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JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION ~ .. 'Jo.I'" 

I-IAIBON O"ICE 
AMERICA'" IEMIlASSY 

AI"OSAN I'" .. A",CI8CO 8&S40 

Reference I TSI-045 
14 September 1981 

SUBJ: Refugee Report, Sightlng of Four CaucaBianB in Hanoi Villa 

fO: Commander, JeRe 
Barbera FaiGt, HI 96862 

Former ARVN Major Vu Trong Khanh, AKA Vu Lang (DPOB: 1930, Hanoi) ..,as:inter-
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vi .... e4 at Phanat Nikhom, Thalland, OG 10 September 81. lIeo stated that he had 
seen four caucaaian males he believed to b. Americans in a holding faeility 
at Hanoi throu$hOut a three month period from February 1977 to Kay 19;7. 
Khanh 8aid he waa one of three ex-ARVN off leers taken from Ha Son Binh re­
education camp to Banoi for "llIVestlgation" in Febr':"' .. y 1977. AlthouSh 
blindfolded while enroute, Kbanh was able to determine after his a .. rival in 
HanOi that he bad been taken to a Villa on Tran lI11at Duat Street, Zont. 16, 
Boan Klan. Whlch belonged to the Ministry at Interior and was ca11.d the ~ 'f 
Laboratory for Sclentific Research (So Nghien-Cuu 'Rho a Hoc Ky, uat. The ~ 

Ihe" 

facility waa a two story "French atyle" building ... nued by Seci!r:!.l:y 
Police (Cong An). The upstair. portion of the building co,ntaine !thout 14 
rooms which resemble calla. The ~ooms were not connected to each other but 
rather were I1ned up on .1~h.r 8148 of a hallway, each having a door that opened 
into the hallway. The~e were no windowa in the rooms except for a c:!.~cular hole 
of perhaps 8" diameter in aach door at about eye level. From the Urilt day 
they were put in this facility, Khanh sald, they regularly saw four cancas:!.an 
~les in blue issue Clothing walk past their door each morning at abotit 5 !t.m. 
on their way to bathe at tha lower level., 'Khanh said be waS able to aet a 
good'look at all fou~ caucasians because there were ligllu in the haUway (none 
in the rooma). He described them as having ahaved head. and appearing thin and 
emaciated. o.ne bad s beard of reddish brown hair, etood 1.B meters tilll, and' 
was about 45 years of age in Khanh's opinion. Anotber, aleo 1.8 metere tall, 
wore glas.ell and bad a dragon tattoo that ran the length of hie lower right al.'1ll. 
lChlJnh said there were also some ietters on the tattoo which he d:l.d nO,t see 
clearly. Thill sacond Nn appear~ younger than the first, perhaps 40. or 41, 
accordins to Kbanh's elt1mation. The other twu were a 1ittleahorter than the 
firlt two mentioned. standing about 1.7 meters tall, also about 40-41 yenrm 
old, and had no distinguishing marks. One of these two walked with a alisht 
limp but Khanh did not know why. No wounds were evident on any of the four 
caucasiana. o.thar than the Nn with the ,beard, all were clean shaven. They 
were barefoot every time Khanh observed them. The caUC&siau8 were e1~aya •• -
corted by a luard whenever they lefe eheir room and therefore Khanh and the two 
othar ex-ARVN officers were cautious about addreasing them. One tima, howe~er, 
ona of the eaucaaiana asked Khanh's ce11mate (former paratroop Lt Cot Do Dinh 
Tuyen) Who they were and TUyen replied that they were ARVN officers. ' The guard 
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told the A1I.VII off:l.cere not to taUt to the caucas:l.ans, but d:l.d not say, anyth:l.ng 
to tba caucasians. . On another occasion one of the caucas:l.au. told t'uye.. that 
they had baen tbere for one year, according to Ithanh. Other than tha~, Khanb 
could recall no further information passed :l.u the limited c~ents made by the 
caucasians. Kbanh said he is certain they were Amer:l.eana, but could nOt recall 
the caucasians or any of the staff in the facility say:l.ng that they were. Xhanh 
baaed hi8 as.uaption on the way the caucasians acted, talked. and sang. The 
four eaueasianB lived in ona large cell about 4 meter. _quare at the end of the 
hall on the opposits 8:1.de frOlll Khenh' s cell. lCbanh and Lt Col Tuyen abared one 
.ell (about ~ meters square), and the other ARVN officer, former Colonel Lo 
Cong'Danb, had the adjacent cell to Khanh and'Tuyen. There Were no other detain~ 
eea in the other call., 

Background information on Khanh and the other ex-AkVN officera ia aa follo~s: 

