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1HIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

Sf RIAL: 

COUNTRY: 

lIB 6 024 010~ 93. 

VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJECT: IIR 6 024 0105 93/RESULTS OF LIVE SIGHTING 
INVESTIGATION, CASE A-OOLB, CAO BANG, VIETNAM 

'ARNING: 

rOI: 

THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT 
FINALLY EVALUATED INT~LLIGENCE. REPORT IS 
UNCLASS !FlED. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

700000-790000. 

BlQS: D-VOP-42223. 

SOURCE: //OTS 6-024-5056-93//0FFICIAlS AND RESJDENTS 
cr CAO EANG PROVINCE, VM. SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT 
If EN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT PROVIDES 
INFORMATION ON AN ADVANCE-NOTICE LIVE SIGHTING 
REINVESTIGATION CONDUCTED IN CAO BANr. PROVINCE. 

nIT: I. CASE SUMMARY AS PRESENTED TO LIVE SIGHTING 
INVESTIGATOR (LSI): ORIGINAL SOURCE REPORTED 
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INFOHMATION CONCERNING A POSSIBLE POW CAMP LOCATED IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE CHINESE/VIETNAME5E BORDER NEAR CAO 
PANG, APFROI 50-100 1M FROM THE CHINESr. BORDER. 
REPORTEDLY, THE CAMP WAS LOCATED IN A HEAVILY 
fORESTED, MOUNTAINOUS ARIA WHICH IS HIGHLY CONTROLLED 
AS THERE IS A RESTRICTION OF 50 KM SURROUNDING THE 
CAMP. ALTHOUGH RESTHICTlD, THE GENERAl, POPULATION 
KNOWS OF THIS SPECIAL ARTI. ALL MATERIALS DESTINED 
fROM THE CAMP ARRIVE BY THUCK AND ARE TRANSFERRED FROM 
FOINT TO POINT. SOURCr., WHO LEFT VIFTNAM IN THE LATE 
1970'S, CLAI~S THAT SOVIETS ROAMED THROUGHOUT THE 
AREA. SOURCE HTPOTHESIZIS THAT INMATES FROM THIS CAMP 
'IRE MOVED FURTHER SOUTH AFTER TBE INVASION OF VIETNAM 
IT CHINA IN THE LATE 1970'S. SOURCE ALSO MENTIONED 
THAT A POSSIBLE SECOND CAMP WAS LOCATED Wr.ST OF HANOI 
NEAR SON LA; HOWEVER, NO DETAILS WERE PROVIDED. 

