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HQUSAF WASHDC//INf/

USCINCSOC MACDILL AFB FL//43//
JICPAC HONOLULY HI//010// CORPERSCON ALEX VA//TAPC-PED-P//
COMMAVHILPER VASHDC//NGADD// AFHPC RANDOLPH AFE TX//DPHCA//

JCS WASHDC/ /U5 PH-NIAZJI-SODSCICS PA-J//

SECDEF WASHDC//OASD- 1SA/PY-HIAZDD/CIY/

CORUSACILEY RICKAM AFB H1//TAPC-PED-H//

1A WASHDC//OEA/SEA/18/DDO/EASICOG//
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UNCLASSIF1£D D787 SEP 92

DIA PSS 10 DOD POW-HiA CENTRAL DOCUNENTATION OFFICE
SUBJ: .}ﬁﬁ:mussnisﬂ 19N REPORY OF: CASE" 8645 DANGNG
FASEMBECES WINTERS AND:NEDDS) o

TF-FAs DET ONEs BK TH, 1905222 SEP 92.

t, REF IS THE SURMARY REPORT OF JOINT US/SRY ACTIVATIES
CONDYCTED N VIETHAN DURING THE 13TH JOINT FIELD
ACTIVETY FROM 21 AUG TO 18 SEP 92. PARA 4.A. () OF REF
PERTAINS TO THE INVESTIGATION OF CASE 8646 WRICH IS
REPORTED [N DETAtL HEREIN. THIS REPORT f§ BASED ON
FIELD AALYSIS ALONE ARD IS NOF INTENDED T0 PROVIDE
FINAL| ARALYTICAL CONCLUSIONS.

7, SUMMARY OF INVESTICATION: ON 24 AND 2B AUGUST 1931
A JOINT TEAW TRAVELED TO BINH DONG VILLAGE, BINH SOK
DISTRICT, QUANG MGA) PROVINCE, AND INTERVIEWED FOUR
WITHESSAS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CASE B646. TWO WITNESSES
PRUUIEED DETAILED {NFORMATION LEADING UP TO AND
INCLURING THE AMBUSHr KILLING OF THE FOUR AHERICAN
SOLDIERS AND THEIR SUBSEQUENT BURIAL. ONE WITNESS WAS
THE YILUAGE CHIEF AT THE TINE OF THE INCIDENT AND
PROVLDEY HEARSAY INFORMATION AS |T WAS REPORTED T0 HIN.
ONE HtIHESS PROVLDED INFORHATtON REGARDING HIS OBSERVING
THE DEAD BODIES AND ASSISTING | MOVING THEN TO A BURIAL
SITE.| THE BODIES WERE BURIED IN THREE DIFFERERT
LOCATRONS WITH THE LAST LOCATION BEING VICINITY
BSE31068. PRESENTLY TRIS LOCATION IS UNDER A FOOT OF
WATER| tN THE MIDDLE OF THE SONG TRA RIVER. DO NOT
RECOMNEND THIS GRAVE SITE LOCATION FOR A RECOVERY
ATTENPT.

UNCLASSIFIED

tnuuin nu

3. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION:
< A ON 2§ AUGUST 1932+ THE AMERICAN MENBERS OF JOINT
INVESTIGAT IO ELEKENT 3 (IE3) ARRIVED IN QUANG NCAI
CITY, QUANG KGA PROVINGE 10 BEGIN THE 13TH SERIES OF
JOINT FIELD ACTIVITIES,
THE U.S. CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF:
CY) GEEE @B (IEAH CHIEF)
(712 (NAC) NI @. WD (ASS!STANT TEAN CHIEF)
Yo Ny G (L 1VE SICHTING INVESTIGATOR
$SC SRR (2HALYST)
spc I QD (L {NGUIST/ANALYSY)
SSC My ERaEENNg (SCARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALISTY SCI
SR GIR (SCARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST)
HHc G D (TEAH HEDIC)
ssG (NN G (0D TECHNICHAN)
THE VIETNANESE CONTIGENT CONSISTED OF:
THAH MIKN TUAN (TRAANF MENH TUAANS) (UINISTRY OF FOREIGN
AFFAIRS AND TEAM CHIEF)
LU VAN THO (LU VAWK THOJE WIRISTRY OF DEFENSE)
HGUYEN DINN TRONG NGUYEENX DIKHF TRONGH MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS)
NGUYEN VAN MAD (NGUYEENX VAWN MAO) (MINISTRY OF
INTER10R)
TRINH QUOC KHAKH (TRINHJ QUOOCS KHAHES) (MIXISTRY OF
FOREIGN ASFAIRSI

