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Part X: '"Capitalize on Victory®

Hanoi MHAN DAN in Vietnamese 22 Apr 76 p 3 BKAA

[Text] When the Central Highlands front opened fire. our srmed farces aliso began to
coordinate their activities in Tri Thien. In areas southwest of Hue, o mumbher of

units of our IT Army Corps attacked and captured various enemy positions on the Ml Func
line and on the Mo Tau 303 high point and annihilated part cf the 1lst puppet Division, 3
The enemy mounted a sustained defense effort and flercely counterattacked and blocked |
our advance. On 19 Mareh, owr infantry and tanks crossed the Thach Han River and
liberated Quang Tri c¢ity, With the Tich Tuong-tuang Tri cilty-Thanh Hol defence line
smashed, the enemy pulled back to defend the line south of the My Chanh River.

Following the enemyt!s serious defeat in the Central Highlands, the Politlcal Bureau anc
the Central Military Party Committee promptly assumed leadership over the Tri Thier fron:
and directed the IT Army Corps to rapidly change the direction of its offensive. On

17 March, the Tri Thien Military Zone was ordered to Send its forces at once from the
mountain areas to the rnoast to rotivate the masses to intensify the peoplels war, to
press closely on communicutions lines and the outskirts of Hue city, to intensiry
military proselytizing cetivities and so forth. At the same time, the IT Army Corps

was ordered to iIntensify its attacks from the Truol area and to strategically sever B
from Danang. On 20 March. the I Army Corps was ordered to be even rmore bold and agile.
It immediately abandoned the Nui Bong and Nui ¥ghe areas and concentrated all its

forces on cutting Asute 1, making direct thrusts toward the coast, blockading Cua

Than port. attacking Phu Bai, closely pressing on Hue city and preventing the 1lst
puppet Division from fleeing from Thua Thien. Moreover, the Tri Thien Military Zone

was directed to send the zonal ard provincial army units as quickly as possible to
attack the coast, to send another unit to attack areas close to Hue city and blockade i
Cua Thuan port, and to coordinate with artillery in shelling Cua Thuan part.

Meanwhile, Ngo Quang Truong. 1st tactical zone puppet commander boasted over Hue
radio: "I shall dile irn Hue ¢it¥. The Viet Cong will enter this 21d capital over my
dead body." As for Thieu, he ballyhooed over Saigon radio: '"We have abandoned
Kontum and Pleiku simply to preserve our strength, In Nang, Hue, the 3d Military &
Region and the 4th Military Region will be defended to the end." i

Executing the directives of the Folitical Pureau and the Central Milltery Party Commitien
the IT Army Carps attacked and captured Kim Sac Mountain and went on to cut Route 1.

Ve were informed that our tanks hsd pursued and attacked the eneryris 7th Armored
Regiment and that within a very short neriod af time the enemy 15 convoy of armored

cars had disintegrated. Seme had burst into flames, znd Some had overturned. We ¥ |
attacked and captured the Phu loec distriet capital and completely cut the enemy!s
escz2pe route from Hue to Danang. Ancther unit of our armed forces crossed Route 2,
moved throush Fhu Vang toward Cua Thuan port, and ereated conditicons for the masses
there to arise,

On 22 March. we launched a large-scale offensive to smash the My Chanh River line. ) |
The enemy pulled back along the Sorg Ro-An Lo~fuong Dlen line in order to delfend i
Hue cit:y.
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The Tri Thien armed forces attacked the 147th Marine Brigade, captured the springboard
south of the Song Bo River, attacked the enemy on its counteroffensive and then advanced
toward Cua Thuan port, while the artillery of the military zone shelled the Tan My-Cua
Thuan area, .and coordinated with our sapper units in laying mines to blockade Cua Thuan
port.

mm the evening of 26 March I was 1n the command post cave reexamining the plan to execute
the General Staff'!s order on activating the IITI Army Corps and organizing our Torces to

defend the Central Highlands after liberation. I was also reviewing plans to < . elop the
Central Nighlaends army units and the preparations for a planned move of rear service and

reconnaissance units to eastern Nam Do, when I heard Comrade Tuyen quietly reciting a

poen to himself in that beautiful Hue accent:

fur Hue is happiest teday,

mur troops are advancing toward Cua Thuan port and our units have entered Hue city,
greetings to old people, sisters and brothers,

nreetings to the brother troops who have Just returned from the Jungle.

Corrade Tuyen had just been informed by Hanoi that Hue~--his native 1znd--had Dbeen
liberated.

on being told that Hue had heen liberated, I could not control my ermotions. Iy eyes were
filled with tears. I remembered that on the day of liberation of Ban Me Thuot, Comrade
Phan Ham returned to tre command post from Ban Fe Thuot city to report on the situation.
~srrade Phan Ham saluted, shook hands with me and then embraced me. Il was choked with
amption, his eyes filled with tears. He could say Just one sentence: "nur victory is

extremely great, brother."

we had now been liberated forever. e were the mesters of Hue city for only for 25

jays and nights during the 1958 Fau Than Tet. Comrade Tran Van Quang, as well as the
brotreors in the command posts and the army units that had participated in the general offen-
sive ard uprising on the Hue-Route ©-¥he Sanh-uuang Tri front in tie spring of 1965, were
certainly extremely happy on learning this news, I 1it a cigarette. I had quit smolting
1ong ago, but each time we succeeded in solving a thorny problem, won a victory or achieved
narticular suecess, T smoked a cigarette with particular satisfaction. ‘hen the comrades
around me, including the guards, saw me smoke a cigarette trey knew that T was enthusiastic.

e Jesrned that on 26 Vapern our artillery shells had shalten windows in Hue oity. Faced with
our strength, tre eneny eould not defend the city, The Phu Bzi airfield was shelled, and
211 f1ignts were canceled. Communications routes were cut, The enemy was left with only
the poute leading to Cua Thuan port for fleeing to the sea, but this route became one of
disorderiy withdrawal for the enemy. Tanks, armored cars, transport trucks ond tens of
thousands of enemy troops poured onto this road, Many groups of enemy troops and officers
f:rad nn each other to clear the way for their flight. 'hen the way was blocked, the enermy
abandoned even their vehieles and fled on foot.

fua Thuan port was dominated by ocur srtillery, anil enemy ships could not come in to pick up
the fleceing troops. while one of our army units 1iberated flue city, other units of our
armed forces crossed Route 1 from the south, crossed the Ta Trach siver from the west,

and advanced toward the coactal area, They surrounded and attacked the enemy, captured

the majority of enemy troops in Cua Truah port and seized hunireds of tanks and artillery
pieces and thousands of truects of various types. The 1st Division, once regarded by the
arericans as a seasoned division of the puppet armed forces, was amnihilated and dis-
integrated. e were now in 2 position to directly threaten Danang city from the north.
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In coordination with the Centra: Highlands front, the 5th Military Zore armed forees,

in addition to using the 3d Division to attaclk the enemy and cut Route 19, liverated

Tien Phuoc and Phuoe Lari, defeated the enemy on 1ts counteroffensive, libsrated Son Ha,

Tra Bong and almost all the adjolning areas, and at the same time intensifled their attacls
against the paecification forces in the coastal areas in various provinces, especially in
Quang Ngai and Binh Dinh,

After our great victories 4in the Central Highlands, the regional party committee and the
5th Mllitary Zone party committee, antiecipa ting a ney opportunity, ecast aside plans to
davelop the offensive toward the south and shifted the direction of our offensive to the
north with the ain or ereating conditions for our athacks on Danang.

On 24 and 25 Mareh, the 24 Division of the military zone, in cooperation with the regional
forees, annihilated and disintesrated the Uth and 5th regiments of the 24 puppet Division
and liberated Tam Ky and Tuan Ducng. The Quang Ngal regional forces, in cooperation witi:
the masses, attacked, rose up and liberated the northern part of the province. We
annthilated the enemy and liberated the Chu Iai base. At the same time, the Quang Ngai
armed forces and political forces repeatedly attacked, rose up and completely liberated
Quang Ngail Province.

From Saigon, Thieu again called for the defense of Danang until death. On 26 March, the
Political Bureau and the Central Military Party Committee directed the IT Army Corps and
the 5th Military Zone to hold fast to set guldelines, carry out bold and unexpected
initiatives to take the eneny by surprise. coneantrate forces to annihilate a great part
of the enemy's potential in Darang--partieularly the marine division and the 3d Division
of the puppet armed foreos--and to win great victory In this decisive strategic battle
50 as to create favorable conditions for further decisive strategic encounters.

Part X Continued
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 23 Apr 76 p 3 BK/AWA
[Part X: "Capitalize on Vietory"]

[Mext] on 25 Mreh I cabled brother Heang Van Thai, deputy chief of the General Staff,
requesting him to order the IT Army Corps to immediately bring 1its long~range artillery to
Wlthin striking distance of the airfield and port of Danang, urgently mount a slege on
this city and boldly advance into this city to destroy all the enery forces msSsing

there. If this plan was achieved, we would be able to facilitate future operations on
the Nam Bo battlefield. I asked the Central Military Party Committee to send brother

Ie Trong Tan, deputy chief of the General Starff, to supervise the IT Army Corps attacl

on Danang to insure victory.

The II Army Corps operating on the Tri Thien front was composed of the 30Uth, 224tk and
325th divisions and a number of technical units. On 27 Mirch the Central Military Party
Committes decided to set up the Quang Du Front Command with Comrade Chu Huay Man as
political commissar and Comrads Ie Trong Ten as commander. Comrade Tan boarded a
helicopter in Hanoi to fly to Glo Linh. Up to that time Comrade Chu Huy Man had been in
command of a unit Ooperating very far away, between Quang Tin and Quang Ngai.




To attack Danang it was necessary to set up the command headguarters west of Danang,

Upon his arrival in Quang Tri, (omrade Tan took a road east of the Truong Son range to go
to A Luol where he proceeded to an area west of Danang. While en route, he stopped at

a4 general telephone switchboard station to contact the various units, Seeing that the
situation was urgent, Comrade Tan talked with Comrade Man on the phone to determine

the combat methods to be used. Thus, the command and the party committee of the Quang

Da front had not yet met each other.

Beginning en 26 March Danang e¢ily was in a chaotic situation., Our forces quickly advanced
to close in on the ¢ity. The enemy was forced to abandon his plan to hold up in Danang
and began using Boelng 727's and helicopters to evacuate some American advisers and part
of the puppet forces. The puppet troops fought among oneanother for places on the plane,
causing noisy, brawling scenes at the airfield. Some 0f them were run overp by taxiing
alrcraft on the runway; and others got themselves entangled in helicopter landing skids.

Together with their families, puppet officers and soldiers jostled one another to get to
the evacuation flights., Prior te their retreat, enemy marines committed robberies,

took part in shooting incidents and committed rape, Meanwnile, 3,200 new recruits
undergoing training at the Hoa Cam military training center revolted, deserted and joined
the revolution or returned to their families.

Ouy blg artillery guns began bombarding Danang alrfield, Hoa Khanh Base--the headquarters
o the 3d puppet Division Command--Son Tra port and the command headquarters of the marine
division in Non Huoc--thus driving enemy troops in the city into greater panie,

Jur brothers who had been detaired in Non Nuoc prison staged a rebellion to break away.
The 24 pivision of the 5th Military Reglon under the command of Comrade Fguyen Thon closed
in south of Danang after liberating Tien rhuoc, Phuoc Lam and Tam Ky.

0n 29 March ground troops and tanks of the II Ammy Corps, together with the armed

forces of the 5th Military Region, advancing in four directions--north, northwest,
southwest and south--rapidly and direetly attacked the city. They captured Nucc Man and
Danang airfields and other important positions, especially the Son Tra Peninsula,
Meanwhile, an independent rcgiment of the military reglon also attacked and occupled
Nen Nuoc and Nuoc Man., Some revolutinnary organizations and our speclal action troops
in the city controlled Trinh Minh The bridge and hoisted the revolutionary flag at the
city hall, Self-defense forces personnel and the people led the way for our troops to
quickly capture enemy positions and hold surrendered enemy troops and POW's,

The city was not subject to destruction, The airfield, military barracks and goverrment
buildings remained intact; public utilities were still in sepvice: and ferryboats were
%111 in operation. We seized 26 airecraft, 20 tanks and 40 artillery pleces, Within

32 hours we had destroyed or disbanded more than 100,000 enemy troops, captured a strong
military base complex and liberated Danang, the second largest ¢ity in the south, With
the liberation of Danang, we had completed the destruction and disintegration of the

I Corps and teotally liquidated the puppets' Military Reglon I--creating conditions for
speeding up the total collapse of the puppet army,

I also received news about the situvation on the Nam Ro battlefield through a letter
sent by Comrade Tran Van Tra, commander of the Nam Bo armed forces and the 6th region,
which was also known as' B2, In Long Khanh and along Route 20, after liberating Dinh
Quan, Hoal Duc¢ and Cla Rail, we prepared to send a large part of the Tth Division
supported by artillery and tanks to attack and liberate Lam Dong.
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Firmly grasping the opportunity and operating with combat occordination among various armed !
branches for the first time, the 7th Division of the IV Army Corps moved in formations

along Route 20, with armored cars opening the way for tanks followed by ground troops and
artillery pleces; and the divislion personnel fought enemy troops whenever they showed up

with unprecedented viger. Enemy troops, caught by surprise and driven by fear, fled

from their bunkers and fortifications. Jome of them ran up the nearby hills and stood

there, watching our troops! advance. The TthDivisionadvanced rapidly and liberated Lam

Dong Province completely and Bao Loec eity. Comrade Tra regretted he had not had suffi=-

cient forces to proceed immediately to capture Lien Kheng-Drang and Dalat after

liberating Lam Dong.

On Route 22 in Dau Tieng, after destroying enemy forces at the Dau Tieng subsector, Ben ‘ﬁ
Cul, Ong Hung stream, Cau Khoi and the Dat 3et intersection on Route 26, our troopa cut
Route 22, 1solating TayNinh, and destroged regular puppet troops, creating conditions |
for our forees to attack and liberate Tay Ninh, ﬁ

In the area of operation of the 5th and 3d divisions, after opening a corridor leading
to the Bth Region in the Mekong Delta, we would destroy the 9th Infantry Division and
the 4th Armored Brigade of the puppets in Moe Hoa before nmounting an attack on the Moc
Hoa subsector. We had expanded our control over the areas north of Cai Be in My Tho

and east of Kien Phong and the Nguyen Van Tiep eanal, 1

In the 9th Region of western Nam Bo, ocur armed forces in Vinh Long developed their opera-
tions satisfaetorily, but those in Hau Giang were still developing their offensive a little

slowly. Generally, the enemy in Nam Bo was still strong in numbers, but his morale ‘
had been seriously shaken by the grave defeats sustained in the 1st and 24 $actieal

zones. MNevertheless, since we had not scored any big military victories, the enemy had
yet to show any signs of disintegration.

To create opportunities it was necessary to conduct big annihilating battles and deal

surprise blows with a view to completely disintegrating the enemy and rendering him )
at a loss to reorganize his foreces. The basic law of the war was to destroy the enemyts ‘
military forces, including manpower and war materiel, The enemy had varlous types of

troops and forces., Only by correctly determining the targets and smashing the enemyls

key forces would we be ahle to dlsintegrate him quickly, change the balance of forces to

our advantage and create an ever-spreading chain reaction.

