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Part X: IIC:1pitaliZe em Vlctor:,"u 

Hanoi NIlAN DAN in Vietnamese 22 f.pI' 76 p 3 BK!wA 

[Text] When the Central Highlandn front opened firc, our armed forces also begcn t::J 
cO::lrdinate their activities in 'Iri 'Ihien. In areas southwest of Hue. 0. rru.mher oi' 

units of our II Al"!!lY' Corps attacked and captured various enemy positions on the Nt;.1 L ·,n2 
line and on the Mo Tau 303 high point and annihilated part of the lst puppet Division. 
~e enemy mounted a sustained defense effort and fiercely counterattacked and blocked 
our advance. On 19 ~arch. our infantry and tanks crosSed the Thach Han River and 
liberated Quang noi city. With the Tich lliong_~'uang no:!. city-Thanh Hoi defense line 
smashed, the enemy pulled back to defend the line south of the fI't)r Chanh River. 

Following the enemy IS serious defeat 1n the Central Highlznd!:.>, the Political Bureau and. 
the Central ':ilitary Party Committee pI'omptly assumed leadership over the Tri Thien fron: 
and directed the I:;: Ar:r.:; COl"'1>::: to rapidly change the direction of its offenSive. On 
17 March, the ~i Thien Military Zone was ordered to send ita farces at once from the 
mountain areas to the ~oast to r0t.ivate the masseS to lntens-:fy the people's war, to 
press cl::>sely on caml'!Uln:"c;.;.t1ons lines and the outskirts of HUe city. to intensify 
military proSel;y'tizing ;~cti\'ities and So forth. At the same tir..e, the II Army Corps 
was ordered to intensify its attacks from the Truoi area and to strategically sever H/~' 

fr::>m Danan~. On 20 March, the II Army Corps was ordered to be ev~n r":ore bold and agiJ.(~_ 
It immediately abandoned the Nui Bong and Nui Nghe areas and concentrated all its 
forces on cutting Route 1, maki!"'l,g direct thrusts toward the coast, blocl:ading eua 
11man port. attackine Phu Ba1, closely presSing on Hue Cit:; and pl"ever..tlng the lst 
puppet Division from fleeing from 'lhua 'Ihlen. Moreovet·, the 'lri 'llilen Hilitary Zone 
was directed to send the zonal am. proovincial arnw Units as qUickly as possible to 
attack the coast, to send another unit to attack areas close to Hue city and blockade 
eua Thuan port. and to coordinate with artillery in shelling CUa Thuan port. 

Meanwhile, Ngo Quang 1ruong 1st tactical Zone puppet corr.m.."lnder boasted over HtJ.e 
radio: "I shall liie in Hue city. 'Ihe Viet Cong will enter this old capital over nw 
dead body. tJ As for 'IhieU, hE ballyhooed over Saigon radio: rlWe haVe abandoned 
Kontum and Pleiku simply to preserve our strength. r:a Nang, Hue, the 3d Military 
Region and the J.s.th r·~ilitary Regi':m Hill be defended to the end. II 

EXecuting the directives of the Political Bureau and the Central l'lilitary partjr C'Jr:-Jl1it~ "'., 
the II Arrrw Co:rps atta~ked and captured Kim Sac Mountain and went or: to cut Route l. 
We were informed that our tanl·:s hz.'l purSued and attacked the ener.rJ 1s 7th Armored 
Regiment and that 'tlithin a very short period af tirr.e the enemy1s convoy of armored. 
ears had disintegrated. Some had burst into flame'S, end S0:.te t'.3.d overturned. \I.e 
attacked and captured the Phu we district capital and completely cut the enetr.yIS 
escape routp from Hue to Danang. Another unit of our armed forces crossed Route 1, 
moved tr.roup:h Phu Vang tow:uod Cua ThuCln p.)rt, 8.nd c~(!atE:d conditions ':"01" the ~.aEScE. 

there to arise. 

On 22 March. we launched a large_sca Ie off ens ive to smaGh the My Cha.nh River line. 
1he enemy pulled back alone the S::H1g Eo_An Lo_~{uo!".e Dien line in order to defend 
Hue cit::. 



• 

The Tri Th1en armed forces attacked the 147th 11arine Brigade. captured the springboard 
south of the SOng Bo River, attacl.:;ed the enemy on its counteroffensive and then advanced 
toward Cua Thuan port, Hhile the artillery of the military zone shelled the Tan f.1y-Cua 
Thuan area, and coordinated with our· sapper units in laying mines to tc'lockade CUa Thuan 
port. 

on the evening of 26 f'.-~arch I was in the command P03t cave reexar.11ning the plan to execute 
the General staft IS orner on activating the III .1I.rmy Corps and organizing OUr :!'orees to 
defend the Central Highlands after liberatton. I t .... as also reviewing plans to c: ,'elop the 
Central Highlands arl'!lY units and the preparations for a planned move of rear service and 
reconnc-.issance units to eastern Nal" Bo, when! :'1eard Comrade Tuyen quietly reciting a 
poe~ to himself in that beautiful Hue accent: 

Ou.r Hue is happiest today, 
011r troops are advanCing toward Cua Thuan port and our units have entered Hue city, 
GreetingS to old people, sisters and brothers, 
Greetings to the brother troops who have just returned from the jungle. 

ronrade Tuyen had Just been informed by Hanoi that Hue--his native land--had been 
1 J.herated. 

On being told that Hue had been liberated, I could not control my ernotions. !.1y eyes were 
filled with tears. I remembered that on the day of liberation of Ban :file Thuot, Comrade 
Pt1an Ham returned to the command post from Ban r,1e Thuot city to report on the situation. 
r:')r.rade Phan Ham saluted, shook hands with me '.md then embraced me. lie was choked With 
"'IT:otion, his eyes filled tolith tears. He coUld say just one sentence: lIour victory is 
E'xtre~el:T great, brother. II 

!:ue had now been liberated forever. ',je were the mc:sters of Hue city for only for 25 
:::lays and nights during the 19GB r·;2.U Than Tet. Comrade Tran Van Q,uane. as well as the 
brotr.crs in the command posts and the army units tLat had participated in the general offen­
sive ar.d uprising on the Hue-~oute 9-Khe Sanh-Q;,;.ang Tri f'ront in t:le spring of 196£, \.;ere 
certainl;:.' e;:tremelY happy on learning this neHS. I lit a cigarette. I had quit sr.;olcing 
long ago, but each time we succeeded in solving a thorny problem, won a victory or achieved 
,articular success, I sffio:ced a cigarette "'ith particular satisf~ction. hen the comrades 
8l'o'.Jnn me, including t:--;.e guards. r;aH ne s:1',oke a cigarette tl':ey knew that T ',:as enthusiastic. 

".;e le8.rned that on 26 Harc:: our artillery shells had shal-::en windows Sn Hue city. Faoed with 
our strength, tte ener.1Y cou.ld not defend tl:e city. The Phu roi airfield was s~elled, and 
all flights were canceled. Communications routes were cut. The enemy was left with onlY 
the route leading to Cua Thuar. ~ort for fleeing to the sea, but this route became one of 
d::sorderlY withdrawal for the enemy. Tal".ks, armored cars, transport trucks ~nd tens of 
thousands of enen:y troops poured onto this road. }lany groups of enemy troops and officers 
f:r'2d I)n each ether to Clear the way for their flight. ·,,then the way 'l-laS blOCked, the enemy 
abandoneG even their vehiCles and fled on foot. 

,~~'ua. Tr.ucm port Has dOGin8.ted by cur art:Lllery. ani enemy ship:; could not come in to pick up 
the fleeing troops. ';,hile one of our army units liberated :lue City J other units of our 
armed forces crossed Houte 1 from the south, crossed the Ta Trach .. dver from the west, 
and advanced toward the coastal area. They surrounded and attacked the enemy, captured 
tbe majority of enemy troops in Cua T:-'.lan port <'Inc! seizp.j hun1reds of tanks and arti11e.t"'J 
pieces and t::ousands of truc;cs of various type::;. The 1st Division, once regarded by the 
l<x;ericans as a seasoned division of the puppet armed forces, was annihilated and dis­
integrated. "·re were noH in 8. pOSition to directly t:r.reaten J)anang City from the north • 
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In coordination with the Central lI1;;hlands front, the 5th HiHtary Zom a~med forces, in addition to using the 3d Division to attacl: the ener.1Y and cut Route 19. liberated Tien PhUQC and Phuoc Lan, defeated the enemy on its counteroffensive, liberated Son Ha, Tra Eong and almost all the adjoining aroas, and at the same time intenSified their attac,," against the pacific"tion forces in the coastal aroas in variOUS provinces, especially in Quang Ngai and Binh Dinh. 

After our great victories in the Central Highlands, the regional party co~~ittee and the 5th Military Zone party committee, anticipa ting a ne" opportunity, cast aside plans to dC!velop the ot'fensiv<a toward the south and shifted the direction of our offensive to the north with the airTl of creatine conditions for our attacks on Danang. 

On 24 and 25 ~Brch, the 2d Division of the military zone, in cooperation with the regional forces, annihilated and disintc~rated the 4th and 5th regiments of the 2d puppet Division and liberated Tam Ky and Tuan Duong. The Quang Nga1 regional forces, in cooperation HiU~ the masses, attacked, rose up and libera. ted the northern part of the province. tva annihila ted the enemy and liberated the Chu Iai base, At the same time, the Quang Ifgai armed forces and political forces repeatedly attacked, rose up and completely liberated Quang Ngai Province. 

Frof.1 Saieon. Thieu again called f'or the defense of'Danang until death. On 26 I'larch, the Political Bureau and the Central HiUtary Party Committee directed the II Army Corps and the 5th r·!ilitary Zone to hold fast to set guidelines, carry out bold and unexpected initiatives to ta~:e the enemy by surprize, conc~ntrate forces to annihilate a groat part of the enemyl s potential in Danang--partlcularly the marine diviSion and the 3d D1visio.l': of the puppet armed forccs.._and to win Great victory in this deciSive strategic battle so as to create favorable conditions for further decisive strategic encounters. 

Part X Continued 

lIanoi If HAN DAN in VietnaClese 23 Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[Part X: "Capitalize on Victory") 

[Text) On 26 l'11rch I cabled brother Hoang van Thai, deputy chief of the General Staff, requesting him to order the II Amy Corps to immediately bring its long-range artillery to within strikinc distance of the airfield and port of Danang, urgently mount a siege on this city and boldly advance into this city to destroy all the encrr.y forces ~ssing there. If this plan was achiev~d, we would be able to facilitate future operationE or. the Na", Eo battlefield. I asked the Central Military Party Committee to send brother Ie Trang '.I'an~ deputy chief of the General Staff J to supervise the II Army Corps attack on Danane to insure victory. 

Tho II A~my Corps operatinG on the Tri Thien front was composed of the 304th, 324th and 325th divisions and a nu.'llber of technical units. On '" r·l3.rch the Centra 1 rUlitary l11rty COIllr:1ittee decided to set up the Quang ill Front Comr.and with Comrade Chu H'.lY Man as political conunissar and Comrade Ie Trone 'Dln as cornr.ander. COl.lrade 'fun boarded a helicopter in lIanoi to fly to Gio Linh. Up to that t1:o1e Comrade Chu lIuy Man hed been in command of a unit operating ver-y far away, between Quang l'in and Quang Ngai. 
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To attack Danang it was necessary to set up the cornmand headquarters west of nanang. 
Upon his arrival :tn ~'Uang Tri. Comrade Tan took a road east of the Truong Son range to go 
to A Luoi where he prooeeded to an area west of nanang. While en route. he stopped at 
a general telephone switchboard station to contact the various units. Seeing that the 
situation was urgent, CO!":1rade Tan talked with Comrade Man on the phone to determine 
the com·oat methods to be used. Thus. the comm&nd and the party co;nmittee of the Quang 
Da front had not yet met each other. 

Beginning on 26 March Darlang city was in a chaotic situation. Our forces quickly advanced 
to close in on the c1 ty. The enemy wa.s forced to abandon his plan to hold up in Danang 
and began using Boeing 727 fS and helicopter5 to evacuate some .American advisers and part 
of the puppet forces. The puppet troops fought iiITlong one another for pIa ces on the plane. 
causing noisy, brawling scenes at the aiI'field& SomE: of them were run over by taxiing 
air-craft on the runway; and others got themselves entangled in helicopter landing skids. 

Together with their families, puppet officers and soldiers jostled one another to get to 
the evacuation flights. Pr'ial- to their retreat, enemy marines comrni tted robberies, 
took part in shooting inCidents and committed rape. Meanwhile, 3.200 new recruits 
undergoing training at the Hoa Cam militar'Y training center !"evolted, deserted and joined 
thE revolution or returned to their families. 

Our big a:-tillery guns began bombarding Danang airfield, Hoa Khanh Base--the headquarters 
of the 3d puppet Division Comrnand--Son Tra port and the command headquarters or the marine 
division in Non Huoc--thus driving enemy troops in the city into greater panlc~ 
Our brothers who had been detained in Non Nuoc prison staged a rebellion to break away. 
The 2d Division of the 5th Military Region under' the command of Comrade ~;guyen ::l' .. on closed 
in south of Danang after liberating Tien Phuoc, Phuoc Lam and Tam Ky. 

On 29 March ground tr~ops and tanks of the II Army Corps, together with the armed 
forces of the 5th Mill tary Region, advancing in four directions --north, northwest, 
southwest and south--rapidly and directly attacked the city. They captured Nuoc Man and 
Danang airfields and other important positions. especially the Son Tra Peninsula. 
Meanwhile. an independent regiment of the military region also attacked and occupied 
Non Nuoe and Nuoc Man. Some revolut!0nary organizations and our special action troops 
ift the city controlled Trinh Minh The bridge and hoisted the revolutionary flag at the 
city hall. Self-defense forces personnel and the people led the way for our troops to 
quickly capture enemy positions ~nd hold surrendered enemy troops and POW's. 

The city was not subject to de5t~uction. The airfield, military barracks and government 
buildings remained intact; public utilities were still in sp.rvice: and ferryboats were 
still in operation. We seized 26 aircrart. 20 tanks and 40 artillery pieces. Within 
32 hours we had destroyed or disbanded more than 100,000 enemy troops, captured a strong 
military base complex and liberated Danang. the second largest city in the south. With 
the liberation of Danang, we had completed the destruction and diSintegration of the 
I Corps and totally liquidated the puppets' Military Region I--creat1ng conditions for 
!Speeding up the total collapse of the puppet army. 

I also received news about the situ,ation on the Nam Bo battlefield through a letter 
sent by Comrade Tran van Tra, commander of the Nam Bo armed forces and the 6th region. 
which was also known as·' B2. In Long Khanh and along Route 20. after liberating Dinh 
Quan. Hcai Duc and Cia Rai. we prepared to send a larg~ part of the 7th Division 
supported by artillery and tanks to attack and liberate lam Dong • 
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Firmly grasping the opportunity and operating with combat oOOrdination among various armed 
branches for the first time, the 7th Division of the IV Army Corps moved in formations 
along Route 20, with armored cars opening the way for tanks followed by ground troops and 
artillery pieces; and the division personnel fought enemy troops whenever they showed up 
with unpreoedented vigor. Enemy troops, caught by surprise and driven by fear, fled 
from their bunkers and fortifications. 30me ot them ran up the nearby hills and stood 
there, watching our troops I advance. The 7th Division advanced rapidly and liberated Lam 
Dong Province completely and Bao Loc City. Comrade Tra regretted he bad not had suffi­
cient forces to proceed immediately to capture Lien Khang-Drang and Dalat after 
l1bera ting Lam Dong. 

On Route 22 in Dau Tleng, after destroying enemy forces at the Dau Tieng lubsector, Ben 
Cui, Ong Hung stream, Cau Khai and the Dat Set intersection on Route 26, our troops cut 
Route 22, 100lating TayNinh. and de.troJed regular puppet troops, creating conditions 
for our forces to attack and liberate Tay Ninh. 

In the area of operation of the 5th and 3d divisions. atter opening a corridor leading 
to the 8th Region in the Mekong Delta, we WOuld destroy the 9th Infantry Division and 
the 4th Armored Brigade of the puppets in Moe Hoa before mounting an attack on the Moc 
Hoa subsector. We had exPanded our control over the areas north of Cat Be in My Tho 
and east of Klen Phong and the Nguyen Van Tiep canal. 

In the 9th Region of western Nam Bo, our a~ed forces in Vinh Long developed their opera~ 
tions satisfactorily, but those in Hau Giang were still developing their Offensive a little 
slowly. Generally. the enemy in Nam Bo was still strong in numbers. but his morale 
had been seriously shaken by the grave defeats sustained in the 1st and 2d tactical 
zones. t~vertheless. since we had not scored any big military victories, the enemy had 
yet to show any signs of diSintegration. 