B. ON 77 AUGUST 97+ THE JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAM MET
¥ITH NEMBERS OF THE CUANG NGAI PROVINGE TASY TEAM.
THE PROVINCE TASX TEAK CONSISTED Gf:
HUYKH MAL (HUYNHS BAL) (TEAN CHIEF)
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10 COR JTF-FA HONGLULD W}

USCINCPAC LO WASHDC//

NSC WASHDC

DA WASHDC//DANOD-ODO-ROC/DAMI-T 114/
HQUSAF MASHDC//iN//

USCINCSOC HACDILL AFB FL/1JIN
CORPERSCON ALEX VA//TAPC-PED-P//
AFNPC RANDOLPH AFB TX//OPHCA//

0 USCINCPAC HONOLULY H1//J3//
YASHDC//PON-M1 A/DOF /DOF -3//

SUBJ: FIELD IRVESTIGATION REPORT OF CASE 0G46 HANGINO
HASENBECK, WINTERS AMD NLDDS)

LE[ VAN VIET (LEE VAWN VIEETS) {INVESTIGATOR

LE| VAN ZUNG (LEE VAWN IUNGX) (IRVESTIGATOR)

PHAM.UBK CHAU (PHAMJ VAWN CHAAUY {INVESTIGATOR)

* NGUYEW KHAN INGUYEENX NHARRY (IRVESTIGATOR)

DURIKG THIS MEETING THE VIETHAMESE SiDE EXPLAIRED 11§
PREPARATIONS FOR THIS ITERATION AND OFFERED A TENTATIVE
WORK' SCHEDULE.

C. OM 24 AUGUST 1992+ THE JOINT TEAN TRAVELED TO
BINH:DONG {BINHF DOONG) VILLAGE ®S61B1H, BINH SON
BINAF SOWN) DISTRICT. QUANG NGAI PROVIKCE TG INITIATE
THE INVESTIGATION OF CASE DE46. THE FIRST WITNESS
INTERVIEWED WAS MR. NGUYEN THE BONG (NGUYEENX THEES
BOONGF) A 47 YOA, FISHERHAM. VMO PRESEXTLY RESIDES AT
THUONG HOA (THWONGS NOAF) HAMLET, BINK DONG VILLAGE:
QUANG KGAI PROVINCE. MR. BONG PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING

INF ORNAT{ OK:

{1, R. BONG JOINED THE BiNH DONG VILLAGE
GUERRILLA UNIT 1N 1964. AT THE TIME OF THIS INCIDENT

. BONG MAS A VILLAGE GUERRILLA. IN 1363 MR. BONG
ASSUNED THE POS{TION AS THE BINH OONG VILLAGE GUERRILLA
CHIEF AND MAINTAINED THIS POSITION UNTIL 1975, THE BINH
DONG VILLAGE GUERRILLA UN!T WAS COHPOSED OF
ARPROXINATELY 4g PERSONNEL AND WERE ARMED WITH AN
ASSORTHENT OF WEAPONS: 10 INCLUDE; AK-81'S: M-1 RIFLES:
CARGINES, AMD A MACHINE GUN. THE VILLAGE UNIT DID NOT
SSESS ANY CONNUNICATION EQUIPHENT. THE GUERRILLAS
REPARTED IN WRITING DIRECTLY TO THE BINH SON DISTRICT

UNCLASSIFIED

INCOMING

HEADQUARTERS ViA A CONMO LIAISON PERSON NAMED MR. MAU
(DECEASED) ,

(2). ON FHE ISTH AMD 16TH OF APRIL (LURAR MONTH).
1967+ AN AMERICAN BATTALION ARRIVED AT BiNH DORG VILLAGE
10 CONDUGT SWEEP OPERATIONS IN THE AREA. OM THE SECOND
DAY THE AMERICAN FORCES BEGAH TO WITHDRAW FROM THE AREA
AT 1600 HOURS. ON THE SECOMD DAY, SEVERAL VILLAGERS
REPORTED T0 HR. BOKG THAT FOUR AMERICAH SOLDIERS WERE MN
THE AREA AND APPEARED TO BE LOST. THE FOUR AMERICAN
SOLDIERS WERE INQUIRING OF LOCAL RESIDENTS FOR
DIRECTIONS T0 THEIR BATTALION AREA. HR. BONG ORDERED
TWO JEEMAGERS: A MISS NGUYEN THI HOMG GGUYEENX THIJ
HOONGJ) AND A MR. WU DINH DUNG (VUX DINHF HOMGH {BOTH
DECEASED), WHO WERE TWO VILLAGE GUERRILLAS» TO APPROACH
THE FOUR AMERICANS AMD GUIDE THEM TO A PRE-DETERMINED
BREA TO BE AMBUSHED. MR, BOWG: MR. NGUYER HOARG
(NGUYEENX HOAMGF) AHD MR. NGUYEN NGOC (NGUYEENX NGOCJ)
(BOTH DECEASED) WERE TO CONOUCT THE AMBUSH. 17 WAS
REPORTED 70 HR. BONG THAT THE AMERICANS HAD ATIEMPTED TO
BORROW & LOCAL RESIDENT’S BOAT BUT SHE HAD REFUSED.

