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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE
SFRIAL: I11R 6 224 @185 93.
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (¥M).

SUBJECT: IIR 6 P24 #1085 S3/RESULTS OF LIVE SIGHTING
INVESTIGATION, CASE A-00LB, CAO BANG, VIETNAM

WARNING: THIS IS AN IKFORMATION REPORT, NOT
- FINALLY EVALOATED INTELLIGENCE. REPORT IS
- UNCLASSIFIED. .

- DEPARTMENT CF DEFENSE

Iol: 700800792080 . ‘ L) ,f

RFQS: D-VOP-42223.

SOURCE:  //0TS 6-024-5056-93//@FFICIALS AND RESIDENTS ;
CF CAO BANG PROVINCE, VM. SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT <o
FEEN ESTABLISHED. .

SUMMARY:  THIS IS A STONY BEACK REPORT. IT PROVIDES

INFORMATION ON AN ADVANCE-NOTICE LIVE SIGHTING

REINVESTIGATION CONDUCTED IN CAG PANG PROVINCE.

TEXT: 1. CASE SUMMARY AS PRESENTED TO LIVE SIGHTING

INVESTIGATOR (LSI): ORIGINAL SOURCE REPORTED '
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INFORMATION CONCERNING A POSSIBLE POV CAMP LOCATED IN
THE VICINITY OF THE CHINESE/VIETNAMESE BORDER MEAR CAO
EANG, APFROX 5@-1#9 EM FROM THE CHINESE BORDER.
REPORTEDLY, THE CAMP WAS LOCATED IN A HEAVILY
FORESTED, MOUNTAINQUS AREA WHICH IS5 HIGALY CONTROLLED
AS THEFE IS A RESTRICTION OF 5@ KM SURROUNDING THE
CAMP. ALTHOUGH RESTRICTED, THE GENERAL POPULATION
KNOWS OF THIS SPECIAL ARFA. ALL MATERIALS DESTINED
FROM THE CAMP ARRIVE BY TRUCK AND ARR TRANSFERRED FROM
FOINT TO POINT. SOURCFE, WHO LEFT YIFTNAM IN THE LATE
1978°S, CLAIMS THAT SOVIETS ROAMED THROUGROUT THE
ARFA. SQURCE HYPOTHESIZES THAT INMATES FROM THIS CAMP
WIRY MOVED FURTHER SQUTH AFTER THE INVASION OF VIETNAM
EY CHINA IN THE LATE 1978°S. SOURCE ALSO MENTIONED
THAT A POSSIBLE SECOND CAMP WAS LOCATED WEST OF EANOI
NEAR SON LAj HOWEVER, NO DETAILS YERE PROVIDED.