To create opportunities it was necessary to conduct big annihilating battles and deal 
surprise blows with a view to completely diSintegrating the enemy and rendering him 
at a loss to reorganize his forces. The baSic law of the war was to destroy the enemy's 
military forces, including manpower and war materiel. The enemy had various types of 
troops and forces. Only by correctly determining the targets and smashing the enemy's 
key forces would we be able to disintegrate him quickly, change the balance of forces to 
our advantage and create an ever-spreading chain reaction. 

At this time, the main target of our forces waS the puppet regular army, especially 
its top leading organs. By correctly applying strong blows, we would trigger the disinte­
gration of the whOle defense system of the puppet administration on each battlefield. The 
enemy would not disintegrate and flee if we failed to deal deadly, rapid and continuous 
blows. 

At the central Highlands Front Command Headquarters, on 18 March--when the enemy was 
retreating from the Central Highlands--we discussed the trendS for developing the 
operations of the Central Highlands forces. We came to the follOwing assessment of the 
situation facing the enemy and ourselVES: 

Our victories in the Central Highlands had had a very strong impact on the enemy's 
strategic deployment of forces and his morale. By going on the offensive and quickly 
developing battle gains, we could speed uP the enemy's diSintegration. To avoid an 
isolated and besieged position which would mean no more supplies end, sooner or later. 
destruction, the enemy had been forced to hastily withdraw from the Central Highlands. 
The enemy. s plan to wi thdraw his forces from the Central Highlands was ailrled at defendj,ng 
the lowland provinces in Military Region II which were now vulnerable to attack. 
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In Binh Dinh, the enemy had the 22d Division, while other provinces were only defended 
by reglonal and popular forces. 

Meanwhile, the enemy maintained his forces around Saigon, but reinforcements might be 
lent there. In the entire south, the enemy's II Corps had sustained the greatest 
losses in manpower and had to abandon a strategically important area--the Central 
Highlands consisting of five provinces. This was unprecedented in the history of the 
Vietnam war. The enemy1s II Corps had also been suffering from the most serious slump 
in morale. In the short term, it was most unlikely that this corps could organize 
large-scale counterattacks in the Central Highlands in general and in Ban Me Thuot in 
particular. 

The enemy's defeats in the Central Highlands and on other battlefields had further 
weakened the Thieu administration. If the enemy sustained more military defeats. this 
would lead to a possible downfall of the Thieu adm1nistration. Our victory in tho 
Central Highlands vas very great as it had gone beyond our expectations. we nov had 
many favorable condItions to continue capitalizing on victory. The enemy was now in 
confusion and paniC and was being closely pursued by our forces. Our forces had IUS­
tained only marginal looses in combat; the fight1ng spirit of our troops had increased 
greatly. We vere still strong loglstically--only part of the ammunition earmarked tor 
the plan had been used. and a fairly large quant1ty of ammunit10n had been seized from 
the enemy. OUr strategiC communications l1nes now allowed SMoother and quicker passage 
tor trucks. 

There Itill remained a month and a halt of the dry season for us to continue our opera­
tions. All our battlefields throughout the south had developed their operation. with 
good coordination. In the short term, the question was to determine the correct direc­
tion for develop1ng the operations of the Central Highlands forces in the most con­
tinuous. rapid and effective manner 1n order to make full use of their might in the l.ast 
possible time. Such a direction must be aimed at destroying as many vital forces of the 
enemy I. pos.ible and strategically dividing both militarily and administratively the 
territory under the Thieu administration 1s temporary control 1n the south in order to 
upset the arrangement of strategio positions and the strategic situation of the enemy 
and to further aacelerate the m11itary disintegration and political decline of the 
Thieu administration. It we stopped and launched our offensive in another direction, 
the enemy would regroup. 

After intense diSCUSSions, we agreed that the direction for strategiC development of 
the operations of the Central Highland. forces wa. to advance eastward. Specifically. 
our forces swept toward the coast and joined the armed forces of the 5th Military Reg10n 
in liberating Binh Dinh and Phu Yen provinces and part of Khanh Hoa Province--destroying 
a good part of the enemy's vital forces and liberating more than 1 million peopl.. By 
this time. filled with excitement. our troops wanted to rapidly advance toward the 
lowlands in the flush of victory as the people in the coastal areas were enthusiastically 
repairing and building roads and moving rice and ammunition to greet the arrival of 
our main forces • 
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Put X Continued 

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 24 Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[Part X, "Capitalize on Victory" ] 

[Text] Thus we would control all the three strategic routes--Routes 7. 19 and 21--which 
linked the mountainous zone with the lowlands, and the densely populated coastal areas 
of the 5th Region with the sparsely populated Central Highlands. This military sweep 
into the lowlands was also aimed at destroying the 22d puppet Division--the remaining 
force of II Corps. Meanwhile. our spectal action and local forces 1n Blnh Dinh, Phu 
Yen and Khanh Hoa provinces stood ready to annihilate the two or three enemy regiments 
which might be sent from the 1st or 3d tactical zone to reinforce the 22d Division. By 
achieving this, we would basically succeed 1n sMashing the enemy 1a II Corps. liberate 
the 2d tactics1 zone, cut the enemy's defense system 1n the south into halves and 
thereby isolate his 1st tactical zone 1n the north. 

Later on. we made the following adjustment on our plan: After liberating Khanh Duong 
on Route 21, we would sweep toward Mo trak PaS8 and create conditions ror liberating 
Ninh Hoa before proceeding toward liberating Nho Trang and cam Ranh. At this t1me. 
it was necessary to resolve two problems: we must quickly consolidate the armed torces, 
issue more weapons to the various units and guide them in the methods of fighting the 
enemy. The logistical problem presented no difficulties because we now controlled 
three strategiC routes leading to the lowlands. which allowel! for the transportation hy 
truck of troops, weapons, munitions, grain and food. The general political department 
sent over many cadres who would not only strengthen the troops' morale but would also 
actively contribute to building the basic-level administration in the areas which had 
.1ust been liberated, while the general technical department assigned to the front more 
than 300 engineers and workers to repair hundreds of tanks, trucks and artillery pieces 
captured from the enemy. 

On 19 March I worked with comrades Bui San and K1en, members of the standing body of 
the 5th Region Party Committee; and Comrade Can. member of the 5th Reg10n Party Committee 
and secretary of the DRrlac PrOVincial Party Committee. The situation In the provincial 
capital and its surrounding areas had been gradually stabilized. Most of the people in 
the provinCial capital had chosen to stay with the revolution. Markets had been re­
opened and hospitals were working again. Water supplies had been restored after only 
2 day.. The people of all walks of 11fe had held meetings to welcome the liberat10n of 
the1r native land. Most enthusiastic were the workers. youths and students who had 
volunteered to clean the streets, repair the radio station, restore power and water 
supplies and participate in the maintenance of public order and security. During mass 
meetings held in the provinCial capital, the people had posed many questions about their 
lives: Would they be allowed to work in the f1elda all day long and return home after 
dark? Would they be allowed to fell trees in the forests? Would they be allowed to 
withdraw money from their bank accounts? Would cIvil servants and teachers continue to 
receive their pay? Would schools be reopened and what about the curriCulum? I passed 
on my views to the local leading comrades and instructed the Central Highlands Command 
to help resolve some major problems such as building the baSic-level administration 
and the local armed forces: implementing the various economic, cultural and educational 
policies; organizing relief aSSistance for the 100,000 people in the provincial capital 
of Ban Me Thuot and its surrounding areas and for more than 50,000 evacuees in rtearby 
areas; and correctly carrying out the policies toward the various ethnic iriL'1ority groupr, 
the bourgeoisie and foreign residents • 
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There was a serious shortage of local cadres, and it was hoped that ethnic minority 
cadres who were attending the school of nationalities 1n the north as well 8S cadres 
from elsewhere throughout the country would be sent here to help. 

As an initial step. we set up a military region whioh would Simultaneously perform the 
task of military management and provide leadership in various fields over the three 
province. of the Central Highlands. The military region party committee was made up 
of military and Civilians, along with administrative and party cadres. This organi28-
tion would not appear publicly but would directly guide the protection. restoration and 
building of the economy in the Central Highlands. We estimated that hundreds of thou­
sands of hectares of land in this region could be exploited over a number of years--ln 
fact, only the day before a combatant had exclaimed: tlGoed God, just take a look at the 
land around Ban Me Thuot! It is vastl It is just not true to say that our country 1s 
small and poor." 

The miliary sweep toward the coastal plains of central Vietnam along Routes 19. 7 and 
21 began with a vigorous surge. Advancing along Route 19. the 968th Division liberated 
Binh Dinh Province and. together with the }d Division of the 5th Region. destroyed and 
disbanded the 22d puppet Division in Phu Phong. Lai Nghi and Phu Cat. The people in the 
provincial capital of Qui Nbon rose up and joined the local armed forces in liberating 
the city and the Phuoc Ly and Phuoc Hai peninsulas. thus preventing enemy ships from 
picking up remnant enemy troops waiting on the shore. On the same day. we attacked and 
occupied Go Quanh A1rf1el~. capturing 1.000 enemy troops and seizing }O aircraft. 

Moving down Route 7. the }20th Divi.ion liberated Cung Son. Tuy Hoa. Tuy An and Song 
Cau. and totally liberated Phu yen Province. 

At that time. puppet General Pham Van Phu. Commander of MR II,noisily called for the 
defen.e of Nha Trang to the end while the U.S. consulate there wa. making preparations 
for evaouation and the puppet officer. and men. together with their families, were 
packing up to flee. Three thousand puppet troops at the Lam Son Training Center and the 
school for noncommissioned officers 1n the northern part of the city fled to the city 
center. Policemen guarding the oity prison also took flight. Two thousand imprisoned 
puppet soldiers broke out of the jail, seized weapons and began to fire indIscriminately 
and go on a robbery rampage, spreading still more confusion 1n the city. 

Meanwhile. on Route 21. Comrade VII Lang and Comrade Nguyen Hiep with the loth DiviSion 
led by Comrade Ho De pursued the fleeing enemy to the coast. Comrade VII Lang especially 
wanted to liberate Ninh Hoa as he had strenuously fought against the Prench aggressors 
there 29 year. earlier, On arriving at Phuong Hoang Pass. he was ordered to return to 
meet me and receive new orders. After liberat1ng Khanh Duong and Ninh Hoa. the lOth 
Division marched into Nha Trang city. The people and some policemen in the city went 
out to greet our troops and guide them to occupy various pOlitlons. Our troops stDrmed 
into Pham Van Phu's residence but he had fled, not even having time to finish his meal. 
Some enemy forces in Nha Trang escaped to Cam Ranh, The loth Division. in the flush 
of victory. continued the offensive and liberated Cam Ranh--one of the biggest and most 
important military ports--thus totally liberating Khanh HOa Province. 

Pbam Van Phu fled to Phan Thiet and was informed by the deputy commander of MR III that 
Thieu had annexed the two southernmost provinc.s of MR II--Ninh Thuan and Binh Thuan-­
to MR III in order to form an outer defense ltne protecttng S.igon. Thus. the entire 
MR II of the puppets was era.ed from the map . 
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On learning the status of our numerically strong reserve forces In the Central Highlands, 
we ordered a unit to attack and liberate Delat. After liberating Delat, we had to create 
conditions tor .ending our troops to attack and capture Thanh Son Airfield in Phan Rang, 
an important air base of the enemy which commanded the road on which our forces would 
march to Nam Bo. we dispatched a sapper regiment to carry out this task. Dellt was 
well known not only for its vegetables and fruits but aleo for being a reeort city and 
a cultural and scientifiC center. Situated there vere In atomio research oenter and 
many schoole and institute.. We had to instill in our troop. who were to attack Delat 
•• atisfactory eense of discipline and organization so that they would be able to 
sucoeeefully take control of the city and protect and maintain all equipment, mean. and 
facilities. Equipped with trucks and artillery pieces, the 198th Sapper Regiment under 
the command of Comrade Kinh pa.eed Quang Duc Province and entered the provincial capital 
of Gia N~hil. where it was joined by the regimente of eastern Wam Bo which had been 
liberated. Together, they moved forward and liberated Dolat. 

At this time, cadres of the front staff had to admit somewhat ruefully that they could 
not draw maps quickly enough to catch up with the advance of our forces: all the battle­
fields were surging forward 1n the flush of victory. 

Part XI: "New Opportunity. New Strategic tec18ion ll 

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 26 Apr 76 p 3 BIVWA 

[Text) While the Central Highlands troops gradually advanced to the delta on three 
strategic routes. on 20 March we received a message informing us that the Political 
Bureau and the Central Military Party Committee bed just met to a.sess the eituation. 
OUr recent great victory had had a strategic sign1ficance and marked a new turning 
point in the South Vietnam war. The enemy was planning to carry out. large-acale 
strategic retreat in order to concentrate forces 1n the Saigon area and part of the 
Mekong Delta and perhaps also 1n Danang and Cam Ranh wi th a view to establishing 8 
relatively strong position to seek a political solution--formlng a coalitton government 
or agreeing to a partition ot South Vietnam. It vas, therefore. necessary for us to 
10le no time 1n using the factor of great surprise 1n matters of timing, direction of 
the attaeks, strength and boldness while insuring certain victory. Accordingly. the 
Political Bureau weighed pros and cons and drew up a plan to liberate Saigon earlier 
than hod been antiCipated. 

On 27 or 28 March, the Political Bureau sent Comrade La Duo Tho to .ee me in the Central 
Highlands to officially infoI'Iil me of 1 ta resolution. Meanwhile. messages were sent from 
Hanoi to comrades Pham Hung and Tran Van Tra in Nam Bo, and Vo Chi Cong and Chu Huy Man 
in the 5th Region to immediately join me in the Centrol Highlands to receive information 
about the Political Bureau's intention and to discuss the plan to implement it. Thus, a 
new development was shaping up, a new task being formulated by the realities of combat 
and the clever mentality of our party, snd a new great opportunity was coming. 

With impatience, I waited for the arrival of Comrade De Due Tho and for the extremely 
important instructions of the Political Bureau at that historic moment of national 
his tory. 

During its 24 March historic meeting. the Political Bureau had assessed that our strate­
gic general offensive had started with the Central Highlands campaign. that a new stra­
tegiC opportunity was coming, and that we had the necessary conditions for carrying out 
our deCision to liberate South Vietnam at an early date • 
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The Political Bureau intended to ~oncentrate forces. weapons, and technioal and material 
mean. to liberate Saigon before the rainy season--that is, in early May 1975--and to 
take advantage of the enemy's strategio retreat to annihilate and disintegrate the 
enemy I Corps and the bulk of his II Corps and to prevent hi. troops from withdrawing 
and regrouping around Saigon. 

That val a strategio decision ot our party, army and people. Exactly as assessed by 
the Political Bureau, the situation was evolving very quickly every hour and minute. 
and the enemy was perplexed and confUsed though his troops were still numerous. 
There1"ore, we should act quickly and knock him down. If we allowed him to carryon until 
the rainy leason, the situation would become complex. 

On 25 March, the Political Bureau sent me a cable in1"orm1ng me of its final decil10n that 
three divisions should urgently be deployed from Routes 7 and 21 to carry out the plan 
to liberate Saigon, that a number of units of technical branches should also maka 
quiok preparations so the plan might be implemented in a month or more and that the 
sooner these troops were deployed, the better. The message added: "We will carry cut 
our plan durIng the dry seaSon because heavy rains will fall 1n about 2 months. Even 
if the rainy season has started when we near Saigon, there will not be many obstacles. 
We Ih ... ld try by all means to overcane difficulties. The situation is changing. 
Thero ~l1l be new opportunitie ••••• The situation is developing very rapidly now. our 
pla .. 11 a bi! leap fo ..... rd. We must make every effort not to lose time. Hot lOSing 
t1Jne and se1zing every opportunity at this point would be a very dec1sive move. II 

On receivina the Political Bureau's message, I pondered ways to carry out its plan most 
sati.tactorily. Should the 320th and loth divisions stop pursuing the enemy and be 
tranoforred immediately to Ham Bo or should they move into the delta, liberate Phu 
Yen and Khanh Hca prOVinces and attack Nha Trang and Cam Ranh? Then, should the 320th 
Divl.ion u •• Route 7 to return to the Central Highlands, and should the lOth Division 
follow Route 20 to launch operations in the direction of Nam Bo? 

If we let our troops seize opportunities to rapidly pursue enemy troops and destroy and 
disintegrate them as quickly as possible and also seize opportunities to annihilate other 
enemy troops in Military Region II, we would create favorable conditions for our 
forthcoming action which would have a decisive effect on the wcr--that ls, the liberat10n 
of Sa1gon-Gia Dinh. 

We caretully considered the tlme needed to fulfill our mission. our means of transport, 
the movement of heavy weapons, the means for rear service transport, battlefield 
preparatiOns, and the remaining period of the dry season so that the 320th Division might 
complete the liberation of Phu Yen and the lOth Division begin attacking Cam Ranh 
wit~t hampering the scheduled launching of operations into Nam Bo. 

