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UNCLASSIFIED 
THIS IS A STCNY BEACH MESSAGE 
SEFIAl: (U) ilR 6 ~24 0330 92. 
COU~TRY: (U) LAOS (LA I. 
SUEJICT: (U) I1R 6 e24 e330 92/LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATION or RIFNO Ilee IN SAVANNAKHIT PRCIINCE (U) • 

~AFNI~G: (U) THIS IS AN INFOFMATIO~ REPORT ~OT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. REPORT CLAS~IIIID 
CONIIIE~TIAI--NC'ORN--WNINTIL. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

WI: (U) 92"E"4. 

REDS: (U) I-VDP-2430-"3-90. 
SCUHE: (U) NINE LAO THEUNG (ETHNIC MINORITY GROUP) VILLAGERS ENCOUNTERED DURING A JOIN! U.S./IAO SURIIY, WHILE CCNDUCTING A RECOVERY OPERATIDN IN SAVANNAIHET 
PPOVI~CE. SCURCE RELIAEILII! HAS NOT FIEN ESTAHISHEt. 

CLAS S : 
CliRG E: 
APPRV: 
RITV: 

CLEAR: 
[ISTR: 

ORGIN: 

SUMMARY: (U) THIS IS A STONY ErACH REPORT. IT CONTAINS INIORMATION PERTAINING TO REINO Ilee (EESFORD), CCLLECTED DURING A JOiNT U.S./LAO SURVEY IN SAV'~NA~HEI PROVINCE. IHE PRCFAILE CRASH SITE WAS LOCIIEL; HOWEVER, NC INICPMATION SURFACIL PERTAINING I C THE FATI 0' THE OCCUPANTS OF THE AI RCRAFT. 
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TEXT: I. (U) TeE INVESTIGATION AND EECOVERY TIA" (III) DIPARTED U-TAPAC AlE FASI ALr ARIIVEr l~ 
SAVAN~AKHIT, LACS C~ 2f MAY 92. fHi FCLLC\I~G rAY THE JRT IIPARTlt SAVANNAKHET A~D ARFIViD AT BAN KAM NI IIU1M crCRL: XL 115E2fll A~t [E1AELI~FI[ IHE EA~F CAMP NEAR THE EXCAVATION SITE OF REF"O 1~53. C.,. MAY S2, 'IHE nT cCI\nucn.:r A Sl'1F R},COI\~AISSA~n If\. THF 
ARIA OF RIFNO 1"~3. 

2. (U) ON THE EVENING 01 28 MAY 92, THE FIRST 11111 ~IITING WAS HELr 'ITH U.S. TIAM MIMIIRS ANI' THII. LAO COUNTERPARTS. THE rRT TEAM LEADER, PROPOSED TfAT TE~ INVESTIGATICN CF REFNO 0el8 II CCNrUCllD AND OIBIP SURVEYS/I,VESTIGATIONS THAT ~IRI NCT COMELITFf rUFI"G IHI lAST VISIT TO XIPON rlSTRICT, INCLUDING REINO lire '·HESIORr·· • 

3. (U) ON 1 JUN £2, THE STONY BEACH LIVE SIGHTING INVE>IIGAICR (LSI! PARTICIFATIe IN THI Supny CI PIHC 11~0 (HISFORr). ·MR. THO~G DAM", THI 'ILLAGk CHI!I IROM EAN SCP MI IIUTM COORDi xv )64tS611, LEV THE SURVIY TIAM TO AN AREA A>SUMEL IC IE lHAI GI EIINC 1100. AFTER QUESTIONING MR. TRe~G MM AND ··MR. 1:0"·, I VILLAGER FECM bAN SCNG KHE IIUIM ccefiE: XL IEerl', ANI COLI,lCTgG IV IrENC! IN THE CRASH S ITY IRLA, IT 'AS DETERMINED THAT THE CRASH SITE AREA ~AS NOT HEF.C lie!. THE ARIA SURVEYED ~AS PROFAELY RIINC Itl'. lHI VILLAGERS WERE NoT AWARE OF ANI AMFRICANS TAKEN CAPTIVE IN THE AREA. IN THE AFTERNOOh THE SURVEI TEAM &ITURIEL IC THE EICAVITIC~ Sill INC ASSISIID CIHEE MEMBERS ALREADY ENGAGII SiFTING THI SOIL AT THI CPASH S11! OF BErNC let3. 
4. (U) ON 3 JUN HEAVY RAINS lILIYH FUPIHH OPEfiATICNS. IN THE AFTERNOON A SURVEY TEAM ~E'T Ie BAN KING KHEUP IIUTM COORD: XE 16t?11 A.D CCNIACIED VILLAGERS AIOUT REINO 1110. ".R. AHRAO", AGEL 2t, ANL "MR. YONG", AGEL 2E, LED THE TSAM TO AN AREA ~HE.E THEY 10UND THE !CRAP METAL fRO" THE WiNG 01 AN UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAF'T AND AN Uf\EXPLODED BOMB. l'fi} SCRAP METAL ~AS SOLD ANI THIY CCULI NOI LOCATF THF U~IXFLOIED lOME. 10TH INDIVlrUALS AND THE BAN KENG KHEUP VILLAGERS MOVED OUT OF THE AREA IN 1565, AND 
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HfTUh~ED I~ 1972. T~ERE WAS NO MATERIAL EVIDENCE TO 
}! FCUH I~ TH, AREA. MR. AHRAO SAID THH HE HEARI 
'rUT Tili,RIIS A CRASH sIn I1sr OF THE RIVER, BUT HI 
lID ILT HAlE ANI IURTHIR INFORMATICN. NO VILLAGERS 
hAL I Af' !NrWLIDGI IBOUT AMIEICANS TAKEN PRISONIR I~ 
'i:I:E AP.i.~. 

