


Go to the Wall. 
And be proud of it, because you built it. 

When you join AMVETSthis winter in Hawaii 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, be sure to visit the 
Vermont marble Wall of Names acquired and 
dedicated by AM VETS aboard the U.S.S. Ari­
zona honoring the 1,177 who died defending 
her-including the 1,102 still entombed in 
her hull. AMVETS was born as a result of the 
war that started that day, and you will unite 
with other AMVETS and veterans observing 
the most significant event in the history of the 
organization. 

Special events during the week of Decem­
ber 2-9 include-
D Hawaii Remembrance Day on 4th; 
D Survivor's Day on the 5th; 
D Reflections Day on the 6th; and 
D President Bush's address on the 7th. 
You'll also have opportunities to enjoy the 
island pleasures of Honolulu. 

Hilton Hawaiian Village Pleasant Holiday Isle 

Contact Heather Smith at George Kun Travel 
at 1-800-776-7505 for all flight arrangements 
and for hotel information on the Hilton Ha­
waiian Village or the Pleasant Holiday Isle 
(rates are based on double occupancy and 
space is limited). 

Make plans now for your special visit to the 
wall and help unfurl the AMVETS colors to 
honor all who fought and died in the war. 
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IRON-oN 
TRANSFER PATTERNS 
ONLY _ EACH?" 

PYOUUKETOCREATET-8HIRTS, 
SWEATSHIRTS AND CLOTHING 
DESIGNS WITH A PERSONAL 
TOUCH, 
YOU'VE BEEN LOOKING FORI 
TllAH8FERB FOR BEGINNERS OR 
IXPERTS, NOT SOLD IN STORES, 

Fraak K. Wood) 
• Pe ........ CIty, Ge< ..... ~1 
-today 

• bunny bride 
aroom 

Bi, bow', UUle bows, heIns pIoro 
Slices of Wllennelon. apple. pear and 
peach 
Gentle lion. country cow. a fluffy link 
lamb 
Acrobatic Cir'CUI clowns by the score 
Tulips tied willi ribbon. palm tree, 
flamingo 
Long-necked and winged dinosaun 
Fishin' country boy, fashionable 
schoolgirl 
Prairie schoolhouse. alphabet and 
numbers 
Bold Americ:aneagle,pelicanonapen:h 
A frosly linie snowman, 8 bearded old 
SI. Niok 
"Count-your-blessings" sheep. Noah 
and !he Art 
Lop-eared bunny. pilo<, and polilely 
lininlleddy bear 
Raggedy Ann and Andy 
And much. much reI 

WHY ARE WE PflAcnCALLY 
"GIVING AWAY" 

"347 
WOODWORKING 
PATTERNS FOR 
ONLY 2¢ EACH?" 

IF YOU UKE TO CUT PATTERNS 
OUT OF WOOD, THIS IS THE SET 
FOR YOU I YOU'LL FIND A TREA&­
URE HOUSE OF IDEAS INSIDE. 
347BEAIITlFUL WOODWORKING 
PATTERNS AND DESIGNS. 
(By Frant K. Wood) 

FCaA, • Peachtree Clly, GA, 
publisher. au_ today .... 11110 
pnedeaI1Y "lima .... Y .. 1ft .. I ...... 
... "'"J47WoodwortlJo,I'_".,..r ... 
only l4I' ..... pottern In a eampaIan 10 
pill new CUIIomen. 
• Curvy curios, channing country cali. 
• Sturdy shelves, shadowboxes, showy 

plaq ..... 
• Victorian ladies and slylish gents. 
• RackupyoW'spiccs, spice up yourden. 
• Holdersforcandles.napkinsandcane5. 
• Folk art, Shaker an, modem an, too. 
• Gaggles of geese, or a goose aU alone. 
• Hanging heans, huggable beani. 
• Doorstop decorations, welcome signs. 
• Whizzing whirligigs. modelsof planes. 
• Take flights of fancy with fairies and 

gnomes. 
• Birthday surprises, decorations for 

major events. 
• Dancing bear. prancing pony. soaring 

eagle. 
• Circus animals and barnyard critters. 
• OIildbood f.vori .... Noahand!heArt. 
• And much, much more. 

To order a set, jusl return this notice 
with your name and address and a check: 
for $7.99 plus $2.00 shipping and 
handling. and we will send you "341 
Wotlf#tHrtl., PtIlNnu" right away. 
Or. for ooly 59.99 plu. HOO shipping 
and handling. you can get both the basic 
set and an extra 100 large patterns. 

Send your check aJong with your name 
and _"'0: FCAA. DepL NAV·7. 
103 Clover Green. Peachtree City. GA 
30269. Make cbocks payable 10 FC&A. 

You get a nc;time-lirnit guarantee of 
satisfaction or your mooey back. 

You must cut out and return this 
notice_lib yooror ... r. Copies "III not 
be accepted! 
IMPORTANT - FREE GIFT OFFER 
EXPIRES AUGUST l4, 1991 

A1lon1en ........ by A ....... 14. 1991, 
will receive 50 special, seillonal, 
......... «t .... po ........... free 11111, 
.. mptml· Order rlabt away! 

YOU KNOW 
THESE LlTI1.E 
KNOWN NATURAL 
HEALING FOODS? 
SECRETS DOCTC)RS 
NEVER TELL YOU. 
PLUS, FIVE FOODS 
YOU SHOULD 
NEVER BUY." 

TURAL HEALING 
l't~~~:~~ REVEALED I 420 
II PERFECT HEALTH. 

(By Frank K. Wood) 
FeA",. PeaebIRe Clly, Gew· 

ala, publ ........ 1lIUIOU __ , 

the '*- '" • __ 'for the 

"!"":'!''''' your blood P'"'­
swe can cause a heart 
attackl Yourdoctormay nOl know 
it! 
Nail signs: your fmgemails can 
alen you to skm cancer, liver dis­
ease, kidney failwe - in time to 
beallhe diseases! 

for your health? 

I~~~~==~' 

,.oepre"e,~? This one nUlrienl 
"cUJe" you! 

. ~~~~~nwriMlmuc~ 

your bean nan wild. 
Here's an all-tJaIUraI blood pra­
sure reducer thai works as well .. 
!he 1lIOII powerful drugs! 
Discover the "best anli-agin, villl­
min." 
How 10 detect breaM cancer early 
enough to be cured without breuI 
removal! 

'.WOIrriecil a1xlU. )'QUr hean? Cbock 

_,,_h ,.r ."" nutrient actually 

Why your doclOr's office is the 
wont place to read your blood 
pressure. 
Latestheartnewt-leanmeatmay 
bdi! yoor hean! 
13 nanuaJ steps 10 kiok smoking. 

I.An'lZiong . ~chole!lterol-fighlin8 
oil" - from veg­

Yes! Here's where. 
Alzheimer's disease from this 
common beverage? The sranling 
evidence! 
Spicy help for arthritis pain! 
Feeling his08lS- wtw happened 
10 a 75-year-old man who ale too 
much of a good thingl 
When .. eating like a bird" can lead 
to an early grave! 
This common drug triggers painful 
arthritis in women! 
When ' 

"We're so positive that one 
of these health secrets will 
work for you that we' ll send 
you a free gift just for trying 
them." 

bean! 
• U )'QU'" _. you ..... avoid 

III _ • ..,.., W ..... says .... 
studyl 

• Wami .. : this __ <IIIlIer 

could be pow"" In )'lIIIl' flower 
bed! 

• Don'1 poiloo ycuneIf _ ..... 
_! 

... Mysteriel of pai.ful " loDder 
pointl" revolledl 18 WI,YI to .... if 
you hive the ___ fI-
bromy.lgill 

• Like 10 read? Thea bew .... or 
hemorrhoids! 

• Feeling bad is NOT •• ymptam of 
old age! Hero's whit', _ and 
whaJ:'s noI! 

... Grapefruit diet backfire. 011 
woman. 47 . 

• 5<ien.iflC study proves prayor~ 
heal. 

.If)'QU',.over ~.you..-, ... 
shonin, youneU 011 litis ......... 
nutrient! 

• This heven,. _Id ClOSe )'lIIIl' 
bones 10 break! 

• Eat your way out of __ 
risk? Hero's bow I 

• Losing weight tID be __ to 
yourhealth!The"9D"'or~­
ous weigb.1oa1 

• The mos. dangerous room iD .... 
house for your eyes. 

• And mucb, mucb """"I To order • copy, jIlIt __ dIiI 
noticewith)'lllll'oarne ... _ ... 
• eheck for ",99 pIos $2.OO1bippIoa 
and handIin& to our _, F(:a.A; 
DepL LA V -7, 103 Clover Oreoa, 
Peach_ City. Oecqia J0269. Make 
cbocks poyable to I'C4r:A. We wiD 
send you I copy of 'W .. N.,., 
H",S"'Jr", ... ripuway. 

Save! Return tbis notice with 
511.98 plus 52.00 for two boota. (No 
e .... shiPPina and haodiina-....) 

You get a no-time-limit JUII'UIeC 
of utisfacti.on or your money bIct. 

you ...... cat oalaad __ 110 .. 
not ... _ yow order. CGpIeo wiD 
notbe .......... 1 

IMPORTANT - FREE 

Auc;:us;:z4;I,EXPIUSi9i 



COMMANDER'S VIEW 

Promote world peace. Preserve the American way of life. 
Help the veteran help himself. These are our organiza­
tional goals going back to 1944. AB your national com­
mander, I have been able to see problems overcome and 
challenges met in order to reach these goals. In this past 
year, I have traveled extensively throughout this nation 
and I've seen the quality of work being done by our depart­
ments and posts. The methods may have been different but 
the outcome was always the same; you were working hard 
to help others and to improve your communities. 

