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I1'l'RODUCTION 

Thil papar 11 intended as an ealY reference guide to tel'lllll, abbrenatiDDs, 

perecmal1tiea mel. ethnic group names found in IIIter1ale deal1nl with Laoa. 

!be paper u deelped particularly to be of use to thole stud71n& Laotian 

pollticI or rac8llt h1etory and w1l.l be of little use for thole .t~ the 

pr .. lDdepand8llce period. 

ACRONYMS and ABBREVIATIONS 

" !DC - Auto Detense du Choc. 

ADO - Auto ~fense Ordinaire. 

ADO - Agricultural Development Organization. 

COIN - Comit' pour la D6rense des Interets Nationaux, Committee for the 

Defense of the National Interest. 

DBL - Development Bank of Laos. 

DlC - Directorate of National Coordination. 

FAN - POrces Arm~es Neutralistes, Neutralist Armed POrces. 

FAR - POrces Arm~es Royales, Royal Armed Forces. 

FJ!X)F - FOreign Exchange Operations Fund. 

ICC - International Commission for Supervision and Control. 

m - Intelligence Division (FAR). 

IDD - Lao Dong Dang, Workers' (COIIIIIIUIlist) Party of North Vietnam. 

LHP - Lao National Police. 

LPF - Lao Patriotic Front (see NLHS). 

LPLA - Lao People'll Liberation Army (Pathet Lao), Kongthap Podpoy PhasIl.IIOIl 

Lao. 

LPP - Lao People's Party (see PPL). 

MSS - Military Security Service. 

RIBS - Neo Lao Hak Sat (alllO Neo Lao Hak lat, NLHI), Lao Patriotic Front. 

PDSP - Party for Democracy and Social Progrels, see Pa Is Sangkham. 
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PSI: - Paxuenptv>a, see Pa Ia S .... pbs-. 

PPL - Phak PUsason Lao (incorrectly called Phak lhIII1 .gan Lao, POL), 
Lao People's Part;y. 

POL - see PPL. 

PaIIU - Provisional Gowrnment of National Union. 

RLG - Ro;yal Laotillll GoYerDllflllt. 

BPI. - Rusembl_t du Peuple Laotian, Lao HOIl Lao, Rall;y of the Lao People. 

SF!. - SyDdicat des Fonctioonaires du Laos, Lao Civil Servants' 1Ja1GD. 

SP - Special Police. 

UCPL - Unites Combattantes Pathet Lao, Pathet Lao Fighting Units. 

DEFINITIONS 

The following terms are found in historical and political docUleDta d~.J1Dg 
with Laos during the period 1940-1970. When there are Laot1en, Frach end 
English equivalents for an entry, onl;y those nues e.o ml;y seen in IngHsh 
and American publications are indexed. 

Guerrilla element of the Ro;yal Lao Artq es­
Fc~~~~pr~illlaril;y of Meo tribesllSll and deactivated in 1969. 

, 
Auto Defense Ordinaire: Paramilitary home guard force, not a part of 

the RoJal Lao Army, WhIch was established in 1958. It ceased to exist aa .... 
effective organization in 1967. 

A&icultural DeveloJllllent Organization: Joint RLG-USAm organizatiIID 
established in 1965 to supplYfarm credit aDd develop I118rkets for agricultural 
goods. 

enuunt. 
Chao Khouang: Provincial governor (RLG) appointed b;y the central lOT-

Chao MuoDllj: District officer (RLG). 

Chao Tusenl!j: Canton chief (RLG). , ' ,.. 
Comit Defense des Interets Mationaux eo-ittee for the De-

fense of e Mati Interestl Staunchly anti-Coammist political group of 
)'Gung diplomats, civil servants and Army officers; founded in 1958. By 1960, 
it was controlled b;y Phoumi Nosavan, the power behind the 80un 0\lII regillla 
(1960-62). Later, its name was changed to Pa Xa Sangkh8ll. It was dissolved 
when PhoUllii Rosavan fled the country after the unsuccessful coup of 1965. 
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Co1mcil 01' JUn:Laters: 'nIe Prime Min:Later's cabinet, 
approved by the ietional AisSllllbly, and inTellted by the ling. 
Aas~ baa not, u tact, been requested suce 1962~) 

coos_ by hiJD, 
(Appt'Oial by the 

Council ot the Cabuet: TheCctUIlcil ot M:1.n1sters and several Secre­
taries 01' State, tiii'OUgti whoIII the Prime M:1.n1ster wields executive power. 

