
, 
·-'1/3 BF llNCLASSIFIED USDAOIANGIOKoR/ 02465~/01 

-le-

vzezc 
HH RUE-JCS RRl"AAA RUEIJCS RUEIC RUEIJCS RUHQROA 
RHQrMCY Rn'AlIA AnEQRQA RUEIKL RUEHHK RUEHIF 
IUMTfS 
DJ RUE~EY #4e59/01 142 co 
Z NR t'U~'Jn 
R 210510Z MAY 92 
Er USDAO HNGKOI THIIP~-MIA/ / 
TO RUEKJCS I DIA WASHING.ON DC//PW-MIA/DOF/DOF31/ 
INFO HUPAA, / WRITE¥OUSE .ASIDC/ /NSC/ / 
&UEKJC~ 1 'ECDEF WASHDC/IOASD-I5A/PW-MIA// 
RUEHC / SEC STATE WASHDC//EIP/VLC/EAP DAS QUINN// 
RUEIJCS / JCS WAS'DCIIJ5/0JCS-F~-MIA// 
RUHO EQA / 'lSC INC P\ C HONOLULll H II / J2/ J233/ J3/ J36/ / 
RBB"MC' / JICPAC 'orOLULU HI//OTC/OBU// 
RUEAIlA / CIA 'IASGDCI/DDO/PCS/LCG/NIL/EA/ICOG POw// 
RUHQHQA I CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 
RUFoIL / U5DAO 'UILA LUMFUR//SI// 
RUtHH! / n.no HONG KONG//PW-MIA// 
RUEHPF / USMISSION PHNOM PENH//JTF-FA DET 4// 
RUMTFS / &PFMBASS· VIENTIANE//JTF-FA DET 3// 
£T 
UNCLAS SECTION 111 OF ~3 BANGIOK TH 24659 

U N C LAS S I F I F D 

'l'HIS IS A STONY EIACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: lIB 6 024 0267 92. 

COUNTRY: VIETNA~ (VN). 

SUBJECT, lIR 6 024 0267 92/ AMBUSR OF TWO ALLFGED 
ArERICAN SOLDIFR5 AT PRASOT IN 197e. 

rCI, 

RIOS: 

DEPART~ENT OF DEFEN SE 

D-VOP-2430-03-90. 

GLAS S , 
CHRG~ , 
APPRV: 
DRF'f'D: 
CtEA R, 
D I STR, 

OPG IN , 

SOURCE' CA~BODIAN NATIONAL HING LUN, A 52 TOA 
RFSIDENT OF P~UM 'IRA DETH (APPROX U'lM GRID COORDS WT 
966195), SVAv 'HAP 'DrSTRIC'", SVAY RIENG PROVINCE, 
CAMBODIA, WHO WITNESSED AN AMBUSH IN 1970. THE SOURCE 
IS THE BRn'lHH OF THE STATF OF CAMBODIA (SOC) 
BRIGADIER G~NERAL BING LAN. 

