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Ser: . 526 
13 May 93 

To: Department of the Army, U.S. Total Army Personnel Command 

Attn: TAPC-PED-P, 2461 Eisenhower Avenue 
Alexandria, VA 22331-0400 

Subj: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT ASSOCIATED WITH REFNO 0646 

Enel: (1) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//111807Z MAY 93 (4 Copies) 

1. Enclosure (1) is a field investigation report associated with 

Case 0646 and is provided for release to the next of kin of Paul 

A. Hasenbeck, Thomas A. Mangino, David M. Winters, and Daniel R. 

Nidds (REFNO 0646-0-01 through 04). This investigation was 

conducted on 29 April 1993. 

2. The JTF-FA has sanitized the enclosed report by deleting our 

U.S. team member names for release per Executive Order 12812, 22 

Jul 92, and Title 5, U.S. Code 552a (Privacy Act). In no 

instance has sUbstantive material been removed. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE 

ROUTINE 

R 1l1t,{lIJr~UtiAi{~'B~ ZYB PSN 079613P26 

FM ltmro,t.f,£fX"HQNOLULU Jjh 

TO RUEHBT/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 

INFO WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC 
SECDEF WASHINGTON DCIIOASD-ISA/PW-MIAII 

, RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DCIICA/OCS/CCS/EAP/VLCII 
JOINT. STAFF WASHINGTON 'DCI(OCJCSIJ5/PW-MIAI J'3-'JODII 
USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC , 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HIIIJ3/J30-MII 
CIA WASHINGTON DCIIDEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOGII 
DIA WASHINGTON DCIIPW-MIAII 
CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HIIITAPC-PED-HII 

UNCLAS IIN0346011 

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR JTF-FAII 

AMPN/SUBJ: t;,);:tELD):NVESTlG'ATTQN' OF' 'CASE Ob4b,~ J MANGINOI, 
!;ttt,~~~ECl:: :;WINTERSANl,) ,NI])l,).~rBY ART 2111 

REF/A/JTF-FA DET ONE BK TH/190522ZSEP9211 

REF/B/JTF-FA DET ONE BK TH/211026ZSEP9211 

NARRI REF A IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF JOINT US/SRV ACTIVITIES 
CONDUCTED IN VIETNAM DURING ,THE 19TH JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY FROM 21' 
AUG TO 18 SEP 92.'·P'ARA'It-.-A·(,4)"OF "REF'A PERTAINS TO THE 
INVESTIGATION OF CASE 0646. REF B IS THE FIELD INVESTIGATION 
REPORT OF CASE 0646 WHICH WAS INVESTIGATED DURING THE 19TH JOINT 
FIELD ACTIVITY. 

RMKS/1. SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION: ON 29 APRIL 1993, ART 2 
TRAVELED TO QUANG NGAI (QUANGR NGAIX) CITY, QUANG NGAI ~QUANGR NGAIX) 
PROVINCE 'AND INTERVIEWED THREE WITNESSES ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 
0646. THE THREE WITNESSES PROVIDED INFORMATION ON THE AMBUSH, 
KILLING, AND THREE SUBSEQUENT BURIAL LOCATIONS OF THE FOUR 
AMERICAN SOLDIERS. THE PRIMARY WITNESS PROVIDED DETAILED 
INFORMATION ON THE".SE;CO.N.D"ANJ),.,·,HILRJ) .. BURIAL SITES OF THE FOUR 
AMERICANS. PRESENTLY THE SECOND AND THIRD BURIAL LOCATIONS ARE 
UNDER APPROXIMATELY TWO"METERS OF WATER fOR THE SONG TRA (SOONG 
TRAA) RIVER HAD CHANGED COURSE OVER THE YEARS AND COVERED THE 
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BURIAL LOCATIONS. DO NOT RECOMMEND THIS LOCATION FOR A RECOVERY 

OPERATION. RECOMMEND THIS CASE BE CLASSIFIED AS INACTIVE; 

PRESENTLY IN PENDING STATUS. 

2. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION: 

A. ON 29 ~PRIL 1993, ART 2 WITH THEIR VIETNAMESE COUNTERPARTS 

TRAVELED TO QUANG NGAI CITY, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE fROM DANANG 

CITY, QUANG NAM ~ DANANG PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE CASE 0646. 

