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HSGI DISYS. RIH/CDR J1I-1AI1 
AHPNISUB]: !iliAlYSlrOII~(OR~AII0N AND DOCUHENTAliON OBTAINlO; 
r~~tLlil£!EMIlAURHY JlUSEUH 1M NAHPI CONCEiNING RHNUG46/# 

RHKSI!. J1I-IA ARCHIVAL RESEARCH TEAH ONE ~RTlI VORKING AT !HE 
CEHlRAl ARHED 10RCES HUSEUH IN HANOI, RESEARCHES DDCUHENTS, 
PHOTOGRAPHS, AND ARlIIACTS PROUIOEO BY m HUSEUH STArr. All 
PHOTOGRAPHS TAlEM ARE INVENTORIED AND HAIMTAINEO BY THE ROll AND 
IRAlIE NUHBER lOGGED DURING m COLLECTION PROCESS. THIS HESSAGE 
PROVIDES INIlIAL ANAlYSIS 01 II PHOTOGRAPHS CORRHAlED TO REfHO 
964&. THESE PHOTOGRAPHS ARE 10ENTIrtED AS ROll 6J11fRAHES 
21 THRU JI. 

2. SEMIOR COlOMEl OAI, DIRECTOR 01 m ARHED 10RCES HUSEUH, 
VITNESSED AHD OOCUI1£NTEO IN NIS PERSONAL DIARY, THE AHBUSH Of 
lOUR AI1£RICAN SOlDIERS IN VlETNAH IN 1m. mOL OAI mOIlED ART 
I TO PHOTOGRAPH PERTINENT PAGES IROH HIS DIARY. THESE 
PHOTOGRAPHS HAlIES 21 THROUGH JIl. WITTEN IHUIETMAHESE. ARE 
TRANSlAl!O AS fotLONS. nllw QUOTE TNE flGHTlHG AT THE CHU lAI 
BEl T IN THI ANII-US VAR UNQUOTE IHXlI QUOTE I ARRIVED AI A 
SHAll HAIIl£] Of THE BEl T VlTN A POPUL AI I ON 01 NO HORE THAN 1690 
INHABITANTS. I'NILE THE NUHBER 01 US TROOPS VAS OOVBLE. 1 HAD 
HEARD A HV SIORIES ABOUT THE GENIUS AHD SKIllS 01 THE GUERRillAS 
IN THE AREA. THEY 10UGHT THE £HEn! JUST IN IROHT 01 THEIR POSTS; 
IHEY HANAGED TO C£T INTO ENEHY BLOCKHoum TO CAPTURE SHALL ARMS, 
HAND GRENAIlE!. m. HOIlEVER, I HAD CONCEIVED THE vaRK • BELl' OR 
. PERIPHERy' ONLY IN ITS SIHPl[ SENSE. lIS CEOI1£TRICAI SENSE. IN 
IH[ VISIT TO THE BElT. I CAHE 10 KNOV BEITER. BUI CERTAINL Y NOT 
lUll y. ABOUT IT. IIIENlIEIH-CINTUP.1 T[CHNOlOGY HAS DEVElOPED HANY 
KINDS 01 slEn NEEDED 10 ClVI A BOOST 10 noom INDUSTRY BUT ON 
IHING IS CERTAIN: NO ONE CAN liND IHI mD Of SlEEt IN HUHAN 

VIII, EXClPi IHAT Of j,OSI liVING O~ IHE ml-'JI Blli IH! SIOR\ 
RElAlED B[IO~ IS aNI I GIl Of IH[ THOUSANDS 01 OIH[RS '/HICH HAD 
IAKEN PLACE IVERY OAI, tum HOUR mCE US IROOPS OCCUPIED CHU 
LAI. ON 21 APRIL mi, AI ABDUl 4 U,. US TROOPS iRO NAD IffT 
IHEIR POSI lOR IHUONG HOI. HAHlET I~ SEAm 01 VCI IARI r IN THE 
AfTERNOON. R[fURNED Ero?T!-HANOEO TO THEIR BLOCKHOUSES. ~. SHORI 
I'NIlE LATER. l OTHER G.IS IlERE SEEK COHING OUT. AS IHEY VATCH[O 
THEM. THE VILLAGERS THOUGHT: 'TH[S[ lOUR SOLDIERS AR[ lATE 
BECAUSE THE I HAVE STAY[D OH 10 SHAI THINGS: TO IHW SURPRISL, 
MRS LAN AHD A f£V OTNEiS SAV THE 4 G.IS HAtiNG lOR SnAll BOlT AT 
THE RIVERSIDE. AS 1m RAN 10 THE BAKK, THE lOUR G. IS BECKONED 
TO THE BOAT OI'NER AND HER DAUGHHR 10 LET THEH Bom THE BOA.I AND 
TAKE IHEM BACK TO TH£Ii POS1. IHE BOAT OIlllER AII0 HER DAUGHTER 
NOTICED AN EXPRESSIOK Of ANXIElY ON IHEIR fACES AS IH[ t.IS 
ENTREATED THEH TO HElP THEn AND PROnlSED TO OlfEI THEn SOH£ HONEY 
IN REf URN. HRS lAN PROI1PIlY DECIDED THAI THES[ HUSi Bf NE~ 