It is one of the more gratifying aspects of my position to 
be able to see these contributions. Membership, for ex­
ample, was up 1,272 more as of July 1 than 1990's year-end 
total. The NSOs have also done a great job this year­
especially with VA VS. In the field, program development in 
the areas of veteran and community service is exceptional. 
And the support you have given to our veterans of Operation 
DESERT SHIELDIDESERT STORM is greatly appreciated, not 
only by AMVETS, but also by all those you have touched 
with your generosity. By writing letters, sending care 
packages, adopting platoons and hosting or attending sup­
port rallies, you showed these veterans that AMVETS and 
America stand behind them. 

Through hard work, we are making some real headway 
in veterans service. Take the National Victory Celebration 

in Washington, D.C., on June 
!>-when I joined with leaders 
of other congressionally char­
tered veterans organizations to 
honor the brave men and 
women of Operation DESERT STORM (pages 22-23). These 20 
organizations formed the coalition that sponsored the pa­
rade. This was just one of the many instances where people 
have recognized what an important contribution veterans 
are making in this country. 

I've noticed something else in my travels, too. We are 
proud of who we are and what we've done on our journey so 
far. We take pride in our service as veterans and pride in 
our service to veterans. And we should be proud of the 
accomplishments we have made this far since they are the 
tools we use in achieving our organizational goals. You have 
definitely been "serving with pride." Please continue in 
your devotion to AMVETS and America's veterans. 

6~~U:~R' 
National Commander 

Small Company's New Golf Ball Flies Too 
Far; Could Obsolete Many Golf Courses 

Pro Hits 400· Yard Tee Shots During Test Round 

Want Tb Shoot An Eagle or Two? 

By Mike Henson 

MERIDEN, CT - A small golf company in 
Connecticut has created a new, super ball that flies like 
a U-2, putts with the steady roll of a cue ball and bites 
the green on approach shots like a dropped cat. But 
don't look for it on weekend TV. Long-hitting pros 
could make a joke out of some of golf's finest courses 
with it. One pro who tested the ball drove it 400 yards, 
reaching the green on all but the longest par-fours. 
Scientific tests by an independent lab using a hitting 
machine prove the ball out-distances major brands 
dramatically. 

The ball's extraordinary distance comes partly from 
a revolutionary new dimple design that keeps the ball 
aloft longer. But there's also a secret change in the core 
that makes it rise faster off the clubhead. Another 
change reduces air drag. The result is a ball that gains 
altitude quickly, then sails like a glider. None of the 
changes is noticeable in the ball itself. 

Despite this extraordinary performance the com­
pany has a problem. A spokesman put it this way: "In 
golf you need endorsements and TV publicity. This is 
what gets you in the pro shops and stores where 95% 
of all golf products are sold. Unless the pros use your 
ball on TV, ou're virtuall locked out of these outlets. 

TV advertising is too expensive to buy on your own, at 
least for us. 

"Now, you've seen how far this ball can fly. Can you 
imagine a pro using it on TV and eagle-ing par-fours? It 
would turn the course into a par-three, and real men 
don't play par-three's. This new fly-power forces us to 
sell it without relying on pros or pro-shops. One way is 
to sell it direct from our plant. That way we can keep 
the name printed on the ball a secret that only a buyer 
would know. There's mOre to golf than tournaments, 
you know." 

The company guarantees a golfer a prompt refund if 
the new ball doesn't cut five to ten strokes off his or her 
average score. Simply return the balls - new or used -
to the address below. "Noone else would dare do that," 
boasted the company's director. 

If you would like an eagle or two, here's your best 
chance yet. Write your name and address and 44Code 
Name S" (the ball's R&D name) on a piece of paper and 
send it along with a check (or your credit card number and 
expiration date) to National Golf Center (Dept. S-98), 
500 S. Broad St., Meriden, CT 06450. Or phone 203-238-
2712, 8-8 Eastern time. No P.O. boxes, all shipments are 
UPS. One dozen "s" balls cost $24.95 (plus $3.00 shipping 
& handling), two to five dozen are only $22.00 each, six 
dozen are only $109.00. You save $55.70 ordering six. 
Shipping is free on two or more dozen. Specify white or 
Hi -Vision yellow. 

C Eioel EniENprill86, Inc. 1991 
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The importance of 
the POW/MIA issue 
to Americans 
prompts a return 
to Vietnam 

FULFILLING 
AN 
OBLIGATION 

In April, I traveled to Vietnam for the second 
time since the United States ended its mili­
tary involvement in that troubled country. In 
meetings with senior officials there I discussed 
a range of issues affecting U.S.Nietnam rela­
tions-among them a political settlement of 
the Cambodian conflict, the terms and pros­
pects for normalization of our relations with 
Vietnam and political prisoners in Vietnam. 

The principle subject I wished to address 
with Vietnamese leaders was the fullest pos­
sible accounting of those Americans who are 
still listed as missing in action or as prisoners 
of war in Southeast Asia. I believe there has 
been some progress in resolving this issue in 
recent months. There remain, however, more 
than 2,000 Americans unaccounted for as a 
resultofthe Vietnam War. Many in the United 
States believe that a number of these men are 
still alive and being held against their will in 
Vietnam. 

Much greater progress is necessary before 
we can say with any confidence that the fullest 
possible accounting for our POWIMIAs has 
been. Many Americans continue to view this 
issue as the single greatest impediment to 
improved relations with Vietnam. Accordingly, 
I believed that I had an obligation to impress 
on the Vietnamese the singular importance of 
this issue to the American people. 

Evidence exists to suggest that Vietnam is 
warehousing the remains of many U.S. ser­
vicemen. In my talks with Vietnamese For­
eign Minister Nguyen Co Thach, I argued that 
the best way to advance toward resolution of 
this issue would be for Vietnam to repatriate 
all American remains and all living Ameri­
cans who may be in the custody of the Viet­
namese people. Thach responded that there 

by ..John McCain were no Americans being held against their 

will in Vietnam and that his government was 
not holding American remains. 

Given the increase in reports contradicting 
Thach's denials, I talked at length with him 
about establishing an American POWIMIA 
office in Hanoi to facilitate greater coopera­
tion between our two governments on these 
investigations. In addition to improving coop­
eration in joint field investigations and re­
search of Vietnamese war archives, I believe 
that such an office should serve as a liaison 
between the families of POWIMIAs and the 
Vietnamese government so that the families 
can make arrangements with Hanoi to inves­
tigate the fates of their relatives for them­
selves on their own. 

Thach assured me that he supported the 
office and endorsed my suggestions for its 
official responsibilities. He promised me that 
Vietnam would meet all U.S. conditions for 
establishing the office. Shortly after my trip, 
Thach and Gen. John Vessey jointly announced 
an agreement to establish the office. Should 
the office be allowed to function in the capacity 
I have described, I believe it would facilitate 
progress toward resolving many remaining 
questions about American POWIMIAs. Gen­
eral Vessey deserves our deepest gratitude for 
his efforts to affect progress on what should be 
the nation's highest priority. 

We have by no means reached the stage in 
our accounting ofPOWIMIAs where we should 
relinquish all of our tools for persuading Viet­
nam to make greater progress. I am convinced 
that lifting the trade embargo now would 
unnecessarily limit our ability to compel fur­
ther cooperation from the Vietnamese in this 
and other humanitarian issues. 

Moreover, considerable controversy has 
recently arisen over the process by which the 
U.S. government seeks and analyses infonna­
tion on our POWIMIAs. Col. Millard Peck, 
former director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency office charged with this responsibility, 
has made serious accusations that POW IMIAs 
are no longer assigned the highest national 
priority. Recent reports and publications have 
endorsed his argument, and his allegations 
deserve serious examination. The time has 
come for the process to be more open to the 
public so that Congress and the American 
people can judge for themselves whether it is 
functioning correctly. I recently introduced 
legislation, S. 1270, that would require the 
government to disclose infonnation it has col­
lected on POW IMIAs-inciuding live-sighting 
reports of Americans in Southeast Asia. 

I feel strongly that the imperatives of na­
tional security, family privacy and the public's 
need to know must be reconciled in any legis­
lation directing the disclosure of classified 
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information. My bill contains exceptions to 
disclosure that would permit the president to 
withhold any information 'that compromises 
our security or the lives of any living POWI 
MIAs were it released and would require the 
families of POW 1M lAs to consent to releasing 
information about their relatives. 

Questions still linger that understandably 
leave most of us unsatisfied with the painfully 
slow pace in accounting for our POWIMIAs, 
we must not abandon our efforts. If anything, 
we should redouble them, at home and in 
Southeast Asia. This is our solemn obligation 
to those Americans who bravely served their 
country in a distant land and never returned. 
And we owe as much to their families. If 
anything deserves to be a matter of the high­
est national priority, this issue does. ~ 

Senator McCain (R·AZ) is the ranking minor­
ity member of the Manpower and Personnel 
Subcommittee of the U.S. Senate Armed Forces 
Committee. 
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A statU€ in Hanoi commemorates when the author, 
shown with Sen. Phil Gramm, was shot down in 
1967. Below, he meets with a Vietnamese foreign 
ministry official during his recent uisit. 
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b, Lt. Col. J _ Harve, 

For the past 28 years, a humanitarian task 
force of men and women from the Army, Navy. 
Air Force and Marines has had but one mis­
sion-to resolve the cases of American service­
men missing as a result of the Vietnam war. 
Headquartered at Barbers Point Naval Air 
Station in Hawaii, the Joint Casualty Resolu­
tion Center, or JCRC as it is commonly called, 
is the only organization in the Department of 
Defense exclusively dedicated to this mission, 

When the JCRC was formed in 1973, its 
principal objective was recovering the remains 
of MIAs in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. Very 
quickly, however, the center's role changed as 
the repatriation of significantly fewer Ameri­
can prisoners of war from North Vietnam and 
Laos than had been expected raised the possi-

bility that the Vietnamese and Laotian com­
munists had chosen to hold Americans captive 
despite the peace agreement. Field operations 
to recover remains-which had been very lim­
·ited from the start-<mded altogether when 
the noncommunist governments ofCarnbodia. 
Laos and South Vietnam fell in 1975. 

