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COl.GIDENTIAL 

'roml OPS Officer 
To: CDR, JeRe 

Sub.11 INTERVIEW OF ClU!WMAN FROM THE YACHT "SEA TIGER" (U) 

1. (C) Sourc.: 

a. 
b. 
c. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
11. 

USAF 

Ha •• 1 B~ic S. In.ram 
D081 17 Hovember 1946 
Poaiticm; Independent diver - currently u\lem.,lovad due to it..1ury 
Pre.ent mailing address; 
DOl: 30 June 1977 - Mid-December 1978 
nate of Interview I 26-28 August 1987 
Interviewed by; ,GYSOT D. M. McIntyre, USMC and MSGT K. G. Flanagan, 

i. Other 1 SDurce atated that he served in the U.S. Navy from 1964 to 
1967, reoe1v1nl an Undeslreable Discharge for uSe of ularijuana •. " , 

~------

2. (C) Source was one of two crewmen aboard the yaCht "Sea T1ger"~ which 
wae captu~ed in Vietnamese territorial waters on 30 June 1977. Th1~ report 
concerns his activities and locations 'during the 18 months of his captivity. 
Sou" .. e waa unwilling to diaou88 any part of his itinenary prior 1:0 i;hst date, 
his, raasons for being in Southeast Asia, or sny information conc8rulng 
ownership of tho yacht. Ite related the following. 

3. (C) While enroute to Thailand, the "Sea Tiger," a CT-41 with white bull 
and sails, f1yin& a a_ll U.S. flag, strayed into Vietnamese territOrial 
waters during a storm. Aftor tlle storm 1:lIe yacht wa .. poaitioned about five 
miles to the eaat of Phu Quoc Island. At about sunset on 30 June 1977, a 
.... 11 military craft arrivad in the area. The crew of Chi9 boat be~an _king 
.iana1a for the ,.acht to apPJ:oach. A1: this point, 90uree and his 09mpanion, 
JAMBS PAUL COTTON, attempted to make the open seas. The military craft fired 
a warning shot and they _intained position until cha other craft cilmo along 
.ide. After an unsuccessful att~pt to tie the two boats aide by side, the 
"S •• Tiger" was taken in tow. Source was unsure of the length of time they 
were towed. During thia time he drank almost a fifth of brandy and 'became 
quite intOXicated. The "Soa ',riser" was tsken to within about 100 m.ters of a 
small 'ialand, and anchored. Source could not prov.:l.d" the name of this illl1and. 
They were boarded by about 20'orienta1 males armed with rifles. Source and 
Cot~on wore .earched and thair personal belongings were taken. He $tated 
that the items taken from him, watch, wallet and passport, were returned to 
himprioJ: to his release. The men WBre loosely bound and b1indfoldod and 
tr ... farred to the smaller, military craft. Source stRted that th.'small 
island appeared uninhabited .s ho saw no one on the shore. 

ClaS8ified by:· JCRe 
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4. (C) Aftar about two hours, during which the "Sea Tiger" was seerch"d, 
they were transported to a another area. The trip laated about two,hourB and 
the boat traveled at what source could deacribe only aa a "fast" rate of 
apa.d. After landing at a dock, they were taken to a smsll building which 
source described as an 8 X 10 foot concrete bunker with a dirt f1oot. Source 
described his treat_"t at this locatioll a8 neutral. He waB asked no 
questiona and aaw only a few guards who he recogni~ed from hi. time of 
capture. lie became violently ill due to the brandy he had conllu_d. One of 
the auard. ae~ed concerned and brought him ao.e coconut ~lk to dr~nk. 
Source was unable to se. outBide the building due to the lack of vi~dow •• 
The. building contained only one door. He. believes that tllere vere 1\0 other 
structures near as his blindfold was loose and he could aee under 1t wben 
taken in and out. It vas at thia time that he discovered he wall in 'Vietnam 
froa a suard who repeated the name aevera1 times. 

