Sure 100 Te Trhe latloral Liberation Front of Zouth Vietram zets up a germarens
representative organ in Phrom Jenh. The Republic of Cuba appolnts an
ambassador to =hne Central Committee of <he Natloral Liberation Fron-
of the Zoutn Vietnam,

Or 22 June 1967 the Natioral Liberation Front of South Vietnam set 4D & perranens

r2presertative orfan ai fhinom fenn.

Zoon arterwards, on 30 June 1967, the government of Cuba took the very special
actlon of reachlns an agreement with us to set up a diplomatic representative
orzan of the Republic of Cuba, in which comrade Raul Vandet Vivo served as ambaz-
sader =xtraordinary, to work side-by-side with the Central Commitiee of %nhe
Ylational Liberation Front orf South Vietnam.

3y the end of 1967, 41 governments, 12 international organizations, and 5 regional
organizations nad expressed support for the Front's political program. The Front
nad a representative delegation in Hanoi and permanent organs in the following
countries: the Soviet Union, Cuba, Hungary, the Korean People's Republic, Poland,
Czechoslovakia, China, Kampuchea, the United Arab Republic (Egypt), Algeria, and
Indonesia.

Those diplematic victories proved that our people's just struggle hadthe sympathy
and support of the great mass of the progressive people of the world. The
Natlonal Libteration Front of South Vietnam was lncreasingly recogniged by our
friends all over the world as the only legitimate representative of our people in
the South. The U.3. and its puppets became increasingly isolated.

1 September: Special Congress of the National Liberatlon Front of South Vietnam
approves the front's political progranm.

After the victory of more than 7 years of activity in accomdance with the 10-point
program announced on 20 December 1960, and facing the prospect of increasingly
greater victories, in accordance with the stand of the Party the Natlonal Libera-
tion Front of South Vietnam held a special congress to approve the Front's politi-
cal program, in order to further expand the national solidarity bloc and mobilize
14 million of our compatriots in the South to advance on the crest of victory and
be determined to defeat the U.S. aggressors. Another aim was to make known to

the world's people the all of the Front's lines and policies.

The principal contents of the program consisted of four parts:

1. The entire population uniting in opposition to the U.,S. for national salva-
tion.

2. The building of an independent, democratiec, peaceful, neutral, and prosperous
South Vietnam.

3. The reestablishment of normal relations between the South and the North, and
the eventual unification of Vietnam.

4. The implementation of a peaceful neutral diplomatic polley.
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ne congress alse set Iorth 14 major policles which fully and absolutely mani-
dotne missicns o the democratic rnational revolutiorn.
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ne tasic r2atures of the program, tnz Presidium of *he COngTess
~1y correci path of the people of :the Zouth at tnat fime Ffor
~ee, democracy, peace, neutrailiy, and prosperity, and for
advancing to ithe peacerul unificaticn of the homeland was to continue to promote
tre zacred anti-U.S. resistance war for national salvation until there were no
mor2 U.S. aggressor troeps in cur beleoved Scuth Vietnam.

Jecamber 1967:  The Political Bureau of the Central Executive Committee of +the
Party Jentral Committee issuss a Hesolution snifting tne revolu-
tion 1n the 3outh over tc a new pnase, tne phase of winning a
decisive victory. (Approved the the Plenum of the Party Central
Committee in January 1968 as the Resolution of the 1lith Plenum of
the Party Central Committee.)

In June 1967 the Party Central Committee met to evaluate cur people's great vic-
tory 1in inflicting a very basic defeat on the U.5. imperialists' limited war.

The enemy were confused both politically and militarily and the U.S. was encountr-
ing difficulties with regard to its capablility to send additional troops, so few
additional troops were being sent. For our part, we had made much progress with
regard to both position and strength. Therefore, taking advantage of the U.S.
imperialists' predicament c¢f encountering difficuity in both advancing and re-
treating, and of the approaching U.5. Presidential election, 1t was necessary

to prepare to strike a decisive blow against the enemy, win a great victory, bring
about a great-leap-forward transformation, and force the U.S. to accept military
defeat. .

In that spirit, in December 1967 the Political Bureau met and lssued the historic
resolution on "transforming our revolutionary war in the South to a new phase --
the phase of winning a decisive victory."

With regard to the present situation and missions, the Pclitical Bureau made the
following analysis: "We are standing before great strategic prospects and
opportunities; the U.5. imperialists are in a strateglec position of finding it
difficult to either advance or retreat, Clearly, in comparison to its definite
political and military goals in the South, the war efforts of the U.3. (as well
as their losses) in Vietnam are at their ecme.”

After reviewlng the basic plots and contlnuous defeats of the enemy, the Political
Bureau observed that "Due to the strateglc defeats of the U.S. in the South and
our great victorles during this year's winter-spring season, it will be difficult
for the enemy to carry out a third counteroffensive. The tendency of the situa-
tion throughout 1968 will be that they that will increasingly take the defensive
and become more passive than in the past."

For our part, the Polltical Bureau observed that we had defeated the enemy both
sirategically and tactically, ocur military and politlecal forces in the South were
larger and stronger than ever, and we had taken the inltiative on all battle-
fields. But we also had a number of weaknesses with regard to large-scale an-
nihllating battles, our urban work, ensuring supplies and equipment, the military
proselyting work, etc.
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Tror Folli-ical 3ureau concluded that "The basic course of thne situaticn iz <ras

We are in a position or victory, iInitiative, and advantage, while the enemy are in
a lzuation of defeat, passivity, and difficulty. The situation alsc allowed us
o shanse our revolutionary war over to a new phase -- tne pnase of decisive
victory."

Unobtne tasis of tre aovove-nentiorned analysis and cobservation, the Political Bureaun
concluded wnat "Jur <gy, urgent mission 1s to mobilize the greatest efforts on the
Dart of the entire Farty, the entire army, and the entire populaticn in boih *the
North and the South to advance our revolutlonary war to the highest developmental
level by carrying out a Gemeral Offensive-General Uprising to win a decisive
victory, in order to attain our strategic objectives. v

Because we would carry out tne General Offensive-General Uprising under the con-
ditions of the enemy still having :'re than 1 mlllion troops and great war poten-
tial, the offensive bty the millitary forces on the principal battlefields and the
uprising by the people 1in the large cities, the two principal offensive thrusts,
would be closely coordinated with each other and support each other, and wouwld
advance the General Offensive and General Uprising in all three areas: the
cities, the rural lowlands, and the mountains.

The Folitical Burau foresaw three possible courses of development of the situa=~
tion: first, we would win great victories on the important battlefields, the
offensives and uprisings would be successful in the large cities, and the enemy's
aggressive will would be smashed and they would have to negotliate to conclude

the war in accordance with our objectives and requirements; second, although we
won rmajor victories in many places the enemy would still have many forces in the
major bases to continue the fighting with us; third, the U.S. would increase its
forces and expand the war. We would have to make extraordinary efforts to win the
greatest possible victory in the case of the flrst possibility, but we weould

also be prepared to cope with the second possibility. There was little likelihood
oftne third possibility, but we would have to actively guard against it.

The Political Bureau appealed for the entire Party, the entire army, and the
entire population 1in both parts of the country to transform the Party's strateglc
decision to win a declsive victory on the battlefleld into revolutionary acts.

The North would have to strengthen its will to fight and defeat the U.5. aggres-
sors and devote all of its strength to serving the great front line, defend and
strengthen the great rear area, and be determined to win a decisive victory on the
main vattlefield.

The December 1967 resolution of the Political Bureau, at a time when the U.S. had
escalated the limited war to the level of more than 1 million troops, including
500,000 U.S. expeditionary troops, evaluated the situation very correctly,
analyzed the opportunity very scientifically, and set forth very creative offen-
sive measures and forms for winning a strategic victory and advance the revolutlon
in the South to a new phase.

1968

January 1968t Soldiers and people of lLaos launch a campalgn to liberate Nam Bac
in northern Laos.
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tam 2ac, a district in Luang Prabang Province that had been liberated by the TPathet
~a0, was an important siratesic area on the northwestern Zaos batilefield. f had
“ner:rore become the scene of flerce contention between revolution and counter-
revolution 1n Zaos over a period of many years.

In July 1966 the eneny used six main-Torce battalions, made up of the GM.1]1 and the
B¥.12, 15, and 356 unitz, to occupy the Nam Bac area, with the scheme of transform-
ing that area into a permanent base which connected with and protected Luang

Frabang, plunder the on-the-spot manpower and wealth, restore and develop the local
vandits, reduce the liberated area in northwestern laos, and threaten our country's

Tay Bac area.

Between July 1966 and July 1967 the Pathet Lao troops, in coordination with the
volunteer Vietnamese troops, inflicted heavy losses on the ernemy and annhinhlated
rearly all of the enemy in the places they had occupied. The enemy in Nam Bac were
surrounded and isclated.

Tn August 1967 the reactionary Laos rulers, obstinately scheming to hold Nam Bac at
all costs, sent in GM.12 and GM.15 as reinforcements, in hopes of retaking the lost
territory and reversling the situation. But all of the enemy's attacks were
defeated.

By December 1967 the enemy forces in Nam Bac included GM.11, GM.12 and GM.l5, one
vattalion of CM.25, and one artillery battalion, garrisoning three strongpoint
compiexes which were relatively far from one antohte and were cut off from one
another.

The laos leadership cadres and we understood that the fact that the enemy had

sent relatively large forces to Nam Bac presented us with a very good opportunity
to anninilate them. Our Laotian cadres and we adopted the policy of coordinating
forces 1in carrying out a Nam Bac campaign to annihilate the enemy in that area,
liberate all of the Nam Bac area in order to smash the enemy's plot, restore and
consolidate the northwestern Laos liberated area, defend our country's Tay Bac
rear area, change the comparison of forces in a manner advantageous to the revolu-
tion, create a political-military situation favorable for the Laotlan revolution,
and advance to the winning of even greater victories.

On 12 January, after nearly a month of continuous operations to approach and sur-
round the enemy, the Lao-Viet armed forces opened fire and simultaneously attacked
the enemy's strongpoints in Nam Bac. By 15 January, most of the enemy troops had
been annihilated and the rest fled in panic. The laotlan troops and our troops
shifted over to pursulng and mopping up the ememy. On 27 January the campalgn
ended in complete victory.

The results were that we knocked out of actlon 3,189 of the enemy (973 killed,
2,122 captured, and %% wounded}, including 84 officers and 375 noncommissioned of-
ficers; © battallons were Wiped out and 5 battalions suffered heavy losses. Our
friends captured 1,349 weapons of the varlous kinds, destroyed 9 105mm howitzers,
2 75mm pack howitzers, 2 trucks, and 12 airplanes, shot down 1 T.28 and 1 heli-
copter, llberated the Nam Bac area and 1ts populatlon of more than 10,000,
eliminated the nests of local bandits, and regained the entlre area lost to the
enemy since mid-1966.
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Tee ‘am 3ac victory rad a very greatb, all-round significarnce militarily and poiiti-
cally, w@ith rezard to the Laotlan pecple as well as curselves. Within a shorz
perlod of time the enemy lost one-third of their strategic mobile forces, ircluding

ra:y sroups along with nearly all of their officers and noncommissioned officers,
e len caused the comparison of forces to change rapidly in tne favor of =ne Lao*ian
revoluticn, —ne campalsgn liberatad a strategically important area, slzgnifled a2

rapid maturizazion of :re armed Torces of our friends andourselves (especlally z=ne
taln-Torce troops. strongly inspired and further tightened the spirit of militant
solidarity between the soldiers and people of Vietnam and laos, and coordinated
narmoniously w#ith the general offensive and uprisings that would occur on the
soutrern battlerield only a few days later.

30 January to 31 March: The gzneral offensive and simultaneous uprising of Tet Yau
Than. |

Inmplementing the December 1967 Resolution of the Political Bureau, our people's
armed forces began the offensive by our main-force troops in thearea of Route G5-
<ne dann. And on the occasicn of Tet Mau Than, at a time when the enemy were
careless, our soldiers and people throughout the South crganized large-scale stira-
tegic raids throughout the South, attacking the municipalities and cities in
coordination with the simultaneous uprisings of the rural and urban masses to win
the zreatest victory ever.

After their heavy defeat in thelr second counteroffensive, the U.S increased its
troop strength to 525,000 and decided to launch a +third counteroffensive in
sastern Nam Bo during the 1967-1968 winter-spring season. On 8 December 1967 the
U.3. 25th Division launched Operatlion Goldbrlck agalnst Ca Tum ln War Zone C, thus
beginning the third counteroffensive. But having discovered that our forces were
roving in large numbers to important areas on the southern battlefleld, they were
forced tc cancel their counteroffenslve plan and withdraw all of thelr forces to
nold the area around Salgon and north and south of Route 1.

In order to draw in and pin down most of the enemy forces 1n northern Quang Tri
we attacked Khe Sanh and nearly all of the enemy posltions on Route 9 during the
night of 20 January and the early morning of 21 January.

The UU.3. and their puppets knew that we would launch a major offensive but could
not predict where 1% would take place, its scale, or the form it would take, nor
did they know what forces we had. Thus they could only sound the alarm all over
tne 3outh and cancel the Tet ceaseflre, but made no specific advance preparations.

During the night of 30 January and the early morning of 31 January 1968 the armed
forces and people in the South launched a general offensive and simultaneous
uprising on all southern battlefields, especially in the large citles and on the
principal battlefield, on a very large scale:

-~ The offensive and simultaneous uprising in practically all municipalities and
large cities resulted in our mastery of many of them for many days or many hours.
We won complete control of Hue, organized a revolutlonary administration, held the
city 25 days, and fought off hundreds of enemy counterattacks.
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--de attacked a very iarge numoer of enemy command organs, such as the U.3. Em-
rasoy, "Indeperdence falace,” tne puppet General 3taff, the commard neadquarters
ot tne corps, armed {orces brancnes, divisions, brizades, arnd regiments of tre

J.i., the puppets, ana <he vaiszals, and the military sectors and subsectors.

--We attacked a lar<e aumper of enemy military bases and d=fensive lires, includ-
ing 5 airfields, anons them such large airfields as Tan Zon Nhat, 3ien Hoa,

Ja hang, and Chu Zai; a large number of supply depots, including many large, cen-
tral depots such-as those at Long Binh, Nha Be, Lien Chieu, Da Nang, Chu lai,

:nu 3al, Hue, Play Cu, Buon ¥Ma Thuot, Quy Nhon, 3cc Trang, etc.; and a large
sumb2r of ports and =nemy raval bases. -

--we aziacked rnearly all of the water and land routes and paralyzed all of the
cnemy’'s communications and transportation activities.

I many rural areas, with or witnout the support of armed forces the masses
strongly arose, smashed the puppets' administrative apparatus and contral appara-
tus, destroyed a large number of “strategic namlets,” smashed or forced the aban-
donment of many outposts, liberated land ard won the right of mastership, estab-
lished revolutionary administrations, and expanded and consolidated our rear area.

The results were that within only a two-month period in the spring of 1968 (esp-
eclally from the night of 30 January to the end of February 1968) we annihilated
or disintegrated large parts of the puppet army. Some 147,000 of the enemy were
killed (including 43,000 Americans), 200,000 puppet soldiers deserted, and 31
cattalions, 1 armored regiment, 5 armored squadrons, and 195 companies were
neavily damaged, and the combat effectiveness of the puppet army seriously de~
clined. Heavy losses were also inflicted on the U.S. troops: 5 battalions and
59 companies were wiped out or suffered heavy casualties,

A very large amount of war facilities and supplies were destroyed, many supply
depois and airfields were attacked: more than 200 gasoline storage depots and
250 ammunition dumps were attacked, there were 160 attacks on 66 airflelds and
156 attacks on 77 supply dumps, 2,370 airplanes were shot down or destroyed, and
1,700 tanks and armored vehicles, thousands of trucks, 350 artillery pieces, 230
3hips and boats, and 1,368,000 tons of war materlel -- 34 percent of the enemy's
reserves -- were lost or destroyed.

Tne general offensive and simultaneous uprising at the beginning of spring, 1968,
were an inevitable development of the offensive strategy of the southern revol-
ution. They had an extremely important significance, for within only a short
period of time we completely changed our tattlefield positicn, brought the war

to the final lairs of the enemy, rapidly changed the comparison of forces between
ourselves and the enemy much to our advantage, created a new situation, and
created a new strategic situation with new capabilities.

"Tne general offensive and simultaneous uprising of the spring of Tet Mau Than
[l968§ were a blow struck against the aggressive will of the U.S. imperialists.
The glorious victory won by that bold, unexpected general offensive and simul-
taneous uprising upset the enemy's strateglic situatlon, bankrupted the aggressive
will of the U.S. imperialists, and forced them to deescalate the war and
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<42 &% e farils Condersnce.” {(Foiitical Report of “he “ourth farty

n has to announce a deescalation of ithe war and admitc the defegs
imited war.
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=) r c2arly 3 years of sending a very large numter of tre U.J. expeditiorary
FEOOPS to our country, carrying out strategic counteroffensives in 3cutn Vietram,
and Intensilylns and <xfanding their war of destruction in <re North, tne U.Z.

Was defeated 1n toin parts of our country as well as on the Xampucnean and _aotiar
tatilefields. Our Tet Mau Than general offensive and uprising througnous zn=
Souln Were wnother unexpected, strong blow which "shook the U.3." It wa.s
rajor defeat for trneir war of agegression as a whole.
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Aaltrougn tne most telllgerent members of the U.3. ruling apparatus, especially tne
zenezrals of the Joint Shiefs of 3taff and CINCPACG, sought all ways to create
pressure o lntensify the war, such as recommending that 200,000 additiornal troops
e sent to South Vietnam, that alr attacks be stepped up, that both naval ard land
forces be used to attack ihe North, that U.S. reserve troops be mobilized on a
large scale, etc., but U.5. public opinion and even some within the Jonhnson admin-
istration were fed up and strongly protested the U.S. war in Vietnam.