COHERS, SHE 1010 IH[ BOAI OIlllEK NOI TO TRAIISPORI mn, AND 1010 
orr SOHEONE TO C£T IN TOUCH VITH THI GU[RRlllAS. lor H[R PART, 
SHE CARRIED HER Tva BUCKElS 01 Vll[R AND RAK TO THE PAeODA 10 
HAKE SURE IIIIE1HER THE US TROOPS IlERf SlIll THERL SUi: ENOUGH, 
All Of TNEH OlfIC[RS AKD HEK HAD GOK[. SHr GLADLY ~[~! BAC! 10 
Sf[ THE GUERRilLAS AND lEO A GROUP or GUERPlllAS TO THE BAKI or 
IHE RIVER. THEY HAD ONLY AK EASY JOB TO DO: PUlliNG fH[ 

TRlmRS m SENDING THE fOUP. t.IS 10 IHE OIHER VORID. IHm 
DEATH VAS LIGHTER THAN IH[ CARDS INEY VORl ON TH[ IR CHESIS lItKT 
INIANTRY BRIGADE NO 1%'. TH[ GUERRillAS AKD PfOPL[ RAPIDL Y 

CAPTURED THE TROPHIES. THfY SAID TO ONE AHOTHER, ·VI.Y, THEY 
BElONG 10 TH[ LIGHT INIANIRY BRIGADl, BUT 1m ARI ARMfO VIIK 
HEAVY-MCHIN[ GUN, N[ARI Y 2m CARIRIDGES, AND OOIEMS 01 HAND 
GRE NADE S... ONl Y ONE THING VAS 1I GH I: I Ht SHAll CUP.t 01 vonAN' S 
HAIR - PERHAPS HIS SIIE[l HARl'S - IH THE POCKE! 01 ON[ G.IS 
NAHED DANiEl. AS SHE lOOKED AT IHE HAIR. lllTlE NGDC SAID IHES[ 
VOROS THAI I THOUGHT HAD SOI1£ SIGNIlICANC[: 'I'I!Y ON [ARTH DION'I 
HE STAY AT HOHE VIIH HIS DARLING, IHSHAO 01 COnING m[ TO 
PillAGE AND RECEIVE A SHAHEfUI DEATH". II VAS HIGWAll. IHE 
US SENT AN HUlA HEliCOPTER HOVERING OVER IHE H!HUT. THOUGH 
THE IR LOUDSPEAKER TNEY ASKED THE PEOPl.! TO SHOW IH[ ! STRAYED US 
SOLDIERS m VAY BACK 10 THEIR POS. SAC. A I~ YEAR 010 GIRL 
SAID: • AT THAT TlHE lIE HAD NOT [HOUGH flHl TO BURY THf lASI 01 
THEH. SO I HAD TO SIT ON HIS BODY AND IRIEO 10 SUBn£RGI II, BVI 
II vaUlD NOT SINK. HEANIIIIIlE m H£lICOPlER VAS fl YIHG VERY lOW. 
I VAS AIRAID THAT THOSE ON Bam COULD Sf[ 11..:. IH[ US 
orr ICERS IN IHE POSI HUST S[ VERY VORRI[D AI HN H. IHIY SEN! 
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MORE lROOPS 10 IHE HAMLEI AND fORCEO IHE VILLAGERS 10 GA[HER 

