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[ can provide fui] detai] as to why I came to the conclusion in 1979
that this was totally false. As a matter of fact, | found out that

"SaItAand E%pper were not Americans at all. One was Cuban and the black

guy, his mother was Vietnamese and his father was Moroccan, He was

born in Vietnam, with Vietnamese Citizenship and was sent to Cuba to
adgubén college and learned to speak English, American English, for

the purpose of returning to Vietnam and working in espionage and pfopaganda}
(“J‘ar_r"i Prrecat ~Ean P/S-a.s.b LLendon arony ). )

First off, what places can you ]ist for me where You saw Americans,

after homecoming. ‘

. after homecomi , 973. _Erom-d971 to 1975, | :
0K, after h mecommmrfeg-;gi_a% Lrom— ¥ 5 wa‘s baslcal]y
in two camps and n . -

anors _
Haddam Province?

Knrpiik . tEA Dyl o , ' .
Haddam City, Haddom Province. At both of the locations there were American



POWs. After 1973, there were Still American POWs at pat Bat, Seafay.
=g, [t s approximately two and a half?githree kilometers from

the Rock River, —_——

jrod !as;:xif?(:l spent four years at Bat Bat. b}gﬂ;-19?4. They took me
out of Bat Bat for a short period, to Hstebfa)” ang then brought me
back to Bat Bat, At Bat Bat, ip the camp that was set up, each American
prisoneri; including myself, although I was housed differently than |
the other Americans that [ saw. * There were four guards. [t was more
like a live-in situation that they had set up 1ike a little farm. And
my duties were to work the farm. | p]anted-*§i$, [ planted trees, [

Flals e iy ‘
planted rdsg. and I planted vegetables. And I also maintained a litt]e
fish pond. The other Americans wére about 500 yards from me, from where
[ lived, but were guarded by the same guard. MWhat drew my interest
to what was going on on the other Side of the hill.was my overhearing
the guard talking of basically the security on the other side of the
hill versus security ijn guarding me. They felt less threatened and hore
Sécure in guarding me than they did than the other people. They expressed
concern about U.S. aeria] photography from satellites, etc. etc, Feqr :
of bombing and fear of another Son E%ﬁ—type rescue operation by Americans
ds there had been in prior years. They did not mention the word American,
but it arouseqd My curiosity. [ wanted to know what in the hell was
on the other side of the hi]TL What were they guarding that was sg
damn important. So, when Iﬁngg; forage for wood, [ try tg get as.close
to the camp on the other side of'the‘hil] as [ could get., And the closest
I got was maybe 200 yards away, without being seen by the guards. . The
guards always used tg 90 with me when [ go out to forage for wood,'but
sometimes they get like really lazy, espectally during the summer, beéause
1t was very hot and they wouldn't climb up the hil]. They would stay
at the base of the hi]] and know that I was up there. 1 couldn’t.gome
down off the hil] without them seeing me, anyway, because everything
else was barren down below. The wooded area was up on the hil].



I observed the camp by Ccrouching in the bushes, This_camp was al} masonry{%iﬂ
buildings, it was not like the Structures [ hag lived in made éntirely
of mud and grass. From the distance where I saw them, they looked like,
the buildings were approximately 6 ft. tall and they had red bricks.
By the way, these bricks Were poured and made by Vietnamese Prisoners
sl o= Ll h o . .
Were &Y captured in Laos.,

Anyway, all of them Were constructed buildings. A7 of them had doors )
and had only gne veéry small window. Each one of them was approximately -
fifty yards apart, no fifty feet apart, and they were in rows. Fiye

in each row. There were two Tows here, and then there was a split about
another hundreg feet, and then another two rows. They basically looked
like a bunch of little Outhouses. That's what they reminded me of,

but they were bigger than that. Upon seeing these, that's what | thought'
they were, put it didn't make Sense because evep though they reminded
me of that, I also knew that in North Vietnam they didn't uUse outhouses,

always a guard present. He would yell out and sOmeone would come out,

I was observing a Caucasian Wearing pajamas, they were not str;ped pajamas,
they were blye, like a blue Jean blue, and they were long, not shorts,
They looked }ike they had sandals on; some type of sandals on, | don't
know if they were flip-flops, or Ho Chi Minh type. They all hag beards.
Elderly. When I'm talking about elderly, [ mean older than [ was, |
_Tﬁéy Tooked to be in their 40's. | couldn't see the wrinkles ijn thgir
faces, but thejr Structure, the way they moved. My €yesight is goed.
I've never had any trouble with My eyesight. There wWas a couple of

people I would probably recognize again if [ saw them, if they were '
still in the present cond- tion as I”saw them tten. They were very thin.
They were Caucasian. They were not Oriental. I knew there were Americans
at Bat Bat before Operation Homecoming. But figured those people,’

from talking toE}EF gyfrds, those people had been released, Xk |

ABour .
also knew Bcdi,.B;EEQ=J~Dairy Farm, which was only %pout three kilometers

