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FROM CJTFFA DET THREE, VIENTIANE 
DIA: PASS TO DOD POW/MIA CENTRAL DOCU~EVTATION 
OFFICE 

REF: A~EMB VTNE 1375/JTFFA-DET 3 300359Z MAY 93 

MAP: SERIES L7015, SHEET 6243-4 

1. SUM~ARY OF INVESTICATION: R~F IS TH~ SU~MAHY 
REPORr OF JOINT U.S.- LAO JOINT FIELD AlTIVITY "3-
5L, WHICH WAS CONDUCTED FROM 3-23 MAY 1,93. O~ 25 
MAY 1.93 A JOINT U.S.-LAO TEAM INVESTIGATED CASE 
1698 AND SURVEYED ONE CRASH SITE. THE TEAM 
I~TERrIE'ED VILLAGERS IN THE T~O VILLI.ES CLOSEST TO 
THE LAsr KNO~N LOCATION OF THIS CASE; BAN NONG MA 
(XE241eS2) AND BAN SAN (IE225083). NJNE OF THE 
RISID~~TS OF THESI VILLAGIS HAD AN! I~FJR~ATIO~ 
RELATED TO CASE 169B. THE U.S. TIA~ aEaUESTID TO 
SURVEY THE GENERAL AREA OF THE LAST KVOWN LOCATION 
BY FLYINI OR WAL~ING TO THIS RE~OTE AlEA NEAR THE 
LAO-VlEfNAMESE BORDER, BUT THE LAO TEl ~ DID ~OT 
CONCUR ~ITHOUT A WITNrss OR MORE PRECISE INFOR~ATION 
CONCERNING A POSSIBLE GRAVE SITE. LAJ :JJPI@ATION 
WAS GOOD DURING THIS INVESTIGATION. ~E:J~MIND THIS 
CASE FOR FURTHER INVESTIIATION. END !U~~AHY. 

2. JOINT TEAM ME:1BEHS: 
- A. D.S.: 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

l.' MR. WILLIAM R, GADJORY. IR; TEA~ LUDER 
CYSGT DONALD A. DAY, ANALYST 

o 

, 

c. 

( 

c 

c 

( 

( 

(" 

SSGT THOMAS M. CHASE, ANALYST ????t ~??D 
INVESTIATOR 
SSG JILLIAM M. ?OLERM7??QL?7TECHNICIAN 
SSG JOHN SIEGFRIED, MA TECHNICIAN 
SSG BREr A DUNKELBARGER, EOD 
CPT MICHAEL R. VOORHIES, MEDIC 
- B. LAO: 
L??KHAMKHONG INTHILATH, MND 
LT THONIVANH SENGVONGCHIT, MND 

71QQQ?AU, L?A 
o 

o 

o 

3. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION: 0 
- A. ON 25 MAY, 1993, TBE JOINT UA1 INVESTIHTED 
CASE 15,9. MR. BOUNXOU (BOUALAPHA DISTRICT 
OFFICIAL) ACCOMPANIED THE TEAM. THE IEA1 FLEW TO J 
F'N NnN' MA (IE2410E2; NOTE. VILLIGI IS L\BELED 
INCORRE:TLY AS "BIN SAN" ON REF MAP, ENDITI) AND? IhTERVI.iED S~VE?~ VILL,GERS, 
NON'/70Q( ?71CH KNA).1??"?T7?, 0 
B?Q7E59?7QIDENT. 
- B. rwo VILLAGERS, MR. KHA~PAN (50 YEARS OLD) AND 
MR. MA (40 YEARS OLD) REPORTED DIRECT CONTACT ilTH 0 
AN AMERICAN PILOT. MR. KHAMPAN Rr-LATED THAT IN 
1958, HE ASSIST~D AN AMERICAN PILOT ~'OSE KNEE HAD 
EEEN INJURED AT A LOCATION IN THE FOBEsr ABOUT THREE 0 

o 
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XILOMETERS WEST OF !AN NONG ~A. THE PILOT, WHO HE o RECALLED WAS A "YOUNGER MAN" BAD A BADLY INJURED LE~ 
:.IND WAS UNABLE TO WALK ON HIS OtN, AND US CARRIED 
WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY TO BAN NON~ MA BY MR. ~A. THE o PILOT SPENT THREE DATS IN THE VILLAGE BEFORE 
VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARRIVED AND TOOl CUSTODY OF rHE 
AMERICAN. NEITHER WITNESS KNEW THE PILOT'S.NA~E. o ,cOMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE WITNESSES HD THE PILOT 
WAS AOCOMPLISHED BY GESTURES. 

