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the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the foundation of our Party (3 Feb­
,-cary), our country's 35th National Day (2 September), and the 90th birthday of 
our beloved President Ho Chi Minh (19 May), the People's Army Publishing House 
presents to readers the book "Cuoc Khanh Chien Chong My, Cuu Nuoc (1954-1975): 
Nhung Su Kien Quan Su" [The Anti-U.S. Resistance War for National Salvation (1954-
1975): Military Events], prepared by the War Experiences Recapitulation Committee 
of the High-Level Military Institute. 

The authors of this book did not attempt to present a complete history of our 
people's anti-U.S. resistance war for national salvation, for that is a major under­
taking which will require the contributions of many sectors and echelons over the 
course of many years. As its title implies, the book deals only with the major 
military events and a number of important events in other relevant ~pheres. It is 
intended to reflect in a concise manner the principal historical phases of the 
anti-U.S. resistance war for national salvation, with the goal of contributing to 
:;~rving the three major anniversaries in 1980. 

However, despite those modest requirements, the meticulously researched and select­
ed events that are presented systematically in the book are quite useful to the 
readers, for they help us better understand, in a general way, the developments of 
trw rc~istance war and our people's great victory, and especially the skilled, cre­
ative leadership of our Party -- the decisive factor l~aQing to that great victory. 
The organs, schools, and institutes can also find here good materials which can 
be of nelp in their research, teaching, and study. 
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Bccau::;" of the current limitations regarding sources of materials as well as our 
ability to evaluate those materials, deficiencies could not be avoided. We 
rc~pectful1y await the contribution of opinions by readers, in order to create 
favorable conditions for the compilation in future years of complete works regard­
ing the history of our people's anti-U.S. resistance war for national salvation. 

Chapter I 

From ,r ul.Y 1954 to the End of 1960 

Quan Doi Nhan Dan 
Publishing House 

The Southern Revolution Changes Over From the Status of a Political Struggle 
Demanding That the Other Side Observe the Geneva Agreements to the Status of Con­
Serving Forces, Then to an Offensive Status Leading to Local Armed Uprisings, 
Beginning With the "Simultaneous Uprisings" Movement 

1954 

15 to 18 July: The Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee Holds its 
6th Plenum. 

The Party Central Committee met at a time when the anti-French resistance war was 
drawing to a close. On the battlefield we were winning one victory after another, 
while at the talks in Geneva the day on which the Agreements would be signed was 
close at hand. 

At the plenary conference, President Ho Chi Minh read a political report on the 
new situation and mission. 

Analyzing the situation in our country and abroad, the conference concluded that 
"The U.S. imperialists are a principal obstacle to the restoration of peace in 
Indochina" and "is becoming the principal direct enemy of the Indochinese people." 

The conference decided that the struggle motto and strategy of the Vietnamese 
revolution in the corning phase would be "Pointing the sharp point of struggle 
against the U.S. imperialists and the French warmongers; on the basis of the 
victoric3 that have been won and efforts to achieve peace in Indochina, smash-
ing the U.S. imperialists' plot to prolong and expand the war; and consolidating 
and developing the accomplishments that have been won in order to achieve unifica­
tion, complete the attainment of independence, and achieve democracy throughout the 
nation. " 

Dcterming at an early date that the U.S. imperialists were an object of the Viet-
! tame ,'" revolution was a very basic part of the Party line. The resolution of the 
6th Plenum of the Party Central Committee had an extremely importance significance 
and reflected the class stand and the political astuteness of our Party, in order 
to concentrate the revolutionary forces in co=ectly attacking the enemy and 
attaining the basic objectives of the revolution. 



20 July: The Geneva Agreements on Indochina signed. 

Th" Agreement and Jeoint Declaration of the nations participating in the conference 
acknowledged respect for the independence, sovereignty, unity, and territorial In­
tegrity of the people of Vietnam, Kampuchea, and Laos, and stipulated that the 
French army had to withdraw from the Indochinese countries and that each country 
in Indochina would hold free general elections to achieve national unification. 

With regard to Vietnam, the Joint Declaration stated explicHly that "The military 
demarcation line is temporary in nature and cannot be regarded as a political or 
territorial border" and stipulated that the deadline for organizing the general 
election to unify Vietnam was July 1956. 

The success of the Geneva Agreements was a great victory of our army and people 
after 9 years pf a protracted, arduous, but extremely heroic resistance war under 
the leadership of the Party and President Ho Chi Minh. 

It was also a great success of the people of the three Indochinese countries and 
the people of the world who struggled for peace, national independence, democracy, 
and socialism. 

The Geneva Agreements were a strong blow against the plot of the U.S. imperialists 
to expand and prolong the Indochinese war. Those leading imperialists regarded the 
Geneva Conference as "a disaster," as "a major forward stride of communism which 
could lead to the loss of all of Southeast Asia." (From a secret Department of 
Defense document. ") 

The U.S. imperialists, with extremely insidious intentions, were unwilling to sign 
the Joint Declaration of the Geneva Conference. On the same day, 20 July 1954, the 
U.S. President Eisenhower cynically announced that "The United States will not sign 
~he Geneva Agreements and will therefore not be bound by them." 

22 July: President Ho Chi Minh issues an appeal On the occasion of the success of 
the Geneva Conference. 

oTeGident Ho Chi Minh spoke of the great victory of our people in the resistance 
war against the French colonialists: "For the first time in history a small, weak 
colony has defeated.a powerful colonial country. That was a glorious victory of 
the Vietnamese people and was also a victory of the forces of peace, democracy, and 
:;ocialism in the world." 

H" confirmed the great merit of our compatriots in the south, who "are the first 
co 1:0 and the last to return" in great enterprise of defending the homeland. He 
pointed out that "Our compatriots in the South were the first to begin the resis­
tatlCO war and have a very high degree of consciousness. I am certain that our 
compatriots will place the benefit of the nation as a whole above the benefit of 
Lhe locality, place the long-range benefit before the short-range benefit, and join 
th, ir compatriots allover the nation instriving to consolidate peace, achieve 
un.c"'ication, and complete the attainment of in dependence and democracy throughout 
the nation. The Party, the government, and I continually monitor tte all-out ef­
fort" of our compatriots and it is certain that they will be victorious." 
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?rec,id~"t Ho Chi t<:inh set forth the mission and long-range, arduous nature of the 
succeeding revolutionary phase: "Struggling to consolidate peace, aChieve unifi­
cation, and complete independence and democracy is also a long-range, arduous 
"truggle. In order to win victory, all of our people, soldiers, and cadres from 
north to south must closely unite: their thoughts must be unified and their acts 
must also unanimous." 

He appealed for the people of the entire nation to unite in struggle to unify the 
nation: "I ardently appeal for all people who sincerely love their country, 
regardless of social stratum, religion, or political views, and regardless of which 
cUe they stood on in the past, to sincerely cooperate and, for the sake of the 
cou~try, endeavor to achieve peace, unification, independence, and democracy in our 
beloved Vietnam. If the entire country is united, with ten thousand people acting 
as one, we are certain to be victorious. II 

5 to 7 September: The Political Bureau issues a Resolution on "The New Situation, 
the New Missions, and the New PoliCY of the Party." 

After the signing of the Geneva Agreements on Indochina the Political Bureau of 
the Party Central Committee met and determined that our people's struggle had 
entered a new phase with new characteristics: 

The first characteristic was that we had shifted over from war to peace: 
"During the past 8 years, all sacrifices and efforts of the Vietnamese people have 
been intended to win victory for the national liberation movement. Now, with the 
cessation of hostilities, we are working and striving in peace. That is a great 
change which greatly affects all of our work." 

The second characteristic is that the North and South were temporarily divided 
into two regions: the North belonged to us, while the South was temporarily 
controlled by the other side. We were no longer in a state of war. That was a 
great, complicated change. 

The third characteristic was that both the rural areas and cities in the North 
had all necessary conditions for undergoing construction on a national scale. 
Thal; was also a major change. 

The fourth characteristic was that we changed over from dispersion to concen­
tration. In the past we had been engaged in a guerrilla war, but now the situa­
tion nad changed, which required us to concentrate our leadership on constructing 
Lt" North and guiding the work in the South. "That is a great change, and is also 
a '. arduous struggle." 

1:--18 fifth characteristic 
Kampuchea '.1ad also changed. 
placed on a new basis. 

was that the relationship aRong Vietnam, Laos, and 
The relationship among the three countries had to be 

Wl th regard to the revolutionary mission in the new phase, thFj Reso1ution affirmed 
that "Our people's mission of struggling for national salvation has not yet been 
fulfilled, and the patriotic struggle has not ended because 0" the cessation of 
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ho"tilities. That struggle is still continuing, but the mode of struggle must 
ctlange. We must complete the enterprise of national liberation under a new form 
of c;truggle." 

'cr,fOnofore, from then on, for a certain period of time the common mission of our 
Party would be to "Unite and. lead the people in struggling to implement the cease­
fire in order to consolidate peace; endeavor to complete the land reform, recover 
and increase production, and build up the People's Army in order to consolidate the 
North; and maintain and promote the political struggle of the people of the South 
to consolidate peace, achieve unity, and complete independence and democracy 
throughout the country." 

The Resolution also observed that "At present, although there has been a ceasefire 
peace has not been consolidated, ,there is still a threat of war, and half of our 
country -- the South -- is still controlled by our adversaries. Especially, the 
L1ternational reactionary powers, led by the U.S. aggressors, are feverishly organ­
izi~g the SEATO aggressor bloc to sabotage the ceasefire treaty in Indochina, in 
ilOpes of starting a new war of aggression. Therefore, strengthening the People's 
Arrey is a very important mission of the Party, the government, and all our people." 

As for our work in the South, the Resolution affirmed that "The Party's mission in 
the South during the present phase is to lead the people in the South in struggling 
to implement the ceasefire, consolidating peace, achieving freedom and democracy, 
improving the people's living standards, achieving unification, and striving to win 
independence. At the same time, we must lead the people in struggling to oppose 
activities intended to terrorize, suppress, and destroy our bases and the arrest of 
our cadres and the revolutionary masses, and oppose the enemy's attacks and pre­
serve the rights the masses won during the resistance war period, especially in our 
former base areas and guerrilla areas." 

"Our motto at the present time is engaging in legal and semi-legal activities, and 
combining legal work with illegal work. As regards the mass organizations and 
Party organizations, we must endeavor to allow them to exist legally and to engage 
in legal activities." 

The Resolution of the Political Bureau Conference of September 1954 is an important 
document. Just after the Geneva Agreementsw~signed the Political Bureau promopt-
1:; ~et forth the direction of the missions and specific tasks of the entire Party, 
ti,lC entire population, and the entire army in thenew phase, and established a 
ba:cis on which to finalize the Party's revolutio,.ary line in the future. 

li; October: Hanoi, the capital, liberated. 

A~cording to the terms of the Geneva Agreements on 10 October 1954 the Vietnam 
I'~oplc's Army took OVer control of the capital. Hanoi was liberated in a festive 
ai~mosphcre of celebrating victory after more than 7 years of life under the control 
of the ,'rench colonialists. The public welfare acti vi ties, such as electricity, 
~;anitation, trains, electric trams, etc., went on as usual. The people's living 
condi tiom; were rapidly stabilized. That was the result of a resolute struggle on 
til'C' part of our military delegation to the Joint Commission and 0: the spirit of 
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resolute struggle against sabotage by the enemy on the part of the people of Hanoi, 
among whom the working class played a vanguard role. 

Hanoi was liberated after the victory of a struggle lasting nearly 100 years and 
after nearly 20 years of our people's fierce resistance war against the French 
colonialist aggressors. 

On 1 January 1955, on the 'occasion of the new year, the people of Hanoi held a ral­
ly to celebrate the return of the Party Central Committee, the government, and 
President Ho Chi Minh to Hanoi after 8 years in the Viet Bac base zone leading the 
resistance war against the French colonialists. 

In his speech at the rally, President Ho Chi Minh affirmed that "The North and the 
South form a single family; they are kith-and-kin and are inseparable. We must 
tighten theclose bond between the South and the North," and that "We must achieve 
broad, close solidarity from North to South and must support our compatriots in the 
South, who are struggling to win freedom and democracy in correct accordance with 
the Geneva Ag=ements." 

With the return of the leadership organs of the Party and state to the capital, 
Hanoi again became the political, economic, and cultural center -- and the heart 
of the nation, with two strategic missions in the South and North. 

6 August I Ceasefire in Laos. 

According to the terms of the Geneva Agreements on Indochine, beginning on 6 
August 1954 there would be a cease fire in the Laos war theater. 

At the end of August 1954 the Pathet Lao troops came from allover. tne country to 
assemble in the two provinces of Sam Nua and Phong Saly. 

In mid-November 1954 the volunteer Vietnamese troops who had operated in Laos dur­
ing the anti-French resistance war completed their withdrawal to Vietnam. 

Beginning in the final days of November 1954, the Laotian reactionaries mobilized 
troops to attack the assembly areas of the Pathet Lao, beginning with the attack on 
Muong Pon in Sam Nua Province. The struggle between the revolutionary forces and 
counterrevolutionary forces in Laos was resumed under new circumstances and new 
forms. In the past the Laotian revolutionary forces only had snaIL units stationed 
in small base areas scattered about in many places, but now had a completely 
liberated area consisting of two provinces which bordered on the socialise bloc 
ar,d the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. In the liberated area there was a central 
organ which led the revolution allover Laos and a revolutionary administration 
extending from the provincial level down to the village level. Tne Pathet Lao 
troops advanced to the creation of concentrated units at the battalion level, thus 
crcoa ting Dondi tions for the future victories the Laotian revolution. 

Frorr. that time on, in the struggle to advance to the fulfillme~J.t of ::he difficult 
rr,L.:cionc; of the revolutions of each country, the Laotian revolution and the 
Vietnamccoe revolution supported each other more and more closely, he.~ped each 
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other more and more closely, helped each other develop, and combined their efforts 
to defeat the common enemies -- the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys. 

2 December: The U.S. imperialists oust the French and jump into'South Vietnam. 

After their defeat and their failure to sabotage the signing of the Geneva Agree­
ments on Indochina, the basic plot of the U.S. toward Vietnam was annihilating, by 
all means, our people's patriotic movement, annexing South Vietnam, permanently 
dividing our country, transforming South Vietnam into a U.S. neocolony and mili­
tary base, and establishing a defense line to prevent socialism from spreading 
into ~outheast Asia, while also using South Vietnam as a base from which to attack 
the North of our country, an outpost of the socialist system, in hores of squash­
ing and repulsing socialism in that region and surrounding and threatening the 
other socialist countries. 