2. INTRODUCTION. CASE A-0el HAD BEr.N THE SUBJ~CT 
CF A PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION ON 9 APR 92. DURING 
AUG 92 LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR (LSI) RECEIVEn 
1AS[ING TO REINVESTIGATE A NUMBER OF LIVE SIGHTING 
CASES, TO INCLUDE CASE A-001. SPECIfICALLY, LSI WAS 
TASKED TO RnURN TO THt LUONG LANG FORMER POW CAMP 
AREA (DOGPATCH) LOC VICINITY //GEO COORD 222R27N 
1052440E// TO FURTHER INVESTIGATE ALLEGED LIVE 
SIGHTINGS or AMERICANS IN THIS AREA. LSI WAS 
INSTRUCTED TO CANVAS THE LOCAL POPULACE rOR ANY 
INfORMATION ABOUT AMERICANS IN CAPTIVITY OR LIVING 
fREELY AfTER HOMECOMING. ON 12 OCT 92 LSI SENT A MEMO 
10 THE VIETNAM OFFICE FOR SEEKING MISSING PERSONS 
(VNOSMP) AND PROPOSED A REINVESTIGATION OF CASE A-e~l. 
lSI SUGGESTED THAT THE INVESTIGATION CO~MENCE ON 19 
CCt- 92 AND STATED THAT HE WISHED TO RETURN TO CAO EANG 
fROVINCE TO REINVESTIGATE CASE A-001. ON 15 OCT 92 
lSI WAS INFORMED BY HIS COUNTERPART IN THE VNOSMP, MR. 
FHAM DUNG, THAT THE INVESTIGATION WOULD COMMENCE ON 20 
OCT 92. 
~. ON 20 OCT 92, LSI DTPARTED HANOI ACCOMPANIED BY 
lNOSMP REPRESENTATIVES MR. PH AM DU~G, MR. THAN AND 
rRIVER MR. TOA. THE GROUP ~ROCEEDED BY VEHICLE TO CAO 
FANG TOWN LOC VIC //UTM COORDS 4RQIL290050/MAP S!RIES 
L7014; 1:50,000; SHEET 625411, CAO BANG; AMS 1955//. 
TOTAL TRAVEL TIME BI CAR WAS APPROX TEN HOURS. UPON 
ARHIVAL, THE GROUP OVERNIGHTED IN TBE CAO BANG 
FROVINCE GUEST HOUSE. ON 21 OCT 92 THE GROUP MET WITH 
rR. DOAN VMl MINH, A CADRE FROM THE PEOPLE'S 
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COMMITTEE, CAO EANG PROVINCE AND MR. THAN QUANG BUY 
JROM THE CAO EANG PROVINCE IMMIGRATION OFFICE. MR. 
MINH AND MR. HUY ARRIVED AN BOUR tATE FOR THE 
SCHEDULED MEETING. MR. ~INH APOLOGIZED FOR THEIR 
TARDINESS AND STATED THAT HE WAS YERT BUSY VITH 
IROVINCE BUSINESS. HE THEN ASKED THE PURPOSE OF THE 
INVESTIGATION. LSI INFORMED MR. MINH THAT HE WISHiD 
10 RETURN TO THE SITE OF THE FORMER POW CAMP, LANG 
LUONG, AND ASK FURTHER QUESTIONS OF THE POPULACE IN 
IRE SURROUNDING AREA. IN A LENGTHY STATEMENT, MR. 
~INH RiSFONDED THAT A LOT Of AMERICAN PILOTS WERE 
INTERNED AT THE fORMER PRISON CAMP. HE STATED, 
HOWEVER, THAT THESE PRISONERS RECEIVED EXCELLENT 
TREATMENT DURING THE TENURE OF THEIR CONFINEMENT. MR. 
~INH INDICATED THAT THE PRISONERS WE1E ALL RELOCAT~D 
10 HANOI IN 730100 TO AWAIT REL):ASE. HE ASSERTED IHAT 
~O AMERICANS WERE LIVING EITUR CAPTIVE OR fREELY IN 
CAO EANG PROVINCE AND STATFD THAT LSI HAD COMPLi-TE 
JREEDOM TO GO ANYWHERE IN THE PROVINCE TO VERIfY TRIS 
STATEMENT. MR. MINH STATED THAT MR. HUY WOULD 
ACCOMPANY THE GROUP DURING THE COURSE OF THEIR 
INVESTIGATION. AfTER APPROX 15 "INUTES, MR. MINH 
STATED THAT HE VAS VtRY EUSY AND HAD TO LE~VE. 
IMMEDIATELY AfTER MR. MINH'S DEPARTURE, THE GROUP 
FROCEEDED BY VEHICLE TO THI SITE OF THE FORMER PO'; 
CAMP (AKA DOGPATCH) LOCAT!:D VIC BO GIUONG HAMLET //UTM 
COORDS 48QXt45165858~6/MAP SERIES L7~14; 1:50,0~0; 
SHEET 62531, THAT (HE; AMS 1967//, VAN TRINH VILLAGE, 
~BACH AN DISTRICT, CAO BANG PROVINCE. (LSI COMMENI -
COORDINATES VERIFIED BY MEANS or PORTABLE GLOMI, 
POSITIONING SYSTEM). 

4. UPON ARR IVAL AT BO G JlTONG HAMUT, TH~ GROUP 
rlSCOVERED THAT NO ONE WAS THERE TO MEET THEM. AFIER 
CONDUCTING AN UNACCOMPANIED TOUR or THE REMNANTS OF 
IHE fORMER CAMP EUILDINGS 'OR ABOUT AN HOUR, THE GROUP 
\AS JOINED BY THE HAMLET CHIEf, MR. DINB VAN CAN. LSI 
INfORMED MR. CAN OF THE DETAILS or THE INVESTIGATION 
IND ASKED PERMISSION TO INTERVIE~ PEOPLE LIVING IN T¥E 
IMMEDIATE AREA. MR. CAN STATED THAT THE LSI WHO HAD 
CRIGINALLY INVESTIGATID THI CASE HAD QUESTIONED THE 
lOCAL INHABITANTS. HOWEVER, MR. CAN READILY AGREEt 
~HAT THE PRESENT LSI COULD PROCEED. MR. CAN INDICA.ED 
IHAT MOST or THE LOCAL RISIDENTS WERE AT THE MAR~ET, 
LOCATED A fEW KM FROM THE HAMLET. NONETHELESS, LSI 
INTERVIEWED ALL THOSE PRESENT IN BO GIUONG HAMLET, 
INCLUDING A MAN WHO CLAIMED TO HAVE WORKED IN Tft. 
10RMER POW CAMP. HE STATED THAT HE WAS A fORMER PAVN 
CJflCER WHOSE DUTIES WIRE TO BRING rOOD TO THE 
PRISONERS AND ORGANIZE RECRIATIONAL ACTIVITIES, SUCH 
AS VOLLEYBALL GAMES. (LSI COMMENT - EECAUSE OF HIS 
fASIC fLUENCY IN ~NGLISH AND VE~T NERVOUS DEMEANOR 
tURING LSI INTERVIEW, LSI SURMISES T~AT THIS 
INDIVIDUAL MAY HAVE WOR!En AS AN INT~RROGATOR IN THE 
POW CAMP.) rOLLOWI NGTH!SE INTERVIEWS, MAN T or THJ 
LOCAL RESIDENTS BEGAN RETURNING TO T~E HAMLET AND WERE 
INTERVIEWED EY THE LSI. LSI THEN TRAVELED BY CAR IN 
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THE DIRECTION OF THE MARKET SINCE SEVERAL SMALL 
HAMLETS COULD BE ENCOUNTERED ALONG THE WAT. LSI 
STOPPED THE VEHICLE AND INTERVIEWED A WIDE CROSS 
SECTION OF INDIVIDUALS LIVING IN THE AqEA. 

