i UNCLASSIFIRL PHNg;}ENH 22Q974/01

AC1ICh LAOZ INFC AME DCM FPCL SA3Z EXA CJ1FFA DATLO STORE (11)
VICZICTRC?¢2FKO1I8

PR RULHIK

DE KUELPF #@8574/01 121¢55€ IA-APR-8Z TOR: £5:5G
ZKR UUUUYy ZZR CHEG: DAOC
H 3¢@4247 APH 92 DIST*: DAO3

FM USMI®SICH FHKCH PY¥REH//J1F-FA LET FOUR//
TO USTAC BANGEOX TH//PW-M1p//

BT

UNCLAS SECIICH ¢1 CF €2 PENCM PIMH #0574

SERTAL: IIR &6 €24 CBAJMPECSG 92
COUNTRY: CAMBODIA {CEF)

SUBJ: 1IR € 224 CBAJMEP4/LIVE SIGHTIRNG
INVESTIGATION-SAANG DISTRICT

WARNILG: THIS IS AN INFCRMATION REPOPT, NOT
FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. REPOHT 1S
UNCLASSIFILED.

LOI: 920429
REQS« P-¥YOFP-2430-23-C€

SOURCE: SAANG LISTRICT COVEIKKMENT, POLICE, AND
MILITARY OWFICIALS, PLUS THPLE LCCAL VILLAGERS, HAMES
OF THESY INLDIVILUALS WILL APPEAR IN TEXT.

SUMMAPY: 1THIS IS A STCAY PFACE HEPORT. THE FOLLOWING IS A
DETAILED SUMMARY OF THE RESULTS OF THF L1VE SIGHTING
IKVESTIGATICN CCRDUCTED IN SAAKG DISTRHICT OUN 2& APRIL 1992.
THE CASF INVCLVED THYI RFPORT OF FIVE CRUCASIAN PRISOMERS,
SAID TO NFE AMERICANS, WHC wEKkE ALLEGEDLY INCARCEHATED IN THE
SAANG DISTRICT PRISCN, KAMRDAL PROVINCY, CAMRCDIA, LURIMG
1562, LCCAL MILITARY ANT CIVIITAK OFFICIALS, AS WELL AS TH}
CHIE} CF TEE 1ISTRICT PCLICE AML LCCAL VILLAGEKS WERE
IKNTFRVIEWFL DURIKG THE INVEFSTIGATICN, IN ADEITICN, TUHE
FACILITY IN QUESTICN (WHICH wAS CLCSED IK 19891 AKRD REOPENED
AS A SCHCO!)Y WAS VISITED FY THE ISI, AS wAS THE DISTFICI
JAIL WHICE wAS LOCATEL RIGHT ACKHOSS THY} HIGHWAY. CONTHARY T0
TEY SCURCF'S CLAIM, THE FVILENCE GATHERED, BOTH FROM THE
ACTUAL INYISTIGATICN ANI IKFORMATICKR COLLFCTED FROM
ADDITIONAL SCURCES AND RFCORDS, FAILS 7O SUBSTANTIATE THE
ALLFGFD LIVF SIGHTING CLAIM. H®ICOGMMPKD THIS CASE PE CLOSED
OUT ANL PRIS¥KTEL TC THF REVIEW PAMEL A5 A FAHKRICATION,.
TEXT:

1. CN 79 APRIL 16S€2, A LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATION WAS
COKDUCTED INTQ THE ALLEGED INCARCERATION OF FIVE CAUCASIAKS
IN A PRISON FACILITY IN SAANG DISTRICT, KANDAL PROVINCE,
CAMBOTI A DURING 1982. TH¥ SCUNCF RY¥PORTEL BEINC TOLD BY
LOCAL VILLAGCERS THAT TEE CAUCASIANS WEHFE AMERICAN. THE
INVESTIGATIVE TFAM WAS CCMPRISFL CF ALIAN MICHARLS, THE LIVk
SIGHTIRG INVESTIGATOR (LSI); MG NUCON SARKTH, VICE MINISTER
OF THE STATE CF CAMBODIA (SOC) MINISTRY OF INTERIOR {MOI};
ANT, VANLY PHIROQUN, SOC MINISTEY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MF&)
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INTERPRETER.