2. INTRODUGTION, CASE A-@21 HAD BERN THE SUBJECT
CF A PRELTMINARY INVESTIGATION ON O APH 92. DURING
AUG 92 LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR {LSI) RECEIVED
TASKING TO REINYESTIGATE A NUMBER OF LIVE SIGHTING
CASES, TO INCLUDE CASE A-94&1, SPECIFICALLY, LSI WAS
TASKED TO RETURN TO THE LUONG LANGC FORMER POW CAMP
AREA (DOGPATCH) LOC VICINITY //GEQ COORD 222327N
196244@E// TO FURTHER INVESTIGATE ALIEGED LIVE
SIGHTINGS OF AMERICANS IN THIS AREA, LS WAS
INSTRUCTED TO CANVAS THE LOCAL POPULACE FOR ANY
INFORMATION ABOUT AMERICANS IN CAPTIVITY OR LIVING
FREELY AFTER AOMECOMING. ON 12 OCT 92 LSI SENT & MEMO
T0 THE VIETNAM OFFICE FOR SEEKING MISSING PERSONS
{VNOSMP) AND PROPOSED A REINVESTIGATION OF CASE A-p@1,
ISI SUGGESTED THAT THE INVESTIGATION COMMENCE ON 19
CCT 92 AND STATED THAT HI YISHED TO RETURN TO CAO FANG
FROVINCE TO REINVESTIGATE CASE A-201. ON 16 OCT 92
ISI WAS INFORMED BY HIS COUNTERPART IN THAE YNOSMP, MR,
gg;nggunc. THAT THE INVESTIGATION WOULD COMMENCE ON 20
2, ON 28 OCT 92, LSI DFPARTED HANOI ACCOMPANIED RBY
YNOSMP REPRESENTATIVES MR. PHAM DUNG, MR. THAN AND
IRIVER MH. TOA., THE GROUP PROCEEDED BY VERICLE TO CAQ
FANG TOWN LOC VIC //UTM COORDS 43QXL29286@/MAP SFERIES
L7014; 1:50,0080; SHEET 625411, CAO BANG; AMS 1965//.
10TAL TRAVEL TIME BY CAR ¥AS APPROX TEN ROURS. UPON
ARRIVAL, THE GROUP OVERNIGETED IN THE CAO BANG
FROVINCE GUEST HOUSE. ON 21 OCT 92 THE GROUP MET WITH
¥R. TOAN VAN MINH, A CADRE FROM THE PEOPLY’S
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COMMITTEE, CAQ BANG PROVINCE AND MR, THAN QUANG EHUY
TROM THE CAO BANG PROVINCE IMMIGRATION OFFICE. MR.
MINE AND MR. HUY ARRIVED AN HOUR LATE FOR THE
SCHEDULED MEETING. MR. MINH APOLOGI ZED FOR THEIR
TARDINESS AND STATED THAT HE WAS VERY BUSY WITH
FROVINCE BUSINESS. HE THEN ASKED THE PURPOSE OF THE
INVESTIGATION. 1LSI INFORMED MR, MINH THAT WE WISHED
10 RETURN TO THE SITE OF THE FORMER POW CAMP, LANG
LUONG, AND ASK FURTHER QUESTIONS OF THE POPULACE IN
THE SURROUNDING AREA. IN A LENGTHY STATEMENT, MR.
MINH RESFONDED THAT A LOT OF AMERICAN PILOTS WERE
INTERNED AT THE FORMER PRISON CAMP. HE STATED,
HOWEVER, THAT TRESE PRISONERS RECEIVED EXCELLENT
TREATMENT DURING THE TENURE OF THEIR CONFINEMENT. MR,
FINE INDICATED THAT THE PRISONERS WERE ALL RELOCATED
10 HANOI IN 73018@ TO AWAIT RELKASE, HE ASSERTED THAT
MO AMERICANS WERE LIVING EITHWR CAPTIVE CR FREELY IN
CAQ BANG PROVINCE AND STATFD THAT LSI HAD COMPLETE
FJREEDOM TO GO ANIVWHERE IN THE PROVINCE TO VERITY THIS
STATEMENT. MR. MINH STATED THAT MR. HUT ¥WQULD
ACCOMPANY THE GROUP DURING THE COURSE OF THEIR
INVESTIGATION. AFTER APPROX 15 MINUTES, MR. MINH
STATED THAT HE WAS VERY BOSY AND HAD TO LEAVE.
IMMEDIATELY AFTER MR. MINA’S DEPARTURE, THE GROUP
FROCEEDED 3T VEHICLE TO THF SITE OF THE FORMER POV
CAMP {AKA DOGPATCH) LOCATED VIC BO GIUONG HAMLET //UTH
COORDS 4BQIK4516585806/MAP SEKIRS L7@14; 1:50,009;
SHEET 62531, THAT KHE; AMS 1967//, VAN TRINH VILLAGE,
THACH AN DISTRICT, CAO BANG PROVINCE, (LSI COMMENT -
COORDINATES VERIFIED BY MEANS OF PORTABLE GLOBAL
FOSITIONING SYSTEM).

4. UPON ARRIVAL AT BQ GIUQONG HAMLET, THE GROUP
LISCOVERED THAT NO ONE WAS THERE TO MEET THEM., ATIER
CONDUCTING AN UNACCOMPANIED TOUR OF THE AEMNANTS OF
THE FORMER CAMP BUILDINGS FOR ABOUT AN HOUR, THE GROUP
%AS JOINED BY THE HAMLET CHIEF, MR, DINH YAN CAN. LsSI
INFORMED MR. CAN OF THE DETAILS OF THE INVESTIGATION
AND ASKED PERMISSION TO INTERVIEW PEOPLE LIVING IN THE
IMMEDIATE AREA. MR. CAN STATED THAT THE LSI ¥WHO HAD
CRIGINALLY INVESTIGATED THE CASE HAD QUESTIONED THE
LOCAL INHABITANTS. HOYEVER, MRE. CAN READILY AGREEL
THAT THE PRESENT LSI COULD PROCEED. MR, CAN INDICATED
TEAT MOST OF THE LOCAL RESIDENTS WERE AT THE MARXET,
LOCATED A FE¥ KM FROM THE HAMLET. NONETHELESS, LSI
INTERVIEWED ALL THOSE PRESENT IN BO GIUONG HAMLET,
INCLUDING A MAN WHO CLAIMED TO WAVE WORKED IN TH%
FORMER POV CAMP. HE STATED THAT HE WAS A FORMER PAVN
CFFICER ¥WHOSE DUTIES WIRE TO BRING FOOD TO THE
PHISONERS AND ORGANIZE RECRFATIONAL ACTIVITIES, SUCH
A5 VOLLEYBALL GAMES. {LSI COMMENT — BECAUSE OF RIS
PASIC FLUENCY IN ENGLISHE AND VERY NERVOUS DEMEANOR
IURING LSI INTERVIEW, LSI SURMISES THAT THIS
INDIVIDUAL MAY BAVE WORKED AS AN INTRRROGATOR IN THE
PO¥ CAMP.) FOLLOWING THESE INTERVIEYS, MANT OF THF
LOCAL RESIDENTS BEGAN RETURNING TO THE HAMLET AND WERE
INTERVIEVED BY THE LSI. LSI THEN TRAVELED BY CAR 1IN

