


Go to the Wall.

And be proud of it, because you built it.
When you join AMVETS this winter in Hawaii
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
attack on Pear| Harbor, be sure to visit the
Vermont marble Wall of Names acquired and
dedicated by AMVETS aboard the U.S.S. Ari-
zona honoring the 1,177 who died defending
her—including the 1,102 still entombed in
her hull. AMVETS was born as a result of the
war that started that day, and you will unite
with other AMVETS and veterans observing
the most significant event in the history of the
organization.

Special events during the week of Decem-
ber 2-9 include—

0 Hawaii Remembrance Day on 4th;

a Survivor's Day on the 5th;

0 Reflections Day on the 6th; and

o President Bush's address on the 7th.
You'll also have opportunities to enjoy the
island pleasures of Honolulu.
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Hilton Hawaiian Village  Pleasant Holiday Isle

ContactHeather Smith at George Kun Travel
at 1-800-776-7505 for all flight arrangements
and for hotel information on the Hilton Ha-
waiian Village or the Pleasant Holiday Isle
(rates are based on double occupancy and
space is limited).

Make plans now for your special visit to the
wall and help unfurl the AMVETS colors to
honor all who fought and died in the war.




THE NATIONAL

AMVET

SUMMER 1991 » THE MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN VETERANS = VOL. 40, NO. 3

3 Commander's Vlew Vaughn L. Brown, Sr.

5 Where Are They?
John McCain
Joe B. Harvey
Carl W. Ford

12  In the Running

13 Keeping Posted Danny Devine
14 Focus on AMVETS

16 Hillwatch Jonathan Gaffney

18 From National
James Singler
James Kenney
Robert L. Wilbraham
Nita I, Cornell
Ted Leszkiewicz

20 Commentary Robert L. Jones
22  Trlumphant Return

24 A Taste of Qlory Michael Capraro/Danny Devine

Cover: Haunting questions persist concerning the fate of Americans
missing in Southeast Asia since the end of the Vietnam War. The search
for answers goes on with clear indications that the Vietnameze know
more than they are telling. Photo by Day Walters.

THE NATIONAL AMVET (ISSN 0027-853X) is published quarterly by AMVETS, 4647 Forbes
Boulevard, Lanham, MD 20706; (301X459-9600. © 1991 by TS. All rights reserved.
TS is a congressionally chartered veterans organization whose members have served from
World War Il to the 11:1resent. With more than 1,300 posts across the country, AMVETS is dedicated to
helping veterans help themselves, promoting worldp peace and preserving the American way of life.
T members receive subscriptions as part of their membership. Nonmember domestic sub-
scriptions: $10 one-year; $17 two-year; $24 three-year. Foreign subscribers should add $1 to these
prices. Subscriptions are available by writing to the above address or by calling (301)459-9600.
Materials in this publication may not be reprinted without permission and appropriate credit.
Requests for permission should be directed to the editor in writing or by calling (301)459-3600.
Unsolicited manuscripte must be accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed envelope.
For advertising information, write The National AMVET, 6110 Executive Boulevard, Suite 810,
Rochville, MD 20452; (301)384-7333 (telephone), (301)884-7340 (FAX).

SUMMER 1991

Chartered by Congress, July 23, 1947

National Officers 1980-61

National Commander
Vaughn L. Brown, Sr. (PA)

Natlonal Firet Vices Cmdr., Membership
James Singler {OH)

National 8scond Vice Cmdr., Programs
James Henney (NY)

National Finance Officer
Harold F. Slawson (SC)

Natlonal Judge Advocate
Arthur W. Klingel, Jr. (NY}

National Provost Marshal
Edward Jones (NC)

National Chaplain
Paul E'?.Sanborg, Jr. (MA

Commander, National District |
Joseph St. Michel (ME)

Commander, Natlonal District Il
Gregory J. Walsh (PA)
Commander, National District Il
William Bates (GA)

Commander, Natlonal District IV
Eddie J. Sperry (IL)

Commander, National District ¥
Robert D. Brawer (KS)

Commander, National District V1
Art Berry (AZ)

Natlional Headquarters

National Executive Director
Robert L. Jones

Controller
Robert Thompson

National Service Director
Noel C. Woosley

D-pm{ Natlonal Service Director
Wes Riker

National Leglaiative Dirsctor
Jonathan G;Eney

National Legisiative Assistant
Ed Howell

National Programs Director
Daniel C. Devine

National Public Relstions Director
Richard W. Flanagan

National Publi¢ Relations Assistiant
Anita M. DiGregory

National Memberahip Director
Gregory Floberg

National Quartermaster

Tish Hall

National Printier
Elias Lambrakopoulos

Natlonal Service Foundation

Executive Director
Joe F. Ramsey, Jr.