At this time, the main target of our forces was the puppet regular army, especlally
its top leading organs. By correctly applying strong blows, we would trigger the disinte-
gration of the whole defense system of the puppet administration on each battlefileld., The

enemy would not disintegrate and flée if we failed to deal deadly, rapid and continuous
blows.

At the Central Highlands Front Command Headquarters, on 18 March--when the enemy was
retreating from the Central Highlands--we discussed the trends for developing the

operations of the Central Highlands forces. We came to the following assessment of the
situatlion facing the enemy and ourselves:

Our victories in the Central Highlands had had a very strong impact on the enemy's
strategic deployment of forces and his morale, By going on the offensive and quickly
developing battle gains, we could speed up the enemy's disintegration. To avoid zn
isolated and besieged pesition which would mean no more supplies snd, socner or later,
destruction, the enemy had been forced to hastily withdraw from the Central Highlands.
The enemy's plan to withdraw his forces from the Central Highlands was aimed at defending
the lowland provinces in Military Region II which werenow vulnerable to attack.
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In Binh Dinh, the enemy had the 22d Division, while other provinces were only defended
by regional and popular forces,

Meanwhile, the enemy maintained his forces around Saigon, but reinforeements might be
sent there, In the entire south, the enemy'!s II Corps had sustained the greatest
losses in manpower and had to abandon a strategically important area--the Central
Highlands consisting of five provinces, This was unprecedented in the history of the
Vietnam war, The enemy's II Corps had also been suffering from the moat serious slump
in morale, In the short term, it was most unlikely that this corps could organize
large-scale counterattacks in the Central Highlands in general and in Ban Me Thuot in
particular,

The enemy's defeats in the Central Highlands and on other hattlefields had further
weakened the Thieu administration, If the enemy sustained more military defeats, this
would lead to a possible downfall of the Thieu administration, Our victory in the
Central Highlands was very great ms it had gone beyond our expectations, We now had
many favorable conditions to continue capitalizing on victory, The enemy was now in
confusion and panic snd was being closely pursued by our forces, Our forces had sug-
tained only marginal losses in combat; the fighting spirit of our troops had incressed
greatly, We were still strong logistically-=only part of the smmunition earmarked for
the plan had been used, snd a fairly large quantity of ammunition hsd been aseized from
the snemy, Our strategic communications lines now allowed smoother and quicker passage
for trucks,

There atill remained a month and a half of the dry season for us to continue our opera-
tions, All our battlefields throughout the mouth had developed their operations with
good coordination, In the short term, the question was to determine the correct direc-
tion for developing the operations of the Central Highlands forces in the most con-
tinuous, rapid and effective manner in order to make full use of their might in the lemsst
possible time, Such a direction must be aimed at destroyilng as many vital forces of the
enemy a8 possible and strategically dividing both militarily and administrstively the
territory under the Thieu administration's temporary control in the south in order to
upset the arrangement of strategic positione and the strategic situation of the enemy
and to further accelerate the military disintegration and political decline of the

Thieu sdministration, If we stopped and launched our offensive in another direction,
the enemy would regroup.

After intense discussions, we agreed that the direction for strategic development of

the operations of the Central Highlands forces was to advance eastward, Specifically,
our forces swept toward the coast and joined the armed forces of the S5th Military Region
in libersting Binh Dinh and Phu Yen provinces and part of Khanh Moa Province--destroying
a good part of the enemy's vital forces and liberating more than 1 million people. By
this time, filled with excitement, our troops wanted to repidly advance toward the
lowlands in the flush of victory as the people in the coastal areas were enthusiastically
Tepairing and building roads and moving rice and ammmition to greet the arrival of

our main forces.
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Part X Continued
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 24 Apr 76 p 3 EK/WA
(Part X: "Capitalize on Victory")

[Text] Thus we would control all the three strategic routes--Routes 7, 19 and 21--which
linked the mountainous zone with the lowlands, and the densely populated coastal sraas
of the 5th Region with the sparsely populated Central Highlands, This military sweep
into the lowlands was also aimed at destroying the 224 puppet Division--the remeining
force of IT Corps. Meanwhile, our special mction and local forces in Binh Dinh, Phu
Yen and Xhanh Hoa provinces stood ready to annihilate the two or three enemy regiments
which might be sent from the 18t or 34 tactical zone to reinforce the 224 NMvision, By
achleving this, we would basically succeed in smashing the enemy's II Corps, liberate
the 24 tactical zone, cut the enemy's defense system in the south into halves and
thereby isolate his 1lst tactical zone in the north,

Later on, we made the following adjustment om our plan: After liberating Khanh Duong
on Route 21, we would sweep toward Mo Drak Pass and create conditions for liberating
Ninh Hoa before proceeding toward liberating Kha Trang and Cam Ranh. At this time,

it was necessary to resolve two problems: We must quickly consolidate the armed forces
issue more weapons to the various units and guide them in the methods of fighting the
enemy, The logistical problem presented no difficulties because we now controlled
three strategic routes leading to the lowlands, which allowed for the transportation by
truck of troops, weapons, munitions, grain and food., The genergl political department
sent over many cadres who would not only strengthen the troops' morale but would glao
actively contribute to building the basic-level adninistration in the sreas whieh had
Just been liberated, while the general technical department assigned to the front more
than 300 engineers snd workers to repair hundreds of tanks, trucks and artillery pieces
captured from the enemy,

3

On 19 March I worked with comrades Bui San and Kien, members of the standing body of

the 5th Reglon Party Committee; and Comrade Can, member of the 5th Region Party Committee
and secretary of the Derlac Provincial Party Committee, The situation in the provineial
capital and its surrounding areas had been gradually stabilized., Most of the people in
the provinecial capital had chosen to stay with the revolution. Markets had been re-
opened and hospitals were working again., Water supplies had heen restored after only

2 days. The people of all walks of life had held meetings to welcome the liberation or
their native land. Most enthusiastic were the workers, youths and students who had
volunteered to clean the streets, repair the radio station, restore power and water
supplies and participate in the maintenance of public order and Eecurity. During mass
meetings held in the provincial capital, the people had posed meny questions about their
lives: Would they be allowed to work in the fields all day long and return home after
dark? Would they be allowed to fell trees in the forests? Would they be allowed to
withdraw money from their bank aceounts? Would civil servants and teachers continue to
recelve their pay? Would schools be reopened and vhat about the curriculum? I passed
on my views to the local leading comrades and instructed the Central Highlands Command
to help resolve some major problems such as building the basic-level administration

and the local armed forces; implementing the various economic, cultural and educational
policies; organizing relief assistance for the 100,000 people in the provinecial eapital
of Ban Me Thuot and 1its surrounding areas and for more than 50,000 evacuees in fearby
areas; and correctly earrying out the policies toward the varjous ethnie minority groups
the bourgecisie and forelgn residents.
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There was a serious shortage of local cadres, and it was hoped that ethnic minority
cadres who were attending the school of nationalities in the north as well as cadres
from elsewhere throughout the country would be sent here to help,

As an initial step, we set up a military region which would simultaneocusly perform the
task of military management and provide leadership in various flelds over the three
provinces of the Central Highlands. The military region party committee was made up

of military and c¢ivilians, along with administrative and party cadres. This organiza-
tion would not appear publiecly but would directly guide the protection, restorstion and
building of the economy in the Central Highlands. We estimated that hundreds of thou-
sands of hectares of land in this reglon could be explolted over a number of yesrs--in
fact, only the day before a combatant had exclaimed: "Oood God, Just take a look at the
land around Ban Me Thuot! It is vast! It is just not true to Eay that our country is
small and poor,"

The miliary sweep toward the coastal plains of central Vietnsm along Routes 19, 7 and

?1 began with a vigorous surge, Advancing along Route 19, the 968th Division liberated
Binh Dinh Province and, together with the 3d Division of the S5th Reglon, destroyed and
disbanded the 22d puppet Division in Phu Phong, Lai Nghi and Phu Cat. The people in the
provinclal capltal of Qui Nhon rose up and Joined the loceal armed forces in liberating
the city and the Phuoc Ly and Phuoc Hai peninsulas, thus preventing enemy ships from
pleking up remnant enemy troops waiting on the shore. On the same day, we attacked and
occupled Go Quanh Alrfield, capturing 1,000 enemy troops and seizing 30 aircraft,

Moving down Route 7, the 320th Division liberated Cung Son, Tuy Hoa, Tuy An and Song
Cau, and totally liberated Phu Yen Province.

At that time, puppet General Pham Van Phu, Commander of MR II,noisily called for the
defense of Nha Trang to the end whiles the U.S, consulate there was meaking preparations
for avacuation and the puppet officers and men, together with their families, were
packing up to flee. Three thousand puppet troops at the Lam Son Training Center and the
school for noncommissioned officers in the northern part of the ¢ity fled to the ecity
center. Policemen guarding the city prison glso took flight., Two thousand imprisoned
puppet soldiers broke out of the Jail, seized weapons and began to rfire indiscriminately
and go on a robbery rampage, spreading still more confusion in the cilty.

Meanwhile, on Route 21, Comrade Vu Lang and Comrade Nguyen Hiep with the 10th Division
led by Comrade Ho De pursued the fleeing enemy to the coast, Comrade Vu Lang especially
wented to liberate Ninh Hoa as he had strenuously fought against the Prench aggressors
there 29 years earlier, On arriving at Phuong Hoang Pass, he was ordered to return to
meet me and receive new orders. After liberating Khanh Duong and Ninh Hoa, the 1l0th
Division marched into Nha Trang ¢it¥y. The people and some policemen in the eity went
out to greet our troops and guide them to occupy various positions, Our troops stormed
into Pham Van Phu's residence but he had fled, not even having time to finish his meal.
Some enemy forces in Nha Trang escaped to Cam Ranh, The l0th Division, in the flush
of victory, continued the offensive and liberated Cam Ranh--one of the biggeat and most
important military ports--thus totally liberating Khanh Hoa Province,

Pham Van Phu fled to Phan Thiet and was informed by the deputy commander of MR III that
Thieu had annexed the two southernmost provinces of MR II-~-Ninh Thuan and Binh Thuan--
to MR III in order to form an outer defense line protecting Saigon. Thus, the entire
MR II of the puppets was erased from the map,
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On lesrning the status of our numerically strong reserve forces in the Central Highlands,
we ordered a unit to atteck and liberate Dalat, After liberating Dalat, we had to creaste
conditions for sending our troops to attack and capture Thanh Son Airfield in Phan Rang,
en important air base of the enemy which commanded the road on whiech our ferces would
march to Nam Bo. We dispatched a sapper regiment to carry out this task, Dalat was

well known not only for its vegetables and fruits but also for being a resort city and

& cultural and scientific center. Situated thera were an stomic research center and
many schools and institutes, We had to instill in our troops who were to attack Dalat

8 satisfactory sense of discipline and organization so that they would be able to
successfully take control of the city and protect and maintain all equipment, means and
facilities, Equipped with trucks and artillery pieces, the 198th Sapper Regiment under
the command of Comrade Kinh passed Quang Due Province and entered the provincial capital
of Gia Nghia, where it was jolned by the regiments of eastern Nam Bo which had been
liverated., Together, they moved forward and liberated Dalat,

At this time, cadres of the front stalf had to admit somewhat ruefully that they could
not draw maps quickly enough to cateh up with the advance of our forces: all the battle-
fields were surging forward in the flush of victory.

Part XT: ™“New Opportunity, New Strategic Decision”

Hanol NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 26 Apr 76 p 3 BE/WA

[Text] While the Central Highlands troops gradually advanced to the delta on three
strategic routes, on 20 March we received a message informing us thet the Political
Bureau and the Centrel Military Party Committee had Just met to assess the situstion.
Our recent great victory had had a strategic significance end marked a new turning
point in the South Vietnam war. The enemy was planning to carry out s large-scale
stretegic retreat in order to concentrate forces in the Saigon area and part of the
Mekong Delta and perhaps also in Danang and Cam Ranh with a8 view to establishing &
relatively strong position to seek a political solution--forming a coslition government
or agreeing to & partition of South Vietnam, It was, therefore, necesssry for us to
lose no time in using the factor of great surprise in matters of timing, direction of
the attacks, strength and boldness while insuring certain victory. Accordingly, the
Political Buresu weighed pros and cons and drew up & plan to liberate Salgon earlier
than had been anticipated,

On 27 or 28 March, the Political Bureau sent Comreds Le Duc Tho to seec me in the Central
Highlande to offieially informme of its resolution. Meanwhile, messages were sent from
Hanoi to comrades Pham Hung and Tran Van Tra in Nam Bo, and Vo Chi Cong and Chu Huy Men
in the S5th Region to immediaztely Join me in the Central Highlands to receive information
about the Political Bureau's intention and to discuss the Plen to implement it. Thus, &
new development was shsping up, a new task being formulated by the realitlies of combat
and the clever mentality of our party, and a new great opportunity was coming.

With impatience, T waited for the arrival of Comrade ILe Duc Tho and for the extremely
important instructions of the Politieal Bureau at that historlic moment of' national
history.

During 1ts 24 March historic meeting, the Political Bureau had assessed that our strate-
glc general offensive had started with the Central Highlands campaign, that a new stra-
tegic opportunity was coming, and that we had the necessary conditions for cerrying out
our decision to liberate South Vietnam at an early date.
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The Political Bureau intended to noncentrate forees, weapons, and teshnical and material
means to liberate Saigon before the rainy season--that is, in early May 1975-=-and to
take advantage of the enemy!s strategis retreat to annihilate and disintegrate the
enamy 1 Corps and the bulk of his II Corps and to prevent his troops from withdrawing
and regrouping around Saigon,

That was a strategic decision of our party, army and people, Exzctly as assessed by
the Political Bureau, the situation was evolving very quickly every hour and mimate,

and the enemy was perplexsd and confused though his troops were still mumerous,
Therefore, we should aet quicldyand kmoeck him down, If we allowed him to ecarry on until
the rainy season, the situation would hecome complex,

On 25 March, the Political Bureau sent me a cable informing me of its final dee¢eision that
three divisions should urgently be deployed from Routes 7 and 21 to earry out the plan
to liberate Saigon, that a number of units of teehniocal branches should also make
quiok preparations so the plan might be implemented in a month or more amd that the
sooner these troops were deployed, the better, The message added: "We will carry out
our plan during the dry season be¢cause heavy rains will fall in about 2 months, Ewven
if the rainy season has started when we near Saigon, there will not be many obstacles,
We zheuld try by all means to overoame difficulties, The situation is changing,

Thera will be nsw opportunities,.,.. The situation is developing very rapidly now, Our
Plam 1s abigleap forward, We must make every effort not to lose time, WNot losing
time and seizing every opportunity at this point would be a very decisive move,"

On receiving the Political Bureau's message, I pondered ways to carry out its plan most
satisfaectorily., Should the 320th and 10th divisions stop pursuing the enemy and be
transferred immediately to Nam Bo or should they move into the delta, liberate Phu

Yen and Khanh Hoa provinces and attack Nha Trang and Cam Ranh? Then, should the 320th
Division use Route 7 to return to the Central Highlands, and Should the 10th Division
follow Route 20 to launch operations in the direetion of Nam Bo?