THE ART 2 U.~. CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF: 
CW3 (TEAM LEADER) 
SSG (LINGUIST/ANALYST) 
SSGT (ANALYST) 
THE VIETNAMESE CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF: 
MR. LE VAN HOANG (LEE VAWN HOANGF) (MINIST~Y OF INTERIOR) 

MR. THAI NGO THANG (THAIS NGOO THAWNGS) (MINISTRY OF DEFENSE) 

B. THE FIRST WITNESS INTRODUCED A MRS. NGUYENTHI HONG THU 

(NGUYEENX THIJ HOONGF THU), A ~3 YEAR OLD WOMAN WHO IS EMPLOYED AS A 

CIVIL SERVICE WORKER AT THE QUANG NGAI CITY SUGAR FACTORY, AND 

WHO PRESENTLY RESIDES AT CHANH LO (CHANHS LOOJ) WARD, QHANG NGAI 

CITY, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE· MRS. THU PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING 

INFORMATION: 
(1) SOMETIME IN MAY OR JUNE 1967, FOUR AMERICAN SOLDIERS WERE 

AMBUSHED AND KILLED IN THE THUONG HOA 1 (THWONG HOAF 1) HAMLET 

AREA (BS625975), BINH DONG (BINHF DOONG) VILLAGE, BINH SON (BINHF 

SOWN) ~ISTRICT, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE BY A LOCAL GUERRILLA UNIT. 

SHE WAS NOT A DIRECT WITNESS TO THE KILLING OF THE FOUR 

AMERICANS BUT HEARD THEY HAD ARRIVED VIA A SAMPAN THAT WAS 
LEAKING AND AS THEY WALKED NORTH ALONG A TRAIL TO ATTEMPT TO 

REJOIN THEIR UNIT, FOUR GUERRILLAS ,AMBUSHED THEM AND KILLED 

THEM. SHE HEARD THE fOUR AMERICAN BODIES WERE HASTILY BURIED IN 

THE WATER NEAR THE RIVER BANK AND WEIGHED DOWN WITH ROCKS. 

(2) LATER THAT SAME DAY AT 1900 HOURS, AN AMERICAN UNIT 

CONDUCTED A SEARCH OPERATION IN THE THUONG HOA 1 HAMLET AREA BUT 

DID NOT LOCATE THE BURIAL SITE Of THE FOUR AMERICANS. A fEW DAYS 

LATER, THE FOUR AMERICANS WERE MOVED TO A DIFFERENT BURIAL 

LOCATION BY THE LOCAL GUERRILLAS. THIS SECOND BURIAL SITE WAS A 

LARGE CRATER fORMED BY AN ARTILLERY ROUND IMPACTING (BS624977). 

THE fOUR AMERICANS WERE THROWN INTO THE CRATER AND COVERED W~TH 

DIRT AND ROCKS. THE WITNESS WAS CONSCRIPTED BY THE GUERRILLAS TO 

ASSIST IN COVERING THE BODIES WITH DIRT. AT THIS TIME THE 

WITNESS WAS 16 YEARS OF AGE AND WORKED CONSTRUCTING FISHING NETS. 

(3) THE fOUR AMERICANS CONSISTED OF ONE DARK AMERICAN AND THREE 

WHITE AMERICANS. SHE HEARD THE GUERRILLA,S HAD SEARCHED THE BODIES 

AND HAD TAKEN ALL THE ITEMS THEY FOUND. THE LOCAL GUERRILLA UNIT 

CONSISTED Of FOUR MEN (WHO ARE ALL DECEASED): MR. NGUYEN BONG 

(NGUYEENX BOONGF), THE LEADER, MR. NGOC (NGOCJ), MR. HOANG 

(HOANGF), AND MR. COl (COWl). THEY WERE ARMED WITH CARBINES. 

(4) AFTER THE FOUR AMERICANS WERE BURIED IN THE CRATER, A HEAVY 
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RAIN ARRIVED THREE TO fOUR DAYS LATER AND PARTIALLY EXPOSED THE 
LEG OF ONE OF THE AMERICANS. THE GUERRILLAS DECIDED TO REBURY 
THE AMERICANS IN A DIFFERENT AND MORE PERMANENT SITE· THE SITE 
CHOSEN WAS A SANDBAR LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF A SMALL STREAM 
WHICH WAS A SUBSIDIARY OF THE SONG TRA RIVER (BS626974). THE 
WITNESS WAS ONCE AGAIN CONSCRIPTED TO ASSISTED IN DIGGING THE 
GRAVE ALONG WITH A MR., THANH (THANHF) AND A MRS. VAN (VAAN). 
(5) THE SOIL WAS SANDY AND THE GRAVE SITE WAS DUG TO A DEPTH OF 
ONE AND A HALF METERS AND TWELVE METERS LONG. THE AMERICANS WERE 
LAID IN THE GRAVE FACE UP AND FEET TO HEAD. THE BODIES WERE 
BLOATED AND WORE A GREEN COLORED UNIFORM. SHOVELS WERE UTILIZED 