10CflHER. Al f[RSI. USING IHE COMMOHL! KHO~H US·lYPE DEMAGOGIC 

Mmoo. OHE Of IHEM SAID AS HE ~AVEO A PACKAGE Of BMK·HOIlS IN 

HIS HMO: 'Ie.m PIASHRS fOR EVERY AMERICAH fOUHO·. IHE 

IMlERPRElER U!lERED HIS LAMEHIS: ' I BEl YOU, DEAR COMPAIRIOfS, 

10 PllY ME AMD LEND ME A HElPlHG HAMD. PLEASE, SAY IIHAI YOU KHO~ 

AHD GEl IHE MOHEY. \1'S A BIG SUI\. HO~ LOHG V[LL YOU HAVE 10 

~ORK TO GEl SUCH A SUMl IHIMK FOR A IIHILE, IHEN MAKE UP YOUR 

MIN~, •. HOV. \/HY OON'I YOU SAY ANYlHINe. I'M SURE YOU MUSI KHOV 

\/HAl HAS HAPPEHED 10 IHE I MUiCAH SOLDIERS, YOU CAW I HIDE [I. 

I EHPAIHllE VllH YOU, \/HILI YOU OOH'I RECIPROCAlE MY FILlIHes.' 

!HE IHlERPRIlER AHO HIS AMERICAN BOSSES KEPI OH COMPLAIHIHG, 

REPEAl INC IHE SAllE OLD SIORY ... JUSILIKE A PACK OF DOGS, LARGE 

AND SMALL, IHEY VIED VIIH OHE ANOIHER 10 BARK IN IHE DUIE! HleHI. 

HOW lHAI1HE VERE I[REO OF ADVERlI1lNe IHEIR eooos, lHE SlEEL· 

PLAIEO 'COPPER VASE' HAD,PHlED OFF. IHE US PAINI OF 

'DIMOCRACY', C[V[lIlAl[OH' HAD CONE, lHE MOSI CRUEL MONSIER OF 

IHE WH CEHIURY REVEAL.EO HIS IRUE COLORS, IHE US TROOPS JUMPED 

S 
INIO IHE CROW, SillED Ii OF OUR PEOPLE. BliHOFOLDEO IHEM AHO 

lOOK 1m AVAY. GUH SHOIS VERE HIARD fROM IKE FAR AVAY F[ELOS. 

E IHEN IH!Y R!lURNEO 10 FORCE OUR COMPAlRI01S 10 OBSERVE OHE MIHUIE 

C OF SillHt! FOR IKE DIAD. IH! SAn! IHING HAPPlN!D AGAIN AHD AGAIH 

T 
FOR IHREE 11 III S. IHI lASI 11M! lHEY ARRESIED UP 10 11 PEOPLE. 
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IHI RESI OF IHE CROW, \/HO COUNIED ABDUl SEVERAL HUHORED, 

REMAINED IHOIFfEREN1, ISIONISHIHGLY CALM. HOI A SlNeLE CRY WAS 

UllERED, EVEN IHE[R BREAlHINe REMAINID SlABli. A OUIE! 