¢. CIHE TEAF PROCEFLED ¥FOM PHNOM PENH 1C SAAKG LISTRIC]
WHFPE A MELTING WAS HFLI WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS AT THE
DISTRICT HEADQUAKRTEKS BUILDING. 1IN ADLITION TO THE
INVESTIGATIVE TEAM, GHE YGLLCwWING CISTRICT PFREOMMEL WFRE
ALSO IN ATTENLANCK¥: PROM SAMEUT, YICE CHAIHMAN OF SAARG
DISTPICY; CHRA YANIHA, LIVFCIOF CF PULICK MUK SRALG
LISTRICT; ANT LAMH YOU, CHATRMAK OF 1ISTRICT MILITARY
AFFAIRS. PRCH SAMKUT HAS RESIDED I[N SAANG SINGCY L1076 AND
SERVEL IM HIS CKFFICIAL CAVACLIY AY VICY CHALHMAN MUK THE
PAST SEYEN YEARS. CHEA VANTHA HAS WOH:}L AS A £OLICK
CFFIC1AL IM THE DISTRICT SIACY 196sg,

3. THE LSI PRRSXNTEL A ERIEY SYROPSIS OF THE CaS5k TO THER
GEOUF AND THEN OQUTLINED TPE HEQUIHEMENTS THA'T NEEDED TO BbE
SATISFILL IN CPTER 10 SUCCEHSSFULLY ACCOCMPLISH IHi
INVESTIGATICN. THESE INCLUIRL AN INIRRVIFW OF TH} LOCAL
OFFICIALS IN ATTENLANCE, A VISIV TC Thhk PRISUN, AND
ALLITIONAL INTERYIFWS OF LOCAL VILLAGRFE WHU PFEGIDED IN
CLOSE PRCXIMITY TO TFE FACILITY. MG KUON SAERETD AND THE
THRE} LCCAL CFFICIALS AGKELL qHA% ALL CF THESE RE¥GUIRFMER]S
COULD EF EASILY ADCRESSF! AS WILL AS AMY QTHER THAT MIGHT
ARISE LDURING THE INVESTIGATION. THE SCGC SILUR STHESSED TIHE
IMPORTANCE COF CLOSY COCPFRATICM W' JHRIR AMERICAN
COUNTEHYARTS CN THEE PUGW-MIA AND LIVE SIGHhTING 155UERS.

4, THE LS1 ¥AS INFORMED THAT1 THE FEISCGN IN QUKSTIGH
ORIGINALLY BFRVEL AS A SCROOL LURING TH} SEHANOUK }RA. UPON
THEIR ASSUME1ICN OF POWER, 'THL AHMFR RUUGE (KR) TUNNED TiE
FACILITY INTO A PRISON. WHEN Tul KF WAS CUSTRI, ¥1TH 1HE
KELY OF TEE VIETNAMESE (AN EMPPAS1S wAS PLACED ON TEE FACT
THAT VIYInAF WAS THE OKLY COUNTRY 10 COME TO TH} WESCUE GF
THE CAMEGDIAN PEOPLF LURING A TIME OF LI¥F NRKL), THE
CAMBCDI AN GOVEHNMENT CONTINUED TO USE THE NACILITY AS A
PRISCN UNDER THE JURISDBICTICK CF 1hk MIMLBTRY CF LFKEPSE
(MOL). THE S50C CLOSED TH¥ FACILITY NFAR 'FHF RFNL OF 1931,
FACT THAT HE VISITED IT OFTKN, HE WOULD HAVE KNOW AROUT THE
PRESENCEF OF FORFIGK PRISCAERS. Y STATHD THAT TH}RF WERE AC
CAUCASIAN PRISONERS INCARCFRATKD THERF.

9, THE LSY THENM REQUESTID TO VISIT THk PRISON, SIACE 19

WAS ONLY APROUT 1@@ YARDS ¥ROM Td¥ LISTHICT HRALQUARTKRS
BUILDINC, THE LSI, ACCOMPANIED BY PCGLICE CHIEY YANTHA AND
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THE MFA INTEHPHRETER, WALKED TO THE FACILITY. THE COMPOU ND
WAS LCCA1RD HIGH1 ALCGNGSIDEF 18} MAIN HCAD THA1 wib1 THROUGH
SAANG. THE RUILDING THAT SERVEDL AS THY ACTUAL PRISON WAS
OMLY ARCU1 3@ YARDS FROM THY ROAL AND EASILY YISIBLE SIMNCE
THEFF WAS NO WALL OR OTHER IMPRDIMENT T0 CBSTRUCT OMNKE VIX¥W.
ANYGNy TRAVELING ATIONG TRIS POAD COCULD EASTLY OBSERVE
ACTIVIMIY I8 1HY COMPOUND 1C INCLUDLE ANY 1YPE ACTIVITIES
UKCFRTAKEN BY THE INMATHES IN Thl ATJAGFNT FIRLES AND
GARDENS, IN FACT, 1F ONF WERE TC STAKD OUTSIDE ThE COMPOUND
FGR A FEW MINULES AND CONCEMIPATE (M LCCKING AT 1HK PRISGN
BUILDING ITSELF, ONE COULD Skl INTC MOST OF Thk CILLS ANIL,
Ihn THP CFINICM CF THY LSI, Bk AFLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN A
CAUCAST AN AND AN ORIENTAL PRISONER FFOM THAT TISTANE.
ALTHCUGH TH¥ FACILITY PAS BEER CLOSED FOH A FEw MONTHS, FRONM
¥HAT ¥YAS CFS¥RVEDL BY THF LSI, SFCURITY AT THIS FACILITY WAS
QUITK LaX. THF LST WAS ALLOWFU TCQ PHUTOGRAPH THE COMPOUNT
AREA, WHICH INCRUDEDR TEF PRISON KULLDING, THE ADMINISTRATIVE
RUILLING, AND THF ADJACFMT FIRILS,

