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areht 7, 19953
To; Mark Swmirh

Frao: Ted Sarpley

Mark,

I am perplexed Ly your widely ¢irculated eriticism of Billy
Hendon's pow Mya effort in Southeast Agia. o : -

Lou guestion why Hetdon is asking for an "étﬁiciau visa® to enter
vVietnam, why he waited to apply in Bangkok and why he dig nokt ge te

the Vietnamer.e Interest Section ae the UN in New Yerk and apply for
a "tourist v gg,

You cateyorized the Hendon effer: &s *silly, explodtiva, galf
8¢rving balonay" and from the content of your latrers, you APpéer
to be defending the commurniist Vietnamege Position that their
refuzal to itsue Hendon 4 viga i3 becauge he "over tayed his vigg-
¢l a previous trip to Vietnam :
§.

Mark, iy Decamber. the Viethameése in New York migsicn denied =a
November 20, re8quast T made for 3 ‘tourigt viga® to go viait JTP-PA
in Hanei Ffox the purpose of qaking inquiries abevt My father-ine

He, Yu RKhae g, First Secretary to the Mission. wrotae that the
wissfon could net issue the wvica becaise ‘acrording eo our
Yegulations, couriat vigas are being granted snly to thosae who go
to vigdt Vietnam ag tourigtg . -

He turther gtaracd that becauge I waited te go vigit JIF-PA in Hamoi
for the purpsge of making inquiries ahcut the POW/MIA igeue, T
wol1ld have to et special permiszien from beth the U.S. government
and the governtemt of Viatnam '

The Viayuname:ea refugal to igsug visas to Hendon is an absolute
cenlradizctior of 5 previous puhijig Premise mada oy offiolals of
both the U.5. ang Vietnam governments, The prowisa 3o that i
exchange for the U.8. government lifring the U.9. impescd trade
emharge and noving  forward towards normalizad ¥élations with
Vietnam, the govarnment of Viatnam *pledgsd te weldome Americang
making POW/MIA inguivies inalvdlng the "skeprtical® 8 rae for
thengelves *

The Vietnawese, by not living uwp to their promige o cooperation on
the MIA issue are making liawg out af B.S. goverrnment offjiciala,
including Gen. Wold, whe ara on the racord bragaing about Vietnam's
*unprecedenteqd cooparation, ” '
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