A V)
from where my hooch was. The T A i i = SR O Bzdi Dairy Farm



Dicu Bigo B Pa Yy
at . The Be:&hDairy Farm was buijt and set up by Cuga ,

*4%:  As a matter of fact, the livestock on this farm was Supposedly
Vi

Bn = Yoo Bay T
donated by Cuba. The French were brought there to Baer fromIE;£#Z$ﬁJ 'i;ﬂm::;gu

1959,

G OS2 w7y 1508
Did theTFrenthhfnow”they were., JAza.c Ep

Among the French Foreign Legion were Moroccans, Spainards, etc, Actually,
there was only two Frenchmen that | knew about, that wWere actually French,

American in Vietnam, 1| couldn't believe that, Also, with the Vietnamese
telling me and laughing that Wietnam wouldn't pe 5Q stupid to release
all the Amerfcans, and then the United States turn around ang start

start bombing Vietnam again, we'lj put these People on public display

and execution, etc. XX

So | made every excuse | could not to alert the guards. Also, I was
lucky, my guards wera young and inexperienced and they didn't have any
idea what [ was doing. 1 was Just pulling a little recon.missiaon there,

whether they were actually from the Dairy Farm, or not. MWell, 1 édt

very lucky. Unlucky, but lucky. Because of my long stay there, ihe~'£m/€4<Jéf
Tet of 1974, it | found out that these peaple actually were Americans

for sure. The way | found out for sure was before dark, what they did



two guys could go. The two guards that stayed to guard me, they bought
VA .

some booze and they got totally shitfowed. When they were in the process

of doing this, because they had been my guards for so damn Tong, I was

like part of the furniture. Again, the guards were young, they were

not combat. They had never seen combat. It was a big thing for them

to guard Americans. To go home and tell their families that they were

guarding American pPrisoners. This wés a big thing for them. But there

in the camp, there was almost a kind of a friendship I established with

them because of the daily contact with them. So, I got to know their

habits., | got to know their weaknesses, | played upon this, and when

they started drinking, I just brought it up very casually, "Those prisoners

over there must be giving you quys a really hard time. It's nice tg

have a prisoner 1ike me. I don't give you guys a hard time. | don't

try to escape." And they confirmed that they were Americans. [ was

saddened, but it heightened my spirits at the same time, just knowin§

that I wasn't the only one. At the time, when I ook back, it was selfish

of me then.

Do you think they had one American in each hooch?
Yes.

They had about 25 hooches and one in each, huh?
Ygs, but there were only 20 of them.

They had four guards on you. Etach of those guards were armed. Did
they ever trust you at all during your captivity?_

: MHnoows
Never fully. At Hadam, security was very tight. Any time I was in

a2 prison camp %KL, security was very tight on me. Both\%igéggéa and

also Son-Ezg uﬁfz;; far out in the boondocks and I was a Caucasijan, °
that they didn't fee] any threat. $o, they gave me 3 little more freedom
to move around. They would monitor My movements. If [, you know, if
a4 peasant or farmer ever went by and I tried to talk to him, they would
get upset and tell me was breaking the rules, don't push my luck,

etc. etc. But they weren't really hard about it. But T would talk



with the guards and to an extent, I think I would have their sympathy.
Becayse they had families, and | played upon that and how Tong it had
been since ['4 Seen my country and seen my family and that all the other
Americans were back, etc. ete. so I played upon their sympathy a Tittle
bit to the point where I would almost get it and | think it must have
shown on their faces or their attitude toward me because the officers
wodﬁd come and check about 7-8 timesfa day and severa] of the gquards
would get kicked(?). Some quys would go and another guard come in.

By Tet of 1974, you did find out there were 20 Americans, at Teast.
What other places, now besides Bat Bat did they hold Americans?