Jany U.S, Congressmen protested and demanded that U.S. pelicy toward the war in
Vietnam be reviewed. Clifford, the new U.S. Secretary of Defense, was assigned
the task of, along with others, coming up with a new strategy. On 29 February
1968 he concluded that "even if we send 200,000 additional troops we cannot expel
the enemy rfrom South Vietnam or annihilate their forces," and that "if we further
escalate the war there will explode in our country the greatest crisis ever.”

On 25 March 1568 a conference of unofficial high-level advisers made up of "ex-
perts" from former administrations and from the Johnson administration, most of
tnem "hawks,'" also recommended that Johnson deescalate the war.

On 27 Marcn 1968 Eisenhower, a former U.S. President, also had to admit that
"...never have I experienced such a lamentable situation as the present circum-
stances of the United States, which is deeply divided over the war.”

Confronted with that situation, Johnson and the rulers in the White House were
deeply shaken. Cn 22 March 1968 Johnson dismissed Westmoreland and recalled nim
to the U.5., and agreed to send only a symbolic number of troops to Vietnam, not
the 200,000 Johnson nimself nad approved on 13 March 1968.

On 31 March 1968 Johnson announced his decision to restrict U.S. activities in
VYietnam by ordering an end to the bombing of the North above the 20th Rarallel,
and also declared that he would not run for a second term as President and that
he would send a representative to talk with a representative of our Government in
faris.

Previously, on 30 March 1968, Westmoreland returned to Saigon from the U.S. to
explain the policy of the U.3., government:
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'search and destiroy" strategy would be re-laced by a "clear and nold”
raLesy.

-="n2 outn Vietnramese . puppet! Army would zraduaily raplace ine U.3. iroops on
rooovattlefi=ld ard plav the principal role. The nilitary efforts would e re-

riaced by miiltary, -oconomis, political, and social efforts. The new strategy
would ~mpnasize antl~suerrilla activities and the number of large-scale operations
“ould decline, - he

Wltn Jonnson's annourncement of Ji March 1963 tne U.3. imperialists officially
admitzed the defeat of ine "linited war" strategy and admitted that they had to
deescalats the war and nad been forced to negotiate with us and change their
strategy.

cur ‘pecople defeated the "limited war" strategy of the U.S. imperialists, That
a3 a major defeat for their war of aggression in our country and also was a step
toward tne barkruptcy of their global strategy.

A~ don a victory in the phase of the most sericus challenge to our national des-
tiny. But the U.3. imperialists were very obstinate; they still had potential and
nad come up with new plots and schemes. Our soldiers and people had to continue
to fight to defend the North, liberate the South, and advance to unlfying the
nomeland.

24 April: The Political Bureau holds a conference to assess the Tet Mau Than
activity cycle and issues a resolution on the new direction of struggle
in order to win a decisive victory.

Alter 2 months of the general offensive and simultaneous uprising, the Political
Bureau met to assess the activity cycle and set forth the direction for the com-
ing period.

In evaluating the activity cycle, the Political Bureau noted that in the first
prasa of implementing the Party Central Committee's policy of carrying out a
feneral offensive and simultaneous uprising we had won a great, all-round victory
and brought about a new turning point in order to advance to the winning of a
declslive victory in the war to liberate the South.

Predicting the enemy's future plots and policies, the Political Bureau concluded
that tndr inmediate objective was to concentrate thelrforces on holding the citles
and baszes, the most important of which were Saigon, Hue, and Military Region I.
Trey would go all-out to increase the number of U.3. expeditionary troops, restore
the puppet army and administration, and step up their attacks on the North and
tnelr fradulent diplomatic activities. But they were encountering difficulties in
many respects.

On the basis of the characterlstics of our situation and the enemy's situation the
Political Bureau, in order to exploit our victory and push the enemy into an even
more desperate situation, defined our direction of struggle as follows: "Mobiliz-
ing the entire Party, the entire army, and the entire population to manifest a
spirlit of victory, continue to develop the all-round offensive, win increasingly
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cpemtop wietcries, molily 2xpand the armed forces and political forces ¢f =re
CevolanL0n, SUCOne LLroagsr as we fignt, and puan the eneny lnito an lrreverzinis
cratds of continuous defeat and increasing weaxknes:s and disinzegration, in order
“o sdvance to the winning of a decisive victory.”

T2 recolution set forta she following specifilc reguirementiss

—-loriinuasiy attacking sne cities, tightening our encirclements, creati’-z a situ-
ation of permanent crisis in the cities, and 1lnclting tne masses to arl Jirongiy

“0 Wwin and maintain mastery.

--Liberating most of the rural area and advancing to tnhe tazing of the antire
rural area.

--ontinuinz o carry out an all-round offensive agalinst the puppet army and
puppet administration and causing thelr organization to disintegrate and their
morale to collapse beyond salvation,

--Continuinz to attack the U.3, troops and annihilating an important part of their
manpower.

--Continually attacking the military bases, rear services bases, and key lines of
communication,

-~-Rapidly developing our armed forces and revolutionary political ferces with
regard to quality and quantity.

--Comprehensively consolidating the liberated area politically, militarily, econ-
omically, and soclally.

--The .orth would build and ccnseolidate national defense, promote'production,
resolutely defeat all of the enemy's escalations, and ensure communicatlons and
transportation.

21 April: Formation of the Alliance of Vietnamese Natlonal, Democratic, and
Peace Forces,

fter more than 10 years of the U.S. imperialists committing aggression against
our country, in the citles temporarily occupied by the U.S5. and 1ts puppets the
sconomic, pclitical, cultural, and moral lives of the people wWere suffocating.
Tre cities were turned into military camps and houses of prostitutlon, with a
hanging soclety that was full of corrupt customs.

Because of that situation, the people of the citles continuously arose to strug-
gle against the U.S. bandits and the traltorous lackeys. Leading the way was

tne persistent, resolute struggle of the working class and the laboring people,
Jhich served to win over the other strata of people. Among those strata, includ-
ing puppet officials and cfficers, there were people who had made progress with
regard to thelr spirit and attitude, and in one way or another they had acted
against the U.S. and Thieu-Ky.
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Jur Tarty felt that it was recessary to have an organizational form to expard the
raticral united front to oppose the U.Z. for national sal-mticn tnat would te
wzable of rallying people of many different tendercies and persuasions in %he
coutnern cities Wno Were patriotic and were opposed zo tne U.5. and Thisu-Xy out
Wio, [Or orne reason or another 4id not yet want to participate in the Natioral

ciberation Troant of Joustn Viociranm.

Tmat cerrect poliey met with response. Yore ard more prominent people, docicrs,
ororessors, wrifers, journalists, clergymen, college students, rnational bourgeoi-
siey, and officials and officers of the puppet army and administration participated
in the struggle against the U.3. and Thieu-Xy. On 20 and 21 April 1968 represent-
atives of those strata neld a conference to set up tns Alliarnce of Vietnamese
Natloral, Democratic, and Peace -Zorces and elect the Alliance Central Committee
under the chairmanship of lawyer Trinh Dinn Thao.

In its national-salvation declaration the Alllance clearly stated 1ts objectives
of "uniting all patriotic forces and individuals, resolutely opposing foreign
aggression, overtnrowing the puppet regime of Nguyen Van Thieu and Nguyen Cao Ky,
and setting up a national coalition government and winning independence, demo-

cracy, and peace.”

The appearance of the Alliance of Vietrnamese National, Democratic, and Peace

Forces was a new developmental step of the popular solidarity blec. That was a
prompt, positive response following the Tet Mau Than victeory in suppert of our
people's struggle on the military, political, and diplomatic fronts, especlally

on the diplomatic front, which caused the U.3. and Thieu-Ky to become more isolated
ard contributed to the glorious victory of the enterprise of resisting the Y.S.

for natic.al salvation.

13 May: First meeting of the Two-Party Conference in Paris.

In Johnson's 31 March 1968 speech the U.S. imperialists, although admitting that
they had to deescalate the war, in fact continued to obstinately advocate their

o

limited bombing" of the North of our country.

The people of Vietnam and of the world venemently protested those acts of the
U.3. imperialists. On 3 April 1968 our Government issued a declaration severely
condemning the insidious plots and schemes of the U.S. and reiterated the just
stand and zood-will attitude of our Government and people. The declaration
stated, "Clearly, the U.3. govermment has not yet strictly and fully met the
legitimate demands of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, of
progressive U.S. opinion, and of world opinion. However, for its part the Govern-
ment of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam declares its readiness to send repre-
sentatives to meet with U.3. representatives to arrange with the U.S. side the
unconditional cessation of the bombing and all other acts of war against the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam so that the talks may begin.”

on 3 May our Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a declaration regarding such
matters as the rank of representatives and the location and time of the official
talks between the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the U.S. The Minister of
Foreign Affairs, comrade Xuan Thuy, was selected by the Government to represent
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. Parls was to be the location of the talks,
and the offlclal talks were to begin on 10 May or a few days later.
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.no L) May srte efficlal taixs between the representative of <he Democratic Faputlic
o Vicnsan and tne representative of the U.S5. govermment began. The U.I. Ze oo
7ation was readed by Harriman. Minister of Foreign Affairs Xuan Thuy, the Tirst
no Speak, stressed that the objective of the talks were "to arransge W“itn -re J.3.
+iie ne unconditional cessation of the bombing, and all otner acts of WR X aZainst
tne Jemocratic Hepublic of Vietnam, and then to talk about ciper matiers relewarnt
TooIae two sldes”

The LAO-party taixs at Paris resolved no basic problems in 1968, bus they tegzan

a period in whicn we directly attacked the enemy diplomatically at “ne confererce
tabie, which was a very advantageous forum for exposing the aggresszion, cartarity,

and obstinacy of the U.5. imperialists. The struggle at the conference was co-
ordirated with and supported by the military and political struggle on the battie-
Tield. It was the necessary first step toward the Four-Party Conference irn raris,

Whicn concluded victoriously with the signing of the agreement to end tne war ard
restore peace in Vietnam.

4 May and 17 August 1968: Beginning of the second and third phases of the Genemral
Offensive.

Inplementing the April 1568 3esolution of the Political Bureau, the second phase
of the General Offensive began on 4 May 1968. Although the enemy had made pre-
parations in advance and had concentrated two-thirds of the U.3. forces and all
or the puppet general reserves to defend the large cities, especially around
sailgon, we attacked 30 municipalities and cities, 70 towns, district seats, and
military subsectors, 27 puppet corps, division, brigade, and regiment headquar~
ters, 40important airfieldsand warehouses, etc. The strongest attacks were in
saigon-Gia Dinh. We attacked the Police Headquarters, the City Hall, the U.S.
Zmbassy housing area, the puppet Premier's residence, the radio station, and the
TV station, then held our ground and fought off the enemy's counterattacks, in-
flicting heavy c.sualties on the enemy.

Coordinating with Saigon, we launched simultaneous attacks on the defensive lines
around Saigon, such as Duc Hoa, Ben Luc (Long An), Tan Thoi Hiep (Gia Dinh), and
Bien Hoa, and the municipalities and citles in the Mekong Delta, such as Can Tho,
1y Tho, Ben Tre, Chau Doc, Tra Vinh, Vinh Long, Sa Dec, and Ca May, combined with
the repulsing of the enemy's counterattacks in Long An, Tay Ninh, Thu Dau Mot, and
Bien Hoa (8 to 21 May).

In Zone 5 and the Central Highlands, in coordination with attacks on the cities of
Da Nang, Hol An, Guang Ngai, Da Lat, and Phan Thiet (h to 5 May) we defeated the
enemy's relief operation along the Thu Bon River in Quang Nam from 5 to 24 May.

On the Tri-Thien and Route 9 battlefields, after withdrawing from Hue we both
continued to enclrcle the city and the U.3. complex at Xhe Sanh and stopped the
U.S. -puppet operation, of which the 1st Air Cavalry Division served us the hard
core, in the lowland and jungle-and-mountains areas. The largest operations were
"Pegasus" and "Scotland" in the Route 9 area, and "Carentan" and '"Delaware"
in the A Sau Valley.

Taking advantage the enemy's internal neglect, we carried out raids, ambushes, and
heavy artillery shelling, the most outstanding <f which were an ambush which

109



v soxed out 10 warships on tne Huong River (6 Yay and the artillery shelling of
+eo Jons ~an base in Thua Trien, which destroyed 130 airplares of tne 1st Alr
Cavalry Divieion, destroyed 107 vehicles, most of them tanxs and. armored venlcles,
a=d xilled 1,200 of ime eneny (19 Tay ).

“ne second phase inflicted many losses on the enemy but did not meet the political
and military requirements we nad set,

2 August 1968 the Political Bureau met and decided to continue tc "promote the
eneral offensive and general uprising to win a decisive victory" and cause the
nemy <o be defeated on the battlefield, defeated in the large cltles, and defeat
dofeated in the U.3. i4self.” At the same time, we had to be "prepared to defeat
tne U.S. should they prolong or expand the war.”

ATRY LR 5 |

Carryirg out that policy, we urgently carried out the third phase of the general
offensive between 17 August and 30 September. The general offensive broke out on
21l battlefields. We simultansously attacked 27 cities, more than 100 towns, dis-
trict capitals, and military subsectors, 17 airfields, 3 depots, and 6 enemy
division headquarters. In Saigon we attacked the Natlonal Assembly bullding and
the puppet General Staff, while our forces on the outer perimeter attacked a
#hole series of enemy bases, such as the Tay Ninh Holy See, the base camp of the
3jrd Brigade of the puppet 25th Division at Trang Lon, Ca Tum, the U.5. communica-
tions station on Mt. Ba Den, the U.S. bases at Tha La and Ben Cul, and the posi-
+ion of the U.S. 1st Infantry Division at Loc Ninh. In Nam Bo we annihlilated
14,200 of the enemy, including 10,000 Amerlcans. The U.S. Lieutenant General
LaBeY, commander of the 1st Air Cavalry Division, was killed during that
thase.

In Zone 5 we attacked Da Nang, took the Speclal Zone and the radio statlon,
attacked the airfield, Mt. Non Nuoc, the Son Tra Peninsula, etc., annihilated or
knocked out of action 23,000 of the enemy, and inflicted heavy casualtles on two
puppet mobile regiments and part of the U.S. Americal Division.

On tne Tri-Thien front, after the U.S5. troops were forced to wlthdraw from Khe
Sanh (9 July), we continued to press the attack on Route 9 and stopped the enemy's
operations out to the jungles-and-mountains area.

During the second and third phases of the general offensive in 1968 we annihilated
much of the enemy's manpower and war facilitles, and won a very great victory.
But we still did not meet the baslc requirements that had been set forth. Fur-
thermore, because the enemy's situation and our situation had changed we had to
fight continually and to concentrate on the cities. In the rural areas we were
vulmerable and were strongly counterattacked by the enemy, so our forces were
depleted and in some places the llberated area was reduced. The revolutlonary
movement in the Nam Bo lowlands encountered many difficulties and our offenslve
posture weakened. When the enemy launched a flerce counteroffensive our weak-
nesses and deficiencies caused the situatlon to undergo complicated changes after
Tet Mau Than [1968].

26 June to 9 July: The U.S. withdraws from Khe Sanh.
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Lneonn2 Canh o aironipoint 4as set up by the U.3.-puppets in mid-1966, wher we
oprred  the Houte s-Northern duang Tri front,

3rcause of our strong pressure the enemy forces had to be increased, and ty ine
il o 1967 the enemy had created there a complex of key strongpointz rade up of
t.ree clusters of strongpoints ~-- Ta Con, Huong Hoa, and Lang Vay -- which ~ay
Althin the Zoute 9 defensive line of the U.S. bandits to the west, along :ne
“iztnan-lacs vordi=sr. The U.3. troops permanently staticned there totalled rearLly
10,000, made up of & Yarine battalions, artillery forces, armor, and support
units, as well as tens of thousands of others who were ready to reinforce. They
nad strong artillery and air support, including BS2 strategic bombers.

We launched four consecutive attacks on Khe Sanh in a period of a little more than
5 montns:

-- Between 2] January and 7 February 1958 we annihilated the Huong Hoa military
subsector and the Lang Vay strongpoint.

-~ Between 8 February and 31 March we surrounded the Ta Con strongpeint cluster.

-- In April we defeated the U.S. siege-relieving operation bearing the name
"Tegasus.”

-- From 5 to 9 July we maintained our encirclement and attacked the withdrawing
enemy troops.

After the measures the enemy took to break the siege of Khe Sanh were smashed our
sncirclement became increasingly tighter and the U.S. intention of "defending Khe
Sani at all costs” had to be replaced by "we don't intend to set up a Dien Bien
Phu." They plotted to surreptitiously flee from Khe Sanh.

Cn 26 June the U.S. commanders falsely claimed that they had completed the with-
drawal from the Kne Sanh base (in fact, they had only just begun). Our troops
pursued them, attacked their positions, and intercepted and attacked enemy who
were fleeing by land, while also preventing them from withdrawing by air. On 9
July we completely liberated Khe Sanh. During the fighting against the fleeing
enemy troops we killed or wounded more than 7,000 Americans, shot down 22 air-
planes, destroyed 69 military vehicles, and captured many weapons and military
supplies, including 2 helicopters. They were forced to pay a big price for that
withdrawal.

The results were that after 170 days of attacking and encircling Khe Sanh and
fighting the fleeing enemy troops we wiped out 17,000 of the enemy (including
13,000 Americans), shot down or destroyed 480 alrplanes, 120 military vehicles,
65 artillery pieces or heavy mortars, and 55 supply depots. We captured thou-
sands of weapons of the various kinds and hundreds of tons of military supplies
and food, and completely liberated Huong Hoa District and its more than 10,000
inhabitants.