If w let our troops seize opportunities to rapidly pursue enemy troops and destroy and
disintegrate them as quickly as possible and also seize opportunities to annihilate other
enemy troops in Military Region II, we would create favorable eonditions for our
Torthcoming action which would have a decipive effect on the war--that is, the liberation
of Saigon~Gia Dinh,

We earefully considered the time needed to fulfill our mission, ocur means of transport,
the movement of heavy weapons, the means for rear service transport, hattlefield
preparations, and the remaining period of the dry season so that the 320th Division might
complete the liberation of Phu Yen and the 10th Division begin attacking Cam Ranh
withaut hampering the scheduled launching of operations into Nam Bo,

During tim recent battles, the Central Highlands divisicns had won quick and great
vistories in attacking ecities and did so without stumbling, Therefore, we placed
great confidence in the war-seasoned divisions of the Central Highlands,

I imparted these thoughts to the Politieal Bureau and proposed that the Central Highlands
units oordimued expanding their attacks toward the delta for a2 few days more, Since

our troops were decidedly inthe flush of victory and the enemy troops were in disorder,
we had the conditions to attack, annihilate and disintegrate large enemy units and to
ocoupy key areas in order to both preclude future troubles for our troops engaged in

the Pat 3o campaign and to similtanecusly distract the enemy,
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If we did so, we could still adhere to the deadline set by the Politicel Puresu and
satisfactorily carry out ruture tasks,

I was very glad to receive a meesage from the Political Bureau and the Central

Military Party Committee approving our battle plan., The message added that though still
carrying out operations under favorable conditions, the Central Highlande troops

should be regrouped and quickly strengthened before being transferred to Nam Bo to
attack the key enemy areas aceerding to the new strategic decision,

We were then rased with countless and very complex new tasks involved in organizing

our troops to fight and advance along coastal areas, First of all, we had to help
organize local armed forees in the Central Highlands provineces and to build loecal
regiments and battalions and to provide them with adeguate equipment znd weapons to
defend their native lands after the departure of the main forees, The 25th Regiment

was given additional artillery and antiaireraft guns and assigned to stand by to contrel
Route 21, mThe «5th Regiment was sent to defend Ban Me Thuot while a Darlae local
regiment was set up to join it in defending Ban Me Thuot, The Annamese cordillera units
were assigned to defend Kontum and Fleiku, There was already a loeal battalion which
had heen operating in Phu Ron,

On 27 Mareh, in view of the new situation and aceording to the instruetions of the
Political Bureau and Centpal Military Party Committee, I held a meeting with the Central
Highlands Front Command at the new command post--which had been transferred to an area
west of Route li-oto make known the gist of these instructions, Everyone was highly
enthusiastie, 2all agreed and a1l were resolved to striectly implement the instructions,

We discussed ways to earry out the two most important tasks: 1} to carry out the plan
to regroup troops ror consclidation, encouragement and rearrangement purposes and 2)
to organize and immediately send more than 50,000 troops and thousands orf tons of
material from the Central Highlands to Nam Bo,

T declared the formation of the IIT Army Corps and assigned tasks to the corps command
composed of ecomrades Vu Lang, commander; Nguyen Hiep, politiecal commissar; Wguyen Nanmg,
deputy commander; and Phi Trieu Ham, deputy political commissar, The III Corps ineluded
the 10th, 320th and 316th divisions, The 968th and 3d divisions were sent back to
Military Region V, Comrade Hoang Minh Thao, former deputy commander of Military Region
V, who had already fulfilled his mission in the Central Highlands, now retwurmed to
Military Region V to ¢ ommand a column composed of the 968th and 3d divisions to move
from the delta to Cam Ranh to replace the Central Highlands divisions which were about
to go on other missions,

We set up a light command organ with signal equipment for this column to maintain
direet contact with me. I shook hards with Comrade Hoang Minh Thac and hugged him
after our great victory in the Central Highlands, We affecticnately wished good health
to each other so that we would be able to win complete victory, Then we said goodbye,




59

Part XI Continued
Hanol NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 27 Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA
(Part XI: ™jew Opportunity, New Strategic Decision ")

[Text] The III Army Corps had been formed, and it took the lead in the perlod that was
the turning peint of the war. At the time 1t was formed, a new development occurred--
the more we fought the stronger we became, both tactically during this campaign and
strategleally during the general offensive,

Until then, after each fighting season or military campalgn we had usually spent some
time to consolidate forces, reorganize troops, review experiences, improve troop strength
and equipment, and prepare battlefields and secure supplies. Generally, we had set out
again stronger than before; however, we had never become stronger while fighting. During
the victoricus Route 9 campaign in southern Laos in the spring of 1971 after 43 days of
combat, although there was still opportunity, we had to stop our operations without
being able to advance quickly toward Khe Sanh. During the spring-summer Tri Thien
campalgn in 1972, after liberating Quang Tri, we could only take our offensive to the

My Chanh River, where We had to stop. But in 1975 the situation was completely differ-
ent. ¥e had conducted repeated campaigns, and had grown stronger in a marked and steady
manner during the fighting, The Central Highlands armed forces, initially composed of
regimental and divisional size units, had after only less that a month of fighting been
organized into a very mobile army corps complete with various technical armed branches.
Our armed forces in Trl Thien, the 5th Region and Nam Bo had also grown and matured in
& similar manner in terms of materlal forces and morale as well as fighting ability and
organizational and command methods, For the first time during the development of the
Central Highlands armed forces, each of our battalions reached full numerloal strength,
more than 400 troops, and each of our divisions had a basic firepower superior to that
of thalr enemy counterpart.

The opportunity to liberate Saigon had become riper and riper. Our party Political
Bureau--being completely imbued with a spirit of revolutionary offensive, making a
sclentific analysis of events and having the vislon to detegt new developments-<was
determined to capitalize on this opportunity to develop the offensive and to promptly
solve all problems in the most active manner. At this time hesitation, procrastination
or delay would have been a grave error,

On 28 March General Weyand, chlef of staff of the U,S, Army=-=the man who had furled the
oclors of a U,S, mllitary unit that had withdrawn from South Vietnam 2 years earlier--
arrived 1n Saigon to prepare a defense plan for the puppets, After our armed forces had
completaly liberated Cam Ranh on 3 April as well as the territory north of this base,

and elther destroyed or dlsbanded the I and II corps of the puppet Saigon administration,
Weyand hurrledly urged the puppet forces to establish a strong outer defense line in
Phan Rang to check our advance, He sent a cable to the United States requesting emergen-
oy ald for the puppet administration. President Pord sent an airlift to transport weap-
cns from Bangkok, Thalland, to Saigon and used glant Galaxy C-5 transport planes to fly
from the United States to Tan Son Nhut hundreds of artillery pleces and a lot of weapons
and munitions. He also dispatched four big LST transport vessels together with the air-
oraft oarrler "Hancook" and 15 large hellcopters with 300 marines to the South China

8ea.
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By thils time the U, S.~puppets thought that after liberating the provinces of Military
Reglons I and II, we would have to leave many troops behind to defend these localitles,
at least z regiment for each province; that, therefore, we could send no more than an
aray corps to reinforce our forces in eastern Nam Bo; and that even if we moved as fasth
as posslble, 1t would take us 2 months to arrive there, For, although equipped with
many transport planes and vessels and trucks, even the U,S,-puppets, if they wanted %o
move a forece of thils s5lze, would need at least a month to get ready for combat. Thus,
even durlhg his dying hours, the enemy remalned very subJective and judged our ability
in a3 completely erroneous manner.

0f course, the cnemy was no longer surprised that we wonld lawnch continpuous attaecks
throughout the south. Hawever, 1t was obvious that he had not yet discovered our direc-
tlon of attack, the time for aectlon, the forces to be used, the fighting methods, the
strateilc plan or our extraordinory efforts to seilze this new opportunity. Since the
enemy had been caught by complete surprise in the Central Highlands as well as in Hue
and Panang, he would surely receive an even greater Surprise In Saigon,

On < April Cao Van Vien, chlef of the Jolnt General Staff of the puppet army, noisily
urged the puppet forces to resolutely defend their remalning territory and called for

a last-ditch defense from Phan Rang south, He set ap 8 forward command of Military
Reglon III ‘n Phan Rang headed by puppet Lt den Nguyen Vinh Neghl. The enemy orderecd
all Cronts to try holdilng out until the ralny season of early June 1975, when we would
be unable to Intensify our activities while he would be more prepared-~-for according

to his plan, his varlous recrult-trainlng centers would by 1% May turr out a considera-
ble number of troops--enough to resurrect some divisions that had been destroyed.

Slnee the beginning ol the campalgn, our troops had won vietory alfter victory. In par-
ticular, after the lightning battle of Man Me Thuot and our attacks on the disintegrat-
ing enemy forces in Military Reglons I and II, our armed forces becanme invincible.
However, 1t was totally lncorrect to think that the enemy forces 1in the remaining po-
sitions in Military Reglons III and IV, and especlally 1n Salgon--the nerve center of
the U.5, henchmen's ruling apparatus--would culekly dizintegrate or collapse without our
making careful preparations or moblilizing superior forces.

Nam Bo was the last stronghold where the enemy could reassemble hils forces--the last
defense line of an eneny made very stubborn and reactionary by the nature of his class
and his class Interests. This would be the site of the last battle that would mean
victory or defeat for the revolutlonary versus the counterrevolutionary forces, our
people versus U.S. Ilmperialilism, and scclalist versus capltalist forces. This flerce
test of strength did not allow us to be subjectlve; nor did our repeated vietories
allow us to rest on our laurels or conslder the enemy to be the same as he was when he
was fleelng in disarray.

I asked the Political Bureau and the Centra)l Military Party Commlttee to send from one
to two divisions complete with varlous armed branches to join foreces of the 5th Military
Reglon on Routes 1 and 20 as the ready reserve farce of the campalgn, Enemy righter
alperaft at Thsnh Son alrfileld in Phan Rang, with an operatlional radius of only 400 lm,
could not reach Danang or Kontum; therefors, we must boldly use transport planes and
sea-golng vessels to move troops and al!l ¥inds of loglstic supplles into Danang and
Plelku. Milltary reinforcements sent by the Hlgh Command should be mobilized for the
decislve battle for Saigon instead of being dispersed in Tri Thieh and the 5th Reglon,
where loecal forces could be rmobllized,

B
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I made a tour of Ban Me Thuot, Fhu Bon and Buon Ho to observe former enemy positions and
the routes on whieh our troops had advanced in the previous campalgn. The Central Highlands
front, where a turning peint of the war had occurred, was shrouded in silence. Looking at
the o0ld battlefield where the entire enemy force defending the Central Highlands had
collapsed and where a flag of our armed forces was now seen vietoriously fluttering, we
further understood the enemy whom we must continue to destroy in coming days, We felt
boundless pride in the elear-sighted, flexible, resclute and timely leadership of the
Pelitical Bureau and the Central Military Party Committee, in the fine and creative
organizational and operational capabilities of cadres at various echelons on the battle-
field, and in revolutionary heroism mrvelously displayed by our people!s army.

We urgently studied the information extracted from enemy officers and military documents
We had captured in the Central Highlands to plan our next moves. I visited Ban Me Thuot
priscn, where brothers Nguyen Chi Thanh and To Huu and mny other comrades had been
detained and tortured by the enemy; however, they had mzintained their Tevolutionary
optimism. On this very Ben Mz Thuot frent 25 Years earlier some of our comrades graduating
from the first infantry training course had valiantly sacrificed their lives when the
French army had attacked and captured Bn Me Thuot. Anyway, we had prepared a meeting
site to receive brother Le Duc Tho who would come to disseminate a resclution of the
Political Bursau and the Central Military Party Committee to comrades Pham Hung, Ve Chi
Cong and Tran Van Tra and me. The meeting site was a bamboo house tenmporarily erected
in Chu Teo on the side of Route 14 to the west of Thuan Man. However, prompted by the
drastic developments of the situation, especially the liberatior of the whole stretch of
central Trung Bo, I cabled the Political Bureau suggesting that the meeting in the
Central Highlands be ecanceled and that we should gzo directly to BZ--Nam Bo--instead and
walt for Comrade Le Duc Thc to hold & meeting there. Comrade Ie Zue Tho left Hanoi on
28 March and arrived in Dong Hoi by plan= on the first leg of the Journey. He was in a
very Joyful mood; and whilse stopping over in Quanz Binh on the first night of his tprip,
he wrote a poem dedicated to brother Ie Duzn as follows:

Brother, you told me to g0 and return with victory;

At that touching morent, I could not speak.,

Iour vords are truly the call of our country,

Which £1l11 me with vigor to cross the Truong Sen Mountains,
The way to the frontline is enlivened by zood news:
Victories are scored everyvhere.

As I hurry on my long trip,

Favyorable opportunity has been siven us,

On 31 March both Comrade Iz Duc Tho, who was moving along the Truong Son mountain chain,
and I, in Bn M Thuot, received an urgent message from Comrade le Duan, which said in
effect: As it is necessary to take advantage of this opportunity and act quiclkly, brother
Tuan should urgently g0 to Nam 3o to meet brother By Cuong--that was brother Pham Hung.
Srother Sau--that was brother Le Due Tho--should go there, too, for the neeting, Brothers
Jy Cuong and Tu Nguyen--that was brother Tran Van ira--need not zo to the Central
dizhlands,

Comrades Vo Chi Cong and Chy Huy Man 1in the 5th Region also received a Political Bureau
megssage informing them that they no longer had to attend the Central Highlands rneetin:,
In fact, Comrade Vo Chi Cong, upon the libsration of the Central Hishlands, had loft thoe
5th Region for the meetinz. Avriving in Kontum, he saw that the situation had developad
considerably and returned immediately to aszsume leadership.
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Upon his return, he found the Politieal Bureau meszage tolling him not to go to Ban
Me Thuot for the meeting with Comrade Le Duc¢ Tho. Compade Bui 8an, arfter working with
me in Ban Me Thuot, had left for Kontur in a hurry to meet Compade Vo Chi Cong. They
did meet one another but were only able to work together for a brief session before
golng their separate ways due to the extreme urgency of the situaticn, ERsch and every
leader clearly felt the urgent need to take advantage of the new opportunity and thus
contribute to the party's general leadership.