Between 1975 and 1981, the JCRC staff 
focused their efforts on analyzing MIA opera­
tional loss records gathered from the anoed 
services, building a computer data base, and 
gathering new information about missing 
Americans from refugees fleeing the commu­
nist regimes of Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. 
By the end of the seventies, JCRC interview­
ers-fluent in Southeast Asian languages­
were working in refugee camps in Malaysia, 
Singapore, Indonesia, the Philippines, Hong 
Kong, Macau and Thailand, collecting more 

At the J CR C, dedicated efforts to account for the missing leave-

NO STONE UNTURNED 

Ajoint u.s. and Lao recovery team examines the wreckage of a RF·8 aircraft downed in Savannakhet Province in southern Laos. 
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than 1,000 reporta annually about captured or 
missing Americans. 

Other JCRC staffers analyzed these re­
ports and assembled case files that tended to 
substantiate what many U.S. observers al­
ready suspected: that the Vietnamese govern· 
ment knew about the loss of many MIAs. One 
particularly significant report-judged truth­
ful by the U.S. government-alleged that Viet­
nam had collected and was holding more than 
400 American remains. 

In 1981 the Reagan administration assigned 
top priority to resolving the Vietnam POWI 
MIA issue. The development of regular, tech­
nical-level discussions between the JCRC and 
the Vietnamese government became an im· 
portant initial goal. The first meeting under 
this program was conducted in late May 1981. 
At the session, the Vietnamese announced 
they had recovered the remains of three Ameri· 
cans. The circumstances of these cases clearly 
demonstrated that Vietnam had long known 
of the whereabouts of these remains. One of 
the men, Lt. Cmdr. Ronald Dodge, for ex­
ample, had been photographed shortly after 
his capture and the picture appeared on the 
cover of Paris Match magazine. 

This incident, followed by a study of all 
repatriations conducted since the end of the 

o war, shaped the JCRC negotiation strategy 
for the next several years. The center selected 
cases that clearly revealed official Vietnamese 
knowledge ofthe loss of these individuals. Yet 
it was extremely important to foster a dia· 
logue without recriminations. Therefore, the 
goal was to direct Vietnamese attention to· 
ward cases that they could resolve and not to 
find fault for past actions. This brought some 
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positive results, but the Vietnamese contin­
ued to schedule large-scale repatriations of 
remains in a manner meant to dramatize their 
own diplomatic agenda and political goals. 

Between 1983 and 1985, JCRC negotiators 
met their Vietnamese counterparts with 
greater frequency, achieving a more produc· 
tive dialogue. In 1985 the Vietnamese an­
nounced their intent to resolve the issue in 2 
years. That August they repatriated the re­
mains of24 men-apparently to demonstrate 
a new spirit of cooperation. Later the same 
year, the JCRC was permitted to conduct the 
first recovery effort from a crash site in Viet­
nam since the end of the war. 

The 2-year plan, however, never seemed to 
get off the ground. In early 1986, following the 
Sixth Congress of the Vietnamese Communist 
party, the Vietnamese pulled back from their 
earlier cooperative stance. 

In February 1987, President Reagan ap­
pointed General John J . Vessey, Jr. , U.S. Army 
(Ret.), a former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, as his personal emissary to Vietnam for 
POWIMIA matters to get the work with Viet­
nam back on track. General Vessey led a 
mission to Vietnam in July 1987. In his 
discussions with Vietnam's Foreign Minister 
Nguiyen Co Thach, Vessey emphasized the 
widespread belief that the Vietnamese gov­
ernment still held American servicemen pris­
oners. Vessey directed the foreign ministers 
attention to a group of cases that clearly showed 
evidence of Vietnamese knowledge. 

These cases-which the United States la­
beleddiscrepancy cases-illuminated the live­
sighting question, iovol ving men either known 
to have been held prisoner or those whose 

continued on page 21 

JCRC negotiators, 
heatkdby th£author 
(third from tap 1ef\), 
participate in a 
POW I MIA t<chnical 
meeting with their 
Vietnamese counter· 
parts in Hanoi. 

• 
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We will do everything that a gor;ern­
ment can to recouer the missing, and if 
we discover proof of captivity, we will 
take action to bring our men home. 

-George Bush 

Unraveling the whereabouts of more 
than 2,000 Americans missing in 
Southeast Asia continues to be-

A WORLDWIDE COMMITMENT 

by Carl W. Ford 

Recently, there have been reports in the print 
and broadcast media suggesting that the U.S. 
Government is not vigorously pursuing reso­
lution of the POWIMIA issue. Some reports 
have even suggested that the current admin­
istration, as well as those in the past, have 
engaged in a conspiracy or cover-up to hide the 
facts from the American people. Such charges 
are without foundation. The Department of 
Defense is working diligently to achieve the 
fullest possible account of those still missing 
in action in Southeast Asia. 

Achieving this account is a matter ofhigh­
est national priority, not empty rhetoric. 
Around the world everyday, hundreds of 
people-both military and civilian-work 
fulltime to attain this goal. Every individual 
working on the issue fully recognizes its im­
portance to the families of those who remain 
missing. Despite our commitment and efforts, 
progress has been slow. 

Live-Sighting Reports 
Our highest priority-resolving the prisoner 
issue-has been at the forefront of negotia­
tions and the intelligence effort. Government 
authorities in Indochinese countries deny that 
they are still holding American prisoners; how­
ever, their denials have not deterred the United 
States from directly pursuing the prisoner 
issue at policy and technical levels. Although 
we have been unable to prove that Americans 
are still being detained against their will , the 
information available to us precludes ruling 
out that possibility. Based on the assumption 

that at least some Americans are still held 
captive, investigations into live-sighting re­
ports will continue to receive necessary prior­
ity and resources. Should any report prove 
true, we will take appropriate action to ensure 
the return of those involved. 

Vietnam 
Recognizing that progress has not been as 
rapid as all Americans, including myself, would 
desire, it is important to understand that we 
have made significant inroads toward resolv­
ing the POWIMIA issue. Gen. John Vessey 
has continued as special presidential emis­
sary to Hanoi for POWIMIA affairs since his 
appointment in 1987 (page 9). Agreements 
reached by General Vessey and Vietnamese 
Foreign Minister Thach have increased coop­
eration to resolve POWIMIA questions and 
other humanitarian issues. 

Specifically, since September 1988, U .S. 
and Vietnamese personnel have conducted 13 
joint investigations in Vietnam aimed at re­
solving discrepancy cases involving individu­
als known to have been captured in combat or 
to have survived aircraft loss or shootdown. 
These cases lead to the hundreds about which 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam should have 
knowledge. During this same period, Vietnam 
turned over the remains of 123 Americans 
previously listed as missing in action. Our 
technical specialists spent more than 100 days 
in Vietnam during 1989 and a comparable 
period of time in 1990. These activities are 
continuing in 1991. 
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The July opening of a temporary United 
States POWIMIA office in Hanoi could im­
prove accounting efforts if the Vietnamese 
government decides to get more serious. If 
permitted, the experts assigned to this office 
will investigate live-sighting reports, examine 
Vietnamese wartime records and archives, 
facilitate forensic review and repatriation of 
remains unilaterally recovered by the Viet­
namese and conduct advance planning for 
increased joint field activity. Rapid investiga­
tion oflive-sighting reports and analysis of the 
results is our highest priority; however, uni­
lateral actions of the Vietnamese, access to 
wartime records, and expanded field activity 
are central to resolving the prisoner question. 

In early April 1991, Assistant Secretary of 
State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Rich­
ard Solomon presented to Vietnam's Ambas­
sador to the United Nations Le Mai, a 
"roadmap" of the pace and scope through which 
bilateral U .S.-Vietnam relations would develop 
in the context of a Cambodian settlement. The 
POWIMIA issue is prominent throughout this 
"roadmap." The pace and scope of the bilateral 
normalization process will be directly affected 
by the seriousness of Vietnam's cooperation on 
the POWIMIA issue, as well as on other hu­
manitarian concerns. Though public state­
ments from Hanoi initially were critical of the 
approach, the Vietnamese have neither for­
mally accepted nor rejected it. 

Laos 
Since 1985, productive surveys and excava­
tions of crash sites have steadily increased in 
Laos while agreements early this year be­
tween that country and the United States 
have resulted in an expanded plan of year­
round POWIMIA activities. A long-sought 
U.S. objective began this year; joint investiga­
tions were made into the fates of Americans 
last known to have been alive under the con­
trol ofthe Pathet Lao. Joint surveys and recov­
eries of grave sites are scheduled throughout 
the country as are expanded crash site surveys 
and excavations. The Pathet Lao also agreed 
to consult directly with Hanoi to resolve cases 
of Americans lost in areas of Laos where Viet­
namese forces were deployed during the war. 
Of the 528 Americans unaccounted for in Laos, 
85 percent were lost in such areas. 

Cambodia 
Despite numerous U.S. appeals for coopera­
tion on a humanitarian basis and public state­
ments from Cambodian officials that they pos­
sessed American remains, a very limited re­
sponse has been forthcoming from the Heng 
Samrin regime in Phnom Penh. In July 1990, 
a U.S. technical forensic team examined 28 
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sets of remains in Phnom Penh. It determined 
that all but six were the remains of indigenous 
Southeast Asians. Currently, 83 Americans 
remain unaccounted for in Cambodia; yet 
again, nearly 85 percent were lost in areas 
controlled at that time by the Vietnamese. 

