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STATEMENT B'l FOR\IER t:ONGRf~SSMANBILL HENDON 

I CA\1 ~O HANOI TO TAKE U.S EXPERTS TO A PRISON INSIDE A MOUNT .. AIN INSIDE THE 
M.ILlTA 'SECURITY ZONE IN VI~H pHI )-'ROVIl'CE, SRV. THE ZONE CAN BE LIKENED TO A 
MIUTA' . RESERVATION IN THE U.S" un. IT BRAGG OR Fr. CAMPBELL OR THE LIKE. 
STRET ,lING FOR MILES. EYBWrfNESS TESTIMO",Y. fROM A FORMER VIETNAMESE, 
PIzOSE ,PTOR (LAWYER) INDICATES THIS PRTSO", I\SIDE: THE MOUNTAIN INSlDE THE 
MILIT SECURITY ZONE IN VINH Pl-tU PRfJV[\;C'l:o IS A SECOND TIER PRISON I.E., A 
PRISO. HAT HELD U.S. PeWS DURING THL WAR AND FROM WHICH Nq U.S. POWS 
I1.ETUTl' n AT OPERATION HOMECOMING THE 'U.s. GOVERNMENT HAS RECEIVED 
('REDI E REPORTS IN THE 1980'S THAT 100 • 300 LS. POWS WEIU! ,ij~lNU UJ::.1 AINflIJ IN THIS 
PRiSO. l"1SJOE THE MOUNTAIN INSlDF THE :>.lILlTARY SECURITY ZONE IN VINH PHU 
PR. ()VllE THREE DAYS AGO. I CO:~VEYG) TO CUL. RICHMOND. CDR JTFFA DET 2 HERE IN 
HA:\'OI ~FORMATION I HAVE RlOCEIVED ·fHAT A LARGE NI)MBER OF U.S. POWS WERE 
BEING !ltlD 11\ THE PRISON INSIDE THE \10:"i~TAI:, INSIDE THE MIUTARY SEClRITY ZON.E 
1.' \''': !PHI.. PK,)VINCE At>1'1l.0\,1\I "I'LL, ~.i,' D.>' " ~ ",GO 

THE v ' H pm; MILITARY SECURITY ZONE WHICH STRETCHES FOR MANY MILES ALONG 
THE RIVER. IS DP},CRmED IlY MR V 1.' CHI CO:-':G, DIRECTOR OF THE VIETNAMESE 
(lFFlC OR SEEK!NG MISSING PERSO~S IV~!(jS:-1h AS "A MILITARY SECURITY ZONE OFF 
L1M.IT I) fOREIGNERS. NO aXCEPT1Clt\ ,. rAP. HONG KONG STANDARD 6 AP 94) 
ASSOC~TEU pf{~~:-' rUt< J tIER RePOIl.TS \IR COHO ,,>S SAYINO ".cVml Ot'l'ICIAL M.E.MBBRS 
OF TH ~'S, MIA OFFICE IN HANOI HAVE PSEN REFUSED ENTRY TO THE SITE. tAP HONG 
KONG .,t .... 1\;DARD 6 AP 94) ON 6 JIJ\[E 95. THE HEAD OF 'I'HE JOINT TA~K FORCE/h;LL 
ACCOl m.:G IN HANOI, LTC MELVI'\i l~ICHMONn. TOLD ASSOCIATED PRE:)S·HANOI THAT 
HIS IN ·~SrIGATORC:; HAD NOT BEE)\; DF1\;Tf:D ACCESS INTO THIS MILITARY SECUUTY lQ'JE 
IN VIN' PHU PROVINCE (lNSJDE OF WHlC H UES THE UNDERGROUND PRISON INSiDE THE 
~O':'.· IN). WHEN AP PERSONNEL CONVeYED LTC RICHMOND'S STATEMENT TO ME. I 
REC:,'. '. CHFFK OF OFFICIAL FS. GOVER"ME~";T JOINT FmLD ACTIVITY REPORTS TO 
DFfE I",C if LTC 'RICHMOND WAS BEJ:\C:; TRl'THfUL IN HIS ASSERTlON THAT HIS 
!\iVES . (iAI. Ul{.~ H'\lJ ,"OT li'{ FACT bBEN D'EN1EI>\CCE$9 TO TIlE VINII PHU MILITAR.Y 
SECT . Y ZONE. THOLGH THE HEAD OF THE VNOSMP HAD PUBLICLY STATED THAT 
A.CCE 50lwAS DeNIED A SEARCH OF !(I!\T FiELD ACTIVITY (JFA) REPORTING CLEARLY 
SHOW' ,rrHAT u.s. INVESTIGATORS fR.O~1 [HE JnF.>' BRaE IN HANOI HAVE BEEN DENIED 
A'~'~E sl TO THE VINH PHV MIUTARY &ECI : RITY ZONE ON AT LEAST FOtJR OCCASIONS 
,fiE'S 1fHEY ATTEMPTED TO EXCAVATE THE CRASH SITE OF A USAF F-l11A WHICH 
'IUS ~o AT A SITE WHICH IS NOW DEEt-.fED INSIDE THE VJNH PHU SBCURITY ZONE IN 
197.'. :ls INVESTIGATO\{S, ACCORDI\;G TO IFA RE';ORDS. ATTEMPTED TO ENTER THE 
VJNHI~U MILITARY SECURITY ZONE DURING THF. 26TH IFA 4 - 11 NOVEMBER 93, REQUBST 
8V ~lf JI ZTJBA - DEMEn: DURING FEBRVA.RY <)4 - I>El\ilEn; DURING THE JOI:-lT FIELD 
ACJ'I\ 1Y OF 23 ALG - 14 SEPT 94 - DKl\ll<:D (I S TFAM LEADIlR CAPT. TIMOTHY 
THL FND~ DENTAL. B. Y NGCYEN NGCC ANH. Vll\H PHU PROVINCE CHIEF); AND MOST 
RECE.· LY ON 25 JAN 9S DENlED (US TEAM LEADER RODNEY D. SMITH, DENIAL FROM 
DO v~ .,. MINH). 