Faced with the new opportunity and the new strategic decision, the party, people and

amy were most elated, Everyone was ready to offer his energy and intelligence and to
emulate in fulfilling any mission ertrusted to him. The slogan "Everything for the
frontline, everything for victory" had become a reality at the climax of the last stage

of the antl-U.S. resistance for national salvation, The great socialigt northern rear

had quickly mobilized human and material resources for the battlefiesld. On the great
southern frontline, our troops were marching forward in great numbers day and night in th.ir
advance into Nam Bo at 1lightning speed and with firm confidence in vietory, At this time,
no force could check our advance,

Fart XIT: "Lightning Speed"

Hariol NHAN DANin Vietnamese 28 Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA

[Text ] Since war is by definition a deadly e¢ontest, the final and decisive strategic
battle 1s always the ultimate test of strength between two sides ang demands of both

sides the utmost In leadership and practical action. 0On the morming of 31 March, the
Political Bureau met to hear a report by the Centpal Military Party Committee on
developmerits in our offensive over the past 3 weeks, especlally those in the past few
days. The Politleal Bureau unanimously noted that, with our victories in the 9th region
and eastern Ham Bo, the liberation of Phuoe Long Province, and our resounding victory in
the Central Highlands battlefield, our strategic general offensive had, in effect, already
begun and had scored enormous successes in a very short period of time. We had annihilated
and disbanded over 35 percent of the enemy force and, for the first time, destroyed and
put out of action two enemy army corps. The ehemy treops had lost more than LQ percent
of thelr modern weapons and technical equipment, while we had seized and destroyed over
40 percent of the puppets! materia) and logistic bases and liverated 12 provinces--thus
raising the total population of the liberated areas to nearly 8 million,

Wworthy of note 1is the fact that the effeet of eombining military attacka and mass uprising
was most obvious during the Danang battle when the people!s discontent with the enemy

was at a peak and needed only an opportunity to explode and when the majority of enemy
officers ard soldiers had lost thelr combat splrit, Because of this situation, our troops
and people--though much inferior to the enemy in strength--opportunely and boldly destroyeqd
one of the largest military basc complexes of the puppets in the south in a little over

30 hours from the time the first shots wers fired,

Our armed forces matured in an outstanding mannerp durlng the fight. The number killed
and woundedwas very small in proportion to the victories won, and the expenditure in
termms of weapons and ammunition was negligible, Meanwhile, we gained more experience

in combat organization and command and selzed vast amounts Oof wWeapens and ammunition,
From the standpoint of strategic position and military and political foress, our strength
overwhelmed the enemy,

o
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Cur troops and pecple ware fully able to ta e strategle initiatives while the enemy

was in a passive, confused and perplexed position, strategieally and tactically dead-
locked., Moreover, the Untted States had proven itself to be completely impotent, Even
i 1t were to inerease its aid, it would still be unable to sava the puppets from
imminent collapse-~and by now total collapse had virtually become the inevitable fate
of the enemy,

Considering these facts, the 31 March Political Bureau conference reached the fc¢llowing
assessment: The revolutionary war in the south had not only entered a perlod of
gigantic developments, but had also been provided with the right strategic opportunities
for a general offensive and uprising right at the enemy'!s stronghold, At this moment,
the last decisive strdategic battle of our armed forees and people had begun with the

aim of completing the national, demoeratiec and popular revolution in the south and
achieving peaceful national reunification, The revolution in our country was developing
moet intensively and at a quick pace~-with one day edqualing 20 years, In view of this,
the Politiral Bureau decided to seize even more avidly this strategle opportunity and
apply prompt, daring, surprising and certainly vietoriocus leadership tacties with the
great determination to stage a general offensive and uprising at the earliest date-
gpecifically no later than April,

At this time, to insure certain vietory and to maintain the factor of surprise we must
not lose any time in attaeking the enemy when he has been driven into a confused and
declining state; we must further concentrate ocur forees on attacking key targets at a
certain time and in a certain direetion, It is necessary to firmly grasp the strategie
alm of developing the strength of all three strategic blows and coordinating the offenszive
with an uprising in order to stage attacks from both without and within, In each
direction, we must concentrate forees at a certain time to overwhelm the enemy, quickly
ereate favorable new conditions and promptly seize the opportunity to vigorously develop
vietory, In the short term, as an earlier opportunity for action has been established,
we must urgently strengthen cur forees west of Saigon and gquiekly split and strateglcally
surround the enemy foreces therewith a view to completely blocking Route 4; at the same
time must quickly assemble our forees from Ba Ria and Vung Tau east of Saigon to

attack and capture key enemy positions with a view to completely surrcurding and
isolating Saigon, and have ocur main forees, ineluding techniecal units, stand ready

to awailt the opportunity and onece it arises, immediately unleash strong blows against

the most vital and important enemy positions right in the center of Saigon eity,

Examining the aetual situation, everyone was aware of two strikingly contradietory
requirements~ethe extreme urgency of the new strategic opportunity which had presented
itself, and the need to prepare an all-round powerful force for the last decisive
strategic battle which would be launched on a large scale and in a vast area with the
use of new, speclal fighting methods, While the first requirement demanded that Lrep-
arations should be made within as short a time as possible, the second called for a
relatively long periocd in which to make satisfactory preparations-«both quantitative
and gqualitative, Meanwhile, the U,S,-puppets were trying their best to capitalize on
the situation in an attempt to echeek our efforts and forece us to prolong the time
needed to prepare our forces for an offensive on Sailgon-Gia Dinh, The Politiecal

Bureau therefore decided to concentrate leadership and forees on insuring total vietory
for this historle decisive battle, All the military reglons, localities and administra-
tions at various levels throughout the country were ordered to give priority to
meeting all the demands that would arise con the key battlefields,
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Meanvhile, the various organs of the high command were working day and night--providing
satlsfactory guidance in the control of the newly liberated areas while making prepara-
tions for the coming decisive strategic battle,

All our party, people and armed foreces were resolved to implement the new strategic
decision of the Palitical Buresu, In carly April 1975, on all the land routes, riverways,
sca lanes, railroads and air routes, our people lived heetic and very btusy days. A

wholz natlon was in a festive mood this historic spring; a whole nation was gearing up

for the fortheoming battle under the slogan "lightning speed, more lightning speed;

and boldness, more boldness.” (ur trocps moved south endlessly and all wehieular traffic
seemed to nead in only one dirceticn--due south,

¥rom the north, various types of vahicles sped bumper to bumper southward to move troops
and supplies to the frentline. In Dorg Ha, the convoys brole into iwo columns--one
furning to cut dewn east and west of the Truong Son mountain ce¢hain and the other taking
Rou®e 1 cdirectly south, passing through Hue, Danang, quang Yga2i and Qui thon in the

wake of the advancing units. On the rod earth Truong Son route, swirling dust could now
cnly be seen at the southern end. The stream of traffic flowed further and further south,
passing Duec Lap and Bu Gia IMep bovard Dong Xoai and Loe Ninh; and then =plit to mter

the various rubber Cerostc In Dau Tieng and Combat Zone D, and o move along the banks

of L dgon, &ong B2 and van Go Deng rivers,

Watching for the first time tho ondtles: flow af revolutionary troops passing through their
native land day and night, secine onp Jouny;, healthy and cheerful troops, and gazing

at the bpip artillery piecece, antiairera™ nissile launehers and lons colurns of tanks,
arzpored earg, antiaircraft runr and enginesring vehieles, the Contrel Highlands people
living in the nevly-liber:zted arcag along Reuse 1 were filled with Jjoy and could not

kide their surprisc, Fod for years wuith deceitful apd distorted propaganda by the
U.S,.-puppets, they could not bolieve that Uncle Ho's armed forecs had so many vehilcles

and artillery pileces and that our troops were co young, good~looking and cheerful,

Seelng ftrucls loaded with misciles pass by, they pointed at the missiles and called

them wingless airplanes,

dundrods and thousands of vehielos sped southuard--humper to bumper dary and night., On

some sections of the read, where the dust churned up Ly the .hecls deereased visibility,
cvr vehicler turned on thelr headlivhis and blared their horns recpeatedly, The long

crail of dust <1< net rettle; 1t snalred shirough che denso Jungles of the Central Highlands,
passed through the green pastures of Bu Frang and cntered the bamboo forests in Bu Gia

Moy, top a mountain pass where the cast and west Tmiong Son routes converged, Comrade
Phung The Tal, deputy chief of the Goneral Stafl, and cadres of the engineor, transport
and military police forces worlked day and night to guide the various military units

in taking tle right route ang follouirg tle set timeteble, they ickly sorted out traffic
Jams and issued orders “o give prioritr movement to eertain units, types of vehicles

and armed branches, Comrade Phung The Tai ané tleso cadres worked for weecls on end beside
a large poster which read "Lightning speed, more lightning specd; boldéness, more boldness’
to insure the smooth movement of tens o7 thousandz of vehicles carrying hundreds of thous-
ands of tons of supplies and thousands of itens of uar materiel of different types to

the battlefield befors the rainy season arrived in the Qentral Highlands,

-
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Some driver combatants did not imow who Comrade Fhung The Tal was, knowlng him only as
a2 hard-working and determined man who gave striet orders to disentangle traffic Janr,
What they knew about him they passed on to others in the form of a follk song:

If you meet Mr Lightning Speeder
Whe is making our mevement better,
Be sure to accelerate your truclk,
or else d2ad you will be struck.

And from then on, Comrade Phung The Tal was niclmamed by the combatants Mr Lightning
Speeder or Mr Operatlon Supervisor,

Speeding along Route 1 there were neot only our military vehieles and captured enemy
vehieles but alro passenger buses and cargo trucks eof both the state and the people which
had been mobllized in the north and these from the provinces and citiles Juct liberated,

Te promptly support fetivitles on the Nam Do battlefield, the 5th 'illitary Region organ-
ized a special convoy of trucks to send direetly to Nam Bo the most necessary types of
weapons end wunitions which had jJust been selzed from {he enemy and that surplus equipment
and materiel which had nnt been used for the liberaticn of Danang and the provinces to

the south of this city. This convoy, under the direct ccmmand of Comrade Vo Thu, deputy
commander of the 5th Military Reglon, left the military regilon for the Central Highlands
and then proceeded toward easterm Fam Bo.

Meanwhile, Gla Lam, Vinh Thu, Dong Hol, Fhu Bai, Danang and Kontum airfields tere unusually
busy, Varicus types of light and heavy heliceopters, transport planes and even cur com-
mercial airliners were mobilized to fly not only troops, weapons and runitions but alse
tons of Saigon-Gia Dinh maps which had just been printed at the printing shop of our
General Staff in Hanoi.

Various types of supplies were also lcaded and unicaded at the Red, Gilanh, Ma and Han
river wharves and the Haipheng, Cua Hoi, Thuan An and Danang ;orts so that the various
fleets of eivilian cargo vessels of the Ministry of Communicatlons and Transport ang

navy ships could prompily movc them south; our sea routes were extended to newly libverated
ports such as Qui Nhen and Cam Ranh.

Thus, we ucer all these routes and means to move to the dattlefront at lightning speed
a great number of trcops and an ecually great amount of materials unprecedented in the
history of the revolution in cur country. All our pecple!s endurance against d1fficul-
ties and hardships, all their ef’crte of thrift and diligence as well as all our patience
in preparing forccs ower the rears resembled thousands of smal)l streams which today formed
into turbulent currents massively bearing down to sweep away the last strongholds of
neccolonialism ir our country, The mythical hero Phu Dong of Vietnam who flexed his
muscles and stood up in 1975 had an earth-shaking strength; once vaulting onto his horse,
he kicked it into a gallop at lightning speed, lnowing that the opportunity was right

and that time meant strength.

Part XII Continued
Hanoi NHAN DA: in Vistnamese 29 Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA

[Part XIT: "Lightning Speed”]

[Text] The General Staff firmly controlled the situation regarding all ammunition dumps
throughout the country and closely gulded and intensively supsrvised the rapid movement
of varicus types »f munitlons to promptly and adequately meet all the demands of various
units operating on the Saigon front,
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It especilally coneentrated on providing adequate munitions for the army I Corps and
the army corps-sized 232d Wing under the command of comrades Le Duc Anh and La Chan,
comprising independent divisions and regiments of the 8th Military Region, At that
time artillery, DKZ, mortar and antfaireraft shells were in great demand throughout
the front,

Mernwhile, engineer forces and the people in Nam Bo urgently repaired and enlarged
various rcad seotions leading to Dong Xoai, Cay G20 and Ben Bau, and repaired the Nha
Bich bridge, the Ma Da tunnel, and the Ben Bau tunnel to prepara for the movement of
artillery forces which would elose in on Saigon, and of military forces which would
launch deep thrusts into the city's center,

On 25 March the army I Corps, commanded byComrade Nguyen Hoa with Comrade Hoang Minh
Thi as political eommissar, was ordered to move scuth by mechanized means to join in
combat with the tank, antiaireraft and engineer armed branches while the corps personnel
were reinforcing dikes in Ninh Binh, The ecrps! armored cars, artillery vehicles and
troops took Route 9 and then split up to move along routes 12, 13 and 14, passing
through Pleilu and Ban Me Thuot, After covering 1,700 km, the army corps arrived in
Nam Bo early in the seecond half of April,

Meanwhile, the army II Corps, commanded by Comrade Nguyen An and with Comrade Le Linh
as pclitical commissar, after liberating Danang began moving at lightning speed down
the coastal routes toward eastern Nam Bo, Covéring a distance of %00 km along which
many bridges had been destroyed--six in all on the section between Danang and Quang
Ngai--and attacking the enemy in Phan Rang and Phan Thiet on its way south, the army
corps had been ordered to report in Bien Hoa and Ba Fia in 18 days,

It required ingenicus organizaticnal and leadership ability for all 2,000 vehiclee of
the army eorps to cross six big rivers while having to fight the enemy en route,

In 1962, during an exercise with only 400 vehicles, the 308th-

Division had enecountered so many traffie Jams that it had not been able to advance,
This time the army II Corps formed its forees into separate columns for the trip
southward, Moving in the lead, engineer forces were in charge of repairing damaged
bridges and roads; they were followed by tanks which fought whatever enemy forces
appeared, Each column of foreces was protegted by an antiaireraft artillery regiment;
infantry and artillery forees took the rear, The army corps brought along encugh rice
and food for a month, and adequate munitions for immediate action upon arriving at its
destination, :

The High Command had sent comrades Le Trong Tan, Le Quang Hoa and many other highe
ranking cadres to move ahead of the army corps and diseuss the loecal ecombat situation
and measures to supply the corps with gasoline, oll, rice and food with those localities
along its route of advance, Many elderly persons, mothers, sisters and ehildren

turned ocut to welcome the corps personnel along the route, They offered refreshments
to our troops ard threw gifts onto the moving trucks, Meving with the sign "Lightning
speed, boldness" on their helmets and their trucks, our troops did not have time to
stop and chat with the people for even a mimte, They could only wave baek and
continued to move on hurriedly toward the battlefront,

On 15 April the army eorps approached Phan Rang, whiech the enemy was preparing to defend
to the end, A4 friendly unit had been laying a siege on Thanh Son airfield and the
puppet 6th Air Poree Divielon for more than a week, That night the corps' long-range
artillery detachments set up their battleground along Route 1 and stood ready for
action, Meanwhile many detachments of ground trccops supported by tanks formed many
spearheads to close in on the airfield and the provineial capital, Phan Rang,
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At 0500 on the morning of 16 April our tanks rumbled right into the provincial capital

as the artillery batteries of the corps opensd up with continuous barrages onto the airfield
and othar enemy positions. The 3d& Division of the 5th Military Reglon also openad fire

Ifrom the west end northwest of the airfield, Enamy troops panicked when & hig foroe

of our tanks suddenly materinlized, They sent every armored car available toward Route 1

in a bid to check our attack. Moving in from different directions, our tanks followed

by ground troops drove through the airficld and battled their way into the center of

the provinsial capital. Enemy rangers and paratroopers, together with their officers,

took flight. Confused puppet pillots discarded their flying suits and joined the fleeing
puppet infantrymen, -

Surrounded in all four directions, puppet Lt Gen Nguyen Vinh Nzhi, commander of the III
Corps forward command, ordered his forces to retreat southward and regroup in Ca Na,
However, when his car reached the main entrance of ths cemmand post our troops had already
arrived there, Both Nguyen Vinh Nghi and puppet Brig Gen Fham Ngoo Sang, deputy commander
of the puppet 6th Air Porce Division, were captured.