The specific plots of the U.S. in that phase were to: 

Quickly throw out the French and exercise sole rule in South Vietnam and In­
dochina . 

~uppressing the revolutionary movement and installing neocolonialism in South 
Vietnam and Indochina. 

Sabotaging the Geneva Agreements, permanently dividing Vietr~m, and transform­
ing South Vietnam into U.S. bastion in Southeast Asia. 

On 8 September 1954 the U.S. inveigled England, France, and a number of vassal 
"tates into setting up SEATO, and placed South Vietnam, Laos, and Kampuchea in the 
area of protection of that bloc. 

O~ 17 November 1954 General Collins, the U.S. Ambassador to South Vietnam, arrived 
in Saigon with a six-point U.S. plan: 

:~upporting only Ngo Dinh Diem and aiding Diem directly, not via France. 

"~orming a 150,OOO-man "national" army for Diem trained and armed by the U.S. 

Setting lip a "National Assembly" and declaring "independence." 

Carrying out a "land reform" and settling refugees from the North. 

Changing the tax structure and giving priority to U.S. goods and capital. 

Training administrative cadres for Diem. 

Und'r pressure from the U. S., on 2 December 1954 France had to join the U. S. in 
. ·il"ni~g a treaty calling for the withdrawal of French troops from South Vietnam 
and, on 10 December, to agree to a plan for the organization and training of a 
nuppc t army under the 'guidance of the U. S. 
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Gr, 22 December 195"- Radford, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, a=i ved in 
c;aigon and promised to provide Diem with $300 million in direct aid in 1955. 

1955 

J to 12 March: Party Central Committee Hold 7th Plenum. 

With the situatior. in the South undergoing new transformations on the part of the 
('nemy as well as i:o the mass revolutionary movencnt. while in the North there 
were very serious problems left behind by the enemy in the newly liberated areas, 
there was serious famine, and lackeys planted by the enemy were engaging in acts 
of opposition, our Party Central Committee held a plenary session to evaluate the 
c;i tua tion and set forth new missions for the entire nation. 

The conference concluded that "The U.S. imperialists are intervening more and more 
deeply in Vietnam and are gradually forcing the French colonialists into a 
secondary position. They are allying with the French colonialist faction that is 
opposed to the Agreements and is relying on the feudal landlords and our country's 
most reactionary comprador capitalists -- headed by Ngo Dinh Diem -- in hopes of 
:iabotaging peace, unification, independence, and democracy in our country, 
specifically in hopes of sabotaging the results of the ceasefire agreement, 
sabotaging the unification of Vietnam, and preparing to rekindle the war in 
Indochina. 

'='he conference confirmed that "Our people's concrete, direct enemies at present 
are the U.S. imperialists, the French colonialist faction that opposes the Agree­
ments, and the Ngo Dinh Diem cli~ue. The U.S. imperialists are the leading, most 
dangerous enemy." 

"The immediate struggle objectives of our people in the present pha[;e are peace, 
unifica tion, independence. and democracy. II 

Therefore, we would fight the U.S. imperialists, "our direct, immediate e:oemy." 
a:od the "principal enemy of the world's people," by means of the cOTI:bined strength 
of the two revolutions of the era: the people's democratic national revolution 
and the socialist revolution. 

"The common slogan of our patriotiC struggle at the present time is consolidating 
p';acr·, achieving unification, and completing independe:oce and democracy throughout 
tnc nation. Consolidating peace and achieving unification are tne key slogan. 

"Our struggle for peace, unification, indepe:1dence, and democracy is 10ng-ra:1ge, 
Cir·iuous, and complicated in nature, but it is certain to be victorious." 

'i:", plenum also delineated our strategy of aiming the sharp point of the struggle 
coward the C.S. imperialists, fully exploiting the contradictions with the ranks 
o fof the enpmy, and uniting with and winning over all forces -:'ha t can be uci ted 
Hith and won over. 
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With regard to the relationship between the North and the South, the Resolution of 

Lne plenum determined that "The North plays the most decisive role with regard 

to tne over-all enterprise of liberating the South and unifying the nation, while 

the South plays a decisive, direct role in overthrowing the ruling yoke of the 

imperialists and their lackeys in order to liberate the South, unify the nation, 

and complete the people's national democratic revolution." At the plenum President 

Ho said, "The North is the pillar." 

The plenum set forth the five immediate missions of the entire Party, population, 

and army. 

1. Continuing the struggle to implement the ceasefire agreement, consolidate 

p~ace, and advance to unifying the nation. 

2. Strengthening the North in all respects. 

J . ~iaintaining and promoting the political struggle of the people in the South. 

4. Expanding and consolidating the national united front throughout the nation. 

5. Stepping up the diplomatic work, strengthening solidarity and friendship with 

friendly countries, and winning the sympathy ~nd support of the world's people. 

Tne important significance of the 7th Plenum of the Party Central Committee was 

tr~+ on the basis of the Political Bureau resolution of September 1954 it af­

firmed and declared that the U.S. imperialists had become the leading, most 

dangerous enemy of our people and set forth the line of our national revolution and 

he lines of each region, and the relationship between the two regions, while also 

setting forth the policies for resolving the urgent problems in the South and in 

the North. The plenum's resolution was a proper, creative development of the 

Party's revolutionary line in the new phase. 

20 to 26 ~~rch. The Fourth Session of the First National Assembly. 

That was the first session of the National Assembly held in the capital since the 

Victory of the anti-French resistance war. 

The !,ational Assembly set fourth three missions for our people in the new phase: 

1. Continuing the struggle to fully implement the ceasefire agreement, consolidate 

poace, and advance to national reunification by means of a general election. 

2. Strengthening the North by promoting and completing the land reform, endeavor­

ing to strengthen national defense and the people's governmental administration, 

a:ld strengthening the diplomatic work. 

3. Expanding and consolidating popular solidarity in our country and winning the 

"yrr,p" t:ly and support of the people of the world. 

Th" National Assembly resolution manifested the solidarity, unanimity, and iron 

dcter~ination of our people in, under the leadership of the Vietnam ·Lao Dong Party, 
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continuing the struggle to achieve peace, unification, independence, and democracy 
throughout our country. 

April 1955. The U.S. and Diem annihilate the armed forces of the religions sects. 
Our Party adopts the policy of persuading the religions sects to op­
pose the U.S. and Diem. 

Beginning in the first part of 1955, in addition to suppressi:Jg the revolutionary 
movement of the masses the U.S. and Diem, in order to eliminate the i:1fluence 
and power of France in the South, launched a series of campaigns to annihilate such 
pro-Prench religions sects as the Hoa Hao, Cao Dai, and Binh Xuyen. 

In view of that situation, the Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee and 
the Regional Party Committee of Nam Bo adopted the policy of using and taking 
advar,tage of the religions sects to oppose the U.S. and Diem, win over and rally 
their forces, and build up our armed forces: 

In Octouer 1955 the Party Central Committee sent a directive to the South which 
stated that "We must clearly understand that the groups that are now opposing Diem, 
such as the Hoa Hao, the Binh Xuyen, and the Cao Dai in Nam Bo, the Dai Viet 
Party in Quang Tri, and the Nationalist Party [Quoc Dan Dang] in Quang Nam are 
doing so for their own benefit and status, but that they also oppose us and that 
all of them have committed cruel acts against the people. But they are now oppos­
ing Diem, so we must win them over by fully exploiting the contradictions. But 
in winning them over we must base ourselves on a certain standpoint, and our 
cooperation with them must be based on the most urgent requirements of our nation 
at the present time, peace and unification. Our cooperation must not be unprin­
cipled and not in accordance with a standpoint. But because their nature is as 
described above, we must be very careful and clever in winning them over and 
cooperating with them. We must accurately evaluate the nature and contradictions 
with regard to Diem, and always remain vigilant in order to guard against all of 
theirplots. In winning them over and coopera.ing with them we must principally 
endeavor to win over the infrastructure, while also establishing ties with and win 
over the upper-echelon groups that can be won over or with whom we can establish 
tie~. We must not win over or establish ties with the chieftains, "ho have com­
mi tted many crimes agaisnt the people." 

The Nam Bo Regio~~l Party Committee resolution of December 1956 stated, 

"We mu:ct endeavor to reform and rally the religious sect forces smashed by the 
U.S. and Diem so that they can stand in the ranks of the people, and take 
advantage of the appellation of disident religious sects to annihilate the 
bullies. 11 

That timely policy brought about a number of results. the Hoa Hao troop rerrunants 
",ho carne over to the revolution brought along nearly 1,000 weapo".s, a fully armed 
200-rnan unit of the Binh Xuyen armed forces joined us ire the Dcr,,; Thap V:uoi area, 
and ')00 Cao Dai troops er:tered the Duong Minh Chau war zone l:O Tay :~irJ1. 

III 1956, the armed forces of the religious sects which fled to the ,_-evolutionary 
c.ide, operating independently or in coordination "i th the revolutio'Jary armed 
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forces, fought in such battles as those at Cai San and Ben Cui, and engaged in 
armed propaganda along routes 13 and 14 and in Dau Tieng. 

~owever, due to their class nature and because of the surrender of the French 
colonialists, the resistance put up by the religious sects waS weak and ultimate­
ly they rapidly fell apart. A small number came over to us but most surrendered 
to the Ngo Dihh Diem administration or were wiped out. 

I;ay 1955: The North is completely liberated. 

OG 13 ~ay the French colonial army withdrew from Hai ?hong and on 22 May it with­
drew from Cat Ba Island. In half of our country -- north of the 17tn Parallel -­
there were no longer any aggressor troops. 

Wc controlled the entire North, which had the scale of a nation and the strength 
of a people who had just won victory. It had rich natural resourcec; and a plenti­
ful labor force with which to develop its economy, overcome the aftereffects of 
war, begin the construction of socialism, promote the strengthening of national 
defense, maintain order and security, and develop culturally and economically, 
while at the same time bringing into play the North's role as "the pillar of the 
entire nation" in order to liberate the South and unify the nation. 

Under the leadership of the Party, the people of the North endeavored to take ad­
vantage of their advantages and over come their difficulties, especially the 
workers and laboring peasants, who came forth with innovations and achieved im­
portant accomplishments. The revolutionary ardor and vigor of the masses were 
brought into play to a high degree in developing the economy, overcoming hunger, 
wiping out the spies, commandos, andlocal bandits, and building a wholesome, 
"eal thy life for the people. 

The diplomatic work was also stepped up. After exchanging diplomatic organs with 
the Soviet Union, Poland, Czechoslovakia, France, and China in 1954, in 1955 we 
exchanged diplomatic organs with the other socialist countries and with the 
Republic of Indonesia, and obtained the positive assistance of the fraternal 
socialist countries with which to build our country. 

July 1955: The struggle movement demanding a consultative conference to peaceful­
ly unify the homeland. 

On 6 June 1955 the government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam declared its 
r"adiness to hold a consultative conference with the authorities in the South, 
boginning on 20 July 1955, to discuss the organization of a general election in 
July 1956 to peacefully the nation, as stipulated by the Geneva Agreements. 

o~ 19 July 1955 our government sent a diplomatic note to the administration in the 
~;outh recommending that it send a delegation to participate in a consultative con­
fc;rc;nce, which would begin on 20 July 1955. 

~ven before the signatures to the Geneva Agreements had d.ried the U.S. and Diem 
man,v times announced that they did not recognize them. On 28 February 1955, Radio 
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:;ai"o" declared that "In fact, there cannot be a general election in 1956." On 
6 july 1955 Nixon, the U.S. Vice President, said that "The United States fully 
3upports the refusal of the Diem government to participate in a general election 
to unify the country." 

Encouraged by his U. S. masters, on 16 July 1955 Ngo Din}1 Diem declared that "There 
will be no consultative conference regarding a general election. We did not sign 
the Geneva Agreements and are in no way bound by them." 

(1" 20 July 1955 Diem had his lackeys gather together a gang of hooligans to 
demonstrate against the Geneva Agreements and wreck the headquarters of the In­
ternational Commission in Saigon. 

U"d"r the leadership of the Party, on J July the industrial workers and laboring 
pcople in Saigon organized two large demonstrations to demand a consultative con­
fcrence on a general election to unify the homeland and to demand freedom for the 
mpmbers of the "Committee to Aid War Victims." 

The Diem administration mobilized its army and police to oppose the mass demon­
~trations. Despite all the opposition and suppresion by the enemy, between 60 
and 90 percent of the people allover the South participated in labor strikes a~ld 
merchants' strikes. In Saigon, 80 percent of the people participated in a general 
strike which paralyzed the city's activities for 10 hours. In My Tho, on the 
same day -- 10 July -- the labor strikes and merchants' strikes forced the city to 
completely cease operations for a day. 

I" Da Nang, because of the enemy's terrorism the masses arose, burned the Vo TaTh'l 
post and destroyed the treasury. 

T~e struggle movement to demand a consultative conference to achieve the peaceful 
unification of the homeland, which began in July 1955, lasted for months and 
c,pread to many localities, such as Sa Dec, Chau Doc, Vinh Long, Thua Thien, Hue, 
Bi'L'1 Dinh, Khanh Hoa, Phan Rang, Phan Thiet, Quang Nam, and Quang Tri. 

1J to 20 August: The Party Central Committee holds 8th Plerlum. 

:~ir,ce the 7th Plenum of the Party Central Cornmi ttee in !'larch 1955 there c,ad 
Geen new developments in world si tua tion and in the 8i tua tion in our country. The 
world situation in general had improved somewhat but the Far Eastern situation was 
ctil] tense. In our, country, the period of regroupi!1g and transferring troops and 
corr,pleting the liberation of the North had ended. I" the South, the U. S. im­
p~~rialists were stepping up their intervention and their opposi ticD to toe Geneva 
A.sn,;('ments, had rejected the consultative conference, and had thrown out the 
~ rf"rICl"l. The contradictioES between the U.S. and France and between the pro-U.S. 
awl pro-French factions became increasingly sharp. 

T"l' e!1tire nation was confronted with two major missions: consolidating the North 
a:-ld re~olutely struggling to keep the peace and advance to tht~ L.nifica tioD of the 
courltry. In view of that si tua tiOD, the Party Central COmITii t tee held i t[ Sigh tt. 
,'l"num and set forth the mission: "Uniting the people allovEr the country to 
',LruC;gle to unify Vietnam on the basis of independence and democracy." 
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'T~)c conference continued to affirm that "Our specific I immediate enemies at the 
prescnt time are the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys (including the pro-U.S. 
puppets and pro-U.S. French colonialists, who served as lackeys of the U .S~m­
perialists). The U.S. imperialists are the leading, most dangerous enemy." 