DuriQI tho recent battles, the Central Highlands divisions had won quick and gre.t 
vi.tori •• in attacking cities and did so without stumbling. Therefore. we placed 
great confidence ln the war-seasoned div1sions of the Central Highlands. 

I imparted these thoughts to the Political Bureau and proposed that the Central Highlands 
unit. o.ntinued expanding their attacks toward the delta for B tew days more. Since 
our tl'oops were decidedly in the flush of Victory and the enemy troops were in disorder, 
we had the conditions to attack, annihilate and diSintegrate large enemy units and to 
occupy key areas in order to both preclude f'Uture troubles tor our troops engaged. 1n 
the", 10 .ampaign and to .imultaneously distract the enemy • 
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If we did so, we could still adhere to the deadline set by the Political Bureau and satisfactorIly carry out future tasks. 

I was very glad to receive a message from the !olitical Bureau and the Central Military Party Committee approving our battle plan. The message added that though still carrying out operations under favorable conditions, the Central Highlands troops should be regrouped and quickly strengthened before being transferred to Nam Bo to attack the key enemy areas according to the new strategic deciSIon. 

We were then faced with countless and very complex new tasks involved 1n organizing our troops to fIght and advance along coastal areas. First of all, we had to help organize local armed forces in the Central HighlandS provinces and to build local regiments and battalions and to prov1de them with adequate equipment snd weapons to defend their native la nds after the departure of the main forces. The 25th Regiment Was given add1tional artillery and antiaircraft guns and assigned to stand by to control Route ?1. 't'he ;::?tb R.egiment was sent to defend Ban Me Ttruot while a Darlae local regiment was set up to Join it in defending Ban Me Thuot. '!he Annamese cordillera unit. Were aSSigned to defend Kontum and PleikU.. There was already a local battalion which had been operating in Phu Bon. 

On 27 March, in view of the new situation and according to the instructions of the Political Bureau and Central Military Party Committee, I held a meeting with the Central Highlands Front Command at the new command post--which had been transferred to an area west of Route IL~-_to make known the gist of these instructions. Everyone was h',ghly enthusiastic, all agreed and all were resolved to strictly implement the instructions. 

We discussed ways to carry out the two most important tasks: I} to carry out the plan to regroup troops for consolidation, encouragement and rearrangement purposes and 2) to organize and immediately send more than 50,000 troops and thousands of tons of material from the Central Highlands to Nam Bo. 

I declared the formation of the III Armv Corps and assigned taskS to the corps command composed of comrades Vu Lang, commander; Nguyen Hiep, political commissarj Nguyen Nang, deputy commander; and Phi Trieu Ham, deputy political commissar. The III Corps included the loth, 320th and 316th divisions. The 968th and 3d divisions were sent back to Military Region V. Comrade Hoang Minh Thao, former deputy commander of Military Region V, who had already fulfilled his mission in the Central Highlands, now returned to Military Region V to command a eolumn composed of the 968th and 3d divisions to move from the delta to Cam Ranh to replace the Central Highlands divisions which were about to go on other missions. 

We set up a light command organ with signal equipment for this column to maintain direct contact with me~ I shook hands with Comrade Hoang Minh Thao and hugged him after our great victory in the Central Highlands. We affectionately wished good health to each other so that we would be able to win complete victory. Then we said goodbye. 

1 
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Part XI Continued 

Hanoi NIlAN DAN in Vietnamese 27 Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[Part XI: "lIew Opportunity, New Strategic Decision "J 

[Text) The III Army Corps had been formed, and it took the lead in the period that was 
the turning p01nt of the war. At the time it was formed, a new development occurred-­
the more we fought the stronger we became, both tacticallY during this campa1gn and 
strateg1cally during the general offensive. 

Until then, after each f1ghting season or military campa1gn we had usually spent some 
time to consolidate forces, reorganize troops, review exper1ences, improve troop strength 
and equipment, and prepare battlefields and secure supplies. Generally, we had let out 
again stronger than before; however,we had never become stronger while fighting. During 
the victorious Route 9 campaign in southern Laos in the spring of 1971 after ~3 days of 
combat, although there Was still opportunity, We had to stop our operations without 
being able to advance quickly toward Khe Sanh. During the spring-summer Tri Thien 
campaign in 1972, after liberating Quang Tri, We could only take our offensive to the 
My Chanh River, where we had to stop. But in 1975 the situat10n was completely d1ffer­
ent. We had conducted repeated campa1gns, and had grown stronger 1n a marked and steady 
manner dur1ng the f1ghting. The Central Highlands armed forces, init1ally composed of 
regimental and divisional s1ze un1ts, had after only less that a month of fight1ng been 
organized into a very mob11e army corps complete w1th var10us techn1cal armed branche •• 
Our armed force. in Tri Th1en, the 5th Region and Nam Be had also grown and matured in 
a .1mUar manner in terms of material forces and morale as well as f1ghting ab1lity and 
organizat10nal and command methods. For the first time dur1ng the development of the 
central Highlands armed forces, each of our battalions reached fUll numerical strength, 
more than 400 troops, and each of our d1visions had a basic firepower super10r to that 
of their enemy counterpart. 

The opportun1ty to .11berate Saigon had become r1per and r1per. Our party Pol1t1cal 
Bureau--be1ng completely imbued w1th a spir1t of revolut1onary offens1ve, mak1n& a 
sc1entif1c analys1s of events and having the v1s1on to deteat new deve1opments-oWas 
determined to cap1ta11ze on th1s opportun1ty to develop the offens1ve and to promptly 
solve all problems 1n the most act1ve manner. At th1s t1me hesitat1on, procrast1nat1on 
or delay WOUld have been a grave error. 

On 28 March General Weyand, ch1ef of starf or the U,S. Army--the man who had furled the 
aolors of a U.S. m111tary un1t that had w1thdrawn from South Vietnam 2 years ear11er-­
arr1ved in Saigon to prepare a defense plan for the puppets. After our armed forces had 
completely ~1b.rated Cam Ranh on 3 Apr11 as well as the territory north of th1. base, 
and dther destroyed or disbanded the I and II corps o~ the puppet Sa1gon adm1n1.trat10n, 
Weyand hurr1edly urged the puppet foroes to estab11sh a strong outer detense line 1n 
Phan Rang to check our advance. He sent a cable to the united states request1n& emergen­
ay a1d for the p~pet admin1strat10n. Pres1dent Ford sent an air11ft to transport weap­
ons from Ba.ngkok, Tha1land, to Saigon and used g1ant Galaxy C-5 transport plan .. to fly 
trom the United state. to Tan Son Nhut hundreds of art111ery p1eaes and a lot of weapons 
and mun1t10ns. He also d1spatched tour b1g LST transport vessels together w1th the a1r­
araft aarr1er "Hanooak" and 15 large he11copters w1th 300 marines to the South China 
Saa • 
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By this time the U.S.-puppets thought that after liberating the provinces of Military 
Regions I and II, we would have to leave many troops behind to dei'e:1d these localities, 
at least a regiment for each province; that, therefore, we could send no more than an 
ar:JY corps to reinforce our forces in eastern Nam Be; and. that even 'if we moved as fast 
as possible, it would ta!<:c us 2 months to arrive there. Fo::-', although equipped with 
many transport planes and vessels ~nd truc~sJ even the U.S.-puppets, if they wanted to 
move a force of this ::;l::e, Hould need <I_t leJst a month to get re3dy for combat. Thus, 
even during his dying hours, the enemy re:::alned ver:l subjective J.nd judged our ab1l1ty 
:l..n a completely erroneous manner. 

Of course J the enemy '·lGS no longer surprised that w~ would la1..U1ch continuous attackS 
throughout the south. However, it Has obvious that he had not yet discovered our direc­
tion of attack, the time for action, the forces to be used, the fighting methods, the 
stratecic plan or our extraordin3rY efforts to seize this new opportunity. Since the 
enemy had been caugr:.t by complete surprise in the Central Highlands as well as in Hue 
and ~~nane, he would st~ely receive an even greater surprise in Saigon. 

On :.. tIpI'll Cao Van Vlcn, chief' of the Joint General staff of the puppet army, noisily 
urged the puppet forces to resolutely defend their remaining territory and called for 
a l8st-ditch defense from Phan Rang south. He set up a forward cOffiWdnd of Military 
Region III tn Phan R:mg headed by puppet Lt Qen Nguyen Vinh Ngh1. The enemy orderec'. 
all fronts to trJ holding out until the rainy season of early June 197), When we would 
be unable to intensify our activities while he would be more prepared __ for according 
to his plan, h1s various recruit_trainIng centers would by l~\ Hay turn out a considera­
ble ntunber of troops--en01.J,ch to rN>' . .1.rrect SONe divisions that had been destroyed. 

3ince the beglnn1nc of the cOr.1.:raign, our troops had Won victory after victory. In par­
ticular, after the lightning battle of Ban ~~ Thuot and our attacks on the disintegrat­
ing enemy forces in Military Regions I and II, our armed forces became invincible. 
However, it \-las totallY incorrect to think that the enemy torces in the remaining po­
sitions in Military Rpgions III and IV. and especially in Saigon--the nerve center of 
the U.S. henchmen's rulir~ apparatus--would quickly di5integrate or collapse without our 
making careful preparations or mobilizing superior forces. 

Uam Be was the last stronghold where the enemy could reassemble his forces--the last 
defense line of an enemy made very stubborn and reactionarY by the nature of his class 
and his class interests. This · • ..fOuld be the site of the last battle that would mean 
victory or defeat for the revolutionary 'lersus the counterrevolutionarY forces, our 
people verSus U.S. imperialism, and sccl~llst versus capitalist forces. This fierce 
test oJ: strength did not allow us to be subjective~ nor d1d our repeated victories 
allow us to rest on OUI' laurels or consider the enemy to be the same as he was when he 
was fleeing in disarray. 

I asked the Political Bureau and the Central M1litary Party Co~~ittee to send from one 
to two divisions complete with various armed branches to join forces of the 5th MIlitary 
Region on Routes land 20 as the ready reserve f~rce of the campaign. Enemy fighter 
aircraft at Thanh Son airfield in Phan Rang. with an operational radius of only 400 lan, 

could not reach Danap~ or Kontum; therefore, He must boldlY use transport planes and 
sea-going vessels to move troops and a~l kinds of logistic supplies into Danang and 
Pleiku. Military reinforcements sent by the High Command should be mobilized for the 
decisive battle for Saigon instead of being dispersed in Tri Thien and the 5th Region. 
where local forces could be ~obilized • 

1 ,! 
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I made a tour of Ban Me Thuot. PhU Bon and Buon He to obGerve former enemy positions and the routes on which our troops had advanced in the previous campaign. '!he Central Highlands !'ront, where a turning point of the war had occurred, was shrouded in silence. Looking at the old battlefield where the entire enemy force defending the Central i!1ghlands had collapsed and where a flag of our armed forces was now seen victoriously fluttering, we further understood the enem1 whom we must continue to destroy in coming days. We felt boundless pride in the clear-sighted, flexible, resolute and timely leadership of the Political Bureau and the Central Military Party Committee, in the fine and creative organIzational and operational capabIlities of cadres at various echelons on the battle­field, and in revolut1onary heroism marvelously displayed by our people1s army. 

Ue urgently studied the information extracted from enemy officers and military documents we had captured in the Central Highlands to plan our next mOves. I viSited Ban Me Thuot prison, where brothers Nguyen Chi Thanh and To Huu and many other comrades had been detained and tortured by the enemy; however, they had maintained their revolutionary optinism. On th:!..~ very Bln He TIluot front 25 years earlier Some of our comrades graduating rron the first infantry training course had valiantly sacrificed their lives When the French army had attacked and captured 3m He Thuot. Anyway. we had prepared a meetinB site to receive brother I.e Due Tho who WOuld come to disseminate a resolution of the Political Bur'?au and the Central Military Party Committee to comrades Pham Hung I Va Chi Cong and Tran Van Tra and me. 'lhe meeting s1 te was a bamboo house temporarily erected in Ch'.l Leo on the side of Route 14 to the west of Thuan r·1an. However, promptr-.!d by the drastic developments of the Situat/ion, especially the liberatior. of the whole stretch of central Trung Bo. I cabled the Political Bureau suggesting that the meetinG in the Cco-ntral Highlandc be canceled and that we should GO directly to EZ--Nam Bo--instead and wait for Comrade Le Due Tho to hold a meeting there. Comrade Ie Due Tho left Hanoi on 28 JItlrch and arr1ved :in Do~ Hoi by plan'3 on the first leg of the journey. He was in a very Joyful mOOd; and ;rhile stopping over in Quang B1nh on the first night of his trip. he wrote a poem dedicated to brother 19 Dtlan as follows: 

Brother, you t~ld me to go and return tJith Victory; 
At tha t touchinG mor-len t, I could not spealc. 
Y')ur HordS are truly the call of Our eountry, 
\vhich fill me with vigor to crosS the Truong Son Mountains. 
The ~;ay to the frontline is enlivened by gOOd news: 
~I/ictories are scored eV0rywhere. 
Ao I hurry on my lone trip. 
puvorable opportunity has been civen us. 

On 31 Harch both Comrade Ie Due 'fuo, who was m::>vin[; a long the Truone Son rnounta in cha in, and I, in Bln ~ Thuot, received an urgent message from Comrade I.e Duan, which said in effect: As it is necessary to take advantage of this opportl.IDity and act quic:dy, brother Tuan should urgently go to Nam Be to meet brother Bay Cuong--that was brother Phan Hung. Brother Sau--that 1-taS brother Ie Due Tho--should go there J too, for the neeti.n0. Brothers 3ly Cuong and ""':"u Ne;uyen--that was brother TY'an Van 'l'ra--need not go to the Central Highlands. 

Comrades Vo Chi C~nc and Chu Huy Man in the 5th Region also received a Political Bureau message informine them that they no lon;;cr had to attend the Central Highlands r.1.eetin"~. In fact, Comrade Va Chi Cone, upon the liberation of the Central HiE~hlands, had ]~ft th"..:! 5th Region for the meeting. Arrivinc in Kontum, h~ saH that the Situation h3d developGQ considCl'3. bly and returned immcdia tely to ass UI1C lC:J.dc rship. 



upon hl.s I¥..'!turn. he found the Political Dure3.u m~ssage t",lling him not to go to Ban 
IIJe Thuot for the meeting with Cor.'ll-ade I.e Duc Tho. Comradp. Bu1 San, after working witr. 
me in Ban file Thuot. had left for Kontun in a hut'ry to meet Comrade Va Chi Cong. They 
did meet one another but were only able to work togp.thcr for a brief session before 
going their separate ways due to thE" f'xtreme urgency of the s1 tuaticn. E<:<ch and every 
leader clea!'ly felt the urgent need to tak~ advantage of the new op?ortunity and thus 
contribute to th(; party's general leadE"rship. 

Faced with the new apport' .. mit,y and the new strategic decisioIJ.. thr party. people and 
anny were most elated. Everyone was ready to offer his energy and intelligence and to 
emulate in fulfill.ine any mission entrusted to him. The slogan "Everything for the 
frontline. everything for victoryll had become a r€:·ality at the climax of the last stage 
of the anti ... U.S. resistance for national salvation. The great socialist northern rear 
had qu1ckly mob1l1zcd human and material resourceS for the battlefield. On the great 
southern frontline, our troops were marching forward in great numbers day and night in th_ir 
advance into Nam Bo at lightning speed and with firm contidence in victory. At this time, 
n0 force could check our advance. 

part nI: IlLightning Speed II 

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 28 Apr 76 P 3 BK/WA 

[Text] Since war is by definition a deadly c'1ntest, the final and decisive strategic 
battle Is always the ultimate test of strength between two sides anQ demands of both 
sides the utmost in leadership and practical action. On the morning of 31 March. the 
political BUreau met to hear a report by the Central Military party Committee on 
develoJlllents in Our offensive over the past 3 weeks. especially those in the past few 
days. The political Bureau unanimously noted that. with our victories in the 9th region 
and eastern Narn BO, the liberation of Phuoc Long Pr'Jvince. and our resounding victory in 
the Central Highlands battlefield. our strategic general offensive had. in effect. already 
begun and had scored enormous successes in a very short period of time. We had annihilated 
and disbanded over 35 percent of the enemy force and, for the first time. destroyed and 
put out of action two enemy army corps. The enemy troops had lost more than 40 percent 
of their modern weapons and technical equipment. While we had seized and destroyed over 
~O percent of the puppets' materia] and logistic bases and liberated 12 provinces- ... thus 
raising the total population of the liberated areas to nearly 8 million. 

i'i'orthy of note is the fact that the effect of cflmbinlng military attacks and mass uprising 
was most obviOUS during the Danang battle when the people l s discontent with the enemy 
was at a peak and needed only an opportunity to explode and when the maJorlty of enemy 
officers ar.d soldiers had lost their combat spirit. Because of this situation. our troops 
and people--though much inferior to the enemy in strength--opportunely and boldly destroyed 
one of the largest military base complexes of the puppets in the south in a little over 
30 hours from the time the first shots wer~ fir~d. 