{3). MR, BONG CHDSE AN AREA OF THE ROAD JUST NORTH
OF THE THUONG HOA KAKLET (BS6104) AKD ADJACERT T0 THE
SONG TRA RIVER FOR THE AMBUSH SITE. THE GUERRILLA FORCE
ASSUMED CONCEALED POSITIONS BEKEND LARGE BOULDERS. WHEN
THE FOUR AMERICANS WERE IN VISUAL RAKGE MR. BONG HADE A
SIGNAL AND TH TWO TEEKAGERS MOVED ANAY FROM THEH. THE
AMERICANS WERE WALKING IN & STRAJCHT LINE FORMAZION WITH
ONE BLACK SOLDIER FIVE METERS IN THE FRONT AND THE RES:
WO HETERS APART

). MR BONG FIRED RIS CARBINE KILLING THE LEAD
ANERICAN SOLDIER. THES WAS THE SIGNAL FOR THE OTHER TvO
GUERRILLAS 10 L0B TWD GREKADES AT TNE THREE REFAINING
SOLDIERS.  IW THIS INITIAL ASSAULT ALL THE AMERICANS
WERE EITHER KIELED OR WOUNDED. THE GUERRILLAS THEN SHOI
AND KILLED THE WOURDED SOLDIERS. THE GUERRILLAS
COLLECTED THE FOLLOWYMG FROM THE DEAD AHERICAN SOLDIERS
ONE A6 MACHINE GUN: THREE AR-15 RIFLES: ONE PRC-6 RADIO:
37 HAND GRENADES: FOUR RUCK SACKS: COKTAINING FOOD AND
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USCIRCPAC LO WaSHDC//

NSC WASHOC

DA WASHBC//DAMO-~ODQ-AOC/DAN1-F 114/
RQUSAF WASHDC//IN//

USCINCSOC MACDILL AFB FL/2J347
JICPAC HONOLULU H1//010// CORPERSCOM ALEX VA//TAPC-PED-P//
COMNAVHILPER WASKDC//NG&DOD// AFHPC RANDOLPH AFB TX//DPMCA//
JCS WASHDC//J5 PW-NIA/J3-JOD/CICS PA-J//

SECDEF WASHDC//0ASD- ISA/PY-HIA/DDI/CI1//

CORUSACILHT HNCKAN AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//

CIA WASHDC//OEA/SEA/1B/DDO/EA/ COG//

DIRNSA FT GEO HEADE D//B51/0CN//P-S//

fNFO USCINCPAC HONOLULU Hi//43//
DIA NASHDC//PON-HIA/DOF /DOF -3//
SECSTATE WASHDC//CA/OCS/CCS/EAP//
CHC WASHDG//MNP-LO/INT//

CNO WASHDC//0P-832/DN)//

UNCLAS SECTION 82 OF 66 BANGKOK TH 47764

INCLASSIFIED 8287 SEP 92
DIA PASS T0 DOD POV-HEA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFF ICE
SUBJ: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT OF CASE 8645 MANGINO:
_HASENBECK. WINTERS AND RIDDS)

NEDICINE: AND THREE WATCHES. THE AMBUSH OCCURRED AF
515 HOURS AMD BY 1625 THE CUERRILLAS KD DEPARTED THE
AREA.

(). MR, BONG DESCREBED FHE FOUR AMERICARS AS ONE
EING BLACK AND THREE CAUCASIANS. THE BLACK SOLDIER WaS
HE TALLEST AT APPROXIMATELY 1.7 METERS. THEY WERE

ARING OLTVE GREEN UNIFORMS AND HELMETS. A WRITTEN
EPORT OF THE AMBUSH WAS DELIVERED TO A MR. CHIEN
RIEENS) (DECEASED), WMG WAS THE DISTRICT FORCE LEADER
THROUGH THE COSHO LIAISON CHANNEL.