The Resolution stated the immediate the immediate mission of the Party as being 
"endeavoring to assemble the forces of the entire population into a broad united 
front with an appropriate common program in order to struggle against the U.S. 
imperialists and their lackeys and achieve national unification on the basis of 
independence and democracy and by peaceful means, while also struggling to con­
solidate peace and prevent war fromretur:1ing to Indochina. If we are to win 
victory in that struggle, we must promote the task of consolidating the north, and 
in order to consolidate the North we must strengthen our guidance of the economic 
and financial work and endeavor to complete the land reform, strengthen national 
d·.,fense, strengthen the maintenance of security, etc." 

With regard to the struggle to unify the nation, we advocated gradual, step-by­
"LeI' reunification, but it was necessary to clearly realize that each step would 
be a process of difficult struggle. To win victory it would be necessary to 
expand the united front throughout the nation, rally all national, democratic, and 
peace forces in the North and in the South, win over anyone who could be won over, 
neutralize anyone we could neutralize,divide the U.S. and France, divide the pro­
U.S. and pro-French factions, isolate the U.S imperialists and the obstinate pro­
U.~. clique, and overcome all obstacles in our country and abroad. 

In order to achieve national unification, it would be necessary to expand the 
u~ited national front. The corJerence approved the common program of the United 
National Front to serve as a basis on which to rally all national, democratic, and 
peace forces throughout the nation to struggle against the U.S. imperialists and 
their lackeys, win national unification, and construct a peaceful, unified, in­
dependent, democratic, rich, and strong Vietnam. 
The cor.ference stressed that "In order to unify the nation the essential matter is 
that we endeavor to consolidate the North, while also maintaining and promoting 
the struggle to of the people in the South." 

"'0 consolidate the North is to strengthen our basic forces and create a firm basis 
of support on which the entire nation can win victory in the struggle to consoli­
da te peace and achieve national unification. 

Uur line toward consolidating the North was to "consolidate and develop the people 
people's democratic regime, and advance gradually and step-by-step to socialism." 

Th. resolution stressed that "In the mission set forth by the Party, the class 
,·.truggle and the national li bera tion movement have both entered a more difficult 
period, so it is necessary to strengthen our ideological leadership, consolidate 
tile, Party, posi ti vely perfect organization, and rectify the Party's work methods." 

Th·, C"ntral Committee appealed for all cadres and Party members to heighten their 
~tru6g1e will, thoroughly understand the thoughts, lines, and policies of the 
Party, have confidence in that we would inevitably be victorious, unite closely 
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arou~d President Ho Chi Kinh and the Party Central Committee, be determined to 
overcome all difficulties, and endeavor to fulfill the difficult but extremely 
~lorious missions of the Party. 

10 September: Formation of the Vietnam Fatherland Front. 

The Congress of the United National Front, which met from 5 September to 10 
September in Hanoi, decided to form the Vietnam Fatherland Front to continue the 
Lien Viet Front undertaking of uniting the entire population. 

Tioe sumrrary program of the Fatherland Front included 10 points: 

1. Completing national independence. 

2. Achieving national u~ifica{ion. 

J. Building a democratic regime. 

4. Developing the economy and increasing production. 

Carrying out a land reform. 

6. Implementing a ra ti.onal social policy. 

7. Developing culture and education. 

8. 3trengthening national defense and defending the homeland. 

9. Implementing a foreign policy of peace and independence. 

10. Uniting the nation's people. 

The Congress elected President Ho Chi Minh as Honorary Chairman of the Front, Ton 
~uc Thang as Chairman of the Presidium of the Central Committee, and 98 members 
of the ?ront Central Committee to represent all mass organizations of rrany dif­
",rent political tendencies, religions and class composition. 

The formation of the Vietnam Fatherland Front signified a developmental step in 
na tional solidarity in the new revolutionary phase. It was intended to rally all 
cational, democratic, and peace forces throughout the nation to struggle against 
the U.S. imperialists, consolidate peace, achieve national unification on the 
ta::;is of independence and democracy, and advance to the constructior; of a peace­
ful, urlited, independent, democratic, rich, and strong Vietnam. 

F) LO 24 April: The Party Central Committee holds its 9U, 7,'10num. 

F,e conference listened to a report by the Vietnam Lao Dong Party wi'icb nad part­
icipated in the 20th Congress of the Communists Party of the ~;oviet Union. 
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',!clile studying the views regarding capabilities to prevent war, about peaceful 
co~xistcnce, about the transition to peace, etc., of the Resolution of the 20th 
Congreso of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, our Party Central Committee 
adopted a correct viewpoint: "',!hile we believe that it is possible to prevent 
war, we do not forget that as long as imperialism exists there will still be an 
'conomic basis for war, so the people of the world must continually strengthen 
'"he struggle for peace and must be very diligent tOW'l.rd the plots of those who 
,tart wars. While we acknowledge that some nations are capable of advancing to 
c,ocialism via the 'path of peace, we must remember that since the bourgeois class 
still possesses a strong military and police apparatus and resolutely uses weapons 
to suppress the revolutionary movement, a fier~e armed struggle to win political 
power will be unavoidable, so the proletarian class must prepare in advance." 

Tnprefore, with regard to our country's revolution: "Our Party is even more con­
fide'nt that its line of consolidating the North, paying attention to the South, 
and s~ruggling to achieve national unification on the basis of independence and 
democracy and by peaceful means is very correct. However, the reactionary forces 
:ctill exist in half of our country and are plotting to start a war, so we must 
continually remain vigilant, endeavor to strengthen national defense, and be pre­
pared to cope with all eventualities." 

Those correct viewpoints reflect our Party's loyalty to Marxism-Leninism, its 
independent spirit, and its creative application of Marxism-Leninism to the 
actualities of our country's revolution. 

8 to 9 June: The Political Bureau meets and issues a resolution on "The situation 
and missions of the revolution in the South," 

Two years after the signing of the Geneva Agreements, the struggle of the people 
in the South to achieve the unification of Vietnam became increasingly fierce. 
The enemy were making increasingly greater efforts to sabotage treconsultative 
conference on the general election, opposing the revolution with force of arms, 
and c,uppressing and terrorizing the political movement of the masses. 

The revolutionary movement demanded guidance that was appropriate to a situation 
that was undergoing new development. 

Til" Folitical Bureau issued a resolution on "The situation and missions of the re­
volution in the South" which declared that "The regime in the South is a dic­
tatorial, fascist regime of the most reactionary pro-U.S. comprador capitalists 
and feudalists .... The South is becoming aU. S. colony and military base." 

TilOcrefore, "Our revolution in the South is national and democratic in nature. The 
mi~ccion of the revolution in the South is oppose imperialism and feudalism." 

o,! the basis of the lines that had been affirmed in the Central Committee Resolu­
tion, the Political Bureau noted that "It is extremely important that we endeavor 
to build up the revolutionary forces." Al though "the form of our struggle 
throughout the nation at present is political struggle and not armed struggle," 
"that does not preclude armed self-defense under certain circumstances." It 
,;Lress8d the necessity of "consolidating the existing armed and semi-armed forces 
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and creating bases to serve as sources of support. 
build strong mass bases to create basic conditions 
armed forces." 

At the same time, we must 
for maintaining and developing 

The Political Bureau set forth that struggle mission in orde~ to set up a broad 
united national front to oppose the U.S. and Diem and struggle to demand the 
formation of a national democratic Coalition Government in the South. The Politi­
cal Bureau regarded the consolidation of the Party in the South as "a key, deci­
si ve task." 

The resolution of the Political Bureau conference included new guidance. Most 
important, it dealt with the topics of armed struggle and the building up of 
armed forces and base areas. That was a reorientation which amounted to a new 
line with regard to revolutionary methods in the South. At the same time, on the 
basis of the actual situation of the revolution during the past 2 years, the Party 
explicitly stated its policy of forming a broad United Front to oppose the U.S. 
and Diem and setting up a national democratic Coalition Government in the South. 

July 1956: Completion of the land reform in the North. 

Following the land reform phases in the old free areas, in 1955 the third and 
fourth land reform phases were carried out and expanded to inclUde the newly 
liberated localities. 

The fifth phase of the land reform began in January 1956. That phase, the last 
and largest, was carried out in more than 1,600 villages with a total population 
of 6 million. Most of the villages were in areas that had been temporarily 
occupied by the enemy. 

In the summer and fall of 1956 the land reform campaign was completed in the delta 
and midlands areas and :n more than 200 mountain-region villages. In the remain­
ing mountain-region villages there were carried out rent-reduction campaigns or 
other campaigns of a democratic nature, to differing degrees. 

In mid-July the Cenral Land Reform Committee made a summary report of the final 
phase to the Party Central Committee and the Council of Ministers. 

The land reform and the democratic reforms achieved great results: 

Politically, the peasants arose to struggle for the overthrow of the landlord 
class, a principal objective of the people's democratic national revolution. The 
laboring peasants completely escaped from the yoke of the feudal landlords, which 
had existed for thousands of years in our country, and truly became the masters in 
the countryside. 

bcoflomically, the land reform permanently eliminated the feudal land ownership 
"ystem and land ownership by the country-stealing imperialists. Some 810,000 
hectares which had been owned by the landlords and imperialist2 were dIvided up 
among 2,220,000 laboring peasant and poor households, totalling '9 r,lillion people, 
in the rural areas ,-
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With regard to ideology and organization, the land reform clearly delineated the 
boundary between labor and exploitation and developed the forces of the Party and 
the mass organizations. 

In the implementation process, in addition to the basic victori",we made a number 
of mistakes with regard to the methods of struggling against class enemies and in 
rectifying organization. Th'ose mistakes viola ted the Party's common line in the 
rural areas and the Party principles and statutes, and also violated the democra­
tic legal system. 

On 18 August 1956, President Ho Chi Minh sent a letter to the people in rural 
areas and to cadres which affirmed the accomplishments of the land reform and 
praised the cadres, the peasants, and "\he.army for having contributed to the common 
victory, while also appealing for everyone to unite and resolutely correct 
mistakes, 

With the victory of the land reform, the anti-feudal revolution was essentially 
completed in the North. That was an event of historical significance and opened 
the way for the rural areas in the North to gradually advance to socialism via the 
path of collectivization. 

August 1956: Comrade Le Duan writes a docUlllent regarding the revolutionary line 
in the South. 

During the past 2 years the revolutionary situation in the South had demonstrated 
that the fundamental path for winning victory was the path of violence: the 
legali ty of Geneva could not replace the legality of the people. "As long as the 
bourgeois class continues to control a strong military and police apparatus and 
is determined to use force to suppress the revolutionary movement, a fierce 
armed struggle to win political power will be unavoidable, so the proletarian 
class must prepare in advance." (Resolution of the 9th Plenum of the Central 
Committee, April 1956.) 

In August 1956 comrade Le Duan, a member of the Political Bureau of the Party 
Central Committee who was on assignment in the South, on the basis of scientifi­
cally analyzing the social situation, the enemy's situation, and our situation in 
the South, in the nation as a whole, and in the world, and on the basis of the 
laws of revolutionary struggle and the actual events in the South during the past 
2 years, drafted the document "The Revolutionary Line in the South" to guide the 
revolutionary movement in the South at that time. 

That important document clearly defined the nature of society in the South and set 
forth the revolutionary path as the only correct path along which OIIT people in 
the 30uth could advance to winning political power. 

Actual events increasingly demonstrated that the puppet regime in the South was a 
lackey regime of the U.S. imperialists which was insanely suppressing, and at­
tempting to eradicate, the revolution in the South and was implementing a 
neocolonial polich. under that regime, our people in the South not only faced the 
eei tua tion of their country being divided and threatened by war but "ere increas­
inGly repressed, exploited, and horribly killed by the U.S.-Diem fascist 
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aictatorship policies. That situation was certain to place the people in the 
~;outh in a situation of having no other recourse than to arise and ca=y out a 
revolution to save the nation and themselves. Therefore, the objective of the 
revolution in the South was to overthrow the U.S.-Diem fascist dictatorship via 
the path of revolution. 

That document contributed to illuminating the path on which the Party members, 
cadres, and people of the South were engaging in extremely fierce struggles, and 
was also an important contribution which posed basic viewpoints in order to draft 
our Party's revolutionary line in the South. 

September 1956: The Party Central Committee holds 10th Plenum. 

The North had completed the anti-feudal revolution and implemented a victorious 
land reform, but had committed mistakes in ca=ying them out. Therefore, the 
Party Central Committee held its lOth Plenum. 

With regard to the land reform, the plenum affirmed that "the victory of the land 
reform was great and fundamental" and that "the basic completion of the anti­
feudal revolution in the North is an event of historic significance," and set 
forth the mission of resolutely correcting the mistakes committed in the land re­
form, rectifying organization, and building on the results and victories that have 
bpe nat tained. 

The 10th Plenum of the Party Central Committee manifested a sincere, serious atti-
tude and expressed our Party's readiness to accept responsibility before his-
tory and the people and its determination to co=ect mistakes in order to advance 
the revolution. 

The plenum severely criticized the incorrect viewpoints and standpoints, especial­
ly empiricism, dogmatism, and the lack of independence and creativity. 

After severely criticizing and disciplining some members of the Party Central 
Committee, the plenum unanimously recommended that President Ho Chi Hinh serve as 
Party Chairman and as General Secretary of the Party Central Committee. 

The Resolution of the plenum brought about unity in thought and consciousness re­
garding the Party's line and organization. Therefore, despite the ITistakes com­
mitted in ca=ying out the land reform and in rectifying organization, our Party 
overcame and rapidly consolidated its organization, and created solid confidence 
among the masses. The entire Party and the entire population united closely 
around the Party Central Committee and President Ho Chi Minh and were determined 
to pass through the rough, wisting segments of the revolutionary path. That was 
al,co a very great historical lesson learned by our Party in the process of lead­
ing the revolution. 

Wlt" regard to national unification, after evaluating the good points and de:'i­
ciencies of the movement, the plenum concluded that "The er..tp.r:;JrisE' of struggling 
for unification is a revolutionary mission. It is an enterprise of continuing and 
completing the people's democratic national revolution throughout the nation, a 
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revolutionary enterprise, and a long, arduous, and complicated struggle for 
unification, but it is certain to be victorious," with the motto "Continue to con­
serve and build up forces, struggle persistently and over a long period of time, 
and oppose adventuism while also opposing efforts to annihilate the struggle." 