2/3 ONCLASSIFIED USDAOBANGKQOETH/ @51814/02

2/ UNCLASSIFIED USDAOBANGKOXTH/ @51814/02

TBE DIRECTION OF THE MARKET SINCE SEVERAL SMALY,
HAMLETS COULD BE ENCOONTERED ALONG THE WAY. LSI
STOPPED TEE VEHICLE AND INTERVIEWED A WIDE CROSS
SECTION OF INDIVIDUALS LIVING IN THE AREA.

. DURING THE COURSE OF THE INYESTIGATION, TSI WAS
ABLE TC DETERMINFE THAT LONG TERM RESTDENTS WERF AWARE
CF THE PRESENCE OF THE FORMER POW CAMP. HOWEVER, WITH
THE EXCEPTION OF THE FORMER PAYN OFFICER CITED IN
FARAGRAPH 4 ABOVE, NONE ADMITTED ANY CONTACT WITH THFR
FORMER AMERICAN POW’S, NONE OF TEE INDIVIDUALS
INTERVIEVED PROFESSED ANY XNOWLEDGE, NOW OR IN THE
FAST, OF ANY OTHER DETENTION FACILITY IN THE AREA.

ALL OF THESE INDIVIDUALS DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF ANY
SICRET FACILITY, RESTRICTED AREA OR SPECIAL ZONE
ANYVHERE IN CAQ BANG PROVINCE. ADDITIONALLY, ALL
INDIVIDUALS DENIED ENOWLEDGE OF ANYONE OTHER THAN
ETHANIC VIETNAMRSE AND MINORITIES LIVING WITHTN CAQ
EANG PROVINCE. ALL INDIVIDUALS DENIED ANY KNOWLEDGE
OF ANY WESTERNERS, CAUCASIAN OR BLACKX, HAVING BEEN
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STEN OR HEARD OF IN THE AHEA SINCE THE AMERICAN POW’S
IFPARTED IN EARLY 1673. TFINALLY, ALL INDIVIDUALS
TENIED KENOVLEDGE NOW OR IN THE PAST OF ANY SOVIET
TROOPS IN THE AREA., TFOLLOWING THESE INTERVIEWS, LSI
TIRMINATED THE INVESTIGATION., ON 22 OCT 92 THF GROUP
RETURNED TO HANOI.

COMMENTS: 1. [L[S5I COMMENT - THE LOCAL POPULATION IS
COMPOSED PRIFARILY OF THE TAY MINORITY GROUP. THEST
FEQOPLE ARE VERY FRIENDLY AND APPROACHAMLE. THEY
LISPLAYED NO HESITATION IN COMING FOWwARD TO SPEAX
WITH THE LSI., LSI CONSITERS IT VRHY SIGNIFICANT THAT
IN SEVERAL INSTANCES VYNOSMP ESCORTS REMAINED IN THE
YEHICLE WITH WINDOWS CLOSED AND ENGINE RUNNING WHILE
LSI STEPPED QUT QF THE CAR TO INTERVIEW PASSERSBY AND
FIELD WOR¥ERS OUT OF HEARING RANGE OF¥ HIS FSCORTS.
TRIS IS THE FIRST SUCH OCCASION THAT TSI WAS GIVEN THE
FREEDOM TO INTERVIEW INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT CLOSE
SCRUTINY OF HIS ESCORTS.

2. RECOMMEND NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE.

PG 242@//.
//COMSOBJ: 521//.

FROJ: 6999-15,

COLL: AC.

INSTR: Us -~ NO.

FREP: 6-921701.

ACQ: YIETNAM, RO GIUONG HAMLET, VAN TRINE

VILLAGE, THACH AN DISTRICT, CAO BANG
- PROVINCE, (921¢21).
CISSEM: FIELD — AMEMBASSY BANGKOK (AMR, DCHM,
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