Are we satisfied with our progress in resolv­
ing the POW IMIA issue? Most assuredly not; 
however, the rate of progress is directly pro­
portional to the degree of cooperation coming 
out of the governments of Vietnam, Laos, and 
Cambodia. The answers to the fate of the 
2,273 Americans missing in Southeast Asia lie 
in those countries, primarily with the govern­
ment of Vietnam. Fully committed, we are 
dedicating all our resources to achieving the 
fullest possible accounting of Americans miss­
ing in Southeast Asia. But until Hanoi is 
convinced that resolution of the POWIMIA 
issue is in their national interest and the 
Vietnamese leadership decides to fully dis­
close to the United States the information we 
know is available, progress on this issue will 
continue to be all too slow. Nevertheless, we 
are hopeful that recent indications of in­
creased seriousness offer prospects for rapid 
progress. We are steadfastly committed to 
resolving the POWIMIA issue and obtaining 
answers. Our missing citizens, as well as their 
families and friends, deserve no less. 11: 

Carl W. Ford is principal deputy assistant 
secretary of defense for international security 
affairs and deputy assistant secretary of de­
fense for East Asia and Pacific Affairs. He is 
the keynote speaker for the AMVETS 47th 
National Convention this August in Louis­
ville, Ky. (below). 

WITH EQUAL CONCERN 
Four resolutions dealing with the POWIMIA 
issue will be considered at the AMVETS 47th 
Nation~ Convention. They are--
R ••• lull Jj 7 •• America'8PrisoneT'Bo{-Warand 
~'in8 inAction urge. the federal gavernment 
to _ activity to secure the release of any 
rows IIlill alive in Southeaat Asia orthe return 
of any remains. 
~ .. U"'" n. ConcerniTl(f the Korean War 
MIA Iso,.. urges the government to resolve the 
issue of UIIl'!>patriated remains of Americans 
Ustedasmisaingin action from the Korean War. 
R ... III .... ' ea. Reinvetti,pt.! the POW/MIA 
Controversy ......."",ends that Congress conduct 
a !\ill and complete bearing into the POWIMIA 
controveny. 
RMoI ....... 84. Support Presidential Envoy for 
POW/M/Aa continue. to support the U.S. Spe­
cial presidential emissary to Vietnam and his 
mission to satisfactorily ..... lv. the issue. 

All four come undar the jurisdiction of the . 
AMVETS National Defense and For<>ign Rela­
tions Committee. 
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IN THE RUNNING * * * * * 
For National Commander 

James Singler. Cur­
rently serving his second 
term as first vice com­
mander for membership, 
Jim was commander of 
Post 17 (Sandusky, Ohio) 
and department com­
mander (1971-73). The 
U.S. Army veteran also 
served as area vice com­

mander and was president of the state ser­
vice foundation. In addition to serving on 
many national committees, he was a trustee 
of the National Service Foundation from 
1979 to 1985 and received the Silver Hel­
met AMVET of the Year Award. 

* For National Judge Advocate 
Arthur W. Klingel, Jr. 
Art presently serves as 
national judge advocate, 
a position he has held 
since 1988. He served as 
commander of Post 898 
(Massapequa, N. Y.J for 2 
years and as its judge 
advocate . Other posi­
tions inc1ude those of 

department commander (1976-77) and 
judge advocate (since 1975), commander of 
National District I (1983-84) and national 
inspector general (1984-85). The U.S. 
Navy vet was chairman of the state service 
foundation in 1988. 

* For National Provost Marshal 
Ed Jones. Ed currently 
serves as national pro­
vost marshal and as com­
mander of the Depart­
ment of North Carolina. 
He is a member of Post 
635 (Raleigh, N. C.) and 
previously served as de­
partment first vice com­
mander. A U.S. Navy 

veteran of World War II , he held the office 
of deputy national provost marshal for 2 
years and served as department provost 
marsha l for 5 years, as well as being a 
VAVS representative. 
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For First Vice Commander 
James Kenney. Jim 
has been a member of 
AMVETS since 1967 and 
has held a variety of po­
sitions at all levels of the 
organization. A U.S. Air 
Force veteran, he was 
commander of Post 19 
(East Islip, N. Y.) from 
1970 to 1975, and con­

tinues to serve on its board of trustees. He 
also served as department commander 
(1978-79), NECman from 1982 to 1988 and 
commander of National District I (1989-
90). At present, he is serving as second vice 
commander for programs. 

* For National Finance OffIcer 
Harold F. Slawson. A 
life member of Post 74 
(Columbia, S.C.),Harold 
now serves as National 
Finance Officer. Prior to 
this, the 9-year U.S. Ma­
rine veteran was active 
on several other national 
committees and served 
as alternate NECman 

(1987-89) and as commander of National 
District III (1989-90). His other positions 
have included that of department executive 
director and fmance officer as wen as post 
commander. 

* For NSF Board of Trustees 
Robert 1. Wilbraham, 
Bob currently serves as 
president of the National 
Service Foundation's 
Board of Trustees. A life 
member of Post 109 
(Me ntor-on -t he-Lak e, 
Ohio) where he has held 
nearly every position, he 
has also served as de­

partment commander and on numerous 
committees. Other positions held by the 
U.S. Marine Corps veteran include that of 
National District IV commander and na­
tional vice commander for membership and 
programs. He is a pastnationai commander 
(1983-84) and h as served on various na­
tional committees. 

For Second Vice Commander 
Donald M. Hearon. 
Don is a life member of 
Post 17 (Dallas, Tex.), 
where hehas held a vari­
etyofpositions. The U.S. 
Marine Corps veteran 
was appointed state ad­
j utantlexecuti ve director 
in 1979, a position he held 
until elected NECman in 

1991. He served as commander of National 
District V in 1988 and again in 1989. In 
addition to serving on numerous national 
committees, he was named Texas AMVET 
of the Year in 1981. 

* For Second Vice Commander 
Frank J . Krzesowik. 
Frank has held all post­
level offices, serving 
three terms as com­
mander of Post 45 (De­
troit, Mich.). Within the 
DepartmentofMichigan, 
he has served as judge 
advocate (1984-85), sec­
ond vice commander 

(1985-86), senior vice commander (1986-
87) and state commander (1987-88). The 
U.S. Army veteran also has been active on 
a number of national committees, including 
the NEC (1988-90) and the National Fi­
nance Committee (1989). 

* For Second Vice Commander 
William Stye. Bill is a 
life member of Post 14 
(Milwaukee, Wis.), where 
he held numerous offices 
and was elected com­
mander for 4 years. In 
addi tion to serving as 
vice commander ofmem­
bership at the depart­
ment and district levels, 

he served as state commander and was 
elected commander of National District N 
(1989-90). The U.S. ArmylNavy vet is ac­
tive on various national committees and is 
a VAVS representative at Zablocki VAMC. 
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KEEPING POSTED 
DANNY DEVINE 

PRESIDENTIAL MEMORIAL CERTIFICATES 
To honor the memory of honorably discharged, deceased veterans, a certificate is 
prepared by the Department of veterans Affairs and signed by the president. 
Eligible recipients include the next of kin, other relatives or friends) 
certificates may be awarded to more than one eligible recipient. Those wishing to 
receive a certificate may apply in person or mail their request to any VA Regional 
Office. Applicants must provide proof of honorable service. For more 
information, write: Director, National Cemetery System (42F), Department of 
Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20420. 

BRA AWARD NOMINATIONS 
Award nominations are now being accepted in 12 categories -- including veteran 
small business advocate of the year. Nomination packages can be obtained at the 
nearest Small Business Administration district office, completed forms must be 
postmarked and returned by Nov. 5, 1991. 

VA BARRIER ELIMINATION 
VA asks for your help in eliminating remaining barriers to the disabled at its 342 
facilities nationwide. Report access obstacles by sending the facility's name and 
address together with a brief description of the barrier to : Tom Deniston, 810 
Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420. 

RI!TURlf TO KOREA 
A Korea Revisit Program for Korean veterans of all services is being sponsored by 
a consortium of the International Korean War Association, Korean Council Navy 
League and the United Nations Korean War Allies Association. The group will 
depart for the 7-day trip on September 30. Members are responsible for their air 
fare. Contact: Arthur Manger, CDR, USN(RET), 1600 Michael Lane, Pacific 
Palisades, CA 90272. 

YOUNG VETERANS ALLIANCE 
An association of Veterans of Underage Military Service has been formed to record 
stories of veterans joining the service before they were 17 years of age. 
Contacts will remain confidential. For more information, write: Allan Stover, 
Veterans of Underage Military Service, 3444 Walker Drive, Ellicott City, MD 21042. 

BOOST FROM AGRICULTURE 
Low income military families may be eligible for food stamps, a situation that 
became very clear during Operation Desert Storm. A family of four with a gross 
monthly income of less than $1,376, for example, may apply for assistance. 
Service centers such as food stamp offices, departments of human services or 
social services may be found under state or local government listings. Previous 
Government Accounting Office estimates indicated some 3-4,000 military households 
were using food stamps and that number is expected to increase. 

NATIVE AMERICANS MEMORIAL 
Fund-raising efforts are underway for the first national memorial to Native 
American veterans. The 9-foot bronze statue is to be unveiled and dedicated on 
Memorial Day Weekend in 1992. Donations may be made to: Emily Webb, The Warrior 
Project, Department of General Services, The Hoover Building, Level itA," Des 
Moines, Iowa 50319. 

KOREAN WAR MEMORIAL 
The Korean War Memorial continues to 
your tax-deductible contribution to: 
2372, Washington, DC 20013-2372. 
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need support. See coin ad on page 17 or send 
Korean War Veterans Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 



FOCUS ON 
AMVETS 
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(Clockwise from below) Saved 
PalnUng. Tennessee posts raised 
$2,000 to save this rendition of 
the Iwo Jima flag raising painted 
in 1953 on the wall of a tom down 
VA hospital. New. papers Edu­
cata. Post 10 in Lawton, Okla., 
sends students newspapers to help 
them learn to read. High Hono,.. 
John Mahan, Massachusetts dis­
trict commander. congratulates 
Christine Hart on her reception of 
a R.O.T.C. award. Wreath Lay­
Ing. Auxiliary President Nita 
Cornell and PNC Dante Spagnolo 
pay their respects at the National 
Memorial Cemetary of the Pacific 
in Honolulu. Welcome Hom •• 
General and Mrs. Norman 
Schwarzkopf join Medal of Honor 
recipient Charles MacGillivary, 
an AMVET life member, and his 
wife at homecoming celebration. 