DlI\18Il:Lata: Dissident Neutralists loyal to COL Deuane Sipueut. 1liiio de­
tected f'roII Kong Le's Neutralist force and jOilled the Pathet Lao in early 1963. 

DeYelO~ Bank of Laos: A bank specializing in the ecOllOllic deYelop-
MDt of Laos tiiro loans to local governments, quasi-public utilitillll, and 
ind1lllt17. 'nIe bank is tinanced by toreign aid through the RLG. 

Directorate 01' Nat1.cmal Coordination: A police organization, controlled 
by Siho LaiP&lutacoUl, Which ran the R'ationRl Police from 1961 until 1965, vb_ 
Siho 1188 expelled trom Laos. , 

Forces Armees Neutralistes, Neutralist Armed Forces: Remnants 01' troope 
under Kong La WhO fought aga1nst Rightists in 1960. They were put under the 
operational control 01' FAR military commanders on 29 June 1969. 

/ 
Forces Armees aoyale3, Royal Armed Forces: The Laotian Government's 

priJllary aIliita17 organization. 

Foreign Exchange Operations Fund: A multi-lateral fund supported by 
foreign exch8Dge grants from the united States, Japan, the United ~o •• 
France and Australia. 'ftIe fund is the most important stabilizing tactor in 
the Laotian economy. 

Intelliece Diviaion: Diviaion of FAR charged with the collection 01' 
intelligence and maIntenance of security. 

International CoIaDiasion for Supervi8ion and Control: Representatives 
of India, Canada ana Poiana, responsible for supei'Vi8iiig the implementation 01' 
the 1962 and 1954 Geneva Accords on Laos. 

Jeunesse: The name given a group of young, nationalistic civil servants 
who tollowed the leadership of Sissoult ntI Chl'lmpaes9k in the 1965 elections. 'ftIe 
Jeunllllse did Dot become a political party a'S Waf) expected by some, but fell apart 
atter the elections of 1967. 

Khoueng: Province headed by a governor. 

Iin~S Council: Upper house 01' the legislature, Compolled 01' lIix repre­
lIentat1Tell c sen hi the King and six by the lower house. It has considerably 
1l1li11 power than the National Assembly. 

Lao ~ ~" Lao Dong Perty: 'ftIe COIIIIIIIlDist Perty ot North Vietnam 
which, report ,ords membership to certain high_ranking Lao CCIIIIIIUIlists. 

Lao HOlD Lao: See Rassemblement du Peuple Laotien. 
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JIl z.as;' Free Laos Patriotic c~ttee fOl'llled \IDd.er PriDe. 
Phet.aaraio r.e t the ret\ll'D of the French after World War II. 

ko PUriotic Fronts See leo Lao Halt Sat. 

!to ~e'a Liberation ~ Kongthap Podpoy Phaaa .. CIIl W.OI '!'he 1I1li­
tary orp3~ attached to the I often called the Pathet w.o. 

w.o People'a PartYI See Phak Peanson Lao. 

Mili~curitY Services A police aervice attached d1rectlT to tile 
M1Il1atry at la bet_e, IIaV1ng as its primary minion the detection ad 
e]1.1netion of subversive elBllents within the military. 

MpoMs A district (part of a khoueng) headed by a district chiaf'. 

lational AsseablY: The lower bouse compoaed of 59 elected representatives 
and harlDg vast leiilllatlVe power under the Constitution. 

leo Lao IIak Sat. Neo Lao Hak xat, Lao Patriotic Fronts Prince 
SOUphennouvong's pro:collllllUl11st political front which has been allied, aince its 
fo.mding, with the Vietnamese CoIIIIIIUI11sts. It has been a legally recognised 
Laotian political party since 1956. 