Our armed forces matuDP.d in an outstanding manner during the fight. The number killed 
and wounded'was very small in proportion to the victories won, and the expenditure in 
terms of weapons and ammunition was negligible. Meanwhile, we gained more experience 
in combat organlzati",n and cOmmand and ::>eized vast amounts of weapons and ammunition. 
From the standpoint of strategic posit jon and military tind po~itic~Jl f"re'·s. our strength 
overwhelmed the en€my • 
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Our troops and pecplc were fully able to ta:e strategic initiatives while the enemy 
WAS 1n a passive, confused and perplexed position, strateg1cally and tactically dead­
locked. Moreover, the United states had proven itself to be completely impotent. Even 
if it were to increase its aid, it '",\lId still be unable to save the puppets fran 
imminent collapse--and by now total collapse had virtually become the inevitable fate 
at the enemy. 

Considering these facts, the 31 March Political Bureau conference reached the following 
assessment: The revolutionary war 1n the south had not only entered a period ot 
gigantic developnents, but had also been provided with the rIght strategic opportunIt1es 
for a general offensive and uprising right at the enemy's stronghold. At this moment, 
the last decisive strategiC battle of our armed forces and people had begun with the 
aim of complet1ng the national, democratic and popular revolution in the south and 
achieving peacefUl national reunification. The revolution in our country was developing 
most intensively and at a quick pace--with one day equaling 20 years. In view of this, 
the Politl:~l Bureau decided to seize even more avidly this strategic opportunity and 
apply prompt, daring, surprising and certainly victorious leadership tactics with the 
great determination to stage a general offensive and uprising at the earliest date-­
specifically no later than April. 

At this time, to insure certain viCtOI~ and to maintain the factor of surprise we must 
not lose any t1me 1n attack1ng the enemy when he has been driven into a confused and 
declining state; we must further concentrate our forces on attacking key targets at a 
certain time and in a certain direction. It is necessary to firmly grasp the strategic 
aim of developing the strength of all th!""ee strategiC blows and coordinating the offensive 
with an uprising in order to stage attacks from both without and within. In each 
direction, we must concentrate forces at a certain time to overwhelm the enemy, quickly 
create favorable new conditions and promptly seize the opportunity to vigorously develop 
Victory. In the short term, as an earlier opportunity for action has been established, 
we must urgently strengthen our foroes west of Saigon and quickly split and strategically 
surround the enemy forces there with a view to completely blocking Route '~; at the same 
time must quickly assemble our forces from Ba Ria and Vung Tau east of Saigon to 
attack and capture key enemy pOSitions with a view to completely surrounding and 
isolating Saigon. and have our main forces. including technical units, stand ready 
to await the opportunity and once it arises, immediately unleash strong blows against 
the most vital and important enemy positions right in the center of Saigon City. 

Examining the actual Situation, everyone was aware 01' two strikingly contradictory 
requ1rements-_the extreme urgency of the new strategic opportunity which had presented 
itself, and the need to prepare an all-round powerfUl force for the last decisive 
strategic battle whioh would be launched on a large scale and 1n a vast area with the 
use of new, special fighting methods. While the first requirement demanded that prep­
arations should be made within as short a time as pOSSible, tbe second called for a 
relatively long period in which to make satisfactory preparations--both quantitative 
and qualitative. Meanwhile, the U.S.-PUppets were trying their best to capitalize on 
the situation in an attempt to check our efforts and force us to prolong the time 
needed to prepare our forces for an offensive on Saigon-Gia Dinh. The Political 
Bureau theret'ore decided to concentrate leadership and forces on insuring total Victory 
for this historic decisive battle. All the military regions, localities and administra­
tions at various levels throughout the country were ordered to give priority to 
meeting all the demands that would arise on the key battlefields • 
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Mean"hile. the various organs of the high conunand were working day and night--providing 
satisfactory guidance in the control of the newly liberated areas while making prepara­
tions for the coming deCisive strategic battle. 

All our party, people and armed forces 'Here resal ved to implement the nel'; strategic 
deCision of the P'Jl1tical Bureau. In early April 1975. on all thc land routes. riverways. 
Goa lanes, ra11roadG and air routes, our people lived hectic and very busy days. A 
y,'!lOlc nation was in a festive mood this historic spring; a \vhole nation Has aearing up 
for c:h~ forthcoming buttIc under the :::.logan trlichtning speed, more lightning speed; 
and bolrlncr:;s, nore boldness. 11 Our tl~oOpS movell south endlessly and all vehicular traffic 
SGGmcd to :nead in only one d1rcct1cn--duc south. 

From the north, various types of v2hiclcs sped humper to bunpcr sauthvlard to move troops 
and supplies to the frontline. In Dong Ha, th2 convoYf; hrote into t",:o colunms--one 
t:..l"'1~lir..s' to cnt dOlm car.t and \>lest of the Truong Son mountain chain and the other tak1ne 
Roptc 1 Lir0ctly south, p~ss1ng throueh nne, Dananc, Quane :·Jgc::.i and Qui ;rhon in the 
i:8.1ce of the advancip.g units. On the red. earth Truong Son route, swirling dust could now 
c~ly be f,een at t;he .'3outhr~rn end. The stream of traffic nOHCe;, further and further south, 
pa5sing Due Lap and. Bu Gla H8.p tot.'ard DO~1g Xoai an(~ Loe Hinh; and then ~,plit to :mter 
t;12 ~]ari(')l.::: rubber .:'():"2St~ in Dau Tiel1G and CO:;lbat Zone D, anci ~;o move alone t!-;e banks 
of ...., icon, Sane J32 ar.(: V[,-:',~ Co Donc ri-1crt. 

\Jatchi11.G for tIle first time th-:; ('l~~lN~:: ['lOll of revolutionary troops pa:ssine through their 
n.Jtiv'2 land day and ni.:ht, 00:-,11'1£.; o'l,r JOUnc, healt]~- <lnd cheerful troops, anc Cazina; 
a:~ thc ciL; artillery piece:.s, ant:iaircraft miSsile launchQr~ and lone columns ;,r tanks, 
2.I"10rcd cars I antiaircraft :':1J.nc [:,:1c! cn0inc~rinr vp.hicl('s, the C8ntral HiG}1~ands people 
liviYl[ in thc ne1.'ly-liber<.:.tcl: arc<.;.;: alone l\'cu;;c 11: vlGr>S' fillec llith joy and could not 
tide their surprise. FcC: for y'3ars ',iit}) Ceceitful and distorted propaGanda by the 
U.S.-pupp:;ts, they could not 1)(:~lieve tr-:at Uncle Ho's armed forces had. so many vehicles 
and art111er~~ p1ece-s and tr,:J.t our troop~, uere so you!1C, good-Ioolcing and cheerful. 
seeine; trucl~s loaded tdth mis:-:iles pass by, they pointed at the missiles and called 
tl1"-!m -dn:;less airplanns. 

:-Iundr2ds and thousanc:s of vehiel;],:; .spl~d soutl1t,,'arc1--hunper to '!Juil1pCr da:, and night. On 
some ~cGtions of the road, t;her2 the dust churned up 1.1:/ the .. 'heels decreased visibility, 
('1;'1' vehi~lo:: turneC:: on t~eir headli::hts and blared their horns repeatedly. The long 
';1'ai1 of dust CiC nc't cottle; it tnal;:cCt 'cl,roU[~~ o.;he dcn~~ jungles of the Central Highlands, 
par-sod through the .c;reen pastures of .3u Prang ancl entered the bamboo forests in nu Gia 
r.rq'. Atop a mountain paGs Hhr::rc the east and ~·Jest '2'!'1.1Or1g Son routcf.': converged, Comrade 
Phung The Tai, deputy chicf of the Gconcral staff, and cac.rcs of the cngin8r~r, transport 
a!1U military police forces t:orke(!, C:a;l a;'1.d night to g,uic.c the 'Iariou:s militar'j units 
in c.a1

--:inc; t1.·,':! riGht route and follo',:i:r.t ;,;l,e set timctabl,:;. '1."'hcy ~~uickly sorted out traffic 
j<.1r:1S and is:med orders ::0 give priorit~r movement to certain units. t~Tpes of vehicles 
and armed branches. Co:nrade Phung The ?ai and t:,esc cadrc.s uorked for Heel::s on end beside 
a large poster Hhieh read IlLightninr; speed, morc I1t;htning speed; boldnG[;s, more boldness 11 

to :!,nsure th2 smooth novemcnt of ten:.: 0-: thousand:3 of -vehicles carrying hundreds of thous­
ands of tons of supplies and thousanc.s of iter,lS of :!ar materiel o~ different typ~s to 
the battlefield before the :~ainy season arrived in the Central Hiehlands • 
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Some driver combatants did not :mow who Comrade Phung T't1e Tal 'Vla,s, Imow1ng him only a;s 
a hard-working and determined man who gave strict orders to disentangle traffic jam:"',. 
WhRt they knew about him they passed on to others in the form of a foU:: song: 

If you meet Mr LightninG Speeder 
Who is making our movement better, 
Be sure to acop.lp.~!!I.te your truc]'::, 
Or else dead you uill be struck. 

And from then on, Comrade Phung The Tai 1·:as nicl:named by the combatants Mr Lig~tning 
S'peeder or HI' Operation SUpervisor. 

Spefldjng along Route 1 there were not only our milita~J vehicles and captured enerr~ 
vehicles but a1ao passeneer buses and cargo trucks of both the state an;] the people wh:tch 
had been mobilized in the north and those from the provinces and cities ju~t liberated. 
To promptly support ~ctivitieE on the Nam Bo battlefield, the 5th '~111tary Region organ­
i,zed a special convoy of truc~cs to send directly to Nam Bo the most necessary types of 
weapons and l,!tmitions which had just been seized from the enemy and th::lt surplus equipffie.nt 
EI,nd materiel wh:lch hRd not bee~1. used for the liheraticn of Danang and the provincez to 
th~ south of this city. This convoy, under the direct command of Comrade Va Thu, deputy 
eommande:r:- ot th~ 5th 1-1ilit~.r-y Region, left the military region for the Cer.:ral Hiehland:: 
and then proceeded tOWA.!'d eastern I'~am Bo. 

Meanwhile. Gia Lam, Vj.nh ri1V., Dong Hoi. Phu Bai, Danane and Kontum airfields t:ere unuBuall:,­
busy. Various types of l:tght and heavy helicopters, transport planes and even our com­
mercial airlil1p.rs l.Jere mobilized to fly not only troop::, weapons and T:mnitions but also 
tons of Saigon-Gla Djnh maps lJh1ch had just lJeen printe'::' a.t the prlnt:!.ng shop of our 
General staff in Hanoi. 

Various types of supplies Here also loaded and unloaded at the Red, Gianh, J'.la and Han 
river wharves and the Haiphong, cua Hoi, Thuan An and Danang ~:orts so that the various 
fleets of civtllan cargo vessels of the IJI1nistry of Conununications and Transport anr~ 
navy ships could promptly move them south; our sea routes uere extended to newly liberated 
ports such as Qui ~fuon and Cam Ranh~ 

Thus. we '~l"::eri all these routes and means to move to the battlefront at l5.ghtning space: 
a great number of troops and an equally great amount of materials unprccedtmted 1..'1 the 
history of the revolution in our count~J4 All our peoplels endurance against difficul­
ties and hardsi1:tps, all thelX' ef:"r~·rts of thrift and diligence as lIell as all our patience 
in preparing forces o~.·er the ~~ears resembled thousands of sm."'.11 streams 11hich today forned 
into turbulent currents massively bearing dOlrm to sweep al'/ay the last ~trongholds of 
neocolonialitm iI':' our country. The mythical hero Phu Dong of Vietnar.J who flexed his 
muscl~s and stood up in 1975 had an earth .. shaking strength; once vaulting onto his horse, 
he kicked it jnto a gallop at lif;htning speed, kno"jl'g that the opportunity was r1t;ht 
and that time meant strength. 

part XII Continued 

Hanoi NHAN Dr.:: In Vietnamese 29 Apt' 76 P 3 BK/WA 

[Part XII: "Lightning Speed "] 

[Text] The General Staff firr.lly controlled the situation rega!'djng all amnrunition dumps 
throughout the country and closely guided a:1d intensively sup·:;;rvised the rapid moV~l"'1ent 

of various types ..,f munitions to promptly and adequately meet all the demands of various 
units operat~:g on the SaiBon front • 
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It espeoially oonoentrated on providing adequate munitions for the army I Corps and 
the army corps-sized ?32d Wing under the command of oomrades Le Due Anh and Le Chan, 
oomprising independent divisions and regiments of the 8th rUlitary Region. At that 
time artillery, DKZ, mortar and antiairoraft shells were in great demand throughout 
the front. 

Me.nwhile, engineer forces and the people in Nam Bo urgently repaired and enlarged 
various road sect10ns leading to Dong Xoa1, Cay Gao and Ben Sau, and repaired the Nha 
Blch bringe. the Ma Da tunnel, and the Ben Bau tunnel to prepare for the movement of 
artillery forces Which would close 1n on Saigon, and of military forces Which would 
launch deep thrusts into the city's center. 

On ?5 March the army I Corps. commanded ilyComrade Nguyen Hoa with Comrade Hoang Minh 
Thi as political commissar, was ordered to move south by mechanized means to join in 
oombat with the tank, antiaircraft and engineer armed branches while the corps personnel 
were reinforCing dikes in Ninh Binh, The corps' armored cars, artillery vehicles and 
troops took Route 9 and then split up to move along routes 12, 13 and 14, paSSing 
through PleikU and Ban Me Thuot, After coverlng 1,700 km, the army corp. arrived in 
Nam Bo early 1n the secom halt of April. 

Meanwh11e, the army II Corps. commanded by Comrade Nguyen An and with Comrade Le Linh 
as political commlssar, after 11berating Danang began mOVing at lightning speed down 
the coastal routes toward eastern Ham Bo, Covering a distance ot 900 km along which 
many bridges had been destroyed--slx 1n all on the section between Danang and Quang 
Ngal--and attacklng the enemy in Phan Rang and Fhan Thiet on lts way south, the army 
corps had been ordered to report in Bien Haa and Ba Ria in 18 days. 

It required ingenious organizational and leadership ability for all 2,000 vehicles of 
the army corps to cross six blg rivers wh11e havlng to fight the enemy en route, 
In 1962, during an eyercise with only 400 vehlcles, the 308th 
Division had encountered so many traffic jams that it had not been able to advance. 
This time the army II Corps formed lts forces into separate columns tor the trip 
southward. Moving in the lead, engineer forces were in charge at repairing damaged 
bridges and roadS; they were followed by tanks which fought whatever enemy forces 
appeared. Each column of forces was protected by an antiaircraft artillery regiment: 
infantry and artillery forces took the rear. The ar~ corps brought along enough rice 
and food for a month, and adequate munitions for immediate action upon arriving at its 
destination. 

The High Command had sent comrades Le Trong Tan, Le Quang Hoa and many other high­
ranking cadres to move ahead of the army corps and discuss the local combat situation 
and measures to supply the corps with gasoline, Oil, rlce and tood with those localities 
along its route of advance. Many elo.erly persons, mothers, sisters and children 
turned out to welcome the corps personnel along the route. They offered refreshments 
to our troops and threw glfts onto the moving truckS, Mwing with the Sign "Lip,htning 
speed, boldness ll on their helmets and their trucks, our troops did not have time to 
stop and chat with the paop1e tor even a minute, They could only wave back and 
continued to move on hurriedly toward the battlefront. 

On 15 April the army corps approached Phan Rang. which the enemy was preparing to detend 
to the end, A friendly unit had been laying a siege on Thanh Son airtleld and the 
puppet 6th Air Force Division tor more than a week, That night the corps' long_range 
artillery detachments set up their battleground along Route 1 and stood ready for 
action. Meanwhile many detachments of ground trccps supported by tanks formed many 
spearheads to close in on the airfleld and the provincial capital. Fhan Rang • 
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At 0500 on the ftIOl'nins of 16 AprU our tank. rumbled rtght into the provincial ca~1tal 
a. th. artillery batteries of the corps opened up with continuous bura!; •• onto the airfield 
and other enemy polition.. 'lbe 'd Div1aion ot the 5th l'IUitary RegLon also opened fire 
trom the west and northWest ot the airfiold. Enomy troops pantcked when a bia foroe 
ot our tanks suddenly materialized. They sent overy armored ear available toward Route 1 
in a bid to check our attack. Mavins in trom different directions, our tanks followed 
by ground troops drove through the airfield and battled their way into the center of 
the provincial capital. Enemy rangers and paratroopers, togetheI' with their offieers, 
took flight. Confused puppet pUots discarded the iI' flying sutts and joined the flee in{; 
puppet infantrymen. 