Assistant Executive Director
Frank T, Huray

lg!lhrlnoslrnor
Richard W. Flanagan

Assistant Editor
Anita M. DiGregory

Production
Graphica, Lanham, Md.

Printin,
Beacon Press, Richmond, Va.







COMMANDER'S VIEW

Promote world peace. Preserve the American way of life.
Help the veteran help himself. These are our organiza-
tional goals going back to 1944, As your national com-
mander, I have been able to see problems overcome and
challenges met in order to reach these goals. In this past
year, I have traveled extensively throughout this nation
and I've seen the quality of work being done by our depart-
mente and posts. The methods may have been different but
the outcome was always the same; you were working hard
to help others and to improve your communities.

It is one of the more gratifying aspects of my position to
be able to see these contributions. Membership, for ex-
ample, was up 1,272 more as of July 1 than 199(s year-end
total. The NSOs have also done a great job this year—
especially with VAVS. Inthe field, program developmentin
the areas of veteran and community service is exceptional.
And the support you have given toour veterans of Operation
Desert SHIELD/DESERT STorM is greatly appreciated, not
only by AMVETS, but also by all those you have touched
with your generosity. By writing letters, sending care
packages, adopting platoons and hosting or attending sup-
port rallies, you showed these veterans that AMVETS and
America stand behind them.

Through hard work, we are making some real headway
in veterans service. Take the National Victory Celebration

in Washington, D.C., on June
8—when I joined with leaders
of other congressionally char-
tered veterans organizationsto
honor the brave men and 2

women of Operation DeserT STorM (pages 22-23). These 20
organizations formed the coalition that sponsored the pa-
rade. This was just one of the many instances where people
have recognized what an important contribution veterans
are making in this country.

T've noticed something else in my travels, too. We are
proud of who we are and what we’ve done on our journey so
far. We take pride in our service as veterans and pride in
our service to veterans. And we should be proud of the
accomplishments we have made this far since they are the
tools we use in achieving our organizational goals. You have
definitely been “serving with pride.” Please continue in
your devotion to AMVETS and America’s veterans.

a'r@%.m..

VaucuN L. BRown, Sk.
National Commander

Small Company’s New Golf Ball Flies Too
Far; Could Obsolete Many Golf Courses

Pro Hits 400-Yard Tee Shots During Test Round
Want To Shoot An Eagle or Two?

By Mike Henson

MERIDEN, CT — A small golf company in
Connecticut has created a new, super ball that flies like
a U-2, putts with the steady roll of a cue ball and bites
the green on approach shots like a dropped cat. But
don’t look for it on weekend TV. Long-hitting pros
could make a joke out of some of golf’s finest courses
with it. One pro who tested the ball drove it 400 yards,
reaching the green on all but the longest par-fours.
Scientific tests by an independent lab using a hitting
machine prove the ball out-distances major brands
dramatically. '

* The ball’s extraordinary distance comes partly from
a revolutionary new dimple design that keeps the ball
aloft longer. But there’s also a secret change in the core
that makes it rise faster off the clubhead. Another
change reduces air drag. The result is a ball that gains
altitude quickly, then sails like a glider. None of the
changes is noticeable in the ball itself.

Despite this extraordinary performance the com-
pany has a problem. A spokesman put it this way: ““In
golf you need endorsements and TV publicity. This is
what gets you in the pro shops and stores where 95%
of all golf products are sold. Unless the pros use your
ball on TV, you're virtually locked out of these outlets.

TV advertising is too expensive to buy on your own, at
least. for us.

“Now, you've seen how far this ball can fly. Can you
imagine a pro using it on TV and eagle-ing par-fours? It
would turn the course into a par-three, and real men
don't play par-three’s. This new fly-power forces us to
sell it without relying on pros or pro-shops. One way is
to sell it direct from our plant. That way we can keep
the name printed on the ball a secret that only a buyer
would know. There’s more to golf than tournaments,
you know.”

The company guarantees a golfer a prompt refund if
the new ball doesn’t cut five to ten strokes off his or her
average score. Simply return the balls — new or used —
to the address below. ““No one else would dare do that,”
boasted the company’s director.