THE NATIONALAMVET 

, 

( 

• 



SUMMER 1991 

(Clockwise from left) Volunt .. r 
Aw.rd. VAVS representative 
Ray Walton is given an award 
for having volunteered 6,000 
hours. Top Cadet. Chris Farr 
receives an AMVETS R.O.T.C. 
award from Department oreaH­
fornia member Roger Gregory. 
First Strtke. AMVETS National 
First Vice Commander James 
Singler and Gen. Richard 
Stilwell strike a Korean War 
Memorial Silver Dollar Coin at 
the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia. 
Victory Celebration. Four 

~~ __ .....J Desert Storm marines team up 
with AMVETS for a parade in 
Pleasanton , Calif. Parking 
T •• t. Pat Brett, commander of 
Post 103 in Hopewood , Pa., 
grades a participant in Drivers 
Excellence Program. Specl •• 
.... Ion. National Commander 
Brown poses with President 
Bush during a meeting a,t the 
White House, at which time the 
commander presented the presi­
dent with a talking paper on 
homeless veterans, the VA bud­
get and the need for a national 
veterans employment policy. 
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HILLWATCH 

while the flurry of legislation relating 
to operation Desert Shield and Desert 
storm has slowed down, the veteran's 
arena on capitol Hill remains very 
active. whether the issue be the De­
partment of veterans Affairs FY92 
appropriations, the establishment of a 
World War II memorial in Washington, 
D.C., or the theft of drugs at VA medi­
cal facilities, we--as an organization-­
have been called on to voice our views. 
And on almost every occasion, AMVETS has 
responded. 

On 11 occasions in the past three 
months, representatives from the AMVETS 
National Legislative Department have 
appeared in front of the House and 
Senate committees on veterans Affairs, 
the House and Senate Appropriations 
committees and--in a rare departure for 
any veterans service organization--the 
House Judiciary committee. And on those 
occasions where we were not able to 
testify in person, we submitted testi­
mony for inclusion in The Congressional 
Record. As this issue of The National 
AMVET goes to press, there are a number 
of legislative initiatives pending in 
which AMVETS has been actively involved. 
Some of these initiatives are described 
below. 

The 
ole 

After many years of lobbying 
by veterans organizations, 
congress has agreed to for­

Program mally review the Dependency 
and Indemnity Compensation 
(DIC) program with specific 

regard to making the program more equi­
table for all surviving spouses and de­
pendents of deceased military members 
and veterans. In testimony before the 
House committee on veterans Affairs, 
AMVETS urged congress to formulate a 
more suitable DIC program and--as a 
minimum--raise the rates for widows and 
children of lower-ranking enlisted 
personnel. The major obstacle in modi­
fying the DIC program continues to be 
the potential cost of making this pro 

.. 

JONATHAN GAFFNEY 

gram more equitable--over $400 million 
by some estimates. The Senate has 
postponed any hearings on the matter 
until the General Accounting Office can 
report back on the estimated costs 
involved, but it is anticipated that any 
DIC modification will not be accom­
plished during this session of congress. 

Aid 
For The 
Troops 

Currently, the Department of 
Defense separates from 
military service approxi­
mately 300,000 men and women 
every year. Over the next 
five years, this number 

could increase by more than 90,000 and 
it is expected that many of these people 
will be separated involuntarily. Be­
cause of these reductions, AMVETS pre­
sented testimony in support of a well­
organized, comprehensive and workable 
program of transition assistance. The 
program would offer these veterans 
benefits briefings and training in 
resume "banking" and resume writing. The 
Department of Labor, the Department of 
veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense would conduct this program. 
AMVETS has expressed its concern to 
Congress that effective implementation 
of transition assistance may be held up 
by "turf battles" between these three 
departments. 

Veterans 
Program 
Funds 

AMVETS has been extremely 
active in the deliberations 
of both the Senate and House 
Appropriations subcommittees 
on VA, HUD and Independent 
Agencies (those subcommit­

tees that provide the annual operating 
funds for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs). By testifying in front of 
committees, meeting with senators and 
representatives and working with other 
veterans organizations, AMVETS played a 
key role in the granting of an appro­
priation by the House and senate that 
will allow VA to continue operations 
under difficult fiscal realities. 
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FROM NATIONAL 

THE RIGHT 
BALANCE 

Jam .. Singler 
National First Vice 
Commander for Membership 

I believe that life has four areas that reqwre balance: 
family. work, leisure, and community. Family is my first 
priority and it should be yours as well. Family members 
have always been there for me with encouragement and 
support and they have earned the right to be number one. 
The right attitude and an open mind helps considerably. 

We can all appreciate the work we must do to ensure that 
our basic needs for food, clothing and shelter are met. We 
put in 8 or more hours a day, 5 days a week and are under 
pressure to meet deadlines and quotas. Business is serious 
and can cause stress but with planning, it can bring good 
fortune. 

AB important as it is to earn a living, I continually remind 
myself of the need to schedule leisure and exercise time-­
even though it sounds selfish. It helps to avoid burnout and 
keeps me mentally and physically in shape. 

I have been blessed with a wonderful , loving wife and 
family. Life has been good and as I reflect on my accom­
plishments, I am thankful to have had the opportunity to be 
an AMVET member. I firmly believe in giving back to the 
community and through AMVETS I have been able to 
funnel my energies and desires into doing something good 
for others. I ensure that AMVETS is in my plan because it 
offers the structured programs I believe in. And it provides 
a tremendous advantage over attempting to do everything 
myself. 

A well-conceived plan committed to writing can be a 
valuable tool to keep you on the right track. I encourage 
everyone to have a plan because as Murphy says, "If you 
don't know where you're going, you'll end up someplace 
else, or you won't know when you have arrived." 

ENTRIES SHOW 
COMMITMENT 

James Kenney 
National Second Vice 
Commander for Programs 

With the deadline for entries for the National Awards 
Program just past us, I am encouraged by the number and 
the quality of this year's submissions. It is obvious that 
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many posts and departments have put a lot of time and 
effort into these projects. 

It is also satisfying to see the number of essays and 
posters that have come in for the Americanism contests. 
The spirited poster work done by our children is both 
heartening and a pleasure to review, while the essays are 
poignant reminders that not all oftoday's youth are illiter­
ate. The selection of winners in all categories will prove a 
difficult task this year. 

I want to also note thatPNC Ted Leszkiewicz received an 
invitation to present the A.A.D.A.A. program to a seminar 
sponsored by the Veterans Against Drugs coalition in 
Quantico, Va., in mid-July. This is further proof that the 
program is a viable and respected one around the country. 

FUNDING FOR 
OUR PROGRAMS 

Robert L. Wllbrahsm, PNC 
President, AMVETS 
National Service Foundation 

Since its begiunings, the AMVETS National Service Foun­
dation has developed and supported numerous programs 
in the name afthe national AMVETS organization. Today, 
in these financially difficult times, the foundation's com­
mitment to fund these programs becomes even mOTe impor­
tant . .. and more difficult. Basically, the foundation uses 
four methods of fund-raising; direct mail, thrift stores, 
bequests and independent grants. I'd like to use this 
month's column to briefly address our thrift-store opera­
tion. 

An intergal part of our overall fund-raising program, the 
AMVETS thrift-store operation has been growing over the 
past several years and is responsible for an increasingly 
large share of the foundation's revenue. The National 
Service Foundation owns nine stores. In comparison, the 
foundation has thrift stores that are owned and operated by 
private individuals who share a percentage of their profits 
with AMVETS. Our 10 owner/operators have a total of 41 
stores in 21 states. All 50 stores employ more than 2,000 
people and supply good pre-owned clothing, appliances and 
furniture at reasonable cost. 

The foundation thrift stores not only constitute a source 
of funds for ongoing veterans service programs but also 
provide employment for residents of the community and a 
much-needed service to surrounding communities. It is in 
a large part due to these monies that the foundation can 
sponsor outstanding programs such as V AVS and the Free­
doms Foundation youth seminar and can offer a grant of 
more than $600,000 to the national AMVETS organization. 

Later this month, the foundation will be closing our 
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Brockton, Mass., store and opening a new one in Brighton. 
We're looking forward to this newest AMVET thrift store 
becoming a successful enterprise that will assist not only 
the National Service Foundation but also the Department 
of Massachusetts. 

Such partnerships exist successfully throughout all the 
states in which AMVETS has thrift stores, regardless of 
whether they are owned by the foundation or are owner/ 
operator stores. This long and successful practice allows 
the host department to develop and expand its own local 
service programs. 

THE FORGOTTEN 
ONES 

Nita I. Cornell 
Netionel President 
AMVETS Auxiliary 

Having recently returned from a trip to the Far East, I 
would like to share two experiences. Those of you who 
served in Korea should never doubt the value of your 
service-you need only compare the bleak existence ofthose 
in the North to the republic prospering in the South. 

Our party was privileged to visit Camp Bonifas for an 
informative briefing given by Joint Security Area person­
nel. Lt. Col. Glen A Scott, commander of the 1st Battalion, 
503rd Infantry, 2nd Infantry Division, accompanied us to 
the firebase and the demilitarized zone. North Korean 
guards were clearly visible observing the actions of all 
visitors. We also toured Guard Post Ouellette. 

Each soldier briefly outlined the duties he performed. 
These young men, I truly believe, are the "forgotten ones." 
Their tour of duty lasta 90 days at a time and some have 
more than one. Each is highly qualified, physically as well 
as mentally, and willingly performs a very repetitious task. 
Each understands the importance of being the "watch dog" 
over the North, being surrounded on three sides by the 
North Koreans-Freedom Village, Propaganda Village and 
a North Korean outpost. 

The dedication of the 2nd Infantry Division troops cer­
tainly has earned them the respect and admiration of all 
who have been privileged to meet them. 