Surrounded in all fOur directions, puppet Lt Gen Nguyen Vinh Nghi, commander of the III 
Corp. forward command, ordered his forces to retreat .0uthWard a~.d regI'oup in Ca Na. 
flowever, when his car reached the main entrance of the command post our troops had already 
arrived the.... I!cth Ifgllfen Vinh Ifalli and puppet Brig Gen Pham Ngoe sang, deputy eOl1lll8nder 
ot the ",ppet 6th Air Force Divis1on, were captured. 

Know1ns thet the army II Corp., wh1ch the enemy called the coastal army, was mov1ng south 
alons Route 1, the enemy tr1ed by all means to check its advance. Coming in one 
format10n after another, enemy a1rcraft dropped bombs,and enemy warships from offshore 
bombarded our route of advance while an eneny spec1al force company landed ashore and 
.. "tered Tuy Phons d1str1ot to the north of Phan Thiet. Ground troops ot the army II 
Corps and the 6th Military Region 1mmediately launched a search operat10n and neatly 
captured the enemy special force company after only 2 hOurs. The corps gunners 
trained their artUlery pieces toward the sea and set enemy warships ablaze While 
our ant1aircraft guns f1ercely returned fire at the strafing enemy aircraft. In the 
flush ot victory the army corps joined forees with m11itary units of the 6th Region to 
attack iIlan Th1et and subsequently move further south to liberate flam Tan. 

We left the Central Highlands tor eastern Ham Eo at noon on 2 April 1975. Earlier I had 
v1sited the n6th Division and held a meeting w1th the cadres of the division command. 
Comrade Dam Van Ifgu,., army hero and commander of the div1sion, was not present that 
day. Comrade Toan, the division pol1tical commissar, and Comrade Jlai BaI1i!, deputy 
commander of the d1vis10n, reported to me on the preparations the division had made for 
its new mission. This divis10n .would depart in advance togetho<' with a light command 
body of the army III Corps command. After hearine situation reperts by the division 
command cadres and meeting the various units I was pleased to see that the division 
was well eqUipped and had rap1dly grown big and strong. I then assigned some urgen" 
tasks for the d1vision to accomplish before its departure. Before the opening of the 
Central fI1ghlands campaign I had been quite worried about this division. I wondered 
if it could fulfill its mission because the battlefield wan no',/ to it and this wao the 
first time it had operated with large-scale combat coordination amone the ·:arious 
armed branches and with different types of modern weapons to attack a big city. Events 
showed that the d1vision had successfully fulfilled its mission. The entil'e diVision 
departed for eastern Nam Eo this time with hLgh spirits and firm determination. It 
viaS confident of certain victory and equipped with all necessary Heapons; it had matu::,'ed 
fairly quickly. 

The 3l6th D1vision lett Ban Me Thuot, takine ijoute 14 headin{; touard Saieon fron the , 
northeast. After liberating 'fuy Haa and all of Phu Yen Province. the 320th Division, 
commanded by Comrade Kim Tllan ~nd with Corr.l'ade B'li Hu~,? Boft as pOlitical cOIl1r.lissar, 
was ordered to move back along Route 7 and then fo110\-1 Haute· 14 toward eante:'n Nam Eo. 
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The loth Division in particular was olac'].cd tl'lth difficulties and hardships during its l!IOvc:Jent toliard Nam Eo. After libera tin;; Phuong Hoang and l~ Drak and a ttackin" Nha Trang and Cam Ranh, the division fo11o'led provincial Route 11 and subsequently turned south along Rout. 20 toward Saigon from the northwest. On this rugged route an eng~.neer unit had to lead the way, wOl'kl~; hard to build one brid.:e after anothel'. 11eanwhlle, the movement of the lOth Division had been detected by the enemy who tried by all means to check its advance. Enemy aircraft fiercely bombed and strafed all alorlB' the route: enemy ,,,,,,:'ships onened up artillery barrages from the sea. Under the command ot division commander HO De and political conunlssar La N80C ehau the cadres and combatants of the 10th Division had to fight their way south to arrive in time. 

Comrade Dinh Due Thien spent many nights supervising the organization of logistics in support of the operations of army III Corps, and especially of the new campaign. Clad in a baggy cotton shirt and trousers he repeatedly toured the various storage depots and units to check Hork performance and give encDura,;ement. Upon sighting two sloppily clJ.d drivers repairine their vehicles in il parkil'l.g area near Due lap, he askf'd: IIE(;y, you two, which unit do you come from? Since when do victorious troops dress so slovenly and disGracefully?lI The two drivers replied: flv/e're PDF's, sir.1l 

At this time our armed forces belonging to the veriou:;; units throughout the battlefront were already using many !luppet SOldiers to drive conunand cars, trucks, arnored cars I artillery trucks and construction vehicles, including technical workers fortoorly servtnc in the puppet army. Our troops had studied to master the variOUS types of u.s. artille:':/ pieces as well as other modern U.S. weapons and rnzteriel. Puppet technical personne: had been ordered to report in detail on the characteristics, effectiveness and operation of this modern equipment. Spotted in the moving columns of our forces now were r~-l13 armored personnel carriers, H-48 and H-4l tank!3, 105 and 155mm artillery riecez and U.S.-made tactical PRC-25 field radios. In particular. our' MIG tighter pilots had begun flying A-37 and Io'-j jet fighters captured fror.1 the enemy. Never before had we been able to use so much captUl'cd materiel to fight the enemy. 'fuis great development made our firepower even more super'Lor to that of the enemy and facilitated Our gathering offensive. 

Pollowing the Central Hi[;hlar.ds victory, the routes lead inc to eastern Ham Eo Her'c changed. Now we could follow Haute 14 passin,:; throuGh Bon r1e Thuot, Due lap, Eu Fr'an:~ and Bu Gia Hap to re3.ch .wc Ninh. The Eu Prang-Bn Gia Hap section was in fail'ly r;:c~d condition, permitting the pacsap;e of all ty;)es of vehicles. It Has named Route 14f~. After Gia Nghia, district capltal,and the whOle Province of Quane Duc were liberated, our vehicles of variOUS t~rpes could move fro:r:1 Duc LaP. !')3.SS through Kien Juc :md l'each Don Luan before enterinG Haute 13 in Chon Thanh. It would take a day Or more for Our vehicles to move from 3m j!~ 'I'huot to Loc Ni!"lh. 

J:A.lrins the first yeuJ.'S of thu anti-U,S. strUGgle Ot;.r troo:,?s had experienced extreme difficulties and hardzhips o!1ero.tin::; on this route: the eneny's artillery made movement difficult; B-52 00rnbcrs rained destruction 2.nd various type::; of mines were planted a lOl1!~ the rou te. On th is rOl)tc dr in..1<ing Ha tC2' was scarce, and this area <w,~~ infested with very dangerous fever nDsquitos. 
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Bomb cr.te". linins both sid .. ot the "oute. 'W2'ecks of vehioles and R2'tille1'7 Sllllll beR2'1ng 
the II.S. t"ade_ lean hen and the2'O and b"Gk.en "011. of b."bod 1I1"e lyinS en abandoned 
onolll)' posts 2'OIIl1nded us ot the m111 tRl')' op82'.t1oftll conducted by the t:h1ted st.te. Iftd v .... l 
voep. 14h10h 1182'8 th_ted by our to"ces in 1965. 1968 and 1970. on .olle b.n hlll. 0" in 
lome 82' ••• -oov82'ed .2'01. on the edge of the to"e.t W82'e 82'IV.. in which o~ comrade. hed 
pllOefully lain in "e.t. In this fe"t11e but fi82'oe Iftd d1ff1oult land countless ot our 
beleved oomrade., cadJ'e. and oombatant. had opened the 1187 and lacr1f1oed the1" 11v •• 
to contribute to o"eat1ns I lR2'ge "oute tcr the oftenl1ve on valt Nam 50 and de.t2'ey1ng 
all enelllJ oampl, 80 that today we WOuld be able' to lII&"oh to1'WlN tor the last deo111ve It .. teS10 
battle. The armed exploits and he,,01lm ot theae comradel larved al a Ih1n1ns example tor 
us and enoouraged us to embR2'k on the ooming oe"ta1nly v1oto,,1ous battle 1I1th the 
det82'M1nat1on te be W02'th)' ot those Who had fillen. 

Sp,,1ng was "~llantly cem1ng to the lundJ'enched 82'al., hills. T2'eel in the "~bo,, to"eltl 
Which avetohed tor dozens of k11omet82's l18"e sp"out1ng naw leaves. Tha Itatelyold 
vees we"e in bloolll. We stopped our vehioles on both sides at the route Whare trucks, 
tanks and art111e1'7-toW1ng vehicles W02'e sately cove"ed by a canopy of 82'8en lelves. on 
the bank. at the SVeRm me .. pe"sonnel wera bUSily OR2'1'7ing out tha1r act1v1t1el. Rowa 
othammooks had been Itrung up and OUl' oombatants we"e taking a "est atter a t12'1ns lllU'oh 
throUSh the night. To oonceal teohn1oal materiel and weapons and "eduoe aot1v1t1es on both 
sides of the route. command posts and oontrol stat10nl were set up along tho route to 
remind the moving troops about their tormat1ons and oamouflage and to remind them to 
watch for enelllJ airoraft. At crolBroadB and intersectiona there was a "toreat" of 
signa shoWing the direction to be taken b7 the various unit •• organs and columna. No 
outs1d82'S ooUld know the Vue p~pose of these d1reotion S1sns or guess Who woUld be looking 
tor these s1sns at the crossroads. Hastily strung telephone lines ran throUSh the 
forests and across the route. They carried countless secret orders concerning the coming 
decisive strategic battle. 

Scenes at military veh101es massively mavins southward and at our foroes b1vouaoktngon 
both side. at the route leading to Nam 50 reminded me of the years When we had tought the 
French colonialist ar~ behind the enemy line in the Bac 50 delta. At that time the 
oombatants of the delta division and I. olad in dark brown tatigues. wearing straw hats 
and holding sticks in our hands. walked baretoot tor kilometers along muddy psthl in 

"dragon" fornation Which stretched for kilometers along the rioet1eld embanlonents and row. of bamboo 
trees inHa Namand Ninh Binh; C>1' Wled sampans atn1ght to pass through enelll)'-conVolled villages. 
moving on the flooded r1oef1elds of Thai Binh and Nam D1nh under fiery flashes of enemy 
art1l11l'J shells or random gunfire salvos from enemy troops. While listening to the sound 
of the sea rushing against the shore. 

During the d87 O~ units broke into teams and went to villages and hamlets Where resistance 
organizations had been operating. The7 sank their boats. made preparations for combat 
and worked side by side With the local guerrillas. Our troops asked old women in these 
v1llases to prepare meals tor them so they could rest and continue their southwar.d march 
at n1ghttall. 

Over the past 3 decades our people had witnessed or directly partiCipated in countless 
military operations oonduoted in the interest at the fatherland's 1ndependenoe and freedom. 
There had never been a Single day when our people and troops stopped their m111tary 
aot1vities. Moving from north to south and vice versa. o~ combatants and people had 
traversed the entire length of the oountry--going Wherever they were needed by the tather­
land Bl'ld 1rtJerever the enemy was • 
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In the spring of 1975 there were no differences between northerners and southerners 
moving along the massive military convoys heading toward the Saigon battlefront, 
at wharves and 1n combat trenches in the south. They were all Vietnamese storming 
toward the last battle aga1nst U.S. 1mper1a11sm and 1ts henchmen in order to rega1n 
independence. freedom. peace and complete national reunification. 

The ent1re country was moving toward the battlefront at 11ghtning speed. The whole 
nation was enter1ng the battle. Nature's spring was in complete harmony with the 
nation's spring in that histor1c month of Apr1l 1975. 

Part XIII: "'lbe campaign Bearing Imole Ho's Name" 

Hanoi NIlAN DAN in Vietnamese 30 Apr 76 p 3 BJVWA 

[Text] On the afternoon of 3 April 1975, at a place abcut 50 kilaneters north of Bu 
Gia Map, we met Comrade Tu Phuc, deputy head of the zone rear service staff department. 
Standing on top of a hill of scattered pine trees bearing the numerous traces of fierce 
border-crossing battles launched by the U.S. troops in 1970. we shook hands with 
great joy refleoted 1n our eyes. I was very moved because this was the first time I 
set foot on Nam Bo soil, a stalwart land, the heroic frontline which is far from the 
central government, and the brass bastion land which Uncle Ho cherished 80 much that he 
had ordered all our party, armed forces and people to devcte everything to liberating ~_t. 

We looked at the scenery around us: our respecttul salutations to the fathcrlandls 
battlefield whioh has experienced the greatest hardships--the south which we. the 
first to start the resistanee and the last to reaoh the goal. Our respectfUl saluta­
tions to all the Nam Bo comrades, combatants and canpatriots who, over the past 
several decad •• , have firmly, bravely and continuoualy fought against the cruelest, 
wealthiest and most powerful enemy. thus setting an example of resistance. revolutionary 
optimism and a relentless offensive. 

We took a noon rest at the quarters of Unit 770, a rest station of the B-2 zear service 
department. The path to the station bore no impr1nts of the wheels of vehicles and 
was bordered by well camouflaged, sturdy houses with vegetable gardens, banana trees 
and flowers, pergolas of blooming song Ian flowers and a herd of danest1c animals. 
Around the houses were eommunication trenches, shelters and guard stations. All these 
things, though small in size and number, symbolized the spirit of remaining in and 
defending the opsrational areas and the spirit of self-reliance and self-sufficiency 
and combat-readiness of the organs and units 1n eaatern Nam Bo, the steadiest base 
area of the south which experienced the greatest hardships. 

In the afternoon, while on way to the oommand post, we traversed rubber plantations, 
many areas of which were seriously struok by enemy aircraft, gardens of black pepper 
plants, durians. 3aekfruit trees. and freshly-grown eoeonut trees. Loa N1nh town 
was before us. Although it still bore traoes of war. we oould see ehanges in it after 
3 years of liberation. Roads had been broadened. Many thatch houses had been built. 
Along the two roadsides were fields of manioc and green ricet1elds. In the rubber 
plantations, many laborers were weeding and digging the soil at the foot of the rubber 
trees or gathering latex. After being liberated in 1972, Loc Ninh had become an impor­
tant base and was now an operational area favorable for the spring general offensive 
and uprisings. 
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Along the road we saw nan)' trucks transporting the cheerfUl B-2 unit t!'oops wearing broad-bru-d hats to the battlefront. At the intersection of roads, the comrade guerrillas ot both sexes were carefUll:r checking all types 01' vehicles before letting them enter the base area. Salutations to all atal ... rt comrades and combatants! During the ;rears ot fierce 1'1ghting, :rour resounding feats of al'll1S had provoked our admiration and pride. While contemplating the vast gras.land., rubber plantation., orchards and red-.oiled hills in Loc Ninh, I recalled the following verses 61' Comrade TO Huu's poem entitled, "My Far-A way Country." 

o IIl1 Binh Long Province in Nam Bo! 
ntis ..... the first time I met you this morning. 
As I held a clod of red earth in M1 hand, 
M1 heart suddenl:r seemed to be inebriated with .trong wine. 
And WhUe I ..... hugging the liberation combatant, 
I was dreaming of a trip throughout the plains of Ca Mau. 

On 3 AprU 1976. before dark we reached the zone command's organ we.t of Loc Ninh township, Comrade Dinh Due ntien proceeded directly to the rear service organ of the zone command, nte majority of comrades of the central office of South Vietnam we1'e alread;r the1'e. After washing M1 1'ace. I hastily called on' Comrade Pham Hung, sec1'etary of the southern party organization, who was in a house behind a tree. I saw him sitting at a desk by the light of an air defense lamp. His shirt was unbuttoned, and his hand was waving a 1'e.n ""de of parachute mter1a1. As soon as he saw me, Comrade Hung stood up and cheerfully said: We are waiting for you here. We shook hands and hugged each other with indescribable joy. I told him that I arrived here earlier than the date prescribed at a meeting in Hanoi because we had scored outstanding victories very quickly. 

Saigon WOUld surely be liberated on schedUle as planned by the Political Bureau. I talked generall:r about the Victories in the W\!stern highlands and about the situation of our regUlar forces en route to this trant. nten, we exchanged Views on the program ot action for the days to come before COmrade I.e Due Tho I s arrival.. The zone command of1'ice had arranged beforehand the place for the work and activities of unit A-75. A number of wooden houses with thatched roof. had been bu1lt. Many more air defense trenches and shelters had been dug. A number of tents had been pitched for the use of the cadres who woUld arrive la tel'. 

At night, there was much bustling in the forest. nte noise of generators and engines of various types of vehicles plying to and fro was mixed with the sound fro'm loudspeakers in the villages. It was the first nieht I had spent in eastern !lam Bo. 

Comrade Tmn van Tm, who had gone to the 11th Arm;r Corps to supervise the implementation ot' the plan of attack on Xuan Loc, had just returned in the evening. At daybreak, he came to see me. We cheerfUlly told each other about the reoent happenings on the ba ttle­fields and had a preliminary diSCUSSion of the way to coordinate the operations 01' unit A-75 and the zone commnd. 

