maintalined and developed more and more broadly. It defeated the enemy's counter-
attacks and forced the enemy into an increasingly weak, passive position. 1In
crder to rescue their lackeys, the U.S. imperialists assumed de facto military
command in the South, increased the supplying of equipment, and brought in some
armed forces to support the lackeys so that they could continue to wage thelr war
of aggression in the South, and took another step in their policy of intervention,
the first one in which they used U.3. armed forces.

Faced with that situation, in February 1962 the Political Bureau met to discuss
the immediate tasks of the reveolution in the South.

The Political Bureau determined that the stronger intervention by the U.S. im-
perialists would create many additional difficulties for the revolution in the
South and cause the war to become increasingly fierce, but that, in actuality,
there had essentially been no changes in the comparison of forces between our-
selves and the enemy and in the cobjectives of the revoluticn in the South. The
U.3. imperialists not conly could not prevent the revolutionary movement ofthe
people of the south from increasingly developing but would, on the contrary, cause
the contradictions between our people and the U.S. imperialists o become in-
creasingly deep.

The Political Bureau adopted the following policy for the immediate future:
"Resolutely promoting the political and military struggles, winning and maintain-
ing the initiative, forcing the enemy intc a more passive state, positively build
up our forces in all regards, destroylng the Staley-Taylor plan, further expanding
the national liberation movement, further strengthening the naticnal scolidarity
bloc, exacerbating the enemy's internal contradictions, winning the support and
sympathy of the forces of peace, democracy, national independence, and socialism
in the world against the large-scale armed intervention of the U.3. imperialistis
in South Vietram, and advancing to the winning of even greater victories.™

The Political Bureau also stressed "Consolidating and expanding the base areas and
strengthening the people's forces in all respects ~- politically, militarily,
economically, and culturally -- in order to advance to building a large, sirong
armed force which can, along with all the people, defeat the enemy troops and win
ultimate victory."

Between the February 1962 resolution of the Political Bureau and the end of 1962
We won many great victories and the enemy's plan to "pacify" the South in 18
months was essentlally defeated. We annihilated and routed hundreds of thousands
of enemy troops, wiped out thousands of outposts, and destroyed nearly 3,000 stra-
tegic hamlets. OQOur forces, such as the base-level Party organizations, the armed
forces, and the mass forces, were much stronger than in the past and the liberated
area was malntained and in some places expanded, As for the enemy, although they
were heavily defeated they continued to obstinately continue to strengthen their
forces and wage an increasingly fierce "special war" against our people in the
South.

In view of that situation, on 10 December the Politieal Bureau met and issued a
resolution on the situation, direction, and immediate missions ofthe revolution in
the South.
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The Political Bureau observed that the great victorles of the political struggle
and the armed struggle, which depleted and annihilated more of the enemy's man-
power than in the past, alcng with the victories won in destroying strategic
hamlets and maintaining and developing the movement, which had caused the popula~-
tion in the area we controlled to increase, had very great importance in the
situation of the enemy using all of their forces to "pacify" the South in 18
months. Those victorlies demonstrated that we were capable of maintaining and
developing the movement.

"The struggle between ourselves and the enemy in the South has in fact been a war.
The role, forces, and requirements of armed struggie must be further increased,”
and "the war in the South is in nature both a civil war and an anti-aggression
war, but 1t 1s in actual fact an anti-aggression war."

The Politlcal Bureau also set forth the specific features of the mission of pro-
moting political struggle: our absolute superiority and the mobilization of the
entire Party and the entire population in building armed forces, strongly and
broadly developing guerrilla warfare, endeavoring to destroy the enemy's "strategic
hamlets,"” and, in the lmmediate future, defeating the enemy's offensive plan for
1963. Organizing activity cycles in which the mailn-force troops, local troops,
guerrillas, and sappers would coordinate in destroying the enemy's "strategic
hamlets” bit by bit in certain areas, or launching attacks to paralyze the enemy's
communications, expand our bases, oppose sweeping operations, and oppose encroach-
ments, would be modes leading to future guerrilla campaigns. The general scale
would be a battalion wiping out an enemy company. When there were favorable con-
ditions for dolng so we would concentrate and coordinate two or three battalions.

The Political Bureau resolutlions of February 1962 and December 1962 had reached
important conclusions regarding the nature of the struggle between ourselves and
the enemy and delineated the developmental direction of that struggle to serve as
a basls on which to gulde all of our activities and push the U.S.-puppet "special
war" deeply into a status of defeat.

16 February and 3 March: First Congress of the National Liberation Front of South
Vietnam.

Since its formation at the end of 1960 the National Liberation Front, because of
its correct action program, which met the aspirations of the broad masses, had
broad influence among all strata of people in the South.

Because of the great victories ofthe revolution in the South, a Corngress of the
National Liberation Front of South Vietnam, met to delineate the missions of the
Front in the new situation and elect an official Central Committee, in order to
advance the revolution to the winning of new victories.

Cn 16 February 1962 the First Congress of the National Liberation Front of South

Vietnam was convened. It remained in session until 3 March 1962 and was attended
by more than 100 delegates representing all social strata, religious, and ethnic

groups of many different political tendencies.
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The Congress approved a resoltulon regarding the missions of the Front in the new
situation, the major policies of the Front regarding peace, neutrality, ethnic
groups, and land, and the policles regarding the bourgeois class, intellectuails,
compatriots abroad, religlons, and the soldiers and personnel of the puppet
administration in the South.

The Congress elected the official Central Committee of the Front, of which lawyer
Nguyen Huu Tho was elected Chairman.

The Congress issued an important declaration which affirmed the over-all missions
of the Front as beling: "Unlting all the people, resolutely struggling against
the U.S. imperialist aggressors and warmongers, overthrowining the ruling clique
of Ngo Dinh Diem, a lackey of the U.S. imperialists, the formation of a broad
democratic national alllance administration in the South, the achievement of
national independence, freedom, and democracy, the lmprovement of living condi-
tions, the maintenance of peace, implementation of a policy of neutrality, the
eventual peaceful unification of the homeland, and positive contribution to main-
taning peace in Indochina, Southeast Asia, and the world."

After the Congress the Front made public four urgent stands to save the nation in
the situation of the U.5. imperialists steadily escalating thelr armed aggression
in our country:

1. The U.S. imperialists must end thelr war of aggression in the South.
2, The "strateglc hamlets" must be disbanded.

3. A national coalition government must be set up in the South.

L. A diplomatic line of peace and neutrality must be implemented.

The Congress enhanced the Front's prestige. It bad a great significance in
bringing the various forces into the ranks of the Front to oppose the aggression
of the U.S. imperialists, and with regard to forelgn relations in that it helped
Wwin the sympathy and support of the justlce-loving and peace-loving people of the
world.

1962: Formation of the Air Defense-Air Force Armed Forces Branch.

After the victorious conclusion of the anti-French resistance war, in 1962, in
accordance wlth the resolution of the 12th Plenum of the Party Central Committee
and the policy of the Military Commission of the Party Central Committee, our Air
Force was formed and the air defense forces were detached from the field aritliery.

The Military Commission also declided to combine the air-defense force and the air
force into a single armed forces branch: the Air Defense-Air Force Armed Forces
Branch. That was a new developmental step of the Vietnam People's Army on its
path of advance to becoming a professional, modern army with many technical combat
arms and armed forces branch.
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Under the conditions of our forces being few in number and our material bases be-
ing weak, the merging of those two forces into an armed forces branch under the
unified command of a single Command had a very positive significance. It enabled
those two forces to coordinale more closely in defending our skies. The use of a
radar system and the ensuring of material-technical bases enabled both foreces to
operated more economically and conveniently, and contributed greatly to strengthen-
ing the homeland's air defenses, twice defeated wars of destruction waged by the
U.S. imperialists, and contributed worthily to the enterprise of liberating the
South and unifylng the nation.

May 1962: Formation of the first main-force group in Militery Region 5.

By mid-1962 the revolutionary armed forces of Military Reglon 5 had become quite
large and strong. The local troops of the provinces and the militla and guerrillas
of the hamlets and villages had all developed, and there were dozens of mobile
battalions. Because of the requirement of increasing the concentrated operational
scale in Military Region 5 and creating a strong main-force fist to fulfill the
mission of annihilating the enemy on a larger scale, in May 1962 the Party Com-
mittee and Command of Military Region 5 decided to form the first three regiments
(then called "the work sites" of the Military Zone.)

-- Regiment 1, operating in Quang Nam, consisted of the 60th and 91st infantry
battalions.

-- Regiment 2, operating in Quang Ngal and Cong Tum provinces, consisted of the
Q0th, 95th, and 80th battalions and a cadre group.

-- Regiment 3, operating in Binh Dinh, Phu Yen, and Gia Lal provinces, consisted
of the 50th, 30th, and 324 battalions and a cadre group.

Although at first we continued to emphasizge the use of individual battalions, the
regiments gradually came of age with regard to both development and concentrated
combat, in order to carry out the policy of transforming the Central Highlands
battlefield into an enemy-annihilating battlefield, a main-force battlefileld.

1962: The soldiers and people of Laos are victorious at Nam Tha. The second
coalition government is formed in Laos and the Geneva Agreement on Laos 1s
signed.

During the first part of 1962 the Laotian revolution continued to win many victor-
ies, especlally on the upper Laos battlefield. Between January 1962 and April
1962 the Pathet Lao troops liberated nearly all of the northern part of Luang
Prabang Province,

On 8 May, after a long, rather large-scale operation, with the coordination of the

volunteer Vietnamese troops, liberated Nam Tha Province, a province in northernmost
Laos which had a very important position, bordering on China, Burma, and Thailand.

The enemy suffered thelr greatest defeat ever in Laos: more than 1,600 members of

the strategic mobile forces of the Lao puppets were annihilated (GM.1ll was totally

annihilated or routed, and GM.18 and GM.1l5 were heavily damaged). The liberated

area in northern lLaos was expanded by 8,000 kilometers, with a population of more
than 76,000.
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The victories on the Laoctian battlefleld, especially the Nam Tha victory perplexed
the U.S. and 1ts lackeys. The U.S. imperialists had to accept a setback in Laos
in order tc concentrate their capabilites on coping with the situation in South
Vietnam.

On 7 June 1962 a conference ofthe three parties in lLaos was held in the Plaine des
Jarres, and on 12 June an agreement on the formation of a coalition govermment was
signed.

The coalition government decided to effect a ceaseflire throughout Laos on 24 June.

In the second Coalition Government, Prince Souphancuvorng was named Vice Premier
and the Pathet Lao gained two new seats -- the Ministry of Economics and Planning
and the Ministry of Communications, Propaganda, and Tourism -~- and two Vice
Ministries.

On 2 July 1962, 14 nations participated in the Geneva Gonference on Laos, and on
23 July the Geneva Treaty on lLaos was signed. For the first time in its history
Laocs won an international commitment to "honor its independence, sovereignty,
unity, and territeorial integrity."

On 17 September U.S. troops who had supported the rightist army began to withdraw
from Laos and by 6 October all 666 of them had been withdrawn.

The 1962 victories of the lLaotian revolution were very great, with regard not only
to the Lacotian revelution but alsc to the world revolution. The lessons of the
Laotian revolution were especially important with regard to the revolution in the
South. They allowed us t0 evaluate the war of aggression of the U.S5. imperial-
ists and enabled us to see the difficulties of the U.S. imperialists in resclving
complicated internationmal problems, while at the same time contributing to further
illuminating the prospects of the enterprise of resisting the U.S. for national
salvation by the people of Vietnam and Laos, the capabilities for resolving such
problems as a coalition govermment, the method of simultaneously fighting and
negotiating, the possibility of gradually restralning and defeating the enemy,
ete.

1963
2 January: The Ap Bac victory.

By the end of 1962, although the enemy had been heavily defeated the U.S. imperial-
ists still believed in the efficacy of the technical equipment they had supplied
the puppet army. Although we had won many victories we had not yet defeated the e
enemy's tatic of achieving mobility by using armored vehicles and helicopters.

They were still causing us many difficulties amd losses. Defeatlng the "armored
vehicle mobility" and "helicopter mobility" tactics became an urgent requirement

of our armed forces if we were to develop our armed activities and armed forces.
Carrying out the Party's policy, many local units made preparations and carried out
studies to fulfill that requirement.

Upon learning that a new unit of the revolutionmary armed forces had arrived at Ap
Bac, a small hamlet in the village of Tay Phu, Cal Lay District, My Tho Province,
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located about 20 kilometers from the city of My Tho, the U.S.-puppet forces im-
mediately mobilized a large force with airplans, amphibious vehicles, and support-
ing artillery to sweep through Ap Bac, in hopes of wiping out our unit and bolster-
ing the declining morale of the puppet army.

The enemy used three battalions of the 7th Division, the 8th Airborne Battalicn, 8
Civil Guard companies, and 3 civil guard commando companies, a total of 25 infan-

try companies totalling more than 2,000 men along with 13 M.113's, 13 boats of the
various kinds, 8 fighter-bombers, 20 helicopters, 1l transport and observation

planes, 6 105mm artiller pieces, and 6 106.7 mm mortars, under the direct command

of the 7th Division Commander, who was also Commander of the Military Reglon, and
under the supervision of U.S. advisers.

Qur forces included a reinforced company of the 261lst main-force battalion of Zone
8, a provincial company, a support platoon, a platoon of local troops from Chau
Thanh District, and local militia and guerrilla forces, under the command of a
battalion commander.

The battle lasted from 0600 to 1700 on 2 January 1963. The enemy attacked five times
with boats, helicopters, and M.113's carrying troops and with the support of
alrplanes and artillery. But all of their attacks were broken up. After suffer-
ing heavy losses the enemy had to accept defeat and called off the operation.

The results were that we killed or wounded 450 of the enemy {(including 19 Ameri-
can), damaged 8 helicopters, 3 M.113's and 1 boat, and completely defeated the
eneny's sweeping operation.

Ap Bac was a good anti-sweeping battle in which the three types of troops coordi-
nated their forces in the anti-sweeping zone with the forces of the surrounding
villages, and combined military struggle with political struggle.

The victory at Ap Bac had an important historical significance. It slgnified the
coming of age of the new revoluticnmary armed forces in the South. It opened the
way for the bankrupting of the "helicopter mobility" and "armored vehicle mobility"
tactics, the trump cards of the U.S.-puppet forces in the "special war." A+t the
same time, it shattered the confidence of the puppet army in modern, advanced
equipment and technical facilities, and in the mobile support forces and firepower
of the U.S., and the confidence of the U.S. in the ability of the puppet army to
stand up against the attacks of our troops.

In evaluating the battle of Ap Bac, comrade Le Duan said, "After the Ap Bac battle
the enemy realized that it would be difficult to defeat us."

The victory at Ap Bac inspired our armed forces and people in the South and gave

rise to a movement to study and surpass Ap Bac, and advance to winning even more
brilliant feats of arms.

April 1963: The Party Central Committee holds its 8th Plenunm.

Following the 5S5th Plenum of the Party Central Committee (July 1961) regarding the
development of agricultural production and its 7th Plenum (June 1962) regarding
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industrial construction and development, the 8th Plenum of the Party Central Com-
mittee met in April 1963 to discuss the first five-year plan (1961-1965) for the
development of the national eccnomy.

The Plenum made a profound analysis of the sltuation and characteristics of the
great undertaking of constructing soclalism in the North, and more fully evaluated
the advantages and difficulties.

It criticized the incorrect tendencies regarding the Party's policy of construct-
ing an independent, autonomous socilalist economy in our country, 1in order to
develop and fully utilize our country's existing and latent capabilities, relying
principally on our own efforts while benefitting from international cocperation.
In that undertaking, total dependence on the assistance of the fraternal nations
was entirely contrary to the principle of proletarian internationalism.

When approving the norms of the first five-year state plan, the plenum clearly
analyzed the line, path of advance, and rate of socialist industrialization in the
North, while also developing, concretizing, and further enriching a number of
matters regarding the direction of the construction of the initial material-
technical bases of socialism, such as the relationships between industry and
agriculture, between economic construction and the strengthening of national
defense, and between accunulation and consumption, the direction of investment and
capitai construction, etc. The state plan was drafted on the basis of developing
the spirit of relying principally on ourselves, frugally developing our country,
and endeavoring to develop the latent capabilities, in order to overcome the
remalning weaknesses of our country's economy, with the objective of "endeavoring
to build the initial material-technical bases of socialism, maklng progress 1in
carrying out soclalist industrialization, and successfully completing the social-
ist transformation.”

The resolutions of the 5th, 7th, and 8th plenums of the Party Central Committee
had an important significance in sociallst construction and in completing the
socialist transformation in the North. Implementing the correct policlies of the
Party, our people have continually developed productlon, stabllized and in some
ways improved living conditions, and strengthened the capilbility of the North 1o
effectively aid the great front line in the South and fulfill our interrational
missions.