Knowing that the army II Corps, which the enemy called the coastal army, was moving south
along Route 1, the enemy tried by all means to check its advance. Coming in one
formation after another, enemy alreraft dropped bombs,and enamy warships from offshore
bombarded our routa of advance while an engry special force company landed ashore and
eatered Tuy Fhong distriot to the north of Phan Thiet. Ground troops of the army II
Corps and the 6th Military Region immediately launched a search operation and neatly
captured the enemy special force company after only 2 hours. 'The corps gunners
trained their artillery pieces toward the sea and set enemy varships ablaze while

our antiairc¢raft guns fiercely returned fire at the strafing ensamy aireraft, 1In the
flush of victory the army corps jJoined forces with military units of the 6th Rezien to
attack FPhan Thiet and subsequently move further south to liberate Ham Tan,

Ve left the Central Highlands for eastern Nam Bo at moon on 2 April 1975. Earlier I had
visited the 316th Division and held a meeting with the cadres of the division command.
Comrade Dam Van Nguy, army hero and commander of the division, was not present that
day. Comrade Toan, the division political commissar, and Comrade Hai Bang, deputy
commander of the division, reported to me on the preparations the division had made for
1ts new mission. This division would depart in advance tozether with a light command
body of the army III Corps command, After hearing situation reports by the division
command cadres and meeting the various units I was pleased to see that the division

was well equipped and had rapidly grown big and strong. I then assigned some urzen*
tasks for the division to acecomplish before its departure. Before the opening; of the
Central Highlands campaign I had been quite worried about this division. I wondered

if 1t could fulfill its mission because the battlefield was new to it and this was the
first time it had operated with large~scale combat coordination among the ~arious

armed branches and with different types of modern weapons to attack a big city, Zvents
showed that the division had successfully fulfilled its mission. The entire division
departed for eastern Nam Bo this time with high spirits and firm determination. It

wis confident of certain victory and equipped with all necessary weapons; it had matured
fairly quickly,

The 316th Division left Ban Me Thuot, taking doute 14 heading toward Saigon from the
northeast, After liberating Tuy Hoa and all of Fhu Yen Provincel the 320th Division,
commanded by Comrade Kim Tuan and with Comrade Bui Huy Bong as political commissar,
was erdered to move back along Route 7 and then follow Route. 14 toward eastern Nam Fo,
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The 10th Division in narticular was vlagued with diffieulties and hardships during

i1ts movement tovard Nam Bo, After liverating Phuong Hoang and M brak and attacking
¥ha Trang and Cam Ranh, the division followed provineial Route 11 and subsequently
turned south along Route 20 toward Saigon from the northwest, On this rugged route

an engineer unit had to lead the way, working hard te bulld one bridsze after anothe:,
Mearwhile, the movement of the 10th Division had been detected by the enemy who tried
by all means to check its advance. [nemy aircraft fiercely bombed and strafed all
along the route; encmy walships opened up artillery barrages from the s5ea, Under the
command of division commander Ho De and political commissar La Ngmoc Chau the cadres and
combatants of the 10th Division had to Tight their way south to arrive in time.,

Comrade Dinh IDuc Thien spent many nights supervising the organization of logisties in
support of the operations of army III Corps, and especlally of the new campalgn, Clad
in a baggy cotton shirt and trousers he repeatedly toured the various storaze depots

and units to check work performance and glve encourazement. Upon sighting two sloppily
clad drivers repairing their vehicles in a rarking area near Tuc Lap, he asked: ey,
you two, which unit do you come from? Since when do victorious troops dress so slovenly
and disgracefully?” The two drivers replied: "We're POVW's, gir,"

At this time our armed forces belonzing to the various units throughout the battlefront
were already using many nuppet soldiers to drive command ears, trucks, armored cars,
artillery trucks and construction vehicles, including technical workers formerly serving
in the pupvet army. Our troops had studied to master the various types or U.S, artillevyr
pieces as well as other modern U.S5. weapons and materiel. Puppet technical personne:
had been ordered to report in detall on the characteristies, effectiveness and operaticn
of this modern equipment. Spotted in the moving columns of our forces now were

M-113 armored personnel earriers, M-U3 and [-41 tanks, 105 and 155mm artillery rlece:s
and U.5,-made tactieal PRC-25 field radios. In narticular, our MIG fighter pilots had
begun flying A-37 and ¥-5 jet fighters captured from the enemy. Never before had we
been able to use so much captured materiel to fight the enemy. This great development
made our firepower even more superior to that of the chemy and facilitated our

gathering offensive. ’

Following the Central Highlands victory, the routes leading to eastern Ham Bo wero
changed. Now we could follow Houte 14 passiny through Ban Me Thuot, Duc Iap, Bu Frang
and Bu Gia Map to reach Loc Ninh, The Bu Prang-Bu Gia Map section was in fairly scod
condition, permitting the passage of all types of vehicles, It was named Route 147,
After Gia Nzghia, district capital,and the whole Province or Quang Duc were liberates,
our vehicles of various tynes could move from Duc Lap, nass through Xien Duc and reach
Don Luan beforeg entering Route 13 in Chon Thanh. It would take a day or more for our
vehicles to move from Dan Me Thuot %o Loe Nirh,

uring the first years of the anti-U.5, struggle our troons had experienced extreme
difficulties and hardships onerating on this route: the eneny's artillery made
movement difflcult; B-52 bombers rained destruction and various types of minesg were
planted along the route. On this route drinking water was gcarce, and this area won
infested with very dangerous faver msquitos,
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Bomb craters lining both sidesof the route, wrecks of vehicles and artillery guns bearing
the U,3, trademark seen hare and thers and breken rells of barbed wire lying en abandoned
enemy posts remindedus of the military operations conducted by the United States and vassal
troaps whioh were thwmrted by owr forees in 1965, 1968 and 1970, On some bare hills or in
some grasg~coversd aress on the edge of the forest ware graves in whioh our comrades had
pescefully lain in rest, In this fertile but fierce and difficult land countless of owr
beleved comrades, cadres and oombatants had opened the way and sacrificed their lives

to contribute to creating a large route fer the offensive on vast Nem Bo and deatroying
all enemy oamps, 8o that today we would be able to march forward for the last deoisive strategioc
battle. The armed exploits and hercism of these comrades served as a shining example rfor
us and encouraged us to embark on the coming certainly viotorious battle with the
determination te be werthy of those who had fallen,

Spring was judilantly ceming te the sundrenched grassy hills, Trees in the rubber foreats
shich stretohed for dozens of kilometers wsre sprouting new lesves, The stataly old

trees were in bloem. We stopped owr vehicles on both sides of the route whare trucks,
tanks and artillery-towing vehioles wWere safely covered by a canopy of green leavea, n
the banks of the stream mess pasrsennel ware busily carrying out their activities. Rows

of hammooks had been strung up and our combatants were taking s rest after a tiring marsh
through the night. To conceal technical materiel and weapons and reducs activities on both
sides of the route, command posts and control stations were set up along the route to-
remind the moving troops sbout their formations and camouflege and to remind them to

wateh for enemy aircrart, At crossreads and interssctions there was a "forest" of

signs showing the direction to be taken by the various unita, organs and columns, No
outsiders could kmow the true purpose of these direction signs or guess who would be leoking
for these signs at the crossrcads. Hastily strung telephone lines ran through the

forests and across the route. They carried countless seoret orders concerning the coming
decisive strategic battle,

Scenes of military vehicles massively moving southward and of our forces bivowmcking on

both sides of the route leading to Nam Bo reminded me of the years when we had fought the
French colonialist army behind the enemy line in the Baec Bo delta, At that time the
combatants of the delts division and I, clad in dark brown fatigues, wearing strew hats

and holding sticks in our hands, welked berefoot for kilemeters along muddy peths in
"dragon" formtion which stretched for kilometers along the ricefield embanlments and rows of bamboo
trees inHa Namand Ninh Binh; or used sampane atnight to pass through enemy-controlled villages,
moving on the flooded ricefields of Thai Binh and Nam Dinh under fiery flashes of enemy
artillery shells or random gunfire salvos from enemy troops, while listening to the sownd

of the sea rushing egainst the shore,

During the day ouwr units broke into teams and went to villages and hamlets where resistance
organizations had been operating. They sank thelr boats, made preparations for combat

and werked side by side with the local guerrillas. Our froops asked old women Iin these
villages to prepare meals for them so they could rest and continue their southward march
at nightrall.

Over the past 3 decades our people had witnessed or directly participated in cowntless
military operations conducted in the interest of the fatherland's indapendence and freedom.
There had never been a single day when our people and troops stopped their military
activities, Moving from north to south and vice versa, our combatants and people had
traversed the entire length of the country--going wherever they were needed by the father-
land and sherever the enemy was,
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In the spring of 1975 there were no differences between northerners and southerners
moving along the massive military sonvoys heading toward the Saigon battlefrent,

at wharves and in combat trenches in the south, They were all Vietnamese atorming
toward the last battle against U,S. imperialism and its henchmen in order to regain
independence, freedam, peace and complete national reundfieation,

The entire country was moving toward the battlefront at lightning speed, The whole
nation was entering the battle, MNature's spring was in complete harmony with the
nation's spring in that historie month of April 1975,

Part XIIT: "The Campaign Bearing Uncle Ho's Mame"

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 30 Apr T6 p 3 BE/WA

[Text] On the afternoon of 3 April 1975, at a place about 50 kilometers north of Bu

Gia Map, we met Comrade Tu Fhuc, deputy head of the zone rear service staff department,
Standing on top of a hill of scattered pine trees bearing the mumerous traces of filerce
border-crossing battles launched by the U,S. troops in 1970, we shook hands with

great Jjoy reflected in cur eyes, I was very moved because this was the first time I

set foot on Nam Bo so0il, a stalwart land, the heroie frontline which is far from the
central govermnment,and the brass bastion land which Uncle Ho gherished so mueh that he
had ordered all cur party, armed forces and people to devcte everything to liberating it,

We looked at the scenery arcund us: our respectful salutaticons to the fatherland!s
battlefield which has experienced the greatest hardships=-the south which was the

first to start the resistance and the last to reaeh the goal, Our respectful saluta=-
tions to all the Nam Bo comrades, combatants and campatriots who, over the past

Several decades, have firmly, bravely and eontimiously fought against the eruelest,
wealthiest and most powerful enemy, thus setting an example of resistance, revolutionary
optimism and a relentless offensive,

We took a noon rest at the quarters of Unit 770, a rest station of the B-? pear serviee
department, The path to the station bore no imprints of the wheels of vehieles and
waes bordered by well camouflaged, sturdy houses with vegetable gardens, banana trees
and flowers, pergolas of blooming song lan flowers and & herd of domestic animals,
Around the houses were communieation trenches, shelters and guard stations, All these
things, though small in size and rumber, symbolized the spirit of remaining in and
defending the operational areas and the spirit of self-reliance and self-sufficiency
and combat-readiness of the organs and units in eastern Nam Bo, the steadiest base
@rea of the south which experienced the greatest hardships,

In the afternoon, while on way to the sommand post, we traversed rubber plantations,
many areas of which were seriously struck by enemy atreraft, gardens of black pepper
plants, durians, jackfruit trees, and freshly-grown coconut trees, Loe Ninh town

was before us, Although it still bore traces of war, we could see changes in it after
3 years of liberation, Roads had been broadened, Many thateh houses had been built,
Along the two roadsides were rields of manioc and green ricefields, In the rubber
Plantations, many laborers were weeding and digging the soil at the foot of the rubber
trees or gathering latex, After being liderated in 1972, Loc Ninh had become an impor-
tant base and was now an operational area favorable for the spring general offensive
and uprisings,
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Along the road we saw many trucks trensporting the cheerful B-2 wnit troops wearing
broad-brimmed hats to the battlefront, .At the intersection of roads, the comrade
guerrillas of both sexes were carefully checking all types of vehicles before letting
them enter the base area, Salutations to all stalwart esomrades and combatants! During
the years of fierce fighting, your resounding feats of arms had provoked our admiration
and pride, While contemplating the vast grasslands, rubber plantations, orchards and
red-soiled hills in loc Ninh, I recalled the following verses of Comrade To Huu's poem
entitled, "My Far-Away Country," '

0 my Binh Long Province in Mam Bo!

Thie was the first time I met you this morning,

A5 I held a clod of red earth in my hand,

My heart suddenly seemed to be inebriated with strong wine,
And vhile I was hugging the liberation combatant,

I vas dreaming of a trip throughout the plains of Ca Mau.

Cn 3 April 1976, before dark We reached the zone command's organ weet of Loe Ninh
township, Comrade Dinh Due Thien proceeded directly to the rear Service organ of the -
Zone command, The majority of comrades of the central office of South Vietnam were
already there. After washing my face, I hastily called on’ Comrade Pham Hung, secretary
of the southern party organization, who was in a house behind a tree. I saw him sitting
at a desk by the light of an air defense lamp. His shirt was unbuttoned, and his hand
Was waving a fan made of parachute material, Aa Soon as he saw me, Comrade Hung stood

up and cheerfully said: We are waiting for you here. We shook hands and hugged each
other with indesecribable Joy. I told him that T arpived here earlier than the date
prescribed at a meeting in Hanol because we had scored outstanding victories very quickly,

Saigon would surely be liberated on schedule as planned by the Political Bureau, T
talked generally about the victories in the western highlands and about the sitwation
of our regular forces en route. to this front. Ten, we exchanged views on the progran
of action for the days to come before Comrade Le Duc Tho's arrival, The zone command
office had arranged beforehand the place for the work and activities of Unit A-T5, A
number of wooden houses with thatched roofs had been built, Many more air defense _
trenches and shelters had been dug. A number of tents had besn piteched for the use of
the cadres who would arrive later, ' ‘

At night, there was muech bustling in thé rdrest. The noise of generators and engines
of various types of vehicles Plying to and fro was mixed with the sound from loudspeakers

in the villages, It was the first night I had spent in eastern Nam Bo,

Comrade Tran Van Tra, who had gone to the 4th Army Corps to supervise the implementation
of the plan of attack on Xwn Loe, had Just returned in the evening, At daybreak, he
came to see me, We cheerfully told each other about the recent happenings on the battle-
flelds and had a preliminary discussion of the way to coordinite the operations of

Unit A-T5 and the zone command, ; '

On the morning of 4§ April, we succeeded in contaeting Hanoi by telephone, This was a
great effort of the signal and communication battalion coming from the western highlands,
There was a close coordination among the signal and commmication units of B-2 army unit,
This signal and communication battalion was organized early in 1975, In the military
operations in the western highlands 1t could insure the activities of the command head-
quarters during the campalign for liberating the western highlands and fulfilled all tasks,
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A1l fta cadres snd combatants were presently ordered to proceed to Nem Bo ‘o support
the finsl strategic decisive battle with pll other signal snd communication units and
means of the gone,

Comrade Hosng Niem, deputy commsnder of the signal corps, worked hard day and night to

orgenize liaison for the commend and to train signal combatants who had Just entered this
new battlefront,

Motorbikes, » typlcal means of transportstion in B-2, opersted sround the tlock, The
comrade riders took us to various places in the srea under the oontrol of orgsns
subordinate to the South Vietnsmese commend dispersed over a large srea ss & prevéntive
measure pgainst enemy air raids,

When we were still in the Central Highlends, the commsrid of B-2--Nsm Bo pnd S5ixth Region--
dispatched a motorbike unit to help us, This unlt wss now returning to eastern Nem Bo
with our motorcede, The comrsde riders, with checkered scarves around their necks snd
putomstic rifles with faldable butts on thelr backs, remained close to our motorcade to
provide guidance on the itinersry, Now they moved ahepd at high speed to get in touch
with the motorbike riders lsading the convoy end now they remained behind to look for
motorblke riders who failed to keep sbreast on the correct route, Riding on rough,
winding paths running through the forest area, these comrsdes took messages to radio-
communications vehicles, which usually operated et night becsuse they had to he on the
move in the daytime, Theae vehicles were always staticned far from us 8o es to insure
ssfety and secrecy for the command post and the radio-commnications network against
electronic reconnalssance by enemy plsnes snd commendos.