On the morning of II April, we succeeded in contacting Hanoi by telephone. ntis was a great effort of the Signal and cODDnunication battalion coming from the western highlands. ntere was a close coordination among the signal and communication units of B-2 arm;r unit. ntis signal and communication battalion was organized early in 1975. In the military operations in the western highlands it COUld insure the activities of the commnd head­quarters during the campaign for liberating the western highlands and fUlfilled all tasks. 
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All its cadres and combatants were presently ordered to proceed t~ N~m B~ to support 
the final strategic deCisive bottle with all other signAl ond communication units and 
means of the lone. 

Comrade Hoong W1em, deputy commander of the signal corps, worked hard day ond night to 
orgenize 11alson for the comm~nd and to train Signal combatants who had just entered this 
new battlefront. 

Motorbikes, 0 typical means of transportation in B-2, operoted ,round the clock. The 
comrade riders took us to various plsces 1n the are8 under the control of organs 
subordlnpte to the South Vietnamese comm8nd dispersed over I large area as A preventive 
meaaure "galnst enemy Air raids. 

When we were still in the Central Highlonds, the command of B-2--Wam Be ond Slxth Region-­
dispatched. motorbike unit to help us. This unit was now returning to eo. tern Worn Bo 
with our motorcade. The comrede riders, with checkered acarves Around their necks ~nd 
automatic rifles with foldable butt. on their backs, remained close to our motorcode to 
provide guidonce on the itinerary. Wow they moved ahead at high speed to get in touch 
with the motorbike riders leading the convoy and now they remained behind to look for 
motorbike riders who f~11ed to keep abreast on the correct route. Riding on rough, 
winding paths running through the forest area, these comrades took messages to rAdlo­
communications vehicles, which usually operated It night because they had to be on the 
move 1n the daytime. These vehicles were alWAYS stationed far trom us 80 88 to insure 
safety and secrecy for the command post and the radlo-communications network against 
electroniC reconnaissance by enemy planes and commandos. 

The comrades in the COSVW and South Vietnameae Military Party Committee, who hAd 
operated for many years on the Ham Bo battlefront, thoroughly ~nder8tood the situation __ 
the enemy's, ours and Salgon'a--and therefore, quickly helped us to understand the 
situation on the Wam Bo b.ttlefield in general and the situat10n in Saigon in particul.r. 

After many daYB of hearing reports by the comrades in the South Vietn&meee st&ff, we 
met with the COSVW and the South VietnAmese Military Party Committee on 7 April 1975. 
Attending this meeting were comrAdes Pham Hung, Muoi Cue, Tr&n Van Tra. H,i Van, Sau 
Dan, Trln Kam Trung. Hai Xo end other comrades in the COSVN _nd South Vietnamese Mili­
tary Party Committee. Also attending were Comrade Le Due Anh, deputy commender and 
concurrently chief of staff of the South Vietnamese commandj H~i Le. deputy polltlc81 
officer of the South Vietnamese command; Dong Van Cong, deputy commAnder of the South 
V1etnamese command; Dinn Ibc Thien; La Ngoo Hien ~nd Hoi Who. 

Comrade Pham Hung. COSVH secretary. And the other comrades were alvays c81m, highly 
optimistic and imbued with an ironlike "determined to win" willpower. The conference 
hall constantly reoounded with l.ughter reflecting eaoines. end relaxation. 

When Comrade Pham Hung asked about our ammunition sitUAtion, ComrRde Oinh Duc Thien 
reported on the amount of aamunition already received and being sent from various 
areas, Baying: I would like to report to you comrades that we hpve enough Rmmunltion 
to SCare the enemy for generations. When Ammunition needed for the c8mpeign W88 
recelved--we had nearly enough of some types while we seriously lICked others-­
Comrade Pharo Hung geve directives on how to overcome the difficulties. 
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..... ';t:nF,:io·'~all:r. he repeat.ed Comr.adp. vlnrJ Duc Tl-~ienI3 ee'.1ter:ce- ... wc should rapidly get 
e"'!ough arr .. 'r.unitivn to fi.:;;ht tlle enemy and scaI'e him for as many as t:lrec generations.­
which aroused roaring laughter from among those attending ti"e mcetinz_ 

COS'tN met in an ebullient, enthusiastic atmosphere that reigned throu[;hout the south. 
Dlatrictzs and provinces in the 8th and 9th regions repeatedly reported on combat and 
construction achievements in early April 1975. A report from Tra Vinh said the province 
theu had 5 reg10nal force battalions instead of 2 as before. Some 200 were recruited in 
a day in Raeh Gla to form an add1tionalbattal1on for the provinoe. A guerrilla company 
existed in eaoh vlllab'e of the province'. The liberated area in Cho Gao, Long An Province. 
vas enlarginci rapidly. The regional troops i21 the 9th Military Region attacked and 
seized cal Von stronghold, cut off a section of Route 4 in Ben Tre and 80 forth. 

On the arterhoon or 7 Apr!l While We continued our meeting in a house, a- motorbike came to 
a stop on the courtyard bringing in a rather tall comrade wearing a light blue shirt. 
jd1akl trousera, and a ·st:' .'1' troops' hat; he had a big black leather sack slung over his 
shoulders. We immediately recognized that he was Comrade I.e Duo Tho. !'le embraced eac'> 
other, laughed, and Were happy. Thi. was Comrade I.e Duo Tho'. third mission in 118m Eo 
in the anti-U.S. resistance war. During the first two he walked throu~h rugged paths 
acrosa forests, crossed areas prev1ousl~' hit by B-5·2's, brinzing with him rice balls and 
dried food, This time. he boarded planes, went by cars. and even used r:lotorbikes to come 
here. He JO"'Jfully talked about what had happened it~ our country and the world during 
his trip. He said that prior to his departure, the Politburo and Uncle Ton told him that 
he would not be allowed to return if he was not successful in his mission. 

On 8 April. at a full meeting of cosvn, the South Vietnamese I!1ilitary party committee. 
the B2 command, and cadres from the South Vietnamese cOl'!'ll"!l8.nd. Comrade Le Due Tho disseminated 
the content of tj-ie resolution of the '''.fP Central Committee Politburo adopted at a meeting 
on 25 March in Hanoi. He talked about the Politburo's assessment of the enemy situation 
and course on the battlefield and about the U.S.-PUppet schemes as they had suffered recent 
setbaoka. their imminent collapse. and their difficul ties. He then talked at length ahout 
the Politburo's neW strategic de~ermination, stressing the guidance aimed at reallzine this 
determination at all costs. 

Toward the end of the meeting. Comrade Le Duc Tho disseminated a Politburo decision cor:cerning 
the establishment of the command for t!1e campaign to liberate saigon which consisted of me, 
commander; Comrade F:13m HunC. political officer; and comrades Tran van Tra and Le Due. Ar.!l, 
deputy commanders. Comrade Le Due Anh was also responsible fOr cOimnanding the troops 
coming from the area southwest of SAigon, that is, Group 232. Comrade Le Trong Tan, who 
was then commandir~g a unit in the area east of saigon, was later appointed deputy chief of 
the command of the campaign to libe-rate saigon, Co:nrade Dinh Due Ti'lien, who was a deputy 
commander in charge of' logistics for the campaign, was appointed assistant to Comrade Bui 
Phung, chief of the South Vietnamese rear service -department; Comrade Le Quang Hoa, who was 
secretary of the coordination and operation committee in a unit located east of Saigon, 
would be transferred to serve as deputy political officer and concurrently as head of the 
political affairs section of the campaign.'s command. Comrade Le Ngoc Hien was appointed 
acting chief of staff 1n charge of combat • 
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The campaign's command utilized the available South Vietnamese staff, political and 
logistiC organs in carry1ng out its mission with the assistance of a numher of cadres 
from Group A-75 who had Just come from the Central Highlands and cadres sent from the 
General Staff, including Comrade Doan Tue, artillery commander; Comrade Nguyen Kien, 
armored deputy commander; Comrade Nguyen Chi Diem, commander of crack troops; and 
Comrade Quang Hung, deputy oommander of the air defense-air force troops. Thus, CCSVN 
and the South Vietnam Military Party Committee still continued their work for the 
entire south. Only a number ot comrades from these organizations were appointed members 
of the command for the campaign to liberate saigon. And this time, in the last deoisive 
strategiC battle to liberate saigon, three comrades, members of the ~IP Cer,tral Committee 
Politburo. were assigned to provide direct leadership on the battlefront and received 
directives directly from the Politburo. 

EaCh day from 8 April to approximately 20 April, the Politburo and the Central Military 
Party Committee, as well as we on the battlefront, kept track of the movement of each 
infantry division, each rear service convoy, each artillery regiment and each antiair­
craft battalion approaching the assembly area. During daily meetings, these questions 
were often raised: Where is this diviSion now? How many trucks do we have? Along 
which route is that regiment that brought scores of artillery pieces moving? How many 
130-mm artillery shells do we have? How many batches of 100-mm shells for tankS have 
been transported? And so forth. 

On all operation routes were posted groups of cadres aSSigned to supervise units gOing 
on operations. welcome logistiC convoys and direct them to already designated storage 
areas, and provide guidance to recruits coming to reinforce units before they embarked 
on the campa 19n. 

Early rains in the forested Lac Ninh area prevented us from sleeping at night. We 
worried about infantry troops, tanks, artillery trailers, and logistic vehicles which 
had to stop or delay their advance while moving along the Truong Son mountain area 
because of the rain. We also worried about the health of our cadres and combatants 
which would be affected by the rain before they started the battle. In particular, 
the 10th Division, which was still in the cam Ranh area, had to move during this operation 
to eastern Ham Be through enemy-held areas along a long, rugged route. We wonder it it 
could arrive on schedule. I sent a message to Comrade Hoang Minh Thao in the 5th 
Region, telling him to rapidly send troops to cam Ranh to replace the lOth Division. I 
also cabled the command of the 10th Division, telling it to report three times daily on 
the troop formation and the operation schedule for the day and the following day and 
problems they must handle during the move. I sent a message to Comrade Dong Si Nguyen, 
telling him to send down more trucks to rapidly and neatly transport all the lOth 
Division and, in case of lack of vehicles, to suggest t.hat the headquarters of the 5th 
Military Region try to utilize the region's vehicles or borrow vehicles from the people 
to help the lOth Division. 

Time was pressing. The Politburo's directive demanded that we oarry out our work quickly 
so as to launch the general offensive against Saigon as soon as possible. Through its 
review of the situation, the Politburo realized that the mainforce division would be 
unable to reach the south during the prescribed time. 

~---------------------------------------------------j 
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So that the attack woUld be launched vigorously right from the beginning and so that surficient reserve forces woUld be available to develop the attack until complete Victory, the Politburo f!lJ,ve us more time for preparations. It demanded that the general offensive against Saigon be launched during the last 10 days of April 1975 at the latest. 

Observation of the enemy's situation and ours at that time was particularly con­centrated on hourly and dally political changes. POlitical developments within the internal ranks 01' the '!hieu administration and in the united states coUld occur at any moment. Of course, enemy military activities were thoroughly understood by our side not only in the Saigon area, but also in the entire Ham So region, in the Southeast Asian area and, particUlarly, in 'lhailand, the Philippines, and the united states. 

Military development on the cambodian battlefield in early April 1975 was closely watched. unexpectedly, there was close coordination ref!lJ,rding strategic and campaign fields between us and our friend. Comrade Le Duan sent us a messagsuying, "'I'he comprehensive offenSive plan must be insured. Once the offensive has been launched, strong, continuous and repeated attacks must be made until complete victory is won. Attacks must be made on the outer perimeter of Saigon while forces must be available so that when the occaSion arises, they can direct spearheads af!lJ,inst the center of Saigon from various directions. Attacks must be carried out from within and without so as to create conditions for our compatriots to rise up. '!his is the way to carry out lightning, bold and surprise attacks in the current Situation. This is a basic plan that insures Victory. In the meantime, plans and preparations must be made to cope with a situation in which the battle may be prolonged." 

People from the commands of army corps and armed services and branches gradually came to the headquarters for the campaign to be aSSigned missions. '!he command for the campaign asslgned Comrade Hal Nha, who was then deputy chief of staff of the command, to transmlt orders to the II and IV army corps and the '!hird DiviSion in the Fifth Military Region, whlch were flghting east of Salgon, a fairly long way fram the headquarters. Comrade Hai Nha brought an order of the cOllll1lUld for the campalgn 'and gave it dlrectly to Comrade Le Trong Tan. '!his order bore lIIi slgnature and that of Comrade Pham Hung. It was clearly pointed out in the order that all army tmits belonging to this force were placed under the command of Comrade Le Trang Tan and would fight according to a unified plan of the command of the campaign to liberate Saigon. 

'!he misslon of Group 322, the force located southwest of saigon, was directly accepted by Comrade Le Duc Anh after discussion and after a decision had been made at the head­quarters of the command. Comrade Vu Lang, comnnnder of the III Army Corps, and Comrade Nguyen Hlep, politi.al officer of this army corps, arrived on 12 April at the headqlllrters of the campaign's command to receive missions. On 111 April, Comrade Nguyen Hoa, commander of the I Army Corps, and Comrade Hoang Minh '!hl, deputy polltlcal offlcer of this army corps, also arrlved in time to receive their misslons after recelving messagss. Accordine to reports by Comrade Nguyen Hoa and Hoang Minh '!hl, on 9 March the III Army Corps received an order to enf!lJ,ge in fighting. On 2 April, the 320-B Division set out first. Subordinate armed branChes gradually set out after thls divisIon's departure. On 7 April, the last unit of the III Army Corps set out. It was estimated that all the III Army Corps unlts woUld arrive in the assembly area. 
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After pointing out the enemy's characteristics and what must be overcome in a nevI 
decisive battle on a new battlefield and after assigning ',:15sions to each army corps, 
I further emphasized that the comrade commanders must rapidly take tneir units to the 
assembly areBS on schedule, satisfactorily organize command and communications activities 
and keep all their units' actions secret before they opened fire. I particularly told 
them to pay attention to educating their troops on the decisive significance of the 
campaign 50, as to insure victory in this war and to insure that they strictly observed 
discipline and correctly implemented policies when they-entered the City. 

In a sincere and affectionate tone, Comrade Pham Hung addressed the comrade corps 
cummandersbefore their.returnto their units to implement the plan. He said: "Dear 
comrades, we in B-2 are very happy about our great victories in the Central Highlands 
and central Trung Bo. We realize tha t, we have the opportunity to liberate the Whole e,f 
South Vietnam this year. Once South Vietnam is liberated, we will move forward toward 
reunification, and the imperialists will never be able to come back. You will fulfill 
the nationwide national democratic revolution mission with us in COSVN and the South 
Vietnam l<1111tary Party Committee and with the South Vietnamese armed forces and people.' 

"-Since the. founding cif the party. this 1s the most glorious hlstorio moaent. In the past, 
[Vietnamese king] Quan~ Trung attacked Chinese aggressors at lightning speed; but his 
troops halted in their drive. Today our troops have come from the north to cooperate 
with the armed forces and people in this southern region but do not have to stop anywhere 
b~cause our troops have won Victory everywhere they have attacked. They have launched 
cwift attacks and have won great victories. 

liThe strength otour party, pRtri::Jt1c people, and people's army is gre?t indeed. Our 
party has a traditional sense of unity, and our people and the army also have a tradition 
of unity: The south and north are one and the same household. and Vietnam is one country. 
This is a basic factor which insures our victory. 

lIOn behalf of the centrll Political Bureau,.I congratulate you. comrades, far your recent 
victories, your timely presence on the South Vietnamese battlefield and your readiness 
to participate in this last historic, decisive. strategic battle to be launched against 
the last den ofneocolon1al1sm in our country. I Wish yuu complete Victory. Complete 
victory will be ours." 

In an emotional tone, comrade Pham Hung added: "We must manage to be in Saigon to celebrete 
Uncle Ho's birthday." 

Comrade Le Due '!ho told the corps commanders: "T-he party has entrusted the southern party 
organization, all the southern armed forces and people, and all our armed forces with 
fulfilling the task of liberating the south. Each corps--which is a strong force operating 
in large -scale combat coordination with the various armed branches, is equipped with 
modern weapons and enjoys the support of local forces and the assistance of other armed 
branches and services--must fulfill its mission in the most satisfactory manner. We will 
attack Saigon when the enemy is disintegrating and in a weak position. However, since 
that city is his last stronghold, he will strike back because he has no escape route. 
The enemy has5 divisions against our 15. excluding the strategic reserve forces. Thus. we 
cannot fail to win victory. This has been the view of the party Central Committee. 