December 1963: Party Central Committee holds its Gth Plenum.

The Party Central Committee held its 9th Plenum to discuss a number of matters
regarding the international situatlon and the revolutionary situation and mis-
sions in South Vietnam.

With regard to the revolution in the South, the Plenum analyzed and compared the
forces developmmtal capabilities, and prospects of the movement and concretlzed
the strategic mottoes and activity mottoes set forth by the January 1961, February
1962, and December 1962 resolutions of the Political Bureau.

The resolution defined the mission of our Party, population, and army as being
"endeavoring to advance to the winning of new victories,"” and clearly delineated
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the necessary develepmental direction of the revolution in the South to win
ultimate victory: "winning partial victories, advancing step by step, and advanc-
ing t¢c a general offensive-general uprising."

On the basis of analyzing the "special war" of the U.S. imperialists, the resolu-
tion declared that "We must be capable of restraining the enemy in the 'special
war' and of defeating them in that kind of War," and that we must "fully under-
stand the motto of protracted conflict will also taking advantage of opportuni-
ties to win victory in a relatively brief period of time," and "flexibly combine
political struggle with armed struggle, with both political struggle and armed
struggle playing a very basic, very decisive role" but with "military struggle
playing the direct decisive role” in smashing the enemy's military forces -- the
base of support for their rule -- and enabling the revolution to Wwin victory." In
order to fulfill that requirement, 'the most important, decisive matter in all
cases is to continue to strengthen our forces -- especially our military forces --
in all regards."

31 December: The 32nd "Black Panther" Ranger Battalion annihilated in the Duong
Long-Ben Cat battle.

Duong Long is a hamlet in the village of Thanh Tuyen, Ben Cat District, Thu Dau Mot
Province, about 10 kilometers from the town of Ben Suc.

On 31 December 1963 the U.S.-puppet forces launched a large sweeping operation
designated "Dai Phong 35" in Tay Ninh and Thu Dau Mot provinces.

The J2nd "Black Panther" Battalion, a battalion of the puppet 5th Division, which
consisted of bullies and hooligans from that division's infantry regiments and
specialized in commando ralds and in probing the guerrilla bases, and which was
commanded by U.S. advisers, was assigned to spearhead a sweeping column advancing
along the Ben Suc-Duong Long road.

Our forces in the Duong Long area consisted of an understrength infantry regiment
made up of two infantry bvattalions and an infantry company.

Although the launched strong bombing and strafing attacks, and even used napalmn,
the "Black Panther” Battalion suffered heavy losses and had to retreat. Our
troops pursued and surrounded it and struck it with cne blow after another, so
only 30 of the enemy escaped. The U.S. advlisers and the wounded battalion com-
mander had to be evacuated by helicopter durint the retreat. We captured large
quantities of weapons and ammunition.

The Duong Luong-Ben Cat battle was an anti-sweeping battle in which our troops

took the initiative, resolutely attacked the enemy, had good fighting methods, and
w¥on a smashing victory.

That battle, in which for the first time a puppet battalion was wiped cut on the

southern battlefield, victoriously concluded the year 1963 and opened the way for
enemy-arnnihilating battles on an increasingly larger scale.
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1964
9 January: First All-North People's Air Defense Conference.

At the ened of 1963, because of the serious U.S.-puppet defeats in South Vietnam
and in order to intensify their war of aggression in South Vietnam, the U.S. imper-
ialists adopted the policy of steppingup their attacks on North Vietnam in order
to prevent the North from aiding the South.

In view of that situatlon, in order to take the initiative in defending the North
and to continue to actively aid the South, in accordance with the stand of the
Party the High Command convened the first People's Alr Defense Conference to dis-
cuss specific methods to defeat the enemy's alr raids.

Attending the conference were representatives of local governmental administra-
ticns, military organs, and other organs, representatives of government ministries,
and representatives of some organs, armed forces branches, and combat arms of the
armed forces.

After the conference people's alr defense organizations were set up in all locali-
ties under the authority of the chairmen or vice chairmen of the administrative
committees. A number of key municipalities and cities with many material-technical
bases and large populations constructed ailrplane observation posts, evacuated
stocks of valuable or dangerous materials, organized the digging and construction
of many air raid shelters and trenches, organized air defense drills, etc.

The air defense troops were deplcyed to defend the large cities and the industrial
zones, and a small mumber of mobile units were used to ambush airplanes on recon-
naissance missions and parachutlng U.S.-puppet commandoes. The militla and self-
defense forces were tralned to shoot down alrplanes with infantry weapons and were
organized into many low-altitute flrepower clusters.

Evasion, evacuation, and dispersion were carried out step-by-step and in accordance
Wwith plans, which both ensured production and other work and ensured the safety of
the people, the crgns, and the warehouses.

The convening at an early date of the All-North People's Air Defense Conference
proved that our Party accurately and promptly foresaw the U.3. imperialists’

Plot to attack the North and was a creative application of the people's war view-
point in opposing the enemy's war of destruction waged mainly by their air force.
Therefore, our soldiers and people in the North took the initiative and deservingly
punished the U.3. Air Force beginning with its very first attack against the North,
and was able to limit the damage caused by thelr attacks.

27 March: President Ho Chi Minh convenes a special political conference.

In 1964 the Vietnamese revolution was in an extremely complicated and urgent
situation. The "special war" of the U.S. imperialists in the South of our country
was developing to a_high level, and at the same time the U.S. contirued to escalate
and expand the war on an increasingly larger scale. There was a serious lack of
solidarity in the international communist and workers movement, and the U.S. im-
perialists were seeking all ways to take advantage of that to oppose the Vietnamese
revolution.
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In view of that situation, in accordance with the constitution of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam President He Chi Minh convened a special political conference
on 27 March 1964 which was attended by 325 official delegates of the political
parties, mass organizations, ethniec groups, religions, regrouped'compatriots from
the Scuth, and compatriots returned from abroad. More than 500 observers from
among the various strata of people in the capital were also present.

At the conference, President He Chl Minh read an important report, After review-
ing the major events in our country and in the world during the past 10 years, he
clearly expressed our people's attitude toward the plot of the U.S. imperialists
and their lackeys to commit aggression against the North, "If they recklessly
attack the North they are certaln to suffer a disastrous defeat. Our people in all
parts of the country will resolutely defeat them, the people of the socialist
countries amd the progressive people of the world will give us thelr all-out
support, and the people of the U.S. and its allies will oppose them."

He also said, "For the common benefit ofthe world revolutionary movement and the
enterprise of opposing imperialism, we continually endeavor to contribute to
maintaining and strengthening solidarity in the socialist camp and in the inter-
national communist movement."”

He made the following appeal: "Everyone must do the work of two for the sake of
our compatriots in the South.”

The special political conference convened by President Ho Chi Minh expressed the
iron-like solidarity and fighting will of our people in the North, manifested our
country's tradition of unity in order to defend the Democratic Republic of Vietnam,
defend the accomplishments of the revolution and our peacefrl labor, -endeavor to
help our compatriots in the South to completely defeat the U.S. imperialist aggres-
sors and their lackeys in order to liberate the South and unify the nation, ana
unite with the working class and people of the world in the struggle against
imperialism, headed by the U.5. imperialist.

27 May 1964: The second lantianCoalition Government collapeses, the Pathet lao
troops and the velunteer Vietnamese troops attack and liberate the
FPlaine des Jarres.

After the formation of the second Coalition Government in Lacs the Laotian revolu-
tion adopted the slogan of struggling for peace, neutrality, national reconcilia-
tion, and national unification.

The U.S. inperialists and the Phumi Nosavan lackeys, unwilling to admit defeat,
sought all ways to sabotage the tripartite coalition government, to paralyze it
and then carry out a coup d'etat and overthrow it. Furthermore, the U.S.
endeavored to coerce, inveigle, and bribe Kong Le and had its hirelings monopolize,
murder, and arrest people who were neutralist and progressive.

Because of the enemy's sabotage activities, the Pathet Lao ministers in the coali-
tion government had to withdraw to Khang Khay (Xileng Khoang Province) and a number
of neutralist ministers had to flee. The second laotian Coalition Covernment all
but collapsed. Kong Le increasingly leaned toward the reactionary rightlsts.
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In December 1963 the U.3. and Phumi Nosavan concentrated five battalions and the
Vang Pao bandit forces occupied the southern part of the Plaine des Jarres, then
organized the troops of Phumi and Kong Le into combined GM's [Groupe Mobilej in
order to take the defensive area of the Pathet Lao in the northern part of the
Plaine des Jarres.

On 19 April 1964 the U.S. ordered Kuprasit to carry out a coup d'etat to complete-
1y eliminate the Pathet lLao from the coalition government and make the Phumi
government completely subservient to the U.S.

At the beginning of 1964, a month-long joint operation by volunteer Vietnamese
troops and Pathet Lac troops wiped out, captured, or routed an important part of
the enemy's manpower (899 were killed or captured), liberated the entire Na Xay-
Nam Thon area to the northern part of Pakhinbun, and completely smashed the plot
tc permaneutly occupy central Laos and transform southern Laos inte a U.S. mili-
tary base.

In February 1964 our Military Commission reached an agreement with the laotian
Military Commission regarding the policy of stepping up dry-~serason activities all
over Laos, especially in the Plaine des Jarres and Xieng Khoang, in order to im-
prove the military-political situation in Laos. In the Plaine des Jarres we con-
centrated forces to annihilate the GM13 and GM18 units of Phumi Nosavan, then
annihilated Kong Le's GM17.

In mid-May 1964, taking advantage of the mutual suspicion of the Phumi Nosavan and
Kong Le forces in the Plaine des Jarres, and of dissention with Kong Le's ranks,
we and our friends agreed to combine a military offensive wlth enemy proselyting,
caused a revolt in airhorn battalions &4 and 6, rapidly liberated the Plaine des
Jarres-Xieng Khoang-Muong Sul-Tha Thom era encompassing 3,000 square kllometers
and connecting the Plaine des Jarres with the Sam Nua, northern Laos, and southerm
Laos base areas; cleared Rt.7 to Vietnam; and wiped out an important part of the
enemy's manpower (2,500 of the enemy were put out of action.)

The victory on the Plaine des Jarres resulted in the elimination of the trai-
torous, pseudo-neutral troops of Kong Le, the weakening of the rightist army, and
the winning over of the progresslve neutrallst forces of Colonel Duon, who Jjoined
the Pathet Lao. The reveolutlon mastered a very lmportant strateglc area, a bat-
tlefield which would draw 1n, tie down, and annihllate the enemy's manpower in
future years. It would be the battlefield which determined the victory of the re-
volutionary war in laos.

2 August: Harassment and aggressive actlvitles lead to the U.3, imperialists'
"Gulf of Tonkin Incident.”

In mid-1964, because oftheir increasingly heavier defeats in South Vietrnam, the
U.5. 1mperiallsts began to use their alr force and navy to attack the North more
brazenly and stepped up their aerlal reconnaissance and their sendlng in of com-
mandoes to carry out sabotage.

In March 1964 Johnson approved the De Soto plan to use U.S. destroyers to patrol
in the Gulf of Tonkln to prevent us from sendlng supplles by sea, whille also
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narascing and recolnolittering our coast and supporting the activities of puppet
commando ships, which captured our fishermen at sea in order to interrogate them.
In mid-1964 the U.S5. Joint Chiefs of Staff drafted a plan to bomb the North and
approved a list of 9% targets to be attacked when the order was given.

On 12 June puppet commandoes blew up the Hang Bridge in Thanh Hoa, and on 30 June
they cabotaged the Dong Hoi waterworks.

On 30 July U.S. warships violated our coastal waters and fired on Hon Ngu Island
{Nghe Tinh Province) 4 kilometers from the coast, and Hon Me Island (Thanh Hoa
Province), 12 kilometers from the coast.

On 31 July the U.S., destronger Maddox entered the zone scouth of Con Co Island to
begin its "tour" of reconnoitering and threatening along our coast.

On 31 July and 1 August 1964 U.S. airplanes based in Laos bombed the border defense
post at Nam Can and Nong De Village in Nghe Tinh Province, which were situated 7
to 20 kilometers from the Vietnamese~Laoctian border.

Faced with that situation, our naval forces adopted the policy of striking back at
and punishing pirates who violated our waters and our people's security.

At noon on Sunday, 2 August 1964, our navy's Squadron 3, consisting of three
torpedo boats, was ordered to set out to resolutely punish the “acts of piracy"” of
the U.5, imperialists, and to attack the destroyer Maddox, which had penetrated
deeply into our coastal waters in the area between Hon Me Island and Lach Truong in
Thanh Hoa Province.

Jur boats both launched torpedoes and fired on the bridge on the deck of the Mad-
dox, which caused that ship to panic and turn around. It fired back with its guns
and called in air support, but in the end it had to flee out of our country's
coastal waters.

But on 4 August 1964 the Johnson administration again invented a story of our navy
attacking U.S5. warships for the second time in international waters in the Gulf of
Tonkin and used that as an excuse o bomb four of ocur naval bases and an oil

depot in the North on 5 August 1964,

On 7 August 1964 the U.S. Congress approved the "Gulf of Tonkin Resolution," a
resolution which the U.3. press regarded as being "equivalent to a declaration

of war” and which Westmoreland regarded as "a decisive turning point with regard

to morale and the course of the war in Vietnam.” It enabled Johnson to "take all
steps necessary to repulse any armed attack on U.S. foreces ... including the use of
armed forces to help any ally in need of ald to defend its freedom."

With the "Gulf of Tonkin Resolutien" the U.S. imperialists hoped to break out of
their situatlon of passivity and stalemate in South Vietnam, but in fact the suc-
cedding years demonstrated that that new act of adventurism could not save them
from even heavier defeats.

5 August: The first battle in which the soldiers and people of the North deserv-
ingly punished the U.S Air Force for attacking the North.
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“avinz ccnzocied tne "Tull of Tonkin Inelident,” Jonnson usad 1i as an zxcuse o

launcn alr attacks agalinss re North of our country.

. wne atternoon of 5 August, o4 alrplanes, including the propellier-driven al

" kyraiders,” A4 "3kyhawks," 4 "Phantoms"”, and F8 "Crusaders," ook ofI {rom :as
larss Jeventh T©leet carrier:z Ticondercga and Constellation off <ne coast of Za
¥ane to attack many coo’ectives in the North: Yinn, 3en Thuy, tne Souin oI tne

Siann Aiver, toz 2ity oo Hon tal, and Lach Truong (in Thann Heoa Province..
Jur soldiers and people, who nad preparsd in advance, fougnt very aercicaliy.
£iznt modern U.3. planes were shot down and many pllots were killed. We captured
the Tirst pilot -- Everett Alvarez -- at Hon Gai.

On o August the governmert of tha Demccratlc Republic of Vietrnam issued the fol-
lowing declaration: The U.3. imperialists are belng defeated and stalermated ia
the Vietnam war. In order to sxtricate themselves from that defeat and statemate
tne U.3. imperialists are escalating their war of aggression in South Vietnam
wnile feverishly provoking and attacking the Democratlic Republic of Vietnam and
threatening to expand tne war to the North.”

On 7 August the High Command held a ceremony to praise the people's armed forces
for having achleved outstanding merit on 2 August and 5 August 1964, President
Ho Chi Minh participated in the ceremony and gave the following advice: "You
have won a glorious victeory but do not be self-satisfied over your victory or
subjectively underestimate the enemy. We must realize that the U.S. lmperiallsts
and their lackeys will never change their ways; they have many more barbarous
plots.”

5 August 1964: The Vistnamese People's Navy makes the date of its first merit
in defeating the U.S. navy and alr force in the North as its
tradition day.

On 2 August 1964 one of our torpede squadrons chased the destroyer Maddox from our
coastal waters, which is regarded as our first victory over the U.S. mavy. ©On 5
August 8 our People's Navy, along with the air-defense forces and people of Song
Giannh, Cua Hoi, lach Truong, and Hon Gal defeated the U.S. Alr Force in a very
glorious battle, shooting down many alrplanes, capturlng pilots, and defeating the
first bombing raid by the U.S. Air Force in the North of our country.

For that reason, 5 August 1964 is regarded as the tradition day of the Vietnamese
People's Navy.

