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| STATEMENT BY FORMFR CONGRESSMAN BiLL HENDON

"0 HANOIL TO TAKE U.S. EXPERTS TO A PRISON INSIDE A MOUNTAIN INSIDE THE

Y SECURITY ZONE IN VINH PHU/ rROVINCE, SRV. THE ZONE CAN BE [IKENED TO A
Y RESERVATION IN THE U.S,, LiKE FT. BRAGG OR FT. CAMPBELL OR THE LIKE,

: IING FOR MILES. EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY, FROM A FORMER VIETNAMESE

E PROSECITOR (LAWYER) INDICATES THIS PRISON INSIDE THE MOUNTAIN INSIDE THE

: MILITARY SECURITY ZONE IN VINH PHU PROVINCE 15 A SECOND TIER PRISON LE., A

PRISON THAT HELD U.S. POWS DURING THE WAR AND FROM WHICH NOQ U.S. POWS
PETURNEN AT (OPERATION HOMECOMING THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS RECEIVED .
CREDIBLE REPORTS IN THE 1980'S THAT 200 - 300 U.S. POWS WERL BEING LE 1 AINED LN THIS
PRISON INSIOE THE MOUNTAIN INSIDF THE MILITARY SECURITY ZONE IN VINH PHU
PROVINGE., THREE DAYS AGO. } CONVEYED TO €01, RICHMOND. CDR JTFFA DET 2 HERE IN
HANOI| [NFORMATION [ HAVE RECEIVED THAT A LARGE NUMBER OF U.S. POWS WERE
BEING BIE1D IN THE PRISON INSIDE THE MOUNTALY INSIDE THE MILITARY SECURITY ZONE
IV VPUH PHU PROVINCGE APPRON™M AL &0 LBAYS AGO.
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THE VINH PHU MILITARY SECURITY ZONE WHICH STRETCHES FOR MANY MILES ALONG <

D RIVER, IS DESCRIBED BY MR V1! ('HI CONG, DIRECTOR OF THE VIETNAMESE ’

FOR SEEKING MISSING PERSONS /VMOSME AS "A MILITARY SECURITY ZONE OFF

'O FOREIGNERS, NO EXCEPTION * (AP, BONG KONG STANDARD 6 AP 94) &

OCIATED PRESY FURIHER REPORTS MR CONG AS SAVING "LVEM OFFICIAL MBMBERS !

17 S. MiA OFFICE IN HANO! HAVE PREEN REFUSED ENTRY TO THE SITE." (AP HONG

'TANDARD 6 AP 94) ON 6 JUNE 95, THE HEAD OF THE JOINT TASK FORCE/FULL

N TING TN HANQOT, LTC MELVIN RICHMOND, 1OLD ASSOCIATED PRESS HANOL THAT

ESTIGATORS HAD NOT BEEN DENTED ACCESS INTO THIS MILITARY SECURITY ZONE

1 PHU PROVINCE (INSIDE OF WHICH LIES THE UNDERGROUND PRISON INSIDE THE

JUAINY. WHEN AP PERSONNEL CONVEYED 1, 1C RICHMOND'S STATEMENT TO ME. 1

L CHECK OF OFFICTIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT IOINT FIELD ACTIVITY REPQRTS TO

MINE 1P LTC RICHMOND WAS REING TRUTHEUL IN HIS ASSERTION THAT HIS

HGATURS HAL NOT BN FACT BEEN DERNIED ACCESS TO TIID VINIT PITU MILITARY

1Y ZONE. THOUGH THE HEAD OF THE VNOSMP HAD PURLICLY STATED THAT

WAS DENIED. A SEARCH OF IOINT FIELD ACTIVITY (JFA) REPORTING CLEARLY

THAT U.S. INVESTIGATORS EROM THE FTFFA RERE IN HANOL HAYE BEEN DENIED

:4<| TO THE VINH PHU MILITARY SECURITY ZONE ON AT LEAST FOUR OCCASIONS
|THEY ATTEMPTED TO EXCAVATE THE CRa$H SITE OF A USAF F-111A wWHICH

1 AT A SITE WHICH IS NOW DEEMED INSIDE THE VINH PHC SECURITY ZONE IN

5. INVESTIGATORS, ACCORDING TO JFA RECORDS. ATTEMPTED TO ENTER THE

U MILITARY SECURITY ZONE DURING THE 26TH JPA 4 - 11 NOVEMBER 93, REQUEST

;| ZUBA - DENIED: DURING FEBRUARY 94 - DENIED; DURING THE JOINT FIELD

IVETY OF 23 AUMY - 14 SEPT 94 - DENIED (1) 5 TFAM LEADER CAPT, TIMOTHY

AOND. DENTAL BY NGUYEN NGCC ANH, VINH PHU PROVINCE CHIEF); AND MOST

NTLY ON 25 SAN 95 DENIED (U s, TEAM LEADER RODNEY D. SMITH, DENJAL FROM

AN MINH),
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NH PHU MILITARY SECURITY Z7ONE, THEN. i$ CLEARLY OFF LIMITS TO U.S. B

HIGATORS. THE ZONE IS 80 SENSITIVE THAT U.S. INVESTIGATORS HAVE BEEN B

) ACCESS JUST TO EXCAVATE AN F 111A CRASH SITE. 1T 1S NOW CLEAR THAT THE

% JTF/EA EXPERTS WiLL NOT ACCOAMPANYT ME AND THE PRESS TO THE

RGROUND PRISON INSIDE THE MOUNTAIN INSIDE THE MILITARY SECURITY ZONE IN ,
U PROVINCE IS BECAUSE THEY HAVE REPRATEDLY DENIED ACCTESS TO THIS 1

RY SECURITY ZONE IN WHICH THE PRISUN LIES. _ [

£ U.S. INVESTIGATORS HAVE REPEATEDLY ASKED FOR ACCESS TO THE VINH PHU
RY SECURITY ZONE AND HAVE BEEN DENIED, | TOO HAVE MADE REPEATED ;
MPTS TG MEET WITH U §. OFFICIALS HERE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE MEDIA TO
DISCUSS ARRANGEMENTS TO ACCOMPANY U.S EXPERTS FROM THE MIA OFEICE IN HANOL :
AND THE S5TONEY BEACUH EXPERT FROM BANGKOK TO THE SITE. 1 aAM IN MY HOTEL b
ROOM 102, AWAITING THFE ARRIVAL OF THESE EXERTS AND 1HEIR 4 WHEEL DRIVE |
VERICLE $O THAT WE CAN DEPART [MMEDIATELY FOR THE UNDERGROUND PRISON _
2 THE MOUNTAIN IN THE MILITARY sECURITY ZONE IN VINH PHU FROVINCE. .

BILL HENDON 3 '

R




