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‘time when you are most vulnerable. However, I reéalized that
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Dennis Adamscheck o o e '3: 4;3;5@{;9 -

[iear Dennis:

Harny years ago when yeu first asked ma a"w&f&y -h@uqn
concerning Baobby Garwoed, T told:you tha S 254 '
Def:nse Department in general,.and R ring Corps in
particular, were reacting to their. fr&stzatt@n,fut bezaq
unaidlea to prosecute the high :anxxng OfLiGer&  who wer
clearly guilty of cclluboreting with  the the anemy;'”h 1
vificers who made damaging seatemerts in order to aobrein
=arly release, or the enlisted men vho paraded arcund Manei
as "anti war® protesters. T¢ this you add the . need to
iigcredit any one who just by ceming homa, proved that thres
Fresicdents lied to the American public when they claimed .
that no “American sewxvicemen ramained alive in Communist -
Viet Naw.," I told ycu then that if Bobby Carwood wWag guiley
©f misconduct, so0 were mapy, if novt all, who survivad ths
POW ordeal. :

since many valued wmy words 1n a climate of qenaral conzu’ion
and misrepresentaticn surrounding the MIA/POW issue, I made
& poin> of meeting and speaking with Bobby, T £ound him to
sappear to be a sincere and henest Young manh- whe had been
through the most cevastating experience possibie for a
surviving POW - coming home to accusations and trumped up
charges leading to punishment by your own ‘government at. a

I did not have the .timeé ts try to reesearch all .of the -
chatrges and innuendoes, so I contacted Winston Groom, the
author of CONVERSATIONS WITH THE ENEMY, the Bcobby Garwosd
story. Here was a reporter who frankly was skeptical about
wha: he first learned from Bobby Garwocod, Then, as he delved
more and more into the research reguired to Write the =tory,
he found himself slcwly coming to realize that this wes not
the story of a traiter and a collabecator, hut rather the
inspiring story of noew a young, nat well educatod, Marine
private was able to call on an inner strength and good cld
American ingenuity to survive ard still  minimize any
benefits the enemy might geain from his survival. In short, a
testimony to an Amexican herc., Based on what I learned, I
str¢ngly endorsed Bobby Garwood, called to task other former
FOWs who derided him, and recommended to those who looked to
me for guidance that they should suppert his cavse,
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cernis, when Yyou recently -called we to once more seek My

support for Bobby, I he;i;gﬁéd;_ﬁt the ripe old 2ge of &9
ant¢ having recently cempleted back surgery, 1 asked mygelf . -

why should I once wcre_ai:uagatbn'i:e sf the more vacal and
nighly placed former csllsagies who cseek to elevate their .
swn status by caovering rthai. fears of personal inadequacy
py denigrating the actisons ¢f someohie Who may have suryived

rore than thay could have nad they ~een in his place? 1 let
my mind go back to the terrar of +hoge long gone years and

asked myself if 1 could Lave su:vivedgaliﬁgll.ji had “two
wavy and several skirmishes underl ny belw, & lor. ot

education anhd Was cimprisoned, not in che  primitive

copditiens of the ‘sguth Vietnamage jungle, but in:. the

structured prison systan ot-Htrﬁﬁ,ﬂiet_ﬂ&mﬁﬂhgrtﬁpathxgnd;°'
deprivation were & daily oacurrenda;”buﬂ5ﬂeatn_was-s&l&bﬁ_.
faved. Frankly, 1 admixre his ability to. nob inYISUIVi?&,th!_
14 endless Yyears, Bhut even _more, - the years of uniyst.

punishment since his caparation o nig home. I gtill ask

myself why people 1ige tha Marine LY. colonel, who beat up .’

bis fallosw Amevics™s v faorce Lihm tc.appear'fcx'p:apaginéa
purposes 1in fronr of Jane Fonda, i& not onliy allowed to

retire hohorably with £.*] rightg, but is accapted by high

ranking Democrats as gomathing af a persenality. Wwhy men who

live in conparative Juxuly, demean themselves by gontinuing

vs deny the unescapabls trats of RBobky- sarwohod's true
status, an American Hero, rather thaa +he Sscapegoat for the
~-liactive Sense ot "noi being qulte rough enough” to he
founs hidden .in tus privace

who suwrvived.

With that in ning, ané remenbering the cerenity Prayer, I

darkaess <f the minds of those

realize that it ‘yiee TtO RoW seex Lo "zhange those things.

what can he changed.” Put 1y nawe  ¢n  the growing 1ist of
those who demand justice for 211 ARmerican "Servicsamen and
vomen, Lin or out of zniform, particular:y Bobby Garwo:sd.
Cive him back the s1ge , 000 or more due in back EBay that was
ctolen from him. ¢ive niv back his citizenship, his rigats,
nis privileges. Five hig back His 1ife. He _has earned. at
"east this from we, the peeople of hLig homeland. And,tell
Haobby that 1tka sec Tany c-hers. 1, &% one whe heg Seen

‘ yhere, §till stand beside him.

sod pl&ss yo!

yjd%’ :

Laird Guttersen
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