Those revolutionary viewpoints and methods, which were principled and flex­
ible, served as correct guidelines for the advance of the revolutionary struggle 
movement in the south. 

December 1956: Plenum of the Nam Bo Interzone Party Committee. 

Implementing the Resolution of the Political Bureau conference of June 1956, and 
on the basis of the document "The Revolutionary Line in the South," in December 
1956 the Nam Bo Interzone Party Committee met and concluded that "The regime in 
South Vietnam exists On the basis of violence and aid from the U.S. imperialists. 
They are determined to submerge the revolution in blood and fire. Due to the 
needs of the revolutionary movement in the South, to a certain extent it is neces­
sary to have self-defense and armed propaganda forces in order to support the 
political struggle and eventually use those armed forces to carry out a revolution 
to overthrow U.S.-Diem" and "The path of advance of the revolution in the South is 
to use a violent general uprising to win political power." 

The plenum set forth the following mission: "Positively build armed propaganda 
forces, set up secret armed units, create base areas in the jungle-and-mountain 
region, win over, proselytize, reform, and rally the religious sect forces routed 
by U.S.-Diem, bring them over to the side of the people, and take advantage of the 
appella tion of dissident religiOUS sects to kill tyrants." 

1956: The Chinese rulers urge us to set a "protracted ambush" in the South. 

After Geneva Conference on Indochina the strategic interests of China were to pro­
tect its security in the south, expand its influence in Asia, Africa, and 
especially in Sotheast Asia, and create favorable conditions for fulfilling its 
first five-year plan and taking a "great leap forward" in strengthening its for­
ces, in order to carry out its scheme of big-nation expansionism, first of all in 
Southeast Asia. China entered into a detente with the U.S. and began negotiations 
with the U.S. at Warsaw. 

China wanted to control Viztnam, use it as a staging area from which to expand in­
to Southeast Asia, and use North Vietnam and northern Laos as a buffer area to 
protect its security to the south. 

In 1956, in a telegram sent to our Party, the Central Committee of the Chinese. 
"Communist" party made the following recommendation to our Party's Central Com­
mittee: " ... In the South, you should carry out a national democratic revolution. 
Howevcer, at the present time you cannot yet bring about a revolutionary change 
but can only use an appropriate motto: setting a protracted ambush, building up 
forces, forming ties with the masses, and awaiting the opportune moment, i.e. it 
is possible to carry out such struggles as protecting the lives and rights of the 
people, propagandizing peaceful unification, expanding normal rela t:ions, etc. 
The situation of a divided Vietnam may last a long time: only when the situation 
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in Asia and the world undergo great new transformations, or when Vietnam itself 
gives rise to certain fundamental changes, will the situation change .... " 

Frior to that, in July 1955, the General Secretary of the Chinese "communist" 
party then Deng Xiaoping -- threatened Vietnam as follows 1 "The use of armed 
force to unify the country may result in two possibilities, one is victory and 
the other is the loss of the North itself." 

In November Mao Zedong himself told the Vietnamese leaders, "The division of 
Vietnam cannot be resolved in a brief period of time, but only over a long period 
of time .... If 10 years are not enough, then it will take 100 years." 

That line clearly exposed China's plot of wanting us to restrict our armed strug­
gle and of maintaining the situation of a divided Vietnam for a long time. Fear­
ing that the U.S. imperialist would expand the war, it wanted to use the North as 
a buffer zone for China. However, our Party resolutely refused to accept that 
malevolent advice. The great victory of our people's anti-U.S. resistance war 
for national salvation exposed and smashed China's insidious plot. With the 
independent, autonomous line of our Party, our people heroically arose to defeat 
the enemy and did not passively "set a protracted ambush and await the opportune 
moment," as recommended by the Beijing rulers. 

1957 

March 1957' The Party Central Committee holds its 12th Plenum. 

The plenum discussed and issued resolutions on two topics. the 1957 state plan 
and the building up of the army and consolidating national defense. 

1. With regard to the 1957 state plan, the plenum set forth the objective of ful­
filling the mission of restoring the economy (to the 1939 production level) in 
order to create a basis on which to change over to a new phase, the phase of 
economic development. 

2. With regard to building up the army and consolidating national defense, the 
plenum discussed the mission and motto of developing the army, guidance of the 
task of building up the army and consolidating national defense during the coming 
period and the important tasks requiring immediate attention. It also discussed 
the matter of strengthening the Party's leadership in order to promote the task 
of building up the army and consolidating national defense. 

The plenum stated that in view of the war-provoking plots of the irr,perialists, 
headed by the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys, our people and army must always 
remain vigilant and always maintain and strengthen their will to fight. "We 
must positively build up the army and consolidate national defense. that is one 
of the key missions of our Party and people at the present time." 

The plenum set forth our army-building mottoes. "Positvely huild a powerful 
people's army and gradually advance to professionalization and modernization" 
and "We must have not only strong regular forces but also strong reserve forces." 
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Our mission for the present and for a certain time in the future was: "Positively 

striving to continue to implement and victoriously fulfill the plan to build a 

People's Army and enable our army to become a professional, relatively modern 

revolutionary army, while also building a foundation for the other armed forces 

branches and combat arms." 

In all aspects of the state's work, in the over-all state plan and in plans of 

individual sectors, it was necessary to manifest awareness of building up and con­

solidating the rear area, combine the economic and cultural needs with the 

national defense needs, and combine the peacetime needs with the wartime needs. 

The army itself had to participate positively inconsolidating the rear area. 

It was necessary to make the mission of building up the army and consolidating 

national defense a common undertaking of the Party and people. We had to 

c,trengthen the leaderShip of the Party, mobilize the entire army to positively 

study and work, and develop the capability of the people to participate in the 

task of building up the army and consolidating national defense. 

The 12th Plenum of the Party Central Committee had a very important significance 

with regard to the application of Marxism-Leninism to building up our people's 

armed forces and national defense under the acutal conditions of our country. The 

resolution of the plenum a document with an important theoretical nature with 

regard to our Party's military line, delineated the direction of building a pro­

fessional, modern army and a solid national defense on the basis of closely com­

bining economic development and the consolidation of national defense, and relying 

principally on our own efforts while availing ourselves of the developed economies 

and modern scientific-technical accomplishments of the fraternal nations, in 

order to create conditions for the victory of our people's anti-U.S. resistance 

war for national salvation. 

October 1957: Formation of Unit 250, the first battalion-sized concentrated unit 

in Nam Bo. 

Implementing the June 1956 resolution of the Political Bureau and the December 

1956 resolution of the Nam Bo Interzone Party Committee, in the latter part of 

1956, from the cadres and men who remained behind, the armed masses in the self­

defense struggle and armed propaganda units, and members of the forces of the dis­

sident religious sects, we were able to organize 37 armed companies to engage in 

~ccret activities: 

Western Nam Bo: 30 companies. 

Central Nam Bo: 5 Companies. 

Eastern Nam Bo: 2 companies (in Tay Ninh and Thu Dau Mot). 

In 1957 the Nam Bo Interzone Party Committee adopted the policy of using the armed 

ur~ts to carry out propaganda and support the pol~tical struggle by campaigning 

for the masses to participate in the revolution, kill tgrants, and capture 

weapons and supplies for the troops. However, it was necessary to !)reserve the 

political bases. 
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With the adoption of that policy there were launched a number of appropriately 3caled attacks, such as the following' 

On 10 Aughust 1957 the forces of Thu Dau Mot carried out armed propaganda in the town of Minh Thanh, killing 20 tyrant policemen and capturing 40 weapons and 10 vehicles. 

On 18 September 1957, the forces of Bien Hoa Province infiltrated the Trai Be lumbering camp to propagandize among the workers. They killed tyrants and captured JO weapons and a number of vehicles. 

In October 1957 Unit 250, the first battalion-sized concentrated unit of the revolutionary armed forces of Eastern Nam Bo, was formed in the old War Zone D base area. 

The maturization of the armed forces and the armed struggle signified and extreme­ly important transformation in the development of our people's revolutionary struggle in the South. 

Jl October to 7 December, Our Party delegation, headed by President Ho Chi Minh, 
visits Moscow. 

The delegation participated in the ceremony marking the 40th anniversary of the October Revolution and in the Congress of Delegates of Communist and Workers' Parties of Socialist Countries (14 to 16 November) and the Congress of Delegates of Communist and Workers' Parties of the World (16 to 19 November). 

With regard to Vietnam, the documents of those conferences helped us further illuminate our country's revolutionary path. The special session of the Party Central Committee which met at the end of December 1957 decided that the entire Party had to study those documents. Loyal to Marxism-Leninism, our Party always manifested a spirit of creativity in its line of constructing socialism in the North and struggling to achieve national unification. 

November 1957, Formation of the First Coalition Government in Laos. 

Since the end of 1954, when the Pathet Lao armed forces regrowped in Sam Hua and Phong Saly provinces and set up a revolutionary administration in those two provinces, the rightist Laotian army launched many attacks on the Pathet Lao rcgroupment areas, but all of them were repulsed. 

In December 1956 Prince Souvanna Phouma, Premier of the government of the ~ingdom of Laos, and Prince Souphavouvong, representative of the Pathet Lao Fighting f"orces, signed a Joint Declaration stipulating the formation of a Coalition Government which included the participation of the Phathet Lao. 

On 2 November 1957 the delegation of the government of the Kingdom of Laos and the delegation of the delegation of the Pathet Lao Fighting Forces signed an alcr8ement regarding the formation of a Coalition Government and the integration of the Pathet Lao Forces into the national army, and an agreeOlent 0;1 the organiza­tion of the royal administration in the provinces of Sam Nua and Phong Saly. 
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OD 19 November 1957, the National Assembly of Laos approved a list of members of 

the Coalition Government Prince Sovanna Phouma was to serve as Premier and the 

Pathet Lao would head two ministries. Prince Souphanouvong was named Minister of 

Economics and Planning, and Phumi Vongvichit was named Minister of Rites. 

On 8 December 1957 and 18 December 1957, in Sam Nua and Phong Saly the Pathet Lao 

held ceremonies to turn over those two provinces to the government of the Kingdom 

of Laos. 

On 15 December 1957 two Pathet Lao battalions went to the Plaine des Jarres to be 

integrated into the army of the Kingdom of Laos. 

In the supplementary general election held in May 1958 the Pathet Lao won nine 

seats in the Laotian National Assembly. 

The revolutionary situation continued to undergo complicated changes because of 

the plots and strategy of the U.S. imperialists in Southeast Asia and the 

Indochinese Peninsula. 

As in South Vietnam, the U.S. and their lackeys endeavored to sabotage the Geneva 

Agreements, observing only the articles advantageous to them and giving in only 

when confronted by the strength of the mass struggle. 

1958 

Mid-1958. Formation of the Eastern Nam Bo Command. 

Building on the results attained in 1957, in mid-1958 the Nam Bo Interzone Party 

Commi"tire decided to form an Eastern Nam Bo Command (later changed to the Regional 

Military Committee) and to concentrate some of the forces of the eastern Nam Bo 

provinces and organize them into four companies directly under the Eastern Nam Bo 

Command (three infantry companies, each with 75 to 100 men, and a sapper com­

pany with 65 men). 

In Tay Ninh Province, the base of the Interzone Party Committee, there was formed 

and enlarged company which was designated C.1000. 

The Interzone Party Committee decided to create two revolutionary base areas. a 

ba::;e northwest of Saigon -- ZoreB -- in Duong Minh Chau District, Tay Ninh Pro­

vince, and a base northeast of Saigon -- Zone A -- extending from Ma Da to Bu 

Champ, Thu Dau Mot Province. 

The formation of the Eastern Nam Bo Command had an important significance in that 

it helped the Interzone Party Committee unify and centralize its leadership and 

!!uidance of the armed forces of Nam Bo and prepare to advance to armed struggle. 

At the end of 1958 the Regional Military Committee restored an arsenal to produce 

mines. 

Operationally, attacks were launched on enemy outposts, combined with large-scale 

ambushes of reinforcements. For example. 
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On 10 August 1958 the enlarged company of Tay Ninh Province attacked the Dau Tien district capital, killing 200, capturing JO, and capturing more than 200 automatic weapons. It then repulsed an enemy battalion sent to reinforce Dau Tie rIg . 

On 20 October 1958 the sapper company attacked the U.S. MAAG headquarters at Bien Hoa, killing or wounding 19. 

Sununer of 1958: Interzone Party Committee of Interzone 5 issues resolution on the creation of revolutionary base areas and the initial building up of armed forces. 

0lnce the beginning of 1956 the Interzone Party Committee, taking advantage of the enemy's preoccupation with attacking the lowland areas and building on the spirit of Vietnamese-Montagnard solidarity during the anti-French resistance war period, had pursued the policy of campaigning for the masses to oppose the enemy's setting up of puppet villages and to maintain mastership in the mountain region. 

In the suwner of 1958, assimilating the experiences of Nam Bo and fully understand­ing the resolutions of the Party Central Committee and the document "The Revolu­tionary Line in the South" by comrade Le Duan, the Interzone Party Committee set forth the missions of developing the western parts of the lowland provinces in Interzone 5 and the Central Highlands into a revolutionary base area and beginning to build up armed and semi-armed forces in the mountain region, with the missions of self-defense, protection of the bases, and protection of the cadres. 

"It is necessary to consolidate the existing armed and semi-armed forces and create base area to serve as sources of support, while also creating strong mass bases in order to fulfill the fundamental conditions for maintaining and developing the armed forces. The organization of self-defense forces among the masses is intended to protect the mass struggles and rescue cadres when necessary." 

"Having reviewed the situation in the Interzone and recently gained experience in Nam Bo, we can combine limited armed struggle with political struggle .... We must know how to combine self-defense armed struggle or limited armed struggle under certain circumstances and to a certain degree, with the objectives of restricting fascism and expanding our political base 

"At present, the enemy are far along the path of fascism. We cannot rely solely on political struggle but must use limited armed struggle coordinated with political struggle in order to annihilate the Americans, give rise to a spirit of nationalism and an anti-U.S. movemen~, and wipe out the reactionaries, in order tow wir; over the fence-sitters, wipe out the big shots to shake up the underlings, and wipe out the commandoes to expand our activity. In general, our goals are to restrict fascism, lessen the enemy's prestige increase th prestige of the movement, and expand aour political base. 