Vu Trong Khanb laft Banoi in 1946 at the age of 16 and resettled in S.13on. He 
sarved as an officer in the Republic of Vietnam Army for 22 year. having attained 
tha rank of Lt Col before being demoted in a politically ~tivated dibc:l.plinary 
action, Be said he uead the nama Vu Lang during military service. Since 1965 
he .ervad in Bien' Boa sector (Province), most recently a& the command.r of 
regional forces Lien Doi (Battalion) #4 until the fall of Sa:l.gon, U. ~a8 sent 
for re-aducation in June 1975 initially to Long Binh for one month, then was 
taken north to Thanh Cam camp in Thanh Hoa until November of 1975 at ~hich time 
he was transferred to Be Tay in He Son Binb (forMerly Son Tay) , U. wae hald at 
Sa Tay until February 1980 wben'ha was returned souch to Chi 1I0a pris9n ~here ha 
remained until hie releaee on 22 July 1980, It was during his detent,ion at He 
Tay that he was taken to Banoi for "investigation". Khanh said his 11:ealth wae 
very bad at th~ time of his releaee and he was unable to work because of hie 
weakened condition. He became healthy enough by May 1981 to escape from Vietnam 
acro •• Cambodia, with the help of a Khmer who spoke Vietnamea. for which Khanh 
paid one Ounce of gold, Pa8sage across Cambodia (stardng hom ray N:l.nh) WIlS 

accompli.hed by bu., truck, and railroad train (Phnom Penh to Battambang). Near 
the Thai 'border Khanh met troop. "loyal to Sihanouk" and they tool< ht'Dl to a Thai 
military unit. lhanh va. interrogatsd and then allowed into the r.f~ee camp 
at NW9 (northeast of Aranyaprathet). Khanh left his wife and four children in 
Saigon. Khenh irI pr .. ently at Phanat lIikhom seeking resettl_ent in the U.S. 
Bis UN number is CB 12302, He doe. pot have a T-number as yet. 

Lt Col Do Dinh Tuyen was a paratrooper Who last worked at the command headquart­
ere in Saigon, According to Khanh, Tuyen is fluent in English (Khanh does not 
speak much English), and had many 4lnerican friends, none of yh01ll Kbanh could 
identify. Tuyen was also released from reeducation about the eame ttMa as Khanh 
and they saw each other almost da11y after tbat in Sa:l.gon. 10Isnh naked Tuyen to 
join him in his escape across Cambodia but Tuyen declined saying he had to get 
his affairs ,in order first, but would definitely attempt to escepe Liter. Tuyen 
4id not reveal to Kbanh What method of H8cape he would attempt. Kha~h thinks 
Tuyen might want to take hi. family out as well. Iitld therefore may llho~ up 
alllOng tha boat people, Tuyan's residence :l.s near the former ''UN Office" in 
Sa:l.lon (ad4resa unknown). 
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Col Lo Cong Danh was forae~ly the commandant of the Thu Duc ARVN Offic.rs 
Candidate Scbool. Khanb believes DaUh is .till in ~e-edueation. p~obably still 
at Ha Tay. 

Khanb was not able to p~ovide a ~eason why he was selected.for this ":!.'nVBSUgl1-
twa" in Hanoi in 1 1/77. but apparently the cOllll1lunista we~e trying to link Khanb 
with CIA or otbe~ espiona,e-related activity. During the th~ee montha: he wa." " 
under investigation. Khanh said he endured long hou~s of questioning and tortu~e 
a8 did the othe~ two ARVN offic.~8. Khanh showed the inte~iew.r numerou8 
horizontal 8ca~B on hi. abdomen and cheat whlch ha sai4 were caused by beatings. 
Khanh sald he never saw any indlc~tion that the caucasians had been similarly 
mistreated. The interrogation8 took place in a special office Which Xhaoh 
labeled "lnve.tlgation/To~tu~e Room" on hia sketeh (nttached). . 

Khanh was asked to point out the location of the facility on the ~p Qf Ihnoi. 
He explained that he had been blindfolded both entering and leaving Hanoi and 
consequently did not Bee any landmarks. He eould .ee nothing from his room but 
when he left tbe building to bathe he .saw rad tl1e roofed villas and trees 
beyond the wall.. He heard vehicula~ traffic outside the wall but no, trains or 
streetcar •• 

Khanh aaid the.cauca.1ans were still at tbe facl1ity when he was aent·back to 
He Tay. He never beard any subaequant news concerning theae caucasians. 

Other than these four caueallians lChanh did not eee any one du~:l.ng his: detention 
that might have been an American. He dld see a lot of writing (grafltti) on 
the walla at Ha Tay whicb he said was put there by Americana year8 before. Rca 
could not ~eeal1 any names but aaid the newe.t date he saw waB Christmaa 1972. 

Atch; 
Facility sketch 

~iJ,~ 
PAUL D. MATHER 
Lt Col, USAF 
JCRC Liaison Officer 


