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1 sUBIEZ(Y 1 Purported Location and Identification of the
Remains of a U.5. Mllitary Officer in the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam (FRV}; Private
Ffforts in the SRV to Purchase the Remains of
U.5. Military Parsonnal Missing-In-Action (XIA)
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to you (s a report

pr nforhation concerning purchase by an ethnic
lvietnanese private trader of dog tage purported to belong to a
U.S. Hilitary Gfficer, and (2} the attempts by an ethnic Chinese
merchant from Cholon, in the southern SRV, =0 purchase the

temaing of any U.S. Military personne!l found in the B8RV,
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SUATECT: Purported Location and Identificstion of the Remains
of a U.5. Kilitary Officer; Private Efforts in the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam to Parchase the Remains
of U.8. Military Personnel Mising-In-Action.

1. 1n Pebruary 19813
purchased the doa t 'Sina of an individual
purportecd to be a U.S, rilitary officer from a Bahnar tribesaman
for 15,000 Socialist Repunblic of Vietnam (SRV) DNong.
(Headquarters Comsent: U.S5. $1.00 equals ninc SRV Dong at the
SRV-set rate of exchange ) buried these remains 10
xilometers south of Qui nhon, Nania Binh Province, SRV. The
Bshnar tribeawan, who cialmed that the deceased had becn a (. S5.
Licutenant Colonel, had {ound the remsins one kilometer fror An
Truong Village. The doq tags carried the name ((Smith}), Lee.
coxrment: JEINEIENEER"i6ited the sit: where the cemains
Fad alleqedly been found and {dentified An [ruonq as an area
ropulated by Bahnar trihegmen four Xtlomerecs from the Dong Pro
traffic Police checkpoint on Route 19 to the cast of the An Khe
Pasns, Nghia Binh Province.) {lleadquarters Z“omment: The Bahnar,
a Mon-Fhmer ethnic group, suem to cont inue to live concventrated
in the areca north of the Carlac Platsau !n the wes«ern paption of
Nghia Binh Province, rorthweatern Phu Fhanh Prov.pce and
goithesatern Gia Lai-Cong ‘Tum province, Tre individual
{de~tified aa Lleuteran> (olnnel Smith {1 definitely rot an
unaccounted for I'.S. miijtary officer.) The Baknar tribesman
could provide no furthe: information on the circumstances of the
discovery of the remaina, Refore ﬂhouqh: the remains
re had dilecussed the ratter with frierqds and relatives §n Qui

Mron, as well as with gnldévnitified contacts in Ho (hi Minh City.

2. In .ate Fehrusry lﬂnll*uried the remains of
the alleged U,5, militavy «tficer 1n the yard of a meat pastry
feller narad (LNUY (S0 )Y, at the hacr of & lemon tree. Son's
house was located south i the Dieu Tr. Bridge, 10 kilomerers
aouth of Cui Nho= City on Highway No., One. A road led to Son's
house from a church on tre left side o€ the hiqhway. Son's house
was approximately 200 w-tiis from the church, #planned
to sell the rersins for - wrrefit to an ethnic Chinese businessmarn
who hoped that the rera. ¢ would facilitate his
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reactt]ement in the U.F. qr:omnt: ?claimed the 8-
b ijty to Araw an exact rman 0D LRE lncation 3 rera:ns.’
#e!t the dog taars w.th his brotrer in the ERV before h

led the country.)

3. p throuvgh s+ least latec Fetruary
1923 geveras etnnic Chinegpr husinessmen frorm Cholon 1n Jio Ch:

Minh City Muricipality in the southern SRV were offering to
purchase the remains of U.S5. milltary personnel. These
businessmen believed that providing informarion leadinc to the
recovery of such rewrajins woald assist ther LD theitr efforts to
resettle in the U.S. urder the provisiz-s of the Orderly
pepartyre Proqrar arAd t-at tha relat’ . of “he U.S. military
pLrsonnel whose rerairs wore rreover.  wouli sponent their
regepz<lerent. An etnnic “hinest merchan located at 99 Luona xnhu
Hoc Btreet in Cholor waw - ftering four tae'ls of nold for the
reraine of any U.S. oll.lay peraasnel founl in tho SFV.  The
marchanrt alan offered a widiscena. bonas nf 5,000 SRV Dong for
do<) tacé as proof o1 cdparfication, Al-rcaqgh thesc ~ffers by
tre ethrac Chinese rerrhanty were weil knowa in the area, most
{ndividuale were relurtar: to tecore inyalvad, believinn that
auct: Involvement woald wltirate.y rome to tne attentici of the
cpy Miristry ol Interins (e Nei Vu/BRVD and wousld resalt in an
investigation by BITY Py, tical Security Department off.cers.
mrege individuals felt thst they wou.d he ageatianed or their
overseas contacts and protatily relocated if charqesqiﬂ having
ugsed such contacts to repecrt the locatior of rerains cf U.5.
military psrsonnel were s:l.s-antiated. (Headrjuarterd Comrent:.
one tael of gold equsle 7.8 graxs )