AIMOSPHERE PREVAILED, FULL Of PRIDE. TYPICAL OF IHE GEHUIHE 

VIEINAMESE IN fACE OF IHREAIS OF IMPRISOHMENT, KILlIHG BY !HE 

8AR8AROUS EMEMY. All OF A SUDm A LAueHIER RAHe OUT: ·MRS. ,~., 

VE ARE M01HERS OF SEVERAL SOHS AHO OAUeH1£RS. SO II WE HAD 10 

DIE, VE WOULD HAVE HOIHlHe 10 RECREl, IS IHAI RleHP' SAID A 
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VOMAN 10 ANOTHER. 'AS fOR MY NUSBANO, HE IS SIROHG ENOUGN 10 GEl 
ANOTHER VIIL JUSI GIVE nE A CNEV Of BETEl. AS SHE VAS NOlOING 
IHE BETEl CHEV SNE VENI OH, 'I An ONl Y JOKING, fOR I KNOV fUll 
\'Ell THAT THERE IS NO GROUND fOR IHE AMERICANS TO Kill OUR 
fEllOHOUNTRY·MEN. THEY OHl Y SHOOT IN TNE AIR, IT'S DAMN USE 
THREATENING US. THEN IHE INTERPRETER VAlKED IN, AND IN A PAINfUL 
VOICE, HE SAID, 'NOW, YOU CAN SEE THE RESUlt Of YOUR REfUSAL TO 
II STEN TO MY ADVICE: SO MANY Of YOUR COMPATRIOIS HAVE BEEN SHOI 
DEAD. If ANY Of YOU KNOW SOMmING, JUST TEll US ABOUT IT'. 
CLEARING HER VOICE, IIRS HAD SAID, 'nR. CORPORAL, AllOV ME TO 
SPEAK. SHE INIEMTIONAllY DRAVlED OUT THE VORO 'CORPORAL' WIIICH 
MADE THE PEOPlE BURST INTO A lAUGHTER. THE IHlERPRElER CUT IN, 
. YOU DOH'I NHO TO ADDRESS ME AS CORPORAL, JUST TEll US 1IIIAT YOU 
KNOY, FOR YOU HAUE KEPT US VAIlING fOR QUITE A lONG lIML .. ' 
'HOY CAH I SPEAI QUICllY 1IIIEN I'M SO SLEEPY!' TRE YOMAN SAID, 
IHE IHIERtRETER HAD TO TONE 001/11 HIS VOICE, 'All RICHT, SPEAK IT 
OUT AND DON'T lET THE AllERICANS VAIT .. .', 'ltll. I IHIIIl I HAVE 
10 SIART TROll THE BEClIINING SO THAI YQU CAN MAKE READ OR TAIL OF 
EVERYTHING. \'Ell. OR MY VAY HOI\£ fRon BINH SA MARKET IN THE 
AfTERNOOH I SAY A BOAT vm 4 AMERICAHS H II. TVO Of IHEM, ONE 
~AS SIOUT ARD THE OIHER VAS INIM, 1001 IURMS 10 SCOOP VAIER OUT 
DF INE BOIl. THE OTHEI IVO, IIIIOSE FACES I COULD NOI SEE, \'ERE 
[,l,'ING IHE TVO ROUND INIHGS. THE BOAI ITSElF VAS fUll Of WAlER, 
It"OSI UP TO IHE SURFACE OF THE RIVER, AND IHERE VAS A STRONG 

'0 Al THAT. AND IHE BOAI VAS ROCKING IERRIBlY', THE 
!,'i[RPRHfR ASKED fLABBERGASlEO, 'IIIIERE VAS 1]1' 'nR. CORPORAL, I, ",R IH[ SAND DUN! HEAR THE BINN SA ISLET, IIIIERE IHERE IS A 
• sr·POI"I, OON'I YOU KNOll". IHT INTERPRElEP. TRAHSlATEO IHT 

-:0 INl,' 'Nli 

SIOR" 10 HIS ArWW BOSS. IHE lAWR iAS NOI FUll Y HAPPY iliH 
IHE ACCOUNI. HE ORDER" :i: IHTERPREIER 10 GO OH IIIH iHE 
QUESiIONING. 10l'IS IH, UCE NEAR HERP' IAI II'S RAiHER fAR, 
BUT If YOU GO BY m Of WH NGm II illl BE NEARER.' 101 'IS II 
DEEP OR SHAll Oi" IAI . iW I DOH'! KNOi, BUI !HE WAlER IS vm 
BLUE.' 101 'IIIIAI ElSE 010 YOU SEE lATER ON" IAI 'NOIHlHG ElSL 
FOR I HAD TO HURRY HOM[, lESI ny CHilDREN ItRE VORRIED ABDUl ny 
COnING HOME lATE. VHAl'S lHE USE Of VAICHING THE AMERICANS 
BOAlIMG". m AnERICANS AND IHE IMTERPRUER IAlKED fOR A IIIIIlE, 
1M UNOER·TONES, IHEY SEEntD 10 BE HAPPY VIIH IHE INFORMAIION. SO 
IHEY lEFT THE HAnlEI AI 1 A.M. THE NEXT DAY, ON IHE PORIION OF 
THE TRA BONG RIVER A SEARCH lOOK PLACE. THE 'DIVING SEARCH 
OPERAIION' VAS REAllY A SICHI fOR SORE ms; II INVOLVED A CONVOY 
OF US ARnORED PERSONNEl CARRIERS. II VAS UNSUCCESSFUL, HOItVER, 
EXCEPI IN AT 11 nADE A lAUGHING·SIOCK OF IHE AIlERICANS IN IHE EYES 
Of THE lOCAL POPUlAIION. MUOVER, DURING INE fOllOVING \'ElK, 
THE AnERICANS CONTINUED THm SEARCH IN THE BUSHES AND CAVES· 10 
NO AVAIl. MANY US SOLDIERS BECAIIE EASY GAME fOR THE GUERRillAS 
IN IHE BARGAIN. SOME OF THEM EVEN PICKED UP HAHDFUlS Of EARIH TO 
SMEll, SIRONGl Y CONVINCED OF IHE SENSITIVITY OF IHW BIG NOSES. 
fOR IHEIR PART, IHE PEOPLE Allom THEM 10 DO EVERYTHIHG 10 IHEIR 
HEARl'S CONTENI: GETTING INIO THE BUSNES, VAlrlNG INIO THE 
COURTYARDS, CARRYING SHOULDER OR SIDE ARMS. PROVIDED 1m DID 
NOT DID UP IHE GRAVES or !HEIR DECEASED RELATIVES. OIH,RIISE, 
IHE PEOPLE iOUlD SIART AN OBSlIMAlE AND FIERCE SIRUGGLE UNIIl 
fiNAL VICIORY, AFlER A Vi£! IHE AMERICANS, OLD AND YOUNG, 
DECIDED TO GIVE UP IHE SEARCH. HAVING HEARD THE STORY AB~Ul 