In a period of 20 years (1955-1975 ) dating from its formation on7 May 1955, our
People's Navy fought thousands of battles with the U.S.-puppet navy, alr force,
and infantry, sank 353 warships, boats, and military cargo ships, killed 2,000

of the enemy, destroyed nundreds of thousands of tons enemy weapons and war facil-
ities, heavily damaged 45 ships of the various kinds, including sucn ships as the
cruiser Newport News, the destroyer Washington,etc., shot down 118 airplanes,
knocked ocut 34 tanks, and dismantled or destroyed thousands of enemy torpedoes and
bombs. In the second war of destruction of Nixon (1972), 1t detectad and
destroyed nearly 900 torpedoes, and kept the principal channels open to traffic.
It transported nearly 300,000 tons of cargo of the varlous kinds to the battle-
fields.
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[n =2 General Offensive and Upriszing of *he 3Zpring of 1975, the People's Navy
Tougnt independently or in coordination with other units to liberate the islands
and arcripelagoes, Irom the Paracel Islands to Phu Quoc, achieved very orilliant
ats of arms, and fulfillied its missions of transporting materiel, combat, taking
control of tn2 2nemy raval tases, patrolling, and being prepared to fignt to
Jdefend the licerated watsrs.

In a letter sent to the naval cadres and enlisted men on the occasion of the armed
Torces branch's 10th birthday, President Ho Chi Minh praised them as follows:

"Our mavy has fought neroically, positively annihilated the enemy, shot down U.S.
airplanes and chased away U.3. warships, united in achieving merit, defended the
people, and defended the homeland's skies and seas."

Tne armed forces branch as a whole was awarded 2,305 medals of the various kinds,
including a Second-Class Independence medal and 42 Military Merit medal. Fifteen
units and 13 cadres and enlisted men were awarded the honorific designation Hero
o the People's Armed Forces.

September 1964: Formation of the Central Highlands Front.

The Central Highlands were a theater of extreme strategic importance with regard
to theliberation war in the South and to the entire southern Indochina region.

The notice of the Supreme Military Party Committee of the Political Bureau on 27
November 1953 included the following statements "Only by developing into the
Central Highlands i1s it possible to obtain the most important strategic position
in the South. If the enemy controls that strateglc zone, it will be very diffi-
cult to improve the situation in the South."

In 1961 the Party Central Committee issued the following directive: 'The common
long-range base areas for entire southern reglon are the Central Highlands jungle-
and-mountains reglon and eastern Nam Bo," and set fort the mottoes for the three
regions, including the following: YIn the jungle-and-mountaln reglon the emphasis
must be on military struggle. In that reglon the missions are annihilating enemy
manpower and bullding up our forces."

By mid-1964 guerrilla warfare had been expanded on the Tay Nguyen battlefileld.
There were requirements that we gradually develops regular warfare, maintain an
offensive posture, annihilate large enemy forces, and liberate territory.

In view of those urgent requirements, on 1 May 1964 the Political Bureau of the
Party Central Committee decided to set up the Western Subregion of Military Reglon
5, which was changed to the Central Highlands Front (B3) in September 1964.

When they were first formed, and during the initilal period, the Command was a
detachment ofthe Military Region 5 Command. The Front Command was gradually sup-
plemented and its organization was relatively complete by 1966.

The armed forces of the Front were formed and developed from two sources: local

armed forces which came of age 1n the local mass struggle movement and maln-force
troops sent south from the great rear area by the Ministry of Natioral Defense.
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Torra-ion 07 fiv: lentrar Fighlands Front was an opjeciive requiremeni resulting

tne seographical, cultural, and economic conditionsz of the Jentral Higniaids
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: course oI L. years of combat and victory, there were many times wnen insrs
vary great cnazges in our forces and times that were so difficult zhat they
wers seemingly insurmountable, but with its nature of a hercle army that was very
cloze to tne loecal =thnic mincerity zroups, the Central Highlands Fronti stood

firm, became increazingly strong, made extraordinary efforts, and did a good job of
fulfilling the missions assigned by the Farty Central Ccmmittee. is viciories az
Plei ¥e, Ia Drang, Dac To, Cong Tum, and Buon Ma Thuot will live in niszory
foraver.

U

I~ the Zpring of 1975, the Central Highlands began the historic stirategic genermal
offensive, which concluded the national liberation war, liberated the South, and
urnified the homeland.

18 November: The order to "Alm straight at the enemy and firel!" and the example
of Nguyen Viet Xuan inspire a high tide of shcoting down U.3. air-
planes among the entlre army and the entire popuiatiocn.

After their first defeat on 5 August the U.3., bandits continued to carry out aerial
reconnaissance, attacked a number of places Military Region 4, and sent in commando
ships and warships to operate in the Gulf of Tonkin.

On 18 Wovember they launched air attacks in western Quang Binh. In that battle
Anti-Aircraft Company 3 shot down an RF.101 and two T.28's. During that battle, on
a battlefield full of smoke, fire, and enemy bombs and shells, company political
officer Nguyen Viet Xuan shcuted out the order, "Alm stralght at the enemy and
fire!" When his foot was shattered he had his men cut it off so that it wouldn't
get in the way and continued to direct his unit in combat. That act manifested
limitless loyalty to the homeland, profound hatred for the enemy, and resolute de
determination to annihilate the enemy to the end. During the final minutes of his
life he continued to devote all of this thoughts and sentiment to his unit, <o Rzis
comrades in arms, and to fulfilling his mission.

"Aim straight at tne enemy and fire!" was an offensive slogan whlch manifested a
revolutionary spirit and inspired everyone to be resolved to fight and defeat the
U.S. sky bandits. It also was the generalization of the method of fignting the
enemy airplanes and btegan a high tide of competition to shoot down enemy airplanes
among the people's armed forces and our people, in order to defeat the air force of
the U.S. imperialists.

7 and 8 Decembers The An Lac victory.

An Lao is a district in Binnh Dinh Province $ kllometers northwest of the pro-
vincial capital of Binh Dinh. It is situated in the midiands regior in a valley 4
kilometers long and 22 kilometers long.
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The snemy believed that An _ao was a safe area so there were only Civil Guard
forees <deployed at the district seat in fortified positions on a hill. There were
“wn rosts, along with 13 Ciwvil Juard platoons in 18 strategic hamlets scattered
tnrougnout =he district.

For our part, toe activity campaign of July 1964 achleved gzood results. The most
significant battle in that campaign was tne battle of Ky 3ann, fought on 8 July
1064 in Nam Tam Ky District, Quang Nam Province. For tne first time a reinforced
main-force battalion of Military Hegion 5, under regimental command, fought 1n
troad daylisht. Opposing it was a regular tattalion and an M.1l3 squadron of the
puppet army, with air and artillery support. We wWon a resounding victory which
signiried a turning point in the progress of thne main-force iroops of Military
Region 5. The ¥ilitary Region Command then decided to use a full-strength infan-
try regiment, in coordination with local district troops and militia-guerrilla
forces, to launch an offensive campaign in the An Lao Subsector, 1n order to anni-
hilate part of the enemy's manpower andliberate a corridor to connect with the Binh
Nzal zuerrilla base in order to create a staging area from which to descend into
the lowlands and coordinate with the Nam Bo theater.

During the night of 6 December we wiped out the enemy deployed on the hill and in
the two Civil Guard pos<ts. . The people in the hamlets arose, smashed 18 strategic
hamlets, and routed the 13 Civil Cuard platoons, but at the district seat we only
inflicted heavy casualtles on the enemy. On the morning of 7 December we changed
over to surrounding the district seat and prepared to attack the reinforcements.

On 7 and 8 December we continued to attack the reinforcements, knocking out six
M.113's and killing a number of the enemy, held the places we had taken, propagand-
ized our policles among the people, and created a guerrilla base in the newly
liberated area. Heavily defeated, on 15 December the enemy completely wlthdrew
from that area.

The results were that we killed or captured 618 of the enemy ,captured 300 weapons
(including 2 106.7mm mortars), destroyed & M.1l13's, smashed 18 strategic hamlets,
routed Civil Guard platoons, an liberated an area with 15,000 people.

The &n Lao victory, along withthe Binn Gla campaign and the guerrilla warfare move-
ment throughout the South, forced the puppet army and administration into a situa-
“ion of imminent collapse in the winter and spring of 19%64-1965 and greatly
bolstered the morale of the masses,

On the part of Military Reglon 5, the An Lao victory signified a new transformation
an advancing the guerrilla warfare movement to mobile warfare. "For the first time
there has appeared in Military Region 5 the new operational mode of combining local
troops with militia-guerrilla forces in the campalgn form on a regimental scale®
(Excerpt from a campaign recapitulation report of Military Region 5).

5 December 1964 to 8 March 1965: The Binh Gia campaign.

At the end of 1964 we had a very great opportunity: the enemy no longer could ful-
ly control their army, there were serious intermal contradictlons, and the morale
of the lackey army was becoming weaker and weaker. But the enemy could temporarily
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-0 Zouth. The principal zone of operation, in wnich the region's malrn-force
trocps Were corcentrated, was an area wnlch wordered four provinces la =asisrn anm
30 -- Bien Hoa, Fhuoc Tuy, wong Knanh, and Binn Tuy -- and was nearly 300 square

viiometers in extent. If was situated aboul 60 kilemeters south and southwest of
Caizon and Bien Hoa and connected Nam Bo with Trung Bo.

The policy of tne Resglomal Mililtary Party Committee was: '"Concenirating the armed
“orces of the reglon, along with the people and the local armed forces, in launcn-
ins an activity campaign to carry out the first relatively large mobile wariare
campaigns of tne region during the winter and spring of 1964-1965 in the jungles-
arnd-mountains area along the eastern Nam 3o coast."”

The objectives of the actlivity campaign were to annihilate an important part of the
enemy's manpower, consolidate and expand the base area and guerrilla area along

the coast, promote a movement to selectively destroy the enemy's control network
and pacification plan, and gailn experience in all regards in order to provide
operational guidance in the future and develop the concentrated combat style of

the main-force troops.

That wWas a long-range activity campaign which utilized many operatiomal forms,
especially mobile warfare, military proselytization, and coordimation in a large
area cf operatlions.

The forces that were used included the 1st and 2nd regional main-force reginents,
in coordiantion with the local troops ard the on-the-spot militia and guerrillas.

The campalgn, which began on the night of 5 December 1964 and ended on 8 March
1965, was divided into three thases and included attacks on the Binh Gila strategic
hamlet, the Dat Do 3ubsector, the Lo O and Rung La strongpoints, many ambushes of
reinforcements and supply shipments on the Duc Thanh-Ba Ria road, and two battles
against troops landed by helicopter around Binh Gia.

The results were that our troops annihilated 1,731 of the enemy (52 Americans were
killed and &4 were wounded); captured 300 (including 3 Americans); wiped out two
battalions (the 4th Marine 3attalion and the 33rd Ranger Battalion), 2 armored
squadrons, 2 Civil Guard companies, 2 commando platoons, and a number of Popular
Force and Combat Youth units, and decimated 2 battalions (the lst Battalion of the
37th Regiment and the 35th Ranger Battalion).

Shot down 35 helicopters, an L.19, and 2 Skyraiders.
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Rnocked out 22 M.113's, 5 tanks, 2 A, venicles, 18 GMC trucks,and 2 Jeeps.

Caprured 2 G¥C's, 9511 weapons of the various kirds, and 50,000 rounds of ammuni-
“iony and destroyed many weapons, :

After that campalgn, -he e2neny withdrew from Hoali Duc, Tanh Linh, and Vo Dac. We
wxpanded our base area southeast of Rt. 20 in an area with a population of more
than 20,000 and linked up the BaRia-Long Xnarh and Binn Tuy guerrilla bases.

“h 31nn Gia victory not only had a great military significance but signified a
sreat leap forward with regard to our main-force units' capability to flght with
concentrated forces but nad an important over-all effect on the war in the South.

Comrade Le Duan said, "In the developmental process ofthe liberation war in the
Jouth there have occurred such sreat leaps forward as the Binn Gia campaign during
the winter and spring of 1964-1665," "After the Ap Bac battle the enemy realized
that it would be difficult to defeat us" and "After Binh Cla the enemy reallzed
that they could lose to us."

Comrade Vo Nguyen Giap ocbserved that "The Binh Gia victory signified the essential
defeat of the special war strategy.”

The activity cycle of the winter and spring of 1964-1965, during which the Binh Gia
campaign was the greatest victory, along with the An lao, Song Be, Dong Xoal, and
other victories and the guerrilla warfare movement all over the South, created an
extremely favorable opportunity for the revolution in the South at the end of 1964
and the beginning of 1965. Our repeated victorles forced the Y.S. to send a U.S
expeditiorary army into South Vietnam and change over from the "speclal war" stra-
tegy to the "limited war" strategy in hopes of rescuing the puppets from the peril
of complete collapse.

1964: The first U.S.-annihilating battles.

Wrile the U.3. was increasing its forces in the South the revolutionary armed for-
ces carried out many surprise attacks on U.S. lairs, above all those of the
advisers and technical forces in the cities, especially in Saigon. Most noteworthy
were the following attacks:

-- On 16 February there was an attack on the Kinh Do Theater in which 150 Americans
were killed.

-~ 0On 2 May the 15,000~-ton aircraft carrier Card was sunk at the port of Saigon,
killing 55 Americans and destroying 19 airplanes.

-= 0On 3 July we attacked the Play Mo Rong post, wiping out the first ranger bat-
talion in the Central Highlands, killing 500 of the enemy including 9 U.S. advlsers.

-- 0On 25 August we destroyed the fifth floor of the Caravelle Hotel, killing 100
Americans.

== 0On 7 October we attacked three U.S., tankers on the Nha Be River, destroying
700,000 liters of gasoline.
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o~ % 1 Yovember we ror-arad Bien Hoa Alr Fforce Base, killing & Arericans arni

1 hroying or damaging 13 3,37 bombers.

- 0 18 November we deiorated a tomb in the Air Force club at Tan Jon Lnat air-
cieeid, #=iiling 77 Americarnc.

At fre ernd of 102, on 25 December, there was an attack on tne 3rinks Hotel, a
slx-story building in downtown 3aigon. According to Westmoreland, Z Americans

#ere xilled and mores than 100 of the enemy were wounded, includirg 66 Americarns.
Firct Half of 1965

T February: The North launches a people's war against the war of destruction
waged by the U.3. imperialists.

At the beginning of 1965 Johnson, having won the U.S. presidential election, was
“aced with the prospect of the ccmplete collapse of the puppet administration in
the South and plunged deeper along the path of direct aggression in our country.
The U.3. imperialists strengthened thelr forces in the South while carrying out
2 war of destruction in tnhe North, which they regarded as an indispensatle part,
a2 "supplement of, and not a replacement for, the U.S., land war in the Souzh"
(yuote of McNamara}. The specific U.S. objectives were:

-- Preventing all external aid from reaching the North and all aid from the North
from reaching the South.

-- Destroying our economic and national defense potential and sabotaging the so-
cialist construction in the North.

-~ Threatening the morale of our people ard shaking their determinatlion to resist
the U.S. &9r national salvation.

If it ecould attain those specific objective, the U.S. could bolster the pup.:t
army and the puppet administratlon while also striking a blow against the soclal-
ist camp and intimidatingthe developing national liberation movement.

On 7 February 1965 Johnson, making the excuse of retaliating for our attack on a
U.3. military camp at Play Cu, ordered the U.S. Alr Force to begin operation
Rolling Thunder and bomb the city of Dong Hoi, followed by the bombing of the Chap
Le area north of Dong Hoi on 8 February. On 11 February the enemy, making the
excuse of retalliating for our attack on a U.S. barracks in Quy Nhon, bombed our
military camps at Chnh Hoa and Chap Le.

On 13 February Johnson decided to expand the attacks against the North into a war
of destruction because "occasional one-for-one retaliatory strikes will lack the
persuasiveness of continuous pressure.”

In order to oppose the large-scale war of destruction launched by tne air force
and navy of the U.S. imperialists the soldlers and people of the North, under the
leadership of the Party, waged a people's war based on the all-rourd strength of
the superior socialist system. Many air defense units were urgently organized.
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Toe mricus kinds of anti-aireraft guns, tne air force units, the modern air-
feiecce milsciles, and tne wideiy deployed low-altitude anti-aircrafi <eams of +he
cif-d2fense nllitia, with determination to anninilate the enemy, fought very

rescurcefully and were victoricus beginning witn the very First tattle,

A reoriented our =conomy.  fany industrial bases evacuated their valuable machi-
woory and important rmaterials; the task of ensuring communications and transporta-
tlon recelved speclal attention; the pecple's air defense task in the cities apnd
industrial zones was carried ou* urgently and included such integrated measures
a5 cvacuatlon, dispersion, the building of addi*ioral air-raid shelters, the or-
saniza®ion of alr-defense zentrizs and alarms, etc.

Under the resolute, timely leadership of the Party Central Committee and its
“ilitary Commissiorn, our people fought btack, coped with the war of destruction of
tner U.3. imperialists very calmly. heroically, and resourcefully, won resounding
victories, and limited damage to the minimun.