The comrades in the COSVN mnd South Vietnamese Military Party Committee, who had
operated for many yesrs on the Nam Bo battlefront, thorosughly understood the situation--
the enemy's, ours and Seigon's--snd therefore, quickly helped us to understand the
situstion on the Nam Bo battlefield in general and the situation in Ssigon in particular,

After many days of hesring reports by the comrades in the South Vietnamese staff, we
met with the COSVN end the South Vietnermese Militery Party Committee on 7 April 1975,
Attending this meeting were comrades Phsm Hung, Muoi Cuc, Tran Van Tra, Hei Ven, Ssu
Dan, Tran Nam Trung, Hel Xo end other comrades in the COSVN and South Vietnsmese Mili-
tary Party Committee, Also attending were Comrade Le Duc Anh, deputy commender and
concurrently chief of staff of the South Vietnamese command; Hal Le, deputy politicel
officer of the South Vietnamese command; Dong Van Cong, deputy commesnder of the South
Vietnemese command; Dinh Duc Thien; Le Ngoc Hien and Hal Nha,

Comrade Pham Hung, COSYN secretary, snd the other comrsdes were always celm, highly
optimistic and imbued with an lronlike "determined to win" willpower, The conference
hall conatantly resounded with laughter reflecting essiness and relsxation,

When Comrade Phem Hung asked sbout our smmunition situation, Comrade Dinh Duc Thien
reported on the amount of ammunition alresdy received snd being sent from various
asregs, saying: I would like to report to you comrades that we have enough ammunition
to scere the enemy for generstions, When ammunition needed for the campsign was
received--we had nearly enough of some types while we seriously lacked others--
Comrade Pham Hung gave directives on how to overcome the difficulties,
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venarioally, he repeated Comrade Linh Duc Thien'a menterceewwe should rapidly get
enough amrunition to fight the enemy and scare him for as many as three generationga~-
which aroused roaring laughter from among those attending the mecetinz.

COSVN met in an ebullient, enthusiastic atmosphere that reigned throughout the south,
Digtricts and provinces in the 8th and 9th regions repeatedly reported on combat and
construction achievements in early April 1975. A report from Tra Vinh said the province
then had 5 regional force battalions instead of 2 as before. Some 200 Were recruited in

a day in Rach Gia to form anadditional battalion for the province. A guerrilla compary
existed in esch village of the province. The liberated area in Cho Gao, Lorg An Province,
was enlarginz rapidly. The reglonal troops in the 9th Military Region attacked and

Seized Cal Von stronghold, cut off a section of Route 4 1in Ben Tre and so forth,

(n the afternocon of 7 April while we continued our meeting in a house, a motorbike came to
& stop on the courtyard bringing in a rather tall comrade wearing 8 light blue shirt,
¥haki trousers, and a st’'f troops' hat; he had a big black leather sack slung over his
shoulders. We imnediately recogni®ed that he was Comrade Le Duc Tho. Ye embraced each
other, laughed, and were happy. Thim was Comrede Le Duc Tho's third migsicn in Ham Bo

in the anti=U,S., resistance war. During the first two he walked throusch rugged paths
across forests, crossed areas previously hit by B-£2's, brinsing with him rice balls and
dried food, This time, ke boarded planes, went by cars. and even used motorbikes to come
here, He joyfully talked about what had happened ir our country and the world during

his trip. He said that prior to his departure, the Politburo and Uncle Ton told him that
he would not be allowed to return if he was not successful in his mission.

On 8 April, at a full meeting of COSVN, the South Vietnamese military party committee,

the B2 command, and cadres from the South Vietnamese eormand, Comrade Le Duc Tho disseminated
the content of tiie resolution of the VWP Central Committee Politburo adopted at a meeting

on 25 March in Hanol, He talked about the Politburo's assessment of the enemy situation

and courseon the battlefield and about the U.S.~puppet schemes as they had suffered recent
setbacks, their imminent collapse, and their difficulties. He then talked at length ahout

the Politburo's new strategic determination, stressing the guldance aimed at realizirg this
determination at all costs.

Toward the end of the meeting, Comrade Le Due Tho disseminated a Politburc decision concerning
the establishment of the command for the campaign to liberate Saigon whileh consigted of me,
commander; Comrade Fham Hung, political officer; and comrades Tran Van Tra anrd Le Duc Arh,
deputy commanders., Comrade Le Duc Anh was also responsible for commanding the troops
cceming from the area southwest of Saigon, that 1s, Group 232, Comrade Ie Trong Tan, who
was then commandirg a unit In the area east of Saigon, was later appointed deputy chief of
the command of the campaign to llberate Salgon. Comrade Dinh Due Thien, who was a deputy
commander in charge of loglsties for the campalgn, was appcinted assistant to Comrade Bul
Phung, chief of the South Vietnamese rear service department; Comrade Le Quang Hea, who was
secretary of the coordination and operation committee in a unit lcocated east of Saigon,
would be transferred to serve as deputy political officer and concurrently as head of the
political affairs section of the campalgn's command. Comrade Le Ngoe Hien was appointed
acting chlef of staff in charge of combat. '
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The campaign's command utilized the available South Viethamese staff, politieal and
logistic organs in carrying out its mission with the assistanee of & numher of cadres
from Group A-T5 who had just ¢ome from the Central Highlands and cadres sent from the
General Staff, including Comrade Doan Tue, artillery commander; Comrade Nguyen Kien,
armored deputy commander: Comrade Nguyen Chi Diem, eommander of craok troops; and
Comrade Quang Hung, deputy ocommander of the air defense-air force troops., Thus, COSVN
and the South Vietnam Military Party Committee still eontinued their work for the

entire south. Only a number of comrades from these organizations were appcinted members
of the command for the campaimn to liberate S8aigon. And this time, in the last desisive
strategic battle to liberate Saigon, three comrades, menmbers of the VWP Central Committee
Politburo, were assigned to provide direct leadership on the battlefront and received
directives direetly from the Folitburo.

Each day from 8 April to approximately 20 April, the Politburo and the Central Military
Party Committee, 25 well as we on the battlefront, kept track of the movement of eaeh
infantry division, each rear service convoy, each artillery regiment and eaeh antiair-
craft battalion approaching the assembly area, During daily meetings, these questions
were often raised: Where is this division now? How many trucks do we have? Along
vhich route is that regiment that brought scores of artillery pieces moving? How many
150-mm artillery shells do we have? How many batches of 100-mm shells for tanks have
been transported? And so forth.

On all operation routes were posted groups of eadres assigned to supervise units going
on operatiocns, welcome logistic convoys and direet them to already designated storage
areas, and provide guidance to recruits eoming to reinforee units before they embarked
on the campaipgn.

Early rains in the forested Loc Ninh area prevented us from sleeping at night, We
worried about infantry troop=, tanks, artillery trailers, and logistie vehicles whioh
had to stop or delay their advance while moving along the Truong Son mountain apag
because of the rain. We also worried about the health of our cadres and ecombatants
which would be affected by the rain before they started the battle. In particular,

the 10th Division, which was sti1l in the Cam Ranh area, had to move during this operation
to eastern Nam Bo through enemy-held areas along a long, rugged route. We wonder if it
could arrive on schedule, I sent a message to Comrade Hoang Minh Thao in the 5th
Region, telling him to rapidly send troops to Cam Ranh to replace the 10th Division. I
also cabled the command of the 10th Division, telling it to report three times daily on
the troop formation and the operetion schedule for the day and the following day and
problems they must handle during the move. I sent a message to Comrade Dong Si Nguyen,
telling him to send down more trucks to rapidly and neatly transport all the 10th
Division and, in case of lack of vehiecles, to suggest that the headquarters of the S5th
Military Reglon try to utilize the region's vehicles or borrow vehicles from the people
to halp the 10th Division,

Time was pressing, The Politburo'!s directive demanded that we carry out our work quickly -

50 a8 to launch the general offensive against Sailgon as soon as possible, Through its
review of the situation, the Politburo realized that the mainforce division would be
unable to reach the south during the prescribed time.
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30 that the attack would be launched vigorously right from the beginning and so that
sufficient reserve forces would be available to develop the attack until complete
victory, the Politburo gave us more time for prepamations, It demanded that the
general offensive against Saigon he launched during the last 10 days of April 1975
at the latest. '

Observation of the enemy's situation and ours at that time was particularly con-
centrated on hourly and daily political changes, Political developments within the
internel ranks of the Thieu administration and in the United States eould ceccur at
any moment. Of course, énemy military activities ware thoroughly understood by cur
8ide not only in the Saigon area, but also in the entire Nam Bo region, in the _
Southeast Asian area and, partioularly, in Thailand, the Philippines, and the United
States,

Military development on the Cambodian battlefield in early April 1975 was closaly
watehed, Unexpectedly, there was close coordination regarding stmategic and campaign
fields between us and our friend, Comrade Le Duan sent us a message saying: "The
comprehensive offensive plan must be insured, Once the offensive has been launched,
strong, continucus and repeated attacks must be mde until complete victory is won,
Attacls must be made on the outer perimeter of Saigon while foreces must be available
so that when the ceceasion arises, they can direct spearheads against the center of
Saigon from various directions, Attacks must be carried out from within and without
S0 as to oreate conditions for our compatriots to rise uwp, This 1s the way to carry
out lightning, bold and surprise attacks in the current situation., This is a basie
Plan that insures victory. In the meantime, plans and preparations must be made to
cope with a situation in which the battle my be prolonged.”

to the headquarters for the campalizn to be assigned missions, The ecommand for the
campaign asesigned Comrade Hai Mha, who was then deputy chief of staff of the eommand,
to transmit orders to. "the. IT and IV army corps and the Third Division in the.
Fifth Military Region, which were fighting east of Saigon, a fairly long way from the
headquarters, Comrade Hai Mha brought an order of the command for the campa ign ‘and
gave 1t directly to Commade Le Trong Tan, This order bore my signature and that of
Comrade Pham Hung, It was clearly pointed out in the order that all army units
belonging to this fopce were placed under the command of Conrade Le Trong Tan and would
fight according to a unified plan of the command of the campaign to liberate Saigon,

The mission of Group 322, the force located southwest of Saigon, was directly accepted
by Comrade La Duc Anh alter discussion and after a decision had been made at the head-
quarters of the commnd. Comrade Vu Iang, commander of the IIT Army Corps, and '
Comrade Nguyen Hiep, politieal officer of this army eorps, arrived on 12 April at the
headquarters of the campaign's commnd to preceive missions, O©On 14 April, Comrade
Nguyen Hoa, commander of the I Army Corps, and Comrade Hoang Minh Thi, deputy
political officer of this army ¢orps, also arrived in time to receive their missions
after receiving messages, According to reports by Cemrade Nguyen Hoa and ‘Hoang

Minh Thi, on 9 Mareh the III Army Corps received an order to engage in fighting.

On 2 April, the 320-B Division set oub first, Subordinate armed branches gradually set
out after this divisionts departure, On 7 April, the last unit of the ITI Army Corps
set out. It was estimted that all the III Army Corps units would arrive in the
assembly area,
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After pointing ocut the enemy's characteristics and what must be overcome in a newv
decisive battle on a new battlefield and after assigning -:lssions to each armuy corps,

I further emphaslzed that the comrade commanders must rapldly take thelr units to the
assembly areas on schedule, satisfactorily organize command and communications activities
and keep all their units' actions secret befope they opened fire, I particularly tolc
them to pay attentlon to educating their trcops on the deeisive significance of the

campalgn so as to ilnsure victory in this war and to insure that they strictly observed
diseipline and correctly implemented pelicles when they entered the eity.

In a sincere and affectionate tone, Comrade Pham Hung addressed the comrade ¢corps
commanders before their.returnto thelr units to implement the plan. He said: "Dear
comrades, we in B-2 are very happy about our great victories in the Central Highlands
and ¢entral Trung Bo. We reallze that we have the opportunity to liberate the whole of
South Vietnam this year. Once South Vietnam 1is liberated, we will move forward tocwand
reunification, and the imperialists will never be able to come back. You will fulfill
the naticnwide national democratic revolution mission with us in COSVN and the South
Vietnam Military Farty Committee and with the Scuth Vietnamese armed forees and pecple.-

" Since the. founding of the party, this is the most glerious historie mement, In the past,
[Vietnamese king] Quang Trung attacked Chinese aggressors at lightning speed; but his
troops halted in thelr drive. Today our trocps have come from the north to cooperate
with the armed forces and psople 1n this southern region but do not have to stop anywhere
because our troops have won victory everywhere they have attacked. They have launched
swift attacks and have won great victories.

"®he strength of cur party, pamtriotic people, snd people's army I8 grezt indeed, Our
party has a traditional sense of unity, and our people and the army also have a tradition
of unity: The south and north are one and the same household, and Vietnam 1s one country.
This is a baslc factor which insures our victory.

" on behalf of the central Political Bureau,I congratulate you, comrades, for your recent
victories, your timely presence on the South Vietnamese battlefield and your readiness
to participate in this last historic, decisive, strategic battle to be launched againsgt
the last den of neocolonialism in our country. I wish you complete victory. Complete
victory will be ours,"

In an emoticnal tone, Comrade Pham Hung added: "We must manage to be in Saigon to celebrste
Uncle Ho's bipthday."™

Comrade Le Duc¢ Tho told the corps commanders: "the party has entrusted the southern party
organization, all the soulhern armed forces and people, and all our armed forces with
fulfilling the task of liberating the south. Each corps--which is a strong force operating
in large-scale combat coupdination with the various armed branches, is equipped with
modern weapons and enjoys the support of local forces and the assistance of other armed
branches and services--must fulfill its mission in the most satisfactory manner. We will
attack Saigon when the enemy it disintegrating and in a weak positicn. However, since

that city 1s his last stronghold, he will strike back because he has no escape route,

The enemy has5 divisions against our 15, execluding the strategic reserve forees. Thus, we
cannot fall te wiln victory. This has been the view of the pParty Central Committee,
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"Upon my departure, other brothers of the Politiecal Bureau said: !You must wing
otherwise do not return.! This 1s the determination of the Political Burean,

"Me U.8. imperialists definitely will not intervene again, At present, all official
U, 8. statements have ruled out the possibility of renewing U.S. intervention, The
situation is very favorable, and our ‘capabilities are great., We must Tirmly grasn the
opportunity and quicidy and firmly do our job, " '

Comrade ILe Due Tho also urged the corps commanders: (arefully study the terrain,
because the newly-arrived corps are unfamiliar with this battlefield; study the
complex layout of Saigon itself; and formulate methods for maintaining communications
during ecombat, for organizing air defense while moving or camping and so forth,

He stressed the factor of surprise, instruecting all units to deal as mny surprises

to the enemy as possible, and to strilm at vital points and key organs of the enemy.
Comrade Le Duc Tho presented the vivid example of two persons engaging in a fight: no
mtter how strong the adversary my he, he will be lnocked out 1med1ate1y if we strike
right at his nerve center,

He d1d not forget to remind the corps commanders that the people of Safgon with their
struggle movement and tradition of revolutionary struggle, though temporarily coerced
by the enemy, would be very likely to rise up if they were supported by the military
forces with their mapld, vigorous and continuous offensive from the outside,

Concerning timing, the comrade said that the rainy season was now approaching, that
we must act quickly to successfully fulfill our mission before 1t arrived, and that
it would be more meaningful 1f we could fulfill our mission in May 1975,

Lying awale and thinking one night in a forest in our Loe¢ Ninh base area amid the

deep rumbling of moving tanks and artillery prime movers, the callsigns of radio-
telephone operators and the voices of members of the staff, politieal and logistical
sections who were engaging in discussions, we recalled what Uncle Ho had satd d.ur:Lng_l
his lifetime as well as what he had said in his testament, We also recalled the

life he had devoted to the revolutionary cause and the fact that Saigon had been named
after him, ‘The campaign command then wanimously decided to send a message to the
Political Bureau suggesting that the general offensive for the liberation of Saigon

be named the Ho ¢thi Minh campaign in accordance with the great significance and large
scale of the campaign,

At 1900 on 14 April 1975 the Political Bureau sent a message numbered 37/TK to the
battlefront, which read in full as follows:  "Agree that campaign for Saigon be named
Ho Chi Minh campaign.," The message was signed by Comrade Le Duan, our respected and
beloved first secretary of the party Central Committee.