"In the jungle-and-mountain areas, where the terrain is faborab:Ce ar,d there are conditions for creating bases, we can engage in gue=illa activ'..tiec combined with tho Gxpansion of activities in the midlands and in cooperatior: with armed ac"tivi­ties in Nam Bo in order to destabilize the enemy's situation, exert a very great 
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effect on the common movement, and cause the political situation to develop in our 

favor. " 

The summer-fall 1958 resolution of the Interzone Party Committee of Interzone 5 

created an important transformation in the Interzone's mountain region. Starting 

with miscellaneous self-defense activities of a spontaneous nature on the part of 

the masses, we began to form armed forces organizations to fulfill the mission 

of supporting the political struggle and self-defense armed struggle under the 

centralized leadership of the Party. 

Therefore, after the issuance of the Resolution of the 15th Central Committee· 

Plenum, the mass uprising and armed uprising in the Central Highlands and in a 

number of places in the lowlands spread rapidly and attacks were launched against 

the enemy allover the South. 

1958: Uprising of the people in Bac Ai District, Ninh Thuan Province. 

Bac Ai, a district in the mountain region of Ninh Thuan Province, was the home 

area of the hero Bi Nang Tac and an old base area during the anti-French resis­

tance war. Therefore, in the "denounce conununism" campaign and the campaign to 

herd the people into resettlement areas it was one of the enemy's main targets in 

the southernmost part of TrUng Bo. 

In October 1957 the enemy moved 2,500 people from 7 villages in eastern Bac Ai to 

the Bo Rao resettlement area, and moved 2,000 people from western Bac Ai to the 

Tam Ngan resettlement area. When the people resisted, the enemy had to ca=y out 

sweeping operations and set up outposts to control the population. 

But in 1958 during two nights the people in the Bo Rao resettlement area abandoned 

it and returned to their old villages, and at the end of 1958 the people in the 

Tam Ngan resettlement area, unable to live in the resettlement area, also returned 

to their old villages. 

The disintegration of the Bo Rao and Tam Ngan resetlement areas in Bac Ai District 

resulted from a fierce mass uprising against enemy control, from a combination of 

politics and military proselytizing, under the leadership of revolutionary cadres. 

The struggle of the masses to destroy the resettlement areas lasted throughout 

1959 and 1960. In 1959 the enemy mobilized six battalions to ~uell it, but they 

were defeated. In October 1960 those two resettlement areas were completely des­

troyed in a region-wide uprising in which the armed forces coordinated with the 

people to destroy outposts, annihilate the enemy, force the enemy to withdraw 

from many outposts, and liberate the mountain region. 

The popular uprising in Bac Ai was in fact a local uprising to destroy the enemy's 

control and maintain mastership by means of the political strength of the masses 

and their self-defense armed struggle. It had the significance of stimulating 

abroad uprising movement of the masses in Interzone 5 and the simultaneous upris­

ing movement in the future. 
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19 April: Formation of the chemical arm of the Vietnam People's Army. 

Implementing the Resolution of the 12th Central Committee Plenum on building a 
professional, modern army with many combat arms and armed forces branches, the 
formation of the chemical arm of the Vietnam People's Army was an inevitable 
development. 

In the phase of preparing to form the combat arm -- in 1956 -- we set up a team 
at the Vietnam Infantry Officers School to study combat under the conditions of 
nuclear and chemical weapons, and in March 1956 the first chemical officers 
training course was begun at the Infantry Officers School. 

On 19 April 1958 the Ministry of National Defense issued Resolution No. 098, which 
set up the Chemical Bureau of the Combat Training Department of the Military 
Training General Department, the principal mission of which was to help the Mili­
tary Training General Department guide the prevention of, and opposition to, che­
mical and nuclear warfare and build up the chemical arm. April 19, 1958 is 
regarded is the date of the founding of our army's chemical arm. Later the 
Chemical Bureau developed into the Chemical Department, directly under the General 
Staff. Chemical staff organs and chemical detachments were gradually organized 
throughout the army and were equipped with increasingly advanced modern equipment. 

During the fight against the war of destruction waged by the air force of the U.S. 
imperialists, the chemical troops cleverly used smokescreens to camouflage and 
protect the important targets, and effectively opposed the enemy's insidious plots 
to attack us with many modern weapons. 

On the southern battlefields, the chemical troops cooperated closely with the 
infantry and the other combat arms to defeat the enemy's scheme to attack us with 
chemical weapons, increased their offensive strengthe, and ensured the safety of 
our combat and transportation troops. 

December 1958: Our people allover the country protest the U.S.-Diem rrassacre at 
Phu Loi. 

In the South, the U. S. and .Diem endeavored to maintain an extremely cruel fascist 
dictatorship. In addition to the very Violent "denounce communists" campaigns in 
the rural areas and cities, they mobilized divisions of regu~ ~ troops to carry 
out large-scale, long-term clearing opeations in many places, especially in the 
old resistance war base areas, which wrecked houses, burned rice and other crops, 
raped women, and tortured and killed people in a very barbarous mariller. Allover 
the Jouth, the U.S.-Diem lackeys insanely sought revenge, robbed, extorted money, 
and arrested people without having to bring them to trial and without due pro­
cess, and killed people haphazardly in the "it's better to kill innocent people 
than to overlook someone" manner. 

At large system of concentration camps at the hamlet, village, province, and cen­
tral levels were packed with cadres, Party members, revolutionary rasses, and 
people of good wili. 
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The Phu Loi prison in Thu Dau Mot Province,33 kilometers from Saigon, had an ex­
tremely cruel prison regime intended to cause the cadres, Party members, and 
revolutionary masses there to die a slow death. The prisoners there, however, 
continued to resolutely maintain their indomitable will and al~ys manifested a 
spirit of solidarity in struggle. Realizing that they could not weaken the will 
of patriots, the U.S.-Diem gang plotted to kill large numbers of them. 

On 1 December 1958 they poisoned the food of 6,000 political prisoners in the 
camp. That day, more than 1,000 people who had been poisoned died a very horrible 
death. They fired into or sprayed with water survivors who sought help. 

When they learned of that, our people allover the country were very moved and 
were seething with anger. 

The Central Committee of the Vietnam Fatherland Front set up a Committee to Strug­
gle Against the Phu Loi Massacre. In the North between 20 and 23 January 1959 
nearly 500,000 people participated in demonstrations protesting the U.S.-Diem 
massacre. In Hanoi, 297,000 people participated in 412 protest rallies. 

The people in the south, including some soldiers in Diem's army, were extremely 
angry over the insane act of the U.S.-Diem gang in Phu Loi. People went to the 
Phu Loi prison camp demanding to save the victims. The relatives of the survivors 
in the prison camp went on a hunger strike to protest the Ngo Dinh Diem gang and 
demand that the survivors be given emergency treatment. 

In the southern provinces, especially in Nam Bo, there broke out many struggles to 
expose the U.S.-Diem crime at Phu Loi. All pagodas and churches in Ben Tre held 
services to pray for the revolutionary warriors killed at Phu Loi. 

The nationwide struggle to protest the Phu Loi massacre and expose the U.S.-Diem 
crimes lasted until March 1959. 

1959 

March 1959: The Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee issues a direc­
tive on the mission of creating a revolutionary base in the Central Highlands. 

The Political Bureau determined that the Central Highlands (including the moun­
tainous areas of Interzone 5 and the jungle-and mountains area of northeast Nam 
Bo) occupied a very important strategic position with regard to both the enemy 
and ourselves. 

The U.S. and Diem were endeavoring to develop the Central Highlands into a mobile 
military base center in the South. Faced with the world revolutiorary movement, 
the growing strength of the North, and the rRvolutionary movement in the South, 
they were increasingly determined to hold onto the Central Highlands but had many 
major weaknesses. The most basic weakness was the contradiction between the 
U.S.-Diem gang and the ethnic minority peoples. The local reactionary forces 
-- the source of support of the U.S.-Diem gang -- were still weak and small in 
numbers, so it would be diffiuclt for them to control the people. 
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The ethnic consciousness of the ethnic minority groups became stronger and pro­
gress was made in achieving solidarity among them. The revolutionary bases and 
the struggle movement developed relatively uniformly. The governmental adminis­
tration belonged largely to the enemy, but we were endeavoring to win control 
of most of the hamlets and villages. Many places had double administrations (in 
form they belonged to the enemy but with regard to content they belonged to us). 
In places which did not yet have enemy administrations the people governed them­
selves in accordance with their customs. The people had a tradition of armed 
self-defense and took advantage of the rough terrain. Economically, the Central 
Highlands had latent capabilities and the people were experienced in self­
sufficiency production. The influence of the Party and of President Ho Chi Minh 
was relatively deep and broad among the people. The Party exercised continuous 
leadership and the cadres sacrificed devotedly and remained close to the people. 
Those were basic advantages and were also the main conditions for building a 
revolutionary base. But we also had difficulties and weaknesses with regard to 
the level of understanding and the revolutionary experience of the people, with 
regard to economics, with regard to the number and quality of cadres, etc. 

The Political Bureau set forth the mission of "endeavoring to develop the Central 
Highlands into the main revolutionary base in the South," While also positively 
defeating the U.S.-Diem plan to construct a base comples and create a strong 
position in the South, advancing to attacking the enemy, and contributing posi­
tively to defending the North. 

The Political Bureau directive stressed the contents of base development included 
many aspects. politics (civilian many proselyting, ethnic solidarity, and the 
construction of our political administration base), self-sufficiency economics, 
the building up of revolutionary armed forces, and campaigning among enemy 
soldiers. All tasks would be led by the Party, so it would be necessary to step 
up the Party building work and oppose purely military thoughts while also being 
on guard against the style of spreading out guidance evenly without focusing on 
the key tasks in each period of time, in order to promote the building and con­
solidation of bases. 

The Political Bureau pointed out that the present goals of the development and use 
of armed forces were to help the political struggle advance to the carrying out of 
limited guerrilla warfare, threatening the enemy, and expanding our status of 
initiative. The long-range goals were to strengthen the revolutionary forces 
and prepare objective conditions for advancing to the overthrow of the U.S.-Diem 
clique, and become the main force in defending the revolutionary administration 
in the future. Therefore, in providing guidance it was necessary to stress the 
development of armed forces, for only with strong armed forces could we defend 
th" bases and advance the revolution. 

May 1959: The Party Central Committee holds its 15th Plenum. 

The plenum reviewed the situation in our country since the si€ning 0: the Ge~eva 
Agreements and set forth the revolutionary lines of the ratic~ a2 a whole and for 
the South. 
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The plenum analyzed the characteristics of the situation and determined that the 
ba~ic missions of the revolution in the South were to "Liberate the South from 
the ruling yoke of the imperialists and feudalists, achieve national independence 
and land reform, complete the people's democratic national revolution in the 
South, and build a Vietnam that is peaceful, unified, independent, democratic, 
rich, and strong." 

The resolution affirmed that "The basic path of development of the revolution in 
the South is to use violence, and that according to the specific situation and 
present requirements of the revolution the line of using violence is using the 
strength of the masses and relying principally on the political forces of the mas­
ses, in combination with armed forces to a greater or lesser degree, depending on 
the situation, in order to overthrow the rule of the imperialists and colonialists 
and set up a revolutionary regime of the people. 

"In order to attain those objectives it is necessary to have a long, arduous, and 
heroic struggle process and positively consolidate and meticulously develop for­
ces, for only then could there be conditions for taking advantage of favorable 
opportunities and winning ultimate victory." 

W~th regard to the form of struggle, the resolution presented the followinF 
analysis: "In that process of difficult, arduous, and complicated struggle the 
political struggle form is the principal form, but because the enemy forces are 
determined to submerge the revolution in blood and flames, and due to the needs of 
the revolutionary movement in the South, to a certain extent there will be formed 
self-defense and armed propaganda forces in order to support the political strug­
gle. However, when using self-defense forces and armed propaganda forces it is 
necessary to thoroughly understand the principle of serving the political struggle 
and obeying the political struggle. 

"But because the U.S. imperialists are the most belligerent imperialists, under 
such conditions the uprising of the people in the south is capable of becoming a 
protracted armed struggle." 

The 15th Plenum of the Party Central Committee was an extremely important 
milestone in the development of the situation and met the ardent aspirations of 
the revolutionary masses. The plenum not only set forth the principle-like line 
of the revolution in the South but also established a basis on which to advance to 
~etting forth accurate and comprehensive strategic missions. 

The Resolution of the plenum strongly mobilized the revolutionary spirit of the 
prcople, further strengthened unanimity in the Party toward the revolutionary line 
in the South and created a fundamental transformation and great leap forward in 
the revolutionary movement in ~ South in 1959 and 1960, the high point of which 
wa~ the simultaneous uprising movement. 

May 1959: Formation of Group 559. 

At the end of May 1959, the Military Commission of the ?arty Central Committee 
i:;sued a Resolution offiCially setting up Group 559, which had the missions of, 
along with the liaison route of the Unification COmmittee,creatingthe first foot­
travel route connecting the North and South, and organizing the sending of people, 
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weapons, and supplies to the revolution in the South, first of all to Interzone5. 

During 16 years of operation Group 559, which at first had only a few hundred 
people who primarily used cargo bicycles on narrow trails, became a force with 
many components: transportation troops, military engineers, infantry, anti­
aircraft artillery, POL troops, communications units, etc., totalling tens of 
thousands of people and thousands of cargo trucks organized into many divisions, 
regiments, troop encampments, workshops, stations, etc. There was created a 
strategic route bearing the name of the great Uncle Ho which crossed the Truong 
Son mountains, connected the battlefields, and amounted to a relatively complete 
land route, pipeline, and river route network. 

Group 559 personnel, also called the Truong Son troops, primarily used mechanized 
transportation facilities supplemented by nonmechanized transportation facilities 
and effectively served the sending of supplies to many battlefields and to many 
large campaigns of the armed forces, transported hundreds of thousands of people 
south and north, and transported millions of tons of cargo despite fierce bombing 
and land attacks by the enemy troops. 

During the General Offensive and Uprising of the spring of 1975, Group 559 rapidly 
organized the transporting of large corps, transported a large volume of material­
technical supplies to the battlefield and, especially, ensured that the strategic 
corps moved with marvellous rapidity and promptly participated in the historic Ho 
Chi Minh campaign. 

During a conference held to recapitulate the Group's work in 1966 and 1967, Senior 
General vo Nguyen Giap sent a letter of commendation to the Group's cadres and men 
and encouraged them to endeavor to become: 

A very skilled strategic rear services army. 

A very skilled fighting army. 

A very skilled production army. 

An international army very skilled at helping our friends. 

Of those missions, the strategic rear services mission oasthe most important. 

Comrade Le Duan, when visiting Group 559, said: "The Truong Son route is a bril­
liant feat of arms in the history of our people's anti-U.S. resistance war. 