—

G:  Well, they started building other p]aées. There was a guy named Koon,
A lot of the prisoners, they knew the guards by nicknames which were
given them. Pham Van Cuong, Lt., NVA, was “Scarface". See, I knew
their names. | didn't know their phonetic names. I knew theijr real
names. XXX~ And I found out that the people that were held in these .
Tittle h%ﬂ?fi were people that they termed obstinate, stubborn and were
uneducat et They were unable to be educated. Al] were pilots.
According to the guards, they were al] captured in North Vietnam,

Oh, there's one thing that might -be of some light with that. One of
the guards was from, uh, uh, a 1ot of people that were held there were
shot down trying to destroy this bridge.

O }
. -7-—-- A ? L6 Qoud i T_MA HT)A Pa rn
T:  Femmil®) Thaw h Hoa $o
T DA -
G:  Jenwelr, yes. One of the guards was Fenmzh and he bragged that most

of the people detained there were shot down trying to bombﬁ e ez/i0és.

oo

T:  Where else did you see Americans? Caucasians that you were convinced

were Americans.




What was going on at Hadong?

There is someone else who can verify this. Whether he, I don't know
X, but Sweeney was at Hadong.

Who?

Sweeney, John Sweeney, US Marine Corps. He was released by Communists
through Russia or some damn place in ]972. The reason I know Sweeney

was there was becayse his name was all over the walls, even on the bunk
I slept in.

fieard~that

How big an incarcerated American contingent might have been there after
Homecoming at Hadong? What made you think there were any .

0K, pre-1973 or 1972, the compound was the police fraining academy,
O AL THh-/

After 1973, that academy was transferred to » the former pow

camp, the one that was raided.

’ Sou
The academy went to Ses=Lay and what?

And then it turned into a prison camp, [ was held here, uh,0K, on Apri]
30, 1974, I was taken to Hadong. I remained there until the Jast week
in September, when I was taken back to Bat Bat.

Why were you transferred there, do you know?

No, they came in the middle of the night. Had a Jeep, and I was loaded

"up in the jeep and taken there. Every time | was moved from one place

to another, it was in the middle of the night and there was no explanation, -
It was always in a covered Jeep, one of the Chinese-built Jeeps., I )
was made to sit in the back with guards on either side. |t, Col. Xuan
always sat in the front seat.



Yeu Bh

What did you see at Hadong?

0K, well I was transferred to Hadong. The Ameficans, these people were
dressed differently, They weren't wearing the typicalépajamas. The

. A [ X o-oF o Sar
pajamas that I wore, ! had white set, a blue set and Yt and they Tooked
Tike pajamas. They were sewn in that fashion. These people were Caucasians,
No one had a beard. No one had a moustache. They were in kind of uniforms.
Not Tike NVA uniforms. Not tailored, but 1ike worker's clothes, These
people were taken off in the morning and brought back igj}ne evening.

A1l done in a covered truck, a Chinese truck, about oy -8 Every

‘time they would leave, they left Very early in the morning, the only

time I would see them was when they came back. Where T was at, and
where these people were at, was a different section of the compound,
The compound was split up into four sections. The short time [ was
there T was able to find out that the officers and the enlisted men
wWere in one part of the compound, and another was where they had alj
their documents and their office and stuff. The compound where ! was
in, there were Vietnamese prisoners that came from:both g%:iE:; and
MRERt  The other compound was the other Americans. These were all

‘Separated by walls, Big walls., These walls and the structure were

not newly built. It Tooked like something that had been built during

- the French war,

END OF PART |



SIDE 2, PART 2

G:  Actually, it looked Tike at one time, it might have been a temple,
The building structure Ttself was brick and the roof was that typical
roof and in the middle they had the, well like we build a fireplace,
this is what they ysed as their offering to the heavens.

T:  How many Americans did they have here?

ar A TTME gor T HEAQD THEas warr [Oo THERE,
G:  The most 1 Saw was E? 3 in there B T P it
A M

I could never tel]) whether they were the same people each time, or not,
[ always found out when they were going to be back, so [ would try to
be near the gate doing something. The gate was an iron gate. It wasn't
Tocked. There were guards on the outside. The gate itself was not
locked. It had a latch. But you could see through it and u;éﬁﬁ:ik--
the other side of the compound, there was only one road coming in and
this road came in between two rice paddies, a rice paddy on each side
and the road from this place to the village was maybe a quarter of a
mile, maybe a little farther. You could see the village. It was stuck
out in the middle. It was like a 1ittle island out in the middle of
these rice paddies. '

il

T: Had any of them been taken off to interrogation or to special work?