5 •• (C) After about 36 houra he was again bound snd blindfolded 10dsely, 
taken out, and placed in a vebicle. be.tveen two guaxds. He wa.. tht:n :placed in 
a helicopl:er which flew for about t:wo houra and lsnded where he lat"ir learned 
wa.. Ho Chi Minh City. Source was again placed in a vehicle and driVen for 20 
to 30 minutes. He vaa able to aee under his bliudfold and could'tel,l that 
the trip was through city .troot.. He could BO$ people wearing contcal hate 
lind "black pajamaa." lie believes that th .. re 18 a good possibility tihat he was 
obaerved by people in the Btre~te during the rid. as no attempt was :made to 
hid. him from view. Afte.r leaving the bunkex be did not see Cotton 'llgain 
unt11 they _re transported to lIan01. lie wlllt unllb1e to deacribe t:he! vehicles 
in wbich he rode. other than to Bay they appeared to be jeepa. nor could he 
de8cribe the helicopter. When he arrived in Ho Chi Kinh C1ty he wSa turned 
over to suards who he thought were in a naval service due to thair uniform •• 
Uniforllls consisted of blu" troullers, vhite aliirt. vieh blue stripins al: the 
neck. Source aeemed to recall blue pith helmec. but wall unaure of this. The 
guards were armed with rifles which had banana clips inserted. The type of 
rifle ill not known to aourc •• 

6. (C) Source could not: describe the route taken to his place of 
inCarceration. lie did believe that a portion of it may have been along a 
larse rival' •• he .o~. to recall hearing e boat horn. Upon arrival. .ouree 
fuund ht.ee1f in a Isrge, dirt courtyard measuril~ approximately 60 ~y 80 
met.~s. There were three bu~ldin8a in the area which waa enc10.ed b7 a aeven 
meter vall. Included in aketch 1 (enclosed) is a drawiUJ of a lars. building 
in which he va. que.ationed. Tbt. is the only .turctu>:e whi,cll he coU;ld 
deserib •• Ue stated that he vas able to lIee it 'through a crack in a boarded 
up Window in his room. Source added that there may have beeen a waterway of 
some type Oll tbe other aide of Ll,e road which fronted this complex. He 
stated that he could occaBionally hear a boat horn but could not eet~ate tha 
d1atanct: of the sound. He abo Btated that tbia complex W4$ in a heavily 
traff1elted area, aa he> could hear sounde of vehicles througbout mo.t: of the 
day, 

UMClASS1EIED notlE' OF. , .. 
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7. (0) Source estimated that he arrived at thia facility on about ,2 July 
1977. 11is interrogations stsrted the day after arrival. The interrogator 
waS neva." introduced and posed his questions through an interpreter. Source 
stated that the interpreter spoke only poor English and became easity 
confused by anythina but vary basic vocabulary. Ths ae •• iona were conducted 
in a friendly .ettina and usually commenced with an offer of tea and 
cigarattes. Conducted daily for about two hours each, the seasions were very 
repetitive; always centering around source identification, destlnation et 
time of capture and ressori for beins in Southesst Asia. Source repeatedly 
attempted to question the interrogator as to Cotton's whereabouts and 
condition. The only anawer he ever received was that Cotton waa beins taken 
care of. Source stated that while here he was reqUired to write his 
bioaraphy several times. No explanation was given for this. His tteatment 
was rather neutral, neither harsh nor particularly sood. OccaSionally hie 
psrde would point: "heir r~fl"B at him as though preparing to shoot.' H .. 
describod the &usrds aa being youni (estimated at 14-15 years of ag~). They 
usually wore green uniforms, the shirts varying betw .... n short and long 
sleeves. ' 

8. (C) Source provid .. d the following descriptions of himself and Ootton for 
this period of time: 

a. (0) SOllrce - Ase: 30; height: 5 feet, 8 inches; weight: 150 Lba; 
clean .haven; hazel eyes, blond hair of medium length (actuslly a "d,ishwater 
blond"); nO glaaaoa, jewelry, scsrs or identifyinS marks; wearing bl.ue j .. ans 
and T-shirt (color unrecalled), no hat and barefoot. 

b. (C) Cotton - Ase: 29; height: 5 feet, 9 inchea. weisht: 175, Lbs; 
ruddy compl*Xion and clean .tlSven, Bun-bleached blond hair of medium length; 
color eye .. unrecalled; ; no glass8s, jewelry, sears or 1dentifying ",rks; 
wearina blue j " .. ns, T-ehirt (color unrecalled), brown canvas dec:k shges and 
no bat. 