Reo Lao ISlara, Free Lao Front: A faction of the Lao lalara, led by 
Prince SOUphannouvong, which aubsequently took the name Pathet Lao, and later 
leo Lao IIak Sat. 

leo Lao Pen Kang, Lao Neutralist Party: Prime Minister SoUV811118 ~'a 
official party which ill dominated by Minister of Interior, Pheng Pbongaann, 
and SecretaZ'7 of State for Veterana' Affairs, Soukan V1laysam. 

Pathet Lao, Land of Lao: Name often used to refer both to the leo Lao 
Hak Sat and the Lao People's Liberation Arrtry. It was originally the _ for 
Prince SollpheMOuvoog'a rebel government in 1950. 

Pa xa Sangkham, Paxasangkbom, Party for Democracy and Social Progreal 
(PDSP)s The name used officially by the now defunct CDII in the early lixtias. 

Party for Democracy and Social Progress: See Pa xa Sangkhe., 

Phak Passason Lao, Lao People's Party I A group of eo-1at cadre re­
portedly iUilIP\ii8t'fiig the IWIS. It 1181 once called by Weatemars, perhaps in­
correct1T, the Phak Khan Ngan Lao (PlUL). 

Provisional (]averment of National Unionl 'ftle coalitiaD goTtIl'IIIhIIt 
led by SoUV811118 Ph01lll8 since 1962. It oi'1g1Jl8liy incorporated Phoua1 loaann'l 
riPtiate, Souvanna 'a neutraliate, and Soqphannouvt!.ng'a NLHS in aD extra..J.egal 
atop-pp reg1ae, appointed directly by the King without appro,al by the latiaD·J 

Aala.bly. SiDee 1963, the PGIIU hal included DO active ILRS officials, althouah 
otberw1ae it functioaa al before. 
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, Rus_bl_t du Peuple Laotien, Rally of the Lao People, Lao Hall LaOI 
1 ccmaemUve party r01'lled in 1958 and controlled by the SannaniJIIDIle faJD14r 
of Vientiane. 

S ... JcboaI Village-level cOllllllllllist mass organizations for men, waen, 
UId youth, aeelil8d to facilitate party authority over the populace. 

SaIltiphab, Peace MId Neutrality Party: A political party allied to 
the BLHS Iii the late fifties and early sixties. Under the lesdenhip of Qu1n1m 
Pbolsena, onetime foreign minister, it won four seata in the 1958 elections. 
Aftar Qu1n1a's assassination in 1963, the party lost much of its power, although 
it still flmctions as a bridge between some neutralists and the 1ILHS. 

, ;s.~~ir!~~~:1 ~A~Lat:~O National Police (LNP) element, designed pri-
II8%'ily tc DIOTement in Laos by covert intell.i8ence collec-
tion, preparation of political and economic studies, and the screening of IMP 
cand:ldstes. 

Tasseng: Canton (division of 3 Muong) headed by a chief. 

KEY PERSONALITIES 

The following personalities include important Royal Government figures, 
military leaden, )leo Lao Hale Sat officials and exiles. The underlined portion. 
of a name is that portion used when the itldividual is referred to by a single 
name. (Exl KhSJlOuane 80upha becomes GEN Khamouane, !:!ll!!!& Phongsavan becolles 
Pheng.) "The hereditary honorific title of Tiao (Prince) is, of course, used 
before the name. (Ex: ~ Vongsak (Tiso) becomes Tiso Souk Vongssk, Prince 
Souk Vongsale, Tiso &iuk, or Prince Souk). 

80IID Om na Champsssak (Tiso): Minister of Religious Affairs (RLG) since 1965; 
brother of Boun 0Um. 

8o1ID Oum na Champsssak (Tiso): Head of the royal house of Champassak, Inspector 
General of Laos (RLG), and Prime Minister (196(}"1962). 

BounpOne Makthepharak: Commanding General (FAR) of MR III since 1968. 