If you would like an eagle or two, here’s your best
chance yet. Write your name and address and “Code
Name 8" (the ball’s R&D name) on a piece of paper and
send it along with a check (or your credit card number and
expiration date) to National Golf Center {Dept. S-98},
500 8, Broad St., Meriden, CT 06450. Or phone 203-238-
2712, 8-8 Eastern time. No P.O. boxes, all shipments are
UPS. One dozen “S” balls cost $24.95 (plus $3.00 shipping
& handling), two to five dozen are only $22.00 each, six
dozen are only $109.00. You save $55.70 ordering six.
Shipping is free on two or more dozen. Specify white or
Hi-Vision yellow.
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The importance of
the POW /MIA issue
to Americans
prompts a return

to Vietnam

FULFILLING
AN
OBLIGATION

In April, I traveled te Vietnam for the second
time since the United States ended its mili-
tary invelvement in that troubled country. In
meetings with senior officials there I discussed
a range of issues affecting U.8./Vietnam rela-
tions—among them a political settlement of
the Cambodian conflict, the terms and pros-
pects for normalization of our relations with
Vietnam and political prisoners in Vietnam.

The principle subject I wished to address
with Vietnamese leaders was the fullest pos-
gible accounting of those Americans who are
still listed as missing in action or as prisoners
of war in Southeast Asia. T believe there has
been some progress in resolving this issue in
recent months. There remain, however, more
than 2,000 Americans unaccounted for as a
resultof the Vietnam War. Many in the United
States believe that a number of these men are
still alive and being held against their will in
Vietnam.

Much greater progress is necessary before
we can say with any confidence that the fullest
possible accounting for our POW/MIAs has
been. Many Americans continue to view this
issue as the single greatest impediment to
improved relations with Vietnam. Accordingly,
I believed that I had an obligation to impreas
on the Vietnamese the singular importance of
this issue to the American people.

Evidence exists to suggest that Vietnam is
warehousing the remains of many U.S, ser-
vicemen. In my talks with Vietnamese For-
eign Minister Npuyen Co Thach, I argued that
the best way to advance toward resolution of
this issue would be for Vietnam to repatriate
all American remains and all living Ameri-
cans who may be in the custody of the Viet-
namese people. Thach responded that there
by John McCain were no Americans being held against their

will in Vietnam and that his government was
not holding American remains.

Given the increase in reports contradicting
Thach’s denials, I talked at length with him
about establishing an American POW/MIA
office in Hanoi to facilitate greater coopera-
tion between our two governments on these
investigations. In addition to improving coop-
eration in joint field investigations and re-
search of Vietnamese war archives, I believe
that such an office should serve as a liaison
between the families of POW/MIAs and the
Vietnamese government so that the families
can make arrangements with Hanoi to inves-
tigate the fates of their relatives for them-
selves on their own.

Thach assured me that he supported the
office and endorsed my suggestions for its
official responsibilities. He promised me that
Vietnam would meet all U.S. conditions for
establishing the office. Shortly after my trip,
Thach and Gen. John Vessey jointly announced
an agreement to establish the office. Should
the office be allowed to function in the capacity
I have described, I believe it would facilitate
progress toward resolving many remaining
questions about American POW/MIAs. Gen-
eral Veasey deserves our deepest gratitude for
his efforts to affect progress on what should be
the nation’s highest priority.

We have by no means reached the stage in
our accounting of POW/MIAs where we should
relinquish all of our tools for persuading Viet-
nam to make greater progress. 1 am convinced
that lifting the trade embargo now would
unnecessarily limit our ability to compel fur-
ther cooperation from the Vietnamese in this
and other humanitarian issues. _

Moreover, considerable controversy has
recently arisen over the process by which the
U.S. government seeks and analyses informa-
tion on our POW/MIAs. Col. Millard Peck,
former director of the Defense Intelligence
Agency office charged with this responsibility,
has made serious accusations that POW/MIAs
are no longer assigned the highest national
priority. Recent reports and publications have
endorsed his argument, and his allegations
deserve serious examination. The time has
come for the process to be more open to the
public so that Congress and the American
people can judge for themselves whether it is
functioning correctly. I recently introduced
legislation, S. 1270, that would require the
government to disclose information it has col-
lected on POW/MTIAs—including live-sighting
reports of Americans in Southeast Asia.