G: [ have no idea.

Yeud Bat
T: Now, the next place that you talk about was in Yiedi which you talked

about having a special Zone, a prisoner of war zone

G: Yes, the Vin Bi prison camp was the biggest and probably the most'organized
Prison camp that I had ever been in Vietnam. o

T:  When were you in that camp?

G: They took me to the camp five in January, 1975,

T You are in a rural area?;HywajHr4HMi—the—xX%*-wty—bEfUTE“YUU*§§t“TﬂtU‘
'thg_innes—sanetum_oi—the~tampT—huh?"



-

Ba 8%, it was not non-stop. SFX¥¥- Very early the next morning, we made
A g

0K. The route they took me from, segﬁiﬂeybf?ok me from Hadong back e
to Bat Bat, and then fr%nngspE%Eutoﬁ_#E:nﬁfq_ l&whﬁgn‘tt})eg took me to ¥ B
a continuous journey on to Vin Bi. I was at a total loss as to where

I was going to be taken. [t had just become a custom to wait until

you got there. You know, [ never knew. They wouldn't answer any questions
any way. After we crossed the river, we crossed the river by ferry,

and travgjed approximately two to two 3nd a half hours until we got

to Vim=B8i camp. After we got to i camp, we had to wait for another
ferry to cross the Red River again and then go back. We took this twisted
dirt trail over a mountain, it too 2¥¥%ro§}watelxrarbgéf'hour or forty-
five minutes to get to the camp,—eemg=####ﬁﬂm§ex=¥fve?+ We got there

and the camp was huge in area. It was scattered throughout the mountains. _%
They had literally cut off, stripped the mountain of trees in one area
and planted tea all over the place. When I got there, I couldn't believe
it. You know, tea. But this tea was planted by the French prisoners.

They still had French prisoners still there in 19757
No. Mtin THC, H=d So&E (A~ /967,
Maintained now by South Vietnamese prisoners?

Yes., i
i.s.

AlTright, did you ever see anykprisoners here?
Ol.mp F:dn: C_’XJT- .
Not there in camp-five. Not on this side of the river. AOn the other
side of the river, uh, it is probably bestvﬁg %éﬁa from Eamp ﬁ%ve go
batk out to the river, cross the river in ¥in=8i, camp, take from the
ferry crossing, qo down 6% to 7 kilometers, off to your left, cross -
the railroad tracks. This is the same railroad that comes from.Hanoi
where you can probably be on al] the way to China. Cross over the trailroad .
tracks, go back appromeately-*#&l kilometerg, whr—2%itrometers,—maybe
#, and you come upon a huge man-made lake that was built by China. The
name of this lake is Thac Ba. This lake is huge. Nhatfformed in the



T:
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middie of this lake was 3-4 1ittle islands.
Just out in the middle, huh? XX

Yes, higher. Thac Ba Lake was a man-made lake made by China and they
used this lake for 2 reasons, from what I understand, 2 main reasons.
One was the generation of electricity to run the saw mill, paper mill.
Number two, it was the main source of a gigantic fish farm. They raised
fish.

For the hungry in Hanoi.
A lot of fishing. Chinese fishjmg= Good white fish. They call them 'CA m&

o2
“FEE. A lot of carq( And from the shore to the island was what | knew

as Thac Ba prison camp. You could see it from the shore to the island, %

.and it took 20 minutes, almost a half an hour by motorboat. The type

of boat I'm talking about is not a speedboat, but uh .

A Tittle put-put fishing boat? | E
Well, you could walk faster, -XIR% —

Like a whaler?

A whaler?

You know, the little bobbed-in fishing boats that we saw with a little
outboard on. it? ‘

Yeah. XXX

And, what went on out there on those islands?

2

s
A

Allright. There was a prison camp set up there which was built by.hﬁ‘ﬂw Lg{:g
it was a mason structure., The material was manufactured and the labor Fiom

force who buitt this camp were the South Vietnamese prisoners from camp Yew 8

OB ey, To back up a little bit, what was 1 doing there. Why?