TO DIG THE GRAVE· 
(6) AFTER 1975, THE WITNESS AND MR. VAN RETURNED TO THE "AREA ~F 
THE GRAVE SITE BUT COULD NOT LOCATE IT. PRESENTLY THE RIVER HAS 
CHANGED COURSE AND THE GRAVE 'SITE AREA IS UNDER APPROXIMATELY TWO 
METERS OF WATER. 
(7) THE WITNESS HAS NOT HEARD OF ANYONE RETURNING TO THE AREA TO 
SEARCH FOR THE BODIES OR OF ANYONE LOCATING THE GRAVE SITE. SHE 
SAID NUMEROUS VILLAGERS IN THAT AREA KNOW THE STORY BUT ONLY A 
FEW KNOW THE CORRECT LOCATION OF THE GRAVE SITE. 
C. THE SECOND WITNESS INTRODUCED WAS A MRS. NGUYEN THI THANH 
VAN, (NGUYEENX THIJ THANH VAAN) A 44 YEAR OLD HOUSEWIFE WHO PRESENTLY 
RESIDES IN Al PEOPLE'S COMMITTEE COLLECTIVE HOUSING AREA (Al KHU 
HAPJ THEER UYR BAN NHAAN ZAAN), QUANG NGAI CITY, QUANG NGAI 
PROVINCE. 
MRS. VAN PRODUCED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 
(1) ON AN UNRECALLED DAY"IN MAY 1966 OR 1967, FOUR AMERICANS 
WERE AMBUSHED AND KILLED IN THE THUONG HOA 1 HAMLET AREA BY A 
LOCAL GUERRILLA UNIT. THE AMERICAN SOLDIERS ARRIVED IN .. THE AREA 
BY A LEAKY SAMPAN AND PROCEEDED TO TRAVEL BY FOOT IN A NORTHERLY 
DIRECTION. SHE POINTED OUT A TRAIL THEY COULD PROCEED ON AND AS 
THEY TRAVELED IT SEVERAL MINUTES LATER SHE HEARD GUNFIRE AND THAT 
THE FOUR AMERICANS WERE KILLED. SHE WAS YOUNG AND SCARED AND DID 
NOT WANT TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE KILLING. 
(2) THE FOUR AMERICANS CONSISTED OF ONE BLACK AND THREE WHITE 
AND SHE REMEMBERED THE BLACK AMERICAN CARRIED AN AR-15 RIFLE. 

r 
IMSGID/GENADMIN/CDR JTF-FAII 

bKSJ 
THEY ALL WORE GREEN COLORED UNIFORM AND SlEEL POTS. SHE COULD 
ONLY REMEMBER THAT THEY WERE OF LARGE STATURE. 
(3) SHE HEARD THE AMERICANS WERE BURIED ALONG THE SONG TRA 
RIVERBANK IN THE-'WATER (NFl). SEVERAL DAYS LATER SHE WAS 
CONSCRIPTED BY THE GUERRILLAS~ ALONG WITH A MRS. THU AND THE 
WITNESS'S FATHER, MR. THANH (THANHF), TO ASSIST THE GUERRILLAS IN 
BURYING THE FOUR AMERICANS IN A LARGE BOMB CRATER IN THE AREA 

.---.< - ----- ---._,-.. •• --~ ._.-
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(BS624977). THEY COVERED THE BODIES WITH DIRT AND ROCKS. 

