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January 3, 1995 

!WID DBLIVEREP 

Hon. Bob Dole 
United states Senate 
141 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washingten, D.C. 20510 

ATTN: Darren Dick 

and 

Hen. Frank Lautenberg 
United states Senate 
506 Hart senate Office Building 
Washingten, D.C. 20510 

RE: Missing Service 
Personnel "ct 

Dear Senators Dole and Lautenberg: 

The National vietnam Veterans Coalition, a federation ot seventy-eight (78) Vietnam veterans organizations and veterans issue groups, is pleased to support your efforts for long overdue reform of the Hissing Persons .Act. 

The histery ef the law, as previeusly administered, has been one·of arbitrary decisions based on incomplete information. The administration of the law has produced unto.ld grief. among the famIly members of the missing in· action and has angere,d the Vietnam veteran community. The rete presumptive, findings of death have centributed substantially to. ... the engeing failure ef the POW/MIA bureaucracy to meaningfully resolve the issue. 
The bill you are introducing provides considerable procedural protections to future MIAs. The provisions tor appointment ot counsel: for the MIAs interests, the COUnsel's access to classified inferma~ien, procedures fer dealing with classitied intermatien, central~zatien ef case intermatien in the MIAs persennel tile, the ability, to. reepen hearings ter a period et time and effective reversal at the current de tacto presumption ot death reflexively applied! in hearings mark tremendous progress. The encouragement to combine:hearings in group disappearance cases would force hearing panels to. weigh the evidence in a breader centext. 

Th~ opening up of the process to include the right of participation o! secondary next o! kin is a welcome recognition of the fact that there is more than one person in each family who cares a~out the fate of a missing relative. 

We ~re proud to endorse this much needed piece ot legislation. 



2rAD1 n l 

lU"1A9 s.rr io. hr."",,",l Act: ot 1"5 
stIlQ(}J!y 

rhe XJ. •• Lnq Service Per.onnel Ac~ ot 1995 update. exiltinq law, lalt -rittan by Conqra" in 19'2, r.gardi~ hOw ~e u.s. Governaent de.l. tltA, ~t., AAd proc ••••• ailit.ary peraonnel and te<1eral .. ploy... It><> &no ao..l .. it>q iJ\ action. 

~Irlc Pqrpopo, or the Legiplotiogl 

'be XJ. .. iJ\q 5ervlCOl Paroonnel Act ot 19H __ nd. Tltle lOot the /JI.J.~ auto. Code iJ\ order tOI 

• J.oUhU.h nev p~ure. tor de~eDL1niJ\q ~e vIler_bollt. and ae&tua ot ai •• inq pereona. 

• ~ld. ooun •• l to ai •• Lng per_on. to protect their riqhta in .. 11 proc.,1 1nqa conv.n~ to det.ruin. ~.lr at.tua. 

• o..cr1..b. requ..1r-...enta to inaure acce •• to qoverruMnt J...nt:oDlr4tion concorning- th_ vh.~u and. atatua ot ai •• 1ng peraonnel. 

• Specify the right. ot the ~ •• ln9 per_on'. ~l.t. taally, dependent. and next ot kin. 

• S~ta criteria lor a&klnq .. d.t.rai~tion ot death. 

;001.., ld.tb rz! ft,!pg LA'! I 

:l.tlnq law concerning =1 •• 1n9 pereona hd. not b.en updated sinc. '.2. The 1'42 lav de41. pr~rily with the tln&nclal a.p.cta ot .•• 1n9' r.ra0l'\.n41 And their dependenta. It doe. not Ad.qu4telr idre. • • .u.' t.h.&. t h.I. v. ~rqed. ov.r the p.a. t :2 5 y... ra r.-Q a rd. nq "'" a..1. •• 1nq p4non. &nod. their ta.a.11i •• are ereated by otticiAl. ot ~ u.s. qov.~t. Sp.cltlc probl ... Vllh .x1.tlnQ lAW include .. tollow.l1>Q I 

• 1x1.~9 procedure. Are arbitrary ~ caprlcioua. 
• Du. p~ •• tor ai •• lnq ~raona .nd. alter on. yeAr. 
• Per.onn.l tlle. ot ai •• lnQ p.raona are inca-pl.te. 
• )(~r. ot. gov.rnJMnt r.v.1ev bo.ard ...... y be unquAlllied. to ~x. knowledO •• b1. d.cialon •. 

• ~.vi.v bo.rd. do not have acce •• to rel~ant info~tion. 
• Cl ••• ltled lnto~tion is not con.id.rod in decisions. 
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Probl_ v:1 th &Jt1. til>9 lAv (COO t1.noed) I 

• Ri9ht. ot the al •• inq ~r'.on·. t..-.dl.te ia.a11y, dependent., and n.xt-ot··xin are not. .p*clt.l-.d. 

• Guid.a..nc. tor .. d.t.rwJ.n.&1~On. ot d .. t.h i. ~~t •. 

• exl.tin9 procedu.rs. do n·::>t allov for &..n appe.al. 
• A. ·curt.in of .e-crecy- .urround. 90Y'e~t d..cl.lol' 

J.mt l""rSz11.. 1 orus • 
The K.l •• in9 S.rvice Peraonnel Act at' 19'" cor~t. t.h4 •• prot exJ.etlnq lAw. B~itJ.c t_tlLrl. ot ~e n.v l..,1alAtlOCl inch 

• Due proce., tor ai •• in9 perl1on. f Contlnuou., periodic 
• T~ly c ••• r.vlevl Aceele:C'at.d initially, t..,b.e.n ....... ry t yeAr •• 

• ao.rd ~rohipl n.".. otHcera ao..lnlJoua. 

• Board ~r qualJ.tLcation., o-raUthd and lu>owledq_bl 
• Coun •• l lor the ai.ldnq p.erl.on. Provid..:1 by the qov·t. 

• Coun.el tor dep4nd.nt.1 Option.l, At th.ir ~ •• t. 

• Ri\1ht. ot ~ .. ~1&te tuJ.ly and depend.nt.. S~Hlo riQhta of the t....<Hat. fa.a...lly and d.p-e.oo.nt.. 

• Cont.nta of p.raonn.l fil.fll AY.l1~1. ~ oo-plet •. 
• Acc. •• to 90V'*~t. intooWltl00.' All rwl .... a...at l.A!or-..t. &val1.bl. to the boArd. 

• Ace ••• to cla •• l!l..:1 intonA.&tion I Cl ••• ltl.d intora.atio AVAilable to cl~r.d bo.rd ~r •. 

• Crit.riA tor d.t.raln~tion ot d.~thl 
'including- .. tor.nlllc ex..&Junatioa ot. 

Sp+citlc criceri. 
r.....!n •. 

• RevibW o! o.P4~n~ d.ci.lonl Optlo~l judiCial .~l De~rta.nt decialon. 