The abandonment of Khe Sanh was a major defeat for the eremy. It began the re-
treat of the U.3. expeditionary army and signified a new step toward the defeat of
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roe 0.0, defensive strategy, for that was the first important J.S. base in South
Jies-am -nat nad to be abandoned because of our pressure. 4 large area from

"o Zae to Ca Lu, =xiendirz nore than 40 kilometers alonz ine U.3.-puppet Route 9
ssrategic detfense line was tnrown open. Our offensive posture became even
ctronger. It was a victory with a strateglce Significance.

T defeat of the defensive, siege-relieving, and withdrawal tactlics ofthe U.3.
~roops involving many kinds of forces and mary nodern facilities also had a stra-
“egic signiflcance.

The withdrawal from Kne Sanh Wwas also a serious political defeat for the U.S. im-
perialists and caused chaos and contradictions within the U.3. rulers and military
commanders and fear and consternation among tne U.5. scldlers and the puppet

army and administration. Johnson "committed U.3. honor to holding ¥Xhe Sgnh and
forced the Joint Chiefs of Staff to sign a pledge in blood" (quote from Schles-
inzer), but in the enég the U.S. troops were forced to withdraw. That event once
azain demonstrated to our people and to the people of the world that the U.S.
imperalists, although obstinate, had been struck with painful blows and had to
admit defeat.

2 November and 3 November: The Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
issues a declaration, and President Ho Chi Minh issues an appeal,
regarding the unconditional cessation of the U.S. bombing of North
Vietnam.

3ecause ofthe increasingly perilou®s situation of the U.S. imperlalists and the
great difficultles their war of aggression was causing them, and because ofthe
pressure of world opinion and U.S. oplsion, on 1 November 1568 had to announce
complete cessation of the bombing and shelling of the Democratic Republic of
Jietnam by the U.S. air force, navy and artillery, in order to reach a political
solution to the Vietnam problem.

On 2 November 1968 the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam issued a
declaration on that matter. The declaration stated that "The fact that the U.S.
ras had to unconditionally end its bombings and attacks throughout the territory
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, after & years of accumulating unprecedented
crimes against the people of North Vietnam and after 5 months of deadlocking the
talks in Paris, signifies a great victory for the Vietnamese people in both parts
of the country. It is also a great victory for the socialist camp, the national
literation movement, and the peace movement, as well as a great victory for the
people of the world, including the progressive U.S5. people.

"In order to reach a correct political solution with regard to Vietnam, the U.S.
government must abandon all plots of intervention and aggression agalinst Vietnam
and must respect the basic national rights of the Vietnamese pecple. As long as
the U.S. continues to commit aggression in Vietnam the Vietnamese people will con-
tinue to fight until they win a complete victory."

In hiz appeal of 3 November 1668, Preslident Ho Chi Minh said, "We have defeated

the U.S. imperialists’' war of aggression in the North. But that 1is cnly an
initial victory. The U.S imperialists are very obstinate and wily. They speak of
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'peace’ and 'nesotiations’ but are still unwilling to abandon thneir aggresslve in-
tentions. dore than a million U.S., puppet, and vassal troops are continulng to
commit countless barbarous crimes against our compatriots in the Soutn.

veem

‘rerefore, a sacred mission of our entire population at present is to manifest a
spirit of determination to fight and win, and of determination to liberate the
south, derend tne Nortn, and advance to the peaceful unification of the noneland.

"A3 long as there are aggressors in our country we must continue to fight and
Zw2ep tnem out.'

Also on 3 November the Cerntral Committee of the National Liberation Front of South
Vletnam issued a declaration which stated the stand of the Front regarding a
political solution to the matter of South Vietnam.

v 5 November the High Command of the Vietnam People's Army issued a communique
and praising the accomplishements of the people's armed forces and stressing the
neavy responsibility of the armed forces during the coming period. The communique
also referred to the very great and important strategic slgnificance of the defeat
oy our soldiers and people of the war of destruction of the U.S. imperialists:

-~ We had smashed one of their strategic plots, defeated a part of their war of
aggression against our country, and struck a Neavy blow against their aggressive
will.

-- We had defeated a new form of warfare in the war of aggression of the U.S.
imperialists.

That victory had caused our people to become more confident and determined to
fight to final victory, caused our friends all over +the world to be enthusiastic
and pleased, and terrified the enemy and caused them to encounter an increasingly
larger number of difficulties.

Chapter IV
from the Beginning of 1969 to 27 January 1973

obilizing the Zntire Nation to Make the Greatest Possible Efforts, Cooperating
With the Fraternal People of Laos and Kampuchea to Defeat the U.S. mperialists’
Strategy of "Vietnamizing the War," Winning a Decisive Victory, and Forcing the
U.5 Imperialists to 5ign the ParigAgreement on Vietnam and Withdraw all U,S, and
Vassal Troops From the South of Qur Country

1969
25 January: The Four-Sided Conference on Vietnam convenes in Paris,
In its declaration of 2 November 1968, the Government of the Democratic Republic

of Vietnam stated that "After the U.S. has unconditionally ended its bombing and
shelling in all parts of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the Government of the
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TJrmocratic Republic of Visztram will discuss with the U.3. side 'the other matters
s loyant 16 thne two cides' in order to rind a political solution of the Vietnanm
sroblem,  Witn the asreement of “ne Central Committee of tne Natleonal Liveration
Trent of Zopunn Vietrnam, ihe Zovernment of the Democratic Reputiic of Vietnanm
icclares its readiness “o warticipate in a conference of representatives of the
Jemocratic Republic orf Vist:iam, the Natioral Liberation Front of South Vietram,
Seeo i, 5, and the Jalzon administration. The presence of the representative of
“he Jalgon administraticon at that conference does not mean that the Democratlc
Republic of Vietnam recognizes that administratlon.”

Tree 3 November 1968 declaratiorn of the Central Committee of tne National Libema
Linrm Tront of South Vietnam added that "In view of the fact tne U.3. has uncondi-
tionally =nded its bombing and shelling of Nortn Vietnam, the Natlonal Liberation
“ront of South Vietnam resolutely supports the stand of the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, stated in its 2 November 1968 declaration, in
orier to find a political solution to the Vietnam problem, After holding discus-
sions, and reaching agreement, with tr: Central Committee of the Alliance of
Viestnamese National, Democratic, and Pzace Forces, the National Liberatlon Front
of Joutn Vietnam agrees <o participate in a four-sided conference by the Democra-
tic Republic of Vietrna, the National Liberatlon Front of South Vietna, the U.S.
and the Saigon administration. At that conference the representative of the
National Liberation Front of South Vietnam will be the voice of the pecople in the
Zouth and the voice of the just cause.”

On 13 November 1968 the U.S. Department of State declared that "The United States
approves a conference of two sides: the United States and the Republic of Vietnam
on one side and Nortn Vietnam and any other party on the other side.”

The delegation of the Government of the Republic of Vietnam was stlll headed by
comrade Xuan Thuy, with comrade Le Duec Tho serving as special adviser. The U.S.
delegation was still headed by Harriman.

On 1) December 1968, tne Natiomal Liberation Front of South Vietnam sent a delega-
tiorn to the Paris Conference on Vietnam headed by comrade Tran Buu Klem, with
Nzuyen Thi Binh serving as the deputy head.

Tre Jaigon puppet regime was very worried, confused, and vexed over the develop-
ments. On 2 November 1368 Nguyen Van Thieu declared that he would send no repre-
sentative to the expanded talks in Paris and that the decision to halt the bombing
in all parts of the North was a unilateral declision made by the U.5. But on 8
December the U.S. lackeys sent a delegation headed by Nguyen Cao Ky and Pham Dang
lam to participate in the Paris Conference.

The first meeting, on 18 January 1969, was held to discuss preparations for the
first full session of the Paris Conference on Vietnam, which was officlally con-
vened on 25 January 1969. Comrade Tran Buu Kiem, the first to speak during that
session, presented the five-point stand of the National Liberation Front of South
Vietnam. Comrade Xuan Thuy then expressed opinions about the Vietnam situation,
the correct anti-U.S., national salvation line, and the victories of the Govern-
ment of the Democratic Republic of Vietmam and the National Liberation Front of
South Vietnam, and stressed the iron determination of our people, who were
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1z unsil <hey won independence and freedom, should +he J.3. con-
Tl 13 war of -aggression.

Tre U.2. imperialists, who nad been forced to accept the paxticips :n in the cor-
tirence of the National Tiberation Front of South Vietram, had to =.cept the
init ial delat of itheir "nezotiations from a positicn of strength” policy, and

#ere forced to rocoznize the strength of the patriotic movement of the people of
tne Zouth and their representative, the National Liberation Front. That was gz
victory of the people of the South and of our entire nation, and was adefea+ for
the U.5. imperialists and their lackeys.

April 1969: The Folitical Bureau of the Party Central Committee issues a Hesolu-~
tion or the immediate situation and missions.

ATer our continuous attacks in 1968 and the first part of 1969, the enemy's
defeats led to their having to deescalate the war even more clearly. But we also
encountered many difficulties with regard to troop sirength, the ensuring of sup-
plies, etc., sc the thoughts and consciousness of some Party members and cadres
with regard to the situation and missions underwent complicated changes.

In view of that situation, in April 1969 the Political Bureau issued a resolution
on "the immediate situation and missions."” The Tesolution affirmed the strategic,
historic significance of the Gerneral Offensive and Uprising cf Tet Mau Than , the
great accomplishments in 1968 and the spring of 1969 on the southern battlefield,
and the great, strategic victory of the people's war against the war of destruc-
tlon in the North. The Political Bureau alsoc dealt severely with our difficul-
ties, weaknesses, and deficiencies. Some of those difficulties were caused by the
enemy's flerce counteroffensive carried out by extremely barbarous schemes, but
in some respectis they were due to the fact that we had not analyzed the enemy and
ourselves accurately and promptly, to fallure to fully understand the Party's
rolicies and slogans, to weak organization of implementation,etec.

But it was clear that "the U.S. imperialists have suffered a very heavy defeat in
all regards; their aggressive will has clearly been shaken and they have been
rorced to deescalate step-by-step. It will be difficult for them to maintain
their war of aggression on the present scale over a. long pericd of time,"

The Political Bureau estimated that the enemy had very little capability to add
large numbers of troops, and expand the war throughout the nation and that the
war could develop in one of two ways:

-- First, because of heavy losses and major difficulties the U.S. would be forced
to conclude the war early, by means of a political solution they could accept.

-~ Second, 1f we did not attack with sufficient strength and the U.S. was able to
partly revover from 1lts difficulties, it would try to prolong the war in the South
for a certaln period of time.

In both of those eventualitles, in order to create Pressure on us, the U.3., when

concluding the war could, under certain circumstances, resume its bombing and
shelling of the North or expand the war to laos and Kampuchea.
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“e.ocpgention of What course Lre War would take depended on our cffernsive sirength
~tiitarily and politically and on the degree of the military, political, economic,
ard fTinancial difficulties the war caused the U.3. in %he Zoutr, in +ne U0, 1t-
eif, and in tne Wworld.

In analyzing Jixon's siratezy of "Vietnamizing tne war,'" the Political Bureau re-
sarded it as being a policy tnat emerged in a situation of defeat and deadlcck.

It was full of internal contradictions that could not be overcome. Despite that,
tihe anemy still nad relative strengths Wwith regard to troop strengtn, firepower,
mobillity, occupled territory, and economic and military potentlal.

3+t i Wwe continued to nave sufficient combined strength with which to attack, it
wa.: certain tnat thelr contradictions and weaknesses would tecome even more
serious and that their strengths would diminish. And it was certain that we could
defeat the enemy's new strategic plots and policies. The U.S. could not escape
total defeat.

Tre Political Bureau observed that "we now have a great opportunity for rushing
anead on the crest of victory, promoting an all-round, continuous of fensive, tak-
ing a new, very basic step forward, and defeating the aggressive will of the U.S.
imperialists.”

The Political Bureau stressed the necessity of fully understanding and grasping
the slogan of all-round offensive and the relationshlp among the three areas, Tre-
solutely erasping and developing our s+atus of contlnuous offenslve and encircle-
ment in the cities, promoting the liberation of the rural areas, mastering most

of the strategic, highly populated rural areas, consolidating and mastering

the mountain reglon and the contlguous area, and dolng a good job of preparing the
battlefield so that our main-force troops could annihilate large numbers of the
anemy. Our strategic slogan was 1o fight a protracted fignht and rely princlpally
on ourselves, while creatlng and grasping the opportunity to take great leaps
forward.

8 May: The National Liveration Front of South Vietnam issues a declaration re-
garding its 10-Polnt Solution.

At the 14th meetlng of the Paris Conference on Vietnam comrade Tran Buu Klem, head
of the delegation of the Natlonal Liberation Front of South Vietnam, presented 10
points regarding the "Principles and major contents of an all-round solutlon to
the Vietnam problem, in order %o contribute to the restoration of peace in Viet-

am.

The all-round 10-pecint sclution delineated the border between ourselves and the
enemy and distinguished clearly between two different kinds of problems: 1. Pro-
blems between the U.S. imperiallsts -- the aggressors -= and the anti-lmperiallst
Vietnamese people; 2. Problems among the Vletnamese.

The withdrawal of U.S. troops belonged to the first type of problem. In order %o
end the war it was necessary to withdraw all U.S. troops and the troops of U.Ss.
vassals from South Vietnam without any preconditions. The matter of the armed
forces in the South belongs to the second category of problems: those to be
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resolved oy tne Yietnamese parties. The U.S. position that botn sides wizhdraw

“n2lr Corces placed the aggressors on a par Wwith the victims of aggression ard
trerefore wWas unacceptable.

Tn2 right of the pecple of the South %o nandle tr. . r cwn affairs belonged 4o tra
s=cond cat2gory of problems. The Saigon administration was clearly a +tool wused by
trur ULZ. asgressors to carry out their neocolonial policy in South Viewranm. Trat
adrinistration was oppeoséd to all the legitimate aspirations of the people of tne
Joutn. However, in a spirit of natiomal conciliation the National Liveration
Front advccated the policy of the political forces in the South negotiating the
formation of a provisioral coalition government in order to exercise trelir riznt

cf self-determination by means of a free, democratic election without foreign in-
tervention.

Clearly dealing with those two key problems in the 10-point solution, we both
adhered firmly to the principle of protecting the country's independence and
sovereignty and had a flexible strategy so that the U.S, troops could withdraw
from Vietnam without "lesing face." But the U.S. imperialists, who were obstirate
and still had many ambitious, rejected that solution. That caused the people

of the world to see more clearly the unjust, reactionary rature of the U.35. war of
aggression. The world popular front in support of our people's fight against the
U.5. aggressors was further strengthened and expanded.

6 to 8§ June: The National People's Congress of South Vietnam forms the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam and a Coun-
cil of Govermment Advisers.

After the "simultaneous uprisings” of 1960 revolutionary administrations in the
form of Self-Management Committees appeared in each locality and reglon. During
the general offensive and simultaneous uprising period the matter of overthrowing
the enemy’'s central administration was posed and the formation of a central re-
volutiorary administration became a practical, urgent requirement both internally
and externally, for in the South the liberated area had been expanded and consoli-
dated,there were strong revoluticnary armed forces, and there were powerful
political foreces in the united natiomal front.

In view of that requirement, the National People's Congress of South Vietnam met
and approved a resolution settlng up the Republic of South Vietnam. It unanimous-
ly elected a Provisional Revolutionary Government headed by President Huynh Tan
Phat and a Council of Government Advisers of which comrade Nguyen Huu Tho served
as the chairman. It appealed for the soldiers and people of the South to pursue
the enterprise of resisting the U.3, for national salvation to complete victory.

President Ho Chi Minh and Premier Pham Van Dong sent a congratulatory telegram to
the Provisiomal Revolutionary Govermment of the Republic of South Vietnam and the
Council of Government Advisers. The Standing Committee of the National Assembly
and the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam issued a declaration
which stated that the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
South Vietnam elected by the National People's Congress of South Vistnam was the
legal government and the true representative of the people of South Vietmam. Our
soldiers and people of the North were extremely enthusiatic over that great
victory.
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T-- rraciorally, Lne Zovernments of tne fraternal soclalizt countries and of many

waco-loving, Justlce-loving countries conzratulated our people for trat victory.
T Cune LO9AG, 23 countries rocoznized the Provisioral Zevolutionary Government or
“iwo Gepuolic of Jouth Yietram. Twenty-one of tnoze countries -stadlisned diplo-

maLie roelatioas.

Tie wmergence ol tne fespubilc of South Vietnam was a victory oI JTreat siznificance
1a the long struggle ol tne pecple of the Soutn in the process of winning politi
power ror the people, building a revolutionary administration, ard perfecting tha<
1iministrative system in crder to propel the revolutiorary war to victory.

T cmergence of ihe povisioral Revolutiorary Government of the Republic of Soutn
Vi.-tnam created a situation ol WO SOVEITLENTS existing side-by-side and was a
~trong blow agalnst the U.S. imperialists' plot tc use the puppet administration
as a tool for carrying out its neocolonialism and as a basis of support in pro-
lorging the war. It also defeated all bogus schemes of the J.5.-puppets about the
co-called "constitutional" and "legal" nature of the puppet administration. It
once again affirmed that the revolutionary administration of the people of the
South was certain to be victorious and that the lackey, country-selling puppet

administration was certain to collapse.
20 J.iy: Final appeal of President Ho Chi Minn.

