JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWATI 96861-5025
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Ser: 526
13 May 93

To: Department of the Army, U.S. Total Army Personnel Command
Attn: TAPC-PED-P, 2461 Eisenhower Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22331-0400

Subj: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT ASSOCIATED WITH REFNO 0646
Enel: (1) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//111807Z MAY 93 (4 Copies)

1. Enclosure (1) is a field investigation report associated with
case 0646 and is provided for release to the next of kin of Paul
A. Hasenbeck, Thomas A. Mangino, David M. Winters, and Daniel R.
Nidds (REFNO 0646-0-01 through 04). This investigation was
conducted on 29 April 1993.

2. The JTF-FA has sanitized the enclosed report by deleting our
U.S. team member names for release per Executive Order 12812, 22
Jul 92, and Title 5, U.S. Code 552a (Privacy Act). 1In no
instance has substantive material been removed.
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ADHINISTRATIVE HESSAGE

ROUTINE

R ELLBARZEMAY 9% ZYB PSN 079b13P2h
Fit EOKIEIYESE A HONOLULL . HT¢

To RUEHBT/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOX TH

INFO YHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD=ESA/PU-HIA//

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/0CS/CCS/EARP/VLCY/

JOINT STAFF UASHINGTON“ﬂ@/fOCdCS/dS/PU-HIA/JB—UODII-
USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3/7430-H//

CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG//

DIA WASHINGTON DC//PU-HIA//

CDRUSACILHI HICKAN AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//

UNCLAS //N034k0//

MSGID/GENADHIN/CDR JTF-FA//

AHPN/SUBJ: EﬁIELDr;NvESTIGATIoNfOFﬁCwSEfﬂHHhijﬂANﬁlnw«
BASENBECK sUINTERS  AND, NIDDSY. .BY. ART.2//

REF/A/JTF~-FA DET ONE BK TH/LiDSEEZSEPHE//
REF/B/JTF-FA DET ONE BX TH/21102LZSEPSE//

NARR/ REF A IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF JOINT US/SRV ACTIVITIES
CONDUCTED IN VIETNAM DURING THE L9TH JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY FROM 2l
AUG TO LB SEP 92+ PARA “w-A-C4)-OF -REF A PERTAINS TO THE '
INVESTIGATION OF CASE Obuk. REF B IS THE FIELD INVESTIGATION
REPORT OF CASE Ob4b WHICH WAS INVESTIGATED DURING THE 1A9TH JOINT
FIELD ACTIVITY.

RMKS/1. SUHMARY OF INVESTIGATION: ON 29 APRIL 1993. ART ¢&

TRAVELED TO QUANG NGAI {(QUANGR NGAIX) CITY~ QUANG NGAI (QUANGR NGAIX)
PROVINCE "‘AND INTERVIEWED THREE WITNESSES ASSOCIATED WITH CASE

ObYb. THE THREE WITNESSES PROVIDED INFORMATION ON THE AMBUSH-
KILLING- AND THREE SUBSEQUENT BURIAL LOCATIONS OF THE FOUR

AMERTICAN SOLDIERS. THE PRIMARY WITNESS PROVIDED DETAILED

INFORMATION ON THE.SECOND..AND..THIRD..BURIAL. SITES OF THE FOUR
AMERICANS. PRESENTLY THE SECOND AND THIRD BURIAL LOCATIONS ARE

UNDER APPROXIMATELY TWO MEYERS OF WATER FOR THE SONG TRA (SOONG

TRAA) RIVER HAD CHANGED COURSE OVER THE YEARS AND COVERED THE
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BURIAL LOCATIONS. DO NOT RECONNEND.THIS LOCATION FOR A RECOVERY
OPERATION- RECOMMEND THIS CASE BE CLASSIFIED AS INACTIVES
PRESENTLY IN PENDING STATUS.

2., DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION:

A. ON 29 APRIL 1993~ ART 2 WITH THEIR VIETNAMESE COUNTERPARTS
TRAVELED TO QUANG NGAI CITY~ QUANG NGAT PROVINCE FROHN DANANG
CITY. QUANG NAH - DANANG PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE CASE ObHb-
THE ART 2 U.S. CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF :

cu3l - (TEAM LEADER)
SS6 N (LINGUIST/ANALYST)
$S67 (ANALYST)

THE VIETNAMESE CONTINGENT CONSISTED 0F :

MR. LE VAN HOANG (LEE VAUN HCGANGF) (MINISTRY OF INTERIOR)

MR. THAL NGO THANG (THAIS NGO THAUNGS) (MINISTRY oF DEFENSE)
8. THE FIRST WITNESS INTRODUCED A MRS. NGUYEN -THI HONG THU

(NGUYEENX THIJ HOONGF THUY~ A 43 YEAR OLD WOMAN WHO IS EMPLOYED AS A

CIVIL SERVICE WORKER AT THE QUANG NGAI CITY SUGAR FACTORY. AND
WHO PRESENTLY RESIDES AT CHANH Lo (CHANHS LOOJ) WARD- QHANG NGAI
CITY~ QUANG NGAI.PROVINCE- MRS. THU PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

(1) SOMETIHE IN MAY OR JUNE 17 FOUR AMERICAN SOLDIERS WERE
AMBUSHED AND KILLED IN THE THUONG HOA L (THWONG HOAF 1) HAMLET
AREA (BSb25975)- BINH DONG (BINHF DOONG) VILLAGE. BINH SON (BINHF
SOUN) PISTRICT QUANG NGAI PROVINCE BY A LOCAL GUERRILLA UNIT.
SHE WAS NOT A DIRECT WITNESS TO THE KILLING OF THE FOUR
AMERICANS BUT HEARD THEY HAD ARRIVED VIA A SAHPAN THAT WAS

THEM. SHE HEARD THE FOUR AHERICAN BODIES WERE HASTILY BURIED IN
THE WATER NEAR THE RIVER BANK AND WEIGHED DOUN WITH ROCKS.

(2) LATER THAT SAHE DAY AT 900 HOURS» AN AMERICAN UNIT
CONDUCTED A SEARCH OPERATION IN THE THUONG HOA 1 HAHLET AREA BUT
DID NOT LOCATE THE BURIAL SITE OF THE FOUR AMERICANS. A TEUW DAYS
LATER. THE FOUR AMERICANS WERE MOVED To A DIFFERENT BURIAL
LOCATION BY THE LOCAL GUERRILLAS. THIS SECOND BURIAL SITE WAS A
LARGE CRATER FORMED BY AN ARTILLERY ROUND IMPACTING (BSL24g77?) .
THE FOUR AMERICANS WERE THROWN INTO THE CRATER AND COVERED WITH
DIRT AND ROCKS. THE WITNESS WAS CONSCRIPTED BY THE GUERRILLAS TO
ASSIST IN COVERING THE BODIES WITH DIRT. AT THIS TIHE THE
WITNESS WAS 1b YEARS OF AGE AND WORKED CONSTRUCTING FISHING NETS.
(3) THE FOUR AMERICANS CONSISTED OF ONE DARK AMERICAN AND THREE
WHITE AMERICANS. SHE HEARD THE GUERRILLAS HAD SEARCHED THE BODIES
AND- HAD TAKEN ALL THE ITEMS THEY FOUND. THE LOCAL GUERRILLA UNIT
CONSISTED OF FOUR HMEN (WHO ARE ALL DECEASED): HMR. NGUYEN BONG
(NGUYEENX BOONGF). THE LEADER~ MR. NGOC (NGOCJ) - MR. HOANG
(HOANGF)Y+ AND HMR. COI (COWI). THEY WERE ARMED UITH CARBINES -

(4) AFTER THE FOUR AMERICANS UERE BURIED IN THE CRATER- A HEAVY
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RAIN ARRIVED THREE TO FOUR DAYS LATER AND PARTIALLY EXPOSED THE
LEG OF ONE OF THE AMERICANS. THE GUERRILLAS DECIDED TO REBURY
THE AHERICANS IN A DIFFERENT AND MORE PERMANENT SITE. THE SITE
CHOSEN WAS A SANDBAR LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF A SMALL STREAM
WHICH WAS A SUBSIDIARY OF THE SONG TRA RIVER (BSk2b974). THE
WITNESS WAS ONCE AGAIN CONSCRIPTED TO ASSISTED IN DIGGING THE
GRAVE ALONG WITH A HR., THANH (THANHF) AND A HRS. VAN (VAAN).
(5) THE SOIL WAS SANDY AND THE GRAVE SITE WAS DUG TO A DEPTH OF
ONE AND A HALF METERS AND TWELVE METERS LONG. THE AMERICANS WERE
LAID IN THE GRAVE FACE UP AND FEET TO HEAD. THE BODIES WERE
BLOATED AND WORE A GREEN COLORED UNIFORM. SHOVELS WERE UTILIZED

TO DIG THE GRAVE.