"The Truong Son route is also a route which expresses determination to win, 
bravery, and a heroic spirit. It is a route which connects North and South, 
unifies the nation, and is a route to our homeland's rich future. 

The heroic Truong Son troops fought and won on the route bearing the name of the 
grea t Uncle Ho." 
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Group 559 brilliantly fulfilled the missions assigned to it by the upper echelon. 
On Jl May 1976 the Group was awarded the Hero of the People's Armed Forces desig­
nation by the National Assembly of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. Fifty-
fi ve units and J4 cadres and men of the Group were awarded the glorious Hero of 
the People's Armed Forces designation. 

July 1959: Formation of Group 759. 

In order to positively aid the struggle in the South, in addition to organizing 
Group 559 the Military Commission of the Party Central Committee concluded that 
it was necessary to organize a maritime route to transport weapons, ammunition, 
and equipment to the South. 

In July 1959 the Ministry of National Defense decided to set up Group 759, which 
at first was only a group of cadres directly under the General Staff who were 
assigned the mission of studying that matter. 

At the beginning of 1961 the Political Bureau directed that the Nam Bo coastal 
provinces send boat units to the North to obtain weapons and exchange experiences 
regarding the sea route to the South. 

In June 1961 a motorized four-ton-capacity boat from Ben Tre Province was the 
first boat to arrive in the North. It was followed by boats from Ca Mau, Tra 
Vinh, and other province. 

On 14 September 1962, Group 759's ship Phuong Dong 1 set out on the first trip to 
Ca Mau and reached its destination safely. 

During the first 10months, five ships with capacities of 50 to 60 tons made 21 
trips to the coastal provinces of the South. 

By the end of 1964, Group 759 had dozens of steel ships with capacities of 50 to 
100 tons and relatively modern equipment. The Ministry of National Defense 
decided to place Group 759 under the direct control of the Naval Command and 
change its designation to Group 125. The Group not only transported cargo to Nam 
Bo but even transported weapons to the coastal provinces of southern Trung Bo. 

In F'ebruary 1965 the enemy discovered us at Vung Ro in Phu Yen Province. By that 
time we had transported nearly 5,000 tons of weapons to the South, mostly to Nam 
Bo. 

The U.S. and its puppets strengthened their naval forces and air forces in order 
to tightly patrol the southern coast, after which the transporting of cargo became 
very arduous and fierce. However,Group 125 continued to come up with innovations, 
overcame difficulties, and continued to do its work. A t times it he.d to take a 
very round-about way, following international shipping routes to Indonesia or 
SinGaPore and then heading toward the South. 

During its lJ years of operations, (1962-1975), the maritime transportation unit 
contributed importantly to the development, combat, and victory of our soldiers 
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and people in the South. Its prompt service to the Binh Gia campaign at the end 
of 1964 had a very important significance. 

20 July 1959: "Vietnam Day," a stronl'; manifestation of the spirit of Asian­
African solidarity in oposing the U.S. 

The Asian-African People's Solidarity Council, meeting in Cairo, appealed for the 
Asian-African Solidarity Committee and all peace-loving people of the world to 
make 20 July 1959 "Vietnam Day," to demand that the U.S. withdraw from South 
Vietnam, that it abandon its military bases in South Vietnam, that negotiations be 
held between North and South Vietnam to organize free nationwide elections, that 
the regime in the South immediately end all acts which harmed the people and 
abolish all fascist laws, etc. 

On 20 July 1959 the first "Vietnam Day" was solemnly observed by organizations in 
more than 20 countries. For many years thereafter "Vietnam Day" was observed in 
many countries on 20 July to support our people's resistance to aggression by the 
U.S. imperialists. 

"Vietnam Day" had a fine, important significance. It was a manifestation of the 
sincere solidarity and ardent support of the Asian-African people for our people, 
who were struggling to achieve national unification. It increasingly demonstrated 
that the Vietnamese people's struggle for independence and unification was in­
tegrally related to the national independence and peace preservation movement of 
the people of Asia, Africa, and the world. It also caused our people to be 
increasingly confident in the inevitable success of their revolutionary undertak­
ing. 

September 1959: Formation of Group 959. 

In 1959, because of the revolutionary situation and missions in Laos, the Central 
Committee of the Vietnam Lao Dong Party and the Central Committee of the Laotian 
People's ReVolutionary Party, on the basis of close, loyal cooperation and 
solidarity in combat against the common enemy and aggression, for the independence 
and freedom of the Vietnamese and Laotian people, and combining true patriotism 
with pure proletarian internationalism, agreed to organize a delegation of Viet­
namese military specialists to work side-by-side with the Military Commission and 
Supreme Command of the Laotian People's Liberation Army. 

In September 1959, .Group 959 was set up and was assigned the mission of serving 
as specialists for the Military Commission and Supreme Command of tne Laotian 
People's Liberation Army, and organizing the supplying of Vietnamese material to 
the Laotian revolution and directly commanding the Vietnamese volunteer units 
operating in the Sam Nua, Xieng Khcang, and Vientiane. 

After 14 years of activity, following the Vientiane Agreement in 197J, Group 959 
terrrlinated its mission. Group 959, which had the confidence of the Military Com­
mission and Supreme Command of the Laotian People's Liberation Army, and the 
heartfelt support of the cadres and men of the Laotian revolutionary armed forces, 
fulfilled its mission well. The Vietnamese military specialists and volunteer 
troops, along with the fraternal Laotian revolutionary armed forces, defeated the 
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counterrevolutionary armed forces, advanced to liberating all of Laos, contributed 
positively to consolidating the rare exemplary solidarity between the people and 
armed forces of Vietnam and Laos, and contributed to furthering the favorable 
development of the revolutionary war in our country. 

1959. The Tra Bong uprising and our people's uprising movement in the South at 
the end of 1959. 

Although the resolution of the 15th Plenum of the Party Central Committee was not 
disseminated to the provinces in Nam Bo and Interzone 5 until December 1959, our 
Party organizations and people in the Sout[o quickly and skilfully accepted, and 
transformed into revolutionary activity, the spirit of changing the status of the 
revolution step-by-step on the part of the Central Committee and the Political 
Bureau. 

Many localities in the South armed themselves for self-defense, orgnized defenses, 
combined political struggle with military struggle, broke up the population concen­
tration zones, and opposed the enemy's sweeping and population resettlement 
operations. Most outstanding among them was the upr~s~ng in Tra Bong, a 
mountain-region district in the western part of ~uang Ngai Province, during the 
last months of 1959. 

By mid-1959, Tra Bong had Party organizations at the base and district levels, 
had strong political power, had extensive self-defense and guerrilla forces, had 
local troops, was experienced in legal and illegal political struggle, and had 
readied a plan for the uprising. 

On 28 August 1959, 16,000 ethnic minority people in Tra Bong District, taking 
advantage of the boycott of the puppet National Assembly elections of the U.S.­
Diem clique, under the timely leadership of the District Party Committee and the 
Provincial Party Committee, and with the support of the province's 339th Platoon, 
arose and eliminated the puppet administrations in 16 villages, forced the 
abandonment of 7 posts, killed 161 of the enemy, punished 61 puppet tyrants and 
bullies, set up revolutionary administrations in the hamlets and villages, and 
eliminated the tyrants in all 6 lowland villages. In the entire district, there 
remained only one post in the district seat, which was surrounded, and the dis­
trict chief and his deputy fled to the provincial capital. 

The popular uprisi"g, with its strong spirit, quickly spread to a number of 
neighboring villages in the district of Son Tra, Ba To, and Min,,, Long. 

The enemy resisted fiercely by launching sweeping operations combined with an 
economic blockade. But under the close guidance of the Interzone Party Committee 
and t.he Provincial Party Committee, and with the aid of the surrounding districts 
1n Quang Ngai and Quang Nam provinces and the provincial and int.erzone armed 
forces, Tra Bong continued to hold and expand a base area connecting with the 
nearby districts. 

The Tra Bong uprising was regarded as one of the first local upr~slngs in the 
transition phase of t.he revolution in the south in late 1959. It had the effect 
of furthering the strong advance of the common movement. 



There were uprisings in other localities during that period, such as the fol­
lowing: 

The people of the villages of Ta Loc, Ta Let, and Ha Ri in Vinh Thach District 
(western Binh Dinh Province), led by Party cadres, struggled against the enemy's 
population resettlement activities. In February 1959 they entered the jungle to 
openly oppose the enemy, organized self-defense forces, many times defeated enemy 
sweeping operations, and maintained the movement. In 1960 the movement spread 
throughout the district. Building on the victory in Vinh Thach, the people 
expanded the base area to four districts in the province and organized many 
guerrilla units. 

The people in the Tho Lo area of Van Canh District in western Phu Yen Pro­
vince opposed the enemy continuously throughout 1957 and prevented them from con­
centrating the people and settihg up hamlets. In May 1959 our people openly kil­
led tyrants and bullies. In September 1959 we organized a local platoon, created 
a liberated area connecting seven villages in Tuy Hoa 1 District, of tern attacked 
the enemy when they were setting up posts or conducting sweeping operations, and 
maintained and expanded the movement until in 1961, the entire mountain area of 
Phu Yen Province was liberated. 

The base area in the Central Highlands was maintained. Gia Lai, Cong Tum, and 
Dac Lac provinces each had one or two dissident plattons which openly opposed 
the enemy. For example', in November 1959 the people of Ta Booc Village in Dac Pet 
District, Cong Tum Province, killed a First Lieutenant and four soldiers who 
entered the village to conscript laborers, then burned down their village and went 
to live in the jungle. The guerrillas of village A3 in District 7, Gia Lai Pro­
vince, wiped out an enemy reconnaissance squad disguised as a team spraying DDT to 
eliminate malaria, killing 7 and capturing 7 weapons. 

In Nam Bo, since October 1959 the people in a number of 91d resistance war areas 
put up armed resistance against sweeping operations, arose to destroy the 
"agrovilles" destroyed the enemy's control, and disintegrated the enemy's base­
level administration. Especially, the uprising of the people in the districts of 
Chon Thanh, Duon", Minh Chau, and Ben Cau killed tyrants and destroyed the enemy's 
control between August and October 1959. The prOvinces of Kien Tuang and Kien 
Phong built up rather strong armed forces and in October 1959 repulsed a sweeping 
operation launched by a division in the Quang Cung area, killing many of tne 
enemy and capturing more than 100 weapons. The echo of that battle reverberated 
allover the Nam Bo province . 

. ~ October 1959: Formation of the armored arm of the Vietnam People'" Army. 

Implementing the Resolution of the 12th Plenum of the Party Central Committee 
regarding the gradual development of the People's Army to a professional, moder" 
statu::; with a full complement of armed forces branches and combat arms, the 
armored arm was formed and became one of our army I s moderl-; tech!"~ical camba t arms. 

October 5th, 1959, the day on which the first tank regiment was for:o,eci, is the 
combat arm's anninversary date. 
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On 24 January 1968, Battalion 198 of the 20)d Regiment, representing the entire 
combat arm, participated in combat for the first time in a battle to wipe out the 
Ta May strongpoint on Route 9. In that battle, which opened the way to the Lang 
Vay strong pint, the unit outstandingly fulfilled its mission. With a spirit of 
"we must win a victury in the very first battle; even if there is only one tank 
left we must be determined to fight; even if there is only one person left we 
must be determined to fight; fight even in daytime; fight until we win victory," 
under very difficult circumstances during the assault, one of the battalion's 
companies bravely passed through the breach and wrought havoc inside the camp, 
thus creating favorable conditions for the infantry to fulfill their mission in 
tree battle. Soon thereafter, on 7 February 1968, Battalion 198 won a resouding 
victory in the battle to wipe out the Lang Yay strongpoint. 

During following years, in the Route 9-Southern Laos campaign in 1971 and in the 
strategic offensive of 1972, on the battlefields of the South as well as on the 
battlefields of Laos and Kampuchea, the armor combat arm continually developed its 
combat tradition and fulfilled all missions assigned to it by the upper echelon. 

During the General Offensive and Uprising of 1975 the armored units continued im­
portantly to the victories of the Central Highlands and Hue-Da Nang campaigns, and 
on 30 April 1975 two tanks -- No. 390 and No. 843 -- led the 20}d Brigade in the 
II Corps formation and in a bold, rapid penetration to the puppet administration's 
Presidential Palace in Saigon. Bui Quang Than, a tank company commander, lowered 
the "three stripes" flag of the puppet administration and had the honor of raising 
the flag of the revolution, signifying the total victory of the Ho Chi Minh 
campaign. 

On 20 October 1976 the armor combat arm was awarded the designation Hero of the 
People's Armed Forces by the National Assembly of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam. With its glorious tradition of "Winning victory 11;, all battles," it 
smashed the enemy's resistance when it entered the battle, along with the infantry 
wipe out the enemy and mastered the battlefield, and contributed worthily to the 
total victory of our people and armed forces in the war against the U.S. imperial­
ist aggressors. 

1959: The first Laotian Coalition Government Collapses. 

The basic plot of the U.S. imperialists was to annex Indochina and implement their 
neocolonial policy. Therefore, they had to find a way to attack and liquidate the 
n,volutionary accomplishments achieved by the Laotian people in the anti-French 
resistance war. 

0[, 11 May 1959 the Government of the Kingdom of Laos ordered that the two Pathet 
Lao battalions in the Plaine des Jarres be surrounded, and that they lay down 
their arms within 24 hours. 

During the night of 18 May 1959, Pathet Lao battalion No.2 withdrew from the 
Flaine des Jarres to its base area. On 12 June 1959, the battalion issued a 
declaration which clearly expressed its determination to protect th" people, and 
or. 1 July 1959 it issued a declaration to the people of the entire nation regard­
ing U.S. intervention in Laos and appealed for the people to unite in struggling 
for the correct implementation of the Geneva Agreement on Laos. 



On 23 July 1959, the government of Phui Sananikon ordered the arrest of the Pathet 
Lao leaders who were present in Vientianne, including Prince Souphanouvong and 
is:3ued a communique which stated that those comrades would be tried for serious 
crimes. 

Prior to that, at the beginning of 1959, when the rightist army was continuously 
violating our country's border in the Huong Lap area, the Laotian reactionaries 
many times falsely accused the Democratic Republic of Vietnam of concentrating 
troops along the Vietnam-Laos border. They also declared a state of emergency in 
five provinces bordering Vietnam and sent reinforcements to Sam Nua Province. 
Those were enemy plots of long standing. 

Because of the U.S. plots and the traitorous acts of the reactionary Laotian 
lackeys, the first Laotian Coalition Government collapsed and the Laotian people 
had to arise and carry out a protracted struggle in order to win victory. 