On 20 July 1969, exactly 15 years after the signing of the Geneva Agreements on
yietnar, President Ho Chi Minh appealed for the soldlers and people of the entire
country to persist in the anti-U.S. resistance war for natlonal salvation to total
victory. That was his final appeal.

President Ho Chi Minh praised our salllers and people for having united as one,
overcoming all sacrifices and hardships, fighting very heroically, and winning a
slorious victory. fHe severely condemned the crimes and plots of the U.S. imperial-
ists.

He affirmed that "The Vietnamese people resolutely demand that all U.5. troops and
the troops of U.3. vassals be withdrawn, not only 25,000 or 250,000 or 500,000,
but all of them, unconditionally. Only thereby can the U.S. regain its honor,
prevent tens of thousands of U.S. youths from dying needlessly in South Vietnam,
and avoid mourning and sorrow in tens of thousands of U.S. families.

“after the troops of the U.S. and 1its vassals are wlthdrawn and South Vietnam is
completely liverated rom forelgn aggression, the Provisional Revolutlonary
Government, as stated in its ten-point solution, will organize a democratic gen-
eral election so that the people of Soutn Vietnam can determine their political
system, elect a constituent assembly, draft a constitution, and set up an officlal
coalition government for South Vietnam, without foreign interventlon. As long as
the U.S. troops and the puppet administration continue to exist in South Vietnam
there cannot be a truly free and democratic general electlon.
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CUne L. imperialicns nave clearly been defeated but tney are 3till unwiilire <o
abzndon thelr intention of nolding onto the South of our COUntry. The zoldisrs
and people or our entire nation , a million acting as one, ard rarifesting revolu-
tionary heroism, are not afraid of sacrifice or nardsnip, are determined -o ser-
1ot 1o and promoie the resistance, and are determi-ed to fizht ard win,figh%
util the U2, troops are completely withdrawn, Tight until the Duppet arm§ and
adminiztration ceilapse, ilberate tne South, defend the Jdortn, and advance <o the
peaceful unification of the homeland."

Preszident He Chi ¥inh's appeal of 20 July 1969 exposed Nixon's barbarcus war
Scremes and  attitude of deceiving the people of the U.3. and of the world by
sradually withdrawing U.3. troops from South Vietnam, and the rlot of staticnaing
U.J. troops in some areas of the South for a long period ¢f time. Uncle Ho af-
firmed that "The present situaticn nas completely changed, in a way favorable to
us and unfavorabvle to the enemy," and that our soldlers andpeople demand that the
U.3. ircops "must be withdrawn completely and unconditionally" and are determined
to right until final victory. During the final hours of his life President Ho Chi
Minh continued to fight for the enterprise of liberating the South, defending the
North, and unifying the homeland. His appeal was a source of great inspiration
for tne soldiers and people of our entire nation, especially those in the South,
who were fighting stubbornly under complicated circumstances at the end of 1963,

3 September: President Ho Chi Minh passes way, bequeathsa historic Testament.
Party Central Committee issues appeal.

At a time when the anti-U.S. resistance for national salvation was entering its
most flerce phase, the phase of winning a decisive victory, our people suffered

a very palnful loss: at O%7 on 3 September 1969 President Ho Chi Minh passed
away. The Party Central Committee held an urgent plenary session and approved
appeal "To the cadres, Party members, soldiers, and compatriots throughcut our
country and our compatriots abroad." The Military Commission of the Party Central
Commission and the High Command of the Vietnam People's Army also sent an appeal
"To all cadres, soldiers, national defense workers and personnel, Party members,
and Youth Union members in the pecple's armed forces."

The death of President Ho Chi Minh created a very strong, deep, and universal
Sorrow throughout the nation as well as in the world. Along with our people, the
fraternal soclalist countries and 10 nationalist countries organized national
mourning cr bereavement for President Ho Chi Minh, and more than 40 delegations
from the socialist countries arrived to participate in President Ho Chi Minh's
funeral in Hanoi. More than 23,000 telegrams and letters were sent by heads of
state, Party and state leadershlp organs, mass organizations, and progressives

of mere than 120 countries to console our people in their sorrow. Many countries
of the world organized activitles in many different forms to commemorate Chairman
Ho Chi Minh. 1In the U.3S. and a number of Western European countries the masses
concluded memorial services for President Ho Chi Minh by demonstrating and march-
ing against the war of aggression of the U.S. imperialists.

In May 1969, before he passed away, President Ho Chi Minh wrote a Testament to our

entire Party and population. In beglnning his Testament he wrote, "Our people's
antl-U.S. reslstance for national salvation, even if we must experience even more

119



aerifics and nardorip, is ezrialn to win a complete victory." e alsc wrote,
weoog-t1-U.S. recistance wWwar ray be prolonged. Cur people may nave Lo sacriilce
cuoh wealen and canpower. Tvan so, W2 must be resolved o fizht tne U.3. until
W Wint Tiral o viostory. "o ~atier what the nardships, our peoplz ars certain

so wWlr a eonpL-—oe Fithory. Tno2 U.3. imperialilsts are cerwaln Lo nave 1o Zet out
a7 our country. Jur nomeland will certainiy be unified. The pecple of ithe XNorth
Lrd ihe Soutn #ill certainly be reunited in the same house." In nis nhlstoric

7o stament, Uncle Ho carefully and profuoundly instructed our entire people and
entire army, and bequeathed 1imitless love for the future generations.

s

On “rne morning of 9 ZSaptember 1969, at Ba Diagh Square, nore +han 100,000 people
participated in the solemn funeral of President Ho Chi Minh. At the funeral
comrade Le Duan, First Secretary of the Party Central Committee, read the Testa-
ment of Cresident Ho Chi Minh arnd a eulogy, and spoke of the five unshakatle
pathc of our entire Party and population.

Carrying out the instructions in his Testament with regard to the anti-uU.S. resis-
tince war for natiornal salvation, our entire population 1 milllon as one, "trans-
Formed sorrow into revolutionary activity, pravely carried on the great work of
President Ho, and achieved his ideals and aspirations.” (Appeal of the Party Cen-
tral Committee.)

The passing away of President Ho was an extremely great loss for our Party, people,
and armed forces, and for all of progressive mankind. He bequeathed to us a very
precious legacy: his great work, thought, virtue, and style,

"Holding high the determined-to-fight-and-win flag bvestowed by Uncle Ho, with a
spirit of rushing forward on the crest of victory the people's armed forces must,
alonz with the entire population, pursue the anti-U.S. resistance war for national
salvation to complete victory, liberate the South, defend the North, advance to
tne peaceful unification of the homeland, and respond to the sacred appeal of
President Hot: "As long as there remaln aggressors in our country we must continue
to fight to sweep them out.” (Appeal of the Military Comnmission of the Party Cen-
+ral Commission and the High Command of the Vietnam People's Army.

1969: Faced with the collapse of their "limited war" stirategy, the U.S. imperial-
ists snift over to carrying out the strategy of "Vietnamizing the war" 1in
South Vietnam.

Afer our great victory in the Tet Mau Than [1968] general coffenslve and uprising,
the U.3. President Johnson was forced to adopt the policy of "de-Americanizing"” the
war. That policy had taken form in the process of defeat of the "limited war"
strategy, which was full of contradictions. The U.S5. was confronted with an
inescapable contradictlon between the fact that the large U.S. aggressor army wWas
bogged down in the South and its global strategic aspirations. On the battlefield,
the U.S. imperialists could not continue their "search and destroy" and "pacifi-
cation” strategy but had to hastily shift over to the defensive and carry out 2
strategy of "clear and hold" and rdefense in depth,"” which was contxary to the
desires of the U.S. They continued to use U.S. troops and puppet troops as the

two strategic forces. That strategy was proposed by General Abrams and was
approved by the U.S. government.
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Trabt strategy was intended <o Tulfill the Yolowlng requirements:

--Holding the citlies, the military bases, the important lines of communicatiocn,
ard the highly populated, wealthy lowland areas.

--Avoiding the inflicting of heavy losses con the U.S5. troops.
--ireventing tne disintegration and collapse of the puppet army and administration.

‘The "de-Americanization” policy of Johnscn had been implemented only a short tinme
when Nixon, who represented the most reactionary and obstinate war-loving powers

in the U.o, monopoly capital circles, because of the bankruptcy of the global
"flexible response"” strategy came up with the "Nixon Doctrine” and the "real deter-
rence"” military strategy. Nixon's goal was to restore the strength and position

of the U.3. and its role as a superpower which led the "free world.” Nixon brought
forth a new global strategy with three basic principles: 1. U.S. power; 2. The
sharing of responsibility; 3. Readiness to negotiate from a position of strengtn.
It was a strategy of retreat because of the collapse of the war of aggression in
Yietnam, but it was alsoc intended to retain the U.3. asplirations. At the same time
Nixon, who was very practical, took advantage of the collusion and treason of
international reactionaries to implement the U.S. plot.

In Asia, Nixon adopted the policy of promoting regional alliances, especially in
Southeast Asia. He especially emphasized the role of Japan and used South Vietnam
as a testing ground for rallying the lackeys in Asia tc suppress the revolutionary
movement and regarded that as the key to success of the "Nixon Doctrine" in Asia.

With regard to the South of our country, Nixon changed Johnson's 'de-Americani-
zation" policy intec a "Vietnamization" strategy, the basic objectives of which were
still to hold onto Vietnam and stop the revolutionary movement in Indochina and
Southeast Asia, while at the same time reducing the U.3. involvement in the land
war and avoiding a disgraceful defeat for the U.S. The true nature of that policy
Was using Vietnamese to fight Vietnamese, and using Indochinese to fight Indo-
chinese, with U7.S. munitions and commanders. It was an integral part of a global
strategy in which the U.S. imperialists still had high hopes.

¥ixon's "Vietnamization" strategy was ldentical to the "de-Americanization" policy
of Johnson in the withdrawal of U.S. troops, in the maintenance and strengthening
of the puppet army and administration in order to keep the South in the orbit of
U.S. neocolonialism, and in the status of defeat, passivity, and deescalation. But
it must be noted that the "Vietnamization" strategy opened the way for a new plan
by new powers in the U.S. who were represented by Nixon.

If "de~-Americanization," the method of deescalating the war during the final phase
of the hapless Johnson administration, was a plan to merely withdraw U.5. troops,
"Vietnamization" would withdraw an important part of the U.S. troops in order to
reduce the difficulties in the U.S. and avoid an excessively obvious defeat that
could harm U.S. interests in the U.S. and in the world, and to gain time in order
to create a balance that would allow the U.S. to prolong the situation. On that
basis, the U.S. would negotiate with us from a position of strength.
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Trat was a new stirategic policy, an all-rcund military, political, and economic plan
trat was intended to maintain the U.S. neccolonial regime in Scuth Vietnam. That
was clearly stated by Nixon on 18 February 1970, when he discussed that strategy
within the scope of the "Nixon Doctrine": "Vietnamization is not a substitute for
negotiations but will serve to further the negotiations.”

Internationally, Nixon sought all ways to ally with Chinese expansicnism and hege-
monizm and use Vietnam az something to be bartered between each other, in order to
limit aid for our resistance war so that the revolutionary movement in the South of
ovr country would "gradually weaken and wither away," and stepped up diplomatic
activities in support of the "Vietnamization" strategy.

The "Nixon Doctrine” was tried out first in Vietnam, so the Nixon clique made wvery
great, very concentrated efforts to carry it out in a barbarcus, wlly manner in
three forms, which they called the war to win control of the population, the
strangulation war, and the destruction war. They wanted to create a kind of com-
bined counterrevolutionary violence with maximum strength. They combined poli<ical,
economic, and cultural schemes with espionage warfare in order to eliminate the
infrastructure of the revolution and build the infrastructure of neocolonialism.

Just after the appearance of Nixon's "Vietnamization" strategy the Politlcal Bureau
of our Party Central Committee, meeting in April 1969, regarded it as a U.S. policy
that had been adopted in a situation of defeat and stalemate, and as being full of
interral contradictions that could not be overcome:

~-First, they had been forced to passiwvely deescalate out of defeat and weakness,
but they wanted to be able to deescalete from a position of strength; they wanted
to reduce their forces and expenses but also wanted to create strength.

--5econd, they had to deescalate and gradually withdraw the U.S. troops but also
wanted to strengthen the puppets so that they could replace the U.S5. troops, some-
think the puppet troops could not de while there were still more than 500,000 U.S3.
troops.

--Third, they were forced to deescalate and withdraw U.S. trcops as soon as possible
in order to reduce casualties and war expenditures, but the puppet army was becom-
ing weaker so the U.S. had to prolong the war, and the more they prolonged the

war the more casualties and difficulties rose to levels unacceptable to the U.S.

--Fourth, if the U.S. could not withdraw its troops the internal contradictlons
within the U.S. ruling circles and the contradiction between the people and the
U.3, government would become increasingly serious. But if the U.S. troops were
Wwithdrawn the puppets would be in even greater danger of collapsing. The puppets
felt that they were being abandoned, so the contradictions between the U.S. and
the puppets and the contradictions within the puppet factions would become increag-
ingly fierce.

Fifth, inapplying the "clear and hold" military strategy, at a time when the war
objectives of the U.S. were committing aggression, winning control of the popula-
ticon and cccupylng land, it was necessary to take the offensive. Slace their of-
fensives and counter offensives had been defeated, how could a defensive strategy
help the U.S. attain its aggressive goals?
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e—iseel, e D0 -puppet ‘orces would net increase but might decreasze. The respon-
sibilitiso of the puppet army would be very heavy and tney couid not do the job
when wWe attacked strongly.

Tvee "Nixon Doctrine" and the "Vietnamization" strategy, although very wily and
insidious, were conceived hastily and merely reflected tne degperatlion, defeat, and
deciine of the U.S. imperialists, who were increasingly isolated politicaliy, were
divided internally, had poor morale, and had lost all confidence.

The bankruptey of the "Vietnamization" strategy of the U.3. imperialists during
the next few years proved that the above analysis by our Party was very correct and
Wwine.

19790
January 1970: The Party Oentral Committee holds its 18th Plenum.

The great victory of the general offensive and uprising of the spring of 1968 led
trne anti-U.5. resistance war for mational salvation to a new phase, the phase of
winning a decisive victory.

In order to lead the resistance war in the new phase, in Jaauary 1970 the Farty
Central Committee held its 18th Plenum to review the development of the war situ-
ation since ihe beginning of the 1968 spring season, especially to review the
situation in 1969, and to set forth policies and miscions regarding the major tasks
which were appropriate to the new developments of the situatlon.

The Party Central Committee agreed unanimously with the Political Bureau resolu-
tions which correctly evaluated and analyzed the situation and analyzed the
strengths and weaknesses of ourselves and the enemy, and the predictions of the
Political Bureau regarding possible developments 1in the situation.

With regard to the characteristics of that phase, the resolution of the 18th Ple-
num observed that we were developing the offensive strategy of revolutionary war
to a new height and creating a new strategic situation in the war, for we were
carrying out a general offensive-general uprising at a time when the enemy still
had large forces. Therefore, the new phase would be a long process, an exiremely
difficult, fierce, and complicated phase. With regard to the enemy, the U.S,
imperialists, reorienting their strategy and carrying out thelr plot to "Vietnam-
ize the war," were concentrating on resolving the question of how many U.3. troops
should and could be withdrawn, and withdrawn over what period of time, so that the
puppets would not fall apart and so that Vietnam would not become a problem in
Nixon's 1972 presidential campalgn.

The decisive period would be the latter part of 1970 and 1971, during which time
we would have to resolutely step-up our all-round attacks and smash the enemy’s
"Vietnamization" plot.

The Party Central Committee set forth the following mission for the new phase:
"Mobilizing the greatest possible efforts on the part of the entire Farty, the
entire army, and the entire population in both parts of our country; bullding on
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Eri: victories that have been won; persisting in and promoting the resistance war;
continuing to comprehensively, continuously, am strongly develop our offensive
strategy; promoting the military, political, and economic offensive, in combi-
ration with the diplomatic offensive; both attacking and endeavoring teo build in-
creasingly larger and stronger military and political forces; defeating the enemy's
plot to gradually deescalate and prolong the war in order to create a position of
strength in hopes of maintaining their neocclonialism in South Vietnam; defeating
the onemy's defensive sirategic posture; creating a new transformation in the war
situation and winning step-by-step victories leading to a decisive victory; and
fizhting until the U.5. must withdraw all of its trocops and until the puppets col-
lapse, thus creating the basic conditions for achieving an independent, democratic,
peaceful, and neutral South and advancing to the unification of the nation.”

The rarty Central Committee corrected the deflciencies of the recent perlod and
stressed the necessity of correctly applying the slogan of promoting an all-round
offensive; attacking militarily, politicalliy, and diplomatically; putiing into
offect the slogan of attacking in all three areas; correctly applying the strategic
slogan of protracted fighting, and on that basis endeavoring to win a decisive vic-
tory within a relatively short period of time by defeating the enemy's defensive
strategy in the new phase, defeating the scheme of the U.5. and its lackeys to
"Vietnamize the war,” and smashing the aggressive will of the U.S. imperiallistis.

With regard to the fighting the Central Committee deemed it necessary +to step-up
the concentional fighting by the main-force troops, and that i1t was necessary to
resolutely bring about a strong transformation in the local guerrilla warfare
movement and to strongly develovo all three kinds of troops, with emphasls on the
elite forces of all three kinds, and strengthen the on-the-spot armed forces.

The Party Central Committee stressed that the rear-services task was one of stra-
tegic importance and the importance of organizing truly solid strateglc rear-
services echelons and doing a good job of ensuring campaign and tactical rear
services, with emphasis on developing the on-the-spot rear services capabllities.