Although the enemy airforce and navy were far superior to ours numerically and
were more modern, within only the first 3 montns after the enemy escalated their
attacks against the North from the 17th Parallel to the 20th Parallel, the sold-
iers and people of the North shot down more than 300 U.S. airplanes, captured many
enemy pllots, and sunk or 'set afire 7 enemy warships and commando ships. During
the first two days, 7 and 8 February 1965, Quang Binh and Vinh Linh shot down 9
U.3. airplanes. On 1l February they shot down 3 airplanes and damaged 4 others,
and captured the "space pilot" Major Schumacker, On 15 March 1965 the militia of
Dien dung Village, Dien Chau District, Nghe An, shot down a U.S. A.4 atrcraft with
infantry weapons, thus beginning a movement among our people’s armed forces to use
infantry weapons to shoot down U.3. jets.

Wnen they began their war of destruction against the North, the U.S. imperliaiists
were clearly subjective with regard to the strength of their air force and its
savegry. As Alr Force General Le May said, "The air force is decisive, the in-
strument of victory; by means of our victory we can reach any target in the
world. North Vietnam should be scared to death. If not, we will bomb them to
cmitherlens and push North Vietnam back into the stone age. North Vietnam cannot
cear up for more than a few weeks under U.3. bombs."

But the final resulis were entirely contrary to their aspirations. They could
attain none of their objectives. They not only cculd not extricate themselves
from their disaster on the southein battiefield but caused our people to hate them
even more, to fight back with determination, and to qulckly weaken the war-

making potential of the U.S. imperialists. The U.S. Air Force suffered very heavy
losses, the myth of the "unimaginable strength" of the U.S. Air Force was shat-
tered, and its limltations, and weaknesses were exposed to the people of the
world.

For our part, although the U.S. imperialists war of destruction created many
difficultles and inflicted many losses on our people's resistance war in general
and the soldiers and people of the North in particular, we~won a heroic, glorious
victory. As comrade Le Duan said, "We will emerge from this war not shattered
but stonger and more solid. An army of workers will take form and science,
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2% to 27 rarchs farty Central Commitiee nolds 1lin Plenum.

rat tart of 1965 the patriotic war of our compatriots in <ine Zousn

I:. nopes of avold the possibility of total defeat the U.3. imperialists cbstinate-
Ly zent U.5. and vassal fignting forces into South Vietnam, while also exparding
frer air force activities and thelr bombing attacks in the North, inus elevating
the "special war" to a new level, so that it had the characteristics of a
"ilimited war." :

In view of that situation, the Party Central Committee neld its lith Plenum and
{:sued a resolution on the situation and the urgent, immediate missions.

The Plenum cbserved: 'Because of the plots and activities of the U.5. imperlal-
ists, the situation of half the country belng at war and the cother half oeing at
peace has been transformed into a patriotic revolutionary war of the people of
the entire nation against the U.S. imperialists. The South is still the zreat
front line and the North is still the great rear area, but the mission of the
North is to build while directly engaging in combat and aiding the front in the
South.

"The most recent plots and acts of the enemy are intended to rescue them from
tneir perilous situation in the South. Therefore, for our part, the most positive
way to defeat those plots and acts of the enemy is to concentrate the forces of
+ne entire nation and attack and defeat the enemy in the South.”

The resolution confirmed that "our basic misslon 1s to positively restrain and
defeat the enemy in the 'special war' at its highest level in the South, endeavor
to take advantage of opportunities, concentrate the forces of the entire nation tw
+4in a decisive defeat in the South in a relatively short pericd of time, while
also making preparations to cope with and defeat the 'limited war' if waged by the
enemy in the South, continuing to build the North, closely combining economic con-
struction witn the strengthening of national defense, resolutely protecting the
North, defeating the war of destruction and blockade by the enemy's alr force and
navy, preparing to defeat the enemy in the event that they double the intensity of
their present war of destructlon or transform it into a limited war in both the
“outh and the North, endeavoring to mobilize the forces of the North to aid the
South, assisting the Laotian revolutlon, using all of our strength to attack the
snemy in the South, deferding the North, and fulfilling the enterprise of natiomal
liberation throughout the nation.”

The resolution of the 1lth Plenum of the Party Central Committee made very
important decisions. It both expressed determination to restrain and defeat the
enemy in the limited war and prepared the country to wage a large-scale war
against the U.3. expeditionary army, delineated the basic missions and the speci-
fic missions of the country as a whole and of each region, mainiained the initla-
tive of the soldiers and people of our entire natlon, and expressed readiness to
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fisnt and defeat the enemy wnen they transTormed their war of agression intc a

clmiced war 1n the Zouth arnd expanded thelr war of destructlon in tre Norih.

L o JlMaren: Indoehinccoe Zrople's Conrerence expresses a spirit of anti-U.3
selidarizy.

In order to express wolidarity against the U.5. and the plot of the U.S. imperial-
15tz to divide the pecple of the three Indocninese countries, the Indochinese
Feople's Conference met in Phnom Tenn, the capital of Kampuchea, from 1 March to

-

3 March 1965,

The conference included the participation of delegations of the Vietnam Fatherlard
“ront, thne National Liberation Front of 3South Vietnam, the Xampuchean Common
fecple's 3Zocial Community, the Neo Lao Hac Xat, the Lactian Patriotic Neutral For-
2es, and other assoclations and organizations of the three countries. The con-
rerence approved a joint resolution which clearly stated the solidarity of the
people of the three Indochinese countries in resolutely struggling against the
U.5. imperialists, and three separate resolutions regarding Vietnam, Kampuchea,
and Laos which expressed ardent support for the struggles of the people of the
three countries for independence, the right of self-rule, and territorial integri-
ty and vigorously condemming the U.3. imperialists for having trod upon the
Geneva Agreements, started a criminal war of aggression against the Vietnamese
people, intervening militarily in Laos, and carrying out provocatlons and agres-
sive plots against Kampuchea. The conference stressed "the necessity of strength-
ening the true, lasting solidarity of the Indochinese people" 1in the struggle
against the common enemys the U.3. imperialist aggressors.

Thz Indochinese People's Conference was an important event in the political life,
and in the struggle for independence and freedom of the people of Vietnam,
Kampuchea, and Laos. The victory of the conference was a victory of the militant
solidarity of the people of the three Indochinese countries. The conference sign-
ified an important development in the history of the struggle of the three Indo-
chinese countries against foreign aggression, and also signified a heavy defeat
Tor the U.S. imperialists' plot to divide the Indochinese peoples in order to
annex each of those countries.

3 April: Vietnamese People’s Alr Force makes the date of its first battle its
tradition day.

In accordance with the policy of gradually developing our armed forces to a pro-
fessional, modern status, our alr force, a modern, young combat arm of the Viet-
namese People's Army, was formed to fulfill the strategic missions of defending
the North and liberating the South.

On 3 April 1965, during a battle against U.S. airplanes in the sky above Do Len-~
Ham Rong, our air force, in coordination with the anti-aircraft forces, shot down
10 enemy airplanes. The team led Pham Ngoc Lan shot down two F.8 jets in the first
battle fought by our air force.

The next day, on & April, the team led by Tran Hanh shot down two F 105 jets in
the same area.
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Jrocidens Ho o Jnl Mics o sent oa conzra
adcicn rad genleved spne firse fegts

Arril 3rd, 1965 nas become trhe tradition day of the Vietnam People's Air Force.

curing i1 years of o"‘mrd g With tne modern alr force and -avy of =he L., im-
perialicos, our CCopie's Alr Force built a glorious tradition: ”Be limizl=asly
oral, atzack rerciuzely, Iisnt togetner, and achieve collective meriz.” I- ~ore

iman U0 battles 1t Snot down 320 U.3. airplanes of 19 types (in Clhdlng 2 3.52"'3),
d=stroyed 24 airplanes, sunk or set afire 6 warships or commando ships, neavily
famazed 3 3n3my military bases, and contributed wortnily to smashing the perestige
of "American air power,"” along with the soldiers and people of the entire nation
defeated two wars of aggression waged by the U.S. imperialists against +hne Nortn,
ard contributed to tne defeat of thelr neocolonial war of aggressicn in the Sou*h.
Une regiment snot down more than 100 airplanes, one company shot down more than 50
airplanes, and many pllOtS achieved outstanding feats of arms. Most outstanding
“as the [eat of arms of 27 and 28 December 1972, when the People's Air Force

shot down five enemy airplanes (including two B.52's shot down on the spot), thus
contributing to smashing the enemy's large~scale air raids on Hanoi and Hai Zhons.

In the General Offensive and Uprising of the Spring of 1975 the People's Air Force,
overcaming many difficulties, transported a large quantity of weapons and military
cargo to the battlefield in order to promptly serve the fighting. It quickly took
over, studied, repaired, restored, and use the various kinds of airplanes and
technical equipment of the enemy.

On 28 April 1975 the Quyet Thang squadron, with 5 A.,37 jets, carried out a bold
surprise attack on the area in which enemy airplanes were parked at Tan Son Nhat
airbase, destroyed 24 airplanes and contributing to the total victory of the his-
toric Ho Ghi Minh campaign. It effectively supported the infantry and naval units
in the fighting to liberate the 1slands in the South China Sea.

The Natlonal Assembly and Government awarded the Vietnam People's Air Force the
designation Hero Unit of the People's Armed Forces on 3 June 1976. Ten unlts and
22 cadres and men in the Air Force were awarded the noble designation Hero of the
Pecple's Armed Forces.

2 ZMarch and 8 April: Nationmal Liberation Front of South Vietnam makes public its
Filve-Point Stand and the Government of the Democratic Re-
public of Vietnam makes public its Four-Point Stand.

At tne beginning of 1965, in addition to beginning to send U.S. expeditionary
troops into Scuth Vietnam and expanding the war of destruction in the North,
Jonnson expanded his "peace offensive" to conceal the brazen crime of aggression
committed by the U.S. and send out a smokescreen of lies regarding thelr "good
will" in order to both decelve world opinion and threaten our people.

Johnson continually spoke of "negotiatlons without any prilor conditions" and said
that "America does not want a wider war .... We have acted and will continue to
act to reduce tension.”
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m 7 April 1965 Jonnsen read a speech at Baltimore in whleh he said, "We will seek
ways to prevent the conflict from spreading .... We will do anything necessary to
aztain that objective."” 1In inat speech he both appealzd for negotliations and
orfrred a bribe in the form of 81 billion in ald if the war ended, l.e., if it
nded in accerdance Wwith tne conditions set by the U.3.

In view of that situation, on 22 March 1965 tne National Liberation Front of 3outh
VYietnam issued an important declaration. After exposing the bogus offer of the
U.S. to "negotiate without any preconditions,” the Front brought out its just
r"ive-Foint Stand of the Pecple of South Vietnam:s

1. The U.35 imperialists sabotaged the Geneva Agreements and are exiremely crude
warmongers and aggressors. They are the irreconcilable enemies of the Vietnamese
people.,

2. The heroic people of South Vietnam are determined to expel the U.S5. imperial-
ists in order to liberate the South, achieve an lndependent, democratic, neutral
Vietnam, and advance to rational unification.

3, The people of South Vietnam and the heroic Liberation Army of the South are
determined to fulfill their sacred duty as fully as possible and expel the U.S.
imperialists in order to liberate the South and defend the North.

4. The people of South Vietnam express their deep gratitude for the ardent sup-
port of the peace loving and justice loving people of the world, and declare thelr
readiness to accept all assistance, including weapons and all other military
equipment, from our friends all over the world.

orward, and are determired to fight and defeat the U.S. arnd the Vietnamese tral-

5. Our entire population is united and armed, will continue to herclcally rush
:
Tors.

Then, con 8 April 1365, Premier Pham Van Dong announced the Four-Point Stand of the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam:

1. The U.3. is the aggressor and must withdraw from Scuth Vietnam.

2. The U.5. must respect the Geneva Agreements.

3. The affairs of the South must be handled by the people of the South, and the
National Liberation Front of South Vietnam is the only true representative of
the people of the South.

4. The peaceful unification of Vietnam must be brought about by the people of the
tWo regions.

The declaration of the Five-Polnt Stand of the National Liberation Front of South
Vietnam and the declaration of the Government of the Democratic Republlc of Viet-
nam were resolute, Jjust responses of our people which exposed the reactlonary,
wily arguments of the U.S5. imperialists regarding Vietnam.
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Tiew allirmed ire iron detsrmination to oppose the U.3. for rna%tional za’l-m:ior of
“n2 pecople of Nortn and Zoutn Vietnam. We were unwilling “o yield to e sirenzn
of the enemy aggressors and could not accept negotiations according to the U.3.
~orditions.

Twor peopls of fhe 3outinh arnd Horth responded ardently to the two declaratiorns oy
Teans of delts of Jishiening struck directly against tne enemy. They alzo re-
celved the wide supzort of progressive world opinion, wnicn regarded our stards
az manifesting the nost patriotic and neroic attitude and as belng in accord witn
the truth of the era.

1> and 11 ¥ay: Taking of Song 3e Clty, capital of Phuoc Long Province.

e clt, of Song Be, also called Ba Ra, was the capital of Phuoc Long Province in
castern Nam Bo.

Jn the basis of the favorable topography afforded by Mt. Ba Ra and the Ba River,
the U.5. and its puppets constructed a solid defensive system which extended from
¥t. 3a Ra, through the provincial capital to the airfield, and on to the Fhuoc Bin
B3inh military subsector headquarters, a distance of more than 10 kilometers, which
formed a rather strong complex of strongpoints.

On the night of 10 March and the morning of 11 March our troops smashed +he
enemy's defensive line along the Be River, wiped out the Phuoc Binh military
neadquarters and the Phuoc Long sector, annihilated 1,389 of the enemy (including
30 Americans and the puppet province chief), shot down 14 airplanes, and captured
700 weapons.

The Song Be victory was the flrst battle of the Song Be-Dong Xoal campaign. For
the firts time we had taken a c¢ity occupled by the enemy in the south. The battle
panicked the U.S. and its puppets and opened the way for the campalgn to win a
great victory.

28 YMay:+ The Nul Thanh victory.

At theend of March 1965 U.S. troops occupied Da Nang-Chu Lal and U.S. Marines be-
zan to arrive to set up a base camp in Military Reglon 5 in order to make prepara-
tlons for the U.S. troops to expand their sphere of operations on land.

On 7 May, a battalion of U.S. Marines occuptied the An Tan area in Tam Ky District,
wuang Nam Province.

During the night of 27 May and the early morning of 28 May two Military Region 5
battalions, in coordimtion with a battallon of sappers, carried out an attack
against the U.S. Marine battalion. In that battle at Nui Thanh a company of U.S.
Marines was wiped out and 180 Americans were killed or wounded.

The battle at Nuli Thanh was the first battle in which our reveolutionary armed for-
ces wiped out a U.S. company on the southern battlefield. Military Reglon 5 had
the honor of being praised by the Party and government for:t ‘"Heroically and
steadfastly leading the way in annihilating U.S. troops.”" There followed the
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victeriss at Van Tuong and Play Me, in which the U.5. troops suffered a terrible

centing,
24 o 31 May: The 3Ba Zia Vicoory.

32 Jla was a small town i Son Tinh District on Zoute 5, more than 10 kilometers
from guang Ngail City.

The Ba Gila victory lay within the summer 1965 activity cycle of Military Region 5,
wnicn was aimed at the enemy's weak points and nad the objectives of annihilating
part oI the enemy'z manpower, effectively suppert the people, further promote the
rolizical struggle movement, develop the guerrilla war, continue to destroy the
enemy '3 control, and consolidate dnd expand the liberated area.

We used an infantry regiment, a 75mm pack artillery company, and an anti-alrcraft
company, to attack a larger puppet brlgade consisting of the 5lst Regiment of the
2nd Divisicn, two Marine battalions, and three Ranger battalions.

Qur troops attacked the enemy continuously, from ClCO hours 29 May to 0400 hours
31 #ay. The attacks included many ambushes, both daytime and night time surprise
attacks, attacking posts in order to annihiliate reinforcements, and annihilating
reinforcements in order to attack larger reinforcements.

The results were that our troops wiped out four enemy battalions (the lst and 2nd
battalions of the 5lst Regiment, a Marine battalion, and the 39th Ranger Bat-
talion), killed or wounded $15 of the enemy (including & Americans), captured 270,
captured 307 weapons of the varicus kinds, shot down 2 alrplanes, and destroyed 2
105mm artillery pleces and 14 trucks.

Ba Gla was a rapid and efficient annlhilating battle. It was a new step in the
maturization of the revolutionary armed forces of the Scuth with regard to the
level of concentrated fighting and the use of relatively large forces, in a
period in which the enemy's "speclal war" strategy was reaching the point of
bankruptcy and in which the puppet army, because of the repeated blows struck by
our main-force troops at such places as Binh Gia, An Lao, and Dong Xoai-Song Be,
was toreatened by collapse and disintegration.