After 1975, I came to the X&&X conclusion that [ may die in Yietnam,

There had been no effort, I heard of no effort whatsocever of any type

of negotiations or any plans of getting the remaining people out of' .
Vietnam. &8 There was no more hope anymore. It was Bob Garwoods Rs:rou€/6vl
to get the hell out of Vietnam.¥x¥X. And, taking that att1tude, [ agreed
to help set up a Czechoslavakian generator at Camp-*#**- hoping to gain

some kind of confidence from the camp administration. What [ was looking
for was trying to get any kind of freedom that I could. 1 heard over

the radio that that there were various foreign countries including capitalist
countries so called, that were coming to Yietnam. Including Sweden.

Sweden was widely publicized. 1 was hoping I could get some more freedom.
[f 1 could gain the confidence of the camp personnel, if I could do
something for them to prove it, that they would give me more freedom

and hopefully [ could run into one of these groups and hopefully they

would take me in, and rescue me, or [ could do something. I mean [

was just, [ had to create some kind of circumstance to get out of that

camp. And I was not going to be able to do it by sitting on my butt

and feeling sorry for myself. I would have rotted:there. I would still

be there today When [ went to the camp commander and volunteered to

help set t21s .generator, he was very reluctant. As it turned out, T2R.
Ard- they hﬂ#ﬂ two of them. TPey &a&grtwo of these generators. They

were about 50 kilowatt x;;x" #ﬁ;y:he;g.é}ésel engines, but they were
jump-started by gas. I didn't know diddely squat about putting one

of these generators together. And, I.was given the plans to look at

them for putting these machines together, and 1 looked at them and found

out fhey were actually already put together and just a few parts and

a few wires had to be strapped on, be bolted down. And the battery

charged up, and push a couple of buttons and everything should have

"worked. And the nice thing was that the directions for the Czechoslavakian
generator were not in Vietnamese. They were. in Russgggéﬁlf fggggﬂ_and

some other, Chinese or Japanese, and English. [ guess WX international

~ language, 1 don’t know. Anyway, it was just 1-2-3, A-B-C. It would

all put together like a tinker toy, even though I didn't know a{damn,

thing about it. And so I did. I did put it together, andtirwas successful
in doing so. And it brought light to the whole camp. et B was

a piece of civilization. I thought they were going to hug me for it.



And so, the camp administration, I did gain the confidence in that I

put it together and I made it work. I thought they were going to take

me off of it, but instead, they were not. 1 found out later, the only .
reason they let me put that generator together is because they had none

of their own technicians available to be able to do it. Also, was because
they had a deadhng ioarr_thoalg gg{\ﬁsrgio;d\?sa?gﬂseaoﬁtlize offensive

on Saigon. They knew that IEX and they wanted that whole place 1it

up before the prisoners got there. Which, by the way, over a period

of about four months, there were approximately ﬁgﬁPgO prisoners shuffled

through there and about 20,000 of them remained in ¥%X. The rest of
.tnf‘m Ao Brve Amn P r;n.

them were scattered throughout’ BE. The who1e former Sa190n adT;nistration
NN Mok L Av&lf'ﬂ"l)ﬂl 178 L
except Mn;—&iﬁh:ﬁﬁd himself, he was held in £, The rest of the administratior

were right there in X£X, ghmp F;ve.
By now, though, you are Mr. Electric Generator.

Yes, and the funny thing about it is I-cou1d be Tuqky if I could change

a lightbulb. But I snowballed my way through it eHOUgh to convince

the Communist that I knew what the hell I was doing. And in their minds,
I could take generator apart blindfolded and put it back together.

XXXX because if it had b]gyn ugvgé anything had happened to it, then

I would have been accused of ¥ Well, everything was going along
fine. They wouldn't entrust it to any of the South Vietnamese prisoners
because they were afraid of that, sabotage. That's why they wouldn't

let any of the South Vietnamese p#iggﬁgisif So I was solely in charge
of..the generator. [ was totally responsible. If that machine had been
sabotaged, I would answer to it. Everything would come down on my.head.
And the camp commander told me, if anything happens to that machine

and that's what it would be considered, it would be considered sabotage.
And sabotage was punishable,.they liked to use the words the most extreme
punishment. Most extreme punishment in Vietnamese, if you're lucky,
you'll get a firing squad. | definitély knew what the hell he was talking
about. So, everything was still running smooth. They still had the
other generator all crated up. Then they did bring some Vietnamese
prisoners. Then, what they wanted me to do then was to teach these