During a briefing at the Joint Casualty Resolution Cen­
ter(JCRC) at Camp H.M. Smith, I learned that today nearly 
150 full-time civilian and military personnel around the 
world are dedicated solely to the POWIMIA issue (page 8)­
one that is a high priority to AMVETS. 

These personnel plan and direct the recovery operations 
and investigations in Laos and Vietnam. Through their 
efforts, our POWIMIAs will not become the "forgotten ones." 
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ON THE 
RIGHT TRACK 

Ted Leazkl_lcz, PNC 
Chalnnan, Compulsive 
DI .. a .. Committee 

From the feedback we're getting, our AAD.A.A. (AMVETS 
Against Drug/Alcohol Abuse) program is on the right track 
as a community, parent and youth support and awareness 
program. We have taken the right step in going into the 
schools from K-1 through high school and providing incen­
tive to reach out to those who are interested in helping each 
other. The community, parents and youth must mobilize all 
their efforts, as the White House has mentioned, to fight 
this problem at the local level down to the neighborhood 
block clubs. They all know what's going on and what needs 
to be done. 

In an effort to make this a drug-free America, AMVETS 
has emerged as the new leader among all veterans organi­
zations. We have been invited to conduct a "learning" 
seminar in November on the West Coast to teach and share 
what can be done to help this world crisis. Meanwhile, 
Governor Wilson of California has recognized our AAD.A.A. 
program as a comprehensive community action program 
and perhaps the most effective tool we have in reducing 
alcohol and other drug abuse. He has also requested that 
our AAD.A.A guidelines be reprinted and included in the 
mailings made by state legislators to their constituents. 
This promises more publicity for our cause at a minimum 
cost absorbed by the California State Service Foundation 
and the AMVETS Department of California. Thanks, Joe 
Kolano, for joining our winning team. 

But much work still needs to be done. The National 
Institute on Drug Abuse estimates, for example, that 2.9 
million Americans are using cocaine. Approximately 1,600 
Cocaine Anonymous meetings are held daily, with nearly 
60,000 members helping each other in 46 states and Canada. 

Look at what happened to celebrities such as Kerri Miller 
after five years of cocaine, alcohol, and valium use. She was 
at absolute bottom until she attended a Cocaine Anony­
mous meeting that turned her life around. 

Tragically, that was not the case with the Dallas Cow­
boys' Larry Bethea. He was a role model and thought 
nothing could stop him until coke crept up on him and he got 
"hooked". A few years later, Bethea ended his life. 

Then there was David Thompson who got $2 million to 
sign with the Denver Nuggets. In no time alcohol and drugs 
became his new team and he was $2.2 million in debt. 

The same happened to Roman Gabriel and Carl Eller. 
Eller went through $3 million before he woke up. 

We are exploring the feasibility of several celebrities 
joining our committee to enhance our ongoing war on drugs. 
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COMMENTARY 

How many years can some peopk exist 
befo,.. lhey're allowed to be f,..e. 

-Bob Dylan ("Blowin' in the Wind: 1962) 

GETTING TO THE 
HEART OF THINGS 

D uring recent months, the Prisoners ofWarlMissing in 
Action (POWIMIA) issue has been the focus of con­

siderable attention. Internationally, as previously reported 
to you, our State Department has submitted a four-step 
proposal leading to normalization of relations with Viet­

ROBERT L. JONES 

billion market. Meanwhile, the communists are attempt­
ing to lure countries who can provide "mutual benefits" 
through new emphasis on efficiency and productivity. The 
Vietnamese economy is reportedly in shambles and hu­
manitarian aid tops the list. 

In spite of the ongoing controversy, the fact still remains 
that a substantial number of Americans remain unaccounted 
for in IndoChina. The methods used to resolve the POWI 
MlAissue constitute a perplexing emotional minefield. The 
one constant is that the answers to our POW/MIAquestions 
can only be found in Vietnam. Though the country has a 
transition of younger, more liberal leaders, it remains 
communist and repressive. Like its communist partners, it 
has a history of bartering POWIMIAs to achieve financial 
assistance and diplomatic recognition. 

nam. Depending on who is reporting, this 
proposal has been neither rejected nor 
accepted but is under consideration. Of 
course, the POW /MIA issue is at the heart 
of this effort, together with resolving the 
Cambodian affair. 

"The United States 
must learn 

from its historical 

The president and Defense Secretary 
Dick Cheney have reiterated the 
administration's position that the POWI 
MIA issue remains a high national prior­
ity and indicated that to think otherwise 
was outlandish. Mr. Cheney further in­
dicated that the fullest possible account­A new book, Kiss the Boys Goodby, has 

experiences" 
been released and Senators Jesse Helms and Charles 
Grassly have prepared an examination of U.S. policy toward 
POWIMIAs, A highly decorated Vietnam veteran who was 
chief of the Defense intelligence Agency's Special Office 
of POWIMIAs, charged that the U.S. Government was 
abandoning our POWIMIAs and conducting a cover-up. 
Colonel Peck resigned his position in frustration, and as a 
career officer, figuratively fell on his sword as Secretary 
of Defense Cheney cited "an internal Pentagon inquiry" 
that found no foundation to support charges ofimpropriety, 
Mr. Cheney subsequently announced that "no further action 
is required in this case." 

Hanoi has approved the opening of a temporary office, 
staffed by DOD personnel. This office is intended to facili­
tate joint U.S.-Vietnamese field investigation of possible 
MIA sites and to research Vietnamese archives. Various 
legislators hope to establish an independent office in Hanoi, 
staffed by private agencies, to augment the government 
office. The National League of Families opposes the estab­
lishment of such an office, regardless of the humanitarian 
intent. In voicing its opposition, a League spokesman said, 
"There is no responsible or viable substitute for govern­
ment-to-government negotiations in utilization of the ex­
pertise of technical specialists in the Joint Casualty Reso­
lution Center and the Central Identification Laboratory. It 
is the League's belief that only with such experience, effec­
tive results be achieved," 

Flexing its lobbying muscle, big business has garnered 
congressional support to lift the economic embargo placed 
on Vietnam some 16 years ago. Vietnam is now seen as a 
ripe plum in the international marketplace and the compe­
tition is fierce to pluck it before the Japanese open up the 
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ability will be obtained, regardless of the international 
relationship with Vietnam and that if any American prison­
ers are still alive, the United States will bring them home. 

The rate of progress achieved to date in resolving this 
issue does not necessarily reflect public commitment to the 
administration's position that the POWIMIA issue is "of 
highest national priority." The United States must learn 
from its historical experiences and not fall prey to diplo­
matic and economic bartering nor downplay the signifi­
cance of resolving the POWIMIA issue. A snapshot of 
three alledged American MIAs was recently released to the 
media, adding further to the controversy that Americans 
are still captive in Indochina, The release of this photograph 
raises the question: Was Colonel Peck that far offbase or is 
this just another cruel hoax? 

With the passage of time and emphasis on international 
economy, have we reached a point where numbers mean 
more than the inventory? Are we approaching a point 
where the issue may be absorbed or balanced against 
international market competitiveness and economic insta­
bility? One shudders to think of the 
possibilities of international and po­
litical intrigue designed to place a pain­
ful period of American history into a 
closed file buried within the bowels of 
the Pentagon. Such a thought is out­
landish yet Americans remain 
unaccounted for as the league prepares 
for its 23rd annual meeting. * 

Robert L. Jones is AMVETS national executive director. 
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STON E continued (rom page 9 

circumstances suggested imminent capture 
or death. The remainder involved air losses 
during which, the United States is convinced, 
crew members ejected alive over populated 
areas. It was agreed that the JCRC and its 
Vietnamese counterpart, the Vietnamese Of­
fice for Seeking Missing Persons (VNOSMP), 

would focus discussions and Vietnamese uni­
lateral efforts on these cases. As a result of 
General Vessey's mission, the Vietnamese 
resumed the technical-level dialogue and be­
gan to repatriate more remains. 

A significant development occurred in 1988, 
when the Vietnamese allowed Americans to 
investigate discrepancy cases in Vietnam. In 
13 intensive periods offield work, JCRC inves­
tigators have gone from one end of Vietnam to 
the other. 

Most of the losses in Laos will probably be 
resolved thorough crash-site excavations or 
grave-site recovery efforts. The Laotian gov­
ernment permitted the first excavation of an 
American aircraft crash site in February 1985. 
Since then, there have been recovery opera­
tions at 13 crash sites. Recently, a JCRC team 
investigated two cases of Americans known to 
have been held as prisoners of war in the Sam 
Neua Cave area. Eyewitnesses provided new 
information about their fate. This precedent­
setting opportunity to investigate cases of 
men known to have been held for a period of 
time was very important. The U.S. govern­
ment hopes that a recent agreement will lead 
to a year-round approach and a quicker pace. 

The situation in Cambodia has remained 
extremely complicated because of the difficult 
political situation there. Nevertheless, in 
August 1990, a JCRC team met with officials 
of the Vietnamese-backed government in 
Phnom Penh. Folders of case material con­
cerning each American MIA in Cambodia have 
since been presented to them. The govern­
ment in Phnom Penh has repatriated some 
remains, but they cannot be identified as 
American. In the meantime, until there is a 
comprehensive peace settlement in Cambodia 
and a legitimate government in power, the 
JCRC is not likely to have the opportunity to 
do the kind of work now underway in Laos and 
Vietnam. 

Of course, the critical question aboutAmeri­
cans missing in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia 
is whether any of them might still be alive and 
held against their will. The JCRC raised the 
question of live Americans at all recurring 
technical meetings with Vietnamese officials. 
JCRC interviewers give highest priority to 
reports of Americans having been seen alive in 
Southeast Asia. Most importantly, the field 
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investigations in Vietnam and those begun in 
Laos focus on individuals most likely to be the 
Americans held in those countries today. 