6. MR. BONG HEARD THAT THE FOUR BODIES WERE
BURJED LATER BY SEVERAL LOCAL VILLACERS AND GUERRILLAS
BY PUSHING THEM INTO THE NUD BY THE RIVER BANK UNTIL
THEY WERE CONCEALED (BSG1B4). MR. BONG HEARD THAT A R,
BA 1BA) AND A MISS PHUONG (PHWONGJ} ARE THE ONLY TwO
tRDIVIDUALS STILL ALIVE FROM THIS BURIAL DETAIL

. HR. BONG HEARD THAT THREE DAYS AFTER Th!S
BURYAL THE FOUR BODIES FLOATED OUT OF TNE MID AND HAD TO
B REBURIED. THE BODIES WERE TRANSPORTED ViA SAMPAN
AGROSS THE RIVER 70 THE BINK DUONG (BINHF IWOKG) VILLAGE
AREA.  SEVERAL DAYS LATER & SMALL CHILD ACCIDENTALLY DUG
AJ TRIS LOCATION AND OISCOVERED THE BODIES. AT THiS
TINE THE BODIES WERE TRANSPORTED VIA SAMPAN DOWN THE
RIVER TO AN AREA KNOWN AS DONG DOP (DOONGF 200PJ) ANO
REBURIED ALONG THE RIVER BAMK. MR. BONG NAS EVER
VISITED THE BURIAL SITES AND HAS NOT HEARD OF ANYONE
RECOVERING THE RENAINS OR ARTIFACTS.

UNGLASSIFIED

WY YEHIG 1w

(8. AT 1328 HOURS: THE SAME DAY OF THE AMBUSH. AN
RHERICAK FORCE ARRIVED I THE AREA T0 SEARCH FOR IHE
FOUR MISSING SOLDIERS. AFTER SEVERAL WOURS AND NEGATIVE
RESULTS THEY DEPARTED THE AREA

). MR BOWG COULD PROVIDE NO INFORMATION
CONCERNING U.S. POS OR POW CAMPS. HE HAD NEVER HEARD
OF U.S. PRISONERS TEACHING ENCLISH TO { IBERATION FORCES
PERSONNEL. MR, BONG SAID THIS AMBUSH WAS THE FIRST TiMe
THAY HE ECOUKTERED THE AR-15 RIFLE. MR. BONG SAID THE
21ST REGIMENT HEADQUARTERS SOMETINES ARRIVED IN THE AREA
TO BASE. THE BINH DONG VILLAGE HAD & TUNNEL COHPLEX
DURING THE WAR BUT PRESENTLY IT IS CAVED IN AND MOT
USED,

D. THE NEXT WITNESS INTERVIEWED WAS MR. PHAN DINK
BA (PHAN DINHF BASI; A S8 YOA. RETIREE, WHO PRESENTLY
RESIDES N NAM BINH (MAM BINHFI NWAMLET, BIRH NGUYEN
(BINRF NGUYEEN) VILLAGE, BiNH SON DISTRICT. QUANG NGAI
PROVINCE. MR, BA PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

(1). DURING THE TINE OF THE INCIDENT MR. BA WAS THE
VILLAGE PARTY CHIEF AMD RECEIVED A REPORT COMCERNING THE
DEATH OF FOUR AMERICAW SOLDIERS I TRE THUONG KOA HAMCET
AREA. HE HEARD THE GODIES WERE BURIED IN THE DONG HINH
AREA, :

{2), A FEM YEARS PASI: IN SEARCH OF PROFIT, MR. BA
ATTEMPTED TO TRACE THE LOCATION OF THE BURIAL SITE, BUT
T0 NO AVAIL.

E. THE TRIRD WITHESS INTERVIEWEO WAS MRS. NGUYEN
THI PHUONG (INGUYEENX THIJ PHNONGJI, AKA: NGUYEN THI BICH
LYEN (NGUYEENX TNIJ BICHS LJEEN), A 45 YOA WHD IS
EMPLOYED AT THE QUANG NGA! CITY DEVELOPMENE COMPANY
(COONG TY COONG TRINHF DOD THIJ). MRS, PHUONG PRESEATLY
RESIDES AT GROUP 1. NGUYEN NGHIEN INGUYEENY NGHIEEM
WARD: QUANG NGAI CITY» QUANG NGAI PROVINCE. SHE
PRGVIDED THE FOLLOWING {NFORMATION:

{13, FOR APPROXIMATELY THREE DAYS N MARCH (UNAR
BT
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INFD USCINCPAC HONOLULY H1//J3/7
DIA WASHOC//PON-1i1 A/DOF /DOF -3¢/
SEGSTATE WASHDC//CA/OCS/CCS/EAP//
CHC| WASHDC/ /NP -LO/INT//

CKO) ¥ASHOC/ /0P-032/0M1 7/

Jicpa

JTE-FA HONOLULY M

USCIHCPAC L0 WASHDC//

NSC WASHDC

DA WASHDC//0ANO-0DO-AOC/DAHI -F 117/
HQUSAF WASHOC//INf/

USCINCSOC MACDILL AFB FL//J3/7
CORPERSCOM ALEX VA//TAPC-PED-P//
AFHPC RANDOLPH AFB TX//DPHCA//

KOROLOLY Hi//0l0//
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COMNAVKILPER WASHDC//NG4DD//
JCS| WASHDC/ /35 PU-NIA/J3-JOD/CICS PA-J//
SECDEF WASHDC//0ASD- ISA/PY-HIA/DDI/CIY//
CORUSACILHI WICKAS AFB H)//TAPC-PED-K//
Cla HﬂSHDCI!DEAISEﬂIIBIDDUIE&IICOGII
DIRNSA FT GEO MEADE MD//BS1/DCN//P-S/1

UNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 06 BANGKOK TH 42764

UNCLASSIFIED 0287 SEP 97

DIA PASS 10 DOD PON-HIA CENTRAL DOCUMEMTATION OFF ICE

SUBJ} FIELD INVESTIGATEON REPORT OF CASE 0546 (HAKGINO.

RASERBECK: VINTERS AHD RIDDS)

'Eﬁftxnnnl. 1357: AN AMERICAN FORCE WAS CONDUCTING SWEEP
CPERATFONS IN THE BINK DONG VILLAGE AREA. THIS AMERICAN
FORCE 01D HOT EXCOUNTER AHY GUERRILLA FORCES DURING (1S
INJT{AL ACTIONS BUT DUR{NG THE AFTERNOON OF THE THiRD
DAY IHE OBSERVED FOUR AMERECAN SOLDIERS fH A SAMPAM TRAT
WAS UEAKING BADLY. AT THIS TINE SKE WAS ON THE PORCH OF
HER HOUSE ADJACENT TO THE SONG TRA RIVER (BSG2%4), THE
SAMPAN THE AMERICANS WERE IN WAS OME METER WIDE AND SiX
METERS LONG. SHE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY OTHER ANERICAN
FORCES IN THE AREA. THE SAMPAN WAS APPROXIMATELY 180
METERS UPSTREAM FROM NER MOUSE. SHE SIGNALLED FOR THE
AMERICANS TO COME ASHORE. THE AMERICANS DECIDED TO
BEACH| THE SAMPAN. THE SANPAN BELONGED TO A MRS. QUYEN
(QUYEEKE) (DECEASED),

(3. AFTER CONVERSATIONS WITH THE LOCAL RESIDENTS

THE AMERICANS DECIDED TO WALX TO THEIR BASE CAMP AREA.
HRS. PHUONG AND THREE OTHER WOMEN ACCOMPANIED THE
AMER{CANS ALONG THE HAMLET ROAD. THE OTHER WOMEN WERE A
HRS. [TRH (TIMHFY, MISS PHUONG (PHWONG) AND A HISS XI
(XIR) | (ALL DECEASEDI, MRS. PHUONG AND THESE OTHER WOMEN
VERE 1EGAL GUERRILLAS AT THE TIME OF THE INCIGENT. THEY
ONLY ACCOMPANIED THE ANERICAN SOLDIERS A SHORT DiSTANCE
BEFORE TURNING BACK TO THEIR HOMES. THE AMERICANS YERE
VERY FOLATE TO THEM CALEING THEN “BABYSONS*» "YOU NO VL'
AND GIVING TNEN PORTIONS OF THEIR C-RATIONS.

(). THE AMERFCAN SOLDIERS WALKED IN A STRAIGHT

LINE FORMATION ABOUT FIVE HETERS APART. THE AHERICANS

INCOMING

VERE HEAVILY ARKED WITK AR-15 RIFLES. AMMUKITION
BAKDOLEERS: RUCK SACKS AND OTHER EQUIPNENT. THEY WERE
WALKING IH A RELAXED MANNER WITN THE!R RIFLES SLUNG OVER
THEIR SHOULDERS AND THE BARRELS POINTING DOWNNARD.