Deuane Sounnarath: Colonel, leader of De'~ne Dissidents, who are nominally 
neutralist but actually nro-NLHS. 

Inpeng Suryadhay: Minister of Justice (RLG). 

Kamtay Siphandone: COmmander-in-Chief of the LPLA (NLHS). 

Kwone Phomvihan: Secretary-General of the LPP Central Committee. 

Khamouane 8oupha: Brigadier General and commanding officer of dissident neu­
traliSt forces in Phong Sa11 Province, northern Laos. 
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Jon! LeI ForIIer Ca.ander-:l.n-Chief of FAX aDd leader of 1960 C01Ip "nat Idd.oh 
:l.DIIt.elled SouYenna PIIo_ es Prime Minister. Exiled ill France 'Uce 1966. 

~Ht: Abha71 Co-P"""ng General, MR V and head of the ... l"" .. ~-
t f~ of Vientiane. 

!!!!!!!!!. IDa1sieapayl Deputy Prille Minister (RLG) siDce 1Iarch, 1965, .. ,l".r-m­
liWOf !!Dun. 0uII. 

!!B Sapen1lamel MiD1ster of Public Works 8JId Transport (RLG) ...... 1962, 
)'01IIIg8r brother of former Pr1llle Min1ster Pboui Saneni kmle. 

Nouhak PIIo_svUlI Deputy Secretary-General of the LPP Central CcI!\I!4tMe. 

l2!!I! Rath11amel Commend er-iD-Chief (FAR). 

Oudaae $anenilronel Chief of Staff (FAR); nephew of former Pr1IIe ~_ ftIcna1 
Senen1kQne. . . .......... 

OUthalls Souvennavongl President of the King's Councu end head of .. ~ 
till Souvennavong fBlll1l.y. H1s brother-in-law is Rgon flenenia., 

Phasouk Somlyl Commanding General (FAR) of MR IV; cloae17 relsW to IDIID 0.. 

~ Phongaavenl Minister of Interior (RLG) end leader deaipata ., tile JILG 
neragat10a to preliminary Laot1en Peace Talks at KhaDg Ihay. 

PIIoui Sananilronel President of the National Asaemb17, Pr1IIe ~_ (1~960), 
iiiid'1iead of the influential and wealthy Senanilron. fuily of n_ti.I!UI. 

PhoUIIi IIosavenl Strongman iD !!Dun. Oum regime (1960-1962) 8JIIl 1'-' of 1964 at.­
tempted right1st coup d'etat. Exiled iD TbaUend aince 1965. 

PboUllli Vongri.chitl Secretary-General of HU!S Central eo.1ttae. 

PboUD Sipraaeuthl General (LPLA) 8JIIl chief HUIS delegate cleaipate to ,.... 
IIii!iiary Laotian Peace Talks at lCheng Ihay. 

Savens VatthaDal KiDg of Laoa. 

S'18'!!!I1I5I CQRDmdil\g General (FAR) of MR I. 

SMftouk na Charlpaas.lu MiD1ster of Finance 8JId Delegate for lfaUCIIIIl Del_e 
( ); cousiD of !!Dun 0uII. 

SiI!)!"1 SisaleUIIBak (Tiso)a Minister of Poatsend Telec[ ",,,,,"- (RLG) 
siDce 2. 

Sithone lqm·d'.1 Vice Chairman of the HU!S Central CoaDittee • 
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Sos.::faDa (Tiao)t Member of the Royal. IIollSe and Vice President of the Ra-
t AIlllembl7 (RLG). 

Both Petr.aTt Member of the RLHS Central. CoIIInittee and Representat1Te of the 
iIDE' in Vientiane. 

~ Vangaak (TiaO)1 Member of the NLHS Central. Committee and Special. :Emo7 
to SouvaIma Phouma on Peace Negotiations, 1970. 

SO'itlt~ (Tiaoh Chairman of the Central. Committee of the NLHS, hal.f­
bro er 0 uvanna PhOUJDa and Deputy Prime Minister of the RLG, in absentia. 

Sourith Don Sasorithl ColIID8!Ider-in-Chief, RoTal. Lao Air Force. 

