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," LB 1/4 UNCLASSIFIED VIE~TIANE 0~1396/31 o 
FROM CJTFFA DET THREE. VIENTIANE 0 
DIA: PASS TO DOD POW/~IA CENTRAL DOCU~E~T?C??(QS??BKQB?T?J-~?V?11???Q-DEr 3 3755 
n Mar 93 

MAP: S???D?1?QSHEET?143-1 

1. SUM~ARY OF INVESTIGATION: REF IS THE SU~MARY 
REPORT OF JOINT U.S.- LAO JOINr FIELD ACTIVITY 93-5L. 
'HICH WAS CONDUCTED FRO~ 9-23 MAY 1393. ON 17-1, MAY 
1993 A JOINT U.S.-LAO TEA~ INVESTI~ATED C~SE ~352. 
ON 17 MAY. TPE TEAM INTEHVIEWED VILLAJERS F~OM BAN 
CHALOO. BAN GNAVET. AND BAN PHATHOITNG. VILLA3ERS 
FIOM ALL THREE AREAS CLAIMED NO KNOILEDlE OF CqASa 
SITES. 'RECKAGE. LIVE AMIIICANS. OR laRIAL SITES NEAR 
THE INCIDENT LOCATION. IN BAN PHATHOITN. THE T~AM 
OBSERVED PIECES OF AIRCRAFT WRECKAJE. rHE TEA~ 
RECEIVED A NEGATIVE RESPONSE .HEN ASKED ABOUT THE 
SOURCE or THE AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE. THE TEA~ CONDUCTED 
AN AERIAL SURVFI OF THE INCIDENr LOCArION. NO 
WRECKAGE WAS NOTED. UTILIZINJ PHOTOS rA~~N AT THE 
TIME OF rHE INCIDENT. THE TEAM IDENTIFIED THE CRASH 
SITE AREA BUT WAS UNABLE TO SEE ~R~CKAe~ DUE TO HFAVY 
VEGETATION OVERGROWTH. BECAUSE OF .E~THER. TER@@IN 
AND SAFETY CONSTRAINTS. TRE JOINT TEA~ WAS UNARLE TO 
SURVEY THE SITE. LAO COOPERATION WAS EXCELLENT 
DURING THIS INVESTIGATION. RECO~MEND THIS CASE BE 
RESCHEDULED FOR A DRY SEASON SURVEY WITH ~ SPECIALLY 
TRAINED AND EQUIPPED TEAM. END SUM~A1Y. 

2. JOINT TEA~ ~E~BERS: 
C: - A. u.s.: 

MR. WILLIAM R. GADOURY. IR; TEAM LEADER 
GYSeT DONALD A. DAY. ANALYST 
SSGT THOMAS M. CHASE. ANALYST 
MR. DAVID M. ROSENAU. LIA INVESTIG~TOR 
sse WILLIAM M. ELLERMAN. MA TECRNICIH 
SSG JOHN SIEGFRIED, MA TECHNICIAN 
SSG BRET A. DUNKEL BARGER. EOD 
CPT MICHAEL R. VOOBHIES. MEDIC 

(.:1 - B. LAO: 
LT KHAMKHONG INTHILATH. MND 
LT THONJVANH SENGVONGCHIT. MND 

n 
3. DETAILS 01 INVESTIGATION: 
- A. ON 17-18 MAY. 1993. TH~ JOINT rEA~ 

o INVESTIaATED CASE ~982. MR. BOUNXOU (BlUALAPHA 
DISTRICT OFFICIAL) ACCO~PANIED rHE TE'1. ON 11 MAY. 
AFTER COORDINATING WITH THE DISTRICT OFFICIALS IN 

o BOUALAPHA TO~N. THE TEAM TIAVELLED TO BIN CHALOU 
(XEBI5119). UPON ARRIVAL. THE TEAM I~TERVIEWED MR. 
KAM AND A GROUP or VILLA~E ELDERS. M~. {AM ST~TED 