1960. 

1 January, Promulgation of the first socialist constitution in our country. 

Following the victory of the resistance war against the French colonialist aggres­
ssors, the completely liberated North changed over to the phase of socialist 
revolution. The constitution of 1946, our country's first democratic constitu­
tion, was no longer appropriate. On 23 January 1957 our country's National As­
sembly decided. to amend the constitution and set up a Constitution Amendment 
Commission headed by President Ho Chi Minh. In July 1958 the first draft was 
submitted for discussion by cadres at the various levels and among the people. 
Many opinions were solicited, even from our compatriots in the South and Viet­
namese living abroad. 

On 31 December 1959 the new constitution was approved by the 11th Session of the 
First National Assembly. 

On 1 January 1960, President Ho Chi Minh signed an order officially promulgating 
the new constitution, the first socialist constitution in our country. 

The nature of the state, the basic concern of the constitution, was stated explic­
itly in the preamble to the constitution. "Our state is a popular democratic 
state which is based on the worker-peasant alliance and is led by the working clas 
class. " Article 1 of the cons ti tution stipulates that "Vietnam is a.n integral who 
whole encompassing both the North and the South and is indivisible." 

~he new constitution determined that the path of development of the revolution in 
t'1e Horth would be as follows, "The Democratic Republic of Vietna.m will gradually 
advance from a people's democracy regime to socialism, and will transform its 
backward economy into a socialist economy with modern a,gricul ture and industry and 
advanced science and technology." 
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Th" new constitution, which expressed the superior nature of the political system 
of the Vietnamese state, delineated the objectives in order to mobilize the 
people allover the country to endeavor to win victory in the new phase of the 
revolution. 

President Ho Chi Minh said, "Our new constitution has further encourages the 
people of the North to compete in socialist construction and encourages the people 
in ~he South to struggle persistently for freedom, democrary, and national unifi­
catl.on. " 

17 ,January, The simultaneous uprising in Ben Tre and in many other Nam Bo and 
Central Highlands province. 

During the last monthsof 1959 and the first months of 1960, due to the seething 
revolutionary situation and the guidance of the resolution of the 15th Party Cen­
tral Committee Plenum, the Party committee echelons in the South rapidly re­
oriented their struggle motto, launched a high tide of mass uprisings with the 
positive support of the armed forces, and shifted the revolutionary movement in 
the South over to an offensive status to win mastership in the rural areas. 

Our people arose in a number of provinces in Nam Bo and the Central HighlandS, and 
in the mountainous areas of the lowland areas of Interzone 5. They amounted to a 
great revolutionary uprising which signified the beginning of a seriOUs, tangled 
political crisis of the U.S.-Diem regime and also began the period in which the 
revolution would change over to an offensive posture allover the South. An 
uprising of an e'xemplary nature was the simultaneous uprising of the people in Ben 
Tre Province, where uprising masses created extremely rich struggle forms in the 
spirit of emphasizing politics, the use of arms as a key factor, and the main­
tenance of the rnasres' legal status. 

Beginning on 17 January 1960, within a short period of time the districts of Mo 
Cay, Minh Tan, and Thanh Phu, under the leadership of the local Party organiza­
tions, simultaneously arose to shatter or paralyze the enemy's hamlet and village 
governmental administrations, set up People's Self-Government Committees, con­
fiscated the land of cruel landlords and divided it up among the poor peasants, 
and organized and developed their armed forces to oppose the enemy's counterat­
tacks and maintain the people's mastership right. 

The simultaneous uprising movement rapidly spread to many province in Nam Bo and 
the Central Highlands, and in the western parts of the lowland Interzone 5 pro­
vinces. The revolution gained control in a vast, strategically import and area 
which connected the Central Highlands with the eastern and western Nam Bo areas 
and the provinces of the Interzone 5 lowlands, and also encouraged the masses in 
the cities and municipalities, especially in Saigon-Cho Lon, to launch strong 
:;truglles. In addition to smashing tje control system of the puppet tyrants, 
the masses set up their own self-government, administrations and armed forces. 
V:any militia, guerrilla, self-defense, and local provincial and district units 
were developed very rapidly. Arming the masses and creating and developing con-
80ntrated units became urgent requirements of the movement to develop the offen­
'3i ve and resist the .enemy' s counterattacks. 



The simultaneous uprlslng movement transformed the revolution in the South from 
a status of conserving forces to a status of strong, continuous offensives, and 
gave rise to a revolutionary high tide of armed uprisings by the masses in vast 
rural areas. 

"That revolutionary high tide is in fact an uprlslng movement of the masses, 
local, step-by-step uprisings of the people's revolutionary movement to win 
political power, create people's revolutionary administrations in the hamlets and 
villages, and create the initial organizations of the People's Army in the vil­
lages, districts, and provinces." (Letter from comrade Le Duan to the Nam Bo 
Interzone Party Committee, 28 April 1961.) 

Therefore, the simultaneous uprising was an initial, very basic victory in our 
people's protracted struggle aggainst the U.S. imperialist aggressors. 

With the simultaneous uprising movement, our Party learned many great lessons re­
garding revolutionary guidance, such as the correct evaluation of the enemy and 
ourselves, full comprehension of the viewpoint of violence, the concept of 
strategic offensive, the application of the art of guiding armed uprisings, ecc. 

26 January: The Tua Hai battle, one of the first large battles of the revolu­
tionary armed forces in the South. 

At the beginning of 1960, the Nam Bo Interzone Party Corr~ittee adopted the policy 
to fighting a large annihilating battle to further the common movement, support 
the masses in arising to kill the tyrants and destroy the control apparatus, 
liberate the countryside, and capture weapons from the enemy with which to e~uip 
the revolutionary armed forces. 

The Military Committee of the South selected as its objective Tua Hai, the base of 
the 7th Regiment of the enemy's 5th Division, 7 kilometers from the city of Tay 
Ninh. The Interzone Party Committee approved that decision. 

Although we had only a small force we selected Tua Hai, a large base, as our 
objective, for we fully understood the enemy's situation, had activists in the 
enemy's ranks, and persuaded a number of enemy soldiers to be syrr.pathetic and not 
oppose the revolution. 

Our forces consisted of three infantry companies and a sapper corr.pany under the 
direct command of the Regional Military Committee. We combined a surprise attack 
with military proselytizing and sent a sapper force inside before opening fire. 

T,,·- time of the attack was the night of 26 January 1960, i.e. The night of the 
27th and the early morning of the 28th of the lunar Tet mnnth, a time when the 
enemy was very careless. 

B"cause we fully grasped the si tua tion, made careful pre para ciO,15, a:1d had an 
accurate plan, after only 20 minutes of fighting our troops co:npletely mastered 
t'le Tua Hai base t killing or wounding 400 of the enemy. Morc thaD 1, OCi(:, e~emy 
officers and enlisted men surrendered and we destroyed a 105 mID aJ"tillery 
battalion and a battalion of light tanks and captured more than 5,GOO weapons and 
thrcec, trucks loaded with ammunition. 
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------ ------------

The battle of Tua Hai, one of the first large battles of the revolutionary armed 
forces in the South, resulted in the annihilation of many of the enemy and the 
capture of a large number of the enemy. It was also the battle which began the 
period of political struggle combined with armed struggle in eastern Nam Bo. 

1 l~arch: First population census in the North. 

In order to serve the mission of constructing socialism in the North and meet the 
requirements of strengthening national defense and aiding the revoltuionary war to 
liberate the South, in 1960 our Party and government decided to carry out the 
first population census in the North. 

According to the census, as of 1 March 1960, the 32 provinces, municipalities, and 
zones directly under the central echelon in the North r~d a total population of 
15,916,955, including 7,687,814 men and 8,229,141 women. The most populous pro­
vince was Thanh Hoa, with 1,598,261 people. 

It was very important that we have accurate knowledge of our population. It 
helped the Party and government have a solid basis on which to draft plans to 
develop the economy, strengthen national defense, and resolve problems regarding 
policies, culture, and society in the enterprise of constructing socialism and 
defending the nation. 

April 196 Promulgation of the Military Obligation Law. 

Beginning with the formation of our army, and throughout the anti-French resis­
tance war, troop recruitment had been voluntary and based on the voluntary spirit 
of all patriotic citizens. 

"Our former way of doing things was thus completely necessary and rational." 

Now, "the situation has changed, peace has been restored, the North has been 
liberated and has begun to be consolidated, and the land reform has essentially 
been completed. In view of that situation, the system of voluntary enlistment 
must be replaced with a system of obligatory military service." (Report of the 
Political Bureau of the 12th Party Central Committee Plenum.) 

After a period of study, at the end of 1957 the Council of Ministers assigned to 
the lUnistry of National Defense, in coordination with the relevant organs, or­
~anize test points regarding the application of the obligatory military service 
~y3tem in Vinh Phuc Province. 

In 1958, the test points were expanded to Hai Duong, Nghe An, and Ha Nam pro­
vinces, and to Phu Yen District in Son La Province. 

In 1959, nearly all of the provinces in the North organized test points for 
lh" implementation of the obligatory military service system in one or two dis­
tricts. 

After being amended and supplemented after the trial applications, the Military 
Obligation Law was offiCially approved by the National Assembly of the Democratic 
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Republic of Vietnam. In April 1960, President Ho Chi Minh signed a decree pro­
mulgating that law. 

"The implementation of the obligatory military service system increases the 
people's consciousness of national defense and enables all citizens to serve in 
the army and fulfill their obligations to defend the homeland." (Report of the 
Political Bureau at the 12th Plenum of the Party Central Committee.) By imple­
menting the new obligatory military service it was possible to have a large 
powerful reserve force which has undergone training, while reducing the standing 
army and economizing on manpower and materiel in order to step up national con­
struction. By implementing the new obligatory military service system it was 
possible to create favorable conditions for implementing the professional sys­
tems in the army and overcoming the irrationalities and limitations caused by the 
system of voluntary enlistment over a long period of time. 

The promulgation and implementation of the Military Obligation Law contributed 
importantly to the task of mobilizing and recruiting troops in order to build up 
our armed forces and defeat the U.S. imperialists in both the South and the North. 

8 May: Election of the Second National Assembly. 

Due to the wartime conditions, the term of the First National Assembly was ex­
tended from 1946 to 1960. 

The war had ended, the North had been completely liberated, the new constitution 
had been promulgated, and on 8 May 1960 97.52 percent of the voters in the North 
cast ballots to elect the Second National Assembly. 

Some 362 people were elected as delegates to the National Assembly. The person 
receiving the most votes was President Ho Chi Minh, a candidate in Ba Dinh Ward, 
Hanoi, who received 99.91 percent of the votes. With regard to the composition of 
the delegates to the Second National Assembly, 65 were members of ethnic minority 
groups, 49 were women, 40 were youths between 21 and 30 years old, 46 were pea­
sants, 20 were military personnel, 65 were engaged in scientific, artistic, or 
educational work, 2 were members of the national bourgeoisie, J were priests, and 
2 were Buddhist priests. 

During its first session the Second National Assembly elected: 

President: comrade Ho Chi Minh. 

Vice President:comrade Ton Duc Thang. 

Chairman of the Standing Committee of National Assembly: comrade TTuong 
Chinh . 

Premier: corrcrade Pham Van Dong. 

During that session the National Assembly also elected a National Defense Council 
and appointed the Director of the Supreme People's Organ of Contro;_ and the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme People's Court. 
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'l'1,u perfecting and consolidating of the central legislative and executive organs, 
so that they could be appropriate to the requirements of the new situation and 
missions, strengthened the proletarian dictatorship state in order to construct 
and defend the sociali3t North, while also aiding the great front line in the 
South. 

5 to 10 September: Third Congress of the Vietnam Lao Dong Party. 

This was the first time -- after 30 years of arduous and heroic struggle -- that 
our Party had held a Congress in the capital of the homeland. 

Participating in the Congress were 525 official delegates and 51 alternate 
delegates, who represented 500,000 Party members throughout the nation. Nearly 
20 delegations of other communist parties also attended the Congress. 

The Congress reviewed the work since the Second Party Congress (February 1951) 
and outlined a program for the revolutionary line for our country as a whole and 
the lines for the two regions. "The common missions of the Vietnamese revolu­
tion at the present time are strengthening national solidarity, resolutely strug­
gling to maintain the peace, and promoting the socialist revolution in the North, 
while promoting the people's democratic national revolution in the South, achiev­
ing national unification on the basis of independence and democracy, building a 
peaceful, unified, independent, democratiC, rich, and strong Vietnam, truly con­
tributing to strengthening the socialist bloc, and protecting peace in Southeast 
Asia and in the world. 

The Congress decided to amend the Party Statutes and to elect a new Central Com­
mittee. The 1st Plenum of the Party Central Committee elected PreSident Ho Chi 
Minh as Party Secretary and comrade Le Duan as First Secretary of the Party Cen­
tral Committee, elected a Political Bureau consisting of 11 regular members and 2 
alternate members, and elected a Party Central Committee Secretariat with 7 
members. 

The Third Party Congress was a very important event in the history of our coun­
try's revolution. On the basis of the development of the revolutionary situation 
in both parts of our country and common tendency of the world revolution. The 
Congress delineated an independent, autonomous, creative political line intended 
to promote the people's democratic national revolution in the South and the 
socialist revolution in the North, and develop the combined strength of the two 
great revolutions of the era in our country and abroad, in order to defeat the 
U.S. imperialists and their lackeys. 

The Congress analyzed, and set forth in a scientific, creative manner, our coun­
try's two strategic revolutionary missions and the relationship between those two 
0trategic missions, and outlined the prospect of inevitable victory for the re­
volution and the mode of operation for winning victory in each region. 

The line delineated by the 
constructing socialism and 
fied a new maturization of 
future victories. 

Congress illuminated the path for 
struggling to unify the homeland. 
our Party's leadership and served 
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20 October, Simultaneous uprisings by the ethnic minority people and armed forces 
in the Central Highlands. 

In 1960, our people's uprising movement rapidly spread to nearly all provinces in 
Nam Bo and the western parts of the coastal provinces in Interzone 5. 

In the Central Highlands, the simultaneous uprising began with the attack and 
uprising in Dac Ta, which gave rise to a revolutionary mass movement in all three 
Central Highlands province. 