). BEFORE MAS. PHUONG COULD RETURN TO KER ROUSE
SHE BEARD GUNFIRE FROM THE DIRECTION SHE LEFT THE
AHERICANS FROM. THIS OCCURRED A1 1885 HOURS. MRS
PRUOKG DID NOT IKTEND TO LEAD THE AMERICAN SOLDIERS IKT0
AN AMBUSH SITE.

(51, MRS. PHUONG AND SEVERAL VILLAGERS RAN BACK UP
THE ROAD TO THE AMBUSH SHTE AND OBSERVED THAT ALl Foug
OF THE AMERICAN SOLDIERS WERE DEAD. MR. NGUYEN VAKG
(NGUYEENX VANCF). THEN THE VILLACE CHIEF, ORDERED THE
VILLAGERS TO BURY THE BODIES. BECAUSE THE AMERICANS
WERE SO NEAR THE AMERICAN BASE CAMP 1T WAS BECIDED TO
BURY THE BODIES AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE. FOR THIS REASON
THE VILLAGERS BEL IEVED THEY DID OT HAVE ENOUGH TINE 10
DIG ERAVES BEFORE THE AMERICAN FORCES ARRIVED T0 SEARCH
FOR THE FOUR SOLDIERS. THE VILLAGERS FEARED THAT IF THE
RHERICAH FORCES DISCOVERED THE BODIES REPRISALS WOULD BE
CONDUCTED AGAINST THE VILLAGERS. THE BODIES WERE
CARRIED 36 METERS TO TNE RIVER AND PLACED IN THREE
MEFERS DEEP WATER AND COVERED WiTH §0 XILOGRAMS OF ROCKS
EACH.  HRS. PHUONG AND ASOUT TEK OTHER VILLAGERS
PARTICIPATED 1K THIS HASTY BURIAL. ONE OF THE
VILLAGERS: A MISS LTEU {LIZEUX), CLEANED UP THE AMEUSH
SITE TO CONCEAL THE BLOOD AKD OTHER SECHS OF A FIGHT.
THE VILLAGE GUERRILLAS SEVZED THE WEAPOHS AND EQUIPHENT
FROM THE AMERICAN SOLDIERS BUT SHE DID NOT OBSERVE
ANYONE TAKE DOCUMENTS OR DOG TACS. THAT SAHE NIGKT AK
AMERICAH FORCE ARRIVED IN THE AREA SEARCHING FOR THE
MISSTHG FOUR SOLDIERS. THEY DEPARTED WiTHOUT
DISCOVERING THE LOCATION OF YHE HASTY WATER GRAVE.

(6. BECAUSE SHE RESIDED HEAR THE HASIILY

CONSTRUCTED GRAVE SITE AN FISHED (4 THAY AREA HRS.

PRUONG FREQUENTEY OBSERVED THE AREA. ON THE THIRO DAY
AFTER THE AMBUSK OF THE FOUR AHERICANS SHE SAW THAT OKE
OF THE LEGS OF ONE OF THE AMERICANS HAD BECUN T FLOAT
UP AND BAS VISIBLE. SHE BELIEVED THIS WAS BECAUSE SOME
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INFQ USCINCPAC HONOLULY KI/1J3/¢ USCINCPAC LO WASHDC//
DIA|WASHDC/ FPOX-HI AZDOF /DOF -3// NSC WASHOC

SECSTATE WASHDC//CA/OCS/CCS/EAPY/ OA WASHDC//DAHO-0DO-AQC/DAMI-FI1//
CHC| WASHOC/ /MNP-L O/ INT/f HQUSAF WASHDC//IN//

CHO| WASHDC/ 0P -092/0NY// USCINCSOC HACDILL AFB FLI/J3M/
JICFAC HONOLULU HI//7010// CORPERSCOM ALEX VA//TAPC-PED-P//
COMRAUMILPER WASHDC//N640D// " AFMPC RANDOLPR AFB TX//DPMCA//
JCS|WASHOC/ /35 PR-MTA/J3-JOD/CICS PA-J//

SECOEF WASHDC//0ASD- ISA/PY-HIA/DDI/CIL//

COR
Cla

SACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//
WASHDC//0EA/SER/1B/DDO/EAS 1COG//