C. THE TEA~ SHOWED MR. KHAMPHAN AND MR. MA 
o PHOTO~RAPHS OF THRU UNACCOUNTED FOR A~nICAN 

SERVICEMEN; LTC AR~ST~ONG (CASE 0833), LTC 
STANDERWIC[ (CASE 1698), AND LTC MCINTIRE (CASE 

Q i792), FOR POSSIBLE 10 PURPOSES. THE TEAM DID NOT 
AVE A PHOTO OF LT SIJAN '(ALSO CASE 0933) TO SHOW 
ITNESSES. MR. KHA~PAN STATED THAT THE PILOT HE o ASSISTED WAS NOT ONE OF THE ~EN DEPICrED IN THE 

PHOTOGJAPHS. MR. MA STATED THAT IT WAS SO LON} AGO 
THAT HE COULD NOT BE SURE, BUT BE DID NJT RECO~NIZE o THE PILOT H~ HAD CARRIED. 
- D. BAN NONG MA VILLAqERS WERE NOT SURE WHICH 
AIRCRAFT THE PILOT HAD P~RACHUTED FRO~, BUT WERE 

C) AWARE OF A CRASH SITE WHICH OCCURRED PRIOR TO 
1367/9. THIS PLAIIE CRASHED APPROXl~ATELY THREE 
KILOMETERS NORTH-NORTHEAST OF THE VILLA}E. AS FAR o AS THE VILLAGERS KNEW, IT WAS THE FIRH AIRCRAFT TO 
CRASH IN THE AREA. 
- E. THE TIAM NEXT FLEW TO BAN SAN (XE225088) AND o SPOKE TO MR. BEU (YILLA~8 CRIEF) AND MR. UDON 
(CRASHSITE WITNESS). ~R; BED (50 YEARS OLD), SAID 

" HE SPENT IHE WAR YEARS IN THE FOREsr AND CAVES d .SEVERAL KILOMETERS NORTH~EST OF THE VILLAJE. ? HE 
SAID HE KNEW OF ONE CRASHSITE WHICH r; LOCATED 
.!THIN ONE KILOMETER OF THE LAO-VlETNA~ BORDER. BE 

C) VISITED THE CRASHSITE ON~£ AND NOTICED A LARGE 
INTERNALLY MOUNTED GUN. 'HE HAD NO KNJW?WDGE OF THE 
PILOT'S WHEREABOUTS OR STATUS. MR. BEU HEARD THAT A 
10INT VIETNAMESE/AMERICAN TEAM FLEW I~TJ THE AREA 
'URIN~ rHE PAST YEAR AND-EXCAVAfED A lRASHSITE IN 
THE SAME AhEA, BUT HE WAS NOT SURE IF IT WAS THE 

C) SAME CRASHSITE HE HAD VISITED. 
- F. ~HEN ASKED ABOUT !RTIFACfS. MR. BEU EXPLAINED 
THAT SINCE THE WAR, VIETNAMESE TRADERS HAVE VISITED 

C) BAN SAN TO PURCHASE SCRAP METAL. RESPONDING TO 
QUESTIONS REGARDING TRAVEL TO AND FROM VIETNAM, MR. 
BEU STATED THAT DURING THE WAR, THERE WAS A T@AIL o JUST NORIB OF BAN SAN WHICH CONHEClED TO ROUTE 312 
WHIGH LED TO VIETNAM. SINCE THE WAR, HOWEVER, THIS 
TRAIL HAS BEEN NEGLECTED, AND ONE MUST WALK SOUTH TO 

Q BAN NON~ MA IN ORDER TO tINK-UP WIrH ROUTE 912. THE 
PURPOSE OF THIS LINE OF ;UESTIONIN; WAS TO DETEfiMINE 
HOW LTC STANDERWICK AND/QR MAJ ;OTNER ~IGHT HAVE 

o 
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BEEN TRANSPORTED TO VIETNAM. F~OM INFOR~ATION 
o PROVIDED, IT APPEARS THAT NEITHER PlL'T WOULD BAVE 

BEEN TAKEN TO BAN SAN OR BAN NONG ~A ENROUT! TO 
VIETNAM. DURING THE WAR, A VIEfNAMESE UNIT OPERATED 

o OUT OF A CAVE IN THE ~ARST LOCATED NElR ~RID 
XE237085, BUT MR. BEU COULD DID NOT KNO~ THE UNIT 
IDENTIFICATION. THE ONtY AMERICAN PILOT BE KNEW 

o ABOUT WAS CAPTURED NEAR BAN NON~ MA. (NOTE: T8~ 
PILOT HE HEARD ABOUT IS PROBABLY THE SA1E CASE 
REPORTED BY THE WITNE@SES IN EAN NONG MA AS R.PORTED 

:l ABOVE. END NOTE) 

() 

0 

(,) 

4. 