During the past 34 months, the investiga­
tions have provided critical information about 
these men, even though it has not been proven 
that there are Americans either being held 
captive or ,living freely in Vietnam, Laos or 
Cambodia. Two agencies playing a key role in 
all these efforts are the Defense Intelligence 
Agency and the U.S. Army's Central Identifi-
cation Laboratory (below). Meanwhile, the 
men and women of the JCRC remain firmly 
committed to achieving the fullest accounting 
for their missing comrades. -(:( 

Colonel Harvey is commander of the Joint Casualty Resolution 
Center. A Vietnam veteran and specialist in Southeast Asian 
affairs, he commanded the first U.S. field operations conducted in 
Laos and Vietnam since the war and has overseen the development 
of a technical-level dialogue with those two countries. 

HANDLED WITH CARli 

The proce88 uaed by the Central Identification LaboratGry(ClIL) 
In Honolulu. Hawaii, to identity the remaiDaotu.-mume4 

i. one of the Army'. moot tp""i,liHCl operatiODl. 'nIe outIiIIe otit 
here may provide peace ofmlnd to families ofmllliDl AaIeriaau. 

Becauae the remaiDa reeelwd by the CD. .... ftequaatJ;y _ 
minIJad, the fIrat step In the identlftcation~. II to...,.I.11 
them Into separate and IlIIIque Indlvlduala. 0.. tbiI II ..... 
phyoieal forensic anthropolOjJlate and a fbreuic odontolatlilt.­
amine each set ofremalna and document thelrllndinp ina __ 
of charta, forma and .peclaI nanatiY8 etatementa, JIadioIrapJJIc 
and photoBraphic equipment II uaed In wbleh anthropokllfcal 
data can be obtained from the remaiDa to determine .... I'IIC8.-. 
muacuJarity. handacIneas and heilht, 88 weIl88inc11eationo at".. 
existing almorma1itlea or il\iuries. 

While these procedures are 80m, on. caaualty.data ..w".ta 
uae exiatin& Intel1lpnce information to idiIntity euuaItlea tbet 
could beaaaociateci with the remaiDa. 'nIe pouiblIItlaaotpntanU., 
aaaociation are narrowed by uaingmapa and computerizecl data to 
idantlty known incident or crash aites I'aIIlng within an eatIb­
lished radiua of the reportecl recovery.ite of the remalna. Thellleo 
of all individuala known to be !oat within that cirde .... the 
analyHCl for available identilfing data. 

After thoroush documentation of the comparIaoo II compl4Jtad, 
the CIL makes a 1'8COIIlDI8Ildation that ill reviewed by • team of 
profeaaionaJ eonaultanl8, normally COIIIiatIng of two I8IIIor boIInl 
certified phyoical anthropolOjJlate and one oenior boarIker1:Ifted 
forenaic odontolocillt. Iftbill'8COlllmeDdation fbr idantillcatillll It 
concurred In. it It pro9idad to the nat otkln tbrouib the pezoem 
military aerviee. At tbiI point, Ibe nat atkln canlOliclt l!rIa an 
Indapencient expert another opinion to be conoid red by tile 
Army'. team of eonaultanl8 befbre a ftnaJ deelalaa It macIe. 

After an identifteation baa been approved. the remaiDa depIII't 
Hickam Air Force Baae, Hawaii. wilb full mllituyhonanl. fbrthe 
Air ForceMortuaryatTravilAirForceBaae, CaJIf..where they .... 
held pending disposition inatructiona from the nat of kin. If the 
elL recommendation i. disapproved, thecaae ill refeJTed back to the 
laboratory for further review. -R41ph E. Hall, PNC 
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TRIUMPHANT 
RETURN 
A grateful nation says "Thank You' 

to the troop. of Desert Storm , 
as thousands turn out in 

the Capital for the 
National Victory 1 

Celebration 
JuneS 





Quadalcanal 
August 1944 

A TASTE OF GLORY 
On July 5, 1942, U.S. intelligence intercepted a Japanese 
radio message ordering construction forces ashore at 
Guadalcanal-an atoll no larger than 100 miles long and 
35 miles wide. Their orders were to build an airstrip 
so that Japanese planes in the Solomon islands 
could be positioned closer to Allied shipping 
lanes supplying New Zealand and Australia. 

Meanwhile, the largest Marine unit ever as· 
sembled under one command had set sail from New 
Zealand. The First Marine Division, activatedjust six 
months earlier at New Riuer, N.C., had been tasked to 
recouer Guadalcanal. Maj. Gen. Alexander A. Vandegrift, 
division commander. had beengivenjust 6 weeks to train up 
his troops-many of them recruits fresh out of boot camp. 
Many of the senior officers and enlisted men were reservists 
or veterans of the 1925 Nicaraguan campaign and it was not 
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uncommon to also see an occasional World War 1 veteran. 
By August 7, Naval Task Force 61 was steaming toward 
the Solomons to launch the first American land offensiue 

in the Pacific. Fifteen transports headed for 
Guadalcanal, while eight more sailed toward nearby 

Tulagi, TanambogoandGauutu with some 19,000 
U.S. Marines. 
MostAmericans could not find Guadalcanal on 

a map when the diuision handed the Japanese their 
first land defeat, but the spirit o{Guadalcanal became 

a rallying point for uictory in the Pacific. This is the story 
of Sgt. Michael Capraro o{Utica, N. Y., a Marine in Trans· 

port Group X·Ray preparing for Operation Watchtower­
derisiuely dubbed Operation Shoestring by the Marines­
and an amphibious assault on the tiny coral island's shore, 
codenamed Red Beach. 
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Unlike the contested landing 
across the channel on Tulagi, your 
landing on Guadalcanalwent 
unchallenged. What were your 
first moments on the island like? 
We were an assault battalion and we 
were given an aerial photograph show· 
ing a patch that was obviously a cleared 
field. But it turned out to be kunai 
grass, which is like elephant grass and 
it's formidable. You can't even bum it. 
We were given an azimuth of 260 de­
grees. You couldn't take a compass 
reading, because the grass was so high 
and the jungle was so thick. 

Didn't the Navy bomb all that out? 
No. Never believe that about any off­
shore shelling. We were to attack an 
objective called the "Grassy Knoll ," 
which turned out later to be Mt. Austen, 
but we never made it. We went ashore 
wielding machetes trying to take a 
heading, trying to take a bearing. We 
couldn't see anything, horizons were 
cut off by the coconut trees aod we 
settled into a perimeter defense. 

Six Marines eventually earned the 
Medal of Honor for heroism dur­
ing the campaign. What did the 
division expect when you landed 
on the island? 
First of all, we were all very green. I 
was a sergeant when we went ashore 
August 7. We'd been aboard ship pretty 
close to 60 days at that time and we 
were just anxious to get off. We had no 
appreciation ofthe terrain, the enemy, 
or the whole concept of war. Ijoined for 
adventure and travel and all of a sud­
den we got war. We had a young 
second lieutenant who had been pr<>­
mated from the ranks. The night be­
fore, while we were on the transport 
The George Elliott-which was later 
sunk with all our gear still on it-he 
gave us a pep talk. He meant well, but 

"NightAttack-BloodyRidge"Copposite)was 
completed by Colonel Dickson after the war, 
when he was with Leatherneck magazine. 
A major when he landed on Guadalcanal 
as the regimental adjutant of the 5th 
Marim!8. he sketched many scenes such as 
"Fora Pal - (page 27)and had his work later 
featured in Life magazine. The 1st Division 
patch designed by Col. Merrill Twining, 
operations officer for General Vandergrift. 
was the first one approved during World 
War 11. Capraro, who joined the Marines 
in 1940, was later recalled to active duty 
during the Korean War (lower right). 
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he was overly dramatic when he said, 
"Tomorrow, we'll face the enemy and 
remember, you've got to go out there 
and kill, kill , kill." I looked around at 
some of my senior noncoms and they 
just blanched a little. We knew what 
the hell we had to do; we didn't need 
this Knute IWckne approach. 

Weren't many of the division's 
young officers straight from Offi­
cer Candidate School, with very 
little experience? 
I think they all went to school on 
Guadalcanal. It was a school for so 
many of the leaders that the Corps 

DAY WALTERS 

produced during the war. Basically, 
this old breed carried the load through­
out World War II aod into Korea. 

Major naval battles were taking 
place in Sealark Channel-often 
called Ironbottom Bay because of 
the amount of shipping sunk. Dog 
fights were fought overhead, while 
the "leg" Marines were engaging 
the enemy almost daily. How 
would you describe this turmoil? 
On Guadalcanal, there was the one 
word to describe our situation for at 
least 4 or 5 months: precarious. We 
just didn't know what was going to 
happen next . . One thing about any 
combat situation is you never have the 
big picture. I'd visit the bivouac areas 
where the platoon leaders knew me as 
the intelligence officer and they all 
presumed tbat I was privy to what was 
going on. So whenever I would visit, 
they would ask what "the latest scoop· 
was. I didn't have any, but I was 
inclined to pick some of it up from 
them. 

How did you get into intelligence? 
I became proficient in map reading. 
It's very important to be able to read a 
map and know where you're going and 
how to get back. I was the head of the 
section in 2ndBattalion,1st Regiment, 
1st Marine Division. Because of the 
job I did, I was promoted to platoon 
sergeaot and then they handed me a 
commission in November. just about 
the time that we left and headed for 
Australia to recover. Later, I was pro­
moted to captain at the age of20 or 21. 

Your first major confrontation 
with the Japanese came at what 
the Americans called "Alligator 
Creek"-The Tenaru River­
against 900 crack troops com­
manded by Col. Kiyono Ichiki_ 
What happened there that earned 
it the name "Hell's Point?" 
It was the night of the 21st [August), 
and we had the grunts out around the 
perimeter, stringing barbed wire and 
hanging chow cans on it. We knew that 
when those things started rattling in 
the middle of the night, that was it. 