DIRNSA FT GEO HEADE MD//BS1/DCN//P-S//
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ASSIFIED 027 SEP 92

PASS T0 DOD POW-%IA CENTRAL DOCUMENTAFION OFFICE

: FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT OF CASE BE46 UNAKGINO.
NBECX. WINTERS AND K1DDS

KE ROCKS HAD FALLEN OFF THE BODY UNDERWATER. SHE
SCARED THAT OTHER BODY PARTS WOULD ALSO MATERIALIZE
HE CONTACTED THE VILLAGE CHIEF, MR. VANG, ¥HO

VED AT NIGHT WITH 12 T0 13 PEOPLE. THE FOUR

1CAN BODIES WERE TRANSPORTED VIA THREE SAHPANS DOWK
RIVER 70 AK tSOLATED SPOT KNOWN AS THE BINH PHUOC
HF PHWOCSH AREA {BS6IL968F. AT TNIS LOCATION THEY
TRUCTED A GRAVE ABOUT ONE METER DEEP AND PLACED ALL
BADIES !N (T SIDE BY SIDE, THIS GRAVE HAS IN A

SANDY AREA OM THE EDGE OF THE RIVER. THIS AREA IS
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QXIMATELY 600 METERS FROM AN EARTHEN DA BS635378).
TNE YEARS THE DAH HAS BEEN PARTHALLY DESTROYED AND
RIVER HAS GROWH IK WIDIN, THE AREA OF TNE CRAVE
IS PRESENTLY UNDERWATER
(7). MRS, PHUONG HAD BEARD THAT A MISS MGUYER THi

HONG (A TEENAGER HENTIONED BY THE FIRST WITNESS)

PART
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ICIPATED N THE AMBUSH OF THE FOUR AMERICANS.
£. ON 28 AUGUST 1392, THE LAST WITHESS ASSOCIATED
TRIS CASE HAS INTERVIEWED. A MRS. NGUYEN THI LIEU
YEENX THES LIEEUXE, 48 YOA: FARMER: WHO PRESENTLY
DES [N THUONG HOA NAMLET, BINK DONG VILLAGE: BINK
QISTRICT, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE. MRS. LIEU PROVIDED
FOLLOVING TNFORMAT | OR:
{l). AT 1880 HOURS DN AN UNRECALLED DAY. I¥ APRIL
AN CALENDAR) . 1967, MRS. LiEU HAS AT RER RESIDENCE
SHE BEARD GUNFLRE I THE AREA, ALONG WITH SEVERM
ACERS SHE RAN AEOUT OKE XILOMETER TO AN AREA BY THE

HAMLET ROAD AND OBSERVED FOUR DEAD AMERICAN SOLDIERS.
THE FOUR SOLDIERS WERE VERY LARGE AND WEARING OLJVE
GREEN UNIFORMS. THEY ALSO WERE COVERED IN MUD AND SHE
COULD HOT FELL F THEY WERE WHITE OR BLACK. MRS. LIEY
DI NOT SEE ANYORE TAXE ANY EQUIPHENT OR BOCUHENTS FROM
THE BODIES,

f1). ABOUT 18 VILLAGERS AND GUERRILLAS CARRIED THE
FOUR BODIES APPROXIHATELY ONE MALF A KILONEEER DISTANGE
FROM THE AMBUSH SITE AND BURIED THER IR SKALLOW WATER
VEIGHTED DOWN WITH ROCXS. SHE DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN
THE ACTUAL BURIAL BUT DID NOTICE THREE OTHER WOMEN
PARTICIPATIRG: INCLUDIKG THE THIRD WITNESS, A MRS.
PAUONC,

(3. MRS. LIEY LATER HEARD THAT THE BODIES HAD
BECOME VISIBLE AND WERE MOVED AND REBURIED 1N A
DIFFERERT LOCATION GF1).

(4y. ABOUT 2 70 3 DAYS LATER AHERICAN FORCES
ARRIVED IN THE AREA SEARCHING FOR THE MISSING SOLDIERS

4. HATERIAL EVIOEWCE: HONE

5. SURVEY RESULTS: THE ALLEGED LOCATION OF THE GRAVE
SITE (BS631968) 1S 25 METERS FROM THE RIVERBANK IN ONE
FOOT OF WATER. APPROXIMATELY 60 HETERS EAST OF THE
GRAVE SITE- IS AN EARTREN DAH THAT APPEARS PARTIALLY
DESTROYED

§. RECOHMENDED FUTURE ACTIONS: HOKE

7. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: THE LOCATION OF
THE GRAVE SITE (S 85631368,

8. ARCAS OR CASE FILE 1HFORMATION NOT INVESHIGATED

NORE
8. ANALYST COMMENTS
A THE IHFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE WLINESSES
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SUBJ. FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT OF CASE U546 (HANGINO:
_HASENBECK: WINTERS AND N1DDS)

