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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE

SERIAL: 11R 6 @24 9267 92,

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VN).

SUBJECT: IIR 6 @24 @267 92/AMRUSH OF TWO ALLFGED

- AMERICAN SOLDIFRS AT PRASOT IN 1978,

- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ICI: TRg4PR,

REDS: D-VOP-2439-03-90,

SOURCE: CAMBODIAN NATIONAL HING LUN, A 52 TOA

R¥SIDENT OF PHUM TRA DETH (APPROX UTM GRID COORDS WT
966195), SYAY TEAP DISTRICT, SVAY RIENG PROVINCE,

CAMBODIA, WHD WITNESSED AN AMBUSH IN 1978. THE SOURCE

1S THE BROTHER OF THE STATF OF CAMBODIA (SOC)
BRIGADIER GENERAL HING LAN.

SUMMARY: TEIS IS A STONY BEACR REPORT. TREF WITNESS
REPORTED OBSERVING THE AMBUSH OF A JEEP CARRTING T¥O
CAUCASIAM SOTDIFRS AS TREY PASSED THROUGH THE VILLAGE
OF PRASOT, SVAY TFAP DISTRICT, SVAY RIENG PROVINCE,
DURING THE APRIL-JUNE TIMEFRAME OF 1978. BOTH
INDIVIDUALS WER® TILLED AND THEIR BOLIES THROWN INTO A
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NEARBY WELL.

TEIT: 1. ON MAT 7 THE RO (ALLAN MICHAELS),
ACCOMFANITD RY THY SOC VICF MINISTER FOR NATIONAL
SECTRITY MC NTON SARETH, STONY FEACH REPRESENTATIVE
THACH SAREN, SOC BG AING LAN, AND SOC INTERPRETER OUX
PUNTHAN, TRAVELFD 70 SVAY RIENG PROVIMNCE TC
INVESTIGATE THE CAPTPRE AND EARLY MOVEMENT PEASTS OF
TPY. INCIDENT INVOLVING AMERICAN JOURNALISTS SEAN FLINN
ANT TANA STONE. A PRELIMINARY MEETING RAD EFEN HFLD
IN SVAT RIENG TOWN ON 26 APRIL AT WHICH TIME
FROVINCIAL OFFICIALS AGRFED TO SFARCH FOR ANT
HOPEFNLLY PRODUCF, LOCAL VILLAGERS WHO MIGHT EAVE
WITNESS®D THE INCIDENT OR EAD SOME KNOWLEDGE OF THE
TRANSFFR OF TUE TWO AMERICANS THROUGH SVAY RIERG AND
INTO THF ATJOINING PROVINCE OF KAMPONG CHAM. ALSO
BROUGHT UP AT THTS MEETING, AS ¥ELL AS THE ONE HELD ON
% MAY FFTWEIN BG NEEDPANM, THE JTF COVMMANDER, AND THF
SgC VICT FINIST™ER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, LONG VISALO,
WAE AN ALIFAED TNCIDFNT INVOLVING THE KILLING OF TWO
AFEPICANS IN SVAY RIENG PROVINCE AND THEIR SUBSEQUENT
TYRIAL IN A& WELL. THIS INCIDINT WAS T0 BE
INVRSTIGATEL AS ¥FLL.

2, TNFORTUNATELY. TPON OUR ARPKIVAL IN CVAY PIERG
TOWE, WE DISCOVERED THAT THE LOCAL OFFICIALS COULD NOT
FROBUCE ANT WITHESSES TO THE CAPTNRE OF FLTNN ANT
STONE. (ANALYST COMMENT: IT SEEMS THAT THE OFFICIALS
FAY HAYF MISTAEENLY SEARCHED FOR WITNFSSES TOO FAR
WEST OF THT ACTUAL POINT OF CAPTURE., END COMMENT .)

MZ NUNN SARYTH FAS INFORMED THAT BOTH AMERICAN
JOURNALISTS, AS WFLL AS EIGHT ADDITIONAL FOREIGH
CCRRESPONTENTS, WERE CAPTURED BAST OF CHI PHU DURING A
FCUGR-DAY PERIOD IN EARLY APRIL 197®. TFF SEARCH FOR

¥ ITKESSES SHOULD THEPEFORE CONCENTRATE ON THF AREA
PETWEEN CHI PAU AND RAVET. MG SARETH ACYNOWLEDGED
THIS AFD STATFD AF WCULD FAVE FIS PFRSONNFL LOCY INTO
THE MATTEP ANT REPORT HIY FINDINGS AT A& LATER DATE.