SOuvanna Phouma (Tiao): Prime Minister of RLG on four occasions since independ­
ence, !lOst recently from 1962 until the present. 

vm Pao: 
t e. 

COIIIII8!lding General. of MR III and an influential leader of the Mao 

Vane; Ssvangl Crow Prince of Laos. 

ETHNIC GROUPS 

!!! (61 percent of the Laotian population). 

Lao (Laotian Tai) (47 percent of the Laotian population)1 Close17 related to 
the' neigbbor:lng Thais, the Laos are wet-rice fsrmers living in the vall8)T8 of 
LaOIl. fttey are Theravada Buddhiats. 

'l'ribal. rai (14 percent of the Laotian population) I Uv:ing chiefly :In the 
mountaiD: Vall8)T8 of northern Laos, these tribes are composed prilla~ of 
wet rice growers. Their religion is basically ani nrI stic with vague addi-
tions of Buddhislll, Taoism and Confucianislll. The IIIOre important of these tribell 
are thea 

Black Tai (Tai Dam) 
Lu 
Phou Tai 
Pou Eun 
Red Tai (Tai Deng) 

Mao-Yao (9 tJercent of the Laotian population). 

Tai Phong 
Tai Neua 
White Tai (Tai Khao) 
Tounes 

Mao (Hiao) I These people are UICmg the most recent llligants from Ch:!na, first 
appear:!ng :In Laos in the 1850's. The;r practice slash-and-burD agricult1ll'e 
IIIOre :lntensive17 than &n7 other Laotian ethnic group, and do not live at al­
titudes of lells than 3,000 feet. 

Yao (Manh Ths less DUlllerollS Yao live at lower al.titlldes than the Mao (2,000-
3,000 teet), and are found general.l7 only in Northwestern Laos. 
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~ (25 percent ot the Leotian population) I Thue abon"n.] iDbab1knt. 
o 08 are dirlded into aixt7 tribes. There is little a_e ot IDitr .... 
th-. altbDu&b th.,. all have been exploited at various times b7 the Leo, 'fai 
aDd other p:'01IIIII. Th.,. have DO writing system. Th.,. practice sluHlld-b1lnl 
agriculture 011 the muntain slopes otLeos. The IIIDre iIIportaDt tribe. arel 

Alak ltattang Seag 
Bit Lamet So 
So lA)ve Souei 
SoloTeD Mou (Kbmu) Taboi 
Halang Hghe 
ltasaeag Phouteng 

U""1!ur!!/!n (4 percent of Laotian population) I These tribes, to. 1D the 
U'Il "1IIltama ot Leos, originated in Y1IIlIWl ProTiDee, Cbina. 'l'h~ tIIo _t 

prominent tribes are the lA)lo and the Kha IOlo. 

Forei m nationals (1 percent of the Leotian populeticm) I Most ot thea. aro. 
are COIlcl!IDtraha 1D urban areas, although II8JIY Cb1nese are tound 1D rice grow1Dg 
areas 1I01'1dng as ad.ll.ers, _.,.le11ders, and traders. AltbDu&b there are .tUl 
sizeable co.unitias of Vietaamese erattaHn and I118rebaDta r-,1n1nl m the 
larger urban centers, IIIDst of the Vietaamese brought in b7 the PrtDch as edwln1_ 
strators have left the country. In 1958, the etlmic totals were _tJ.uted to 
bel 

Europeans - 6,000 
Chine.e - 30,000 
VietDallelle - 9,000 
Pakistanis and Indians - 1,000 

0TIIEIl E'1'HIIIC TERMS 

!!!!I Pejorative tel'lll tor Mon-Khmer highland tribe.men, meaning "slave." 

Lao lA)WDI lAlwland Lao or etlmic Lao. 

Leo Sogl Meo. 

Leo Theon,l Mon-KbHr highland tribesmen. 

PhouthAlm,1 A 1I01'd meaning either a particular Mon-Khmer tribe, or all Mon-IhIIer 
h1ib' eijii. tribes.en. 
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