
11. LAOS/VIETNAM/MIA'S 

JAC~ ANDERSON (WASHlNG'rON POST 8/19), FORMER NY 
REPUELICAN CONGRESSMAN LE BOUTILLIER (NY TIMES), AND THE 
WASHINGTON TIMES' ROGERS DISCUSS THE POW-MIA ISSUE. 

ANDERSON REFERS TO NUMEROUS "LIVE SIGBTINGS" REPORTS BUT 
OE5ERVESTH.~T "THE EVIDENCE HAS BEEN INCONCLUSIVE." 
NEVERTHELESS, HI ADDS, "RECENTLY DECLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS 
AND OTHER INFORMATION .•• LEND CREDENCE TO THE BELIEI' 'rHA'r, 

, AT LEAST IN LADS, LIVE AMERICAN PRISONERS WERE LF.Fl' 
, BEHIND, AND THAT SOME MAY STILL SURVIVE IN THE GREEN HELL 

or SO~E JUNGLE PRtSON. CAMP." 

ACCORDING TO ANDERSON, A SERIES OF 6 CIA REPORTS FROM 
EARLY 1967 TO LATE 1970 ASSERTED THAT US Pow'S DEFINITELI 
WERE BEING HELD IN LAOS, BY OCTObER 1968, HE ADDS, CIA 
AGENTS HAD IDENTIFIED 0 PRISON CAMPS WBERE AMERICANS WERE 
BEINn arLO; BY 1969, HE SAYS, CIA AGENTS HAD CONFIRMED 40 
SEPARATE POW COMPLEXES IN LAOS. A TOTAL OF 69 AMERICANS 
WAS ~NOWN TO HAVE BEEN HELD IN LAO CAMPS, RE STATES, BUT 
rHE (LAO) GOVERNMENT HAS NEVER RELEASED ANY ALIVE. 

ANDERSON CITES AN ALLEGED STATE DEPARTMENT CABLE OF 
MAY 12, 1971 DISCLOSING THAT A SOURCE APPROACHED EMBASSY 
BANGKOl AND OfFERED TO ARRANn A MEETING ~ITB A LAO 
PRINCE ~HO WOULD SELL 30 AMERICAN PRISONERS FOR AROUND 
250,000 DOLLARS APIECE. EUT TBE EMBASSY LATER, 
"PRESUMABLY ACTING ON ADVICE FROM OFGG! BOTTOM." REJECTED' 
TFt PROPOSEn DEAL "ON TBE GROUND SIT .OULD EE TOO 
DANnEROUS YOR THE POV'S." BE SAYS. 

ANDERSON ALSO NOTES A REFUGEE'S CLAIM TO HAVE DISCOVERED 
IN 1ge? A SECRE'!' PRISON CAMP IN NORTRERN LAOS, NEAR TEE 
VIETN~M~~E POPTlER, ,HERE AS MI.'IY AS 00 .\~ERICANS .. ERE 
PEING HELD; HE EVEN PROVIDED HTELLIGENCE DEBRIEI'ERS WII'c 
A MAP OF TF~ REGION AND TPE LOCATION CF THE CAMP, HE SAIS. 

Lr POUTILLIFR STATES TPAT "A TERRIELE WRONG WAS COMMIrTEt 
11 YIAR' AnD:, 066 SERVICE~EN LaST IN LAOS WERE AEANDONED 
WITHOUT A "ACE." HE MAINTAINS TRAT, "PRIVATELY, DIA 
ANALY,TS CONCEDE TPAT PO~S ARE STILL ALIVE (IN LAOS) 
DIFF~RING ONLY ON RO, MANI rHERE ARE. l'HE "051' RECEN-r 
ESTIMATES RANGE YEOM 2" TO 253," WHILE HUNDREDS OF 
REFUGEE REP'HTS, VERIFIED .lrH 'LIE-DETECTOR' MACHINES 
rESCRIBF SHULAR SCENES: AMERICAN PILOTS .IRE HELD ' 
VIRTUALLY AS SLAVES IN CAVES AND REMOTE VILLAGES. GUARDED 
PY VIETNAMESE AND LAOTIAN SOLDIIRS ••• " 

ACCORDING TO LEBOUTILLIER, NIION PLEDGED $3.20 BILLION IN 
RECONSTRlJCTION FUNrs (PROVIDED CONGRESS APPROPRIATED THE 
MONrY I,NTl RANOI HONORED TDE PHIS PEACE ACCORDS) IN 
LETTER TO PEAM VAh LONG DATED FEB " 1973. IN EXCHANGE 
FOR,~PIC~ HH'OI WAS TO PROVIDE A COI1PL~TE LIST OF ALL 
PO~ S IN LA15 -- MHICH IT DID NOT DO; TO rHIS DAY IT BAS 
PROVI~En NO INFORMATION ON ANY or T".E 565," BE SAIS. 