%. TYE SOC SIDE DID, YOWEVER, PRODUCE AN INDIVIDUAL
VEO CLAIMYL TO FAVE WITNESSED THE AMBUSH OF TWO
ALLEGED AMERICANS IN 1970 IN PRASOT, SVAY TEAP
DISTRICT, SVAT RIFNG PROVINCF. THE WITNESS, HING LUN,
1S THE EROTHER OF A MEMBER OF THE JOINT INVESTIGATIVF
TEAM, BG HINS Law. THIS INCIDENT INVOLVED THE
SUPSEQUENT TISPOSAL OF TYE BODIES INTO A WELL AND WAS
THE ONE MENTIONED EY VICE MINISTER LOHG VISALO AND THE
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DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF SVAY RIENG DISTRICT DURING THE TWO
AFOREMENTIONFD FEETINGS.

4, MR. LUN STATED THAT THE AMBUSH OCCURRED IN EARLY
157¢, SOME TIMF AFTFR TFF LON NOL TAXEOVER AND JOINT
US/SQUTH TIETNAMESE INCURSION INTO CAMBODIA, IT TOOK
FLACE ALONG ROUTT 1 NEAR THE INTERSECTION WITH THF
EAMPONG RAD TISTRICT ROAD. A RESIDENT OF TRA DETH
VILLAGE, WHICH IS LOCATED ABOUT ONE KILOMETER
SOUTHWEST CF PRASOT, LUN FAS PRESENT IN PRASOT AT THE
TIME AS A RESPLT OF BEING HIRED T0 TRANSPORT PICE BY
£1 CART FOR A VIETNAMESE INDIVIDUAL. THE INGIDENT
GCCURRYD AT ABOUT 13£@. AS LUN HAS TRAVELING ALONG
ROUTE 1, HE WAS TOLD BY A LONE EHMER SOLDIER TO GET
OFF THE ROAD AND OUT OF THE WAY. THE SOLDIER WAS
HIDING IN A HOMSE ALCNG ~HE NORTHERN SIDF OF ROOTE 1.
SHORTLY THERTAFTER, & JEEP TRAVELING EAST APPROACHED
RIS POSITICN. THF KHMFR SOLDIFR OPENED FIRE WITH AN
AX-47, INS™ANTLY XILLING THE DRIVER OF THE VFHICLF,
¥WHO FAD RFEW SHOT IN THE HEAD, AND WOUNDING THE
FASSFNGFR. THT PASSENGER MANAGED TO EYIT TRE VERICLE
AND ATTEMPTYL TO RUN. HE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY SHOT DEAD
EY THE SCILDIFR WAC BAD MAINTAINED RIS POSITION IN THE
YOUST., THF FEMEF SCLDIER REMOVED WRISTVATCHES FROM
THF TWO BODIES AND THEN ORDERED ABOUT TEN VILLAGERS TO
CARRY THEM T0 A KFARBY WFLL AND DISPOSE OF THEM TRERF.
AFTER STATING THAT RF HAD JUST KILLED TWO AMIRICANS,
TEE FHMFER SOLNITR DISPERSFD THE VILLAGERS SATING THAT
THF AMFPICANS WOULD SHORTLY COME TO EOMB THE ARFA.

LUN STATED THAT FIVE HEILICOPTERS CAME ABOUT 30 MINUTES
LATER TO STRAFE AND BOMB AN AREA ABOUT 309 METFRS TO
THE SOUTH OF THE TNCIDENT. TRERE WERE NO SAR FORCES
EYIDENT AND WHEN ASXED Wd4Y THE HELICOPTERS DID NOT SEE
THF. AMPUSHEL VEHICLE, LUN RESPONDED TEAT IT WAD BEEN
PUSHED INTO A RAVINE AND COVERED WITH RAMBOO. [LTN WAS
UNSURE AS 10 WFETRER TWE PELICOPTERS WFHE AMERICAN,
VNAF, OF KHMER,

S, THE SOURCE STAT®D THAT THE TWO INDIVIDUALS WERE
CAUCASTAN AND WEARING GREEN MILITARY TYPE CLOTRING
¥ITH BLACK BOOTS. FEACH HAS CARRYING A PISTOL.