9. (C) After two veeka in this facility an escort arrived at hie rOom. 
bound and blindfolded source, and took hlm outside. He was placed in a 
vehicle and driven for spproximately one half hour. He was taken 1nto a 
build ina and placad in a small 8 X 15 foot room. Source was not told a 
reaSOD for this mOVe. Source stated that he could see nothing whateyer from 
this location. Source is sure that only his billet was changed and ~ot the 
actual location of confi~ent. HiS baais for this is that he i8 sute that 
some of the guard. were the eame all tho •• in the first area althoush: he i8 
not absolutely positive. The only description be was able to render of the 
vehicle' til Which he rode yaS that it was covered and contained two bench 
style aeats. He added that, while he could 8ee a bit from beneath his 
blindfold. the IIlOve occurred at: n1Sht and it Was very dark. 

UNClASSIFIED 
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10. (C) With the new location, the stylo of the interrogatioD se.~ions alao 
changed. Tho first BOBsion began with his being brought to a small'room and 
forced to stand with his face about three inches from a wall for 6 ~ours. He 
was then askad the aama questiona a8 before. While never beaten. h. wae 
jabbed with rifles upon several occaBBionB and the questions were d~livered 
in a much rougher tone of voice. He waa acc.used of being a CIA ago .. t and 
repeatedly asked Who his station chief was. This traatment continued for 
about au we .. k". Otlun than the rifle jabs h. was not physically abused. Ite 
continued providing biographies through this poriod. 

11. (C) After about six w •• ka (source .tated that this is an eatim!lte and 
may differ conaiderably from actuality) he was again blindfolded an~ bound; 
then driven to an airport. He could not describe the approximate one half 
hour ride. the vehicle or the exterior of the aircraft into which hI> climbed 
from the hood of the vehicle. He stated that there is .. good chane. that he 
waa observed durins the ride by peopl" in the area. The move Wa" aCl::ompli"had 
at about 8 A.M. and he was sitting uprisht in the vehicle. From be~eath hia 
blindfold he could see that the aircraft had no seats in the cargo "rea and 
the crew waa wearing civilian clothing rather than uniforma. He wa' unable 
to recall details ot dreas. The aircraft "ee~ed to be a cargo pla~ aa he 
sat amon& large sacks and cratea. At one point. he heard Cotton as~ a 
'lue"tion and tberefore knew he waa alao aboard. Ite did not attempt: to 
c~nicate with Cotton. 

12. (C) Sourc. atated that hia appearance waa identical as that described 
above with the exception ot a 10 to 15 Ibs wei&ht 1098. He was unable to 
describe Cotton liS he d:l.d not aae him. 

13. (C) After a flight of about four to five hours. the aircraft landed in 
or near Hanoi. Source could not explain how he knew the location a~d assumed 
that he must have beard it £1'001 someone. He was taken off the airc"aft and 
forced to sit by a wheel for about an hour. Source saw only a few people 
near the aircraft. He was then placed in an enclosed jeep-like veh~cle and 
he wa. driven for about two' to three hour.. Shortly before arriving at tbe 
destination, tbe vehicle went through an agricultural area. He leai:ued from 
hi .. interr08"tor tilet this aJ:ea consi.ted of tea plants. He arrive~ at: an 
area no=aJ: a 8111811 pond ,..hicb he believes illl generally north of Ha~l. He 
could not explain the basis of this belief. 

14. (C) Soure .. vas billeted in a small .tructure near the pond. ACross the 
pond waa a dormitory like structure which houaed about 50 "ietl1amas~. Source 
... thoso men morning and evening dally as they went to and from wotk 
details. He stated tbat bis impresaion was tbat they were. performing forced 
labor because the details were normally accompanied by an armed guard. 
Additionall,.. source stated thet no attempt was made to hid .. him frOlll the 
vi.., of the •• workers and. consequently. they aaw ilim on a daily ba~ia for a 
period of about three ~th.. Source described tho pond a. a SO by, 70 meter 
oval .haped body of water. The long axill ran generally eaat t:o we.t (aee 
sketch 2). 