Comrade Nguyen Chi Thanh wrote of the Ba Gia battle: "For the flrst time, on unfa
unfaverable terraln and, especially, under the clrcumstances of the enemy having
manpower and firepower, we not only dared fight, but annihilated all of the enemy,
captured many prisoners, and captured many weapons and much military equipment,
while our side suffered only very llght casualties."” "The Ba Gia wvictory has not
only the ordinary significance any victery but alsc has ancother important signi-
ficance: it was an exemplary annihliating battle."

The Ba Gia battle demcnstrated our troops' ablliity to annihllate brigades of the
puppet army and signified the complete bankruptcy of the U.S.-puppet "special war"
strategy. On 1 June 1965 Johnson, the U.S. President,had to bitterly admit that
"That was a serious defeat" for himself and his lackeys.
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arer LS Jormation or oo "Anti-U.3., Natlomal-Zalvation Assault Youtk Unisl "

[ nid-1%65 the war spread wnroughout our country.

I: order to strengthen our forces, in June 1365 the Premier recommernded the for-
saclon of an "Anti-U.3., Naticonal Salvation Assault Youth Unit" 4o xobilize
idreds of tnourands of younz men and woment o set out to fulfill combat ard

combat support miusions. | Yost of them would work in the communications-and-
~rancportation units in order to carry out the October 1965 directive of the Foli-
itical Bureau and the Military Commission of the Party Central Committe: "Ensur-

inz unimpeded communications and transportation in ihe present situatlon is a cen-
tral, ad hoc mission of the entire Party, the entire army, and the entire popula-
fion.”

curing the anti-U.3. resistance war for national salvation, on all of the key
dbattlerields, especlally in Military Reglon 4 and along the strategic north-south
cdrridor, tne "Anti-U.3. Natlonal Salvation Assault Youth Unit" played a positive
rols in fulfilling combat and combat-support units, alongside the regular armed
“orces. Those accomplishements reflect tne patriotic tradition of our youhs:
wnen the nomeland appeals to them youths are willing go anywhere, do anything, and
overcome all difficulties.

i1 May to 22 July: Dong Xcal-Song Be campaign.

During the winter and spring of 1964-1965 we had won a great victory and nad to
attack rapidly and strongly so that the enemy could not recover.

The Regional Military Committee decided to launch a campalgn to:

-- Annihilate an important part of the enemy's elite main-force manpower (the
juota that was set was the complete annihilation of four battalleons andeight com-
panies).

-- Attacking,and interdicting for a certain peried of time, the enemy's strategic
routes: route Nos. 13,14, 20, 1, and 15 and the railroad.

-- Stepping up guerrilla warfare and fighting small-scale attrition and annihila-
tion battles, in combinatlon withthe political struggle movement ofthe masses.

The principal mission was to annihilate enemy manpower.

That was the first time we concentrated relatively large main-force units (four
regiments and two battalions), in coordinatlon with the local forces, to carry
out an operatlon in a large area which focused on Binh Long and Phuoc Long pro-
vinces. The area of coordination was made up of flve provinces: Lam Dong, Binn
Tuy, Long ¥Xnann, Blen Hoa, and Ba Ria. During the period between 11 May to 22
July 1965 we attacked a rather strong defensive zone defended by relatlvely large
forces (nine regular battalions, three Hanger battalions, two Civil Guard bat-
talions, seven independent Civil Guard companies, and 21 ranger companies, not to
mention the puppet general reserves).
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T campaizn was divided inte :nree phases, durlng which we fought 16 battalicn-
olz=d or regiment-sized pat-lss, including & victoriocus battles against enemy in
mronsg fortificaticns, 4 batiles against reinforcements (2 of which were suc-
cesctul ), five battles to interdict roads, and 3 victorious surprise attacks.
The resyults wers ihot we wiped out 4 enemy military subsectors, xnecked out of
action 4,459 of the =nemy (including 73 Americans), wiped out or nearly wiped out
“ battalions (the lst and 2nd battallons of the 7th Regiment, the 7th Airborne
Acsiment, and the 4th Armored 3attalion), 24 companies, 6 mechanized squadrons,
and 4 artillery or combat engineer detachments. We captured 1,552 weapons of the
various kinds and destroyed 390 weapons and 60 vehicles, 6 locomotives, and 12
railroad cars. We shot down 34 airplanes and destroyed 3 helicopters.

de also achileved good results in stepping up guerrilla warfare and in interdicting
roads. Most noteworthy was the coming of age of the main-force troops, especially
with regard to attacking the enemy in strong fortifications. The level of our
campaign guidance was raised. The enthusiasm and confidence of the troops were
higher after the campaign.

Tre Dong Xcal campaisgn, which followed the Binh Gia and Ba Gia victories, proved
cur troops' ability to attack tne enemy on an increasingly larger scale and to an-
nihilate increasingly larger numbers of the enemy.

The Dong Xcal victory pushed the puppet army a step further toward the peril of
collapse and disintegration. It also proved the correctness of the assessment
that the jJjungles-and-mountains battlefield is a battlefleld on which we were
capable of fighting and winning large annihilating battles and of limlting the
strengths, and exacerbating the weaknesses, of the enemy.

1965: The Chinese rulers give the green light to U.S. aggressior in Vietnam.

In January 1965, via the U.S, journalist Edgar Snow Mao Zedong informed Washing-
ton: "The Chinese army will not cross its border to fight. That is something
that 1s absolutely clear. The Chinese will fight only if the U.S. attacks. Is
that not clear? The Chinese are very busy with their internal affairs. To fight
cutside their borders would be criminal. Why would they have to do so? The
people of South Vietnam can handle the situation.”

After that, in many ways China made effort to enable the U.S. to understand Mac's
saylng, "We won't bother anyone who doesn't bother us."

Therefore, in February 1965 the Johnson administration began to use the enormous
U.S. war apparatus in Vietnam. It sent U.S. troops into the South to wage a
"limited war," whil: at the same time using its air force to wage a war of
destruction against the Democratic Hepublic of Vietnam.

Thus the Chinese rulers exposed thelr imtricate, insidious scheme of instigating
the U.5. to become bogged down in its war of aggression in Vietnam so they could
be free to carry out their cultural revolution. They also wanted to prolong the
Vietrnam War to weaken the Vietnamese revolutionary forces. At the same time,
they wanted to take advantage of thelr so-called "aild to Vietnam" as long as
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pocithe oAt ey could ralse the flag of “absolute revoiutiorn” ard rally
Lo people ol adla, Arrica, and Latin America against the Zowviet Unior and ftre
oclalist system.

Chapter III
From id-10% 50 the Ind of 1948

Yopilizing the Yorces of the Entire Nation and Carrying Out the Sirateszic lecisiorn
to Defeat the U.S3. Expeditionary Army in the "Limited War" and Force <he U.3.
Imperialists to Deescalate the War

last © months of 1965.
24 July: The missile troops fight and win their first battle.

The air-defense missile combat arm, a young, modern technical combat arm of the
/letnanm People's Army, was born and grew up in the anti-U.S. resistance war for
national salvation.

After expanding the war of destruction to most of the provinces in the north the

U.S5. imperialists, although heavily defeated, continued to be very sutjective and
blind regarding the "unimaginable strength" of "U.S. airpower."

In mid-July 1965 the High Command decided to transfer two missile battalions to
join three anti-aircraft regiments in carrying out a surprise attack to shoot down
2nemy alrplanes in the area of Bat Bat, Ha Tay Province. That was the first bat-
tle fought by our anti-aircraft missile army. The results were that on 24 July
our missile troops, with resourceful, brave, and resolute flghting methods, won

a glorious victory, shooting down a flight of three enemy F-4 jets. BSince then,
24 July 1965 has been regarded as the tradition day of our army's missile arm.

Between 1965 and 1972 our missile troops shot down more than 800 alrplanes of

rary types of the U.S. strategic and tactical alr forces, including 57 B-52's.

In one battle one missile brought down two airplanes, in another battle three mis-
siles shot down three airplanes, and on one day eight strategic B-52 bombers were
sheot down.

Especlally, between 18 and 28 December 1972 they fought very skilfully, bravely,
and creatively, achieved one glorious feat of arms after another, won a very great
victory -- shooting down 37 U.S. airplanes, including 32 B-52's, most of them on
the spot -- and contributed very importantly to defeating the large-scale strateglc
raids against the North carried out by the strategic and tactical air forces of

the U.5. imperialists.

Cur missile troops contributed importantly to, along with our soldiers and peorle,
completely defeating the two wars of destruction waged by the U.S. imperialists in
the North.

On 1l January 1973 the National Assembly and the Government bestowed the Heroic
Unit of the People's Armed Forces commendation on the missile combat arm. Twelve
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units and 10 cadres and men were awarded the Hero of the People's Armed Forces
‘traismation.

13635 The U.s. 1mperialists impetuously zend in U.3. expeditidnary troops o
directly wase an asgressive "linited war™ in South Vietnam.

oy Yarch 1965 "tne revolutionary patriotic war of our compatriots in the South
rad advanced very rapidly and nad won lncreasingly larger victories. The 'special
war' of the U.3, imperialistis was undergoing an increasingly deeper crisis and is
suffering a serious defea+.” (Resolution of the 1lth Pleaum of tne Party Central
Committee, )

“aced with the peril of complete defeat, the U.3. imperialists soughi all ways to
create a "position of strength." They gradually sent U.S5. and vassal forces to
-outh Vietram, while also expanding their alir force activities and bombings in

the North in order to create pressure, in hopes of weakening our offensive capa-
5ility in the South, limiting tne North's aid to the South, and forcing us to make
concessions.

On 8 March 1965, after sending a squadron of F105 aircraft to Bien Hoa and a

battalion of "Hawk" anti-aircraft milliles to Da Nang, the U.3. sent two bat-
talions of the U.5. 9th Marine Brigade from Okinawa to Da Nang. Thus for the
first time U.5. combat troops were sent to South Vietnam.

Cn 1 April 1965 Johnson decided to send 18,000 to 20,000 U.S. support troops and
two additional Marine battalions to South Vietnam. He urgently explored the
possibility of rapidly deploying South Korean, Australian, and New Zealand combat
forces and continued to step up the war of aggression waged by the U.S5. Alr Forxce
in the Worth and in laos,

In view of the weakening situation of the puppet army, on 26 June 195 Westmoreland
was auvhorized by the U.S. government to send U.S. troops into battle "when deemed
necessary.'" Between 26 and 30 June the 173rd Airborne Brigade, an Australian bat-
talion, and puppet forces carried out a joint operation northwest of Saigon. That
was the first operation conducted by U.S5. troops in the South. With that decision
(according to a classified Department of Defense document), "The strategy was
finished, and the debate from then on centered on how much force and to what end.”

On 17 July 1965, Johnson announced his decision to send 44 U.S. battallons
to South Vietnam and approve Westmoreland's "search and destroy" strategy. That
decision (according to a classified Department of Defense document), was "per-
ceived as a threshold-entrance into an Asian land war," and the war of aggression
of the U.3. imperialists entered a new phase: the limited war phase.

The T.3. imperialists, waging a gradually intensifying limited war, thought that
they would be able to squash us and win victeory., The ultimate developments were
entirely contrary to thelr desires.,

Of course, that period presented an extremely serious challenge to the soldlers

anrd people in both the North and South of our country, as well as for our Party.
By means of thelr extraordinary courage our people proved that although our country
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Wil onoTolarse and our poruiaction was small, our people were united. Urder she
Alse, corr=ct lead=rsnip of ihe Farty, they carried out a broad peopiz's war ard
d=rated that Ilexrce, cruel war waged by tne U.3. imperialists.

l¥oh:  FYaln-Jorce divisions organized in Nam Bo and Yilitary Hegion 3,

Surling o lazt hall of 13035 our main-force iroops on tre Nam 30 and Jilizary
“efion 5 otarviofi=zlds developed greatly with regard to organization and onerm*ior-

i abllity, rormed cliusters of rain-force units which stalwartly asid zheir ground
in tne important strategic areas, launched a number of multi-regimerntal operations
under unified command, arnd operated in areas of their choosing, such as 3inn Jia
ard Dong Xoal. ©Now our operational objectives were different from -nose o +he
past. In addition to the puppet troops there had appeared regular U.3, divisions
Witn modern equipment. That situation made it necessary for us to rave main-force
aivisions 1f Wwe were to meet the reguirements of the battlefield.

According to the September 1965 resolution of the Political Bureau and the directive
of the Military Commission of the Party Central Committee, a number of main-force
irfantry divisions were formed:

-~In Nam Bo the 9th Division (three regiments) was formed in September 1965 and the
Sth Division was formed in November 1965.

--In Military Region 5 the 3rd Division {(three regiments) was formed in September
1965 and the 2nd Division (two regiments and one battallion) was formed in November
1965.

The formation of main-force infantry divisions on the southern tattlefield was a
strong developmental step of our nation's anti-U.S. resistance war for national
salvation and represented the great-leap-forward maturization of the revolutiomary
armed forces, which were now capable of creating strong, highly effective fists
which, along with the local troops, the militia, and the guerrillas, transformed
the war situation.

1965: We win resounding victories over the U.S. expeditionary troops when they
begin their aggressive limited war in our country.

18 August:s The Van Tuong victory.

After occupying the Chu Lal area in Quang Nam Province, at dawn on 18 August 1965
the U.3. Marines launched Operation Starlight against the hamlet of Van Tuong, in
Binh Hai Village, Blnh Son District, on the coast in northern Quang Ngai, 17 kilo-
meters from the Chu Lal base. Its objectives were to annthilate one of our main-
force units, win a military victory in order to enhance the prestige of the U.S3.
¥arines, encroach upon the liberated area, and expand the secure area around the
Chu Lai base,

The enemy force, amounting to about 9,000, consisted of the headquarters of the
7th Regiment of the 1lst Marine Division, four Marine ba.talions, two puppet infan-
try battalions, a tank-amphiblous wehlcle battallon, and a number of artillery,
engineer, and other support unlts. They mobllizmed six landing craf+, flve combat

79



cupport snips, 105 tanks and armored venicles, 100 helicopters, and 70 fizhter-
bomiers 1n that sweeping operation.

W ad ore regiment ir tne Van Tuong area which was tralning, consclidating, and
nremarins to fulfill its miccioans. t nad a contingency plan for countering a
Jdenping operation .aunched rom many directlens.

4 fow days previously +the eremy had made preparations by the use of alrplanes,
artillery, and small exploratcry mopping-up operations. We predicted that the
cneny would attack and decided *o remain in place to Tight the enemy's mopping-up
operation,

The U.S. troops carried out the attack with four celumnss one advanced directly
2iong the road in amphibious vehicles, two were landed by helicopter, and one

came ashore from landing craft. After a day's fighting our troops, along with the
guerrilias and the people, completely defeated the mopping-up operaticn, killing
919, set afire 22 tanks and armored vehicles, and shot down 13 alrplanes.

Yan Tuong was the first battle in which the U.S5. expeditlionary treops engaged
directly in large-scale combat in South Vietnam and used naval, land, and alr
forces, but they took a beating and suffered heavy losses.

Van Tuong may be regarded as the Ap Bac of the U.5. Army. It began a high tide

of the annihilatlion of U.3. troops all over the south. The Van Tuong victory also
demonstrated that the soldiers and people of the scuth were determined to fight,
knew how to fight, and were entirely capable of defeating the limited war of the
U.5. imperialists.

Comrade Le Duan evaluated the Van Tuong battle as representing both a tactical
defeat and a strategic defeat of the U.S., on the basis of which we could continue
to victoriously attack the U,.S. moblle forces, When it 1s compared to the situa-
tion when the German troeops invaded the Soviet Union or when Japan attacked China
during World War II, or when the U,S. troops landed in South Korea, the signifi-
cance of that smashing victory over the aggressor troops becomes even clearer,

19 Cctober to 26 November: The Play-Me Campaign.

In 3eptember 1965 the enemy stationed the entire 1st Air Cavalry Division at An
Khe., It was the first U.S. military unit to be sent to the Central Highlands and
was the first medernly equipped U.S. army unit to carry out tactical experiments
in the South of our country.

The enemy forces included one U.S. air cavalry division, a puppet alrborne brigade
and a puppet armored squadron, and a South Korean regiment (the first Park Chung
Hy soldiers to be sent to the Central Highlands).

Our troops included three main-force infantry regiments, a sapper battalion, an
artillery battalion, and a 12.7 mm machinegun battallon. The campaign took place
in the Bau Can-Play Me-Duc Co area, about 1,600 square kilometers in extent, 30
kilometers south of Play Cu Clty.
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Tetyesr 13 Jctober and 25 Lovember our troops surrounded the area <o forse tre
curpet army to send reinforcements, concentrated on annihilating wne puppe+
roinforcements, and forced the U.3. troops to come to tne rescue of ithe puppets.
W wren concentraied on inflicting neavy casualties on tne U.3. troops.