• (U) O' C JU' THE SUBVET TIAM rENT TO RAN SO~G RBI 
IIUT~ CCCPC: Xl 17591/ TO CONTINUI TH! SURVEY 01 
HHC Jle~. A VILLAGER iRO'1 BA~ lHA MONG IIUTM COCRD: 
11 IF!!FIII 'AMiL "MR. PIAK" rAS IN THI VILLAGI. HI 
SAID TEIT hE INEW OF A CRASB SITE NEAR HIS VILLAGE. 
HE Il~ THI TEIM TO BAN THA MO'G (.CT ON MAP), WHICH IS 
I'EAE BAI, VANG MFO (HINLCNIL) /lUTM COORD: lE!?II. 
TE< EH THI, 'IGNG V ILLACERS MOVED FROM BAN VANG NED 
eVli 11 YEAR! AGO, Ail THIY ~IEE ~CT IN THE VILLAGE 
~URI.G fEE ~AR. THEY RETURNED TO THE AREA IN 1974/5. 
ALL THE VIlLAGERS PARTICIPATED IN SALVAGING THI SITE 
IN 19=8/9. PIAK HAD EUSINESS TO ATTFNL TO, AND III 
NOT ~ANT TO LEAD THE TEAM TO T~E CRASH SITE. ALL THE 
V1LI.AGIES HF. AEOUT THE CRASH SITE, HL THRH MEN 
NIM!C "'R. BCI" (3~ YOA), "MR. BOUNTHO~G" (42 YOA) ANL 
"",. "AfHC" (21 YCA) VCIUNTEIHD TO LEAD THE TEAM TO 
TI,I CRA5H SITE IIUTM COORL: XL 182~E~/I. NO VILLAGERS 
EAL I~I INFORMATION ABOUT THE OCCUPANTS OF THE 
AIPCF'FT AIL 'ERi UNI.ARI OF ANY APERICA~S BEING 
C'PTUR!r ALIVI IN THI ARIA. THl CRASH SITI APPIARID 
TO FE HErNO 1110. MR. BOUNTHONG SAID TEAT HE ,AS A 
PIT.FT lAC SCLDIE. DURING THE WAR iN THE AREA 01 PHOU 
PAIl.G, AEOUT 10 KILOMFTIRS TO THE EAST. HE SAlt THAT 
IH11 HI AIL CTHIR VILLAGI.S SALVAGED TEE SITE, THEY 
Fe~.r A PARACHUTI (NOT rIPLOYEr), A LIATHIR BOOT ~ITH 
A ZIPPER, AND A WEB BELT. ALL ITEMS ~Eii DISCARDED IN 
lEI APII, ANt CNLY THE ALUMINUM ~A5 TAKIN AWAY, A 
PIILI 01 LANLING GIAR, PARACHUTE HARNISB PARTS, TIRI 
?{~TS. AND OTlER ITEMS ~EHE FOUND IN ThE AREA. JTJ 
ANALYSTS BELIFVI THAT THE EVILEhCE COLLECIED I'DICATES 
fbE IIRCRAFT WAS AN F-4. 

CC"IITS: (U) (FIELL CCMMINTS) - ALTHOUGH IT IS 
BELIEVED THAT THI ClASH SITI LOCATION CORRILATING TO 
Fllhe Ilee WAS LOCATID, NO INFCRMATION SURFACED 
?I?TIINING Te THE FATI 01 THF OCCUPANTS 01 THE 
AIRCRAFT. FURTHER OUESTIO~ING OF LOCAL INHABITANTS IS 
PICCn,HrEL, II AH .HH THF ARlA IS EleAVAT'ED IN 1l1E' 
FU'IUEI. 
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