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19512 BK0454 = 1. SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION: REF IS THE SUMMARY O
iR K " REPORT OF JQINT U.S5.— LAC JOINT FIELD AZTIVITY 23-5L,
I'FS #1338/81 15404465 23-JUN=33 TOR : 21:45 #BICH WAS CONDUCTE®D FROM 2-23 MAY 1393. ON 17-13 MAY
10U 2ZH CHRS: CITF - 1993 Ao JOINT U.S.-LAO TEAY INVESTIGATED CASE @352. 8]
152 JUN 33 DIST: CJTF ON 17 MAY, TPE TEAM INTERVIEWED VILLAZERS FROM BAN
MBASSY VIENTIANE CHALOU, BAN GNAVET, AND BAN PHATHOUNZ. VILLASERS
QAQE/CDR JTFFA HONOLULU EI PRIORITY - FiOM ALL THRET AREAS CLAIMED NO KNJIWLEDIE OF CRASH O
/USDAC BANGROK//PH-M1A// r SITES, #KECKAGE, LIVE AM??ICANS, OR RIRIAL SITES NEAR
/CITFFA DET ONE BANGKOK.TH : THE INCIDENT LOCATION. IN BAN PHATHOUNZ THE TRAM
5/D1A ¥ASHDC//PON~MIA/DOF/DOF-3 #- OBSERVED PIECES OF AIRCRAFT WRECKASE. THE TEAY O
S/SECDEF WASHDC//0ASD-ISA/PW=-MIL/DDI/C3I// ~ RSCEIVED A NEGATIVE RESPONSE wFEN ASKED ABOUT THE
S5/JOINT STAFF WASHDC//J5 P¥—-MIA/J3=-JOD/CICS p.\ A7 SQURCE OQF THE AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE, THE TEAY CONDUCTED
/USCINCPAC BONOLULU HI//J3// ; . AN AERIAL SURVFY OF THE INCIDENT LOCAPION. NO ,
SECSTATE WASHDC 4286 . . " WRECKAGE WAS NOTED. UTILIZING PHOTOS TALZN AT THE
JEAHMGA/HQ USAF WASHDC//IN// Pt : ; TIME OF THE INCIDENT, THE TEAM IDENTIFIED THE CHASH
4/CNO WASHDC//0P-232/DV1// fa T ) .. SITE AREA BUT WAS UNABLE T0 SEE #RECYAGE DUT T AEAVY )
/USDLO HONG KONG HE i . VEGETATION OVERGROWTH., BECAUSE OF AEATHER, TERGRIN
/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR MY//PA=MIp// i : i AND SAFETY CONSTRAINTS, THE JOINT TEAY WAS UNARLE 70
"/CDRPERSCOM ALELANDRIA VA//TAPI-PRD-P// Lo 3 ) P SURVEY THE SITE. ©LAO COOPERATION WAS EXCELLENT M
P/BUPERS WASHDC//PERS633P/NS4DD// PF-‘-;‘— ) " DURING THIS INVESTIGATION. RECOMMEND THIS CASE EE
L /WAITE FQUSE wASHDC//NSC// H o ) i RESCEEDULED FOR A DRY SFASON SURVEY WITH A SPECIALLY
>/HQ AFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TX//DPMIA// ! ! : © o TRAINED AKD EQUIPPED TEANM. END SUMMARY. C?
A/CDHUSACILHI HICKAY AFE HI//TAPC-PED-H// ! ~3n H - !
A/DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADKE MD//BS1/DCN/P-5//%" ’ : ! 2. JOINT TEAY MEMEERS:
;/JICPAC OIC HONOLULU H1//010// e o= A. U.S.: O
"/NCPAC PEARL HARBOR HI b : MR, WILLIAM R, GADOURY, JR; TEAYM LEAD®R
}/COMSOCPAC RONOLULU HI//50J3// P ’ GYSST DONALD A. DAY, ANALYST
L/COMISJAPAN YOKOTA AB Ja/Z/J3// r!an ! : © ;. S33T THOMAS M. CHAS®, ANALYST O
A /COMALCOY ELMENDORF AFB AK//J3// | R o "~ MR. DAVID M. ROSENAU, LKA INVESTIGATOR
L/COMUSKOREA SEOUL KOR//FRJ3// i ; . 5SG WILLTIAM M. ELLERMAN, MA TECANICIAN
L /CDRUSARPAC FT SEAFTER HI//APOP// : 1 : ¢ 383G JOHN SIEGFRIED, MA TECHNICIAN O
\/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI//R2/324/6// PATY O] ; 585G BRET A. DUNKELBARGER, EOD
/CINCPACAF RICKAM AFB B1//DO/DPX// t o S CPT MICHAEL R. YOORHIES, MEDIC
\/USCINCSOC MACDILL AFB FL//J3// i o, = Bo LAOQ: O
