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nlr~ctor. vtatn~. LIO. and ~a~uchea 
lI11reau of lia.t Aalan and rac1flc Afhlr. 
Dep.r~nt of State 

Pu~portad Location and Identification of the 
Remain. of a U.8. "ilitary Officer In the 
Socl~ll.t aapublic of Vietn .. (R~), .rivate 
F.fforta In the Say to Purcha •• tha ,. •• lna of 
t'.s. Military 'anon"«1 IIlaalnq-In-Action (1111.1 
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by an ethnic 
IVI.tnaDese private trader of do; teg. purported to belong to a 
U.!l, flUltary GrUen, .n.' 12) the atUrapU by an ethnic Chlnu! 
.erchant fro .. Cholon, In t"e .outhern IRV, 0:0 purch •• e tho 
re •• ine ~f any U.S, Militery per.onnel in the IRV.. . 
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S"",'r.CT. Pllrpo~t." LoCllt Ion and Ident if icatlon of the Remef nil 

ot • O.~. "tIltery Officer, Private Efforta In the 

SOcl.lllt .epunlic of Vl.tna~ to Parcha.e the ae~eln. 

of U.S. "11itftry Perlonnel "i.lnq-In-~ctlon. 

1. In hbruery lll~l 
~purchaa.d the nOQ 
purported to be a U. S ... i 1 i ta~y ofUcer fro ... Bahn"r tribeamen 

(or 15,000 Sochllal II"pul> 1 1(" of Vletna .. (S~VI [long. 

(~e.dqu.rt.rl Co~ •• nt. u.~.~.ls nlnc SRV [long at the 

SRV·.et rste of ."ellsn, ... J ..... h.'ri .. d these .. ,,'"ain,; 10 

ldlo~elerH louth of Qui ll~"n, NQhl. Blnh Pr·)vince, SRV. The 

lIbhn.r trlbe".an, who c;al""rI that the " .. c ...... " ha<1 bern a 11.5. 

Lleut .. r.anl Colonel, had found the reaaln" ooe kil~"ter fro", "n 

Truonq Village. The dOQ taqs carried the n,~e ((Smith», Lee. 

~ Co .. ,..ent: "Ialted tht: sit~ where the ce .. a:ns 

had alloqedly been found and I"entlfl .. " An rruonq as an area 

i'OP'Jlaten by Bahner trihe ... en fou' .. kllo.eter. from th<.> Donq Pho 

~rafflc Pollee chectpolnt nn Route 19 to the cast of the ~n Jh. 

Peg", !lghia Binh provi..,cp.) (llelldquarter!! :OI'1ment: The Behner, 

b Hon-}i.tJ~(:'r ethnic ,=a0lJj.J, :-;ccrr. to continue to li'Je cuncentrllted 

In .the area nDrt". of t!:~ ('arlse Plateeu in the ~e'''' ~ion of 

!lghla Binh Province, r.orth"pst"rn Phu r.hanh i'rO'llclI"Ce and 

"o"the88t~rn Gle la;-r.or,g 'TUl'I ProvincE'. '!'t .• individu .. l 

ide"'tlfl~n ae lleutpr.~n· (o\nnel S~lth t~ d!finitely rot an 

un~ccoun:ed for 1:.5. rnidl,ry officer.) The Bahner trib.sman 

cOdld provide no f~rthe: in!urmation on the circumstances of the 

dl1<:ov p ry of the r! .... I..,q. Refore ~ hough~ thr. r .. " .. ine 

he ha~ d18C~.I .. d thr ~'ll.' with ~ reldtlve~ in Qui 

'Hr:on, aa "Well aft with 'Jlai/'t""1l:.1fte(1 cOnl&ct9 1n He Chi Minh City. 