It foresaw that the situatlion in Kampuchea could become complicated, that the sup-
ply route to Nam Bo and party the supply route to the Central Highlands, could be
cut off, and that it was necessary to begin the construction of a pipeline netwak,
develop the river routes, and increase the scale of the land routes.

In view of that situation, special attention was paid to coordinating in combat
with the Laotian soldiers and people in central and southern Laos, and regarded
that as an urgent, pressing requirement the good fulfillment of which required
active advance preparations.

While paying atiention to all three strateglc areas, it was necessary to stirengthen
the Party's leadership in the cities and promote the military and political strug-
zle in the rural areas, launch a high tlde of mass uprilsings, endeavor to win and
keep the people, expand the liberated area, and defeat the enemy's plan to "pacify"
the rural areas.

With regard to the North, in the period following the cessatlon of U.S. bombing 1t
Wwas necessary to continue the enterprise of urgently building socialism, have a
plan for fulfilling the sacred responsibility of the great rear area for the great

124



front line and always ve preparad to fight ard fight well, defeat all armed Dro-
vocatlon plots or plots to expand the war of aggression of the U.3. imperialists
and tneir lackeys, endeavor to fulfill our international responsibilities ard aid
the Laotlan revolution, and prepare to coordinate closely with the Laotian soldiers
axd people in order o cope with the worst possible contingengiles cznould :he enemy
expand tne war to Laos and Kampuchea because of their passivity and defe=at in tne
south.

The resclution of the 18th Plenum of the Party Central Committee made a correct,
creative analysis of the characteristics of the situation, clearly pointed out the
strengths and weaknesses of ourselves and the enemy, and expressed determination to
step up the all-round offensive. The Party Central Committee also provided speci-
Tlc guidance regarding our actions should the U.3. imperialists expand the war to
Kampuchea and Laos. We would continue to maintain the offensive, inflict neavy
losses on the enemy, win a great victory, and fulfill the requirements of "creating
a new transformation in the war situation, win step-by-step victories, and advance
to the winning of a decisive victory."

February 1970: Publication of the work "Under the Glorious Flag of the Party, for
Independence, Freedom, and Socialism Advance to the Winning of New
Victories" by comrade Le Duan.

On the occasion of the three major anniversaries in 1970 (the 40th anniversary of
the founding of the Party, the 25th anniversary of the founding of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, and the 100th anniversary of the birth of Lenin),our Party
published theoretical works by the Party's leadership cadres, including the work
"Under the Glorious Flag of the Party, for Independence, Freedom, and Socialism
Advance to the Winning of New Victories" by comrade Le Duan.

It was an impertant document of our Party, a work with the distinctive flavor of
Vietnamese revolutionary theory which contributed to further illuminating our
Party's correct, creative revolutlonary line and the great revolutionary thought
of President Ho Chi Minh, the teacher of our country's revolution. The work pro-
foundly generalized the basic problems regarding the theory and practice of the
Vietnamese revolution and presented in a relatively complete and systematic manner
the basic experiences of our country's revolutlon, signified an important develop-
ment of Vietnamese revolutionary theory and of the process of recapituiatiing

the experiences of our people's revolutionary struggle, and further enriched our
country's furd of reveolutionary theory.

The work stated that the most important factor determining victory was the leader-
ship of our Party, with its independent, autonomous, correct, and creative politi-
cal line and military line. The Party's line was one of holding high the banners
of national independence and socialism, simultaneously fulfilling two closely
interrelated revelutlonary missions -- the people's democratic national revolu-
tion in the South and the socialist reveolution in the North -- in order to achleve
the common objectives of completing the pecple's democratic national revolution
throughout the country, unifying the homeland, and creating conditions for advanc-
ing the entire nation to socialism. With that line, the Farty was aole to mobilize
to the maximum degree the powerful forces of our people throughout the natlon,
combine the great frontline with the great rear area, combine the strength of our
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neople with the strength of the three revolutionary currents of the era, and create
combined strength with which to fight and defeat the U.5.

Thnat work, the crystaliization of the collective intelligence of our Party and
people over aperiod of 40 years of combat that was full of hardship and sacrifice
but was extremely herolc, intelligent, creative, and full of glorlous victeries,
relected the absolute revolutionary stand and offensive revolutlonary spirit of
the working class and the tradition of resolute, unyielding struggle of the Viet-
namese people.

The work also illuminated the basic problems of our Party's military line. That
military line, which had been affirmed in many documents and resolutions of the
Party Central Committee and its Military Commission, proved to be very correct and
had a peerless strength because it was based directly on our Party's correct polit-
ical line. The Party's strategic line and revolutionary metheds in the democratic
national revolution and line toward the socialist revolution referred to in that
work were the political and theoretical bases of the basic matters in the Party's
military line. Only by firmly grasping the revolutlonary directlon, objectives,
and missions of the Party can one fully understand the political objectives '

of revolutionary warfare and our army's combat objectives. Only by clearly under-
standing the scientific deployment of large revelutlonary forces can one fully
understand the line of building the forces of revolutionary war and the people's
armed forces. Only by being embued with the revolutlonary methods can one under-
stand and creatively apply the war-waglng mode and military art of people's war.

24 and 25 April: The High-Level Indochinese People’s Conference.

On 18 March 1970 the U.S. imperialists ordered the Lon Nol-Sirik Matak lackeys to
carry out a coup d'etat in Kampuchea and overthrow the Sihanouk government. Then,
on 30 April, they embarked upon a military adventure by invading Kampuchea. Step-
ping up the "special war” in Laos and expanding the war to Kampuchea, the U.S.
imperialists wanted to create conditions for "Vietnamizing" the war in South Viet-
nam while also making Saigon, Phnom Penh, and Bangkok into an effective axis for
dividing, isolating,and repressing the resistance war of the people of the South
and rule the people of the Indochinese countries and Southeast Asla.

But the situation did not develop in accordance with the calculations and desires
of the U.S. A broad natlonal front -- the "Kampuchean National United Front" --
was formed in Kampuchea, and the Kampuchean National Monarchy and the Kampuchean
National Liberation Army. The people of Kampuchea were determined to arise and
fight "against all aggressive plots and acts of the U.S. imperialists and for the
overthrow of the dictatorship of their lackeys headed by Lon Nol and Sirik Matak,
in order to build a democratic, peaceful, neutral, democratlic, and prosperous
and prospercus Kampuchea." (Program of the Kampuchean Natlional Unlted Front.)

With a spirit of militant solidarity against the common enemy -- the U.S. imperial-
ists -- the High-Level Indochinese People's Conference, made up of the leaders of
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the Republic of South Vietnam, Laos, and Kam-
puchea, which met on 24 and 25 April 1970,was very successful and signified a new

developmental step in the history of the militant solidarity of the people of the
three countries and the history of the maturization and growth of the anti-im-

perialist Indochinese people.
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Juring the opening session of the Conference comrade Le Duan said, "With the
momentun of the victory of the national liberation struggle in our three countries,
ard in the very serious present situation caused by the intervention and aggres
sion of the U.3. imperialists, the High-Level Indochinese Pecple's Conferernce will
strengthen the solidarity, and tighten the ranks, of the people of Xampuchea, Laos,
arnd Vietnam, 30 that they can persist in and step up their stubborn, fierce combat
and advance to winning a complete victory."

The Conference issued a Jjoint declaration which had the nature of a fighting pro-
gram of the people of the three Indochinese countries, and was at the same fime a
cnarter regarding the relationships among the peoples of the three neighboring
countries, who were uniting against the common enemy.

The victory of the High-Level Conference of the people of the three Indochinese
countries reflected the victories of the military and political struggle of the
people of Vietnam, Kampuchea, and Lacs, and served to strongly stimulate that
struggle. The fierce retaliatory blows struck against the U.S. imperialists and
their lackeys on the Indechinese battlefields in 197C-1971, especially on the

Lao and Kampuchean battlefields, proved that the people of the Indochinese coun-
tries profoundly understook that the destinies of the three Indechinese countries
were closely interrelated: none of them could live a tranquil, free life while the
territory of another was still occupled by imperialist aggressors.

The victory of the High-Level Indochinese People's Conference was not only contrary
tc the intentions of the U.S. imperialists but was alsc a defeat for the expan-
sionism and big-nation negemonism of China, which wanted to sell out the people of
Vietnam, Laos, and Kampuchea to the U.3. for a profit, and was preparing a scheme
of long-term expansionism in the Indochinese Peninsula. (When we decided to hold
the High-Level Indochinese People's Conference, China campaigned for the conven-
ing of a conference of five countries and six sides to oppose Japan, in hepes of
deflecting the revolutionary objectives of the three Indochinese countries. Fail-
ing at that, it sought all ways to direct the resistance wars of the three Indo-
chinese countries for its own ugly purposes. But its scheme was rejected by the
representatives of the three Indochinese countries.)

19 June: Resoclution of the Political Bureau Conference regarding the "New Situ-
ation on the Indochinese Peninsula and Our New Missions."

3ince the beginning of 1970 the U.3.-puppets had made very great efforts and car-
ried out the most reckless acts of adventurism, especially on the Kampuchean and
Laos battlefields, just as forseen by the Political Bureau in April 1969 ard the
resolution of the 18th Plenum of the Party Central Committee in January 1970. Our
soldiers and pecople, implementing the resolutlons of the Farty and the sacred
Testament of President Ho Chi Minh, clesely allled with Kampuchea and Laos,
and with a creative spirit, not regreting sacrifices, and overcoming all 4iffi-
culties and hardships, won a great victory. Since then, the new develcpments in
the war situation had posed many new problems. The Political Bureau concluded
that it was possible to, and that it should, promptly set forth policies and lead-
ership measures to advance the revolution te the winning of a decisive victory.
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On 19 June 1970 the Polltical Bureau issued a resolution on "The new situation on
st Indochinese Peninsula and our new mission.”

Arter reviewing the developments regarding the enemy since the beginning of the
year, the Political Bureau observed that "although heavily defeated, due to their
extremely obstirate nature, aad because they still have potentlal, the U.S5. imper-
ialists will seek ways to prolong the war, simultaneously deescalating and launch-
ing limited counteroffensives, simultaneously withdrawing U.S. troops and continu-
ing adventuristic acts while in a passive, defeated state. They may also seek ways
to 2xpand the war of aggression to the countries of the Indochinese reninsula in a
manner, and to the legree, they consider appropriate and advantageous, to assist
"Vietnamization"” in Soutnh Vietnam and in order to suppress the Kampuchean and Lao-
tian revolutions. At the same time, they will have their lackeys set up a new
strategic line encompassing South Vietnam, Kampuchea, Laos, and Thailand and en-
deavor to rally the other reactionary forces in Asia to help out the U.S. imperial-
izts on the Indochinese battlefield and form regional alilances to suppress the
national liberation movement, stop the influence of socialism, and prepare a stag-
ing area from which to attack the socialist camp.”

On the basis of analyzing the weaknesses and strengths of the enemy, the Follitical
Bureau =zet forth our new mission: "Mobilizing the greatest possible efforts on the
part of the Party, the population, and the troops in both the South and the North
of our country, strengthening the militant solidarity of the people of the three
Indochinese countries, forming a unlted blec with a common strategy, and persisting
in and promoting the naticnal-salvation wars of the pecple of the three countries
against the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys.” Specifically:

With regard to South Vietnam, "the most important battlefield in the anti-U.S3.
resistance war for national salvation of the pecple of the three Indochinese coun-
tries," and the place where our forces and those of the enemy are concentrated, so
our victory and the enemy's defeat would determine the development of the political
and military situation on the Indochinese Peninsula. The speciflc mission of the
South of our country was to "persist in and promote the resistance war, more closely
combine military struggle with political struggle and military proselyting, continue
to builld an increasingly stronger offenslive strategy, annihilate large U.S5.-puppet
military forces, annihilate and disintegrate an important part of the lackey puppet
army, concentrate forces to smash their 'pacification' plan and 'Vietnamization'
plot, and defeat their defensive strategy teo preolong the war.

It was necessary to take advantage of the fact that the enemy were bogged down on
the Kampuchean battlefield to step up our activities in the Mekong Delta and
threaten Saigon and the other ciltiles.

The Kampuchean battlefield, a recently created one, was the enemy's weakest link

on the Indochinese Peninsula. There was being waged there a special kind of aggres-
sive war, with local lackey forces supported by the U.3., with U.S. troops particl-
pating directly, and with the South Vietnamese puppet troops serving as the hard
core, Our common mission was toc "endeavor toc help our frields grasp the oppor-
tunity, continue to develop their status of continuous offensive, and strongly
advance the Kampuchean revolution. It was necessary to annihilate or rout the major
part of the puppet army and administration at the various echelons; attack them so
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trey do not have time to consolidate; promote guerrilla warfare and mass uprisirgs
in vact rural areac; develop and consolidate in all respects; surround, isolate, and
Attack the cities still contrclled by the enemy; step up the political stiruggie;

aut the lines of communication; sabotage the enemy's economic activities; and ve
prepared to defeat all of their plots to regain lost territory. "The matter of
anrinilating the South Vietnamese puppet army, the enemy's hard-core Torce on

that battlerield, is a mattsr of strategic importance.” In the immediate future,

it would be necessary to 3tep up the offensive in the direction of Phnom renh,
rnreaten the enemy's capital, and combine military attacks with mass uprlsings, a
coup d'otat, and military revolts.

With regard to the Laos battlefleld, since the war had been expanded to £ampuchea,
Lacs had taken on an increasingly crucial importance, especially in central and
southern Laos, for it was a corridor which connected the rear area in the north of
our country with the South Vietnam and Kampuchea battlefields. Our mission was to
"endeavor to assist and coordinate with our friends, continue to amplify tne recent
yictories, resolutely attack the enemy in all respects, and advance the Laotlan
revolution. We must mobilize all effortis to annihilate an even more important part
of the reactionaries' military forces and political forces, endeavor to expand and
consulidate the vast liberated area in all respects in accordance with a comprehen-
sive, leong-range plan, step up guerrilla warfare and political struggle along the
Mekong River, and step up the political struggle in the city.” It was essentlal
that during the coming period we helped our friends and jolned them in expanding
and developing the central-southern laos area into an increasingly stronger bass
area, and in defending the strategic corridor, which was extremely important to us.

The North of our country was not only the greai rear area for the great front line
in the South, but was also the common rear area of the Laotian and Kampuchean
revolutions. The mission of our people in the Nortnh was to "Mobilize manpower and
materiel for the front and make the greatest possible contribution to the national-
salvation anti-U.S. resistance war of our people in the South and of the people of
iacs and Kampuchea,"” and to "truly manifest a spirit of revolutionary vigilance,
always be prepared to fight and fight well, and defeat all provocative plots of the
U.3. imperialists to expand thelr war of aggression.”

Predicting the development of the situation, the Political Bureau observed that:
"First, the U.S.-puppet could be defeated on the Kampuchean bvattlefield, which
could exacerbate their contradictions and weakresses, cause the situation in
Kampuchea to undergo sudden changes, and create a good opportunity for us to

win a victory relatively quickly. Second, the revolution could develop victorlous-
ly but still have certain difficulties, the U.S. imperialists could continue to
intensify and expand the war, and the war could become stalemated and be prolonged.
We must try to bring about the first possibility, defeat the plots orf the U.S.
imperialists to prolong and intensify their war of aggression, win step-by-step
victories, advance to winning a decisive victory, and chase the U.S. imperialists
from the Indochinese Peninsula.

In order to fulfill that strategic mission, the Political Bureau stressed the
necessity of grasping and correctly applying the laws of people's war and a stra-
tegic motto appropriate to the new situation, create a strategic offensive status
in the Indochinese theater by making all-out efforts to build increasingly stronger
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armcd forces and political forces on the battlefields, zo all-out in building up
the direet rear area, expand and strengthen the base areas, and do a good job of
the strategic and campaign rear-services work. .

The June 1970 resolution of the Political Bureau brovided very important, timely
zuldance for our pecple's anti-U.3. resistance war for national salvation, at a
time wnen the U.S. imperialists were expanding the war throughout the Indochinese
Peninsula. With its accurate analysis and evaluation of the forces and strategic
positions of the enemy and of ourselves, the resolution set forth correct, incisive
missions and requirements and directed our entire Party, entire army, and entire
popuiation to unite closely with the two fraternal countries in order to advance
together to the winning of a new victory.

L970:  Our armed forces and the soldiers and people of Kampuchea defeat the U.S.-
puppet operations, enable Kampuchean revolution to take a great-leap-forward
developmental step into the new phase.

After the reactionary coup d'etat overthrew the Sihanouk government, on 30 April
1970 the U.S. imperialists mobilized 100,000 troops, made up of 50,000 U.S. troops
and 50,000 Saigon puppet troops, invaded Kampuchea and expanded the war on the In-
dochinese Peninsula. Their objective was to get rid of Kampuchean neutrality,
which did not benefit the schemes of the U.S. imperialists and bring Kampuchea
into the U.S. orbit; interdict our supply route passing through Kampuchea, destroy
the direct strategic rear area of the Nam Bo battlefield, first of all breaking up
the threat of our attacks on their vital areas; and upset our preparations to
launch large-scale attacks on Saigon and in the Mekong Delta.

Between 30 April and 30 June they carried out 23 operations in east and southeast
Xoal Rieng (29 May - 6 June) in the Mimot-Snul area (1 May to 30 June), and in the
Takeo-eastern Kampot area (17 May to 22 May), with 75 infantry battalions (12 of
them U.S. battalions), 22 artillery battalions, and 7 mechanized battalions and
squadrons. The area of operations was six provinces along the Vietnam-Kampuchea
torder (Takeo, Kampot, Kongpong Cham, Xoai Rieng, FPray Veng, Ratanakire), extending
30-40 kilometers -- at one point 80 kilometers -- into Kampuchea,

When the U.S, sent txroops across the border into Kampuchea the Party Central Com-
mittee promptly instructed the Central Office, South Vietnanm [COSVN and Regional
Military Commission: "Make good use of time in preparing forces and plans to,
along with our friends, occupying and expanding the liberated area in seven border
provirces, from our border to the bank of the Mekong River, while also helping our
friends set up guerrilla zones in the southwest, north, and northwest. The main-
force troops in the border area not only have the mission of continuing to fight
the U.S.-puppet forces in our country but also have the mission of attacking reso
resolutely, in coordination with our friends,to broaden the front, expand the
rear-area liberated area in XKampuchea, and defeat the U.S. rlot."