SUMMAR', TBIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. TRI WITNFSS 
REPORTED OBSERVING oHE AMBUSH OF A JEEP CARRYING TWO 
CAUCASIAN SOtDIERS AS TalY PASSED THROUGH THE VILLAGE 
OF PRASOO, SVAT oFAP DISTRICT, SVAT RIENG PROVINCE, 
nURING THE APRIL-JUNE TIMEFRAME OF 1970. BOTH 
INDIVIDUALS IER. ~ILLED AND THIIR EODIES THROWN INTO A 
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TEIT: 1. ON ~A' 7 T~E FO (ALLAN MICHAELS), 
AccorPANITD 'Y T~' SOC VICI rINISTIR lOR NATIONAL 
SECn~ITY rc NIICN SARETK. STONY EEACH RIUR!SENTATIVE 
THACH SAR~N, snc HG ~ING LAN, AND SOC INTERPRETER OUI 
PD.T.AN, TRAVltJP TO SVA, RIING PROVINCF TO 
I~V!~TIGA~E .HE CAPT"Rt A~r IA~Ll ~OVlriNT PHAsrs OF 
,PI INCIDI"T INVOLVING AMERICAN JOURNALISTS SEAN FLYNN 
ANt DANA S.ONE. A PIELI"INIRY ~EETING RAD EFIN arLD 
IN SVAY RIENG TOIN ON 26 APRIL AT WHICH TIME 
PROVINCIA!, OFFICIALS AGREED TO SURCH FOR AND 
HOPEF'llLY PRODocr, LOCAL VILLAGERS WHO MIGHT HA"E 
WITNESSED THE INCIDENT OR HAD SOME KNOWLEDGE OF THI 
TRANSFER OF .qI TWO AMERICANS THROUGH SVA! RIENG AND 
INTO THI ArJOINING PFOVINCE OF KAMPONG CHAr. ALSO 
BROUGHT UP AT THIS MELTING, AS WELL AS THE nNE HELD ON 
27 "AY BITrEIN HG NEEDRA", THE JTF COfMANDER, IND THF 
SOC VICI fINI"'ER FOR FO>EIGN AFIAIRS, LONG VISALO, 
WAS AN ALIYOID INCID'NT INVOLVING THI IILLING OF TWO 
ArEF ICANS IN SVAY FliNG PROVINCE AND THEIR SURSEQUJ'NT 
BURIAL IN I WELL. THIS INCIDENT WAS TO IE 
l~V~STJGATII AS WFLL. 

2. UNFOn!'.'TELY. 11PON OUR A>FIVAL IN SIn PIENG 
TOWt), WE DISCOVERED THAT THE LOCAL OFFICIALS COULD NOT 
FRODUCE ANY WLT~'ESSES TO THI CAPTORE OF FLTNN AND 
STONE. (ANALYST COMMENT, IT SEEMS THAT THE OF~ICIALS 
fAY FAVE MHTHENLY ,IARCRED FOR ~lT'NfSSFf TOO FAR 
WEST OF 'III ACTnAL POINT OF CAPTURI. END rO~MENT.) 
MG NUON SAR'T~ FAS INFORMED THAT BOTH A~ERICAN 
JOURNALIST", AS wnL AS EIGHT ADDI'l'IONAl l'OREIGN 
CCRRESPONDENTS, HRE CAPTUR~D EAST OF CHI PHU D\T~ING A 
FCuR-DI! PERlor IN URLY APRIL 1970. TPE ~EARCH FOR 
liITNESSE, SHOULD "EEPEFOFF CONCENoRATE ON THF ARIA 
P.ET~EEN CHI FijU AND ~AVIT. MG SARETH ACKNOWLEDGED 
THIS I>'D STAlin HI WCULD HI.n HIS PERSONNfl. LOC< INTO 
THE MAOTE? AND >rpOR. HIS FINDINGS AT A LATER DATE. 
3. THE SOC SIDE DID, HOWEVER, PRODUCE AN INDIVIDUAL 
WHO CtAlrn TO PAIt WITNEssn THE ArBUS? OF T.O 
ALUGED AMERICANS IN 1970 IN ?RASOT, SVAT TEAP 
DISTRICT, ~VAY RIING PROVINCE. THE WITNESS, HING LUN, 
IS THE BROTHER OF A ~EMEER OF THE JOINT INVESTIGATIVF 
TEAM, BG lING LAN. THIS INCIDENT INVOLVED THE 
StlE~E~UENT ~rS'POSAL or T?E BODIES INTO A WELL .a,ND WAS 
THE ONE MEN"IONFD BY VICE MINISTER LO~JG VIsno AND THE 
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DEPUTY CHAIR~AN OF SVAY RIENG DISTRICT DURING THE TWO 
AFORE~ENTIONID rE!TINGS. 

