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11. LAOS/VIFTNAM/MIAS

JACYX ANDERSON (WASHINGTON POST B/19), FORMER NY
REPUBLICAN CONGRESSMAN LE BOUTILLIER (NY TIMES), AND THE
WASHINGTON TIMES® ROGERS DISCUSS THE POW-MIA ISSUE.

ANDERSON REFERS TO NUMEROUS "LIVE SIGETINGS REPORTS BUT
OESERVES -THAT ~TEE EVIDENCE HAS BEEN INCONCLUSIVE.®
NEVERTRFLESS, BE ADDS, RECENTLY DECLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS
AND OTHER INFORMATION...LEND CREDENCE TO THBE BELIEF THAT,
* AT LEAST IN LAOS, LIVE AMFRICAN PRISONERS WERE LEFT
_BEHIND, AND THAT SOME MAY STILL SURVIVE IN THE GREEN HELL
OF SOME JUNGLE PRLSON, CaMP.”

ACCORDING TO ANDERSON, A SERIES OF 6 CIA REPORTS FROM
EARLY 1967 TO LATE 197@ ASSERTED TEAT US POW’'S DEFINKITELY
WERE BEING RELD IN LAOS. BY OCTOEER 1968, HE ADDS, CIA
A3ENTS HAD IDENTIFIED 5 PRISON CAMPS WEERE AMERICANS WERE
BEING PELD; BY 19689, BE SAYS, CIA AGENTS BAD CONFIRMED 45
SEPARATE PO¥ COMPLEXES IN LAOS. 4 TOTAL OF 685 AMERICANS
¥AS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN HELD IN LAO CaAMPS, HE STATES, BUT
THE (LAO) GOVERNMENT HAS NEVER RELEASED ANY ALIVE.

ANDERSON CITES AN ALLEGED STATE DEPARTMENT CABLE OF

MAY 12, 1971 DISCLOSING THAT A SOURCE APPROACEED EMBASSY
BANGEOK AND OFFERED TO ARRANSE A MEETING WITH A& LAO
PRINCE WHO WOUTLD SELL 30 AMERICAN PRISONERS FOR ARQUND
250 ,2P¢ DOLLARS APIECE, BUT THE EMBASSY LATER,

“PRESUMABLY ACTING ON ADVICE FROM OFGGY BOTTOM,”  REJECTED

TEE PROPOSED DEAL "ON THE GROUND SIT wWOULD BE TOO
TDANGEROUS FOR THE POW'S,  HE SAYS.

ANDERSON ALSO NOTES A REFUGEE’S CLAIM TO EAVE DISCOVERED

IN 1982 p SECREYT PRISON CAMP IN NORTHERN LAOS, NEAR TFE
VIETNAMEEE TORDER, JHERE AS MaMY AS 52 AMERICANS WERE
PEING HELD; HE EVEN PROYIDED INTELLIGENCE DEERIEFERS WITE

A MAP CF TF= REGICN AND TEE LOCATION CF THE CAMP, HE SAYS.

LE BOUTILLI¥R STATES TEAT “a TERRIELE WRONG ¥AS COMMITTED
11 YRARS AGO: 5€6 SERVICEMEN LOST IN LAOS WERE ABANDONED
WITHOUT A TRACE, HE MAINTAINS TRAT, "PRIVATELY, DIA
ANALYSTS CONCEDE THAT POWS ARE STILL ALIVE (IN LaOS},
DIFFERING ONLY ON HO# MANY THERE ARE. THE mOST RECENT
ESTIMATES RANGE FROM 2¢ TO 252," WHILF HRUNDREDS OF
REFUGEE REPIRTS, "VERIFIED «ITE “LIE-DETECTOR’ MACEINES,
MESCRIBF SIMILAR SCENES: AMERICAN PILOTS sRE HELD
VIPTUALLY AS SLAVES IN CAVES AND REMOTE VILLAGES, SUARDED
PY VIETNAMESE AND LAQTIAN SOLDIERS...

ACCORDING T0 LTBOUTILLIER, NIZON PLEDZED $3.25 BILLION 1IN
RECONSTRUCTION FUNLS (PROVIDED CONZRESS APPROPRIATED TRE
MONEY AND HANOI BONORED TEE PARIS PEACE ACCORDS) IN
LETTER TO PUAM VAN LONG DATED FEB 1, 1973, IN EXCEANGE
FOR WFICF RAMOI WAS TO PROVIDE & COMPLETE LIST OF AlL
POY’S IN L&DS -- WEICE IT DID NOT DO; ~TO THIS DAY IT HAS
PROVITED NC INFORMATION ON ANY OF TRE 565, HE SA1S.