The Political Bureau observed that although the U.S. coup d'etat and invasion of
Kampuchea created a number of difficulties for us, the U.S. was deescalating in
Vietnam and the puppet troops, who were belng stretched out to replace the U.S.
troops, now had to man a new front, and the Lon Nol army was very weak. That
battlefield was the enemy's weakest link in Indochina. It was an act of adventur-
ism by the enemy and was avery serlous mistake on their part. We had to fight

130



rapidly, strongly, and offectively, organize a new offensive battlefizld position,
and launch an all-round offensive before they have stabilized thelr positiorn.

™ Political Bureau regard Kampuchea as "a rather important area internatiorally,
5o we must prevent or limit the presence of international reactlonary forces tners.
We nad to work rapidly and strongly; the more strongly the Kampuchean people arose
e more perplexed the imperiallists and the other reactionary forces who nad
eacerly lntervened 1in Kampuchea became.

The observations and directives of the Political Bureau and the Military Commiszsion
of the Party Central Committee were Very timely and accurate. Therefore, wnen the
U...-puppets launched their operations our armed forces prepared to fight the

cnemy ceaselessly and inflict heavy losses on them, especilally in the Chup, Dam

2=, and Snul areas.

On 30 June 1970, because of their heavy defeats and the pressure of the people of
*he world, the U.3. army had to withdraw from Kampuchea and only provide heavy air
support (170 tons of bombs per day) for the Saigon puppet army, to help that gang
hold out with 20 battalions.

Our armed forees, in coordination with the soldiers and people of Kampuchea, by
June 1970 killed or wounded 170,000 U.S.-puppet soldiers, more than 1,500 military
vehicles —- including 750 tanks and armored vehicles -- were knocked out or set
afine, and 20 airplanes were shot dowm. By November 1970 we had killed 54,785 of
the enemy (including 13,770 Americans), wiped out 9 tattalions and 71 ilnfantry com-
panies (2 tattalions and 19 companies were U.S.), inflicted heavy losses on a
regiment and 17 battalions (including 5 U.S. battalions), 83 infantry companies
(including 15 U.3. companies), captured 445 weapons of the various kinds, destroyed
520 airplanes, 3,375 vehicles, 66 ships and boats, 374 artillery pieces, and 78
depots, and completely liberated 5 provinces —-- Stung Treng (May 1970), Mandukiri,
and Preah Vihar -- and liberated ost of the rural areas in 10 other provinces. The
liberated area in Kampuchea became a vast area that encompassed 61 of the 102
districts and 4,545,000 of Kampuchea's 7 million people.

Although U.S.-puppet operations in Kampuchea in 1970 caused us a certain number of
difficulties but they could not fulfill the requirements. As Westmoreland admitted
in his book "A Soldier's Report": "The raid into Cambodia, which began on 30 April,
achieved good results (?), although only part of the enemy's supply caches were
destroyed and we failled +o locate COSVN headquarters which, unfortunately, the
President told the press was the objective of the operation.” However, there were
other important defeats which Westmoreland dared not mention: they lost much
manpower and many war facilitles in those operations. The fighting against U.S.
ageression tightened the militant solidarity among the people of the three
Indochinese countries; the revolutionary movement in Kampuchea arose strongly; and
when the U.S. and its puppets sent troops outside the country, in South Vietnam,
favorable conditions were created for us to attack "pacification” and to annihilate
the enemy, so we achleved many important results.

1970: The Pathet Lao troops and the Vietnamese volunteer troops expel the enemy
from the Plaine des Jarres and 1iberate Attopeu and Saravan provinces.
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ebruary 1970: The Plaine des Jarres-Xieng Khoang victory.

In Ausust 1969 the U.3. and its lackeys in Laos launched operation "Cu Kiet" to
occupy the Flaine des Jarres-Xieng Khoang area. They were determined to hold onto
that area to serve as a staging area from which to advance deeply into the
liberated area and threaten Sam Nua, a revolutionary base area in Laos. That
operation was also intended to coordinate with the implementation of the "Vietnam-
ization” plan in South Vietnam and threaten North Vietnam from the west, while
also carrying out the strategy of "defense at a distance" by defending the Mekong
defense line of the U.S. and Thailand and protecting the headquarters lair of the
bandit Vang Pao at Long Cheng and shoring up the morale of the lackeys, which

iad declined after their defeats and Muong Xui. That was the greatest military
effort to date of the U.S. and their lackeys in Laos. They concentrated g large
force: 10 special battalions, 4 garrison battalions, 1 ranger battalion 1 mobile
battalion, 3 special reconnaissance battalions, many bandit gangs, and 5,000 Thai
soldiers wearing Laotian uniforms, a total of 12,000 troops with the support of 5
5Quadrons of U.S. fighter-bombers and 100 helicopters used for mobllity and supply,
along With a large amount of artillery. The operation was under the command of the
CIA, exercised by means of a Joint U.S.-Thai-Vang Pao command. Taking advantage
of the rainy season, the enemy troops were able to occupy the Plaine des Jarres-
Xieng Khoang area and advanced to the gateways to the Vietnanm border, such as

Ban Bau-Nong Het. Immediately afterwards, the main-force and local troops of the
Pathet Lao, the Vietnamese volunteer troops, and the units of the patriotic
neutralist forces, along with the Laotian militia and guerrillas, continuously and
fiercely attacked the enemy. The Laotian-Vietnamese revolutionary armed forces,
stopping the enemy and penetrating deeply into their formation, in 5 months of
fighting (September 1966 to January 1670) knocked out of action 4,500 of the enemy,
shot down or destroyed 13 airplanes, and inflicted heavy losses on 6 enemy
battalions.

At the beginning of February 1970 the Iaotian Military Commission decided to anni-
hilate the enemy forces and completely liberate the Plaine des Jarres-Xing Khoang
area. The offensive began on the night of 10 February 1970 and by the end of 27
February 1970 the enemy had been pushed out of their final positions in that area.
Some 6,000 of the enemy (most of them special forces) were knocked out of action
and thousands of other fled. Our friends and we captured or destroyed thousands of
weapons of the various types -- including 25 artillery peices and large-caliber
mortars, captured or destroyed 70 military vehicles (including tanks and armored
vehicles), shot down or destroyed 42 airplanes of the various types, and captured
or destroyed more than 100 radio sets. That great Plaine des Jarres-Xieng Khoang
victory was a heavy blow against the U.S. imperialists and thier lackeys smashed
their greatest military effort in a strategically important area in laos, set back
the U.S. strategic plan and scheme in Laos, and presented them with new difficul-
ties and perplexities. The comparison of forces continued to change in favor of
the Laotian revolution.

(v}
April to June 1936? Liveration of Attopeu and Saravan.
After the Plaine des Jarres-Xieng Kﬁoang victory, the Laotian-Vietnamese revoluy-
tionary armed forces continually attacked the enemy and expeled the enemy from

the Pac Beng area (Udomsay) and morthwestern Laos and liberated a vast area

132



axitending 150 <ilomsters aiong tne ¥ekong River. Combining military attacks wltih
psychological warfare, tney cleared out all of the tandits in Zam Hua Frovirce and
rart of Luang Prabang Province, took the iniative in attacking anl wiping out tne
aremy in the buffer zone in XKieng Xhoang and Beri Khamsay provinces, created and
consolidated an integrated position in the two provinces, etc. Durlng tne nilznv of
28 April and early morning of 29 April the laotian-Vietnamese revolutiorary ar—ed
forces in southern Laos, in order to defeat the U.S. imperialists' plot to

isolate and strangle tne revolutiorary wars in 3outh Vietnam and xampuchea,
launched an attack on Attopeu, a base for bandits and commandoes who speclalized in
attacking the libverated area and the tri-porder area. The enemy forces there
included the BV43 vattalion, the 4B1 battalion, a company of armed government of-
rficials, and a police company, totalling 800 in all. By 30 April the enemy garrison
totalled only 300 men, who had to abandon Attopeu and go to Nha Hon (Mt. Phu Luong
on the Bolovens Plateau). On 1 May 1970 the city of Attopeu and the surrounding
area, with a population of 10,000 were libverated.

Arter the victory at Attopeu, the Laotian- Vietnamese troops launched one attack
after another and defeated many enemy counterattacks. Ir June 1970 they attacked
the city of Saravan. The enemy troops there included the BV 41 battalion, reinfor-
ced with a 105mm howitxer, two 106.7 mm mortars, and four armored vehicles.

After suffering a heavy defeat they had to flee from the city of Saravan and a
aumber of positions around the city. On 9 June 1970 the Pathet Lao armed forces
took over management of the city and the surrounding area.

The Plaine des Jarres victory and the liberation of Attopeu and Saravanne in laos,
along with the liberation of northeastern Kampuchea in the first half of 19730, had
a very great strategic significance. They created a vast integrated strategic
area which connected the North of our country with northern lLaos, central and
southern Laos, western Tri-Thien, the Central Highlands, Nam Bo, and northeastern
Kampuchea, and formed a solid revolutionary base area in the central part of
Indochina, and strong battlefield positions for the three Indochinese countries
which bordered on one another and thus were even stronger. The U.S. imperialists
expanded their war of aggression to all of Indochina in hopes of isolating the
revolutionary movement in the South of our country, cutting off the North's aid
for the South, and weakening our people's resistance war. But with the all-out
assistance of the fraternal people of Laos our strategic supply route was even
expanded to the western Central Highlands and, with a combination of land routes
and river routes, stretched uninterrupted to the South.

The three countries of the Indochinese Peninsula, because of the acts of aggression

of the common enemy, became a single front and in fact became a unified anti-U.3.
theater, the most decisive battlefield of which was South Vietnam.

1971

February 1971t The Party Central Committee holds its 19th Plenum.

In February 1971 the Party Central Committee held its 19th Plenum to make decisions
regarding economic construction and development and strengthening the socialist

forces in the North. The plenum listened to reports and discussed our people's
anti-U.S. national salvation struggle. Thls plenum, the first after 4 years of the
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U.0, war of destruction, focused on resolving the North's ecoromic problems and
advancing the North's economy to large-scale socialist production.

In view of the situation of the U.S. imperialists' centinuing to carry out adven-
turistic acts to prolong and expand the war, the Party Central Committee once again
arfirmed that "Resisting the U.3. for national salvation is the foremost mission of
our =ntire Party, entire army, and entire population.” The plenum's resolution
Stated tne present mission of our Party, army, and population as being "carrying
out tne sacred Testament of President He Ohi Minh, persisting in and Promoting the
resistance war, manifesting a will +o fight and win, advancing to winning a com-
plete victory, liberating the South, defending the North, and advancing to the
peaceful unification of the homeland."

February to March 1971: The Route 9-Southern Laos victory,

Because of their heavy defeats on the three Indochinese battlefields in 1970, the

5. imperialists and their lackeys clearly realized their bogged-down position and
bleak prospects as they began the year 1971. But they were very obstirate and
unwilling to admit defeat, so they Jumped into a new adventyre in hopes of escaping
from their deadlocked situation.

In February 1971 they launched a large strategic operation called "Lam Son 719"
in the Route 9-southern Laos border area to attaln the following cobjectives:

1. Destroying our strategic corridor and "strangle at the throat" our supply
route to the South, in order to essentlally halt the flow of supplies, since they
had already cut off the sea rote that ended at the port of Kompong Som; 2. Testing
the South Vietnamese puppet troops in carrying out the "puppet infantry plus U.S.
rirepower” formula of the "Vietnamization" Strategy by sending them to challenge
the North Vietnamese main-force troops in the jungles-and-mountains area contig-~
uous to the North, in order to, on that basis, complete the "Vietnamization” plan
in 1972; 3. Setting up a barrier line to eut Indochina in two, create a strong
position for themselves in the South of our country, threaten the North, and sup-
port their special war in Laos and war of aggression in Kampuchea.,

We very accurately grasped their intentions and correctly predicted their opera-
tional plan, so we prepared a meticulous cperational plan of our own. Cur Party
made the decision to, by means of a large, strategic counteroffensive campaign, win
a strategic victory to change the situation on the Irdochinese battlefield, imflict
a baslc defeat on the "Vietnamization" Strategy and the plot of the U.S. imperial-
ists to isolate our main-force units and push them out of the South, and advance
the resistance war a step further.

On 9 February 1971 the Military Commission of the Party Central Commission directed
our armed forces to respond to the followlng appeal of the Party Central Committees
"Concentrate forces, resolutely annihilate large numbers of the U.S.-puppet man-
power and war facilities, defend by all means the supply routes to the fronts, and
in coordination with the other battlefields and the fraternal people of Laos and
Kampuchea, smash the military adventure acts of the U.S. imperlalists and their
lackeys"; and to advance to winning total victory in the campaign.
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Witn resard to the zulding thoughts of the fighting 1n the campalgn, the Milltary
Commission of the Party Central Committee pointed out that it #as nscessary to te
sxtremely positive and active, resourceful and flexible, and courageous, continual-
ly attack the =nemy, fight to completely wipe out the =nemy, master the battelleld,
capture prisoners, capture weapons, wWin a smashing victory in the very first
vatsle, exploitall fighting metnods, combine small-scale, medium-scale, and large-
scale figniing, filght the eremy while they are on the move, resolutely anninilate
the enemy urnder all circumstances, take advantage of and create opportunities,

maze zood use of time to fight and defeat the enemy; wnen the anemy come out,
anninilate them, when the enemy bunch up, resolutely smash and annihilate tnem;
when the enemy troops flee, resolutely pursue them; both annihllate the ensmy ard
defend tie supply lines, bases, and depots; pav attention to fighting enemy air-
planes and to wiping out enemy mechanized facilities and artillery; and pay atten-
tion to anti-aircrait and anti-chemical activities, to feints, and to doinga good
Joo of maintaining secrecy. :

As far as the enemy were concerned, thelr campaign was one of the "Vietnamization"
variety which was intended to win a military and political victory for the puppet
army and administratlon, so they concentrated nearly all of the strategic reserve
forces of the puppet army and part of the forces of I Corps. There were 47 infan-
try battalions, 9 armored squadrons, and 21 artillery battallions,most of them
puppet units, while the U.S5. contributed 7 infantry battallons and 2 mechanized
battalions, but they served as rear-area Ieserve forces.,

There were 45,000 enemy troops in all, 20,000 of wnhich were from Saigon's most
clite strategic reserve forces. There was a vey high degree of coordination with
the U.S. Air force, which had much modern technical equipment. With such forces,
they were very subjective and calculated that by the second day of the operation
they would have taken Xepon, and then advance to Savannakhet and form a barrier
spliting Indochina into two.

From the very beginning the enemy were halted because they ran up against incessant
counterattacks. They were attacked everywhere, and all of them were attacked. OQur
on-the-spot forces, in coordination with the mobile units and with the close
cooperation of the armed Pathet Lao troops, attacked contlinuously and fought very
pravely and skilfully. In 43 days of fighting the soldiers and people of Vietnam
and Laos smashed the enemy's operation, killing more than 23,000 orf the enemy,
destroying or shooting down nearly 500 airplanes of the various kinds, and captur-
ing nearly £00 military venicles and 150 artillery peices., The enemy troops rem-
nants fled in all directions and many of them were captured, including a brigade
commarder. The battles at Ban Dong, Cha Ki bridge, Lao Bao, etc., woere historic
feats of arms of the Vietnamese and Laotian armed forces.

1+ coordination with the Route 9-Southern Laos battlefield, our soldiers and people
from Tri-Thien to the Central Highlands, Zone 5, and Nam Bo launched widespread
attacks against the enemy, especially 1n northern Quang Tri and the Central High-
lands. In general, the situatlion on the southern battlefield clearly improved.

The Laotian soldiers and people in northern and southern Laos coordinated very
well, stepped up their attacks, developed thelr victories, and achieved shattering
accomplishments: in southexn Lacs, on 13 February the soldiers and people of Laos
attacked Long Cheng —-- the ranger base of theCIA and Vang Pao; in lower Lacs, on
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18 Mareh the revolutionary forces chased the enemy from - 2 southeastern part of
tne 3Bolovens Plateau and after that, on the crest of viet:ry entered Pac Soong and
Ban Nnich and liberated the entire Bolovens Plateau (15 May to 11 June 1971).

On the Kampuchea battlefield, the revolutionary forces moved up. close to Phonom
Penh, attacked the Pochentong airfield, destroyed many airplares, and killed enemy
polots. The greatest victory was the counteroffensive campaign along Route 7 and
the defeat of the "Toan Thang" operation by Salgon puppet troops and Kampuchean
puppet troops from 4 February to 17 April 1971.

With regard to the significance of Route 9-southern Laos victory the Political
Bureau made the following evaluation:

First, the victory of that campaign was very great and had a strategic signifi-
cance. In addition to the defeat of the large enemy operation on the Kampuchean
vtattlefield, the victory on the southern Laos front created prospects for defeat-~
ing the U.S. "Vietnamization" policy militarily.

The defeat of the most elite Saigon forces also weakened their hard-core role in
implementing the Nixon Doctrine of using Indochinese to defeat Indochinese. There-
fore, the victory had a very great significance with regard to the war sltuation,
not only in the South of our country but also in the two neighboring countries.