e. DURING THE COURSE OF THE INVESTIGATION, LSI WAS 
ABLE TO DETERMINE THAT LONG TERM RESIDENTS WERY AWARE 
Cf THE PRESENCE OF THE FORMER POW CAMP. HOWEVER, 'ITH 
IHE EXCEPTION OF THE FORMER PAVN OFFICER CITED IN 
FARAGRAPH 4 AHOVE, NONE ADMITTED ANY CONTACT WI.H THE 
fORMER AMr.RICAN POW'S. NONE Of THE INDIVIDUALS 
INTERVIEWED PROfESSED ANY XNOWLEDGE, NOW OR IN THE 
FAST, OF ANY OTHER DETENTION FACILITT IN THE AREA. 
ALL or THESE INDIVIDUALS DENIED KNOWLEDGE or ANY 
SECRET FACILITY, RESTRICTED AREA OR SPECIAL ZON'E 
ANYWHERE IN CAO BANG PROVINCE. ADDITIONALLY, ALL 
INDIVIDUALS DF-NIED KNOWLEDGE OF ANTONE OTHER THAN 
!THNIC VIETNAMFSE AND MINORI.IES LIVING WITHTN CAD 
UNG PROVINCE. ALL INDIVIDUALS IlENlED ~~y KNOiLEDGE 
or ANY WESTERNERS, GAUCASIAN OR BLACr., HAVING BEEN 
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SEEN OR HEARD OF IN THE AREA SINCE THE AMERICAN PO~'S 
IFPARTED IN EARLY 1973. FINALLY, ALl INDIVIDUALS 
rENIED (NOW LEDGE NOW OR IN THE PAST OF ANY SOVIET 
~ROOPS IN ~HE AREA. FOLLOWIN~ T8EH INTERVIEWS, LSI 
lERMINATED THE INVESTIGATION. ON 22 OCT 92 THE GROUP 
RETURNED TO HANO I. 
COMMENTS: 1. lSI COMM!NT - THE LOCAL POPULATION IS 
COMPOSED PRI~ARIIT OF THi TAT MINORITY GROUP. THESE 
IIOPLE ARE VENT FRIENDLY AND APPROACHAHE. THEY 
rlSPLAYED NO HESITATION IN COMINo, FOq~ARD TO SPEAK 

.) 11TH THE LSI. LSI CONSItERS IT '~HY SIGNIFICANT THAT 
IN SEVERAL I NSTANCES VNOS~P ESCORTS RE~AINEO IN 'rHE 
VEHICLE WITH WINDOWS CLOSED A~D ENGINE RUNNING WHILE 
LSI STEPPED OUT OF THE CAR TO INTERVIEW PASSERSBY ANn 
IIELD WORIERS OUT OF HEARING RANGE Ow HIS ESCORTS. 
IHIS IS THE FIRST SUCH OCCASION THAT 1.51 WAS GInN TH€ 

.) IREEDOM TO INT);'VIEW INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT CLOSE 
,CRUTINY Of HIS ESCORTS. 

[) 2. RECOMMEND NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE. 

PG 2430//. 
U //COMSOBJ: 521//. 

IROJ: 6999-15. 
COLL: AC. 

U INSTR: US - NO. 
FREP: 6-0170l. 
ACQ: VIETNAM, FO GIUONG HAMLET, VAN THINH 

) VILLAGE, THACH AN DISTRICT, CAO BAN' 
PROVINCE, (92102'). 

rISSEM: FIELD - AMEMBASSY BANGKO~ (AMF, DCM, 
POL, SA, DATLO, EX/A, CJTF). 
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