5. 

5. 

7. 

MATERIAL EVIDENCE: NONE 

SURVEY RESULTS: NONE 

PERTINENT DArA OR LOCATION CHANGES: NONE 

CASE FILE INFORMATION NOT INVESTIJATED: NO~E 

8. LIA INVESTIGATOR COMMENT: THE TEA~ COULD PIND 
NO WITNESSES TO CASE 1698 LOSS INICDE~T. TEAM DID 
NOT ATTEMPT A ROAD ~ARCH TO LAST KNOWN LOCATIO~ 
BECAUSE OF LIMITED TIME AND LACK OF SPECIFICITY 
PROVIDED IN REPORTlhG. RECOMMEND VIETNA~ESE, WHO 

. .' CONTROLLED THE AREA AT TI~F. OF LOSS, lND WHO 
RECOVERED PERSONAL ARTIFACTS ASSOCIATED VITH LTC 
STANDERiIC~, BE REQUESTED TO LOCATE WIT~~SSES, 

.' PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFO, AND ACOOMPAN~ U.S. A~D LAO 
REPRESENTATIVES IN A TRILAIERI1 INVESfrGITION. A 
rACE-TO-FACE MEETING WITH MAJ GDTNER 11TH ~APS AND 

"J AERIAL IMAGERY OF THE LOSS AREA (THEN AND NOW) 
SHOULD PROVE USEFUL IN IDENTIFYING SPECIFIC AREAS 
WHERE LTC STANDERWICK ~AY HAVE BEEN BURlED, Ii' 

I DECEAS ED. 

9. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COM1E~TS: N/A 

10. TUM CHlEr COM~ENTS: THE U.S. TUM PROPOSED A 
GROUND SEARCH AROUND THE RECORD COORDINATE OF THE 

j LAST KNOWN LOCATION FOR THIS CAH. TRF LAO TEAM 
CHIEF DID NOT CONCUR WITH THIS PROPOSAL. HI 
INDICATED THAT WITHOUT A DEFINITE LOCAfION BACKED UP 

) BY WITNESS REPORTS IT WOULD BE POINTLESS TO WALK TEN 
KILOMETERS OVER DIFFICULT TERR.IN IN ORDER TO 
SEARCHED AN UNDEFINED AREA FOR AN U,MARKED GRAVE 

') WHICH MAY NOT ~JIST. CONCUR ~ITH ANALYST 
RECOM~ENDATION TO CONSULT WITH ~R. ~orNE~ TO 
DETERM??EIF PE CAN PROVIDE A DETAILED SIETCH-MAP OF 
THE LAST KNOWN LOCATION or LT COL STANDER~IC'. IF 
HIS SKETCH CAN BE CORRELATZD WITH DEFINITE TERRAIN 
FEATURES, THIS CASE SROULD HE PROPOSl:D FOR 

,) REINVESTIGATION TO INCLUDE A VISIT TO THIS LOCATION. 
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ELEMENT OF TH~ LAO TEAM CHIEF'S RELUCTANCE 
o THE SITE ~AY HAVE BEEN THE CLOSR pqOXI"ITY 
VIETNAMESE BORD~P. WHILE RE HAD PERMISSION 
S SUPERIORS TO ALLO~ THE INVESrnATION. IT 
AR TBAT HE nID NOT SFFoND ~ORF !I~E THAN 
RI .IN THE AREA AND DID NOT iAN! A TIA~ 0' 
~ERICANS SURCHIN~ AN ILL DEFINED AREA )NLI A 
DRID METEHS 'RO~ THE UNMARKED LA~-VIETNAM 

-FA/DET 3 CO~~ANDER RECO~MENDA!I)NS: 
NO THIS CASE FOR FURTHER INV<STI}ATION. 
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