ON FER 5, 13973, LEBOUTILLIER ALDS, A US EBOMEER WITR 7
ABOAF™ w25 SROT DOWK CVER LAQS, AND NSA RADIOQ INTERCEPTS
CONFIRM 4 WERE TAAEN PRISONER; “NOTBINSG HAS BEEN DONE
AROUT THFM,  HE ST4TES.

LTPQUTILLIEP SAYS THAT WHEK IT.BECAME CLEAR CCNGRESS

" WOULDN'T VQTE TFT MONEY NIXON HAD PROMISED, TPE US

OFFERED TO 128 MILLION DOLLARS IN MEDICINE FOR THE FO¥'5
IM LADS, BUT SANOI -—- WEILE NOT DFNYING PO% 'S WERE TEFRE,
COUNTERET THAT IT WANTED THE MONEY NIXON FROMISEL. 50
TEF ADMINISTRATION WAS 3TUCR, EE SAYS, AND THE 1SSUE
THEN TOOK A BACK STAT TC YATERGATE.

LFROUTILLIER 5AYS TEE REASON TEE SITUATION REMAINS

UNRFSOLVET IS PECAUSF "EANOI’S PGLICY IS NGT TO ‘FIND’
THE POWS UNTIL WASEINGTOK STOPS SUPPORTING PELING, OPEKS
FULL DIPLOMATIC RELATION WITE FANOI, ANT MALES GOOD ON
1TS PROMISES." BUT THE PEA3AN ADMINISTRATION REFUSES 190
IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH RANCI UNTIL VIETNAM MAKES A
COMPLETE ACCOUNTING OF ALL PJ¥’S, HE ADDS.

LF TOUTILLIER CONCLURES THAT THE WwAY TO BRFAF TKIS
DILEMMA AND "THE ONLY WAY TO BRING EOQME THE POWS IS 10
SYALLOW SOME PRIDT IN APMITTING THAT WE LOST TFE WAR AND
TEAT BANOI BOLDS ALL THE CARDS. WE MUST FROVIDE, #ITHOUT
§¢ OUI™ PRO QUO, A MULTI-BILLION DOLLAR RECONSTRUCTION
PRONRAM INVOLVING MEDICINE, HOSPITALS, X-R2AY FQULPMENT,
SCEOOLS, AND OTRER NON-MILITARY HUMANITARIAN AID. W¥E
TON.T PUT A PRICE ON FUMAN LIFE. TBE NCORTE VIETNAMESE
DO.

RAMTRS NOTFTS TEAT “NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS COALITION”
NATIONAL COORTINAIOR J THOMAS BURCH, JR 1§ TO ROLD A
PUESE CONFEETNCE IN DALLAS MONDAY MORNING TO PRESENT #BAT
PURCH CeLLED "CREDIBLT AND RELIABLE EVIDENCE...QUP
COMRADES...ART STILL BEIN3 HELD IN CAPTIVITY AGAINST
TEEIR WILL™ IN VIETNA# AND LAOS. BURZE IS QUOTED AS
SAYINM RI2F-LEVEL PENTAGON AND STATE QFFICIALS HaVE
COCUMENTARY "PROOF™ OF LIVIKZ POW’S, BUT "TEEY HAVE
COVERFD UP TEF TRUTH.”

NOTINT TALKS WITE VIETNAM CONCERNING RELFASE OF MIA
REMAINS AND LAOS” AGBEEMENT TO ALLOW & US TEAM TO SEARGH
» CRASE SITE FOR POSSIELE REMAINS, ROGERS SAYS TEE FOCUS
ON REMAINS OF TFF LEAD, "TO TFE APPARFNT EXCLUSION CF |
EFFORTS TO FREE AKY LIVE PRISONERS IK VIETNAM OR LAQS,
WAS A CHIET TARGET OF CRITICISM BY EURCE’S 3ROUP.

ROGFERS ADDS THE GROUP STATED TEAT WEILE TREY DIDN'T W]ISH

T0 DISCREDIT REAGAN, WEQ THEY SAID "HMAS DONE THE MQ3T oF
ANY US LEADER TO INCREASE THE FOCUS OW THE 1SSUE, IF THE
TRESIDFNT DOES NOT FORM A4 TASK FORCE 70 OVERSEE TH1S PO

PROBLEY’S ASTIVITIES, THEN TEIS IS FAIR #ARNING THAT TRE

PEIVATE SECTOR WILL PROPABLY JENERATE A COMPRCHMISING AND

EMEARRASSINS PROBLEM FOR THE NEXT ADMINISTRATION.

FXPLAINING TPT COMMENT, ROSE2S RECALLS THAT FORMER DIA
DIRECTOR GEN TIGHE HAD SAID TERT A "PRIVATE SECTOR
RESCUZ OF & POW WOULD BE AN "FMPARRASSMENT" TO TEE
3OVERNMERT .