() THAT THE PEOPLE OF BAN CHALOU HAD NEVER WITNESSED OR 
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HEARD OF LIVE A~ERICANS IN THE AREA, AND HE HAD NO 

I;) K~OWLEDa or ANY BURIAL gITES. ~R. KA~ ALSO SrATED 
THAT WHILE NONE OF THE VILLA~EHS HAD EVER BEEN TO OR 
WITNESSED A CRASH SITE, THEY HAD HEARD VILLAGERS FROM 

~ BAN GNAVET SPEAK OF AN AIRCRAFT CRASH SITE ON TOP OF 
1 PHOU [AMPHA MOUNTAIN.ENROUT~ TO BAN GNAVET, THE 
TEAM NorED THE LOCATION or BAN PHATHOUN; (WE.613), A 

~ VILLAa COMPRISED OF ONU FIVE BUTS. 
~ B. IN BAN ~NAVET (WEB8S1?S) THE VILLA~E CHIEF, 
MR. VIENG, CONFIRI1ED THAT HE KNEW OF A ~RASH glTE ON 

'" TOP OF PHOU KAMPHA ~OUNTAIN, Bur BEtUnD IT TO BE A 
HELICOPTER. HE SAID NO WRECKAJE WAS AVAILABLE IN THE 
VILLAGE, IT HAD ALL BEEN~SOLD FOR scnp. (NOTE: THE o PEAK OF PHOU UMPHA IS APPROXI MATELY UGHT KILO~ETERS 
~ORTHWEST OF THE CASE 09B.2 INCIDENT LO~ATION). ~R. 
IIENG WAS UNABLE TO PROVIDE ANT INFOR~ATION 

V vONCERNI NG CAS E 0982 NOR DI D HE I NDI CATE THAT HE HA D 
ANY ADDITIONAL INFOR~ATION CONCERNING CRASH SITES, 
LIVE AMERICANS, OR BURIAL SIT~S. (NOTE: GIVEN THE o PROXIMITY OF CASES ~9B2 AND 0261, THE nA~ WAS 
SEEKING INFORMATION RELEJANT TO gITHE~ eAfiE. END 
NOTE ) o - C. THE TEAM THEN FLE~ TO BAN PHATa~UN~ WHERE TRn 
MET MR. KHOUN, TRE SUBDISTRICT CRIEF. ~R. KROUN 
STATED THAT HE HAD LIVED IN THE AREA ALL OF HIS LIrE, o ADDING THAT DURING THE WAR YEARS HE AND OTHER 
VILLA~ERS HID IN THE NEARBY FOREST FOR 5AFTEY. ASKED 
IF HE HAD ANY KNOWLEDGE of AMERICAN PliSONERS OR o GRAVE SITES, HE RESPONDED THAT HE DID NOT. AsnD IF 
HE HAD ANY KNOWLEDGE OF AIRCRAFT CRASH SITES IN TUE 
VICINITY OF PIS VILLAGE, AGAIN HE STATED THAT iE DID o NOT. AFTER THE INTERVIEW THE TEAM OBSE~VED SEVE@AL 
PIECES OF AlRCnn WRECKAGE IN THE VILLAGE. liSEN 
ASKED WHERE THEY WERE FOUND, MR. KHOU~ STATED TUT o THEY nRE FOUND "UP ON T~E MOUNTAIN" (WHILE POINTING 
IN THE DIRECTION OF THE REPORTED LAST ~~OiN LO:ATION 
CASE e932 ON PHOU LOUANG·~OUNTAIN). HE STATED THAT 