NEITFER WAS WEARING A EST. HE REPORTED THE VEHICLE
HAD A RADID AND THAT THE PASSENGFR HAT ATTEMPTED T0
USE IT DURING THE AMBUSH. LUN ALSO SAID THAT THIS
JTFP RAS TWI LFAD VEHICLE OF A& SMALL CONVOY; IT WAS
THF NNLY VEHICLE HIT, AS ™HE OTHERS (HI COULD NOT
REMEMBFR THE NUMBER), RETURNED FROM ®HENCE THET CAME
UNSCATHYD.

6. THE XHMER SOLDIER DID NOT ATTEMPT TO CAFTURE THE
ALLECED AMFRICANS OR GIVE THEM A CHANCE TC SURRENDFR.
4¥ JUST OPENFT FIRE WHEN ™HE YEHICLE CAMF IN HIf LINFE
OF SICHT. LIEEWISE, WYEN THE WOUNDED PASSENGER
ATTEMPTED 10 RUN, NO ATTFEMPT HAS MADE TC CAPTURF FIM
ALIVE OR GIVE HIM A CEANCE TO SURRENIER; HE WAS JUST
€90T. WHIN ASX®h IF ANY THMER OR VIETNAMESE CADRE
SUBSEQUENTLY CAME TO INVESTIGATE THE INCIDENT, LUW
REPLIED NO. WHEN ASKED IF THIS SOLDIER HAD RECEIVED
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SOMF SOR™ OF COMMENDATION FOR HIS ACTION, LUN
RFSPONDFD THAT WE DID NOT KNOW. HE DID STATE THAT HE
SAY THIS SOLTIER ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS AFTER TEE
INCIDENT. HIS NAME WAS SARONN AND HE WAS FROM A
NFAREY VILLAGE CALLED TROK (POSSIBLY PRUM TRAOY AT UTHM
COORDS WT SE€M1£5), THE SOLDIEP AND HIS FAMILY,
HOWEVER, WERY SUBSEQUENTLY EXECUTED DURING THE POL POT
RFGIME.

7. LUN REPORT®D THAT AN ARVN UNIT WAS SITTATED ONLY
ABOUT TwO XILOMETERS TO THE EAST OF WHAERF TUE INCIDINT
OCCURRFD. ADLITIONATLY, HE STATFD THAT IN A PAGODA
COMPOUND TO THE WEST NEAR SVAY RIENG TOWN, WERE
POSSIBLY SOFE AMFRICAN ARTILLERY FORCIS. THE SOURCE
¥AS ASKED IF ANT AMERICAN OR SOUTE VIETNAMESF FORCES
IVFNTUALLY CAME INTO PRASCT AND EITHEIR SFARCHFD FOR
THF TW0 MISSING SOLDIERS OR POSSIBLY CQULD HAVE BEEN
LED TO THE GRAVESITE BY LOCAL VILLAGERS., LUN REFLIED
TRAT LEES TUAN A MONTH AFTER THE INCILENT, ARVN FORCES
MOYED INTO PRASO®, ALTHOWGH HF HAS NOT POSITIVE, HE
DID NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY BODIES WERE RECOVERED. HE
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LFFUTY CRATR¥AN OF SVAY RIENG DISTRICT DURING THF TwO
AFOREMFNTIONFD MEXTINGS.

SATT THAT THE XKHMER VILLAGERS WERE AFRAID OF THE ARVN
AKD PROBAPRLY WOULT NOT EAVE INFORMED TEFFM COF THF
INCIDENT.

o, LUN STATFD TUYAT TuF WELL ¥WAS LOCATED ON THF
SCUTHFRN SILF OF FOUTE 1. IT HAS NEAR A SCHOOL AND
SOME HY0USES THAT WERE DRSTROYTD DURING THE WAR. NO
TILLAGFR® RETURNFD TO REEUILD IN THIS GENFRAL ARFA AND
LUN BELIEVES THAT THE WELL REMAINED UNUSED.