Vietnamese prisoners everything I knew about the generator. And I thought



Kell

to myself, "Oh, sh&t". And these are former Saigon officers. They

HI A e

could speak English as well as Vietnamese and they could speak French.
[ got scared. Because what [ had to do was completely dismantle this
other generator into XXXX pieces. [ said, 0K, that I would try. They
wanted to transport it to somewhere else, and they couldn't transport
it because when the generators were brought there to Vin Bi, they were
brought in a big flatbed truck. But they wanted to truck this thing
out by Tittle trucks. So they had to break it down, right? And this
was a big generator. This deal is horrendous. And, I thought the gig
was up. [ got scared, but Gggcggs 1qg§1ng oyt after me and I was thankful
for that. These men were still ¥&X. They hadn't been brainwashed by
the Communists. [ was always up front with them. I talked to them

for a little bit. The guards left us alone. [ told them I had to have
the complete confidence of these guys so that I could tell them what

to do. After talking with them, trying to get their feelings about

~what had happened to them and their capativity here and my situation--I

told them [ didn't know a damn thing .about this generator. They laughed.

~They thought it was funny. But there were two electricians. There

were three :.mechanics and they did know what they were doing. And that's -
what saved my butt. So the whole time, over a week, that ['m supposed
to be teach1ng these guys, all we did wai/s1t around and we played cards

AT, &G LAM VAN Pynr g
talked about %X he was the’ highest 1!? officer ever been caught. ‘.

-And talked about Vietnam, and the downfall of Saigon and South Vietnam.

,é;”:iﬁix and talked about the several generals who had committed suicide

and the ones that did surrender. Especially one general, Gen. & VAp fﬁJUC./

Air Force, who took his own life when he wi? captured. [ was able

jw Falls CHure
to locate his wife and fam11yﬁ¥**#. She knew who I was because people

that had been released from prison who had come to the United States

had been in contact with her, told her about me and when I met her. ﬂ##ﬂ.sﬁli 5411

I umsthe only American to date that made an effort to find her.. M T 'n Ne
Amraccan) Who Has BEEC 14/ 1R MY Hs,

Andu/ﬁe s got a plaque of all of the armed services of Vietnam X¥ vympm

It is very sacred to her. Every Sunday she goes down to Arlington



Prohy

National Cemetery and she puts g flagf an American flag and a Vietnamese ' ﬁ
THSAK
flagm?nd kneels and prays.

Anyway, through the help of the SVN, uh I don't even like to ca11 them G
Army. As far as technicians, they.know what the hell they ace do1ng -

weAd who
They aga the ones that Gg;$?ﬁ%e through

They are teaching you a little bit, huh?

Yes. Exactly what they do. So [ became a little more knowledgeable
about the diesel engines, etc. etc, I also found out why they wanted
this other generator torn down. They wanted it torn down because they
were setting it up in another area. And they wanted to have people

to be able to set this generator up. Well, we got the generator torn
down and we labeled every part A-B-C . . .you know, kind of numbered

the way they go back together. This will be simple. Well, they trucked
it out in 1976, approximately in July.maybe. v —

D
T werekptlhey wantegd_the new generator?

X8 A11 1 knew was that there were a lot of camps being built in other
areas. They were using the labor force of South Vietnamese prisoners,

the were truck1n them off every day to build camps, expecting these
y MmAGRS g Y Y D P A‘Egc"n.rsauus Mau.h

kfizi Well, Saigon fell, all of South Vietnam fell and ¥&eeand

they would be trucked to the camp, +ike=3%XX But:apy way, they made '

a compound. They completely engulfed ‘the generator in a very Z&X compound
oTRA Poods

and the camp commander told me that they were going to set upﬂk!#, that

they had been issued a.lot of vehicles, that the camp had been issued

huge

a lot of vehicles and that these were all American vehicles. It would
be Vietnamese prisoners that would help maintain this compound and the
maintainance of these vehicles, changing the oil, etc that [ would,



that he trusted me in telling me that each and every vehicle, they are

American vehicles and I understand you were a driver and a mechanic.

You know all about American vehicles. AT1 I did was drive them. |

Just paid attention and said Yes sir, No sir. Each and every vehicle,

the maintainance before it leaves the compound, you will inspect ijt.