Tne results were that we xilled 2,564 of the enemy (including 1,70C Americans,,
wiped out three infantry cattalions, includlng a U.5., battalion, and anninilated
a puppet armored sguadron. We shot down 59 alrplanes,inflicted nsavy casualties
on tne U.3. 3rd Brizade, destroyed five 10°mm artillery pieces, and captured 773
weapons and 58,000 rounds of ammunition,

That was tne Cirst time the U.3., sent troops to the Central Hignlands and also a
time when they had to call off an operation. The alr Cavalry Division was
defeated in its first engagement.

e High Command sent a message congratulating the soldiers and people of the
Central Highlands. The Govermnment decided to award tne soldiers and peasnats of
tne Central Highlands two First-Class Military Merit medals.

3 November: Victory at Dat Cucc.

Dat Cuoc, 30 kilometers north of the city of Bien Hoa, lay withln the sphere of
War Zone D in eastern Nam Bo.

The U.S. 173rd Brigade, which had been stationed at Bien Hoa since May 1963,
sought to win a victory by carrylng out a "search and destroy” operatlon and prob-
ing into War Zone D,

On A November they landed troops at Hieu Liem. After 2 days of fulity searchlng
for us, when they were beginning to tire, they entered our ambush zone, The
?ighting lasted until 8 November.

The results were that a U.3. battalion was wiped out. That was the first large
U.S.-annihilating battle fought in Nam Bo.

12 November to 27 November: The Dau Tleng battile.

Dau Tieng is an area in Thu Dau Mot. The enemy forces included a U.3. infantry
division and the 7th Regiment of the puppet 5th Division. Our 9th Infantry Divi-
sion and a battalion of local Thu Dau Mot troops carried out an operation in
which they fought many battles -- all of them wvictorious -- in a l5-day period.
T™wo of those battles, in which we annlhilated many of the enemy, had a great
effect: Bau Bang and Dau Tleng.

The Bau Bang victory:

On 11 November U.S forces, consisting of a task force made up of two infantry
battalions of the 2nd Brigade of the lst Infantry Division, two battalions of
tanks and M.113's, and an artillery battery, totalling more than 2,000 men,
conducted an operation from Lal Khe to Bau Bang. On the afternoon of 1l November
the enemy stopped at Bau Bang, 25 kilometers north of Thu Dau Mot.
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W closely morltored the 2germy'ssituation. Durlng the night of 11 November our
“roopn moverd up close and surrounded the bivouac area of the U.3. troops.

At 530 on 12 November we opered fire. After 30 minuzes, most of the U.3. £Xoops
rad been Wwiped out. ATf*er 3 nours of fighting we completely mastered the battie-
“ield. The resultc were tnat we annihilated two U.S. infantry battalions and a
mechanized squadrern. About 2,040 Americans were killed or wourded. We destroyed
39 tanks and M.113's 6 105mm artillery pleces, and 2 106.7mm mortars, and shot
dowr. an 1.19 airplane and a nelicopter.

That was a daytime attack which resulted in the largest number of Americans killed
ginee U.5. troops arrived in the 3outh and in the wiping out of many battalions,
both infantry and armor. That proved our troops' capabllity to fight battles to
anninilate large numbers of U.S. troops.

™e Dau Tieng victory:

Un 27 November we launched a surprise attack against the command headquarters of
the 7tn Regiment of the puppet 5th Division and two battalions of that regiment
at Village 14 in the Michelin rubber plantation. The entire regiment was wiped
out and we killed or captured more than 700 of the enemy, including a Lieutenant
Colonel who was the regimental commander.

The results of the Dau Tieng campalgn were that we annihilated 4,250 of the enemy
(including nearly 3,000 Americans), destroyed 300 vehicles, captured 300 weapons
orf the varlous kinds, and knocked out of action three bvattalions of the U.S. lst
Infantry Division and the 7th Regiment of the puppet 5th Division.

The victory of the Dau Tieng victory was another heavy blow struck agalinst the
U.3. puppet forces in the winter of 1965 and buried the prestige of the "Big Red
One" lst Infantry Division of the U.S. ‘rmy, which they ballyhooed as being their
mest "elite" division.

S to 18 December: The offensive at Dong Duong.

Jeng Duong 1s situated in a lowland area along Route 1 in southern Quang Ngal Pro-
vince, near such large U.S. bases as Da Nang and Chu Lai.

On 17 November, prior to that campaign, we atitacked and wiped out the Hiep Duc,
On 18 November the puppe&'an Divislon landed three battalions by helicopter to
retake Hiep Duc,

We then surrounded Hiep Duc and Viet An, forcing the U.S. and the puppets to
relieve the siege and affording us an opportunity to attack the reinforcements.

As expected, the enemy mobilized six puppet infantry battalions, fgr U.S. Marine
tattalions, two artillery battalions, and an armored squadron, totalling 8,500 men
men, to rescue the puppets at Hiep Duc and Viet An.

The fighting took place from 8 to 18 December 1965 and included many ambushes,

surprise attacks, and attacks on enemy troops landing by helicopter. At first
we mainly fought puppet troops, but later we mainly annihilated Americans. The
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Sults were That We arainilated 1,300 of <ne enemy {including
nocked cut of acticn three puppet infantry battalions ard a ba
Yarises, and shot down or destroyed 21 alrplanes and 6 ¥M.113's.

-
T
¢

- Py
s i

ouong victory was a sgreat success of the armed . rces of ¥ilitary Jezion
application of the slogan of endeavoring to annihilate =2nemy Tro0ps car-
rying out operatiocns in “rne lowlands, combining moblle warfare with zuerrilla
flzhting, ard clozsly comblning the three types of troops.

_ong
notoe

+ Jecember: Rald on the Metropole Hotel (Zaigon).

In the winter of 1753, along with tne concentrated fighting of our main~‘orce
1roops we used sappers and artillery to attack the enemy's rear-area bases in ‘he
Zalzon area, the Nuoc Yan airbase, the Chu Lal ailr base, etc. Of those raids by
our sappers, the raid on ine ¥etropole Hotel on the night of 4 December, in wnich
200 Americans were xilled, caused the greatest repercussions of all.

The continuous attacks by cur soldiers and people durlng the fall and winter of
1975, including the victories at Van Tuong, Play Me, Dat Cuoc, Bau Bang, Tau
tieng, Dong Duong,etc., the bold attacks of our sappers on the very lairs of the
U.3. troops, and our strong activities in the U.S5.-annihilating zones at Cu Chi,
~al Thieu, Ben Cat, Chu Lail, Da Nang, and An Khe, inflicted heavy defeats on the
U.3. troops. They cockily jumped into the South with 200,000 troops but were
unable to transform the situation, prevent the decline of the puppet army and
administration, or avold the bankruptcy of the plan to herd people into "strate-
gic hamlets." Indeed, it was they who were bogged down on the vast battlefield
of people's war, were attacked everywhere, and were attacked in many ways they
could not forsee,

December 196§= The Party Central Committee holds its 12th Plenum.

After the 1llth Plenum of the Party Central Commitiee in May 1965 the situation in
the South changed very rapidly. Faced with the collapse of 1ts "speclal war,”

the U.S. obstinately sent U.S. expeditlonary troops and vassal troops to the
South. By September 1965 the number of U.S. and vassal troops in the South had
risen to 200,000, not counting 7C,000 U.S, naval and air force personnel at the
J.3. bases in Guam, the Philippines, and Thalland and with the 7th Fleet, who also
participateddirsctly in the fighting in Vietnam. The U.S5. war of aggression
became a limited war.

In view of that situation, the Politlcal Bureau of the Party Central Committee met
in September 1965 and issued a resolution regarding the major, urgent problems
in order to lad the resistance war of our people in the South.

By the end of 1965, despite continuous defeats and heavy losses the U.3. imperial-
ists, because of their exiremely obstinate nature, were continuing to promote and
expand their limited war in the South and escalate their attacks against the
north.

In December 1965 the Party Central Committee held its 12th Plenum to determine
missions, policies, and slogans that were appropriate tc the new situation, and
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~n morilize the entire nation to resolutely defeat the war of aggression of the
imperialists.
T Flenum uranimously approved the 3eptember 1965 resolution of the Political
Jurrau wnils aiso, on the Tasis of the actual events of the half-year test-of-
strminEth vetweon our oiiiers and people and the U.3. froops, profcundly analyzed

“o~ sltuation and rsacm2d new,extremely important conclusions.

vy

Tww principal characteristic was that although the U.3. nad sent in troops to
ilrectly commit agsression in our country, their objective was still to "continue
L0 carry out a neocolonial policy,"” and the basic nature of the U.5. w&8 in the
Jouth was still that of a "new-style” colonial war of aggression in which the U.S.
imperialists were "using two forces: the U.3. expeditionary army and the forces
of tne puppet army and administration.”" "In the past the war was limited to the
spnera of the Soutn, but now tne U.S. is both concentrating lts forces on the
secutnern battlefield and expanding the war of aggression waged by its air force
in the North of our country, thus creating the situation of the entire mation be-
ing at war with the U.3S., to different degrees."

Due to the important position of South Vietnam and the extremely barbarous,
aggressive nature of the U.3. imperialists, in the future they may increase the
number of U.S. troops in the South to between 300,000 and 400,000 and intensify
their attacks against the North, but their present plot was to "endeavor to expand
their attacks in order to annihilate our forces, especially our concentrated armed
forces; maintain and consolidate, the important strategic positlons, or occupy new
ones, then on that basis carry out selective 'pacification', attack the liberated
areas, control the masses, retake some of the areas that were lost, and take all
steps to stop the aid from the North, and surround and isolate the southern bat-
tlefield, while alsc stepping up the war of aggresslon against the North of our
countiry. They want to gradually regain the initiative and create a position of
strength in order to force us to negotiate in accordance with condltions ad -
vantageous to them, while also preparing bases so that, when necessary, they can
rrolong and expand the war of aggression.”

Tne U.S. imperialists had the strongest economlc and military potentlal in the

imperialist camp. They had a large army, strong flrepower, rapld mobllity, and
pases at a number of important strategic positions, but had many weaknesses, the
most basic of whicn had always been political.

——————

The carrying out of a passive, unjust war prevented tne U.3. from using all of
their economic and military strength. The will to fight of the U.3. soldiers was
very weak. The U.S. strategy wavered between offense and defense, between helding
land and moving around. Its rear area was far away and supply was difficult, and
the fighting was not appropriate to the training, organisation, and equipment of
the U.3. forces, who were forced to fight in the way dictated hy the oppesition.

For our part, the Party Central Committee affirmed that "Under the wise leadership
of our Party, our people have created forces that are great in all respects and
are now in a favorable situation.” That evaluation was based on an all-round,
profound analysls of the development of the revolutlon 1n both the 5South and the
North. .

84



k-1

ccuniry Zained ine lncreasingly positive support and stirong assistar
soeiallst camp, the nationalist countrles, and the peace-loving peortlie, includingz
ne U, 5. people.

e World, the Just shrusgle of the Vietnamese people in both parts of cur

Pl

vrnotne basis of that aralysis, the Party Central Committee reached tne followingz
conclusicn: "Even 1 the J.Z2. imperialists send hundreds of thousandsz of =2xpedi-
tiorary troops, -2 comparison of forces Beteen curselves and the 2nemy will ot

appreciably crangs."

™erefore, the revelution in the Scuth "must maintain and develop 14is offensiv
ctratesgic ctatus,” and even if the war becomes increasingly arduous and fisrce,
vur pecple nave a firm vasis on which to maintain the initiative on ihe battle-
field, with surficlent forces and capabllities with which to defeat the enemy's
chort-range and long-range plots.

Me rarty Central Committes set forth the missicon of "Meobllizing the entire nation
o resclutely defeat the war of aggression of the U.3. imperialists under any
circumstances in order to defend the North, lliberate the South, and complete the
people's demeocratic natlonal revolution throughout the country." "The present
miszsion of opposing the U.3. for maticnal salvation is clearly a sacred mission of
cur ration and our people in both the South and the North."

On the basis of the above directions and missions, the Central Committee sei forth
the following slogan: "Zndeavor to limlt the enemy's war and defeat the enemy

in that limited war, inflict heavy casualties on them, and force them to become
bogged down and heavily defeated. If that 1s done we are certain to win a deci-
sive victory in the Soutn.”

Qur strategic motto was to fight a protracted war and rely principally on our own
strength, while also, on the basis of waging a protracted war, going all-out to
highly concentrate the forces of both regions in order to take advantage of the
opportunity in order %o win a decisive victory on the southern battlefield in a
relatively short period of time. At the same time, Wwe still had to prepare to
defeat the enemy in the event that the war was prolonged and was extended to the
entire natlon. We also had to try to win international sympathy, support, and
aid, a factor which would contribute decisively to our people's victory. There- .
fore, we had to carry out a diplomatic struggle.

Regarding the struggle motto, the resolutlon affirmed that it was necessary to
combine persistent military struggle with political struggle, and make full use
of the attack columns.

The Party Central Committee made the followlng appeal: "We are waglng the greatest
patriotic war in the history of our country, a Trevolutionary war to liberate the
nation, defend and build soclalism, and contribute to the struggle of the world's
people for peace, national independence, and soclalism, Therefore, in the present
zloricus phase of the history of the homeland we must "have a strong flghting
spirit, extraordinary courage, a hercic spirit, and determination to move move
mountains and fill in the seas, overcome all obstacles, fulfill all missions, and
defeat all enemles.”
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The resolution of the 12th Plenum of the Central Committee was a very important
.istorical document with rezard to theory as well as practlce in our people's
revolutionary struggle asainst the U.3. imperiallsts. Wish an absolute revolu-
“icnary spirit, our Farty vary scientifically evaluated the comparison of forcss
cetween ourseives a:d the eneny, correctly evaluated the weaknesses of the U.S.
imperialists, 2vern wnen tney were escalating the war and clamorously sending
rreceps Lo the 3outin, resolutely set forin an oifensive strategy, and affirmed that
our people could defeat, and nhad a way of defeating, fe U.3. imperialists, the
lzader of world imperialism.

Cweaxing at a conference of cadres studying tne Resoluticn of the 12th Plenum of
the Tarty Central Commiitee, comrade Le Duan evaluated 1t as belng "a historic
resolution. It manifests in a concentrated manner our people's spirit of several
thousand years' standing. It crystallizes the resolute will, intelligence, and
gcreat creativity of our people in tne present phase, and wWill leave behind for
our pesterity thousands of years hence one of the most glorious pages of history.

1266
3 to 15 January: The Asian, African, and Latin American People's Solldarity Con-

ference supporis the struggle of the Vietnamese people agalnst
the U.3., imperialist aggressors.

In order to afflrm their resolute support for the just stand and lron determina-
tion of our people and promote the enterprise of resistance tc the U.S. for na-~
tional salvation, the Asian, African, and Latin American People's Scollidarity Con-
ference met at Havana, the capital of Cuba, a free land in the Western Hemlsphere
and the leading flag of the anti-imperialist revolutlonary movement in that
demlsphere.

The Conference regarded solidarity with Vietnam and "defending the Jjust enterprise
of the Vietnamese people as the central missions of the revolutlonary struggle of
the Asian, Afrlcan, and latin American peoples.”

It unanimously observed that "The struggle of the Vietnamese people itself dlrect-
ly supports and contributes strongly to the national liberation movements of

the people of the countries of the three contiments, and is at the same time a
brilliant example which strongly inspires all of progressive mankind."

The Asian, African, amd Latin American People's Solidarity Conference's support
for the Vietnamese people had the great significance of signifying the actual
formation of a front of the people of the three contlnents against U.S. led im-
perialism, and war a lively manifestation of the solidarity of the people of the
three continents with the Vietnamese people, and a precious source of inspiration
for our people.

It was also a vitory of our Party's correct intermational line, which won the

sympathy and support of the peace-loving, justice-loving people of the world for
cur pecple's just struggle agalnst the U.S. imperlallst aggressors.
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Yarch to Yay - o:  Ine geople of <ne cltles of Da Mang and fue oppose Thnleu and
Ky (ine dissident movement}.

[ Varsn 1360, on the occazlon of tne pelitical crisls caused ty the contradictiorn

24 dismizsed ne I Corps commander, Nguyen Chann Thilj, a sirong struz-

tetweon tne lackeys in Military Reglon 1 and the central puppet admindsirazic:n
Thieu-Hy ‘

sls oftne woTle 1n e citles began in Da Yang and Hue and rapidily spread =o many
shiner cities in in= loutnh, such as GQuang Tri, Hol An, suang Ygal, wuy Lnon, ani

aison. It laated 76 days and included suen animated forms as ralli=s, demonsira-
tions, workers' strikes, merchants' strikes, and students' strikes.