Second, that victory was a brilliant victory of the line of resisting the U.S. for
national salvation, the military line, and the war guidance art, of our Party in
the phase of the implementation of the "Vietnamization" strategy, the high point
of the process of adventurism to expand the war to all of Indochina. We flrmly
grasped the strategic offensive concept, created a new battlefield position,
created a new strategic opportunity, and achieved close coordination among the
soldiers and people of Vietrnam, Laos, and Kampuchea in the spirit of Indochina be-
ing one battlefield, stepped up attacks to annihilate the enemy and destroy
"pacification," and closely combined military, political, and diplomatic struggle.

Third, it was a successful applicatlion of campaign art, and was an axemplary
large~scale annihilation campaign., It creatively developed fighting methods that
were created in the process of revolutionary war which has a Vietnamese flavor.
At the same time, 1t also provided us very basic experlence in the guidance, or-
ganization, and development of armed forces, especlally the main-force troops.

The Route 9-Southern lLaos victory was a common victory of the three Indochinese
countries in anti-U.S. solidarity. That victory was won on the basis of the new
developments in the fight of the people of the three fratermal countries, with
regard to which the people of each country made an important contribution.

January to May 1971: A counteroffensive and offensive on the Kampuchean battle-
fielq.

4 February to 4 March: Defeat of the "Toan Thang 1-1971" Operation of the Saigon
' puppet army.

The U.S. and 1ts puppets had many hopes for that operation: surprising, surround-
ing,and annihilating an important part of our main-force units; destroying our
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revoluticnary bases, supply depots,and lines of communication; reopening Route 7;
setting up a barrier line in eastern and northeastern Kampuchea; and winning a
political victory to bolster the lackeys in Phnom Pernh. They also regarded it

as a major operation to coordinate wlth the '"Lam Son 719" operation in the Route
g-Southern Laos area.

In order to ensure victory they threw in rather large numbers of troops. t the
nighest point, in “ompong Cham and Kratie provinces they used 34 infaniry battal-
ions, 5 armorsd regiments, and 8 artillery regiments totalling about 23,000 men,
Wwith 15 U.S. Air Force squadrons providing air support or transportation.

They divided into two major columns. The main column (19 battalions) started out
from the Crech Kandom Crum base and surrounded the Chup plantation, while the
secondary column (the 9th Regiment) started out from the Snul base and advanced
northward. Furthermore, there were a humber of small coordimating columns of
Saigon puppet troops and Phnom Penh puppet troops. They intended to carry out the
campaign from February to May 1971.

But the results of the operation were contrary to their expectations. They were
continually attacked by our main-force unlts, were defeated step-by-step, and
ultimately had to abandon the operation in March 1971. Our main attacks were the
battle Kompong Cham, which lasted from &% to 12 February, in which we attacked the
enemy in the Chup area; a serles of battles between 13 and 26 February in which

we attacked the main enemy column, which had shifted over to the Dam Ee-So Long
area; and between 27 February and 3 April attacked enemy troops fleeing the Dam Be
area.

Between 4 February and 17 April, in Kompong Cham and Xratle our forces, along with
the soldiers and people of Kampuchea, killed or wounded more than 17,000 of the
enemy (180 Americans ard 1,500 Phnom Penh puppet soldlers), captured 500 Saigon
puppet troops, Phnom Penh puppet troops, and Amerlcans, wiped out 9 infantry
battalions and 4 armored squadrons, inflicted nheavy damage on 2 armored regiments
and 16 infantry battalions, set afire nearly 1,500 military vehicles (including

750 tanks and armored vehicles), shot down 200 airplanes, destroyed 180 artillery
pileces, and captured 900 weapons. Most of those losses were incurred by the Salgon
puppets' III Corps.

The defeat of the "Toan Thang 1-1971" operation had a very important significance,
for it smashed the final efforts of the enemy to carry out a large operation in
Kampuchea, annihilated an important part of thelr manpower and, along with the
Route 9-Southern Laos victory, created anew step in the decline of the Salgon
puppet army, and was a strong blow against the U.S5. "Vietnamizatlon" plan to use
the Saigon puppet army as the U.S. assault force in South Vietnam and in the
Indochinese Peninsula.

25 to 31 May: The Snul victory.

Snul is a town in Kratie Province 184 kilometers northeast of Phnom Penh, 136
kilometers north of Saigon, and 20 kilometers from the Vietnam-Kampuchea border,
It is situated at the intersectlon of strategic route 13 and 7.
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3ince Snul was 50  important, the U.S. and its puppets were determined to hold
onto that position, even after the heavy defeat of the "Toan Thang 1-1971" opera-
tion, in hopes of maintaining a staging area from which to attack and occupy our
base areas and control our activities during the 1971 rainy season. The Salgon
puppet army units stationed there included "Armored Task Force No 8," made up of an
infantry regiment of the 5th Infantry Division, a combined artillery battalion, and
the lst Armored Regiment of Military Region 3. On 20 May, threatened by attack
they reinforced Snul with the’ 15th and 18th armored regiments and a ranger regi-
ment.

Beginning on 25 May our main-force troops, in coordination with the soldiers amd
people of Kampuchea, surrounded and launched a strong attack against the enemy
troops in Smul All counterattacks by puppet infantry and armor to break the
encirclement were broken up. The enemy suffered heavy losses with regard to in-
fantry, military vehicles, and airplanes during the 5 days we encircled them.
Faced with that perilous situation, in violation of Saigon's order %o hold Snul
at all costs, at noon on 30 May all of the enemy troops there withdrew from Snul
to South Vietnam via Route 13. During the withdrawal, in the afterncon of 30 May,
our troops ambushed, then surrounded and annihilated , the enemy infantry, all of
the 1st Armored Regiment, and the combined artillery battalion, killed or wounded
1,500 of the enemy, captured 300, captured or destroyed nearly 200 military
vehicles, shot down 40 airplanes, and captured more than 500 weapons, 500 tons of
ammunition, and more than 100 radios.

May 1671: The Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee and the Committee's
Military Commission meet to discuss the 1972 strateglc offensive,

The strategic victories on the Kampuchea and Route 9-Southern Laos battlefields
created a change in the situation that was advantageous to us.

On our country's southern battlefield, although the enemy's "pacificatlon" plan to
win control of the population was brought to a stop and pushed back, we were still
unable to bring about a strategic transformatlon.

In view of that situation, in May 1971 the Political Bureau met to evaluate the
situation, predict what the enemy would do next, and affirm the strategic
opportunity. The Polltlical Bureau set forth the following urgent mission for our
soldiers and people: "Promptly grasplng a good opportunity and, on the basls of -
the strateglc motto of fighting for a long perled of time, stepplng up the military
tary, politlcal, and diplomatic offensives, developing the new strateglc offenslve
status on both the southern battlefleld and the Indochina battlefleld, defeating
the U.S. strategy to Vietnamize the war," defeat all important steps of thelr
aggressive plan in Kampuchea and lLaos, win a declslve victory in 1972, and force
the U.S. imperiallsts to end the war by negotlating from a position of defeat,
while also being prepared to persist in and promote the resistance war in the event
that the war is prolonged."

At the beglnning of June 1971 the Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee
met to study athe situatlon and organize the implementatlon of the Politlcal
Bureau's resolution. Reaching a conclusion regarding the evaluation of the eneny's
sltuwation and our situation, and of the opportunity, the Military Commlssion

138



~tressed that "The situation is changlng rapidly, which demands that we make tne
reatest possible efforts, make good use of time, overcome the difficulties and
weaknesses in building our position and strength on the battlefield so that they
can be more rapldly improved, promptly take advantage of the opportunity, achieve
surprise, win the greatest possible victory, force the U.S3. to end the war and
withdraw all U.S. troops, arnd cause the puppet army and administration to take an
important step toward disintegration and collapse.”

05

Predicting the enemy's next plot, the Military Commission noted that although the
U.S. imperialists had been heavily defeated furing the spring and summer of 1971,
they were not yet willing to abandon thler plot of "holing onto South Vietnam,
Laos, and Kampuchea, maintalning their neocolonlalism by *Vietnamizing the war,'
gradually reducing the scale of the war, and causing us to weaken and admit def=sat
or enabling themselves to end the war by negotiating from a positlon of strength.”

In order to fulfill the urgent missions set forth by the Political Bureau, the
Military Commission defined our strategic intention for 1971-1972 as being, "con-
centrating all efforts and promoting the political ard military offensives in all
three areas in South Vietnam -- the principal battlefield -- and on the Indochlnese
battlefield as a wheole."

The general guideline for the southern battlefleld was to "Coordinate strong main-
force blows in the jungle-and-mountains region, a strong offensive and uprislngs
movement in the lowlands, and a strong political struggle and armed struggle move-
ment in the clties, thus attacking the three sources of support of the 'Vletnam-
ization' policy, creating a new situation that would be advantageous to us in the
event of a ceaseflre, and create conditlons for strongly advancing the revolu-
tiornary movement ln the new sltuation.”

In the North, we had to endeavor to consolidate and raise the combat readlness
level of the armed forces so that they could cope with bombings by the enemy air
force and navy, annihilate the small ranger and commando &roups, and defeat all of
the enemy's acts of aggression and adventurism. There had to be strong moblle
reserve forces that are prepared to react promptly 1f necessary, and forces to
adequately supplement the South.

The resolution of the Military Commisslon also set forth speciflc guidelines and
missions for our troops coordinating in combat with the soldiers and people on
the Laotian and Kampuchean battlefields in 1972, and with regard to the necessary
preparatory tasks.

The May 1971 resolutlon of the Political Bureau armd the June 1971 resolution of
the Military Commisslon set forth a timely, correct pollcy regarding the strategic
general offensive of 1972. The resolutions correctly evaluated our situatlon, the
enemy's situation, our situation, and the opportunity, and accurately set forth
the immediate missions and the course of action for implementing those missions.

8 December 1971: Our troops and the soldiers and people of Kampuchea defeat the
“Chen lLa 2" operation of the Phnom Penh puppet army.
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During the first half of 1971 the 3Saigon puppet army was struck with one painful
blow after another in the Route 9-Southern Lacs area, in northeastern Kampuchea,
ard in South Vietrnam. It proved to be increasingly impotent in its role as the
U.5. assault ferce on tne Indochinese Peninsula.

Under those circumstances, the U.S. imperialists had to bulld up tne Phnom Penh
puppet army, in the hope that it could be capable of coping with the revolutionary
movement 1n Xampuchea by itself, create conditions for withdrawing some of the pup-
pet troops back to South Vietnam, and therefore send home additlomal U.S.-troops
and carry out thelr policy of "Vietnamizing the war."” The "Chen La 2" operation,
which was part of that scheme, was intended to stell and challenge the Phnom Penh
puppet army. That operation alsc had the objectives of taking the initiative in

a state of passivity, occupying Route 6 from Tang Coc to Kompong Thom, encroaching
on and reducing the highly populated, prosperous liberated areas, and divide the
Kampuchean battlefield into many zones to facilitate "pacification" and the con-
centration of the population.

That was the first large operation carried out by the Phnom Penh puppet army in the
U.5. policy of "Khmerizing the war." They mobilized 15 brigades, with more than 70
infantry battallions, artillery, armored vehicles, and warships, including their
most elite forces -~ the "Khmer Krom" -- and with the support of the U.S. and
Salgon puppet air forces.,

They began the operation on 20 August 1971. But 1t ran up against the strong,
resiliant reslstance of our main-force troops, in coordimation with the Kampuchean
liberatlon armed foreces. In 100 days and nights of combat the revolutionary

armed forces, coordlnating closely, spread the enemy out along a 60-kilometers-
long stretch of the road (from Snul to Kompong Thomg, cut them up into many seg-
ments, and surrounded, isclated, and annihilated them one after the other. After
striking them with many heavy blows, during the night of 12 November and the early
morning of 13 November we launched an attack to annihllate the enemy's 16th
Brigade at Rum Luong. On 28 and 29 November we took nine positions on the outer
perimeter from Ba Ria to Kompong Thom. By 1 December all of the enemy forces in
those two towns had been annihilated or routed. With the loss of those positions,
the enemy's operation was thrown into confusion and many units fled their posts.
In danger of being annihilated, Lon Nol secretly went to Snul and ordered the
withdrawal of his troop remnants from Rotue 6. On 2 December the "Chen La 2"
operation of the Phnom Penh puppet army was completely defeated and ended by

their fleeing from Route 6. More than 12,000 of the enemy -- one-half of the
operation's forces -- were knocked out of action, five brigades and 30 battalions
were annihilated or heavily damaged, and many brigade and battallion commanders were
killed, wounded, or captured.

By completing defeating the "Chen La 2" operatlon we struck a very heavy blow
against the U.S5. plot to "Khmerize the war," carrled out a major campalgn to
annihilate much of the elite manpower of the Phnom Penh puppet army, smashed the
enemy's Route 6 defense line, and strongly developed our strategic initiative.

December 1971: The Plaine des Jarres and Southern Laos victorles.
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Following the major Route 9-Southern Laos victory at the beginning of the year and
tne liberation of the Bolovens Plateau in mid-year, the people's armed forces of la
laos and Vietnam concluded 1971 with a blg victory in the Plaine des Jarres-Lor
Creng area in December 1G71. )

Nixon, in a nopeless position of defeat and passivity on all the Indochinese bat-
tlefields, in June 1971 once agaln made a very sgreat military effort. The U.3.
sent Thai mercenary troops and Vang Pao's special troops from Xam Thong-Long Cheng
to take the Plaine des Jarres-Muong Sai area in hopes of occupylng that important
strategic area for a long time, divide the liberated areas in Lacs, threaten tne
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, disperse the revolutionary armed forces of the
three countries,and create an advantageous position for them 1n their war of
aggression in Indochina.

They threw into the operation 33 battalions of Thai and Vang Pao trocps. Taking
advantage of the rainy season, by 2 July 1971 they occupied the Plaine des Jarres
airfield and intended to take all of the Plaine des Jarres and advance along Route
7 to the Vietmamese-laotian border, but were stopped by the Laotlan and Vietnamese
troops and could not advance past the Plaine des Jarres alrfield. They used the
GM's [Groupe Mobile] as tactical units and took the defensive, with six fire-
support bases of the Laotlan puppet army and the Thai troops and with the support
of the U.3. Alr Force.

The U.S. was determined to take the Plaine des Jarres to maintaln a favorable
political and military position in laos, while at the same time tieling down an
important part of our main-force troops and creating conditions for it to carry out
its program to "Vietnamize the war" 1n South Vietnam. Many U.S. VIP's such as
Moorer, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Alexls Johnson, the Under
Secretary of State, went to Long Cheng to inspect, supervise, and motivate the
Vang Pao-Thai lackeys durlng that period.

But all of their plots, hopes, and schemes were shattered. The soldliers and people
of Laos and our troops, coordinating in combat, concentrated a strong force and
decided to annihilate the enemy in the Plalne des Jarres-Long Cheng area, recover
the entire Plaine des Jarres-Muong Sul area, libverate Xam Thong-Long Cheng, push
the enemy west of Nam Ngum, and eliminate the bandits remaining in the liberated
area.

Between 18 December and 20 December, after 3 days of combat the revolutlonary for-
ces, with strong forces and correct fighting methods, smashed the enemy's entire
outer defensive complex between the Plaine des Jarres and Muong Sui, consisting of
the Phu Tang, Phu Ton, and Phu Keng defensive cluster. Some of the Thal troops and
Vang Pao's special troops were killed and some fled in panic from the Plaine des
Jarres, although the U.S. provided very strong alr support.

Immediately thereafter, in the Plaine des Jarres area, our troops pursued the
enemy, occupled Xam Thong-Phu Moc, and attacked Long Cheng and Buom Long. In the
Muong Sul area the Pathet Lao troops pursued the enemy and liberated Muong Soui,
Sala Phukun, Kieu Kacham, and Bac Kasi.
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Because of the disintegration of the Vang Pao's special troops, the U.3. hastily
sent additional Thai troops to Long Cheng. The force defending Long Cheng had been
increased to 14 Thal battalions and 8 battalions of Vang Pao's special troops. On
5 April 1972, after 115 days of combat, we concluded the campaign.

Tne results were that 5,824 of the enemy were killed and 1,137 were captured or
surrendered. Our friends and we wiped out 8 Thai infantry battalions, 2 Thai
artillery battalions, 1 G.M., and 7 battalions of Vang Pao troops, shot down 130
arirplanes, captured or destroyed 47 neavy artillery pieces, recovered the entire
Plaine des Jarres-Xieng Khoang-Muong Soul area, and also liberated the Xam Thong
area with its 22 population-concentration hamlets.

That major victory in the Plaine des Jarres had an important strategic signifi-
cance. It struck a very painful blow against the new U.3. strategic measure

-- using the Thal troops as the hard core, alone with Vang Pao's special troops,
Wwith U.3. rear-services support, mobility, and air power, to cccupy the liberated
areas in Laos ~- and sent the Thai-Lao puppet army into an irreversible declien.
That victory also signified an important step in the maturizatlion of the Laotian
revolutionary armed forces with regard to their ability to independently fight
concentrated battles, wipe out many enemy battalions, and outstandingly fulfilll
their campaign missions.

At the same time as the Plaine des Jarres victory, in southern Laos the revolutiona
tionary armed forces of Laos and Vietnam launched a campalgn to defeat the encrocach
encroaching operation of the Lao puppet army and the Thal troops in the Attopeu-
Saravan and Bolvovens Plateau areas. On 7 December our friends and we chased the
enemy from Saravan and on 10 December liberated Tha Teng. The Laotlan puppet
troops and the Thal troops at Paksoong were terrified and fled to Pakse, leaving
behind all of their heavy equipment. On 29 December our friends and we recovered
all of the Bolovens Plateau, wiped out 4 Thal companies, and killed more than 4,000
of the enemy.