Any vehicle that leaves that compound and breaks down, you will be totally

responsible. XXXX Working on a vehicle is one thing, but driving that

vehicle is another. 1If the driver does not know how to drive the vehicle,

XXXX he can strip the gears, he can milk the battery, he can burn up
ACCssr

the starter. I'm sorry, [ cannot the total responsibility. Well, the

camp commander didn't know anythlng about mechanics either, so he got

together with this South Vietnamese mechanic. The South Vietnamese

mechanic reiterated what [ had told him that there was no way to be

responsible for a vehicle after it leaves the compound, so he agreed

to that. He said Just don't Tet any explode. [ don't want any of my

drivers getting hurt. The drivers are all NVA. There were no prisoners

driving. [ did drive some in the compoggg EeépL , etc etc., within

the motor pool, but no prisoner was allowed 32X, HeT? the generator

had long been taken out. The POW population at 776 which was formerly

camp five . 776 was derived from the camp be1ng formed in July, 1976.

The camp was directly commanded by Col. x#;r 776. Under him was Lt.

Col. Xuan. He ran the camp. The camp itself, 776, was broken up into

smaller camps scattered over an area FremesgeyY —over=sn—aeaa of a hundred

square miles. To my knowledge there were 22 different camps within

776 camp administration. Each camp housed from, the largest camp I

knew of housed 6,000 prisoners. Normally, there were between 2 & 3,000

prisoners at each camp. These camps are segregated to South Vietnémese

prisoners, whether they were Saigon police, whether they were Navy,

Air Force, Marines, Special Forces. Then they had special categorieé

to rank. All field grade officers who were imprisoned right in former

camp five were in the headquarters of 776. There were battalions over

battalions of special NVA troops that were brought from South Vietnam.

END OF TAPE
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Garwood: Field grade officers were'imprisoned right in camp 5 where the
headquarters has been since then. There were a battalion, over a battalion
of NVA troops that was brought from South Vietnam and these people were

(L COA7G s * The standing order at that time with all the guards
that any escape attempt would end in execution. HNo tribunal session. There
wWas a la}ge POW population. Alright in the middle of all this raucous,
and everything was going on, POW's were still coming in from South Vietnam, E
they were being trucked in, uuae¢m¢e—be+ng~%¥a4ned they were be1‘; brought 3
in by trains. Th%ﬁ wege being brought in by trains as far as #4%—84, and ;
then trucked from th2£1 to the camp. Uh, I got word, ok let just back
track up a Yittle bit. It was then the first of July 1976, that the camp .
was being set up all the way through the middle of the night. One of the .
trucks had broken down in the middle of Route 1. The vehicle could not
move, the engine was froze up or something - they didn't know what was wrong

with it. They didn't have any tow trucks in Vietnam. There were no tow
r*fhi; They may have had some in the South, but they_gidn't have any

I was there. And uh, what happened was everytime a vehicle was
broken down, they instead of taking one vehicle and towing one vehicle,
to bring it back to the compound, they would take the mechanic directly
to the vehicle to try to repair it on the spot. And then if they could
get it started, they would take it back to the motor pool. They did this
for the purpose of fuel consumption because they were having some kind of

AT

fuel shortage And also for lack of vehicles. And they took me out to .
L‘s:ﬁ'l by .jeep, it was 1ate at night, it was the middle of the night, "w- ACComrarIE

some first lieutenant NVA,;* bad two guards, UAA A .~ It was, we got
£ B
in B2, there was a lot of traffic, the whole city ofiziazﬁa was lit
2
up totally. I mean it was no secret about what happened in South Vietnam,

jnﬁ:thn:===E:::fgﬁjﬁ§§jjjﬁjngg, So the commot1on and everything, it wasn't

anything new, it wasn't anything new topmeL it had been going on for a
couple of months. OK we went out of \&@m 83 then over to Route 1 headed
towards Hanoi - north. And we got to the point where we were at Tac Bay,
Tac Baj Road and there was a road block. They don't have military po]1ce.
the just use regular militia, but the train was stopped on the tracks
there were 20 some odd box cars, the train was fully stopped, on top of
six cars they had electric generators, they had flood Tamps, on the top

of the tracks‘gn top of the train andthey were opening these doors on the

—

——
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train and Vietnamese were falling out of the train. And a lot of the Vietnamese
had South Vietnamese uniforms, most of them wereCLp gzvu;1an clothes. They

were fa111ng out and Jumplng out and they were (HEENFEEERCTBIE}. This wasn't
either shocking to me or new to me, I knew about it and I heard about &z 77rem
being shipped out of the train. But they wouldn't let anyone through.