3/CINCFOR FT MCPHERSON GA//J3// i | LT KHAMKHONG INTHILATH, MND
/CMC WASHDC//MNP-LO/INT// Lar o (?-:% _ FS é,/< : LT THON3VANH SENGVONGCHIT, MND
)/DA WASHDC//DAMO-0DO-AQC/DAMI~PII// [N S ~ b (
\/CIA WASHDC//DBO/EA/ICOR/CL/ i T 3. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION:
USMISSION PENOY PENH//JTF-FA DET FOUR// ¢@sP ' - A, ON 17-18 MAY, 1993, THE JOINT TEAY
'AMEMBASSY BANGHOX 4453 iy e { ¢y INVESTISATED CASE 2982, MR. BOOUNXOU (BOUALAPHA (o)
/COMNAVMILPERSCOM WASBDC//NS4D0// e b DISTRICT OFFICIAL) ACCOMPANIED THE TEAM. ON 17 MAY,
/HQS DEA WASHIC e -~ AFTER COORDINATING WITH THE® DISTRICT OFFICIALS IN
/CDRINSCOM FT BELVOIR VA//IA// ¢ BOUALAPHA TOWN, THE TEAM TCAVEZLLED TO BAN CHALDU (o)
(XEP15118). UPON ARRIVAL, THE TEAM IVTERVIEWED MR.
SECTION @1 OF @¢ VIENTIANE 221333 KAM AND & SROUP OF VILLAGE EIDERS. MR. {AY STATED
¢y THAT THE PEOPLE OF BAN CHALOU HAD MEVER WITNESSED OR 0
OR EAP/VLC
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HEARD OF LIVE AMERICANS IN THE AREA, AND HE HAD NO
KNOWLEDSIE OF ANY BORIAL SITES. MR. KAM ALSO STATED
THAT WHILE NONE OF THE VILLAGERS HAD EVER BEEN TO OR
WITNESSED A CRASH SITE, THEY HAD HEARD VILLAGERS FROM
BAN GNAVET SPEAK OF AN AJRCRAFT CRASH SITE ON TOP OF
‘A PHOU CAMPHA MOUNTAIN. ENROUTE TO BAN GNAVET, THE
TEAM NOTED THE LOCATION OF BAN PHATHOUNZ (VWE3613), &
VILLAGE CCMPRISED OF ONIY FIVE HUTS.
= B. 1IN BAN GNAVET (WEBBS176) THE VILLAGE CHIEF,
MR. VIENS, CONFIRMED THAT EE KNEW OF A CRASH SITE ON
TOP OF PHOU KAMPRA MOUNTAIN, BUT BELIEVED IT T0 BE A
HELICOPTER. HE SAID NO WREC{AJE WAS AVAILABLE IN THE
VILLAGE, IT HAD ALL BEEN’SOLD FOR SC3rP, (NOTE: THE
PEAK OF PHOU KAMPHA IS APPROXIMATELY ZIGHT XILJIMETERS
\ORTHWEST OF THE CASE ©982 INCIDENT LICATION). MR.
EIENG WAS UNABLE TO PRCVIDE ANY INFORYATION
CONCERNING CASE @982 NOR DID HE INDICATE THAT AR HAD
ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING CRASH SITES,
LIVE AMERICANS, OR BOURIAL SITFS. (NOTE: GIVEY THE
PROXIMITY OF CASES 2982 AND 9251, THE TEAY WAS
SEEKI?G INFORMATION RELEVANT TO EITHEY CASE. END
NOTE
-~ C. THE TEAM THEN FLEW TO BAN PHATIOUNG WHERE THESY
MET MR. KHOUN, THE SUBDISTRICT CHIEF. MR. KHOUN
STATED THAT HE HAD LIVED IN THE AREA ALL OF HIS LIFE,
ADDING THAT DURING THE wWAR YEARS HE AND OTHER
VILLASERS HID IN THE NEARBY FOREST FOR SAFTEY. ASKED
IF HE HAD ANY ENOWLEDGE OF AMERICAN PIISONERS JR
GRAVE SITES, HE RESPONDED THAT HE DID NOT. AS{ED IF
HE HAD ANY ENCOWLEDGE OF AIRCRAFI CRASE SITES IN TUE
VICINITY OF BIS VILLAGE, AGAIN HZ STAPED THAT 4E DID
NOT, AFTER THE INTERVIEW THE TEAM OBSERVED SEVEQAL
PIBCES OF AIRCIAFT WRECKAGE IN THE VILLAGE. WHEN
ASKED WHERE THEY WERE FOUND, MR, KHQUN STATED THAT
THEY WERE FOUND "UP ON THE HOUNTAIN (WHILE POINTING
IN THE DIRECTION OF THE REPORTED LAST XNOWN LOCATION
CASE 2932 ON PACU LOUANG MOUNTAIN). HE STATED THAT
THE FIECES WERE FOUND IN THE FOREST BOT TO HIS
iNOULEDGE THERE WAS NO NEARBY ATRCRAFT CQASH SITE.