Part XIV: "Battle Positions Are Taking Shape"
Hanol NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 1 May 76 p 3 BE/WA

{Text] Saigon-Gia Dinh 1s a large munficipality with 3.5 million people and 1,845 square
kilometers including suburban districts., It has many high builldings of rather solid and
sophisticated architecture, This was the enemy's last den where all the leading agencies
of the puppet army and administration including important storage and rear bases were
concentrated; it was the most important military, political and economic center of the
enemy,
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The terrain of the Salgon area is somewhat complex with rivers, canals and swamps
crisscrossing the scuthern area of the munieipality and swampy fields abounding in the
southwestern area, while the terrsin of bordering areas is dry snd passable with Routes

9 and 10 leadilng directly into Saigen., In the northern and northwestern arcas and especially
the eastern area there are many large bridges leading into the municipality, such as the
Beng, Jang, Binh Phuoc, Binh Trieu, Ghenh, Dong Nai and Saigon bridges. It was reported
that the enemy had plannzd to blow up these bridges to prevent our troops from advancing.

If these bridges were not promptly takesn over, it would be difficult for our tanks,
artillery and cther heavy tactical equipment to enter Saigon, and our major troop units
would encounter many problems if they had to move away from the main lines of ¢ommunications
sinee the rainy season would start by mid-May. ' '

Having lived for more than 100 years under the Prench colonialist regime, then under the
U.5. neocolonialist regime, the Saigon pecple had enjoyed independence and freedom under
the DRV regime for less than a month. Since the day the U.S. imperialfsts sent threip
troops direetly to Scuth Vietnam, they had transformed Saigon and South Vietnam into

8 neocolony and, through thelr brazen, sophisticated and insidious schemes and policies,
had poured massive amounts of weapcns and dollars inte South Vietnam to enslave the

reople ideclogically, pulitically and culturally, They and their henchmen had completely
destroyed the traditional foundation of geod merals and customs of the society. Druz
addiction, prostitution, gambling, hooliganism, robbery and murders spread everywhere.
Nearly all families had one of their members directly or indirectly lured, forced or
induced into their peuple-repressing and coercing war machinery. They circulated noncy
and commodities lavishly to create a wealthy class of militarists and bureaucratic
comprador bourgecisie whe licenticusly lived off the pecple's blood and bones, and they
created a consumer economy and society entirely dependent on foreign capital. Their CIA and
psychelogleal warfarc apparatuses resorted day and night to distortion, deceit and terrorism
in order to make the Pecple shrink from or at least fear the revolutionary resistance.

However, the traditionally patrictic Saigon-Gia Dinh people opposed the impefialists andé
thelr henchmen. The streets and canals in Saigon-iia Dinh record many imposing feats of
arms and herocic deeds of the various Strata of the people. The Saigon party organization,
which operated un a battlefield cf flerce fighting that consumed many cadres, and the base
of the movement , which had been repealedly persecuted by the enemy, Wwere still holding ou'.
This reflected cur party's reputaticn and exploits.
whom Wwe met symbolized the hard and dangerous yet glorious struggle of the Saigon‘people.
Their eyes and words reflected the people's desire to rise up to smash the U,8, lackey
Tegime and galn independence and freedom. The Saigon-Gia Dinh people, stalwart, indomitable,
brave and loyal during their glorlous struggle against the U.S, imperialists, assumed the
responsibility for ccordinating with the regular armed forces in composing a great epic
resounding through the streets. The farces being staged by the U.S.-puppet clique and

the seenes of the pecple's misery which we watched on a4 television set in the campaign
command post made us impatient and made us long for the start of the battle.

The command post had recently received a new directive from Cumrade Le Duan, who, after.
disoussions with the Central Military Party Committee members, told us to make preparations

for a few more days and wait until most of the T and ITI corps forces, including infantry
and support units, arrived to launch the offensive. [paragraph continﬁes]

The leaders of various movements in Zaigen

'
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From now until the launching of the Zeneral offensive, it was necessary to intenzify
the operations of the columns in the western and southwestern areas and to sever
Route 4, foraing the enemy to disperse his forces for ecounterattaeks and making it
difficult to guess our intentions, This would sow confueion and fear among the enemy
ranks In Saigon. At the smame time, special units would promptly infiltrate Sai?oh.
and columns from other directions would also intensify their operations to creste =
favorable conditions for the great offensive. : '

While the ma jor unite from the north, Central Highlands and central Trung Bo were
gradually moving seuth, a huge volume of materiel and equioment was being moved day

and night to storage areas and units which were preparing for the decisive attaek

on S8aigen, The eouthern combat units took this rood cpvortunity to vigorously ‘intensify
their operations with a new spirit and with new experiences and made great efforts,

Units of the Bth and 9th military regions as well as saoner and special units within
and on the outskirts of the munioipality continually caused the enemy many casualties and
won much war materiel from the enemy; liberated a large number of important areas
linking various enclave bases loeated deep hehind enemy lines in Long &n, Go Cong,
Ben Tre and My Tho; opened new corridors from eastern MNam Bo through Dong Thap to _
western Ram Bo; completely controlled portions of many eanals on the outskirs of the
mnieipality and used them.as transportation routes to move in more reinforcements of
personnel and equipment. The provineial units were bullding forces while fighting,
Recruiting of new troops was intensified in provinces and districts to activate more
provineial groups and district companies of loeal armed forees. Platoons of militia
were developing in villages. Some villages had a company of guerrillas. Newly
activated units were promptly equipped with weapons and ammmniticn from base areas,
mostly with those seized from the enemy. These aotivities had convinced some -
eneny units in the 4th Region to desert and vartly obatructed operations of the
enemy air and naval foreces. - e

The IV Corps of our regular armed forces since 10 March had closely coordinated with
the Central Highlands forces in launehing several successive attacks to eradieate
many enemy troops and liberate Dau Tieng subsector, An Loe eity and Chon Thanh
distriet and had fully taken advantage of the area north of Saigon to eontain the _
enemy's 25th Division in Trang Lon, Tay Ninh Province, and to exert pressure on the
enemy S5th Division defending lai Khe, Ben Cat distpiet. : '

From late March to early April 1975, IV Corps swiftly moved its forces from the areas
northwest and north of Saigoﬁ to Dinh Quan to liberate Lam Dong city and Di Linh town,
then eoncentrated its forces on launching a major attack on the enemy's 18th Division

in Xvan Loe eity, Long Xhanh Provincs. '

Xuan Loe city in early April 1975 became a vital defense area for the enemy in the

3d Military Region to proteet the eastern side of Saigon. This eity was a defensive
outpost of the U,S.-puppet elique. Therefore, the enemy made every effort to sustain
the defense of Xuzn Loe eity so as to prevent our troops from advaneing on Foutes 1
and 20 to Saigon. On Route 1, our troops had approached Phan Rang, while on “oute

20 they had moved to Kiem Tan after having - liberated lam Dong, Dalat and Tuyen Due.
The enemy strove to defand ¥uan Loc and Long Khanh to secure a‘river poute between
Saigon and Vung Tau to move U,S., aid goods by sea to Saipon along the Lonr Tau river
and Route 15, which were later used by the enemy as his withdrawal route.

As long as Xuan Lo¢ and Long Xhanh were maintained, the Bien Heoa-Muce Trong-}han Traeh-Fa
Ria-Vung Tau frontline would not yet he threatened, end it would still te possible
for the enemy to eontinue aetivities at the Pien Hoa and Tan Son Nhut airrields.
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Therefore, the eneny intended to defend Xuan loe and Long Khanh at all costs. The
enemy III Corps, in general, and the 18th Divirion, in particular, were still Intact
because they had not yet been mauled as units -.r the enemy's 1st and 24 military
regions had been. Moreover, the Baigon puppet armed foreea and edministration and
the United States were strenuously supporting Xuan Loe with the hope of vrolonging
their agony and finding a solution through whieh they might survive without suffering
complete loes, collapse and defeat. .

On 9 April 1975, IV Cornps, comprising the 7th, 3U4lst and 6th divisions and 7th Region
forees under the command of Comrade Yoang Cam and with Comrade Hoang The Thien as
politieal commissar, opened fire and attacked Xuwan Loe. For the Tirst time the units
of IV Corpe, which were full of enthusiasm and experierced in eombat, econfrorited a
desperate,diehard enemy,

In faet, the enemy mobilized all the foraes of the 1”°th Division, strengthened the 34
Cavalry Brigade, took part of the 5th Division which was in a defensive position

along Toute 13, the supporting artillery battalions, the multibattalion Ranger units

of the 3d Military #spion, and also the badly mauled multibattalion Ranger units

of the 1st and 24 military rerions whieh haa not vet been reorranized and reinforeed,
and poured all these troops into Xuan ILoe. That was a desperate move of the U.8. -puppet
rerime, which was ready to sacrifice its troops and officers when it was on the verge of
eollapse,

That was not enough. The enemy sent the 1st Paratroop Brirade into Yuan Lo¢ and -
mobilized to the highest degree his remaining air forces {n Fien Hoa, Tan -Son %hut and
@n Tho in an attempt to vrolong his agony. That also was not enough., The Saigon
puppet armed foreces and administration also mobilized the whole apparatus of the
domestie and Western propasanda and psywar media for Saigon and Xuan Loo in order

to "boost the morale” of their troops and commanders, Le Minh Dao, eommander

of the puppet 18th Division, boastfully said: "We must fight a resounding battle

to win world admiration and more U.S, aid." He suddenly became a "strong mn," a savior
of the Thieu regime, thanics to articles written by journalists who rlaced dollars
above honor by signing their names in diareputable newspapers. Right at the outset,
the fight in Xuan Loe became fierce, oOur Tth, 6th and 341st divisions had to launch
repeated attacks on that eity to annihilate targets one by one and to repel numerous
counterattacks of the enemy. The enemy's 43a Regiment suffered heavy losses. It was
necessary for our artillery assigned to the eampaign and our divisions' regular
artillery to use an extra amount of ammunition. A number of our tanks snd armored
vehiclex were out of order, while others had to return to staging areas to replenish
their pasoline, lubrieant and ammunition. :

Part XIV Continued
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 3 May 76 p 3 BK/WA
[Part XIV: "Battle Positions Are Taking Shape"]

[Text] At the outset, the 1V Corps plan to attaek Xuan Loe 414 not fully take into
account the complex development of the sitmtion; nor did it fully assess the enemy's
stubbornness and the Bee-8aw nature and fierceness of this battle, whieh was caused
neither by the enemy's 18th Division nor the scope of the Xwuan Loe-Long Khanh battle
itself but by the fact that the Yuan Loe battle would determine the collapse or
survival of the Saigon Puppet administration and the prolonpation of the Thieu
regime's agony. It was, therefore, impossible for us to organize, command and

conduet the firht as was initially planned, so we had to change our fighting method
according to the situation,
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During the days that IV Corps attacked Xuan Loe, the campaign command on the one hand
had to urgently draw up and ocomplete the plan to attack Saigon and, on the other, had
to direct the regional command and the IV Corps command to modify their fighting
methed, While the ensmy was strenuously regrouping his troops and pouring them into
Xuan Loo, we were Btrengthening the 95th Infantry Regiment and supplying additional
fuel and ammunition to. IV Corps.

Comrade Tran Van Tra once again went from Loec Ninh to IV Corps to teach the new fighting
method and urge its implementation,

After the enemy had poured troops into Xuan Loc to organize its defense, we deemad 1t no
longer necessary to concentrate forces to continue the direet attack on Xuan Loc, We
decided to shift forces to attack ensmy units coming to countersttack which had not yet
firmly established their positions in the outer perimeter and still lacksd fortifications
and close coordination with one another, At the same time, we directed our corps units
to use long-range artillery to shell Bien Hoa girfield day and night to prevent enamy
fighter planes from taking off,

‘Then we attacked and octupied Tue Trung and Kiem Tan, annihilated the 524 Régimant of
the 18th Division, took Route 20 and headed to Dau Qiay, firmly bloclked a streteh of
Route 1, destroyed. a number of tanks, and repelled the enemyt!s 34 Cavalry Brigade which
oame from Bien Hoa=--thus isolating Xuan Looc from Saigon,

Meanwhile, IV Corps continued to use artillery to destroy the enemy artillery forces one
by one and to annihilate one after another the units of the L8th Regiment and the 1st
Peratroop Brigade which came out a8 reinforcements,

On 16 April, our troops liberatsd Phan Rang, annihilating the forward command of the
enemy's IIICorpsand capturing Gen Nguyen Vinh Nghi, Our eastern column moved forward

en masse and, tegether with 6th Region troops, liberated Phan Thiet on 19 April, Tta
forward units reached Rung La, near Xuan Loc, on 20 April, FRunning the risk of annihila-
tion, all the enemy forces in Xuan Loc fled in disorder on the night of 20 April by provin-
¢ial Road 2 in the direction of Ba Ria, Intercepted and attacked en route, the enem&_
forces left behind a large quentity of vehioles, artillery and ammunition, Some Western
Journalists had to cable their editorial staffs requesting that the reports they had Just
filed be forwarded immediately that night so as to ocatoh up with developments in the
situation, However, the Saigon army radio station brazenly continued its afforts to
boost the morals of the remants of the 18th Division hiding in forests in the Ba Ria
area, '

The liberation of Xuan Loo opened the eastern door to Saigon welcoming the forces of the
I and XV Corps and the 3d Division of the S5th Military Region for the final decisive
strategic battle,

The 5d Division prepared to advance to Pa Ria and Vung Tau,

Bafore launohing a general offensive on Saigon-0ia Dinh, the eastern colum created a
very faverable position for attack, '

Southwest of Saigon we had directed our forces to the Ben Luc and Leng An areas, thrust
through the Tay Ninh-Kien Tueng corridor, clesred the areas of Ben Cau, Ben Soi and Queo
Ba, controlled part of the Vam Co Tay River, continued advancing toward Tan An and Thu
Thua, advanced toward and attacked traffic on Route U, and destroyed small adjacent posts,
thus developing a liberated region for use as a hase area for the forces of the Oroup
232 command to ‘prepare to launch an offerisive against Saigon from the southwest,
[paragraph continues)
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Tanks, amphibious vehicles, 85mm low trajectory guns, 122mt and 1%0mm artillery units,
antiaireraft battalions, the S5th, 3d, 9th and Sth infantry divisions, the 16th, 88th

end 24th independent regiments were ready, and hundreds of tons of gasoline and oil had
regched the units., Rooket and mortar battle positions were rapidly setup around the Can
Tho airfield, waiting for the moment to attacic thea last den of the enemy airforce once
Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hoa came under our control,

The setting up of battle positions southwest of Salgon was a marvelous exploit of the
western Nam Bo armed forces and people becsuse topographic conditions made it very
difficult te deploy a large force, especially one with heavy weapons and technical
equipment, as thousands of artillery shells of various types had to be carried on
shouldsrs or by small boats, Roads on which vehicles and artillery could move were rare,
and sometimes there was only one road crossing swampe and barren areas, Artillery battle
positions had to be set up along roads.