12, THE TEAM THEN PROCEEDED TO A LCCATION ABOUT 33 YARDS
I'CGwk THE RCAD FFOM THE MAIN COMPCURD RMIRAMCE. AT THIES
LOCATION BEGAN THE CONCINTRATINN OF VILLAGE HUTS ANT
FCALSIDF VFNLGRS, THE FIRST VILLAGER INTERVIEWED wAS MR
PFC. HE HAS PESILID IK SAARC SINCF 1979, WF REFORIEL THAT
FE I'AS NFVER SEFN NOKE (EARD OF ANY CAUCASIANS IMFRISONED IN
SAANG, HE STATED 10AT HE 1RAVLS PAST 1HF COMPOUNL OK A
NFAR LAILY BASTS AND HF wWOULD HAVY NOTICRL CAUCASIANS IN TH}
FACILITY. THE NEXT INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWED WAS MR HHREM EANG,
A 47 YCA FESIDEAT OF SAANG SIKCE RIR1H. HE ALSO STATED 1HAT
Ex IAS KEVER SKEEN NOR PEARD DF ANY CAUCAS 1ANS AT THE PRISON.
LIRIWISE, CHEAP YA, A R¥SIDENT GF THE VILLAGL SIKCE 1978,
RYPORTEL THF SAMF THING. AT FACH CF TWE LOCATIONE ¥HRFE
THESE THREE INTERVIEWS WERE CONDUCTED, OTHER VILLAGERS
CURICUS ARCUT TUF PRFSKFNCP OF A FORRIGAMER KECAN 10 MILL
ATOUT. WHYN THFY HFARL THY¥ IKTFRPRETFZ ASX THF QUISTION
KRCUT THEE VH¥YSENCE OF FOREIGK PRISCNER IN SARNG, MOST TITHER
SHOCK THETR HFAL NC OF LAUGHRD Ih LINBRLIME.

11. LS1 COMMENT: FULL COOPERATICN WAS RENDERED BY THE
CAMFCLIAN AUTHCRITIFS YOITH CN Thh MRTICKRAT AND LISIRICI
LEVELS. ACCESS T0 ATL ARFAS PIQUISTEI AMD PFRMISSION TO
INTTRVIFY ARY SCURCES WFEF GHALTED WITHOUT HESTTATION. THE
CAMPCLIANS SYFMED SOMEWHAT BFWILLFFFD THAT THF AMFRIGAN F1DE
COULT ATTACH ANY CREDINILITY TG S0CF AN OUTLANPISY REFORT
ALL WAMT TO ACTUATLY IMVESTIGATN 1. CIHF IS51 FMEIASTYFD
THAT ALL FEIRSTUANE LIVE SIGHTICG whPORTS MUST nrk YULLY
INVESTIGATED S0 AS TO ENSURE TER AMER1CAN PURLIC AND
GOVERMMENT THAT RVEKY CONCEFIVABLE FFASURK IS UNMDVRTALYN 1C
RESCLVE THE PRISONER ISSUK.  TEE SCC O¥FICTALS STATRD THAT
TH¥Y UNL¥NSTGOD Titk IMPCFTAMGE ATTACHWEL TO THES ISSUK AMD
WOUTE DR OARYTHIRG POSS TELY TO AGSIST 1M THIS EFFFORT,

.. THY LCGATION OF THE FﬂUILITY, 115 PROXIMITY TO A HIGELY
TRAVELID ROUTE FFTWFEH PHNOM PENH ANL ARFAS SOUTd IN XAMDAL
PROVINCE, ITS ACCESSIBILITY, Ahh THE LACK CF STRINGENT
SpCURITY FO1NH IN THF FHYRIFAL £NL FRYCAUTICKARY EINSE, hGULL
PRECLULF TH¥ SFLECTION NF TH¥ SAARG L1STRICT PRISOM AS PLACL
T( IMCAKCERATE AMRRICAN PHISONEHS, ESPECIALLY POWS.
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€20429, SAANG DISTRICT, KANLAL PROVINCE, CAMBGDIR
FIELD: AMEMBASSY BANGKCK (AMB, LCM, POL,
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