D. ON 18 MAY THE TEAM CONDUCTED AN AERIAL SURVEY
OF THE INCIDENT LOCATION. NO WRECKAGE WAS NOTED,
HOYEYER, UTILIZING PHOTOGRAPHS IAKEN JUST AFTER THE
INCIDENT THE TEAM waAS ABLE TO IDENTIFYT THE C3ASE SITE
AREA ALONG THE NORTHEAST FACE OF PHOU LOUANG
MOUNTAINTOP. THE TEAM LANDED ON A ROCK LEDGE
(¥E234111) AT THE SUMMIT, BUT wAS UNABLE TO DETECT
ANY WRECKAGE IN THE DENSE FOLIASE BEL)¥. DUE TO POOR
VEATRER AND STEEP TERRAIN, THE I'EAM WAS UNAPLE TO
CONDUCT A GROUND SEARCH [N THE SRASH AREA.

4. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS

RECORDED FROM WRECKAGE FOUND IN THE VILLAGE OF BAN
PHATHQUNG,
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LAUNCHER ROCKET AIRBORNE LAU 3/h

F3N: 1055-554-1425

CONTAACT NO, N?77015-57-7421
CANISTER MINE XM1:

LOT@ANOD 1p=220222%77 -0

SN/ D-787-GBS-H
THREE CONE SHAPED PIECES OF ALUMINIY,
APPARENTLY PART OF PODS FROM AN AIRCRAFT, WITH
THE WORDS NO STEP PRINTED ON QHEM
- TWO0 POSSIBLE SENSOR CANISTERS
- (KOTE: A FEW OF TH?!QILLAGE HUTS HAD ALUMINDM
PATCHES ON THE RQOFS. ALL MATERIAL EVIDENCE WAS
PHOTOGRAPHED AND LEFT IN THE VILLAGE? DND NOTE.)

5. SURVEY RESULT: AREV??F REPO?J? LAST KNOWN
LOCATION IR TRIP?!?QNOPY JUNZLE WITH STE? SLOPE ?7D
5@ TO ?5 METE?NEAR VER?ICAL FACE,

6. PERIINENT DATA OR LOCATION CHANGES: NONE
7. CASE FILE INFORMATION NOT INVESTIIATED: NONE

8. ANALYST COMMENTS: THERF ARF TW0 ENOWN LOSS
LOCATIONS WITHIN A FIVE KILOMETER RADTUS OF BAM
PHATHOUNG. MR. KHOUN WAS QUICK TC PRIVIDE THE TEAM
WITH NEJATIVE RESPONSES TO ALL QUESTIONS CONCERNING
AIRCRAFT WRECEAGE ANT} CRASH SITES, NEVER MENTIJDNING
THE WRECKAGE BEING USED WITHIN IHE VILLAGE. WHEN
QUESTIOWED MR, KHOUN STATED THAT HF EAD FOUND 1T UP
ON THE MOUNTAIN, BUT THAT THERE WAS NJ)T A COASH SITE.
THE REPORTED LAST KNOWN LOCATION OF CASE 2382 IS ON
TFF MOUNTAIN INDICATED BY THE WITNESS. CIRCUMSTANCES
SURRQUNDING LOSS WOULD MAKE IT POSSIRLE TD LOCATE
PIECES OF THe AIRCRAFT WITHOUT EVER FINDING THE CRASH
LOCATICN, 3BELIEVE TEAM HAS CORRECTLY IDENTIFIED THE
INCIDENT LOCATION AS PER AYRIAL PHOTOS TALEN AT THE
TIME OF INCIDENT.

?. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COMMENTS: NONE

1@, TEAM CHIEF COMMENTS:

= h. THE NORTHEAST FACE CF THE PHOU LJOUANF MOUNTAIN
WHICH THE TKAM SURVEYED BY AIR MATCHES AERIAL
FHOTOGRAPHS ITAKEN SBROR?7? AFTER THE INJIDENT.
ALTHOUSH THE ARRIAL PHQTOGHAPHS SEOW FRECKAGE STREWN
OVER A ¥IDF AREA OF THE MOUNTAIN FACK, THE TEAY WAS
UNABLE TO SEE ANY WRECKAZE DUR TO HEAVY DVERSKOWTH OF
TREE5 AND BUSHES IN THE AREA, THE C@ASH SITE IS
LOCATED AT APPROXIMATELY THE 1220 METER ALTITUDE ON
TFIS 1337 METER MOUNTAIN. GSETTING TC THE CRASH SITE
AREA FROM THE BOTTOY OF THE MOUNTAIN 4O0LD ENTAIL A
CLIMB WHICH wOULD TAEL® AT LFAST ONE FULL DAY, ONE
WAY. AN ASCENT FROY THE BOTTOM WOULD BE HAZARDOUS
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THE STEEP ASCFNT AND NUMEROUS ROCX LEDGES. A

~ FROM THE TOP WQOULD BE A SHORTER DISTANCE BOUT o
E EVEN MOKE HRAZARDOUS DUE THE STEEP DROP-OFFS,
RE THAN 19@ FEET. THE WEATEER AT THIS

E ON THE FIRST DAY WAS COMPLETE ZLOUD COVER,
ING A SURVEY. ON THE SEZOND DAY, THE CLOUDS
ED THE AREA ALL MORNING AND LIFTED JUST AFTER
THE TEAY LANDED ON A ROCK LEDGE JN TOP JOF THE o
N TO SURYEY FRCY THAT VANTAGE POINT, WITHIN

OTE5, ADDITIONAL CLOUDS BEGAN MOVING IN WHICH

THE TEAM TO DEPART BEFOHE LOSING VISIBILITY.

¥EY AND/OR SUBSEQUENT =XZAVATION QF THIS SITE

- EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS AND WILL IEJUIRE SPECTAL

ITR SPECIAL FQUIFMENT. ACCESS TO THIS SITE i
ONLY BE ATTEMPTRD DURING THE DIY SEASQON WHEN

S LESS CHANCE OF BEING CAUGHT IN LOW CLIOD

o 0O o O O O 0O

AS INDICATED IN PARAGRAPH THREE, VILLAGERS TN
THOUNG COLLECTED SOME SCRAP METAL FROM THE
NSIDE, BUT WERF UNAWARE OF A CRASF SITE.

HE KNOWN WIDF DISTRTRUTIDN OF JRECKAGE ACROSS
EP FACE QF THE MOUNTAIN, IT IS PJSSIBLZE THAT

SE PORTIONS OF AIKCHAFT SCRAP #ERE FOUND AT A 0
M0RE ACCESSIBLE PORTION OF THS MOUNTAINSIDZ
 VILLAGEES BAVE NOT YET BEEN UP T0 THE HIGHER,
ALTITUDES WHERE THE MAIN CAASI SITE IS N 0
. THIS WOULD INDICATE THAT THE SITE 1S STILL
UNDISTURBED. INITIAL ANALYSIS OF THE BHOAD,
LT TO ACCESS AREA OYRR WHICH THE WRECKAZE IS O O
ED WOULD INDICATE THAT AN EXCAVATTON OF THIS
LD ENTATL AN EXTENDED PERIOD. o
\
~FA/DET 3 COMMANDER RECOYMENDATIONS: SJIHEDOULE
RY SEASCN SURVEY BY A SPECIALLY TRAINED AND
D TEAM. SALMON .. 0
\ 0
o o]
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