I feel strongly that the imperatives of na-
tional security, family privacy and the public’s
need to know must be reconciled in any legis-
lation directing the disclosure of classified
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The July opening of a temporary United
States POW/MIA office in Hanoi could im-
prove accounting efforts if the Vietnamese
government decides to get more serious. If
permitted, the experts assigned to this office
willinvestigate live-sighting reports, examine
Vietnamese wartime records and archives,
facilitate forensic review and repatriation of
remains unilaterally recovered by the Viet-
namese and conduct advance planning for
increased joint field activity. Rapid investiga-
tion of live-sighting reports and analysis of the
results is our highest priority; however, uni-
lateral actions of the Vietnamese, access to
wartime records, and expanded field activity
are central to resolving the prisoner question.

In early April 1991, Assistant Secretary of
State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Rich-
ard Solomon presented to Vietnam’s Ambas-
gador to the United Nations Le Mai, a
“roadmap” of the pace and scope through which
bilateral U.S.-Vietnam relations would develop
inthe context of a Cambodian settlement. The
POW/MIA issue is prominent throughout this
“roadmap.” The pace and acope of the bilateral
normalization process will be directly affected
by the seriousness of Vietnam’s cooperation on
the POW/MIA issue, as well as on other hu-
manitarian concerns. Though public state-
ments from Hanoi initially were critical of the
approach, the Vietnamese have neither for-
mally accepted nor rejected it.

Laos

Since 1985, productive surveys and excava-
tions of crash sites have steadily increased in
Laos while agreements early this year be-
tween that country and the United States
have resulted in an expanded plan of year-
round POW/MIA activities. A long-sought
U.S. objective began this year; joint investiga-
tions were made into the fates of Americans
last known to have been alive under the con-
trol of the Pathet Lao. Joint surveys and recov-
eries of grave gites are scheduled throughout
the country as are expanded crash site surveys
and excavations. The Pathet Lao also agreed
to consult directly with Hanei to resolve cases
of Americans lost in areas of Laos where Viet-
namese forces were deployed during the war.
Ofthe 528 Americans unaccounted forin Laos,
85 percent were lost in such areas.

Cambodia

Despite numerous U.8. appeals for coopera-
tion on a humanitarian basis and public state-
ments from Cambodian officials that they pos-
sessed American remaing, a very limited re-
sponse has been forthcoming from the Heng
Samrin regime in Phnom Penh. In July 1990,
a U.S. technical forensic team examined 28
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sets of remains in Phnom Penh. It determined
that all but six were the remains of indigenous
Southeast Asians, Currently, 83 Americans
remain unaccounted for in Cambodia; yet
again, nearly 85 percent were lost in areas
controlled at that time by the Vietnamese.
Are wesatisfied with ourprogressinresolv-
ing the POW/MIA issue? Most assuredly not;
however, the rate of progress is directly pro-
portional to the degree of cooperation coming
out of the governments of Vietnam, Laos, and
Cambodia. The answers to the fate of the
2,273 Americans missing in Southeast Asia lie
in those countries, primarily with the govern-
ment of Vietham. Fully committed, we are
dedicating all our resources to achieving the
fullest poasible accounting of Americans miss-
ing in Southeast Asia. But until Hanoi is
convinced that resolution of the POW/MIA
issue is in their national interest and the
Vietnamese leadership decides to fully dis-
close to the United States the information we
know is available, progress on this issue will
continue to be all too slow. Nevertheless, we
are hopeful that recent indications of in-
creased seriousness offer prospects for rapid
progress. We are steadfastly committed to
redolving the POW/MIA issue and obtaining
answers. Our missing citizens, as well as their
families and friends, deserve no leas. %

Carl W. Ford is principal deputy assistant
secretary of defense for international security
affairs and deputy assistant secretary of de-
fense for East Asia and Pacific Affairs. He is
the keynote speaker for the AMVETS 47th
National Convention this August in Louis-
ville, Ky. (below).

WITH EQUAL CONCERN
Four resoluotions dealing with the POW/MIA
issuve will be considered at the AMVETS 47th
National Convention. They are—
Resolution 78. America’s Prisoners of War and
Missing in Action urges the federal ent
to increase activity to secure the release of any
POWs atill alive in Southeast Asia or the raturn
of any remains,
Readlution Y. Concerning the Korean War
MIA Ispue rrges the government to resolve the
issue of unrepatriated remains of Americans
listed as missing in action from the Korean War.
Resolution 80. Reinvestigate the POW/MIA
Controversy recommenda that Congress conduct
a full and complete hearing into the POW/MIA
contravery, :
Resclution B4. Support Presidential Envoy for
POW/MIAs continues to support the U.S, Spe-
cial presidential emissary to Vietnam and his
mission to satiafactorily resolve the iksue,

All four come under the jurisdiction of the -
AMVETS National Defense and Foreign Rela-
tions Committee.
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