" THE PIECES WERE FOUND IN THE FOREST BUT TO HIS 
~NOWLEDGE THERE WAS NO NEARBY AIRCRAFT :~ASH SITE. 
~ D. ON 18 MAY THE TEAM CONDUCTED A~ AERIAL SURVEY o OF THE INCIDENT LOCATION. NO WRECUGE HS NOTEil, 
HOWEVER, UTILIZING PHOTOGRAPHS IAKEN JUST AFTER THE 
INCIDENT THE TEAM wAS ABLE TO IDENTIFY THE CJASH SIrE o AREA ALONG THE NORTHEAST FACE O~ PHOU LOUAN~ 
MOUNTAINTOP. THE TEAM LANDED ON A RO:K LEDGE 
(liE33l111) AT THg SUMMIT, BUT WAS UNABLE TO DEIECT 

C ANY WRECKAGE IN THE DENSE FOLIAH BELO'. DUE TO POOR 
WEATHER AND STEEP TERRAIN, THE rEA~ WAS UNAELE TO 
CONDUCT A GROUND SEARCH IN THE ~RASH IREA. 

o 4. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: rHE FOLLO~ING INFORMATION WAS 
RECORDED FROM WRECKAGE FOUND IN THE VILLAGE OF BAN o PHATHOUNJ. 
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i) - LAUNCHER ROCKET AIRBORNE LAU 3/A 
FSN: 1055-554-1425 
CONTJACT NO. N??019-57-?&21 

o - CANISTER MINE X~l: 
LOT@NO 10-11???11??-? 
SN/ D-787-aS-H 

o - THREE CONE SHAPED PIECES OF ALU~INJ~, 
APPARENTLY PART OF PODS FROM AN AIRCRAFT, WITH 
THE WORDS NO STEP PRINTED ON gHEM 

(I - TWO POSSIBLE SENSOR CANISTERS 
(NOTE: A FEW OF TH?IQILLAGE RUTS HAD ALUMINUM 

PATCHES ON THE ROOFS. ALL MATERIAL EVIDENCE WAS 
) PHOTOGRAPHED AND LEFT IN THE VlLLAGE?"DND NOTE.) 

5. SURVEY RESULT: AREV??F REPO?J? LIST ~NOWN o LOCATION IR TRIP?I?QNOPY JUNGLE WITH STE? SLOPE ??D 
50 TO 75 METE?NEAR VER?ICAL FACE. 

) 6. PERTINENT DATA OR LOCATION CHANGES: NONE 

7. CASE FILE INFOR~ATION NOT INVESTIHT~D: NONE 

9. ANALYST COMMENTS: THERF AR~ T,O KN~WN LOSS 
LOCATIONS WITHIN A FIVE ~ILOMETER RADIUS OF BAN 

,) PHATHOUNG. ~R. KHOUN WAS QUICK TO PROVIDE THE TEA~ 
~ITH NE~ATIVE RESPONSES TO ALL QUESTIlNS CONCERNING 
AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE AND CRASH SITES, NEnR ~ENTllNING 

) THE WRECKAGE BEING USED 'WITHIN rHE VILL!GE. WHSN 
QUESTIO~ED MR. KHOUN STAT~D THAr HF HAD FOUND IT UP 
ON THE MOUNTAIN, BUT THAT THERE 'AS NOT A C@ASH SITE. 

1 THE REPORTED LAST KNO~N LOCATION O~ CISE 0.82 IS ON 
T~E MOUNTAIN INDICATED BY THE WITNESS. CIHCU~STANCES 
SURROUNDING LOSS WOULD ~AKE IT POSSIBLE TO LOCATE 

; PIECES O~ TH~ AIRCRAFT WITHOUT EVER FINDING THE CRASH 
LOCATION. BELIEVE TEAM HAS CORRECTLY IDENTIfIED THE 
INCIDENT LOCATION AS PER AERIAL PHOTOS TA,EN AT THE 

) TIME OF INCIDENT. 