Dac Ta was located on strategic Rt. 14 north of Cong Tum. On 20 October 1960 the 
soldiers and people there simultaneously attacked the outposts at Dac Ru, Dac lay, 
Dac Ta, Dac Bun, etc. When we wiped out the Dac Ru and Dac Lay posts, the enemy 
at Dac Ta fled in panic and the Dac Bun outpost surrendered.. We killed or 
captured 300 of the enemy and captured 50 weapons. East of Cong Tum we attacked 
and wiped out the Mang But and Mang Den outposts and destroyed seven enemy 
vehicles on Rt. 5. At the same time, the people in Gia Lai attacked and wiped out 
the Kanak outpost (near An Khe) and the Le Thanh outpost in Gia Lai. In Dac Lac 
took the Play Coc and Ai Nu posts to support the uprising and struggle of our com­
patriots in Buon Ma Thuot. In addition to the military attacks, our people arose 
to destroy a large part of the enemy's base-level administrative network. We 
gained control of a vast, strategically important area which connected the Central 
Highlands with eastern and western Nam Bo and extending from the Central Highlands 
to the Interzone 5 lowlands. 

2 November to 6 December: Our Party delegation participates in a ceremony com­
memnorating the October Revolution and the orld Con­
gress of Communist and Workers Parties. 

Between 2 November and 6 December 1960 a Vietnam Lao Dong Party delegation led by 
President Ho Chi Minh went to Moscow to attend a ceremony commemnorating the 
October Revolution and the World Congress of Communist and Workers Parties. 

In January 1961, the 3rd Plenum of the Party Central Committee observed that the 
World Congress of Communist and Workers Parties was a great success of the in­
ternational communist and workers movement, and appealed for our Party and popu­
population to strictly observe the revolutionary principles of the plenum decla­
ration, combined with the implementation of the missions outlined by the Third 
Party Congress. 

20 December: Formation of the National Liberation Front of South Vietr.am. 

In accordance with the Party's stand, in the revolutionary high tide of 1960 (20 
December 1960), a Congress of People's Representatives from all parts of the South 
met in a liberated area in eastern Nam Bo to study the situation in the South and 
proclaimed the formation of the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam. 

The Front advocated solidarity among all strata of people tCle classes, politi-
cal parties, religions, ethnic minority groups, democratic figures, and 
patriot" -- regardless of political orientation, to overthrow the cculing yoke of 
the U.S. imperialists and the lackey Ngo Dinh Diem clique. On the basis of the 
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actual circumstances of the revolution in the South, the Front adopted a 10-
point program the basic content of which was the overthrow of the Ngo Dinh Diem 
dictatorship in order to construct an independent, democratic, peaceful, and uni­
fied Vietnam. 

The formation of the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam was the inevitable 
result of the revolutionary struggle movement of our people in South against the 
neocolonial ruling yoke of the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys. The Front, 
carrying on and adding to the tradition of patriotism and ethnic solidarity, held 
high the flag of solidarity in opposing the U.S. for national salvation under new 
historical conditions. The Front's 10-point program correctly resolved the 
basic problems of the revolution in South Vietnam, especially the problems of 
national independence, democracy, and peaceful neutrality. 

The emergence of the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam si gnified an im­
portant event in the revolution in the South. The Front program, which followed 
the line delineated by our Party, had the effect of more broadly rallying all 
strata of patriotic people to oppose the U.S. and Diem, further isolate and divide 
the enemy, and struggle for national independence and democracy. 

26 September 1960: Soldiers and people of Laos liberate Sam Nua. 

On 2) May 1960, with the assistance of some patriotic soldiers in the rightist 
army and of the local people, the Pathet Lao leaders, including Chairman 
Souphanouvong, who had been imprisoned by the Laotian reactionaries near Vien­
tiane, escaped from prison and returned safely to the base area. 

On 26 September 1960, the Pathet Lao armed forces, in coordination with the Viet­
lBmese volunteer troops, liberated the city of Sam Nua and nearly all of Sam Nua 
Province. 

The liberation of Sam Nua was a historic victory, an important victory of the 
Laotian revolution which opened the way for a succession of future victories. 
With the liberation of Sam Nua the Laotian revolution had a solid, relatively 
large base area which could be expanded in three directions -- north, south, and 
west -- and bordered socialist North Vietnam. That was a major advantage in or­
ganizing leadership of the revolution throughout Laos until the day of complete 
victory. 

1960: The Chinese rulers prevent the Vietnamese people from stepping up their 
armed struggle in the South. 

In ]Cay 1960, in talks with Vietnamese representatives, the Chinese rulers said 
the following with regard to Vietnam: "It should not be said that military 
~truggle or political struggle is more important. Whether politi~11 struggle or 
military struggle, there is no question of winning political power immediately. 
The struggle must be a protracted one .... Even if Diem is overthrown unification 
cannot be achieved right away, for the U.S imperialists would never agree to 
that .... 
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"Tk North may support the South politically and help the South in adopting poli­
cies, but it must principally nurture the spirit of self-reliance of their 
brothers in the South .... When the chances of success are certain, the North may 
aid the South militarily, i.e. when it is absolutely certain that nothing will 
happen, it will be possible to supply some weapons without anyone knowing about 
it. But in general it should not lend assistance." 

That proved that they were not sympathetic with the "simultaneous uprising" of our 
people in the South, but when they could not prevent it they wanted our people in 
the North to abandon their obligation to the South and let the people in the 
South fight alone. They wanted the people in the South to restrict their armed 
struggle to small-scale attacks and guerrilla attacks, by companies or platoons. 

Masters of their own destiny, the people of Vietnam strongly advanced the revolu­
tionary war in the South. At the end of 1963 the fascist dictatorship of Ngo Dinh 
Diem, a lackey of the US. imperialists, was overthrown and the U.S. "special war" 
was completely bankrupted. 

Chapter II 

From the Beginning of 1961 to Mid-1965 

The Revolution in the South Develops From Local Uprisings to a Revolutionarv War 
Which Combines Armed Struggle With Political Struggle and Defeats the U.S Im­
perialists' "Special War" Strategy. 

1961 

January 1961: 
on 31 J aunuary 
the resolution 

The Political Bureau issues a Resolution (which became a Directive 
1961) regarding the direction and immediate missions arrl tasks of 
in the South. 

After the repeated victories of the revolution in the South following the simul­
taneous uprising, the Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee met to 
concretize the resolution of the Third Party Congress regarding the direction and 
immediate missions and tasks of the revolution in the South. 

The North was becoming increasingly strong in all respects and, along with the 
socialist countries, had become a solid bloc. It was increasingly capable of . 
preserving the peace and more strongly defending. itself. It was increasingly 
becoming a source of support and a base area of the revolution to liberate the 
c:outh, and played an increasingly decisive role in the enterprise of liberating 
our nation. 

With regard to the situation in the South, the Political Bureau 80Ecluded that 
"rhe period of tcmporary stab iIi ty of the U. S. -Diem regime hac ended a'ii ~hc period 
of continuous crisis has begun; the appearance of the forms 0:;' lirr.i ted guerrilla 
warfare and local uprisings has opened the way for a revolutionary high tide in 
the South, because "The revolution in the South is developing alone the path of 
a general uprising, with new characteristics, and there remain practically no 
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possibility that the revolution will develop peacefully" and "The people's 
general offensive and general uprising will be carried out in order to overthrow 
the U.S.-Diem regime and liberate the South." 

,lith regard to the struggle form and motto, the Political Bureau pointed out that 
"At present, because the balance of forces has changed it is necessary to change 
the struggle motto to "Step up the political struggle while also stepping up the 
armed struggle until it is on a par with the political struggle, and attack the 
enemy both politically and militarily." 

Because the comparison of forces and topographical craracteristics differed from 
area to area, the Political Bureau set forth a work motto for the three areas: 
"In the jungle-and-mountain area, stress military struggle. In the lowland area, 
military struggle and political struggle may be at e~ual levels. In the urban 
areas, stress the political struggle." 

The Political Bureau set forth the following mission for the South in the im­
mediate future."Endeavor to rapidly build up our forces politically and militari­
ly, rally the broad revolutionary forces in the Liberation Front, launch a strong 
mass political movement, positively annihilate the enemy's wanpower and conserve 
and develop our forces, smash the enemy's governmental administration and forces 
on an increasingly larger scale, advance to mastering the jungle-and-mountains 
area and retake all of the lowlandS, endeavor to build bases and step up the 
political struggle in the cities, and create all conditions and take advantage 
of all favorable opportunities to overthrow the U.S.-Diem regime and liberate the 
South. II 

The )1 Jaunuary 1961 resolution of the Political Bureau Plenum provided very 
important strategic guidance for the revolution in the South. It resulted from 
the creative application of the Resolution of the 15th of the Party Central Com­
mittee and the Resolution of the Third Party Congress under new conditions and set 
forth basic matters regarding the revolutionary line and methods in the South in 
the new phase and in continuing to advance the revolution. 

15February: The revolutionary armed forces in the South unified. 

From the formation of small armed self-defense and armed propaganda units in 
1957-1958 to the beginning of 1961 the revolutionary armed forces developed very 
rapidly allover the South and there began to take'forrr, three types of troops: 
regular troops, local troops, and guerrilla militia. 

However, the oganizational forms and names by which the units were known differed 
from area to area and the command and guidance system was not yet truly solid. 

In view of that situation, on 15 February 1961 a military conference held in War 
Zone D decided to unify all revolutionary armed forces in the South into the 
"Liberation Army of South Vietnam" and changed the Regional ~;ilitary Committee 
into the Liberation Command of South Vietnam. 
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On 27 July 1961 the Party Command and Command of Interzone 5 were formed, and be­
cause of the developmental re~uirements of the revolutionary war the first main­
force regiment of the revolutionary armed forces -- designated Q.761 -- was 
formed in Eastern Nam Bo on 27 July 1961. 

The unification of the revolutionary armed forces of the South reflected the 
maturization of our armed forces in the South and the transformation of the revo­
lution to a new phase, the phase of waging a revolutionary war. 

January to May 1961: Soldiers and people of Laos liberate the Plaine des Jarres 
and many other places in Laos. 

On 1 January 1961 the Pathet Lao troops and the other patriotic forces, coordinat­
ing with volunteer Vietnamese troops, liberated the Plaine des Jarres and the 
Noong Het area in Sieng Khoang Province. The city of Phong Saly was liberated on 
the same day. 

Building on that victory, the Pathet Lao troops and the volunteer Vietnamese 
troops liberated one place after another: Nam Bac and Ban Ban (4 January), Tha 
Vieng (12 January), Vang Vieng and Tha Thorn (18 January), Muong Hiem (29 January), 
Pa Thi (31 January), Sala Phukhun (7March), Cam Cot-Lat Sao-Na Pe (11 March), and 
Pha Tang (19 March). 

Heavily defeated, the reactionary rightist Phumi Nosavan proposed a ceasefire. 
The Pathet Lao accepted that proposal and representatives of the three factions 
met at Hin Hop, then at Na Mon. In May 1961 they agreed to a ceasefire. 

However, that agreement was sabotaged by the reactionaries just after it was 
signed, so the fighting continued and became increasingly fierce. 

The victories in Laos during the first months of 1961 were also victories of the 
revolution in the South of our country following the simultaneous uprisings which 
caused the comparison of forces between revolution and counterrevolution to 
change in a manner favorable to the revolutions of both countries. Both the 
status and power of the Laotian revolution developed, the liberated area was 
expanded, the armed forces became stronger, and the prestige of the Neo ~ao Hac 
Xat became increasingly strong among the Laotian masses. They also strongly sup­
ported the revolution in our country. 

1961: The U.S. imperialists begin the "special war," use war stratagems tc at­
tain their aggresive goals. 

During the first months of 1961, after the victorious "simultaneous uprisings" in 
the South, the revolution developed in an offenseve status and won one great 
victory after another. The puppet army and administration were forced with the 
peril of complete collapse. 

The U.S. imperialists would not accept defeat. In January 1961 Kennedy replaced 
Eisenhower as the YS.S President and obstinately moved further along on the path 
of armed aggression on an even larger scale. 
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Having lost superiority with regard to nuclear weapons in his counterrevolutionary 
global strategy, and faced with the growth of the national independence movement 
wi th a tendancy toward socialism, Kennedy had to come up with a new military stra­
tegy -- "flexible response" -- with its three types of war: "special war," 
"limited war," and "world war." His objectives were to enter into a detente with 
the Soviet Union, suppress ~he national independence movement, and make Vietnam 
the first testing ground for that new military strategy. 

The U.S. plotted to rescue the Diem regime from collapse and defeat the revolu­
tionary forces, correct the weaknesses of Diem's army with regard to numbers, 
equipment, and mobility, regain the initiative, and regain the lost territory, 
while also preparing material-technical bases so that the U.S. could intervene 
militarily in South Vietnam when the situation permitted. 

On 11 May 1961 Kennedy sent 400 additional U.S. Special Forces troops and 100 
advisers to South Vietnam, while also ordering the organization of secret sabotage 
and harassment campaigns against North Vietnam, the development of the puppet army 
to 200,000 regular troops, 68,000 Civil Guards, and the creation and expansion of 
local troops. 

In June 1961 Kennedy sent the Staley delegation to South Vietnam to work with 
Taylor in drafting a plan to "pacify" the South in 18 months and prepare the way 
for the new U.S. strategy in South Vietnam: the "special war" strategy. 

In implementing "special war" in South Vietnam, the U.S. imperialists waged a 
neocolonial war of aggression, used Vietnamese to fight Vietnamese, and used the 
lackey forces of the puppet army and the puppet administration, with weapons, 
equipment war facilities, and financial aid provided by the U.S., under U.S. com­
wand, and with the support of U.S. forces, to carry out the U.S. plan. U.S. com­
bat troops would be used in a limited manner when necessary. 

In December 1961, Kennedy and the U.S. National Security Council approved a recom­
mendation from Taylor to expand the U.S. advisory group and send U.S. troops to 
play support roles in the battles, a decision Johnson (then the U.S. Vice Presi­
dent) later characterized as follows: "Kennedy made a basic decision on Vietnam: 
to officially jump into the special war." 

The U.S. imperialists expanded and prolonged the war by obstinately and bel­
ligerently plunged into the "special war" in the South. The Vietnamese revolu­
tion encountered many additional difficulties. But the true nature of the country­
~tealing, country-selling U.S. and its lackeys was exposed. Tge "special war" 
strategy could not save them from their peril but caused them to suffer a defeat, 
greater than their previous defeat, at the hands of the indomitable Vietnamese 
people, who were determined to fight for independence and freedom. 

1962 

February 1962 and De~ember 1962: Political Bureau resolutions on the immediate 
tasks of the revolution in the South. 

After the Resolution of the 15th Plenum of the Party Central Committee and the 
Poli tical Bureau directive of January 1961, the revolutionary movement was 

48 