~ ____________________________________________________________________________ -yj 
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"Upon my departure, othel' brothers of the Po11tical Bureau said: 'You must win; 
otherwise do not return.' This is the determinstion of the Political Burea~ 

"The U. S. imperialists definitely will not intervene again. At present, all official 
U. S. statements have ruled out the possibility of renewing U. S. intervention. The 
situation 1s very favorable. and ourcapab1lit1es are great. We must firmly grasp the 
opportunity and quickly and firmly do our Job. " 

Comrade Le Duc Tho also urged the corps cOlIIIIBnders: carefully study the terrain. 
beoause the newly-arrived corps are unfamiliar with this battlefield: study ,the 
complex layout of saigon itself: and formUlate methods for mainta1ning communications 
during combat, for organizing air defense While moving or camping and so forth. 

He stressed the factor of surprise, instructing all units to deal as many surprises 
to the enemy as possible, and to strike at vital points and key organs of the enemy. 
Comrade Le Duc Tho prese.nted the v1v1d example of two persons engaging in a fight: no 
matter how strong the adversary may be, he will be knocked out immediately if we strike 
right at his nerve center. 

He did not forget to remind the corps commanders that the people of saigon with their 
struggle movement and tradition of reVOlutionary struggle, though temporarily coerced 
by the enemy, woUld be very likely to rise up if they were supported by the military 
forces With their rapid, vigorous and continuous offensive from the outside. 

Concerning timing, the comrade said that the rainy season was now approaching, that 
we must act quickly to successfully fulfill our mission before it arrived, and that 
it woUld be more meaningful 11' we coUld fUlfill our miSSion in May 1975. 

Lying awake and thinking one night in a forest in our toc Ninh base area amid the 
deep rumbling of moving tanks and artillery prime movers, the callsigns of radio­
telephone operators and the voices of members of the staff, political and logistical 
sections Who were engaging in discussions, we recalled What Uncle Ho had said during 
his lifetime as well as What he had said in his testament. We also recalled the 
11fe he had devoted to the revolutionary cause and the fact that sai(!on hild been named 
after him. The campaign command then unanimously decided to send a message to the 
Political Bureau suggesting that the general offensive for the liberation of saigon 
be named the Ho Chi Minh campaign in accordance with the great signit,icance and large 
scale 0 l' the campa ign. 

At 1900 on 14 April 1975 the Political Bureau sent a message numbered n/TK to the 
battlefront, Which read in full as follows:' "Agree that campaign for saigon be named 
Ho 011 Minh campaign. II '!he message was signed by Comrade Le Duan, our respected and 
beloved first secretary of the party central Committee. 

Part XIV: "Battle Positions Are Taking Shape" 

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 1 May 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[Text] saigon-Gia Dinh is a large municipal1ty with 3.5 million people and 1.845 square 
kilometers including suburban districts. It has many high buildings of rather solid and 
sophisticated architecture. This was the enemy's last den Where a1l the leading agenCies 
of the puppet army and administration including important storage and rear bases were 
concentrated; it was the most important military. political and economic center of the 
enemy. 



The terrain of the Saigon area is somewhat complex with rivers, canals and swamps 
crisscrossing the southern area of the municipality and swampy fields abounding in the 
southwestern area, while the terrain of bordering areas is dry and pas5ablc with Routes 
9 and 10 leading directly into Saigon. In the northern Bnd northwe.stern areas and especially 
the eastern area there are many large bridges leading into the municipality, such as the 
Bc-'ng, .3ang. Einh PhU(iC, Binh Trieu, Ghenh, Done; Nai and Saigon bridges. It was I'eported 
that the enemy had plann'3d to blow up these bridges to prevent our troops from advancing. 
If these bridges were not pr:)mptly taken over, it would be difficult for our tanks, 
artillery and other heavy tactical equiplient to enter Saigon, and our major troop units 
would encounter many problems if they had to move away from the main lines of communications 
since the rainy season would start by mid-May. 

Having lived for more than 100 years under the French colonialist regime, then under the 
U.S. neocolonialist regime, the Saigon people had enjoyed independence and freedom under 
the DRV regime for less than a month. Since the day the U.S. imperialists sent t~eir' 
troops directly to South Vietnam, they had transformed Saigon and South Vietnam into 
a neocolony and,throuch their brazen, sophisticated and insidious schemes and policies, 
had poured massivE' a~:1ounts of weapuns and dollars int0 South Vietnam to enslave the 
people ideologically, pulitically and culturally. They and their henchmen had completely 
destroyed the tradit10nal foundation of good morals and customs of the society. Druy, 
addict1c,n, prostitutinn, gambling, hooliganism, robbery and murders spread everywh<:!re. 
Nearly all families had one of their members directly OP indipectly lured, forced or 
induced into theip peuple-repressing and coercing war machinery. They cirCUlated money 
and commodities lavishly to create a wealthy class of militarists and bureaucrat'iC' 
comprador bourgeoisie who licentiously lived off the people IS blood and bones, 'and they 
created a consumer economy and society entirely dependent on foreign capital. Their CIA and 
psychological warfare apparatuses resorted day and night to distortion, deceit and terrorism 
in order to make the people shrink from or at least fear the revolutionary resistance. 

However, the traditionally patriotic Saigon-Gia Dinh pe,)ple opposed the imperialists and 
their henchmen. The streets and canals in Saigon-Gia Dinh record many imposing feats of 
arms and heroic deeds of the various strata of the people. The Saigon party organization, 
Which operated un a battlefield of fierce fighting that consumed many cadres, and the base 
of the movement, which had been repealedly persecuted by the enemy, were still holding OUi~. 
This reflected uur partyls reputatiun and exploits. '!he leaders of various movements in 2aigcn 
whom we met symbolized the hard and dangerous yet glorious struggle of the Saigon people. 
'llieir eyes and words reflected the people IS desire to rise up to smash the U.S. lackey 
regime and gain independence and freedom. '!he Saigon~:aa Dinh people, stalwart, indomitable:, 
brave and loyal during their glorious struggle a~ainst the U.S. imperialists, assumed the 
responsibility for ccordinating with the regular armed forces in composing a great epic 
resounding through the streets. The farces being staged by the U.S.-puppet clique and 
the scenes of the people1s misery which we watched on ~ televisi~n set in the campaign 
command post made us impatient and made us long for the ::ltart of the bQttle. 

'!he command post had recently received a new directive fror:l C':...mrade Le Duan, who, after_ 
discussions with the Central Military Party Committee members, told us to make preparations 
for a few more days and wait until most of the I and III corps forces, including infantry 
and support units, arrived to launch the offensive. [paragraph continues] 
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From now until the launching of the p:eneral offensive, it was necessary to intensify 
the operations of the columns 1n the western and south,,,estern areas and to sever 
Route ~, forcing the enemy to di8~erse his foroes for counterattaoks and making it 
diffioult to guess our intentions. This would sow confusion and fear among the enemy 
ranks in Saigon. At the same time, speoial units woUld promptly infiltrate Sairon, 
and columns from other directions would also intensify their ooe1"8 tions to create 
favorable conditions for the ~~eat offensive. 

While the major units from the north, Central Highlands and oentral Trun, Bo were 
gradually moving south, a huge volume of materiel and equioment was being moved day 
and night to stora~e areas and units which were preparing for the decisive attack 
on Saigon. The southern oombat units took this ~ood opoortunity to vi~orously 'intensify 
their operations with a new spirit and with new exper1enoes and made great efforts. 

Un1t. of the 8th and 9th m11itary regions as well as sanner and speoial units within 
and on the outskirts of the munioipality oontinually caused the enemy many casualties ~nd 
von much war materiel trom the enemy; liberated a larf-e number of important areas 
linking various enclave bases located deep behind enemy lines 1n Long An, Go Conp. 
Ben Tre and My Tho; opened new corridors from eastern NBm Bo throUfh Don~ Thap to 
western Nlm Bo; completely controlled portions of ~any canals on the outskirs of the 
nunlo1pal1ty and used them as transportation routes to move in more reinforcements of 
personnel and equipment. The provinoial units were building foroes while fi~hting. 
Recruiting of new troops was intenSified 1n provinces and districts to activate more 
provincial groups and district companies of looal armed foroes, Platoons of militia 
were developing in villages. Some villages had a oompany of guerrillas. Newly 
activated units were promptly equipped with weapons and ammunition from base areas, 
mostly with those seized from the enemy. These aotivities had convinced some 
enemy unit. in the 4th Region to desert and oartly obstruoted operations of the 
enemy air and naval forces. 

The IV Corps of our r~gular armed forces since 10 ~~rch had closely coordinated with 
the Central Highlands forces in launching several succeSsive attaCKS to eradieate 
many enemy troops and l1bera te Dau Tieng subseotor. AnLoo oity and Chon Thanh 
district and had fully taken advantage of the area north of Sai~on to contain the 
enemy's 25th Division in Trang Lon, Tal" Ninh Province, and to exert pressure on the 
enemy 5th DiviSion defending Lat Khe, Ben cat district. 

From late March to early April 1975. IV Corp. swiftly moved its foroes from the areas' 
northwest and north of Saigon to Dinh Quan to, liberate Lam Don~ oity and' Di Linh town. 
then conoentrated its foroes on launching a major attack on the enemy's 18th Division 
in Xuan Loo oity. Long Khanh Provinoe. 

Xuan Loc city in early April 1975 became a vital defense area for the enemy in the 
3d Military Region to proteot the eastern side of Sa1gon. This oity was a defensive 
outpost of the U.S.-puppet clique. Therefore, the enemy made every effort to sustain 
the defense of Xuan Lac cj.ty so as to prevent our trooDs from advancln~ on Routes 1 
and 20 to saigon. On Route 1, our troops had approached Phan R~n~, while on 00ute 
20 they had moved to Kiem Tan after having liberated Lam Dong, Dalat and Tuyen Duo, 
The enemy strove to defend Xuan Loc and Long Khanh to secure a"river route between 
Saigon and Vung Tau to move U,S. aid goods by sea to Sale:on along the Lon!" Tau river 
and Route 15, whioh were later used by the enemy as his withdrawsl route, 

As long as xuan Loe and Long Khanh were 
Ria-Vung Tau frontline would not yet 
for the enemy to continue activities at 

maintained, the Bien Rca-Nuoe Tronl7-~.Jhan Trach-Ba 
be threatened. and jt would still be possible 
the Bien Hoa and 'I'an Son Nhut airfieldS. 
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Therefore, the enemy intended to defend Xuan r~oc and Long 'Khanh at all costs. The' enemy III Corps, 1n renera!, and the 18th Djvl~ ion, 1n particular, were still intact because they had not yet been mauled as units ,fthe enemy's 1st and 2d military regions had been. Moreover, the Saigon pUPfJet arMed torcea and administration and the United States were strenuously supportinp Xuan Loc with the hope or nrolonginF their agony and fin~ing a solution thro~h which they might survive without sufferinp complete loss, collapse and defeat, 

On 9 April 1975, IV Corns. comprisjn~ the 7th, 341st and ~th divi,ionsand 7th Re~ion forces under the command of Comrade Foanp: Cam and wi th Comrade Hoang The Thien as po11tical commissar, opened fire and attacked Xuan toe. For the first time the units ot IV Corps, which were full of enthusiasM and e~Pdrjerced 1n combat. confronted a desperate,diehard enemy. 

In tact, the enemy mobilized all the forces of the lAth Division, stren~thened the 3d Cavalry Brigade, took part of the 5th Division which was in a defensive nosition along Houte 13. the supporting artillery battalions, the mul tibatta11,on Ranp-er units of the 3d MUitary ;'"vion. and also the badly mauled ~ul t;.h~ttal1on Ranger 1lnits of the 1st and 2d military rerions which had not yet been reorranized and reinforced, and poured all these trooos into Xuan Loc. That was a desperate move of the U.S.-Duppet tef,ime,whieh was ready to sacrifice its troops and officers when it was on the verge of collapse. 

That vas not enough. The enemy sent the 1st Airatroop Br1rade into Xuan Loe and -mobilized to the h1p,hest degree hiS remaining air forces in nien Hoa, Tan Son ~lliut and can Tho in an attempt to nrolong his agony. That also was not enough. The sa1~on puppet armed forces and administration also mobilized the whole apparatus of the domestic and Western propa~nda and psywar media for saigon and Xuan Loc in order to IIboost the morale ll of their troops and commanders. I.e rUnh Dao. commander ot the puppet 18th Division, boastfully said: "We must firht a resounding battle to win world aelmira tion and more U. S. aid. It He suddenly became a IIstrong mn, II a savior of the Thieu rep-ime, thanks to articles written by Journalists who placed dollars above honor by signing their names in disreputable newspapers. Ri~ht at the outset, the f1~t in Xuan Loc became fierce. Our 7th, 6th and 341st divisions had to launch repeated attscks on that City to annihilate tsrgets one by one and to repel numerous counterattscks of the enemy. The enemy's 43d Regiment suffered heavy losses. It was necessary for our artillery aSSigned to the campaign and our divisions' regular artillery to us. an extra amount of ammunition. A number of our tanks and armored vehicles were out of order, while others had to return to staging areas to replenish their gasoline, lubricant and ammunition. 

Part XIV Continued 

Hanoi NIlAN DAN in Vietnamese 3 Mal' 76 P 3 BK/WA 

[Part XIV: "Battle Positions Are Taking Shspe"] 

[Text] At the outset, the IV Corps plan to attack Xuan Loc did not fully take into account the complex development of the situation; nor did it fully a.sess the enemy's stubbornness and the see-saw nature and fierceness of this battl., which was caused nei ther by the enemy's 18th DiviSion nor the scope of the Xuan Loc-Lon~ Khanh battle itself but by the fact that the ruan Loc battle woUld determine the collapse or survival of the saigon puppet administration and the prolongation of the Thieu regime's agony. It was, therefore, impossible for us to organize. command and conduct the firht as was initially planned, so we had to change our fightinp- method according to the Situation . 

~ 

I 
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D.lring the days that IV Corps attacked Xuan Loc, the campaign command on the one hand 
had to urgently <Il'aw up and complete the plan to attaok Saigon and, on the other, had 
to direct the regional command and the IV Corp. command to modity their fighting 
method. WOile the ene.y wa. strenuou.1y regrouping hi. troops and pouring them lnto 
XUan Loo, we were strengthenlng the 95th Infantry Reglment and supplying addltlona1 
fuel and ammunltion to. IV Corps. 

Comrade Tran Van Tra once agaln went from Loc !flnh to IV Corps to teach the new flghtlng 
method and urge lts lmp1ementatlon. 

After the enemy had poured troops lnto Xuan Loc to organize its defens.e, we deemed it no 
longer necessary to concentrate torces to .continue the direct attack on XUan Loe. we 
decided to .hitt force. to attack enemy unlts comlng to counteratt.ck whlch had not yet 
flrm1y e.tab11shed thelr posltlon. ln the outer perlmeter and stl11 lacked fortlflcatlons 
and close coordination with one another. At the same time, we directed our corps ~n1t8 
to u.e long-range artl11ery to .hel1 Blen Hoa alrfleld day and nlght to prevent enemy 
flghter plane. from taking off. 

Then we·attacked and occupled TUG Trung and K1em Tan, annlhl1ated the 52d Rebiment of 
the 18th Divislon, took Route 20 and headed to DIu Glay, firmly blocked a .tretch of 
Route I, de.troyed.a number of tanks, and "epe11ed the enemy'. 3d Cavalry Brlgade which 
came from Bten Hos--thus isolating Xuan toe from Saigon, 

Meanwhile, IV Corps continued to u.e artllle'7 to de.troy the enemy artillery force. one 
by one and to ann1hilate on. after .nother the unlt. of the 48th Reglment and the 1.t 
Paratroop Brigade which came out as 'reinforcements. 

On 16 April, our troop. liberated Phan Rang, annlhl1ating the forward command of the 
enemy'. III Cerps and capturlng Gen Kguyen Vinh Kghl. OUr eastern column moved forward 
en m •••• and, together wlth 6th R.glon troops,11berated Phan Thi.t on 19 April. Its 
forward unit. reaohed Rung La, near Xuan Loc, on20 April, Running the rlsk of annlhi1a­
tlon, all the .n.my foro.s in Xuan Loc fled ln dl.order on the nlght of 20 Aprl1 byprovin­
clal Road 2 ln the direotion of Ba Ria. Intercepted and attacked en route, the enemy 
force. lett behlnd a large quantlty of vehl01e., artl11ery and ammunltion. Some Western 
journalists had to oable their edltorla1 staff. requesting that the report. they had Just 
filed be forwarded immedlately that night so a. to catoh up with developments .11\ the 
• ituation. However, the Salgon army radio station brazenly contlnued it. efforts to 
boost the morale of the remnant. of the 18th Division hiding in forest. in the Ba Rl. 
ares. 

The llberation of XUan Loc opened the eastern door to Salgon welcoming the forces of the 
II and IV Corps and the 3d Division of the 5Ub Mi11tary Reglon for the final decl.lve 
strateglc battle. 

The 3d Divislon prepared to advance to Ba Rla and Vung Tau. 