After suffering heavy defeats in the Plaine des Jarres and Bolovens Plateau at the
end of 1971, the morale of the Thal troops and the Lao puppets greatly declined.
The Thal troops began to desert and demand that they be returned to thelr country.
The Thail mercenary troops revealed many weaknesses and proved to be no better than
the Laotian puppet troops. Clearly, they could not serve as the hard core and as
the base of support for the Lao puppet troops.

1972

First part of 1972: Military Commission of the Party Central Commlttee 1lssues a
resolutlion on the millitary misslions for 1972 and the strateglc
general offensive of 1972.

Implementing the May 1971 resolutlon of the conference of the Politlcal Bureau of
the Party Central Committee, which set forth the misslion of "winning a decisive
victory in 1972," the Military Commisslon of the Party Central Committee determined
that "The most lmportant mission is to concentrate our war guldance on, and streng
strengthen the forces of, the battleflelds, especially the southern battlefleld.”
At a time when the U.S.-puppets had just suffered heavy defeats and the U.3. was in
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the process of a presidential election campaign, we would resolutely strike three
strategic blows against the enemy:

-- ¥First, we had to intensify the strategic blows by the main-force troopz in
areas and on battleflelds where we had the advantage, annihilate part of tre Torces
of the southern puppet army, destroy part-by-part the enemy's defensive deployment,
and expand the liberated area. While regarding the puppet army as the pPrincipal
operational objective, we had to continue to attack and annihilate the U.3, troops.

-- Second, we had to step up our attacks and uprisings in the important lowland
rural areas, combine military and political offensives with military proselyting,
and promote the guerrilla warfare movement and the mass uprising movement.

-- Third, we had to promote the struggle movement of the people in the cities,
combine the revolutionary struggle of the masses with exacerbating and exploiting
the enemy's internal »>ntradictions, in order to prepare to, when there is a
specific opportunity, transform the struggle into a revolutionary high tide.

The Military Commission of the Party Central Committee reminded the battlefields

to guide and closely coordimate the three strategic blows, closely coordirmate con-
centrated warfare with guerrilla warfare, endeavor to build up the real strength of
the revolution, build up the direct rear area in the strateglc areas, with emphasis
on the key maneuver areas, so that our troops can deploy and have solid support; do
a good Jjob of organizing the battlefield, concentrate guidance, and supplement
the forces on the battlefield, while also preparing stragegic mobile forces and
ensuring that those forces can play the role of strong fists in the important areas
when there 1s a favorable opportunity.

With regard to the Laotian and Kampuchean revolutlons, the resolution of the Mili-
tary Commission stated that, in the spirit of mllitant solidarity among the people
of the three Indochinese countries it was necessary to do a very good job of
assisting and coordinating with our friends in combat, in building forces, and in
consolidating the liberated area, in order to work together harmoniously, attack
the enemy uniformly, and create an opportunity for winning a great victory. Atten-
tion had to be paid to providing supplies and transporting them to our friends.

With regard to the North, it was necessary to increase its combat readiness.

Implementing the resolutions of the Party Central Committee and the Military Com-
mission of the Party Central Committee, on 11 March 1972 the Standing Committee of
the Military Commission issued a resolution on the carrying out of the 1972 stra-
tegic general offensive, ocusing on the Tri-Thieff battlefield, "to annihilate
large numbers of enemy trcops, contribute to changing the balance of forces between
ourselves and the enemy, change the war situation in South Vietnam, and advance the
resistance war another step.”

The Standing Commlttee of the Military Commlssion stated that "The Tri-Thien
campaign will be a large-scale campalgn in a very important strategic area, a
combined arms campaign, and a ombined military-political campaign."
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The specific missions of the campaign were:

1. Annihilating many of the enemy's military forces, much of thelr manpower, and
many of thelr war facilities, especially their regular troops, smash the enemy’s
defense line, and victericusly develop the offensive,

2. Coordinating with the mass movement in the lowlands, the cities, and the

areas still controlled by the enemy, helping the masses attack and arise to destroy
the enemy’'s control apparatus and win the right of mastery, defeat the enemy's
"pacification” plan, and consolidate our three strong areas.

3. Liberating all areas we are capable of liberating and, when there is a favor-
able opportunity, endeavoring to expand our liberated area.

4, Drawing in and tieing down an important part of the enemy's forces and coord-
inating cleosely with the other battleflelds.

5. BSteeling and developlng our military and political foreces in all regards.

0f the above missions, the foremost, decisive mission was annihilating many of the
enemy's military forces, much of thelr manpower, and many of thelr war facilitiles,
especially their regular troops; inflicting very heavy losses on thelr forces,
causing thelr morale to collapse, and rapldly changing the comparison of forces

to our advantage, in order +to advance to the winning of complete victory. The
mission of promoting the mass offensive and uprising movement was very lmportant.

In coordination with the principal battlefleld, the Central Highlands, Zone 5, and
Nam Bo battlefields would also carry out medium and large campalgns and create a
strategic general offensive all over the Scuth.

On 28 March 1972 the Political Bureau met and listened to a Military Commission
report on our sltuation, on the enemy's situation, and on preparations on bat-
tlefields. The Political Bureau agreed unanimously with the plan of the Military
Commission and added a number of conclusions regarding some matters concerning the
enemy, ourselves, and the organization of the guidance and command of the offen-
sive.

February 1972: Nixon's visit +to China begins the phase of the U.S. imperialists
and the Chinese reactionaries brazenly allying with each other.

At the beginning of 1971, when our people's anti-U.S. reslstance war for national
salvation was entering a flerce perlod and when we were preparing to win a decislve
victory, the Beijing rulers sent a diplomatic note to the U.S. (via Pakistan)
inviting a U.S. delegation to China to hold high-level talks with the Chilnese
rulers.

After many open and secret preparations between the two sides, between 21 and 28
February 1972, the U.S. President Nixon, accompanied by Klssinger and Rodgers,
visited China. Before setting out, Nixon decided to use hls air force to carry out
bombings by a large number of B.52's and tactical alrcraft in South Vietnam and
north of the demilitarized zone. They thought that that was a necessary signal to
increase the effectiveness of Nixon's trlp to China.
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Mao Zedorng and snou Enlal orgzanized a grand welcome for Nixon.

The result of the conference of the leaders of the U.5. and Chinese governments was
the "Shanghnail Communique," which stated that the U.S. would gradually withdraw iis
forces from Talwan when the situation in the region became less tense, 1.e. wnen
tne Vietnam War ended. 1In other words, if China wanted the U.3. to rapidly with-
draw its troecps from Talwan, China would have ito pressure us and force us to accept
a negotiated solution, i.e. the U.5. would withdraw all of its troops from South
Vietnam but the puppet army and the puppet administration would continue to exist
for a long period of time.

With Nixon's trip to China the relationshlp between China and the U.S5. officially
entered a new phase. It began the counterrevolutionary strategic alliance between
the reactionaries in the Beijing ruling circules and the Washington ruling circles
against the Vietnamese revolution specifically and the sociallst system in general.
They formed an alliance and exerted pressure to force our pecple to abide by their
settlement {in 1974 China's aid to Vietnam was only 30 percent of what it was in
1973, and in 1975 it was only 13 percent of what it was in 1973.)

However, our Party's independent, -~"tonomous line bankrupted from the very begin-
ning the plot of the U.s. imperialists and the Chinese ractlonaries to collude
with regard to Vietnam. Under the leadershlp of the Party, our soldiers and people
smashed the traitorous pressure of the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists by
means of their reknowned victory ofthe spring of 1975. They fought until the U.S.
got the nell out, until the puppets collapsed, and until the South was completely
liberated.

4 April: The Party Central Committee holds its 20th Plenum.

The plenum listened to reports, held disccusslons, and approved a resolutlon re-
garding the mission of resisting the U.S. for nationalsalvatlon and the mission of
economic construction in the soclalist North in 1972.

After carrying out an all-round evaluatlon of our people’'s victories in antl-U.S.
resistance war for national salvation, the Party Central Committee unanimously
concluded that "1971 will be a year in which the enemy will make great efforts, but
will also be a year in which they suffer heavy defeats and we win big victories."
The great victories on the battleflelds of the three Indochinese countries in 1971
were important steps toward the bankruptcy of the "Vietnamization" and "Nixon
Doctrine in Indochina" policy. The revolutlonary forces of the people of Vietnam
and the peoples of Laos and Kampuchea became increasingly large and strong.

"The sympathy, support, and assistance of the fraternal socialist countries and of
the progressive people of the world nave been increasingly strengthened and
expanded. In general, in the comparison of forces between ourselves and the enemy,
with regard to both position and strength, the basic development of the situatlon
is that we are in a status of victory, initiative, advantage, and advance, while
the enemy are in a status of defeat, passivity, difficulty, and decline."”

The struggle between ourselves and the enemy -- militarily, politically, and dip-
lomatically -- in a very important period. But we had favorable conditions for
strongly advancing the anti-U.S. resistance war for national salvation.
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The Party Central Committee set forth the mission of "With a spirlt of persistently
waging the resistance war until complete victory, we must mobilize all of our stre
strength, make outstanding efforts, herolcally advance, step up the reslstance war,
closely coordinate in combat with the fraternal scldlers and people of Laos and
with the fraternal soldiers and people of Kampuchea, defeat the U.S. 'Vietnamiza-
tion' policy, defeat the 'Nixon Doctrine,' amd win an even greater victory for the
anti-U.5. resistance war for national salvation.

In order to meet the increasingly sreater requirements of the antl-U.S. reslstance
war for national salvation, and contlnue to promecte the great undertaking of so-
socialist construction in the North, the Plenum made specific declslons regarding
the directlon and missions of the 1972 state plan and preparations for 1973, Of
those missions, the most outstanding was "meetlng as promptly and as fully as
possible the requirememnts for manpower and materiel to supply to the front.
Strengthening our natlional defense forces, and belng prepared to smash the enemy's
acts of military adventurism carried out by their alr force, commandos, or in-
fantry against the sccialist North."

The resounding victories on the battlefleld in 1972 proved that the assessment of
the Farty Central Committee and the dlrection and missicons it set forth were very
correct. The U.3. bandits were unable to stop the strong attacks and continuous,
widespread uprisings of our soldiers and people in the South, and could net hold

back their increasingly rapid decline on the path to complete defeat.

30 March: The 1972 strategic offensive on the southern battlefleld., The Tri-
Thien campaign (liveration of Quang Trl Province.)

At the beginning of spring, 1972, the U.3.-puppets knew that we would launch a

ma jor attack, but they could not predict the time, the maln thrust, the scale, or

the intensity of our attack. They believed that the main attack of our main-force

units would be Cong Tum, that the secondary attacks would be in the Route 9 area

End iﬁ eastern Nam Bo, and that the attack would take place during Tet Nham Ty
1972 |.

Catching the enemy off-guard because the time they predlcted had passed and they
had been waltling for a long time, at noon on 30 March 1972 our strategic offensive
on the Tri-Thien battlefield began. We launched a direct attack agalnst the
enemy's heavlily fortified outer defensive line, wiped out the enemy's regimental
base camps, forced the surrender of a regiment, lnflicted heavy losses on many
other regiments, shattered the Route 9 defense line, and completely liberated the
districts of Gio Linh and Cam Lo. With that victory, we were able to take a stag-
ing area in north and west Quang Tri, move up close to and directly threaten the
Dong Ha-Al Tu- Quang Trl-La Vang, and increase our pressure west of Hue.

Then, on 5 April, we smashed the enemy's border defense line in eastern Nam Bo,
wiped out three understrength enemy lnfantry regiments and twe understrength
armored regiments, and liberated the provinces of Loc Ninh, Bu Dop, and Thien
Ngo. Thus we were able to take a staging area on the eastern Nam Bo border, cut
Route 13, and surround and attack the ¢ity of Loc An.
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In the Central Highlands, we attacked the enemy's defense line west of the Fo Co
River, inflicted heavy losses on the 2Znd Airborne Brigade, and strongly threatened
the norther Cong Tum area.

In the Military Region 5 and Nam Bo lowlands we cccupled a number of staging areas,
=uch as rorthnern Guang Nam, northern Binnh Dinh (Military Region 5}, Dong thap Muol
(Military Region 8), and U Mirh Thuong (Military Region 9).

The cnemy were taken by surprise by our strong offensive blows, suffered heavy
losses, and put up a confused resistance. They had to abandon their outer lilnes
and withdraw to their inner lines, brought up mobile forces from the rear, and
withdrew into large enclaves in the areas attacked by our main-force unlts.

Developing our victory on the Quang Tri front, on 27 April we launched the second
wave of attacks against the Dong Ha-Ai Tu-la Vang defensive zone, in coordinaticn
with the offensives and uprisings in the Trieu Phong and Hai Lang lowlands and the
offensive by main-force units in the Route 12 area west of Hue. In 5 days of
fighting we wiped out the Dong Ha-A1 Tu enclave, liberated all of Quang Tri Pro-
vince and the Dong Thanh area, and directly threatened Thua Thien Province and Hue.

On the Central Hignlands front, on 24 April we attacked and annihilated the enemy
at Dac To-Tan Canh, liberated northern Cong Tum Province, and directly threatened
Cong Tum City.

In Nam Bo, after advancing along Route 22 and attacking the Xa Mat- Thieu KNgon
line, we attacked the communicatlons center on Mt. Ba Den. On Route 13, we liberat
liberated a vast area with a populatlon of 30,000 in Loc Ninh District, took Loc
Ninh City, and threatened the area northwest of Saigon. In the Mekong Delta,

after attacking many district capitals and subsectors, and wiping out or infllct-
ingheavy losses on many enemy units, we motivated the people to arise and master
many rural areas and recovered the U minh liberated area and the Dong Thap base
area.

In Military Reglon 5, we attacked a large number of enemy bases and subsectors, and
liberated the Hoal Nhon, Bong Son, and Hiep Duc district capitals, and the town of
Tam Quan.

In May and June 1972 we also launched attacks on the lines south of the My Chanb
River and west of the Huong River (Tri-Thien), in the outskirts of and inside Cong
Tum City (Central Highlands), and the city of An Loc (eastern Nam Bo).

By June 1972, after nearly 3 months of fighting, we had won a great victory in an-
nihilating the enemy and liberating land: in the South as a whole we annihilated
about 200,000 of the enemy, wiped out 2 divisions, 9 regiments, and 38 battalions,
inflicted heavy losses on 1 division, 10 regiments, and 31 infantry battalions,
wiped out 12 armored reglments and 17 artillery battallions, liberated all of Quang
Tri Province, most of Cong Tum Province, the northern part of Binh Dinh Province,
and a large, integrated area 1n eastern Nam Bo {(in Tay Ninh, Binh Long, and Phuoc
Long provinces), occupled many important areas in the lowlands of Military Region
5 (Quang Da, Quang Nam, and Quang Ngai) and in the Mekong Delta (Dong Thap Muol,
ine area north and south of Route 4, U Minh, Ca Mau, etc.), and liberated and

147



gained control of more than 1 million people. Our main-force units broke up the
enemy's strongest defensive zones and took and held mobile areas in the jungle-
and-mountains area, the border area, and a number of important arseas in tne low-
lands.

In that test of strength, i is clear that the puppet army, which the Nixon cligue
had gone all-out to build up in accordance with the "Vietnamization" formula, and
which had become weaker after its adventures in Kampuchea and in the Route 9-
Southern Laos area, was now in danger of collapsing. We were able to create a new
sltuation on the southern battlefield, brought about an important change in the
comparison of froces that was to our advantage, and created a very favorable
revoluticnary situation.

The very great victory of the 1972 strategic offensive, along with the victory of
defeating their second war of destruction in the North, especially the glorious
victory over thelr strategic air railds on Hanol and Hai Phong at the end of 1972,
and our victory on the diplomatlc front, contributed to the essential smashing of
the U.S. imperilalists’' "Vietnamization" strategy. They had to sign a agreement to
end the war and restore peace in Vietnam, and unilaterally withdraw their troops.

6 April: Soldiers and people of the North Wage a victorious people's war against
the U.S. lmperialists' second war of destruction,

The 1972 strategic offensive carried out by our soldlers and people in the South
placed the puppet army in a perilous situation. The Nixon administration had to
recklessly carry out a strategic policy that was beyond the framework of the
"Vietnamization" strategy, i.e. it had to "re-Americanize" the war. They mobilized
very intensive air and naval support for the puppet army's counterattacks and
brought the system of advisers back into action at the regimental level to take
direct command of the fighting.

In the North, the Nixon administration carried out an extremely serlous act of
adventurism, despite the protests of world opinion and the progressive U.S. people.
On 6 April Nixon decided to mobilize large air force and naval forces to part-
leipate in the fighting in the South and resume the attacks against the North,
purporteddly in retaliation for our attacks in the South. On 9 May Nixon also
ordered a blockade of the ports and territorial waters of the North, the intensi-
fied bombing of our roads and railroads, and the bomblng of all of our economic
and natlonal defense installatlons. The enemy's plot was to strangle the

North and cut our country off from he outside aid and cut off the North's aid for
the South. They hoped that in a brief perlod of only 2 or 3 months we would be
paralyzed and be forced to negotiate with them from a position of weakness. Nixon
proved to be extremely obstinate and reckless, and did things Johnson never dared
to do. He cynlcally declared that "I would rather lose the presidential election
than be defeated in the war."

In the North our people waged a people's war against the second war of destruction,
wnlch was more flerce, and on a larger scale, than the previous one.

The U.S. imperlalists mobilized the greatest naval and air forces ever, made up of
all types of modern aircraft (F.4, F.111, B.52G, B52.H), to attack both parts of
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