(4) SEVERAL DAYS LATER A HEAVY RAIN BEGAN AND PARTIALLY EXPOSED 

ONE OF THE BODIES IN THE CRATER. THE GUERRILLAS DECIDED TO MOVE 

THE BODIES TO A DIFFERENT LOCATION. THIS NE~ LOCATION WAS ON A 

SANDSAR IN THE nIDDlE OF A SMALL STREAM (BS62697Q). THE GRAVE 

WAS DUG DEEP, OVER ONE METER, AND LONG ENOUGH TO HOLD ALL FOUR 

AMERICAN BODIES lAID FACE UP HEAD TO FEET. THE GRAVE WAS THEN 

COVERED WITH SANDY SOIL AND SOME ROCKS. THE TOP OF THE GRAVE WAS 

NOT MARKED IN ANY MANNER. 
(5) SHE RETURNED SOMETIME AFTER 1975 WITH A MRS. THUY TO ATTEMPT 

TO LOCATE THE GRAVE SITE BUT THEY COULD NOT LOCATE THE GRAVE 

SITE. PRESENTLY THE GRAVE SITE AREA IS UNDER WATER FOR A LOCAL 

DIRT DAM BROKE AND THE RIVER HAS CHANGED COURSE ... SHE SUD SHE 

COULD NOT POINT OUT AN EXACT hOCATION OF THE BURIAL SITE BUT SHE 

JUST KNEW THE GENERAL AREA. 
D. THE THIRD WITNESS WAS A MR. NGUYEN MINH THANH (NGUYEENX MINH 

THANHF), 73 YEAR OLD MAN, WHO IS RETIRED AND PRESENTLY RESIDES AT 

THUONG HOA 1 (THWONG HOAF 1) HAMLET, BINH DONG (BINHF DOONG) VILLAGE, 

BINH SON (BINHF SOWN) DISTRICT, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE. MR. THANH 

WAS HARD OF HEARING AND~rs ~E(OLL~CTIONOF PAST EVENTS WAS VERY 

POOR. MR. THANH PROV:P)ED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

(1) SOMETIME IN MAY 1966, HE ASSISTED A LOCAL GUERRILLA UNIT 

BURY FOUR AMERICAN SOLDIERS THEY HAD KILLED. AN AMERICAN FORCE 

HAD CONDUCTED A SWEEP OPERATION TRYING TO LOCATE THE M~SSING FOUR 

AMERICAN SOLDIERS BUT DID NOT. THE FOUR AMERICANS WERE ONE BLACK 

AMERICAN AND THREE WHITE AMERICAN. 

(2) THE WITNESS REMEMBERED THAT THE GRAVE SITE WAS IN THt MIDDLE 

OF A SMALL STREAM IN A SANDBAR (BS626974). THE WITNESS, HIS 

DAUGHTER (MRS. VAN), A MRS. THU, AND FOUR GUERRILLAS DUG THE 

GRAVE. THE GRAVE WAS OVER ONE METER DEEP AND VERY LONG. SHOVELS 

WERE UTILIZED TO CONSTRUCT THIS GRAVE SITE. THE AMERICANS WERE 

LAID IN THE GRAVE HEAD TO FEET AND COVERED UP WITH SAND AND SOME 

ROCKS. NO MARKER WAS PLACED ON THIS GRAVE SITE. THE STREAM WAS 

APPROXIMATELY TWENTY METERS WIDE. AT ·THAT TIME, HIS HOUSE WAS 

LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 500 METERS NORTH OF THE GRAVE SITE. 

(3) THE WITNESS SAID THAT PRESENTLY THE WHOLE AREA ~F THE GRAVE 

SlTE IS UNDER WATER FOR THE SONG TRA RIVER HAS CHANGED COURSE 

OVER THE YEARS. WHEN ASKED IF IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO ATTEMP. AN 

EXCAVATION OF THE GRAVE SITE, THE WITNESS BEGAN TO LAUGH AND SAID 

If YOU BUILT A DAM AND USED MANY BULLDOZERS, IT STILL WOULD BE 

DIFFICULT TO EXCAVATE THE SITE. 

3. TEAM CHIEF COMMENTS: 
A. THE NAMES OF THE THREE WITNESSES WERE PROVIDED TO ART 2 VIA 

DET ACHMENT TWO, JTF -F A IN HANOI'TROM MR. DICH (VNOSMP) AND'·'SENIOR 

(OlONEL DAI (MND). ALL THE WITNESSES PROVIDED THEIR INFORMATION 

IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD AND SINCERE MANNE~. 

B .. THE AREA OF THE SECOND AND THIRD BURIAL SITE AS DESCRIBED BY 
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THE WITNESSES IS PRESENTLY UNDER APPROXIMATELY TWO METERS OF 
WATER. A LOCAL DIRT DAM WAS CONSTRUCTED IN THE AREA AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY HAS ERODED AWAY CAUSING THE SONG TRA RIVER TO CHANGE 
COURSE AND COVER THE AREA OF THE GRAVE SITES WITH WATER. 
C. DO NOT RECOMMEND THIS CASE FOR RECOVERY OPERATIONS AND 
RECOMMEND CASE 0646 BE CLASSIFIED AS PENDING.;; 

BT 

DLVR:CDR JTF-fA HONOLULU HI(l) ..• ORIG 

*** MDU office codes that have received this messJge:*** _t 
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