'EARIH SnElliNG' BY IHE AntiICANS, I JOKINGLY ASKED THAN, '\'Ell, 
IIIIAT iOUlD HAPPEN If THE AMERICANS BROUGHT HERE THOUSANDS Of MORE 
SENSIIIVE NOS£5", 'EV[N JOHHSON HIMSElF iOUlD fAil TO TRACE THE 
BODIES OF THE DEAD G,IS' SAID THAN VITH A CANDID SMILE. IHEN HE 
CONTINUED, 'BUI IT VAS ACIUAll Y A HARD JOB, HAVING BUilED IHEM 
AND DUG Tm UP IHREE liNES, I STIll FEEL IHE "AURA" OF snEll 
FROM IHEIR ClOIHES. HOY STRONGl Y IHOSE DAMNED G,IS SMEll, NOi 
PUNGENT, HOi fETID'. AND AS If HE VAS AFRAID I FAilED 10 
UNDERSIAND, HE ADDED 'EVEN THE LIVING AMERICANS ARE SO. AS SOON 
AS THEY ARRIVED AI THE ENTRANCT 10 IH[' YlllAGE \I[ COULD SMEll 
IHEIR OPPRESSIV[ ODOR UNQUOIE . 
J. 1HE DIARY CORRElATES ilTH REFNOS 8m·HI IHROUGH S64H·84 
USING IHE FOllOVING INFORnATION: 
A. SRCOl DAI'S ACCOUNI AGRHI VIIH THE CIRCUMSTANCES Of lOSS AS 
DESCRIBED 1M oocunENTS nAIITAINED IN fILES. IHE INCIDENT DAlE 
III APRIL Iml AND lOCATIOM IIHUONG HOI HAMLET! CORWAlES \'Ell 
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10 IHE KNOIIII fACIS Of .;Ef,~O 3616. IHE DIARY AlSO ACCURA!EL Y 

IDEMIifIES IHE fOUR SOLDIERS IlEARIHG iCARDSI OR PAlcm ON IHEIR 

CHESIS IIIIICH READ ~IGHI INrANny BRIGADE NO 1%1 All 

UNACCOUNTED fOR INDIVIDUALS ASSOCIATED VITH RHHO 0616 ,ERE 

ASSIGNED 10 TNE 1% LIGHT 1,~FANIRY BRIGADE. mOl OAI IDENIII lED 

ONE G.1. HAHED IDANIElI. IMIS CORRElATES TO THE FIRSI NAHE OF 

PfC DANIEl R. NIDDS IREfHO 0611-8-941. fiNAllY. SRCDL DAI 

ACCUUlH Y NOlEO A HEll COPTEI VlTH A LOUDSPEAKER fm OVER IHE 

HAitH ON !HE HIGHT Of INE IHCIOW. 

I. fOR CORPERSCOHI1APC·PED·P: THIS IHfDRnAlIOH HAY BE RElEASED 

TO THE NOK Of PfC PAUL A. NASENBECK mHHO 0616-0-011. SPI IHOMAS 

A. HAHGINO i06l6·9·81I. PfC DAVID H. mlERS 19646-9-9JI. AND PfC 

DANiEl R. HIDDS 10616·9-041 UPOH IE/IOVAL Of All U.S. PERSONNEL 

NAMES IHROUGHOU!. COPIES Of PHOIOGRAPHS fOR RElEASE 10 IHE NOK 

Vill BE fORVARDEO UPON COMPlETION Of DUPLICATION. 
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