Before 1aunohing a general offenslve on Saigon-Gla Dinh, the eastern column created a 
very favorable po.ltion for attaok. 

southwest of Salgon we had direoted our forces to the Ben Luc and Long An areas, thrust 
through the Tay !finh-Klen Tuong oorridor, cleared the area. of Ben Cau, Ben Sol and Queo 
Ba, controlled part of the Vam Co Tay River, continued advanclng toward Tan An and·Thu 
Tlnaa, advanced toward and attaCked traffio on Route 4, and destroyed .mall adjacent posts, 
thus developing a 11berated region for u.e as a ba.e area for the forces of the Group 
232 oommand to 'prepare to launch an offensive against Saigon from the southwest. 
[paragraph continues) 
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Tanks, amphibioul vehlcles, 85mm low tra.lectory guns, 122",,,., and 130mm artlllery units, 
antlalrcraft battallons, the 5th, 3d, 9th and 8th lnfantry dlvlslons, the 16th, 88th 
and 2~th lndependent reglments were ready, and hundreds of tons of gasollne and 011 had 
reached the units. Rocket and mortar battle posltions were rapidly setup around the Can 
Tho alrfield, waitlng for the moment to attocl, the last den of the enemy airforee once 
Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hoa came under our control. 

The setting up of battle positions southwest of Saigon was a marvelous exploit ot the 
western Nam Bo armed forces and people because topographlc eondltions made it very 
difficult to deploy a large torce, especlally one wlth heavy weapons and technical 
equipment, as thousands of artll1ery shells of varlous types had to be carried on 
shoulders or by small boats. Roads on whlch vehioles and artillery could move were rare, 
and sometimes there was only one road crossing swamp5 and barren areas. Artillery battle 
posltlons had to be set up along roads. 

!ladio was the only rneans of communication trom the campaign command to the southwestern 
column. 

The nearer the deadline, the more urgent it was for the southwestern column to establish 
its battle position. It was very importAnt to maintain the utmost seorecy 1n securing 
bridges, ferry-boats, and logistic movement routes 80 as to spring a great surprise on the 
enemy from this important direction. 

One enemy divlslon was drawn in this dlrection and the southwestern defense 11ne ot 
Saigon became thinner and more vulnerable. 

/oIorthwest of Saigon, the enemy's 25th Il1vision was still flrmly clinglng to the Tay /oIinh 
area. Thls showed that the enemy was stalemated. The police and admlnistrative organs 
of the puppet adminlstratlon ln Tay Ninh burned papers and documents and stealthlly 
fled to Salgon. 

We retralned from attacklng and annihilating Tay Ninh but had to pln d~wn the 25th puppet 
Division forces there to prevent them from retreating a~d regrouping 1n areas adjacent to 
Salgon. OUr III Corps sent a regiment of the }16th Il1vlsion to cross the Salgon Rlver 
and cut orf a stretch of road from Tra Vo and Bau Mau to Go Dau Ha to prevent the enemy 
from using it. The regional armed forces units of eastern Nam Bo. Tay Ninh and Binh 
Duong surrounded and annihilated reglonal and popular forces posts and shelled Trang Lon. 
flring some 20,000 l05mm shells and nearly 5,000 175mm shells. The enemy's 25th 
diviSion was stretched along Routes 1 and 22. 

OUr special action unlts sssigned to carry out actlvitles lnside Salgon clty and our 
sapper units had already advanced into areas close to the City and were secretly deployed 
to attack fixed targets. 

Meanwhile, our sapper units. mortars and long-range artillery shelled Bien Hoa airfield 
every day without interruption so that at night enemy aircraft had to move from Blen Hoa 
to Tan Son Nhut to avoid our shelling. We thus gradually controlled and paralyzed Bien 
Hoa alrfield. Then, we hastily prepared our tlrepower to shell the last two enemy air­
tields--Tan Son Nhut and Can Tho--1n order to reduce the combat capaclty ot the enemy 
airforce, to shake the enemy's morale, to check his evacuation plans, and to create 
favorable conditlons tor the general offenslve against Saigon-Gia Dlnh. 

On the mornlng of 8 April, we were worklng when we heard the news that • patrlotlc 
pilot flying an F-5E of the puppet airforce had just sately landed on Phuoc Long air­
tleld in the liherated areas after bombing Independence Palace. [paragraph continues 1 
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He was ai1'1'ol'Ce Lt Nguyen Thanh Trung, a native of Ben Tre and one of our party members who bed long carried out secret activitiea within the enemy airforee, He was the aon of a district party committee member who sacrifioed his life during the revolutionary atruggle, 

Nguyen Thanh Trung disclosed tbet the puppet airtoree had only 120 A-37's and 70 P-5!'s, tbet only two-thirds 01' the tighting capacity 01' these aircraft could be uSAd, that they could make at most 120 sorties daily, and tbet it was not nece.sary to continuously shell the Bien Hoa airtield--we need only pump in one shell every 30 minutes because pilots would get out 01' their shelters and board their aircra1't halt an hour atter each shell explosion, and such a shelling method would be e1'fective and economical. 

An idea suddenly came to us, and we requested the high command's authorization to i ..... dlately Bend Nguyen Thanh Trung to Danang to instruct a number of our MIG fighter pilots how to 1'ly the many U,S.A-37 planes which we had seized and to form an A-37 aquadron tor use it the need aroae, 

Part XIV Continued 

Hanoi BRAN DAN in Vietnamese ~ May 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[Part XIV. "Battle Positions Are Taking Shape") 

[Text) Prior to joining the campaign, the Saigon 1'ront sapper units,comprising intelligent, resourcetul and courageous fighters whose explOits were well-known throughout the country, were reorganized into six groups under a unified command, 

Group 10 was assigned to the Mba Be and Long Tau areas to attack ships and cut 01'1' the enemy route trom the Long'Tau River to the sea; Group 116 was stationed in lfUoc Trong­Long Binh; Group 113 was put in charge 01' the Bien Hoa area, Group 115 was stationed in Lsi Thieu and Quan Tre to wait for the order to advance into Saigon; Group 117 wa. stationed in VUon Thomand Ba Vu to wait for the order to attack the western area of saigon; Group ~29 was aSSigned to prepare to attack artillery battle positlons in the 8th and 9th preCincts. 

The Salgon special action combatants had long been renowned for their calm and valiant struggle whiCh bed repeatedly struok tear into the Americans and their puppets, These combatants had earlier attacked U,S, hotels In Saigon such as the caravelle, Brink, Victoria and Metropole, attacked the puppet police general dlrectorate and the U,S, embassy, sUnll: the ship card in the saigon River, and shelled the Independence Palace, Tan Son Nhut airport and the puppet "national day" ceremony; thelr strength increased greatly now, they oocupied strong positions both in and outside the City. There were also four battal­ions and many special action units outside the city, and we had 60 speclal action teams as well a. 300 armed persons and the forces 01' the ma.ses organized and commanded by the speCial action forces within the clty, The armed torces of the Saigon-Gia Dinh municipal unit were also rather strong. 

(h joining the campaign the armed forees in Ifha Be, Binh Chenh !lam, Binh Chanh Bec, Tin Binh, Hoc Mon and Go Vap, which had earlier conSisted 01' one platoon in each of these districts, now increased to one or two companies. In Thu Duc in particular, there WI8 a battalion, and our forces in Cu Chl were also strengthene~ The municipal unit also included the maln force regiments whlch had already been deployed in Gia Dlnh, not to speak ot our cadres and combatants who for many years had been carrying out special activities In the municipality or working in enemy organs and who were supplying us with timely and vital informatlon as they awaited the arrival of the great army, 
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The Saigon~Gia Dinh municipal party Committee printed and disoeminated hundreds of 
thousands of leaflets and set up propaganda assault units. The ;:;eething impetus of the 
masseS made the perplexed enemy even more baffled and agitated and further weakened the 
enemy1s coercive apparatus at the grassruots level. In a few days, we introduced intc 
the center of the municipality many hundred mere cadres and armed u!'~it rlember:3. Present 
in Saigon were scores of municipal party committee members and cadres of equivalentr~ 
members of district party committee standing committees, hundreds of party members, 
thousands of mass organization members and tens (;f thousands of p(';ople whom we could 
l:lObilize to take to the streets. We also had political organizations in the various warels, 
controlled scores of big and small printing shops, prepared hun.lrcdJs of vehicles equipped 
with loudspeakers and used thousands of meters of cloth to make flags. Large numbers of 
cadrp.s whose job it was to take over the administration of the city were sent to the 
outskirts of the city. 

In order to implement the directive of the party Political Bureau, the Central Office for 
3VN and the Central Military Party Committee had discussed and approved plans for the general 
offensive and uprising throughout B2. Comrade Sau Dan (Vo Van KiE.'t) was appointed 
secretary of the Saigon-Gia Dinh municipal party committee and cuncerned himself solely 
with matters pertainine to the mass uprising in order to cOGrdinate it with the general 
offensive of the regular army corps in the city--the last stronghold of the enemy. 

In short, before the :Jignal shot for the general offensive on Saigrm was fired, we had 
already set up a siege on this city from different directions. From the eastern directiun, 
we had cut off Route 1 and reached Trang Bum and were ready to cut Route 15, block Long 
Tau River and control Vung Tau while paralyzing all activities in Bien Hca airfield. 

From the western and southwestern directions, military units of the 9th Military Region 
had already moved into the area stretching from Cai Von to scuthern Can Tho, and more 
important still, they had already entrenched themselves along Route 4, the main artery 
leading from Saigon to the Mekong River delta. MeanWhile, military units of the 8th 
region had extended their operati()ns to southern Long An and stoed ready to cut Route 4 
and Cho Gao canal. 

At that time, the big forces of the campaign had gradually muved into their stagin~ 
positions. The IV Corps, after capturinr; Xuan LaC, had closed in on Trang Bam. 

From the southeast, the II Corps had already closed in on Long Thanh, Vung Tau, Nuoe 
Trang and Ba Ria. 

The 232d Group had already reached the Vam Co Dong River and Hau Nghia. The 5th and 8th 
divisions had taken up positions along Route 4 from Tan An to Cai Lay close to My Tho. 
In particular, two infantry regiments had moved intu Can Duoc and Can Giuoc close to 
Saigon1s 8th Precinct. 

From the northwestern and northern directions, we already had an expanded liberated area 
stretching from Lac Ninh to Phuoc Long; and the I and III corps had already closed in on 
Dong Du, Cu Chi, Phu Loi, Binh Duong, Lai Khe and Ben Cat. 

All corridors linking the various units in different directions were open, and campaign 
and strategic communications lines were linked together satisfaetcrily, insuring high­
speed traffic for various types of vehicles. [paragraph cur.:.tirlu,_,::} 
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For the first time in decade. of resi.tance in Nam Do, trucks of the tI"'.nsport braT.oh 
of the logistical departments of the south and the various military regions could now 
move smoothl;V from the eastern region to interprovincial Route 26 in northern CU Chi, 
to Din" Co and Binh M;V in northern Tan Uyen, and to Long Khanh and Ba Ria. 

WhUe our leadership force and revolutionary administration had already moved to the 
cit;y suburbs, some elements had inflltrated the citv itself to mala! preparations for 
the uprising of the masses and for taking over the City administration. 

'!he situation inSide Saigon was carefully studied and reported daily to the campaign 
eomnand. 

Right in Tan Son 1'hut during the days of seething aotivities throughout the south, a body 
of our cadres and combatants constantly maintained their communications. '!bis was our 
mUitary delegation to the Two-Part;y Joint Military CommiSSion headed by Comrade 
Ho Xuan Anh, which regularl;v transmitted daily situation reports. During these days, 
the delegation members firml;v believed that we were going to attack Saigon even though 
this informt10n had been laept from them. '!hese comrades had been living tor almost 
, years within a blockade set up b;V the enem;v, but they firmly maintained their stand 
of unmitigated struggle against the enem;v, promptly and strictly carried out all 
instructions given by the higher echelons, and promptly reported to us all informtion 
concerning the opinions of the people of various strata and enem;v activities, which 
they gathered throUgh various means, including their own observations. Seeing that 
'0 many enem;v aircraft had nocla!d to Tan Son Nhut and that some of them were parla!d 
near the complex housing the delegation, they sent a message suggesting that artillery 
strilaes should be launched on the airfield. '!be message said in part: "We will dig 
trenches and hold on to our combat position here. If t..'1.e enemy remains stubborn, our 
artillery forces should continue to rain fire on him. Do not worry about us. We are 
proud and ready to mala! sacrifices for the total success of the campaign and our 
revolutionary cause. II 

The housing complex of the delegation members had been built by the puppet administra­
tion with corrugated iron roofs, earth floors and wooden walls. It was surrounded by 
a barbed wire fence. It was very difficult for them to dig individual foxholes and 
communications and combat trenches. without being seen by enemy guards, but our comrades 
started digging during the night. Having no picks and shovels, they had to use fence 
posts and daggers. n1e earth they dug up was either packed onto the floor, stuffed 
into gunny sacks, wrapped in clothing or hidden in the storehouse. Having an opportunity 
to exchange a number of Joint Military Commission personnel, who were trapped the day 
We attacked Ban Me Thuot, we decided to bring out several comrades who were truly needed 
for the campaign and had the others, including the head of the delegation, remain behind. 
And, while making plans for the shelling of Tan Son Nhut, we instructed the comrades in 
charge of the artillery many times so that they knew where our delegation was living 
and could aVOid harming them. 

As preparations were being made for the Ho Chi ~Iinh campaign, our comrades at Tan Son Nhut 
took up a stalwart and valiant offensive position. '!his position not only represented 
the revolution and the just cause in the political field, but also helped the party 
further understand the people's feelings toward the cause of liberation as Well as the 
enem;v during the enem;v's final days. It is certain that in these seething days and 
nights, our comrades at Tan Son Nhut awaited the com1ng of our forces more anxiously 
than did anyone else. 

Afte,. the Mau '!han Tet offensive on Saigon in 1968, the enemy had arrogantly boasted 
that the Vietcong would never be able to a tt2ck Saigon again. [paragraph continues 1 
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Now, lnoking at the battle positions already 3rranged with the close coordination ot our forces inside and outside Sai,!on cit~r and at the areas now firmly under our control, and determining the targets at which we would strike right at the beginning of the gathering offensive while working out the timing and finishing the remaining taske before H hour--the last H hour of the war and also the greatest H hvur in uur natiun's history for the past century--W'e felt happy, elated and proud. 

Part XV: !lBoldness, Surprise, Sure Victory II 

Hanoi NdAN DAN in Vietnamese 5 May 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[l'ext] T.'lhen I was still in the Central Highlands and we learned that the Political Bureau had made a new decision to attack Saigon before the arrival of the rainy season with lightning speed, be ldness, surprise and sure victory as guiding principles --we began thinking about methods fiJI' the attack. By then, even though we did not yet have a firm understanding of the ene:~yls actual situaticn in Saigon or of the whereabouts or movements of revolutionary forces within that city, all necessary initial preparations and plans had been made c.n the basis of the mission assigned. Noticing the enemy's strategic confusi~n and decline in morale, we tried to- think of a fighting method that would bring ab:Jut a result similar to that achieved in Ban Me Thuot. Nevertheless, it was certain that with complex .Jrganizational cunditions requiring a higher organizational form, the coming campaign wculd have to be conducted on a very large scale. Because of the decisiVe impact this campaien would have c,n the revolutionary war, on changes in the balance of forces between our side and the enemy and on the emergence of new factors deriving from victories already won as well as the vast size of Saigon city and the urgency concerning timing, various preparations t-Jould have to be made qUickly. In particular, it was necessary to closely organize, lead and effect coordination among all forces which would participate in the offensive in order to insure certain victory. Of course, in attacking Saigon this time, we could not simply again use the old fighting methods in a mechanical manner; it was necessary to further develop our military art in a more creative manner. Nevertheless, all these problems--such as how we could creatively develop the military and how we should organize forces--could be solved only by taking into consideration the multifaceted de­velopments in the current situation. 

'fuese questions, thoughts and calculations were nagging at us, especially after the day VIe got a map of Saigon from the enemy map stc'rage in Ban Me Thuot. 

Recalling the weekly and monthly reports that had been submitted by the southern command and the Saigon party committee on the military, political and economic situation and on the struggle by people of all walks of life for a decent life, democracy. peace and national reunification, and recalling the reports submitted by the various units that had attacked Saigon in 1968 and the recent report by Comrade Vu Long, cadre of the southern s·taff, en the southern command IS plan for the spring-summer campaign, we had the necessary additional knowledge of Saigon to prepare a plan to attack Saigon. 

C- ntemplating fighting methcJds while riding. in a car to B2, I questioned Comrade Hoang Dung about various details which had slipped my mind: How large and how deep are the rivers around Saigon? Has the city population grown to 4 million yet? Is the puppet 25th Division under the command of Ly Tong Ba? and other questions. I also instructed him to cable the 6th Region to send pers(~'nnel immediately to the Dalat geographical directorate to procure maps of Saigon that would be sent to the A-75 group in B2 as soon as pos sible . 