4. MR. LUN STATID THAT THE AMEUSH OCGURRED IN EARLY 
lS70, SOME Tin AFTER Tn LON NOL TAKEOVER AND JOINT 
US/SOUTH VIE~NAMESE INCURSION INTO CAMBODIA. IT TOOK 
FLACE ALONG ROUTT 1 NEAR THE INTERSECTION WITH THF 
KAMPONG RAU rlSTRICT ROAD. A RESIDENT OF TRA DETH 
VILLAGE, WHICH IS LOCATED ABOUT ONE KILOMETER 
SOUTHWEST OF PRASOT, LUN HAS PRr.SENT IN PRASOT AT THE 
Tlr,E A~ A ~EsnLT OF EEING HIRED TO TRANSPORT PICE n 
rx CART FOR A VIETNAMESE INDIVIDUAL. THE INCIDENT 
OCCUFRvD AT AEOUT 13e0. AS LUN HAS TRAVELING AlONG 
ROUTE 1, HE WAS TOLD H A LONE KHMER SOLDIER TO GET 
OFF TRF ROAr AND CUT OF TRf, WAY. THE SOLDIER WAS 
HIDING IN A Hon,E ALONG THE NORTHERN SIDE OF ROUTE 1. 
SHORTL! THEREAFTER, A JEEP TRAVELING EAST APPROACHED 
HI! POSITION. TIJ KHrFR SOLDlrR OPENED FIRE WITH AN 
AK-17, INS"ANTLY KILLING THE DRIVER OF THE VEHICLF, 
WHO HAD FUN SHOT IN THE HEAD, AND WOUNDING THE 
PASSINGFR. THE PASSENGER MANAGFD TO IllT THE VEHICLE 
AND ATTEMPTtD TO RUN. HE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY SHOT DIAD 
!' THE SOlDI!R WHC RAD ~AINTAINED HIS POSITION IN THE 
!lOUSE. THE <Rrn SOLDIER REMonD WRIS"VATCHES FROM 
THE TWO BODIES AND THEN ORDERED ABOUT TEN VILLAGERS TO 
CARR! TREr TO A ~1ARRY ~rLL AND DISPOSE OF THEr THERr. 
AFTER STATING THAT HE HAD JUST KILLED TWO AMERICAN', 
THE KHrlR SOL~I'R DISPERSFD THE VILLAGERS SAYING THAT 
THI AMFPICANS WOIlLD "ORTLT COME TO EOMH THE AREA. 
LUN STAnD THAT FIVE HELICOPTERS CAME HOUT 3~ MINU~ES 
LATER TO S~RAFE AND BorB AN AREA ABOU~ 300 rETF,RS TO 
THE SOUTH 0, THE INCIDENT. TFERE WERE NO SAR FORcrs 
IVIDENT AND WHEN AS' ED .RY THE HELICOPTERS DID NOT SEE 
TEI ArBUSHH VEHIC!.E, LUN RISPONDED THAT IT RAD BEEN 
PUSHF.D INI0 A RAVINE AND COVEHF.D WITH HA~BOO. LON VAS 
UN,URE AS ~O WHET?ER THE PELICOPTERS 'ERE A~ERICAN, 
VNAF, OF KHrER. 
5. THE SOURCE STAT~D THAT THE TWO INDIVIDUALS ~ERr. 
CAUCASIAN AND WFARING GREEN rlLITARY TlPE CLOTHING 
WITH BLACK BOOTS. rACH HAS CARR!ING A PISTOL. 
nlTRER WAS HARING A .n. HE REPORTED THE VEHICLE 
HAD A RADIO AND 'HAT THE PASSENGER HAr ATTI~PTID ~O 
USE IT DURING THE AMBUSH. LUN ALSO SAID THAT THIS 
JUP HAS THE LfAD HHICLY. 01 A ,rILL CONVOY; IT WAS 
THF ON!'! VIHIcn HI~, AS "HE OTHERS (HE C01lLD NOT 
REMEMBER ToE NUMBER). RETURNU FROM ,.,ENCE THEY CAME 
UN:::CATH!D. 