CORRELATES WELL WITH THE KHOMN FACTS HAJHTAINED IN JTF-

FA FILES.  THE WITNESSES PROVIDER AX ACCURATE L{ASI KNOWK

LOCAT IR, TEME FRAHE: TIME OF DAY AND CIRCUNSTANCES OF

L0SS
OHE OF THE NAJOR DISCREPANCIES IS THAT .S,
FORCES ‘O3SERVED A LOCAL RESIDENT IN A SAHPAN TALKING
WITH|THE FOUR ANERCANS AT THEIR LAST KNOWN LOCATION.
THE WITWESSES DID HOT PROVIDE ANY {NFORMATION CONCERNING
A LOQACL. IN A SAHPAN CONVERSING WITH THE AMERICANS. THE
THETJAL CORVERSATIONS WETH THE AKERICANS WERE BY A
FEMALE FROM THE SHORE. THE OTHER MAJOR DISCREPANCY 1S
VAT THE PRIMARY WIINESS: A MR, BOWG: DESCRIBED ONE OF
THE AMERICAN SOLDIERS AS BEING A BLACK MALE. ALL FOUR
OF THE ENDIVEDUALS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS CASE WERE
CAUCASIANS,  THE UNOSHP TEAM LEADER BEGAHE VISIBLY UPSE?
BY THIS INFORMATION AD EXTENSIVELY QUESTIONED THE
WITHESS TO INSURE FHAT HE SAID ONE OF THE AMERICANS NAS
BLACKL THE WITNESS MAINTAENED WIS STORY.
C| THE TEAM INTERVIEVED FOUR WITHESSES WITH THREE
PROVIDING THEIR INFORMATION IN A STRATGHTFORMARD MANNER.
THE LAST WITNESS INTERVIEWED APPEAREO NERVOUS AND HAD A
HARD TINE COMCENFRATING ON THE QUESTIONS. NONE OF THE
¥ITNESSES APPEARED TO MAKE ANY ATIEMPT TO MISLEAD THE
TEAH,

IN JUNE 195Ls WHILE CONDUCTING RESEARCH AT THE
CENTRJtiHUSEUH IK HANOI, MEMBERS OF DETACHMENT TwO. JTF-
FAr MET WITH & SENIOR COLONEL QUAN WHO PROVIDED THEN

(=]

WITH A PIECE OF PAPER CONTAINING THE FOLLOWING DATA:
DAVID M WINTERS, NUMBER 825378, 196TH BDE, KILLED BY
GUERRILEAS IN THUONC HOA HAMET, BINH DOKC VILLAGE, 7§
APRIL 1967. THIS INFORMATION BY ITSELF IS INCONCLUSIVE
AS THE VIETHAMESE HAVE TOTAL ACCESS 10 JTF-FA FILES AND
COULD HAVE EASILY MANUFACTURED SUCK A PIECE OF PAPER.
ROKE OF THE WITNESSES INTERVIEWED REMEMBER ANYONE TAKING
DOCURENTS OR [DENTIF ICATION MEDIA FRON THE FOUR
AHERICANS AND NONE OF THE WITNESSES COULD PROVIDE A UNIT
DESIGHATION OF THE AMERICAN BATIALION OPERATING IN THE
AREA.

E. NOBODY INTERVIENED COVLD PROVIDE INFORHATION
PERTAINIXG T0 U.S. POVS TEACKING ENCLISH TO COHMUNIST
FORCES CADRE. THIS STORY APPEARED T0 BE POPULAR DURIKG
THE WAR AND WAS REPORTED FRON NUNEROUS PROVINCES.

10. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COMMEMTS: DO NOT
RECONMEND THIS GRAVE SITE FOR A RECOVERY OPERATION,

11, TEAM CHIEF COMMENTS:

A IHE TIME FRAME, LOCATION AND CIRCUNSTANCES
REPORTED BY THE WITNESSES ARE GEMERALLY CONSISTENT WITH
IKFORMATION IN U.S. FILES. THE WITNESSES WERE SINCERF
AKO COOPERATIVE IN PROVIDING INFORMATION T0 THE JOINT
TEAN,

B. DO NOT RECOMMEND THIS GRAVE SITE LOCATION FOR A
RECOVERY OPERATION.

C. REGOMMEND THE STATUS OF THE FOUR AMER!CAM
SOLDIERS ASSOGIATED NITH THIS CASE BE CATEGORIZED: DEAD;
BODIES NOM-RECOVERABLE.
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