What happened next? 
About two in the momlng, the rattling 
started aod then everything opened 
up; all the machineguns were on pre-



fixed fire. We fired as they came across 
a sand spit that was about 50 feet long 
and about 20 feet wide. Colonel Pol­
lock-the man who gave me my com· 
mission-was so calm, walking around 
and directing things, looking, asking 
questions, stopping to encourage this 
one man or that one. In my mind, he 
was a leader, a professional soldier. 
He was unafraid and exposing himself 
to fire. That, to me, was leadership, 
not that young novice aboard the Elliott 
who said "kill , kill.' The thing that 
stood out that night was an apprecia­
tion for Marine Corps leadership 8S set 
by its officers, noncoms and men. 

It's been estimated that 35-51,000 
Japanese soldiers died on the 'Ca­
nal from the time you landed until 
the island was declared secure on 
Feb. 9, 1943. What were your im­
pressions of the enemy that night? 
We'd been led to believe they were 
small, puny people with bad eyesight. 
What I saw were well-built, muscled 
athletes. These were well-conditioned, 
well-fed, well-disciplined, determined, 
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and fanatic soldiers. When they at­
tacked, it was like watching a football 
game. They'd try to charge through 
the center of the line and then huddle 
up and try again. They were just being 
ripped apart and it was obvious by 
about 10 [a.m.] that we had stopped 
them. 

After the battle at Alligator 
Creek-which cost 34 Marines 
their lives while 75 others were 
wounded-what were your 
battalion's responsibilities? 
Patrolling. Everyday I'd lead 200 men 
out beyond our line, because it's essen­
tial that you putout your antenna. We 
were the antenna, patrolling 10, 15 
miles a day in swamp water up to our 
chests. 

On a swampy island infested with 
rats and leeches, what presented 
the greatest threat to the Marines 
beside the Japanese? 
First, hunger and then malaria. We 
experienced everything on Guad­
alcanal, but I was hungry most of the 
time. You only got two meals a day. My 
hunger was so strong that it was caus­
ing hallucinations. On the morning of 
the 21st, we saw this carnage, where 
the Japanese were literally shredded 
by our Tincan (off-shore naval de­
stroyer) fire, antitank guns and mor­
tars, and machinegun fire. I saw the 
burned thigh of a Japanese soldier 
and, so help me, I thought it was a 
ham. That kind of hallucination made 
it just total all-out war for us. Food was 
a real problem and we lived off the 
J apanese food left behind. We once 
uncovered a Japanese cache with 
dried powder and we thought it was 
powdered eggs. Well, we cartad the 
stuff off and on the way back, it turned 
out that it was tooth powder. 

Some 5,600 additional Marine ca­
sualties were from the effects of 
malaria and other jungle maladies. 
What were the effects of these dis­
eases on you? 
We had the malaria and that was for 
real, though I didn't recognize it until 
I got off the 'Canal. I was very thin­
we had dysentery-and weighed about 
100 Ibs in late November after being 
about 145 when I got there. 

Adm. Frank Fletcher once said, 

"After a battle is over people talk a 
lot about how decisions were me­
thodically reached, but actually 
there's always a hell of a lot of 
groping around." Didyouencoun­
ter situations where you found 
yourself groping? 
I'll never forget; once we came to a 
ridge and I halted the company. I 
climbed the ridge, hand-over-hand, to 
the top, then raised my head ... smack 
into the face ofa Japanese soldier. He 
was as shocked as I was; he fell back 
and I fell back, and I rolled down the 
hill. That was typical of patrols. I was 
even ambushed once. I know this 
sounds corny, but! felt God was watch­
ing over me. After the first night when 
I saw how death can strike at any time, 
Ijust relaxed and said there was noth­
ing that I could do; I'm in God's hands. 

Adm. "Bull" Halsey said "The 
coastwatchers saved Guadalcanal, 
and Guadalcanal saved the Pa­
cific." What was it like working 
with the native scouts. 
I was working with the locals-the 
"fuzzy wuzzies," as the Aussies called 
them-and picked up pidgin English 
from them. They taught me how to 
smell the Japanese in the jungle. The 
Japanese would throw off a distinct 
body odor from their diets , and I guess 
they could smell us. Certainly, the 
fuzzy wuzzies could smell both of us 
and they could make the distinction. 
While I was with them, I learned how 
to move through the jungle without 
making any noise and how to survive 
in the swamp water. 

How did you pass the time when 
you weren't patrolling? 
There was a lot of card playing going 
on. I sent money home in envelopes 
stuffed with $1 bills, because my sister 
was going to college. We had one man 
in H Company from Pittsburgh who 
was a legend. He was a professional 
gambler and, when he went ashore, he 
had $3,000 in a sock tied to his belt. He 
hired a bodyguard, a BAR man, whose 
job was to keep him alive. I just buried 
my first sergeant, Francis Patrick 
"Paddy' McGrath, not too long ago in 
Arlington and I had taken $100 from 
him during the air raids on the 'Canal. 
He liked to come into my foxhole and 
we would sit there playing blackjack. 
At his grave site, I promised that I'd 
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pay him back his 100 bucks and sent a 
check to the 1st Marine Division schol­
arship fund in his name. 

You m en t ioned th e recent war in 
the Middle East and compared it 
with the t aking of the island _ H ow 
were t h ese b a ttles differ en t? 
When you talk of the "mother of all 
battles," I think of the maturing, the 
feeling of responsibility and the full 
impact of what a war is. It means 
people are going to get killed. The war 
there in Iraq was so short that they 
might not have had the full impact. 
Then I remember the lack of food, the 
malaria, the air raids. Every night we 
were shelled by destroyers, cruisers, 
battleships and submarines. It was 
the mother of all battles. I think that's 

Not how I was going to cope with it, but 
how would my mother cope. That was 
the meaning of death to a fighting 
man. Not only that you get killed, but 
you get killed in some far-ofT place that 
has no meaning to anybody. I was up 
there for 15 days, and when I walked 
out, itwas with the pride you feel when 
you've given all that you've got, sur· 
mounting incredible odds for a cause 
that you believe in. This is what I call 
glory. I had that same feeling on 
Guadalcanal. 

H ave you wanted to return to the 
'Canal sin ce you left? 
I have no desire to go back anywhere. 
I'm 69 years old and I've seen a lot. But 
now I don't think I'm really relevant 
anymore. I'm part of the vanishing 

COL OONALD OK;KS()N, USMCR, RET. 

"Itls always 
going to 
take ••• the 
blood of 
grunts, the 
sweat of 
grunts and 
the fear 
of grunts." 

COURTESY MARINE CORPS MUSEUM 

the first battle where we had the whole 
shooting works thrown at us. 

You were la ter recalled to active 
duty and served in Korea , landing 
at Inch on a nd getting trapped a t 
the Ch osin Reservoir_ Wha t went 
through your mind as th e Chinese 
closed in ? 
I realized what the meaning of death 
was when the Chinese came and caught 
us by surprise. We were surrounded 
by 300,000 of them and I decided I'd 
make my peace with the Lord. I kept 
thinking that, here I am in a waste­
land, 25 below zero with all those Chi­
nese out there who were going to 
trample all over me and leave my re­
mains out there. I thought "how was 
my mother going to cope with that." 
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breed, so it's hard to go back and figure 
out what all that bloodletting was all 
about. I believe, down deep in my 
heart, I'm a pacifist. I just hate to see 
American blood spilled anywhere. This 
whole business about war-bombs and 
all that-bothers me, because the 
primitive warrior can dig down into 
the ground and survive all of these 
things. And it's always going to take 
Americans-the blood of grunts, the 
sweat of grunts and the fear of grunts­
to take him out. <Cl 

Capraro left the Marines as a major 
and later retired from the CIA. A real 
estate broker who currently resides in 
Virginia,he was interviewed by Danny 
Devine, national programs director. 

• 
DESERT STORM 
A Commemorative Salute 

The official salute, this 52 page, full color 
photographic essay gives you a behind the 
scenes look at the war. Illustrated with over 
130 photographs, and narrated with an 
eyewitness chronolog~' of events, this 
collector's ilem includes letters of 
commendation from President Bush, 
Secretary Cheney, Generals Powell and 
Schwarzkopf and others. It is the only book 
created with full access to the extensive 
resources of the Department o( Defense and 
the White House. lts quality & authenticity 
make it a collector's item. A percentage of 
the revenue (rom each book supports a 
coalition of 20 Veteran's groups. 

Mail $9.95 pi"" $2.00 Shipping {/ Handling 
for each C<lfry 10; 

Grabhom Studio, Inc. 
PO Box 3529 ~-

W"hin,oon. D.C. lrx:tJ7-OO19 ~ 
(lOlI19B.9191 

DESERT STORM 
VETS 
010 THEIR JOB ••• 
LET'S 00 OURS 
Reservists and National Guard 
members are entitled to their old jobs 
under the Veterans' Reemployment 
Rights Laws. 

If you're an employer or a Vet and 
need to know more about your 
rights and responsibilities, 
call today for more information. 

1-800-442-2VET 

National Security-Job Security ... 
WORKING TOGETHER 

u.s. Department of Labor ~ 
Beeause publication of the .pring illue wu delayed. '1"M 
NotiolwlAMVETregTet8 tbatour readen were not able to 
take advantage of the apedal offer related to the Korean 
War Memorial coin, advertised in that issue on page 27. 



Remember Them. 

With the 50th ann iversary 
of the attack on Pearl Harbor 
andAmerica'sentry into World 
War II coming up in Decem­
ber, what better commeratives 
than our new WWII pins. 

These exclusive pins­
made in the U.S.A. by veter­
ans-are si lk-screened on 22-
karat gold plated metal and 
epoxy-coated for extra dura­
bility. The cost: $9.64 total 
for the set. 

This limited edition pin com­
bines the traditional Pearl Har­
bor pearl with a new anniver­
sary wreath adapted from the 
AMVET logo. Ideal for fund­
raisers ... on ly $9.50 for 10 
pins (minimum order). 

Order now while supplies 
last. Send your check or 
money order to-

AMVETS 
National Quartermaster 
4647 Forbes Boulevard 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 