6. THE ~HME~ SOLDIER DID NOT ATTEMPT TO CAPTURB THE 
ALLEGED A~'RICANS OR GI" THE~ A CRANCE TO FURRENDFR. 
HE JnST OPENFr FIRE rHIN ~HE VEHICLE CA~F IN HI~ LIN~ 
OF ~IGBT. LIKEWISE, VIEN THE 10U~DED PASSENGER 
ATTErFTfD ~o ~UN, NO ATUrPT HAS ~'ADE TO CAPTURE PI~ 
ALIVE OF GIVE HIM A CRANCE TO SURRENrER; HE WA~ JUST 
SRO~. WHEN ASK'~ IF ANY KHMER OR VIETNAMESE CADRE 
snSFonEN01T CAME TO INnSTIGATE THE INCIDENT, LUN 
REPLIED NO. WHEN ASKf.D IF THIS SOLDIER HAD RECEIVED 
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SOME SOR~ OF COMMENDATION FO~ HI~ ACTION, LUN 
RESPONDfD THAT "~ DID NOT KNOW. HE DID STATE THAT HE 
SAW THIS SOUIER ON A NU~EER OF OCCASIONS AFTER THE 
INCIDENT. HIS NAME WAS SARONN AND HE WAS FROM A 
NUREY VILI,AGE CALLED TROK (POSS IELY PRUM TRAOK AT UTM 
COORDS WT S€~1f,5). THE SOLDIE? AND HIS FAMILY, 
HOWEVER, WERE SUESEQUENTLY EXECUTED DURING THE POL POT 
RFGlrE. 

7. LUN REPORT~D THAT AN ARVN UNIT WAS SITOATED ONLT 
ABOUT TWO KltOMETERS TO THE EAST OF WHIRl THE INCIDENT 
OCCURRED. ADrITIONAlLT, HE STATFD THAT IN A PAGODA 
COMPOUND TO THE WEST NEAR SHY RIENG TOWN, WERE 
POSS IE!.! SOMr ArFRICAN ARTILLERY FOR CIS. THE SOURCE 
WAS ASKn IF ,ANY AMERICAN OR SOUTH VIiTNAMESF FORCES 
EVFNTUALLV CAME INTO PRI,SOT AND EITHER SEARCHED FOR 
THE T';O MISSING SOLDIERS OR POSSIBLY COULD HAVE BEEN 
LED TO THE GRAHSITE BY LOCAL VILLAGERS. LUN REPLIED 
THAT tISS ~PAN A ~ONTH AETER THE INCIIENT, ARVN FORCES 
MOVED INTO PFASOT. ALTHonGH HE HAS NOT PO~ITIVE, HE 
DID NOT ~E1IEH THAT ANY BODIES WERE RECOVERU. HE 
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EFFUTT CHAIR"AN OF SVA, PIENG DISTRICT DURING THF Tro 
AFORE~'~TION'D MEFTING~. 
SAlt THAT THE KH~ER VILLAGERS VERE AFRAID OF THE ARVN 
HD PROPAPLY WOULc NOT HAVE INFORMED TP.F~ OF T~F 
INCIDENT. 

~. tUN ST,TJD TU'T T~l WELL WAS LOCATED ON TSF 
~CUTHFRN 'IDF OF ROUTE 1. IT HAS NEAR A SCHOOL AND 
SO"I ~OUS~, THAT 'NEU DFSTROHD DURING THE WAR. NO 
V!LLAG'R' RETURNFD TO RUUILD IN THIS GFNFRIL ARFA AND 
LUN BELIE.IS THAT THE VELL REMAINED ONUSED. 
PRESENTI", ITS IIACT LOCATION IS UNvNOWN. IT WAS fORF 
THAN L1yFtY PROKEN "O'IN AND COHRED OVER. TPREE LAP".I 
WAREHOUSES HAVE BEf,N BUILT IN TRE GENERAL AREA W~ERI 
TP.I SOURC' RI~'"BERS T"E WILL TO RAVE lIEN, LrADING TO 
THY. T.lO~~I]ILI"'T 'T'FlA'" II'!' N014 ~EST~ UNI:ER THE FI,OOP OF 
ONE. 