{(b) AFTER 2975~ THE WITNESS AND HR. VAN RETURNED TO THE "AREA OF
THE GRAVE SITE BUT COULD NOT LOCATE IT. PRESENTLY THE RIVER HAS
CHANGED COURSE AND THE GRAVE ‘SITE AREA IS UNDER APPROXIMATELY TUWo
HETERS OF WATER. '

(7) THE WITNESS HAS NOT HEARD OF ANYONE RETURNING TO THE AREA TO
SEARCH FOR THE BODIES OR OF ANYONE LOCATING THE GRAVE SITE. SHE
SAID NUHERQUS VILLAGERS IN THAT AREA KNOUW THE STORY BUT ONLY A
FEW KNOW THE CORRECT LOCATION OF THE GRAVE SITE.

C. THE SECOND WITNESS INTRODUCED WAS A HRS. NGUYEN THI THANH
VAN, (NGUYEENX THIJ THANH VAAN) A Y4 YEAR OLD HOUSEWIFE WHO PRESENTLY
RESIDES IN Al PEOPLE'S COMMITTEE COLLECTIVE HOUSING AREA (Al KHU
TAAPJ THEER UYR BAN NHAAN ZAAN). AQUANG NGAI CITY. QUANG NGAI
PROVINCE.

HRS- VAN PRODUCED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

() ON AN UNRECALLED DAY IN MAY 19bb OR 19b7. FOUR AMERICANS
WERE AMBUSHED AND KILLED IN THE THUONG HOA ) HAMLET AREA BY A
LOCAL GUERRILLA UNIT. THE AMERICAN SOLDIERS ARRIVED IN.THE AREA
BY A LEAKY SANPAN AND PROCEEDED TO TRAVEL BY FOOT IN A NORTHERLY
DIRECTION. SHE POINTED OUT A TRAIL THEY COULD PROCEED ON AND AS
THEY TRAVELED IT SEVERAL MINUTES LATER SHE HEARD GUNFIRE AND THAT
THE FOUR ANERICANS WERE KILLED. SHE WAS YOUNG AND SCARED AND DID
NOT WANT TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE KILLING.

(2) THE FOUR AMERICANS CONSISTED OF ONE BLACK AND THREE WHITE
AND SHE REMEHBERED THE BLACK AMERICAN CARRIED AN AR-)5 RIFLE.

7/ : :

IHSGID/GENADMIN/CDR JTF~FA//

(Y,

THEY ALL WORE GREEN COLORED UNIFORM AND STEEL POTS. SHE COULD
ONLY REMEMBER THAT THEY WERE OF LARGE STATURE.

(3) SHE HEARD THE AMERICANS WERE BURIED ALONG THE SONG TRA
RIVERBANK IN THE/WATER (NFI). SEVERAL DAYS LATER SHE WAS
CONSCRIPTED BY THE GUERRILLAS:. ALONG WITH A MRS. THU AND THE
WITNESS'S FATHER+ MR- THANH (THANHF)+ TO ASSIST THE GUERRILLAS IN
BURYING THE FOUR AMERICANS IN A LARGE BOMB CRATER IN THE AREA
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(8SLENTAT?7?) - THEY COVERED THE BoDIES WITH DIRT AND ROCKS.

(4) SEVERAL DAYS LATER A HEAVY RAIN BEGAN AND PARTIALLY EXPOSED
ONE OF THE goDIES IN THE CRATER. THE GUERRILLAS DECIDED TO MOVE
THE BODIES TO A DIFFERENT LOCATION. THIS NEW LOCATION WAS ON A
SANDBAR IN THE MIDDLE OF A gMALL STREANM (8sbabL97w) . THE GRAVE
WAS DUG DEEP» OVER ONE METERA AND LONG ENOUGH TO HOLD ALL FOUR
AMERICAN BODIES LAID FACE UP HEAD TO FEET. THE GRAVE UWAS THEN
COVERED WITH SANDY SOIL AND SOME ROCKS. THE ToP OF THE GRAVE WAS
NOT HARKED IN ANY HMANNER.