Tnieu and £y souznt all ways to threaten, soothe, and deceive, but rone of <nose
-hings worked, so ultimately they had to send six battalions of tne "Cragy 3uf-
faio" Yarine force bullies to Da Nang and Hue to suppress the p=ople.

The deep-rooted reason rfor the movement was the continuous victories of our sold-
iers and people, beginning from the time when the U.3. troops first set footu in
Vietnam, whicnh inspired the patriotism of the urban people. The U.S. troops
flooding into the South upset the living standards of <the various sirata of
peoplr, especially in the cities. Racial discrimination, the soclal evilis, and
pol.oning by decadent culture caused the contradictions between the patriotic
people on the one nand and tne U.S. imperlalists and their lackeys on the cther
hand to become deeper, and the contradictions among the lackeys to become more
fierce.

The formation and development of the movement exacerbated the contradlctlon within
the rulers of the puppet army and administration, and became a struggle against
the U.3. imperialist aggressors and the traitorous lackeys, as well as a source
of strength with which the people could openly attack the aggressive colonial
policy of the U.S. and the traltorous activities of the Thieu-Ky clique.

Militarily, McNamara, the U.S. Secretary of Defense, had to admit that the strug-
gle movement of the people in the southern citles during that perlod weakened
thelr war efforts by from 50 to 70 percent.

Although the U.S. imperialists and the Thieu-Ky clique were able to extingulsh the
novement, that event gave rise to the capability to the capabllity to form a
worker-peasant-soldier united front and a worker-peasant-intellectual united front
to oppose the U.S. imperialists and thelr lackeys, and created a form of mass
uprising in the cities against their neocolonial policy.

Referring to that matter, in a letter to the comrades 1in Saigon-Gla Dinh dated i
July 1967 comrade Le Duan observed that "The uprising of the people of Da Nang
against the Thieu-Ky clique from March to May 1966, although not ending in
victory, taught us a useful lesson about taking advantage of the eremy's internal
contradictions. We did not take the initiative in inciting the masses to arise,
because we knew how to take advantage of the opposition and conflicts within tne
ranks of the enemy, exacerbate their contradictions 1ln order to rally the mass
forces, and take over the right to lead and mobilize mass struggle, although the
Party's forces were few in numbers and its bases in the clty were still weak. DBut
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L..onaate wWe ware not yet aple ~o fully concentrate our leadersnip forces, we lost
arn opportunity to win an evea sreater victory.”

e 1965-1566 Winter-3pring victory breaks up <ae
first U.3. strategic counterattack.

Und of 1965 fo April I eé:

At the end of 1565, oy wnich time they nad increased the number of troops on the
souzrern bastlefizld to 720,000 {inciuding 180,000 Ameriecans and 20,000 3South
oreans), with 13 infantry divisions, S infantry regiments, and 30 infantry bat-
ralions (including & U.3. divisions and a U.3. regiment, ard 10 Zouin 3Sorean
“attalions), and more than 2,000 aircraft (including 500 combat alrcraft), the
U.J. imperialists btegan to carry out their first strategic counterattack. Itis
ovlective was to defeat our main-force units, which would, they toasted, "break
the backbone of the Viet Cong," and ic bolster the lackey puppet administration.
The U.3. and its puppets made feverish preparations beginning at the end of 1965,
but the campaign did rot actually begin until January 1966. They focused on two
Drincipal strategic areas: tne lowlands of Military Region 5 and eastern Nam Bo.
By the end of April 1966 they nad to end the counteroffensive because of large
losses,

The U.S. and its puppets launched 450 large and small operatlons, and there were
large-scale battles in whlch they used between 3 and 21 bvattalions against our
maln-force unlts.

The enemy wanted to concentrate its counteroffensive forces in order to win the
initiative and annlhilate our main-force units, but we caused them to put up a
passive resistance, to disperse, and to resume the defensive agalnst our attacks.
By means of many different operational forms we continually attacked the enemy.

We won major victories in some of the battles, such as the two battles against
sweeping operations in Cu Chi (Gia Dinh), from 9 to 19 January and from 23 January
t0 5 February 1966, during which we annihilated 2,637 of the enemy (including
2,371 Americans) and shot down or destroyed nearly 100 airplanes; the battle of
Pru Yen from 19 January to 10 February 1966; the anti-sweeping operation in
rorthern Binh Dinh between 28 January and 7 March 1966, in which we annihilated
9,116 of the enemy (including 5,160 Americans and 1,255 South Xorean soldiers) and
shot down 374 airplanes, the surprise-attack at Nha Do-Bong Trang in Thu Dau Mot
on 24 February 1966, in which during a few hours of fighting we wiped out two U.S.
infantry battalions and two armored perscnnel carrier battalions totalling 2,500
Americans ard destroyed more than 40 tanks and M113's; and the Dong Giap battle

in Quang Nam on 4 and 5 March 1966, durlng which the fighting lasted 40 stralght
hours and we wiped out 2 U.S. Marine battallons and 4 Marine compantes, and shot
down 25 alrplanes. Those were resounding feats of arms of our people's armed
forces, combined with the direct pollitical struggle of the masses.

In addition to defeating the enemy's operations, our people's armed forces shelled
and raided airfields {Chu Lai, Tan Son Nhat, and Pnhu Loi), U.S.-puppet bases (the
riad on the Victoria Hotel on 1 April 1966 killed 200 U.S. offlcers), ete., and
inflicted heavy losses on thelr aircraft, POL and supply depots, and high-class
MAnpower.

88



S el Wers oz luricg the 1965-1366 dry season, TATYOUZNOUT the louss cour
‘olilers and people xrocks: out of actlon 104,300 of ‘ne enemy (includinz 2y 550
americans and 3,900 Couth Horeans), including ¥ infantry btattalions 1. U.3.
vattalions and 20 puppet battalions), & mechanized ‘btaitalions (3 J.3. bna“-aliors
and A puppes b§ttalion§. ard 178 miscellaneous infaniry compasies [ircluding 22

.. companiest,

de shot down or izatroyea 1,430 airplares, and destroyed 600 tanks and arnorei
venicles, 1,313 trucks, 30 artillery pleces, and 27 ships.

vonrade Truong Jon wrote atot the significance of the 1365-1966 dry zsasorn
victery: "The very great sigrnificance of that great victory was trat we defeated
the U.J. limited war from the very beginning. The soldiers and people of +he
Jouth ot only c ontinued to defeat and rout the puppet troops but also defeaisd
“he U.5. expediticnary army, one of the most powerful and modern of the capitalist
world. We won both a political victory and a military victory, but essentially
our victory was a military one. The very important significance of the dry season
victory was tnat it once asain demonstrated ithat our political line defeated, and
will completely defeat, the neocolonial aggression policy of the U.3., and that
our military line, strategy, and tactics defeated, and will completely defeat,

the U.3, limited war stirategy and tactics. Our people's war, with its many
superior reatures, proved to be peerless; our heroic people and herolc army are
capable, completely capable, of defeating the enemy's limited war and of wirning
victory, although we must overceme many difficulties and hardships because they
must fight more flercely."*

April to June 1966: Formation of the Tri-Thien Military Region and the setting up
of the Route 9-Northern Quang Tri front.

After the victory of the 1965-19%54 dry season, the Political Bureau of the Party
Central Committee observed that although the movement in Tri-Thien had been able
to win a number of victories, but they were only inltial victorles and in compari-
son to the developmental momentum of the cover-all southern battlefield it had
developed slowly although the enemy were weaker than on the other battlefields and
our armed forces and corps of cadres were relatively strong.

The Political Bureau realized that in order to advance the revolutionary movement
in Tri~Thien strongly and stably, the most fundamental matter was that we conti-
nue to step-up our attacks against the enemy and properly apply the slogans of
the revolutlionary struggle in tne South, determine the forms of military attacks
against the enemy, and create rich new forms of political struggle that were
appropriate to t: specific circumstances of Tri Thien.

With regard to organization, in April 1966 the Political Bureau decided to form
the Tri-Thien Zone and Military Reglon. The Trl Thien Zone Partiy Committee was
placed under the direct leadership of the Party Central Committee and the Tri-
Thien Military Region Party Committee was placed under the direct leadership of

* The journal QUAN DOI NHAN DAN, May 1966.
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wo: Jone Farty Commitiee, but at the same time wWas responsible for reporting to
a:d requesting Instructions from the Military Commission of tne Party Central
Commlttes Wwith rezard to all tasks.

— n -

Tue Tormation of tnc Tri-Thisn Zone had an ilmportant strategic significance and
was lntended to Manninilate. or ilsintegrate mest of tne puppet trocps, annihilate
tart of the U.3. =reooog ... and prepare pollitical forces and armed forces in the
cifi=s to serve tne zeneral offensive, general uprising plan when conditions are
ripe,” “... cut tne 2nemy's zirategic lines of communicaticn, bulld our own
corridor road, win a great victory in all regards, ereate a new situation on tne
Tri-T=i=2n battlefield, ard coordinate well with the other battlelields urder all
circumstances (even the circumstance of the U.3. imperialists expanding the

tand war to central and southern Laos)." {Resoluticn cof the Standing Committee
of tne Military Commission cof the Party Central Committee regarding the missions
of tne Tri-Thien battlefield, April 1966).

Tn June 1966 the Military Comnmission decided to set up the Route 9-Northern Quang
Tri Front. At first, a aumber of main-force units of Military Reglon 4 were
brougnt in to create a new offensive strateglc area in a place where the enemy
were weak., That front forced the enemy to disperse theilr forces into the jungle
to come to gZrips with strong main-force units of the North, thus creating condi-
tions for the other battlefields -- especially the Tri-Thien lowlands -- to be
active, and stopping the enemy's plot to expand the land war to the North,
especially Military Region 4.

Our *taking the offensive on the Tri-Thien battlefield took the U.S. imperialists
completely by surprise. They had to undo their entire strateglc deployment. Two
U.3. Marine divisions brought in to "pacify"” the Mekong Delta had to be sent to
the jungle-and-mountains area. Thus they wanted to concentrate forces ato attack
us in Nam Bo but had *to disperse them to assume the defensive in order to cope
#1ith northern main-force units. The guerrilla warfare movement in Tri-Thien also
advanced strongly, wnich caused the enemy, who were already passive, to become
aven more confused and passive.

Between June and September 1966, our armed forces on tha*t front xnocked out of
action 8,700 of the enemy (including 3,000 Americans), liberated 40C villages and
400,000 people, and defeated many enemy sweeping operations, the largest of which
were Operation Hatten in Cam Lo, with 10,000 U.S. and puppet troops (15 to 26 July
1966, and Operation Prairie, in western Do Linh, conducted by seven U.5. Marine
battalions (15 to 20 September 1966). We killed nearly 3,000 of the enemy in
those two operatlons.

The opening of the Route §-Northern Quang Tri Front was a very correct policy --
a strategic victory -- of the Party. It was a new contribution of the North to
the enhancement of our offensive posture which upset the enemy's strategic
posture on the southern battlefield and served to stop the plot of the U.S. im-
perialists to expand the land war to the North. It clearly expressed the iron
will of our soldiers and people, who were determined to fight until they won final
victory.
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i Minn signs a limited mobilization decree ard ‘zsues

e D

opulation to resist the U.3. for natioral salvation.

Suiy lvmey Tresides- g

inoappeal for the eniire p

~noview of the fact that the U.3. imperialists were recklessly and obstina<sly
‘kranding thelr War of asggression in the South ard carrying out rew, exiremely
s2rious escalation steps oy eXpanding their war of destruction in the Nor+h oy
atmacking Hanol and the port city of Hai Phong, in view of the life-or-dea:n
cituatlion of e comsland, and in order to manifest determiration <o deceat =ne
V.. agEressors, at the veginning of July 1966 our country's 3uprenme Jefenze Jour-
cil met under the chairmanship of President Ho Chi Mirn, Ther, on the bvasis orf
‘a2 resolution of the Standing Committee of the National Aszsembly, ZPresident Zg
;11 Minn made public a limiied mobilization law ‘o "robllize some of the reserve
orrficers, noncommissioned officers, and enlisted men and some of the citizens in

1 reserve status who have not yet served on active duty," in order to strengthen
our national defense forces and promote the just nation-salvation political strug-
zle of our people.

17 July 1966 President Ho Chi Minn appealed for the entire population to oppose
U.5. for ratlonal salvation and to be determined <o defeat the U.S. aggres-
ors. He pointed out that "Johnson and his "clique must understand that even if
ney send 500,000, 1 million, or even more troops ln order to step up their war
aggression in South Vietnam, and even if they use thousands of ariplanes

and intensify thelr attacks against the North, they cannot weaken the herocic Viet-
namese people's iron will and determination to oppose the U.S5. for mational salva-
tion., The more truculent they are the greater their crimes will be. The war may
last 5, 10, 20 years or even longer. Hanol, Hail Phong, and a number of enter-
prises may be devastated. But the people of Vietnam are not afraid! Nothing is
rore precious than independence and freedom. After we are victorious the Viet
nanmese people will rebuild our country so that it 1s even better and more beauti-
ful .... For the independence of the homeland, and for the sake of our obligation
toward the countries which are opposing the U.S. imperialists, our entire army
and entire population must unite as one, not fear sacrifice or hardship, and

flght resolutely until total victory is won."
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The state's limited mobilization law and the appeal of President Ho Chi Minh
manifested the iron will of the people of our entire nation, who concentrated all
of thelir strength to defeat the enemy aggressors, liberate the South, defend the
North, and advance to national unification, for the independence and freedom of
the nation.

"Nothing 1s more precious than indpendence and freedom."” Those historic words
were a magnificent iruth which strongly inspired the patriotisn, revelutionary
spirit, and hatred for the enemy of our soldlers and people in both the South and
the North, and impelled everyone to rush forward to attack the U.S. AgEressors,
The words of President Ho Chi Minh directly Inspired our pecple to defeat the
second stirategic countercffensive, the largest counteroffensive of the U.S im-
perialists in their war of aggression in the South of our country.

October and November 1966: The Pollitical Bureau and the Military Commission of
the Party Central Commitiee decides upon six strategic operatiomal
modes in the war against the U.S. imperiallst aggressors.
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nrlenenting the splrit of the resolution of the 12th Plenum of the Party Central
lommittee, Ln February 1966 tn2 Military Commisslon of the Farty Central Commit-
» o2t _Zorth six sirate egic coperational modes, wnion were tested on tne southern
battlerisids in_the summer azd rall of 1966. In Octooer and Novembex 1966 those
ix modes were folcléL;J appr“ved by the rolitical 3Bureau of tne Farty Central

Sormnittes.,

T contents of those strategic operatioral modes were as follows:

1. Jteppinz up tne operational activities of the concentrated units, launching
medium and large campaigns, and advancing to fighting battles of strategic im-
portance in order to take advantage of our military superlority 1n some areas,
anrihilate U.3. battalions and origades, and wipe out puppet regiments. Campalgns
ceuld occur in the forms of attack or counterattack.

2. 3tepping up guerrilla warfare to a high level, anninilating small parts of the
eneny's manpower, wearing down and dispersing the enemy, smashlng the sweeping
operations, defeating the "pacification" scheme, protecting the lives and property
of the people, and threatening the cities and the important enemy bases.

3. Attacking the enemy's rear-services bases, depots, alrfields, ports, and
neadgquarters organs.

L, Completely blocking the enemy's important water and land routes, creating a
status of interdiction, surrounding the enemy, forcing the enemy to take the
defensive in each area, on each battlefield, and in each clity, and weaken their
ability to send reinforcements.

5. 3iepping up military activitles in the city, in the forms of small operations
combined with political struggzle or large operations combined with offenslves and
uprisings.

5. Carrying out combat operatlons combined with military revolts, and carrying
out military proselyting and puppet proselyting, especially puppet proselyting,
on a strategic scale, thus creating conditions for bringing about disintegration,
dissidence, and military revolts.

The six strategic operational modes were contents of the offenslve strategy and
manifested positiveness, initiative, and resolute, continuous attacks to annihi-
late the enemy troops and maintain and expand our mastery in all places and at all
times, by means of appropriate forces and operational forms. Those modes were
corbined with one another on a strategic scale throughout the South and on each
battlefield of the liberation war in order to attain the strategic objectives and
advance to the carrylng out of a general offensive and general uprising.