g. ANAPnCAL CO"~EN!: THERE IS NO RECORD OF AN 
INCIDEN~ IN CA~BODIA IN GENERAL, OR SVAY RIENG 
FROVINcr IN FARTICULAR, INVOLVING AMIRICAN LOSSFS THAT 
CAN CORRELA"! TO .HI INFORMATION PROVIDfD pv .HE 
SO'JRCE. T"I rAPTURE OF THE TWO CORRESPONDENTS, FLYNN 
AND S"ONE, AND THE 1972 SHOOTDOWN OF AN e-2 AIRCRAFT 
THAT RESUtTED IN THE CAPTURE OF ITS PILOT, CAPTAIN 
BHER, HRI TPF ONU TWC LOSS INCIDINTS FOR SVAY 
FLING. CAPTAIN EAKER VAS SUPSEODENTLY RELEASrD A. LOC 
NIN~ IN FEPRUARY 1973. ALTHOUGH THE FLYNN AND STONE 
CASI REMAIN UNRFSOLVID, THE TWO WERI KNOWN TO PAVE 
SURVIVED CAPTll"!, HAVI lEEN SUISEQUENTLY MOVYD IN"O 
vA.FONG CRAM PROVINCF, AND AS ALL IVIDINCE COLLECTED 
SO FAR WOTJLD SErM .0 INDICATE, EnCunD THERE. EIGHT 
OTHER FOREIGN JOURNALISTS WERE CAPTURED (OR KILLED) IN 
THE SAn r.INnAt. AREA !lONG ROUTE 1 ~ITHH T"RU DAYS 
OF FLYNN AND S.ONI. .'0 OF THI INCIDENTS DO NOT 
CORRILAT' WIT, THI SOURCE'S REPORT SINCE EACH INVOLV~D 
THE 105. Of THREE PFRSONNEL: ONE G~OUP INCLUDED TWO 
JAPANESE AND A FRENCH~AN, WHILE THE SECOND CONSIS"ED 
OF T"RF! FRENC"rFN. T"E THIRD INCIDENT INVOLHD TWO 
OTHER EllRonAN "HO.OJOllRNALISTS, DnTU ~ELLENDOU, A 
GER"AN, AND GEORGE GINSLUCKNER, AN AUSTRIAN. 
RE"ORTING INDICATES THAT THE TWO WERE TRAVELING FAST 
A1.0NG nOll'E 1, TH"OllGH SVAY PIENG, WHEN .HEY DUMPED 
TREIR DR IVIR, no RAS R~LUCTANT TO CONTINUE THI 
JOnRNEY. THFII LAST INO~N REPORTED LOCATION WAS 
PRASOT. THE TWO WUE ALLEGEDLY STOPPED AND ARRE'TID 
BY COfMeNIST GUERRILLAS ~ETWEEN CHI PHU AND PAVET. 
AUHOI'GH THE NUM]E] OF PER.ONNEL AND TIMFFRAME MA"CM, 
UPORTING DOES >rOT INDICATE THE TWO WERE AMBUSHED IN 
PRASOT. ADDITIONALLY, THEY WERE DRIVING A MERCEDES 
BINZ CAP, NO" A JEEP. IT IS NOT KNOWN IF THE TYO 
COULD HAVE BYEN WEARING MILITARY TAPI CLOTHING OR 
CABRYING RANDGUN5. THE HO ALSO PURSUED A LINE OF 

QUESTIONING AROUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE TWO 
INDIVIDUALS IN T'BI JIEP WERE SOUTH VI!TNAMYSE 
PIRSONNIL RETURNING TO "HEIR UNIT EAST OF PRASO". LUN 
SIMPLY REPLI'D THAT THE TWO WERE CAUCASIANS, NOT 
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VIETNAMESE. 

/IPSP: PG 243e//. 
//CO"SO]J: 5~1/1. 
FROJ: 6999-1e. 
COLL: APt AC. 
INSTR: US: NO. 
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FREP: ALLAN MIC"ALES. 
ENCL: NONE. 
ACQ: 9206~7, PRASOT, SVAY RIING PROVINCE, CP. 
DISSE~: FInD: ArE~BASSl BANGKOK (A~~, Dcr, POT., 

SA, DATLO, trIA, CJTF). 
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