Radio was the only means of communication from the campaign command to the scuthwestern
column,

The nearer the deadline, the more urgent it was for the southwestern column to establish
its battle position, It was very important to maintain the utmest seerecy in securing
bridges, ferry-boats, and loglstic movement routes so as to spring a great surprise on the
enemy fromn this important direction,

One enemy division was drawn in this direction and the scuthwestern defense line of
Saigon became thinner and mors vulnerable,

Northweat of Saigon, the enemy's 25th Division was still firmly clinging to the Tay Nink
area, Thls showed that the enemy was stalemated, The police and administrative organs
of the puppet administration in Tay Ninh burned papers and documents and stealthily

f'led to Saigon,

We refrained from attacking and annihilating Tay Ninh but had to pin down the 25th puppe*
Mvision forces there to prevent them from retreating ard regrouping in areas adjacent to
Saigon, Our ITI Corps sent a regiment of the 316th Division to cross the Saigon River
and cut off = stretch of road from Tra Vo and Bau Nau to Go Dau Ha to prevent the enemy
from using it, The regional armed forces units of eastern Nam Bo, Tay Ninh and Binh
Duong surrounded and annihilated regional and popular forces posts and shelled Trang Lon,
firing some 20,000 105mm shells and nearly 5,000 175mm shells, The enemy!s 25th
division was stretched along Routes 1 and 22,

Our special action units assigned to carry out activities inside Saigon city =nd our
sapper units had already azdvanced into areas close to the city and were secretly deployed
to attack fixed targets,

Meanwhile, cur sapper units, mortars and long-range artillery shelled Bien Hoa airfield
every day without interruption so that at night enemy aireraft had to move from Bien Hoa
to Tan Son Nhut to avoid cur shelling, We thus gradually controlled and paralyzed Bien
Hoa airfield, Then, we hestily prepared our firepower to shell the last two enemy air-
flelds--Tan Son Nhut and Can Tho--in order to reduce the combat capacity of the enemy
airforce, to shake the enemy's morale, to check his evacuation plans, and to create
favorable conditions for the general offensive sgainat Saigon-Gia Dinh,

On the morning of 8 April, we were working when we heard the news that a patriotic
pilot flying an F-5E of the puppet airforce had just safely landed on Phuoe Long air-
field in the liberated areas after bombing Independence Palace, [paragraph continues]
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He was asirforce Lt Nguyen Thanh Trung, a native of Ben Tre and one of cur party members
who had long carried out secret activities within the enemy airforce, He was the son
of a distrioct party committee member who sacrificed his life during the revolutionary
struggle,

Nguyen Thanh Trung disclosed that the puppet airforce had only 120 A-37's and 70 P-SE!8,
that only two-thirds of the righting capsoity of these aireraft coculd be used, that they
could make at most 120 sorties daily, and that it was not necessary to continucusly shell
the Bien Hoa airfield--we need only pump in one shell every 30 minutes becauss pilots
would get out of their shelters snd beard their aireraft half an hour after each shell
explosion, and such a shelling method would be effective and economical,

in idea suddenly came to us, and we requested the high command's authorization to
immediately send Nguyen Thanh Trung to Danang to instruct a number of our MIG fighter
pilots how to fly the many U.3,A=37 planes which we had seized and to form an A=37
squadron for use 1f the need arose,

Part XIV Continued
Hanol NHAN DAN in Vietnamese U May 76 p 3 BK/WA
[Part XIV: "Battle Positions Are Taking Shape")

[Text] Prior to Jeining the campaigzn, the Saigon front sapper units, comprising intelligent,
resourceful and courageous fighters whose exploits were well-known throughout the country,
were reorganized into six groups under a unified command;

Group 10 was assignad to the Nha Ba and Long Tau areas to attack ships and cut off the
snemy route from the Long-Tau River to the ses; Group 116 was stationed in Nuoc Trong-
Long Binh; Group 113 was put in charge of the Bien Hoa area; Group 115 was stationed in
Lail Thieuand Quen Tre to wait for the order to advance into 3ailgon; Group 117 was stationed
in Vuon Thomand Ba Vu to wait for thes ordsr to attack the western area of Saipon; QGroup

429 was sssigned tc prepare to attack artillery battle positions in the Sth and 9th
precinets,

The Saigon special action combatants had long been renowned for their calm and valiant
struggle which had repeatedly struck fear into the Americansand their puppets, Theass
combatants had earlier attacked 0,3, hotels in Saigon such as the Caravelle, Brink,
Vietoria and Metropole, attacked the puppet police general directorate and the a,S8,.
embassy, sunk the ghip Card in the Saigon River, and shelled the Independence Palace, Tan Son Nhut
airport and the puppet "national day¥ ceremony; thair strength inereased greatly now,

they oocupied strong positions both in end cutside the city, Thera were also four battal-
ions and many spectal sction units outside the city, and we had 60 special action teams
as well as 300 armed persons and the forces of the masses organized and commanded by the
special action forces within the city, The armed forces of the Saigon-Gia Dinh municipal
unit were also rather strong,

On Joining the campaign the armed forces in Nha Be, Binh Chanh Mam, Binh Chanh Bac, Tan
Binh, Hoc Mon and Go Vap, which had earliep consisted of one platoon in each of these
districts, now inocreased to one or two oompanies, In Thu Due in particular, there wes
a battalion, and our foreces {n Cu Chi were also strengthened, The municipal unit also
included the main force regiments which had already been deployed in Gia Dinh, not to
speak of our cadres and combatants who for many years had been carrying out special
activities in the municipality or working in enemy organs and who were supplying us with
timely and vital information as they awaited the arrival of the great army,
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The Saigon-@ia Dinh municipal party committes printed and disseminated hundreds of
thousands of leaflets and set up propaganda assault units. The zeething impetus of the
masses made the perplexed enemy even more baffled and agitated and further weakened the
enemy's coercive apparatus al the grassrcots level., In a few days, we introduced intec
the c¢enter of the municipality many hundred more cadres and armed unit members. Present
in Saigon were scores of municipal party committee members and cadres of equivalent rames
members of distriet party committee standing committees, hundreds of varty members,
thousands of mass organization members and tens of thousands of reople whom we could
mobilize to take to the streets, We also had political organlzations in the varicus wards,
controlled scores of big and small printing sheps, prepared hundreds of vehieles equipped
Wwith loudspeakers and used thousands of meters of cloth to make flags. Large numbers of
cadres whose Job 1t was to take over the administration of the eity were sent to the
outskirts of the city.

In order to implement the directive of the party Political Bureau, the Central 0ffice for
SYN and the Central Military PartyUommitteehaddiscussedandapprovedplansfor the general
offensive and uprising throughout B2. Compade Saur Dan (Vo Van Kiet) was appointed
secretary of the Saigon-Gis Dinh municipal party committee and concerned himself sclely
With matters pertaining to the mass uprising in order to cocurdinate it with the genaral
offensive of the regular army corps in the city--the last stronghcld of the enemy .

In short, before the signal shot for the general offensive on Saigon was fired, we had
already set up a siege on this city from different dirsctions. From the eastern directicn,
Wwe had cut off Route ! and reached Trang Bum and were ready to eut Route 15, block Long
Tau River and control Vung Tau while paralyzing all activities in Rien Hoa zirfield.

From the western and southwestern directions, military units of the 9th Military Region
had already moved into the area stretching from Cai Von to scuthern Can Tho, and more
important still, they had already entrenched themselves along Route Y4, the main artery
leading from Saigon to the Mekong River delta. Meanwhile, military units of the 8th
region had extended their operations to scuthern Long An and stocd ready to cut Route 4
and Cho Gao canal,

At that time, the big forces of the campaign had gradually moved intoc their staging
positions. The IV Corps, after capturing Xuan Loe, had elosed in on Trang Bom.

From the scutheast, the II Corps had already closed in on Long Thanh, Vung Tau, Nuoc
Trong and Ba Ria.

The 232d Group had already reached the Vam Co Dong River and Hau Nghia, The 5th and 8th
divisions had taken up positions alcng Route 4 from Tan 4n bto Cai Lay cluse tu My Tho,
In particular, two infantry regiments had moved intu Can Duce and Can Giuoe close to
Saigon's Bth Precinct.

From the ncorthwestern and northern directions, we already had an expanded liberated area
stretching from Loe Ninh to Phucc Long; and the I and III c¢orps had already closed in on
Dong Du, Cu Chi, Phu Loi, Binh Duong, Lal Khe and Ben Cat. ’

All corridors linking the various units in different directions were open, and campaign
and strategic communications lines were linked together satlsfactcrily, insuring high-
speed trarffie for various types of vehicles. [paragraph continucs ]}
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Por the first time in decades of resistance in Nam Do, trucks of the transport branch
of the logictical departments of the south and the various military regions could now
move amoothly from the eastern region to interprovineial Route 26 in northarn Cu Chi,
to Binh Co and Binh My in northern Tan Uven, and to Long Khanh and Ba Ria,

While cur leadership force and revolutionary administration had already moved to the
clty suburbs, some elements had infiltrated the city itself to mke preparations for
the uprising of the masses and for taking over the city administration,

The situation inside Saigon was sarefully studied and reported daily to the campaign
commnd,

Right in Tan Son Yhut during the days of seething aoctivities throughout the south, a body
of our cadres and combatants constantly maintained their communications. This was our
military delegation to the Two-Party Joint Military Commission headed by Comrade

Ho Xuan Anh, which regularly transmitted daily situation reports, During these davs,
the delegation members firmly believed that we were going to attack Saigon even though
this information had been kept from them, 'These comrades had been living for almost

3 years within a bloclmde set up by the eneny, but they firmly maintained their stand
of unmitigated struggle against the enemy, promptly and strictly carried out all
instructions given by the higher echelons, and promptly reported to us all information
concerning the opinions of the people of various strata and enemy activities, which
they gathered through various means, including their own observations, Seeing that

50 many enemy aireraft had flocked to Tan Son ¥nut and that some of them were pariked
near the complex housing the delegation, they sent a message suggesting that artillery
striles should be launched on the airfield, The message said in part: "We will dig
trenches and hold on to cur combat position here. TIf the enemy rerains stubborn, our
artillery forces should continue to rain fire on him. Do not worry about us, We are
proud and ready to make sacrifices for the total success of the campalgn and our
revolutionary cause,

The housing complex of the delegation members had been built by the puppet administra-
tion with corrugated iron roofs, earth floors and wooden walls, It was surrounded by

& barbed wire fence. It was very difficult for them to dig individual foxholes and
communications and combat trenches without being seen by enemy guards, but our comrades
started digging during the night. Having no pieks and shovels, they had to use fence
posts and daggers, The earth they dug up was elther pacled onto the floor, stuffed

Into gunny sacks, wrapped in clothing or hidden in the storehouse. Having an opportunity
to exchange a number of Joint Military Commission personnel, who were trapped the day

we attacked Ban Me Thuot, we decided to bring out several comrades who were truly needed
for the campaign and had the others, iIncluding the head of the delegation, remain behind.
And, while making plans for the shelling of Tan Son Nhut, we instructed the comrades in
charge of the artillery many times so that they knew where our delegation was living

and could avoid harming them,

As preparations were being made for the Ho Chi Minh campaign, our comrades at Tan Son Nhut
took up a stalwart and valiant offensive position, This position not only represented
the revolution and the just cause in the political field, but alsc helped the party
further understand the people’s feelings toward the cause of 1iberation as well as the
enemy during the enemy's final days., It 15 certain that in these seething days and
nights, our comrades at Tan Son Nhut awaited the coming of our forces more anxiously

than did anyone else.

After the Mau Than Tet offensive on Saigon in 1968, the enemy had arrogantly boasted
that the Vietcong would never be able to attack Saigon again. [paragraph continues]
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New, looking at the battle resitions already arranged with the c¢lose coordination or
our forces inside and outside Salzon city and at the areas now firmly under our centrel,
and determining the targets at which we would strike right at the beginning of the
gathering offensive while working out the timing and finishing the remaining taske
before H hour--the last K hour of the war and also the greatest H hour in our nation's
history for the rast century-.ge felt happy, elated and proud,

Fart XV: "Boldness, Surprise, Sure Vietory"
Kanoil NAAN DAN in Vietnamese 5 May 76 p 3 BK/Wa

[fext] When I was still in the Central Highlands and We learned that the Political Bureau
had made a new decision to attack Saigon before the arrival cf the ralny season with

thinking about methods for the attack. By then, even though we did not yet have a flrm
understanding of the eneny's actual situaticn in Salgeon or of the whereabouts or movements
of revolutionary foreces within that city, al1 necessary Initial preparations and plans

had been made on the basig of the mission assigned, Noticing the enemy's strategic
confusirn and decline in morale, we tried to think of a fighting method that would bring
about a result similar to that achieved in Ban Me Thuot. Nevertheless, it was certain
that with complex vrganizational conditicons requiring a higher organizational form, the
coming campaign would have to be c¢onducted on a very large scale. Because of the decisive
impact this campalen would have cn the revolutionary war, on changes in the balance or
forces between our side and the enemy and on the emergence of new factors deriving from
victories already won as well as the vast size of Salgon city and the urgency concerning
timing, various Preparations would have to he made quickly. 1In particular, it was necessary
Lo ¢closely organize, lead and effect coordinaticn among all forces whiech would participate
in the offensive 1n crder to insupe certain victory. or course, in attacking Saigon this
time, we eoculd not simply again use the old fighting methods in a mechanical manner; it

Was necessary to further develop our military art in a more creative manner. Nevertheless,
all these Problems ~-such as how we could creatively developthemilitary and how we should
organize forces--could be solved only by taking into censideration the multifaceted de-
velopments in the current situation.

These questions, thoughts and caleulations Were nagging at us, especially after the day we
got a map of Saigon from the enemy map sterage in Ban Me Thuot,

Recalling the weekly and monthly reports that had been submitted by the scuthern command
and the Saigon rarty committee on the military, politiecal and economic situation and on
the struggle by people of all walks of 1life for a deeent life, democracy, peace and
national reunification, and recalling the reports submitted by the various units that had
attacked Salgon in 1968 and the recent report by Comrade vu Long, cadre of the southern
staff, cn the southern command's plan for the 5pring-summerp campaign, we had the Necessary
additional knowledge of Saigon to prepare a plan to attack Saigon.

C-ntemplating fighting methods While riding in a car to B2, I questioned Comrade Hoang
Dung about varicus details which had slipped my mind: How large and how deep are the
rivers around Saigon? Has the city Porulation grown tc 4 millicn yet? Is the puppet
25th Division under the command of Ly Tong Ba? and other questions. I alse instrueted
him to cable the 6th Region to send perscnnel immediately to the Dalat gecgraphical
directorate to Procure maps of Saigon that Wwould be sent to the A4-75 group in B2 as soon
as possible,