SlFlEO 
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15. (C) Source s~atod that hi. appearance varied 1itt10 f~Q~ that ~eacribed 
above. Hia weight at thia timo was about 13' lb.. By thia time h~ had been 
given a pair of shorta and rubber sandals. He believes that on one, occasion 
he may have bad a ono 1D0nth growth of beard which he stated was rather full. 
Generally, he was required to shave at 1east once a week and wes siven a 
haircut about every tell days. During this period of tillle he was not 
interviewed. He had no daily activities at all. Occaaiona1ly he wou1d waoh 
his clothes near the pond. He wes visited daily by a Vietnamese, ~ose name 
he d1d not know, who inqUired about his health. Source asked thia $an for 
reading ~teria1a and was provided with a variety of communist pa~ty 
literature. The faw &nards in this area were dressed in green ehiits and 
truusera. No other description could be given according to,aource.' 

16. (C) At about ChristlDas time in 1977 source wall bDund and blindtoldad and 
driven in what he believes was a southerly direction for two to threo hours 
to·a detontion camp located in a auburban area of Hanoi. Ue stated that he 
did not real-i ... the ca~p waa near Ilanoi until h1" release at which ~ilDe he 
was taken to Hanoi without a blindfold. The route traveled was ove~ 
genera1ly ilat terrain on a graded dirt road. He could not reca11 8Ding ove~ 
br1dses and, therefore. a.Bum.a that he croBaed nD rivers or atr,;''';e. Ue was 
not absolutely eure of this point however. <See sketch 3.) 

17. (C) Source saw a number of uniformed Vietn~ese during the year he 
stayed in this facility. He was never told any names and could not, render 
deacriptions. At different tiMe. they wore green or khaki uniforms· with red 
collar tabll. He stated that the tabs ~anged frDm having nothing on· thCIII to 
four stars. He assumed that those wearina atara wore officers as theae were 
the only Dnes with whom he had personal contact. 

18. (C) He was interrogated approximately once every two weeks throughout 
his stay. Sessions were normally conducted in a friendly tone besinning with 
inquiries as to h1s health. He believes that he wrote DUt at least: a 'half 
dOBen biographies while here. His interrogator always wore civilian c10thea 
and introduced himself as Mr. Nam land Claimed to work for the MiniB.try of 
Foreign Affairs. It was at th:!.s location that he was infot'llU'ld that: be was 
charged witl. invading Vietnamese territorial waters. Source stated. that he 
siBnad two confeasionll to thill crime. Additionally he was required; to reed a .. 
prepared atatement to tb:l.a effect which was recDrded. The conf.ss:l.:Ona and 
tba prepared state~nt were obviously written by a non-native Bng1ieh 
spaaker. SDurce stated that he was at first reluctant to aign a confeaaion. 
He waa cDnvinced to do so by hi. interrosator. Vrom sourca's de.c~:l.ptioDB ·of 
interrogation sessions, Mr. Nam primarily used a combinat:l.on of fut~lity (no 
ona know. you are here - we can keep you forever) and a one ~n va~ation of 
the Mutt and Jeff/good guy - bad guy technique. He was often told hQW lucky 
he wae to have been captured by Vietnam rather than Call1bodia. 

qM~lASSIFIEO 
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l~. (C) About a waek after arrivins at thi. facility source heard ~omeone 
whistlinll "Yellow Submarine." He stated dlat he knew ;lllllllediately that the 
origin of the whistling was Cotton, who source knew to be a very ac~omplished 
whistler. He attempted to whistle in return. Thereefter he and Cotton would 
cODlllunicate by yelling back and fortlt. This was discouraged by the· guards 
but no violence waa ueed. (Source etat .. d emphatlcelly that at no tl_ during 
hls incarceration was he ever beaten.) Source believes that, due to the 
shouting 1n EnSlish. the Vietnamese inmate. of the facility knew there were 
American. there. He added that none acutally ssw him until about a'month 
prior to hi. releaae. In explanation h. stated that the doors to the celIe 
(see sketch 3) contained small view ports which could be closed. Anytime be 
was outside his cell, to remove the chamber pot or receive meal. btought by 
guardS, all other view ports were cloeed. Also, hie was closed vhehever 
anyone other than a guard was out.ide hi. colI. 

20. (C) In about what source believee was August 1978. he contract.d 
cholera. After appro~i~ately one week of illness, he wa. placed ~n' a vehicle 
and taken to a hospital. During the ride, which lasted about 45 lainut·.", he 
was 1y1nS in tho back of a station wagon. He attempted to sit up' several 
times in order to see Where he wae and waa gently pushed back dOWP. At one 
point, he believes the vahicla waa going through a large metropolitan area as 
there were ~ny large buildings along the street. He believee that· there is 
a good possibility that he was asen by many peuple in the street eVan though 
it was dark. 