And I was in this jeep along with my guard and the driver and we all got

out and we were just watching the peop]e'fa11ing out. And I stood there -

next to the jeep and I walked over closer within 100 yards, maybe 100 yards

close enough to the box cars and was just-observing and everyone else was <

observing but nobody was observing me. I almost fit in with the crowd and “/i‘ T .

they opened all the box cars, except one, which was right in the middle, » T
immediately in the middle of the train and [ didn't think anything of it sﬁﬁﬁk:
and I don't think did anybody else. It could have been supplies, food, g};’

whatever. [t was the tast onc opened and it was only after the rest of -
the South Vietnamese prisoners, they filed them out in formation and they &
brought them closer to the road, to Route 1 and they sat these South Vietnamese "f"
priédners down on Route 1 literally sat them all down, had the flood lights )
on all of them, Then they turned the flood 1ights back to the train and
they opened the box car and the Caucasians started falling out. And that's f
where [ stood. [ didn't take my eyes off these people and I heard over {
the radio, from the Hanoi Hannah, that thefé'had been a lot of Americans
that had been captured 1w Saigon. So I said, well, these are probably
those people. And I kept watching them, and these people weren'f really
captured these people had been prisoners for a while, quite a while. They
" were thin, bearded, all wearing the same uniforms. The uniform was blue
jacket, blue pants, (wrintettigitte). There was one individual that he had

one leg, they had to let h1m 33; Améw;;:gre{b1tch1ng and moanl ‘ﬁbout

heat, they were hungryktuninIEjjzxpidzdt l Amer1cank mean

this was IFE.Lﬁxruﬁsc:grew up with. I just said Oh, Shit. I was really
CHPIVAG D, ) .

Suns_ these people were not newlq These ggﬂsqs%é pggE;EﬁngﬁﬂgFt came

from Saigon, these people have been, [ mean &!uniﬁzﬁiiiﬁiﬁlo). These people

had been prisoners for quite a while. Well anyway, something drew attention,

one of the people who was in charge of it, he saw me, he saw me standing
on the road along side this jeep and he came up, he came up to me and he
just kept looking at me and asked who [ was. [ wouldn't say anything.
The officer who was in charge of me, he told him who I was, that I was a

% T (BrEa 6‘—-8,4.41) T ey H. S Frsessas CHeR/MED 1) SArs o
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prisoner and I was from 776 and they brought me gut here on emergency to
Sice TRVCK ( Situ A Xr) va K

repair aletzﬂnk. ey only knew the word Eit:ﬁek, they used the word truck,

The camp truck that was broken down. Soon the officer started screaming

and yelling and said a lot of people were going to get into a lot of trouble,

that I wasn't supposed to be there and to get me back to the compound as

fast as possible and he wanted that guys name and everything else to get our o rwé

e IFICHBR, S0 that's what they did, they just put me in the
jeep (fifiteHTgibtel.. Awe Ofc w& a7,

Tighe: How many do you think you saw getting off that box car? S
Garwood: Thirty. [ counted up to 28 - the problem I had, General Tighe,
was that [ was a prisoner there too and I really had no interest in findihg
the names of these people. What their names were, where they came from.
The only thing [ was concerned was they were Americans. LninteHgibler.
If I had known that [ was going to get out of Vietnam, believe me, [ would
have tried. I would have tried with all my heart to get any information
all the names I could from those people umimtEH§753e)—But [ didn't,
it was kind of 1ike, you know, we were all American prisoners. The only
thing that [ made the distinction was these guys weren't just captured.
These guys had been prisoners for a while.

Tighe: You never got to see whether they trucked them off someplace else

did you?

Garwood: No. -

Tighe: Where do you think they went? Thae 6a Lscpomn
— 2

- . A - T
o el

Garwood: [ know exactly where they went. They went to (umriErEEoEtste.
e
Tiahe- 1 -
Tghe: Oh really!(sndmbedtraibla). . \
—,

Garwood: Yeah.

Tighe: When did you ever get another chance to.SEE Thsin ’

————
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. AGa-ra) o~
. Garwood: Ao TITIT —and I saw those pe%ple, because&?hat happened was- 7

thet generator wa&_Lua¢n£s$4+g+b4e) at IaﬁLB1 Is]and

Tighe: Qh I see.

[

Garwood: Fwas—werldng—tack mr—to—the~othor. What happened, the Vietnamese
————

prisoners they put the generator together and everything, but somebody put

the negative on the positive and L burped-yp—Hhat—happemed—was they burned

up the Jump starter:é The gasoline eng1ne:) [t burned it up so they couldn't
get the danifh1ng started. With these engines, you can crank start them.
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