(5) SHE RETURNED SOMETIME AFTER 1975 WITH A HRS. THUY TO "ATTEMPT

T0 LOCATE THE GRAVE SITE gUT THEY COULD NOT LOCATE THE GRAVE
SITE. PRESENTLY THE GRAVE SITE AREA IS UNDER WATER FOR A LoCAL
pIRT DAM BROKE AND THE RIVER HAS CHANGED'CUURSE{"SHE'SAID”SHE :
COULD NOT POINT OQUT AN EXACT LOCATION OF THE BURIAL SITE BUT SHE
JUST KNEUW THE GENERAL AREA-

- D. THE THIRD WITNESS WAS A MR. NGUYEN MINH THANH (NGUYEENX MINH
THANHF) - 73 YEAR OLD HAN- wHo IS RETIRED AND PRESENTLY RESIDES AT
THUOKG HOA 1 (THWONG HQAF 1) HAHLET. BINH DONG (BINHF DOONG) VILLAGE
BINH SON (BINHF SOUN) DISTRICTA QUANG NGAIL PROVINCE. HR. THANH
WAS HARD OF ‘HEARING AND“HIS'RE(OELECTION'OFPASTEVENTS‘UAS'VERY
pooR. HR- THANH PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

(1) SOMETINE IN HAY 19bbn HE ASSISTED A LOCAL GUERRILLA UNIT
BURY FOQUR AMERICAN SQLDIERS THEY HAD KILLED. AN AMERICAN FORCE
HAD CONDUCTED A SUEEP OPERATION TRYING TO LOCATE THE MISSING FOQUR
AMERICAN SOLDIERS BUT pID NOT. THE FOUR AMERICANS WERE ONE BLACK

(2) THE WITNESS REMEMBERED THAT THE GRAVE SITE WAS IN THE MIDDLE
OF A SHALL STREAM IN A SANDBAR (BSbab97w) . THE WITNESS~ HIS
DAUGHTER (NRS- VAN) » A MRS. THU» AND FOUR GUERRILLAS DUG THE
GRAVE. THE GRAVE WAS OVER ONE METER DEEP AND VERY LONG- SHOVELS
WERE UTILIZED T0 CONSTRUCT THIS GRAVE SITE- THE AHERICANS WERE
LAID IN THE GRAVE HEAD TO FEET AND COVERED UP WITH SAND AND SOME
ROCKS. NO MARKER WAS PLACED ON THIS GRAVE SITE. THE STREAM WAS
APPROXIHATELY TWENTY HETERS WIDE. AT THAT TIME. HIS HOUSE WAS
LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 00 METERS NORTH OF THE GRAVE SITE-

(1) THE WITNESS SAID THAT PRESENTLY THE WHOLE AREA OF THE GRAVE
SITE IS UNDER WATER FOR THE SONG TRA RIVER HAS CHANGED COURSE
OVER THE YEARS. WHEN ASKED IF IT wouLD BE POSSIBLE TO ATTENPT AN
EXCAVATION 0F THE GRAVE SITE~ THE WITNESS BEGAN TO LAUGH AND SAID
IF YoU gUILT A DAH AND USED MANY gULLDOZERS. IT STILL WOULD BE
DIFFICULT TO EXCAVATE THE SITE.

3. TEAM CHIEF COMMENTS:
A. THE NAMES OF THE THREE WITNESSES WERE PROVIDED T0 ART 2 VIA

ﬁETACHﬂENT TWO. JTF-FA IN'HWNOI“FRON'NR-'DICH (VNOSHP) AND~SENIOR
COLONEL DAI (MND) . ALL THE UITNESSES PROVIDED THEIR INFORMATION
IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD AND SINCERE MANNER .

g. - THE AREA OF THE SECOND AND THIRD BURIAL SITE AS DESCRIBED BY
Page Y
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THE WITNESSES IS PRESENTLY UNDER APPROXIMATELY TW0 METERS OF
WATER. A LOCAL DIRT DAM WAS CONSTRUCTED IN THE AREA AND
SUBSEQUENTLY HAS ERODED AWAY CAUSING THE SONG TRA RIVER TO CHANGE
COURSE AND COVER THE AREA OF THE GRAVE SITES WITH WATER.

C. DO NOT RECOMMEND THIS CASE FOR RECOVERY OPERATIONS AND
RECOMMEND CASE ObuYb BE CLASSIFIED AS PENDING.//

BT

DLVR:CDR JTF~FA HONOLULU HI(1)...0RIG

*xx MDU office codes that have received this message: **x
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