) 
,. SEAROH AND RECOVZRY SPECIALIST COM~ENTS: NONE 

1~. TEAM CHIEI COMMENTS: 
A. THE NORTHEAST FACE OF THE PHOU LOUANG ~~UNTAIN 

WHICH TH~ T~A" SURVEYED BY AIR 1ATOHES AERIAL 
PHOTOGHAPHS TAKEN SHOR??? AFTER THE I~~IDENT. 
ALTHOU~H THE URIAL PHOTOGHAPHS SEO. j~ECKAGE STREWN 

) OVER A WIDE AREA OF THE MOIJNTAIN FACI:, THE TEA1 HS 
UNABLE TO SSE ANY .RECKA~E DD' ro HEAVY OVER~IOWTH OF 
TR~ES A~D BUSHES IN THE AREA. IHE C@!SH SI.E IS 

'J I.OCATED AT AHROXl~ATELY THE 12Z0 METER UTI TUDE ON 
THIS 13'? METER MOUNTAIN. .ETTING TO THE C@AS, SITE 
AREA FROM THE BOTT01 OF THE MOUNTAIN iOOLD ENTAIL A 
CLIMB WHICH >OULD TAKE AT LIAST ONE FOLL DAY, ONE 
WAY. AN ASCENT FR01 THE BOTTOM WOULD BE HAZARDOUS 
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THE STEEP ASCrNT AND NUMEROUS RO:K LEDGES. A 
FROM THE TOP WOULD BE A SHORTE! DISTANCE RUT 

'E EVEN MOlE HAZARD0DS DUE THE STEEP DROP-OF'S. 
'RE THAN 100 FEET. THE WEATHER AT THIS 
'E ON THE FIRST DAY ~AS CO~PLETE :LOUD COVER. 
,ING A SUR,EY. ON THE SE:OND DB, THE CLOUDS 
·ED THE AREA ALL MORNIN~ AND LIFTED JUST AFTER 
rHE TEAM LANDED ON A ROCK LEDGE ON TOP OF THE 
N TO SURVEY FRO~ THAT VANTA3, POINT. ~ITHIN 
urES, ADDITIONAL CLOUDS BEGAN ~~VING IN .HICH 
THE TIA~ TO DEPART BEFORE LOSING VISIBILITY. 
~EY AND/OR SUBSEQUENT ~I:A'ATION OF THIS SITE 

EXTREMILY HAZARDOUS AND WILL lE~UIRI SPECIAL 
lIP SPECIAL EQUIPMENT. ACCESS TO THIS SITE 
ONLY BE ATTEMPTED DURING THE D,r SEASON ,BSN 
S LESS CHANCE OF BEING CAUGHT IN LOW CLOUD 

AS INDICATED IN PARAGRAPH THRE!. VILLAGERS IN 
rHOUNG COLLECTED ~O~E SCRAP MErAL FROM THE 
NSIDE. BUT WEfiF UNAWAfiE OF A CRASH SITE. 
'HE KNOWN WIDF. DI STRHUTI)N OF IREC{Ar.E ACROSS 
:EP FACE OF THE ~OllNTAIN, IT IS P)SSIBLE THAT 
:SE PORTIONS OF AIRCRAFT SCRAP IERE )'OUND AT A 
~ORI ACCESSIBLE PORTION OF TH~ MJUNTAINSID. 

VILLAGERS &AVI NOT YET BEEN UP TO THI HI3HER. 
ALTITUDES WHERE THE MAIN CRASH SITE IS 

I. THIS WOULD INDICATE THAT THE SITE IS STILL 
UNDISTUfiBED. INITIAL ANALYSI5 OF THE BROAD, 

LT TO ACCESS AREA OVER WHICH THE WRECIA!E IS 
ED WOULD INDICATE THAT AN EXCAVATION OF THIS 

,ULD ENTAIL AN EXTENDED PERIOD. 

'-FA/DET 3 CO~~ANDEq R;:C01~END!TIJNS: S:HEDULE 
'RY SEASON SURVEY BY A SPEC IAI.LY TRAINED AND 
:D TEAM. SALMON 
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