PRESENTLY, ITS FYACT LOCATION IS UNYNOWN. IT WAS MORF
THAN LIKELY BROXEN DOWN AND COVERED QVER. TFREE LAPAF
WAREHOUSES HAVE BEEN BUILT IN THE GENERAL AREA WHERE
TEFT SOURCF REMF¥BERS TFE WELL TO HAVE EFEN, LFADING TO
THF, POSSTIBILIT™Y THAT I™ NOW RESTS UNLER THE FIOO® OF

ONE.

S. ANALYTICAL COMMENT: THERE IS5 NO RECORD OF AN
INCIDENT IN CAMBODIA IN GENERAL, OR STAY RIENG
FROVINCY® IN FARTICULAR, INVOLVING AMERICAN LOSSFS TAHAT
CAN CORRILATE TC THE INFORMATION PROVILFD BY THE
SOURCE. TUL CAPTURE OF THE TWO CORRESPONDENTS, FLYANN
AND ST™ONE, AND THE 1872 SHOOTDOWN OF AN £-2 AIRCRAFT
THAT RESULTED IY TRE CAPTURE OF ITS PILOT, CAPTAIN
PAYFR, WFREF TFFT ONLT TWO LOSS INCIDENTS FOR SVAY
FIENG, CAPTAIN BAY¥ER WAS SUPSEQUENTLY RELFASFD AT LoOC
NINY IN FERRUARY 1973. ALTHOUGH THE FLYNN AND STONE

. CASE REMAIN UNRFSCLVED, THE TWO WERE ENQWN TO FAVE
SURVIVED CAPTUPRE, HAVE FEEN SUBSEQUENTLY MOVFD INTO
YAMEONG CHAM PROVINCF, AND AS ALL EVIDENCE COLLECTED
S0 FAR WOULD SEFM 70 INDICATE, EXECUTFD THERE. FIGHT
OTHER FOREIGN JOURNALISTS WERE CAPTURED {OR KILLED) IN
THE SAMP GFNFRAL AREA AIONG ROUTE 1 WITHIN TPREF DAYE
OF FLYNN AND STONE, ™90 OF THE INCIDENTS LO NOT
CORRELATY WITF THE SOURCE’S REPORT SINCE EACH INVOLVED
THE 1055 OF THREE PERSCNNEL: ONE GROUP INCLUDED TWO
JAPANESE AND A FRENCH™AN, WHILE THE SECOND CONSISTED
OF THRFY FRENCOFMFN. TKE THIRD INCIDENT INVOLYED TWO
OTRER FUROPEAN PROTQJOMRNALISTS, DIETER BELLFNDORF, A
GERMAN, AND GEORGE GENSLUCKNER, AN AUSTRIAN.
REPORTING INDICATES TFAT TEE TWO WERE TRAVELING FAST
ALONG ROTTE 1, THROUGH SVAY FIENG, WHEN THEY DUMPFD
THEIR DRIVER, W30 HAS RELUCTANT 70 CONTINUE THE
JOMRNFY, THFIR LAST KNOWN RFPORTED LOCATION WAS
PRASOT. THE TWO WERE ALLEGEDLY STOPPED AND ARRESTFD
BY COMMUKIST GUTRRILLAS BETWEEN CHI PRU AKD PAVET.
ALTHOTGH THE NUMBEP OF PERSONNEL ANL TIMEFRAME MATCH,
REPORTING DOES MOT INDICATE THE T¥0O WERE AMBUSHED IN
PRASOT. ADDITIONALLY, THEY WERE DRIVING A MERCEDES
BENZ CA%, NOT A& JEEP. I™ IS NOT ENOWN IF THE T¥O
COULD PAVF BFEN WEARING MILITARY TAPE CLOTHING OR
CAPRYING HANDGUNS. THE RC ALSO PURSUED A LINF OF

QUESTIONING ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE TWO

INDIVIDUALS IN THE JFEP WERE SOUTH VIFTNAMFSE

PFRSONNTL RETURNING T0 "HEIR UNIT EAST OF FPRASOT. LN

SIMPLY REPLI®D THAT THE T¥Q WERE CAUCASIANS, NOT
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