THE I H Pill' MILITARY SECURITY ZO"-iE, THBN, IS CLEARLY OFF LJMITS TO u.s. 
TN'\'F..·l' G.ATORS. THE ZONE IS SO SENSITlVE TRA r VS. INVES'TIGATORS HAVE BEEN 
DENl ACCESS JUST TO EXCAVATE Al\ f lILA CRASH SITE. IT IS NOW CLEAR THAT THE 
RJ::AS .' rTF/FA EXPERTS WILL NOT AC«()~lPAN'1 :-"1E AND TIfE PRESS TO THE 
l..~DE,ROUND PRISON' INSIDE THE \1()C\TAI'i I" ,fOE THS MILITARY SECURITY ZONE IN 
Vl'XH it! PROVINCE IS BECAl:~EfHEY ,lAVE RtPlc A mOLY DENIED ,\('CESS TO THfS 
MILIT ~ Y SECllRITY ZONE IN WHlCJ.I iHl-. I'KI~0:-. Ll£S. 

, 

AS T U.S. INVESTIGATORS HAVE REPEATEDn ASKED'FOR ACCESS TO THE VINH PHli 
MJUT' Y SECnUTY ZONE AND HAVE IlEENDF'lIED. I TOO HAVE MADB REPEATED 
ATTE S TO M.EET WITH U 5. OFFICIALS HERE I" THE PRESENCE OF THE MEDIA TO 
DISC . S ARRANGB1ENTS TO ACCOMPANY u.s EXPERTS FROM THE MIA OFfICE IN HANOl 
AND. IE STO!%Y BEACH EXPERT fRml BANGKOK Tv THE SITE. J A~! 11'\ MY HOTEL 
ROOA '.,ROOM 102. AWAITING mE ARRW\L 01" THESE EXERTS AND 1 HEIR 4 WHEEL DRiVE 
VFBT .l'B SO THAT \VB CA;-'; DEPART l\f\!{;DlATELY FOR THE UNDERGRO\.;NO PRISON 
TNS1D THE MOUNTAIN IN THB MIUTARi iECl·RITY ZONE IN 'lINn PHJ; PROVINCE. 
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