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Den~is Adamscheok 

Dear OennilS: 

Han'{ years a.,o wben YiOU flnt !IllJkE!dIM ·.~Ilt<,.Yt'b-eI.l:.htlJ, 
cor .. ;ernin'l Bobby O.rw(lod, 1. t.o'l(l·· yoU t.!Httc,l, t-.l:t that· tile 
Det'3nse Deputlllent in genetal. and.' t;1'I~V •• *~· Col'". :hi 
partioular., were reacting 'to theirtr~a;tl1·atl.n. ct being 
una:,le to pro_.Cute the hi9h ran~:i.rili" oft1<1itr.'",tio . wn.' 
ele.~rll" guilty of r::oll.!:<l:;orating wit.h the t.h .. eiUlmy,¢1l.ba.r " 
officer" "ho mad. <iam*Q'1ng atatemer.ts in -e·rder t.o otrizcln 
early rele;:lse, 0); tt.e enli:l'ted men Ilho p&l:-aded around Mano1 
!is "anti war" prot-est.erS, Te this you add th .• need to. 
jiacredit anyone who just by eomin9 home, prov~d that three 
PreSidents lied to the IImer::.can public when they claime<i 
that no "American aervic€l11en remained a.live in Communist· 
Vje~ Naffi," r told ycu then that if Bobby Garwood was Quilt~ 
ol! mis'~Clnduct, $0 Nere many,'~f no':: all, who survived t.he 
POW ·Hdeal. 

Sln"" many valued my words in a climate of \Jeneral contusion 
and ,"i5r~pr~:lent.at.ion surrounding ,the MIA/POW, issue, 1 made 
a poin:: of If,eating .~nd speaking with Bobby •. I found 'hill' to 
apPE,ar to be a sincere end honest young ,man who had been 
through the most cevastot.~n9 e~periQnoe possible for a 
:mrvi,ving E'O\{ - conling home to aCOIJ3atiol'ls and t.rumped up 
charges leAding to ,?unlshment by YC"U' o~m90VernmQnt at ... 
timE when you are mQse vulner~ble, However, !~ra~lized ~h~t: 
r did not h",ve the time 1:0 try t.o rese.reh all ,of ttle 
chal'g'H; and innuendoes, so I cont.act.Eocl IHnston Groom, t.h • 
• u~ho~ of CONVERSATIONS WITH THS ~N~MY, the Bobby G~rwood 
stoI'Y, Here was a reporter who frankly wall Itkeptic;al aboll'­
"ha& he !irsc learned trom Bobby Garwood. Then, a~ he delved 
more and mere into the research require<i to write tne ~tory. 
he found himself slowly coming to realize that this was not 
~.he story of a traitor llI.nd a collabo.:ator. but. rat.ner the 
lnsJ;i.rin<;J story of 1l0~~ Ii young, not well educa.tod, Herine 
privln:e was able to CI'\11 on an inner I!Jtrength ilnd good old 
Amelican ingenuity to ~urviy. a~d still minimite any 
benefi~s ~he enemy might geln from bis $u~vival. In sho~t, a 
t.estimony 'to an At1e~:l.can hero. Sased .01'1 what .I learned, 1 
Btrengly endorsed Bobby Garwood, oal:ed to taEk othar for~er 
to\{5 wh~ derided him, and recommended to ehose who looked to 
me for guidance that they sh~u1d support his ca~~e, 
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Cer,r.is, wher. YQu re<",ntly call6:(1 Ine t.o once more lIIe'e);' my 

support. for BObby, f neait,lOt.ed.r.t the ripe old age ot 69 

and having rec:entl~' oOlllpl.et.lIC.!:ac!t surgu:y, I aSKeO "yult 

why should I ,once »'ore or',u ... tt., 1I:e of the 1II0r .. vocal and 

highly placed former colha~uel! Wkl see}<: to elevate t,hei:r 

OWl1 status by 00ller11\9 t.ll~i: fear s of I'eraonal 1na4equacy 

by denigrating the a~ticnf of someo~~ whoma, have .urv1ve4 

pore t.han they could bave had they !;een in his ~l.c.? I let 

my mind go ba.ck to the terror of !:ohese loft9 lIone ye .. rs .. nd 

asked myself if 1 could t.o·,'e l>ur0,1"/6d as .wel1. I had two 

wars and several skirmishes under my bt~~, a lo~ of 

educat.lon and W!I$ ,'imp::isClnE:d, not in ~he 'pr~l\Ii.tiv~ 

condit-ion's of th£ Seuth V:ietnalft~se )unllh" b\lt, in·· t.he 

structured prison $yst-el1 of Nort.tI V.iet- Naill' ,.h.re pa1n, .. nd 

deprivation were- :, daily oeCUl."ren.oe, 'but' i!hl.ath was se11<>111 

C<>ced. Frankl,', I admi~e hiS ability to r.ot only survive t.he. 

H el'ldlesa years. but Elver., more. tn. Vf/,t.n: of unjust 

p,-mishment. since his ;;epar.ation v. hia bOIll..-. I still IUK 

rlyself why people like the HBrl.~,e L':, Colc:mel, ,·/ho !Peat. up 

tj~ R. f.~ll~\Ol Am~,'.:-ie·:.:'''·~ t:~ t;.-l:'~~ t.~::::tl\ tr; n;:·p6at- f:r v;~p .. q.nd ... 

purposes in front. o-f .Jac,e FO:1da, is not. only allo""e4 to 

retire honorably "1th :::,,:1 right.f, but is accepted by high 

ranking Democrats as something of • perscna11cy. Why men who 

live in comparative luxury, demean ~hemselve. by continuin~ 

~o de~y tbe une5capabl~ tr0t~ of Bobby Garw~od's true 

status, an Americ.:.n Hecc • .tatL,-[ cr'.a;) the scapegoat for the 

c~11ect.1ve sense 01 '·:~(;t. be:;.rl9 " .. ate tou9h enough" to. be 

founo hi.:ldel'. in t"~ prill",t'" dark;'!iiS ;;f tt.e rr.1nds of those 

who sur:vl.ved. 

'Ii~h t.hat in l!Iin':~, and rerne;;;.b"ri.o'l the 5eren!.ty .PrAyer, I 

realize ~hat it. "'Ii!'e to Le.I " "",;: to "chan~e. tholie things, 

that Cdn be chan'Jed," P'.t I!1Y \'I'll,,, cr. ~he \l~ow:i.n'l list. of 

these WI.o demand lustice for · .. il Fi.;~erican. SerVicemen and 

Kamen, in or our. ,)i ~!'.iforl'" p,;rticular:y Bobby Garwo;;;d. 

elve him back the $l~C,000 or more due in back pay that was 

f;tolen from h1ro, Give hi! t3Cl< hi,s c1t.i.::enship, .I".is rights, 

t,is privileges, :;i':e hil: back :'Ii!' life. He has earned .a.t 

:.east. this from IiIe, t.he people Gf his homeland, And .t.ell 

Ilobb,' t.hat like so ran',' ethers I, as one who he.f.I 'b~;en 

t~.re. st.ill .t~nd beSide him, 
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