21. (c) Upon arr~val at: the hospital, eource was admitted immediati01y. He 
stated that, to the beat of his abl1ity. he recalls the hospital wa~ 
constructed in a horsashoe shape with the two wings extending toward the 
straat. There waB a larse amount of rubble in evidence as though the 
building bas been bombed. The hospital seemed to be in a large suburban area 
a. there was no concentration of buildings near and seemed to be about four 
stories hlgb. Sourcs wa. placed in a large private room. Bntry to: the room 
wa. gained through a larsa room. Which appeared to be a nutaea' loubge. that 
was located off e corridor. Source was unsure of hie location within the 
bo.pital iteelf. The intarior walla ware very thlck.. eimilar to coilstruction 
techniques usad during French occupation. Source wae allowed to u.~ a emell 
balCODY located otf tbe lounge erea which he believee was on the 4th floo~. 
It provided a view of the area around tbe hoapital. He described the area ea 
containing rice field.. Out to the aides were many tall, green tree. planted 
in rows aa though for a wind break. Also, there were several tall ~owers 
(exact number nurecalled) resembl1na water towers. these were 75 tP 100 feet 
tall, brown and had epeeker. mounted on them from which source could hear 
masie. He saw no paved roads. streams, riv.rs. 1.ka. or ponda. Th*re were 
several dirt roads laid out in what he descri1.>ed as an agricultural grid. 

UNCLASSIFIEO 
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22. (C) .Source 81:8e8d that: he was t:raat:ed with innoculationll and iht:ravenouB 
fluids. He waa seen daily by a doctor who was accompanied by an interpret:er. 
Mr. Nam visited him sevsral times during his week-long stay. Sourc~ w.s 
allowed to walk in the halls twice snd is sure he was see .. by other.pstienta. 
Source described the hospital as "very spartan", with no air-condtt10ning or 
vents/ductwork for sir-condit1oning. No names were provided to source and he 
etated that he could not draw an accurate sketch of the hospital or the area 
vaiwed from the balcony. 

2). (C) Sourca stated that during his trip to and from the hospital. he wore 
a camouflage shirt. trousers with a draw Btring weist and rubber sa~dals. 
Hia weight was about 120 Ibs due to dehydration. Otherwise his appearance 
had not changed. 

24. (C) Arter a week in the hosp1t:al, sOurce was returned to the detention 
camp. He waa allowed to sit up in the staton wag"" during the one hour ·trip. 
He i. lure tbat many people aaw h1m from the roadaida. He WaS not bound or 
blindfolded bowever. he stated he could not sketch or accurately de.cribe the 
route taken due to tbe passage of time. He estimated that on the trip the 
vebicle traveled.about 12 kilometers through an agricultural arek from the 
hospital to a built-up area. The distance through thie area wa_ about seven 
kilomet:ers. Tbere were many multi-story buildings and a large volu .. of 
vehicular traff1c in thia area. From this point the vehicle travel~d abone 
six kilometer. throush asr:l.cultural land... Source could not recall: the type 
of crops. 

25. (C) After bis return from the boapital (source could not provide a .ore 
speCifiC time). a guard· took SOUre., to t1l. eud of the building in·wt>ich his 
cell was located. He showed .ource what appeared to be bullet holes in the 
Wllll, The guard pointed at the hole. and aaid "N1:><on." Sourea assumed that 
t:be hol.s were caused by strafing from an aircraft. He also believes that 
the guard said ".eventy-two" which he as.umed to be the year in which the 
incident occurred. During the year in which he was at thi_ locatio~ source 
baard some air traffic. He eatimated that on about 12 occasions be' haard 
propeller driven aircraft although he never actually saw any. 

