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Weyme Crimm Dear Senators Dole and Lautenberg:
Kest Farystar The National Vietnam Veterans Ccalition, a federation
Dack Foremy of seventy-eight (78) Vietnam veterans organizations and
veterans issue groups, is pleasgsed to support your efforts
= O, Framda for long overdue reform of the Missing Persons Act,
Lot € Caamay

The history of the law, as previously administered,

Linds Corpmas ‘has been one -of arbitrary decisions based on incomplete

st 3. Mty information. The administration of the law has produced

) untold grief among the family members of the missing in

Bt P action and has angered the Vietnam veteran community. The

Kk Sonian rote presumptive. findings of death have contributed

substantially to. the ongoing failure of the POW/MIA
bureaucracy to meaningfully resolve the issue,

The bill you are intreducing provides considerable procedural
protections to futurae MIAB. The provisions ftor appointment of
counsel for the MIAs interests, the counsel’s access to clagaified
information, procedures for dealing with classified information,
centralization of case information in the MIAs personnel file, the
ability to reopen hearings for a period of time and effective
reversal of the current de facto Presumption of death reflexively
appliediin hearings mark tremendous progress. The encouragement to
combine ‘hearings in group disappearanca cases would force hearing
Panels to weigh the evidence in 4 broader contaxt,

He are proud to endorse this much needed Plece of legislation.

Sincerel

T Thomas Burch, Jr.
Chairman



Missing Service Farscansl Act of 1355
STIMMARY
Iraryisy;

The Xissing Service Personnel Act of 19355 updates existing law, last
rrittan by Congress in 1942, regarding how the U.5. Government deals
¢ith, treats, and processes military personnel and federal smploysas

M50 are missing in action.

leecilic Porpoven of the Legislation:
| e Xissing Service Parsonnel Act of 1994 amends Title 10 of the
mited States Code {n order to:

* Rstablish new procedures for determining the whereabouts
and status of missing persons.

¢ Frovide counsel to missing persons to protect their righta

in all proceedings convensd to datas s thelir status.

¢ Describe Tequirements to inaure access to govaerrusant
information concerning tha whersabouts and status of
milssing personnel,

* Epecify the rights of tha missing person’s Lwmsediate
i tamily, depeandenta and next of xin.

* State criteria for making a determination of death.
Xbleas with Ex{eting Laws
dnting law concerning miasing personas has not been updated since
.42, The 1342 law dmsals Primarily with the filnancial aspects of
aslng rqrionnal and their deapendents. It doss not adequatel
dress lasues that have emerged over the past 25 years r‘andrnq
~ missing pexsons and their families are treated by officifals of
+ U.8. government. BSpecific problems with sexiating law {ncluda
& tollowinga
* mxisting procedures are arbitrary and capricious.
i ¢ Due process f4r missing persons ends after onae year.
* Personnal files of missing persons are incomplats,

; * Kunbars of government review boards may be unqualified to
make knowledgeabls decisions.

* Review boards do not have access to relevant {nformation.

® Classified information Ls not considared {n decisions.
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Problems with axisting law (contlioued):

* Rights of the misaing person’s immediate tamily,
dependents, and next-—of--kin are not specified.

* Guldance for a determinatlon of death {s insdequate.
* Existing procedurss do not allow for an appeal.

¢ A "curtain of secrecy” surroundas governmant decisior

Bow Provisionn:

Tha Hlsaing Service Peraocnnsl Act of 1994 corrects thase prot
axisting law. @8pecific features of the nsw legislatioca incl:
¢ Dus process for missing perncnar Continucus & periodic

* Tinely case review) Accelarated (nitially, then every t
years.

* bBoard membership: Three officers minimum.

* Board member qualifications: Qualified and knowledgeabl
¢ Counsel for the missing person: Provided by the gov'c.
* Counsel for dependents: Optional, at their Iequest.

* Rights of the immediate faxily and dependents:
rights of the immsdiate f ly and depandents,

Specifie

¢ Contents of personnel filen: Available and complets.

* ACcCwss tO government Informatlions All relevant Informat
avallable to the board.

* Access to classified information: Classified Informatio
avallable to cleared board membars.

* Critaria for determination of deatht Specitic criteria
including a forunsic exanination of rearins.

* Review of Department declslon:

tional judicial a 1
Department decision. op ! ppes