1967

23 to 26 January: The Party Central Committee holds its 13th Plenum and 1lssues a
Resolution on stepping up the diplomatlc struggle
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Jecauce of tne contlinucus del2ats of the eneny our Pariy adopted the policy of
launching a diplomatic offensive to accompany the military and politiCal offen-
‘Lvhy, in order to more strongly comdemn the barbarous crimes of the U.3, azgres-
cors, oxpose thelr bosgus peace intiatlives, emphasize our just cause, lnevi<able
i¢wory, and reasonable stards (the four points of the Government of the Derorra-
=ic Hepuvlic of Vietram and the five points of tne National Literation “ront of
Jodtn Yietramt, asd Win the stronger sympathy and support of the people of trne
frat2rrnal sociali::i na=ions, of the lnternational communists' and workers' move-
mernt, of the naticral liberation movement, and of the peace-loving and justice-
loving people orthe world, including the American people.

In January 1987 the 13th Plsnum of the Farty Central Committee met to discuss that

L

ma.ter.

Tne conference observed that the implementation of the 1llth and 12th plenums of
she rarty Central Committee had resulted 1n great victories in all regards. On
the international front the struggle movement of the world's people against the
U.3. war of azgression and in support of our people's just struggle became in-
creasingly widespread and increasingly stronger. Our diplomatic struggle attalned
initial results.

Jur Farty's policy was te "On the basls of fully grasplng the motto of protracted
war, moblllze and concentrate the forces of the entire nation, make all-out

efforts, smash the enemy's plots, and win a decisive victory in a relatively short
pericd oftime, while also making positive preparations to defeat the enemy in the
event that the war is prolonged or expanded throughout the nation.”

In order to carry out our strategic decision, on the basis of continuing to builld
on the victories that had been won we had to step up the mllitary struggle and tne
polltical struggle in the South, whille also launching a diplomatic offensive, and
combining those forms of struggle tow in even greater victories.

In our people's anti-U.S. resistance war for national salvatlon, the military
struggle and the political struggle, the principal factors which determined
victory on the battlefield, served as the basis for victory on the diplomatic
front. We could only win at the conference table what we had already won on the
battlefield. However, the diplomatic struggle could not merely refiect the strug-
zle on the battlefield. In the intermational sltuation at that time, and in view
of the nature of the war between ocurselves and the enemy, the diplomatic struggie
played an important, positive, and active role,

Attacking the enemy diplomatically at that time was well-timed because we had been
and were defeating the enemy, and our posltion was a positlon of strength.

The resolution also defined the motto of our diplomatlic struggle as expleiting our
strengths and victories, taking the lnltiative in attacking the enemy, and main-
taining our independence while cooperatling closely wlth the fratermal nations.

On the basis of resolutely defending our independence, sovereignty, unity, and
territorial integrity, 1t was necessary to implement our diplomatlc strategy
flexibly and cleverly.
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For the immediate future we nad to concentrate on the slogzan of demanding tnat
<2 0.3, unconditicrnally and permanently end its bombing of, and all cther acts
20 war agalnst, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. Only thern could we begin +o

rerticipate in officlal talks with the U.S.

The Hesolution of itz 13in Plenum of the Party Central Committee once agaln demon-
strated <the skilled, wise, all-round leadership of our Party. It appeared at an
opportune time and clearly and accurately defined the significance, objectives,
missicns, slogans, and strategy of our diplomatic struggle and served as the
compass ror all diplematic activities. OQur close combination of the military
strugzgie, the political struggle, and the diplomatic struggle exacerbated the

contradictions between the U.5. and the other imperialist countries, created
division within the ranks of the U.5. rulers, weakened the morale of the U.S,,
puppet, and vassal troops, won additional internatlional support for our struggle
zoals, exposed the cbstinacy of the U.S. imperialists, and contributed to the
convenlng of the Paris Conference on Vietnam and the ultimate victory of that
Ceonference.,

12 March: The sapper combat arm makes the date of Presldent Ho Chl Minh's visit
its tradition day.

Fully understanding the Party's military line and carrylng on and developing cur
brave, rescurceful fighting methods +the sappers, who were formed into independent
sapper teams and units during the anti-French resistance war, rapldly came of age
and achieved outstanding feats of arms from the very first days of the antl-U.S.
resistance war for national salvation.

When our Party adopted the slx strategic operational modes the sappers were of-
ficially recognized as a combat arm of the Vietnam People's Army.

On 19 March 1967 President Ho Chi Minh visited the sapper combat arm. He watched
a unit practice tactics ard combat techniques and gave very baslc instructions
regcarding the combat arm's development and combat. That date, 19 March 1967, is
regarded as the sapper combat arm's tradition day.

In the anti-U.S. resistance war for natlonal salvation the sappers grew rapidly,
operated on all battlefields, and became a speclal, elite combat arm with very
brave, creative, resourceful, and unique fighting methods. They used the small to
defeat the large and few to defeat many; the more the fought the stronger they
became, and the more they fought the more victorious they were. They developed
the sapper art to a very high level in the military art of our army and our
people,

The sappers participated in killing tyrants and ellminatlng sples, attacked the
enemy's "pacification,” defended the local political and armed bases, effectively
supported the guerrilla warfare movement and political struggle of the masses,
attacked the enemy's headquarters organs military bases, depots, airfilelds, ports,
key roads, etc., annihilated an impertant part of the enemy's manpower, and
participated in the cffensive and counteroffensive campaligns of the maln-force
troops. At times serving as the sharp spearheads of coordinated-combat arms
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Jormacions and at tlmes carrying out lndependent campalgns, they achizved many
slorious feats cof arms.

Tie2 sappers fougnt fens of thousands of large and small batiles, anninilazed ~cre

than 30,500 of the enemy (in cludlng tens of thousands of Americans, wvassals, oi-

lots, ard technical personnel); wiped out 9 division command posts and 17 or éade
regimenzas command posis; wiped out 10 enemy battalions and 100 companies;

d2siroyed more tnan o, 200 aircraft of the various xinds, 1,500 artillery pieces,
30 missile launcners, nearly 9,000 military vehicles (including 1,300 zarks arnd
armored venicles), 2,7 million tons of bombs and ammunition, and more tharn &00
miliion liters of :zasoline; surk or damaged more than 400 ships and combat boats;
olew up more than 100 buildings, ranging from three to seven storles, occupied
by U.5., puppet, and vassal officers; and destrecyed hundreds of bridges.

During the spring of 1978 the =appers, coordinating closely with our soldiers and
pzople in the 3outh, carried out simultanecus surprise attacks on 64 municipaliiies
and large cities in the South; along with the other units and the people +took the
city of Hue and held it for a long time; took dozens of the most important stra-
tesic objectives in Saigon, such as the U.S. Embassy, the Fresidential Palace, the
puppet General Staff, the radic station, etc.; and contributed to, along witn the
entire army and the entire population, striking a decisive blow against the "limit-
ed war" strategy and upsetiing the U.S.-puppet strategic position.

Between 1969 and 1974 the sappers overcame many difficulties; resolutely held their
ground on the battlefields, especlially in the municipalities and large cities; built
infrastructures in the cities and in the outsklris, attacked many enemy regiments
and divisions, depots, airfields, subsectors, and distrlect capltals; contributed
to, along with the entire army and the entire populaticn, defeating the U.5. imper-
ialicis' strategy of "Vietnamizing the war"; and deservingly punlshed the enemy for
viclating the Paris Agreements.

During the victorious General Offensive and Uprising of the spring of 1975, all of
the main-force sappers, local sappers, rear-area sappers, rangers, and frogmen
participated in the fighting from the very first minutes tc total victory, par-
ticipated in the large-scale battiles of the regular troops, took many ilmportant
bridges and staging areas, outstandingly fulfilled the missions asslgned them,
supported the strong, rapld assaults of the corps which penetrated deeply, anni-
hilated the enemy in the municipallties and large clties, and coordinated wilth the
navy and infantry in llberating a number of islands of the homeland.

In the course of combat and development, the sappers held high the glorious tra-
dition of an elite, special combat arm which was "absolutely hercic, resourceful
and bold, and fought effectively and won big victories.”

The National Assembly and the Government presented awards to the sapper combat

arm on 3 June 1976. Forty-two units and 58 cadres and men in the combat arm were
awarded the glorious designation "Hero of the People's Armed Forces.”
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Cniober 1065 to April 1967: The 1966-1967 winter-spring victory smashes the
2nemy's second strategic counteroffensive.

Artar tney wers neavily dersated during the 1965-1G67 dry seasen and suffered

o reavy defeat afier anoin:r ln botn parts of our . untry during ine 1666 rainy
ason, tne J.3. imreriallscs continued to be obstinate and subjective, and still
~.oped for a milizary soiution on the battlsfield. Therefore, during the 1966-1967
iry season, after tney increased thelr trocp strength and stepped up their attacks
asainst the North, they launcred a new, even larger counteroffensive. The basic
~trategic objectives of that counteroffensive wers similar to those of the first
strategic counteroffensive, but it was carried out in differert ways. This time,
sne U.3. was very nopeful of winning important "search and destroy" and “"pacifi-
cation” victories in order to bring about a turning peint and win a decisive vie-
tory in a short period of time.

Juring the 1966-1967 winter-spring period tne U.5. and the puppets had a very large
“arce totalling 983,000 men (389,000 Americans and 52,000 vassals), with 9 divis-
ions, 9 regiments, and 20 battalions (6 U.S. divisions, 3 U.S. regiments, 2 puppet
divisions, and 2 puppet regiments), 3 702 airplanss, 2,676 tanks and armored
vehicles, and 1,805 artillery pieces.

During that second counteroifensive the enemy launched 895 large and small oper-
ations (31 percent were attacks on our base areas to annihilate our main-force
units, 41 percent were sweeping operations in support of "paclfication,” and 25
percent were siege-relieving and defensive 1n nature), which were concentrated in
eastern Nam Bo. There were three key battles:

In Cperation Attleboro, three brigades were used to attack the Duong Minh Chau
«ar zone between the beginning of November 1966 and 24 November 1966.

Cperation Cedar Falls, which involved three U.3. brigades and three puppet bri-
cades (18 battalions), was carried out in the Trang Bang-3en Suc-Cu Chi "Iron
Triangle" area from 8 January to 26 January 1967.

Cperation Junction City, the largest operation carried out in any one area during
the war, was carried out in the Duong Minh Chau war zone between February 1967 and
15 April 1967 with a force made up of seven U.3. brigades and two puppet brigades
(26 tattalions), witn the objectives of wiplng out our neadquarters organs, anni-
hilating our main-force units, destroying our stockpiles, encroaching on, dividing,
and destroying our base area, and blockading the border.

Having sained momentum from thelr victories during the previcus dry season and
rainy season, our soldlers and people in the South, taking the initiative and
making outstanding efforts, lauched one attack after another agalnst the enemy in
all places.

At the beginning of the dry season in the MekongDelta , on 18 October 1966, we
attacked Go Quao in Rach Gia; on 15 January 1967 we smashed Operation Deckhouse 5
carried out by the U.S. and its puppets in Thanh Phu (Ben Tre); in the Central
Highlands we launched the Sa Thay 1 operation (18 Cctober to 6 December 1966),
after which we attacked the enemy continuously in three provinces but contlnued
to concentrate on the Sa Thay River; in Interzone 5 we launched a spring offenslve
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i cor-ror wuans sal fron 28 January to b Marcn 1267 and many othsr actioA

. A . : iy . X
C -, on 9 December 1566 our Lroops «iped oUY the An Lo 3tronz-
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cyclosy and in Tri-Tnis
roint in Thua Thien, then attacked *the enemy at An Cuu, Gle Linn, Za vang, and
Tu Ha.  On 20 Yarcn 1667, for tne first time we used neavy artillery ia Vimn Lins
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te onell tne U5, bases at Jon Tien and Joc Mieu, killing many Americans and 1=

troying many war facilitizs, )

“eanwnile, In S0 <2y area of tne U.3. counteroffensive all tnree of

operations wWere broken up, iancluding Cperation Junction City, to

asiorn carried out by U.3. troops during that countercrfensive. Cn a batile d

only 400 sguare Xilometers in area they concentrated a force of 40,000 <o 355,000
p

of winning a decisive victory. But they suffered their greatest defeat (nearly
14,000 of the enemy, most cof them Americans, were killed, 167 airplanes were snot
down or destroyed, and more than 1,000 military venicles, including more <thar 300
tanks and armored vehicles, and 90 artillery pieces, were destroyed).

In addition to fighting the enemy cn the outer perimeter, the revolutionary armed
forces in the South ocontinually attacked the enemy's headquarters organs, such

as the attack on the Long Binh depot, the artillery shelling of = U.S.-puppet
military parade in the middle of Saigon, the attacks on the enemy bases at Soc
Trang, Can Tho, and Vinh Long, and the raids on the Tan Son Nhat, Play Cu, and

Da Nang airfields.

The results were that during the 1966-1967 dry season we knocked out of action
151,000 of the enemy {including 68,200 Americans and 5,540 vassals), wiped out 22
infantry battalions (including 9 U.S. battalions and a South Korean battalion),

4 U.3. artillery battalions, 12 mechanized battalions (including 10 U.S. battal-
ions), and 187 miscellaneous companies (including 59 U.S. companles and 7 South
Korean companies), destroyed 1,627 tanks and armored vehicles, 2,107 trucks, and
308 artillery pieces, shot down or destoyed 1,213 alrplanes, and sank or set
afire 42 ships and boats.

The U.S.-puppet "search and destroy" misslon failed, so they achleved nothing in
their "pacification” mission, although they threw into that effort 90 percent of
tne puppet troops and many U.S. and vassal troops, tens of thousands of specially
trained thugs, millions of dollars, and hundreds of tons of bombs and shells.

The defeat suffered by the U.S. imperialists during that winter-spring period were
all-round defeats, voth militarily and politically. The defeat was manifested not
only in their great losses on the battlefield but, more important, in the complete
bankruptcy of the "search and destroy" and "paciflicatlon" objectives they had set
for that strategic counteroffensive.

Our 1966-1967 winter-spring victory was a victory of great significance in the
anti-U.S. resistance war for national salvation. It demonstrated the iron-like
revolutionary will of the scldiers and people of the South and the North, who were
determined to defeat the U.S. aggressors.

That victory was the result of our Party's correct, sclentific political line and
military line. It signified the outstandirg maturization of our soldlers and
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~opiz, and proved tnat we were certain to Win a complete victory over the U.3.
ZEressors, no matter new many more U.S. expeditlonary trcops tney sent in. The
on-1%%7 dry season victeory ~ruly created grea®t prospects for eur people's anti-
L. raszisitanc Tor national calvation.
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2 to 13 May and 20 lovember -to 1 December 1367. The International Couri of Ber-
¥
+ram 2ussell conducts a itrial of the criminal acts of the U.3.
imperialists.

In 1966, while the U.3. imperialists were commitiing extremely barbarcus crimes

in Vietnam, at the initiative of the Englisnh scholar Bertrand Russell an interna-

tigprnal court was convened in London on 15 November 1966 to conduct a trial of ine

U,2. war crimes, in crder to stay the bloody hand of the U.5. and support the just
struggle of the Vietnamese pecple.

After sending four court delegations to carry out direct studies in North ard
Scuth Vietnam and zather witnesses and documents, the Bertramd Russell interna-
tional court held its first session from 2 to 13 May 1967, with 300 eminent people
from many countries in attendance.

The court unanimously concluded that the U.S5. government had committed the crime
of aggression in Vietnam, and that the governments of Australia, New Zealand, and
South Korea were accomplices. The U.S. government had committed war crimes and
nad systematlcally bombed civilian targets in the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

In its second session in Copenhagen, the capital of Denmark, from 20 November to

1 December 1967, the court concluded that the U.S. wanted to practice genocide in
Vietnam not only to intimidate the Vietnamese people but also to threaten the
reople of the world. The genocidal pollcy and acts of the U.S. were almed not
only at the Vietnamese people but at mankind as a whole. The U.S. deliberately
used the most barbarous weapons, which had been prohibited by international law,
to murder children, women, and ordinary people in Vietnmam. The U.S. had commltted
aggression in Laos in the form of a neocolonial war, and had maliclously committed
aggression against Kampuchea by continually slandering, provoking, and threaten-
ing it.

The Bertrand Russell court did not mete out punishment, for it did not represent
any particular country, but lts conclusions had the effect of a verdict of politi-
cal and moral guilt which had profound influence in the world and contributed to
awakening the consclence of the world's people, especlally the American peorle,

in order to promote the struggle of the American people agalnst the acts of
ageression of the U.S. imperialists in Vietnam.

The victory of those two court sessions was proof of the isolation of the U.S.
imperialists. That was the first time the war of aggression, and the crimes,
committed by the U.3. imperialists, had been comprehensively and systematlcally
condemned by a larze group of well-known lawyers, historians, scholars, and
Journalists from many countrles, including the U.S., and had great persuasive
force with regard to world opinlon, especilally opinion in the Western countries.
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