26. (C) In about Noveber 1978. eource was advised that he would be released. 
About a month later, he believes it Waa almost Chriatmss. he and Cotton ware 
taken to Hanoi. Their wallets (less caah). paS.ports and wrist wat~hea vere 
returned to thelll and they were billeted in a hotel (name unknown) all gua.ts . 
of tbll 8overrunent. Durin8 their three day stay in Hanoi, tbey were ahown 
around the city AI though they were tourists. Tllere was no attempt: to keep 
them hidden. on What source believed to be either 24 or 2!i December 1978. he 
and Cotton were taken to an airport. aiven tickets to Bangkok. and departed 
Vietnam. He was n..var given a apeeific reasoll for hi" releaae and iaddad .that; 
he did not care anough to ask. The fact that he was leavins vas eufficient. 

UIClASS\f\EO 
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27. (C) concerning .ketches and descriptions, source stated that he could 
turnish no detai1a othar than those 1.n the enc10aures and c_nta tecorded 
above. He added that he did not pay part1.cu1ar attention to detail. while 
incarcerated. He attempted to make two sketches not prev1.ous1y mentioned in 
this report. SUtch 4 is his recollection of the appearance of Phu'Quoc 
Island as seen prior to capture. Sketch 5 ia h1. .. recollection of other 
1.a1ands in the area as viewed frO\ll tha "Baa Tiller." 

28. (C) Sourca statad that, other than Cotton, at no t1.me during hiB stBY in 
Viatnam dld he see or hear of westerners or 1.ndividuals who could be mistaken 
for westernera. Additionally, he could not recall hav1.ng eeen any artifacts 
of U.8. POWs. 

29. (C) A variety of ~ps of Sa18on, Hana1., and surrounding areas, including 
ralative1y recent tourist-type maps, were presented to source in an attempt 
to locate detention £acil1.t1.ea. a. was unable to even guess at any 
locations. 

30. (C) Commant.. So~ree was eooperative throughout most of the 1.nterview. 
lie hesitated when asked quo.t1.ane concerning idene1.f1.cation of hi. captore. 
Tha only d".cription be provided of any V1.etnaBleee wae .. at.,ndard ".hor~, 
dark complexion, dark eyes" etc. At one po1.nt he stated that he held nothing 
asainst the V1.etnamsae and felt only grat1.tude towards them for releasing 
him. Hs stated that be is wlllins to be re1.nterviewed if further questions 
arise. 

31. (C) Dates of incarceration. ProBl the outset of the interview,· aource 
insiated that the duration of hiB 8tay 1.n V1.stnam was from 30 June 1976 to 
Christmas 1977. Tbis was constantly addressed throughout the two and helf 
days in Which source was avai1ab1s. During a fin.,l attempt to recone1.le h1.a 
claim with information previously rece1.ved, aouree recalled that he: bad 
reached his 30th b1rthday tbe November before his capture. This placed his 
capture on 30 June 1917 and release at Cbr:ls\;11IB8 1978 vh1.eh corresponds to 
data received from the Vietnamese. He could prov1.de no reaaoD for Cotton'. 
claim of 30 June 1977 to September 1980. When told. of tbe three ye~r8 and 
tbree 1IIOnths claim by Cotton he appeared \;0 be amazed and cOUIIIlented' "I don't 
know wbat b.'s on, b~t tbere's no way we were kept tba\; long." Source atated 
that he bad never been to SoutheaBt Aaia before. 

32. (C) Local lBI agent requests that DIA forward a copy of this report to 
Heedquarters, FBI and Honolulu Branch Office, Attn: Mr. Coleman. 

Enclosures 

~{J)1. ~ :J,~- Q. 

D. M. MCINTYRE 1/ 
GYSGT, USMC 
Operations Officer 
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0·080, T81·002, ;T81·041, T81-046, T81-0S1, TB1·OS8, T82-00S, 182·005, 182-013, M82-024.T82-().16 
~-OOl, ) P82-Q2S. 

r.BGORY ~TA:Live sighting/first,han4 '~ount. 
, f" " '. 

fJiF~Ofdata s~l~ed by the sOUrce reveiUs a probable correlation, to lUlPNO 0155, 
.. ' . . '), .' . ';:.'~. 

RRlll.A'ni DATA: Robert GaMod was captured ,near Da Nang in Septen1h\lr 1965; 'He elected to r_ill 
L Vietnam after operatiQnhome~. :. , 

. .' , . . 

. : .... 

ACKGROUND/(XM4ENIS: Other refugee reports whicll, were correiat~ to Garwoodhavo 'indicated a 
~sian repairing an 'electric poiRIr generator in the Yen Bai area. . , 
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