2. In :.te J'ehr"HV l~n)JIf~dri"d tho re",alns of 

the alleged C.S, rrll~t ... y '.tflce~ard of a .,eat pa5try 

Reller n~red (LNl") (( So',) \. "it th~ hll'::l~ of a lemon tree. Son l s 

house WbR lo=at@d !!tout'" ." th~ OiftlJ Tr~ Brldqe, 10 kilometet"e 

Routh of <,ul Nho"" City "n ilt1~""Y No. One. "road l"rl to Son's 

house fro", e church 0" '~I If!ft side of th! hi'l~'" • Son'. house 

"OS approxilletely 200 ..... ,., ~ from the church. plenn!d 

to solI th. re ... lns for " ,·rrfit to an ethnic C lnc<;r huslne •• ltar. 

the re~&,cC "ouln facilitate his 
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r ...... ttl ...... nt in th. U.F. ~r"_nt: .-.~l.i"'~c\ th ••.. 

~
b)l t to I1re .. en ."arf "'-"~r.f" locat !.o~a ln~.~ 

eft the c!oq taQC· w.th ~l~ brone~ h the ERV l1~fna h"­

Ie t .. country.l 

3. thro~q~. ao l"!.st Illte fetr~ary 

1ge3 sev ~e&s~en frD~ Cholon In 110 Chi 

"inh City >!~r.1clpallty in 'I, .. oOuthern SRV "'ere offering to 

purchale the reoa!ne of I).S. dlltary p<<<80Iln .. 1. The.e 

bu~inee8:""1t'n bel1eved t~lot proIJld1ng 1nforrne;r:.1on l~ddint? to the 

recovery of BUCr. re .. a1", w"Jlcl ass!st H'err In their effort! to 

resettle In tha C.S. ur.~cr the provlsl~· 5 ot the OrJerly 

('-Pr;\rt'.:re ?r('t1r!~ arl'" t.-~t th"!' r'2'~at· " of ~he U.S. "'11itary 

~}l r!'-Oonnel whORe reralr,q ....... ,.' ((.r':J .... pl". .!)\.:1 i s[-onsl')r tLeir 

rf"9f>~:le .. ent. An e-t:--,n:r' ~I,:ne~e ",~rch":-'I": l·)catE'd at 99 LUOi,Q ~t'lU 

Hne Street ir. Cholo .... we.o.t .. ftp("lg fO'Jr t~E"~" of ClO:<i fnr th~ 

rer"/"Ifne- (l~ arty C.S. ":1!:.lllY l-.)f"r~n!,nel fl)unl in tr.o:' SFV. 71.~ 

r',?r,·h...,r-t ,,'~Fl'" o!!prj:.o(: "' ... ·.·~; .. '!1n/'\: l')('In'JC; nf S,O('lO !=P'J [\On,] !or 

d0<l t~0e as proof Clf :-~I'~~ \ ~ ir:~t.lnr.. "1 -:t:c JCJh the"c ·~t fer5 by 

t~.e ettl:-.1C Chinese ... eI.r.tuH·~ "i wf-re ..... eoll )(n()'iMI1 in the ~r(>a, rr.o~t 

inr1tv~r.u~le: wprt r{-l • .:rt.~.,~ tr: ~pco"'f> ir,v~)lv·~n, believinr; thitt 

8uC': Invt:11'wepoent. 't,uJlrl .. It :"'r.t~.'1 l'O<n€' to tie at~entlc'n o! the 

::?'J H:f'>.l::>lry o~ I!"'ltpr I')" t n(, '1('i V...:/BS": ~n'i \K)Jlc rps.l\t 10 an 

invcl,t.igt\t!.on by orr~' rJ .. \ ic.:d :;ccurity Dep~t'tment o(!:,.cers. 

'!'c.es~ ir.~!vld·Hh felt P,H they \rou:c1 be ~tin.'1eo or. their 

OV~rE~~. contoct~ ar:d I'f')[ol:ly feloca~ed If charge~~ havlnc; 

used .uch contacts to r0pcrt the loc.tion of re~cln. cf U.S. 

r'llllt.ry p~raonn.l were '·C\·fi:ant !oteel. (l!e.dlu.rter~ Co","ent: 

One toel oC gold equ.lo )).8 qraK.".) 
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