ON FEE O. 1973, LEEOUTILLlER ADDS, A US BOMEER ~I1'R 7 
ABOAln WI.S SH01' DOW~ OVER LAOS, AND NSA RADIO INTERCnTS 
CONFIIM 4 WERE THEN PRISONER; NOTP.I~G HAS BEEN DONE 
1E0UT TRE". '" HE STAT!S, 

L!EOUTILLIEP SAYS THAT ~HEN IT.EECAME CLEAR CONGRESS 
WOULDN'T VOTE TR~ MONEY NIXON HAD PROMISED, TPE US 
OFFERED TO 100 MILLION DOLLARS IN MEDICI'E FOR TBE PO.·S 
IN LAOS, EUT ~ANOI -- WHILE NOT Df~IIN: PO~'S WEeE TFERE, 
C~l1NTEREr TRAT IT WANTED TBE MONEY NIXON FRO~ISEJ:. SO 
"THE ADMINISTRATION WAS STUCK," BE SAYS, AND THE ISSUE 
TBEN TOOK A BAC. S1AT TO iATERGATE, 

LBMUTILLIER SAYS TEf. REASON THE S I TUA TI ON REMA I NS 

UNRrSOLVEr IS BECAUSE '"BANOI'S POLICY IS NOT TO 'FIND' 
THE POWS UNTIL WASF.INGTON STOPS SUPPOqTING PEKING, OPENS 
El1LL DIPLOM.'.TIC RELATION lilTE PANOI, AND rAr(ES GOOD ON 
ITO PROMISE'." BUT THE PEAGAO ADMINISTRATION REFUSES TO 
IMPROVE RELATIONS ~ll'R RANOI UNTIL VIETNAM MMIS A 
COMPL!TE ACCOUNTING OF ALL PJi'S, HE ADtS. 

LE !OUTlLLIER CONCLunES TRAT THE \'AI TO ERIU 1')'15 
DILEMMA AND "THE ONLY WAY TO BRING F.3~E THE POWS I S to 
SWALLOW SOME PRIDE IN ADMITTING TBAT WE LOST TRE WAR AND 
THAT BANOI nOLDS ALL TBE CARVS. 'iE MUST PRO'lIDE, 'ITH~ur 
A Ot'ln PRO OUO. A MULTI-PILLION DOLLAR RF,CO~Sl'RUC1'ION 
P~O~RAM INVOLVING MEOICINF. ROSPITALS. X-PAY EQUIPHE~r, 
SCHOOLS, AND OTHER NON-~ILITARY HUMANITARIAN AID. ~E 
DON'T PUT A PRICE ON HUMAN LIFE. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
DO," 

B0~FR, NOTES THAT NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS COALITION 
NATIONAL COOSDINA10R J THOMAS BURCH, JR IS 10 HOLD A 
p~tS~ CONFtM~~CE IN DALLAS MONDAY MORNING TO PRESENT ~BAr 
~URCH CALLED "CREDIBLL AND RELIABLE EIIDENC::, •• OUR 
COMRADES .•. AR" STILL PEIN; HELD IN CAPTIIITY AGAINST 
THEIR ~ILL" IN VIETNAM AND LAOS, BUR:H II OUOtED AS 
SAYIN~ IIGO-LIVEL PENtAION AND STATE OFFICIALS HIVE 
DOCUMENTARY "PROOF" OF LIVINl POK'S, BUT "TfEY HAVE 
conRED UP THF TRUTR." 

NOTIN"' TALKS WI1'H VIrTNAM CONCERNING RELEASE OF tnA 
RFMAI~S AND LAOS' AGP.IEMENT ro ALLO~ A US TEAM TO SEARCH 
A CRASH SITE FOR POSSIBLE REMAINS, ROGERS SAYS THE FOCUS 
ON REMAINS or TPI DEAD, "TO TH APPARFNT EXCLUSION OF .. 
EFFORTS TO FREE ANY LIVE PRISONERS ItJ VIETNAM OR LAOS. 
WAS A C~IE' TARGET OF CRITICISM BY EURCH'S lROUP, 

ROGERS ADDS THE G~OUP STATED TIiAT \JHIL~ TEEl DIDN'T ~ISH 
TO DISCREnlT REAGAN, WHO THEY SlID "HAS DONE THE MOST" OF 
ANY US LEADER TO INceEASE THE FOCUS ON THE ISSUE. "If rHE 
FRESlrFNT DOES NOT FORM A TASK FORCE to OVERSEE t91S PO~ 
PROELE~'S A:TI'ITIIS. THEN rBIS IS FAIR ~ARNING THAT THE 
P'I'ATI SECTOR WILL PROP ABLY :ENEP.ATE A CO~PROr.ISING AND 
E~BARRASSI'N~ PROUIM FOR rHE NEXT AD~INISTRATION," 

FXPLAININ~ TP, COMMENT, P.O~EP.S RECALLS l'RAT FORMER DII. 
DIRECTOR GEN TIGRE HAD SAID rEAT A "p!IVArE SECTOR" 
RESCDE OF A pow wOULD BE AN ··FMPARRI.SSMENT" TO Tn 
:OVERNMENT. 


