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UNCL SSIF lEO 0281 SEP !2 
DIA S$ TO 000 POW·MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE 

SUBJ: 'IttfT,NVESlicAtLo,NJEpqRJJqAsr' 864\ IllANGINo, 
II ".W!Hmn~~!IDO$1 
REf: If·FA. DEl ONE. BK TH, 1901221 SEP 12. 

I. R f IS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF JOINT US/SRV ACTIVITIES 
CONDU 110 IN VIETHAM DURING INE !9JH JOIHT fiElD 
ACII ITI FROM 21 AUC TO 18 SEP 92. PARA 4.A. 141 OF REF 
PERI INS TO THE INVESIIGATION OF CASE 8646 IINICN IS 
REPOR EI 1M DETAIL HEREIN. THIS REPORT IS BASED ON 
FIELD AIALYSIS ALOHE AND IS NOT INTENDED TO PROVIDE 
FINAL AIAL YIICAL CONCL USIOMS. 

2. S MIARY Of INVESTIGATION: ON 24 AND 28 AUGUST 1m, 
A JOI T TEAM IRAVElED 10 BINH DONC VILLAGE, BINH SON 
DISTR ct, QUANG NCAI PROVINCE, AND INJERVIEIlEO fOUR 
WITNE SHS ASSOC I AlE 0 WITH THE CASE 8646. lWO VlTNESSES 
PROVI EI DETAILED INfORMATION LEADING UP TO AND 
IHCLV IMC TNE AMBUSH, KILLING OF IHE FOUR AMERICAM 
SOLOI RS AND IHEIR SUBSEQUENT BURIAl. ONE VITNESS WAS 
THE V L~AGE CHIEF AT THE TIME Of THE INCIDENT AND 
PROVI EI HEARSAY INfORMATION AS IT WAS REPORTED 10 HIM. 
ONE W THESS PROVIDED INFORMATION REGARDING NIS OBSERVING 
THE 0 AI BODIES AND ASSISTING IN MOVING THEM TO A BURIAL 
SiTE. tHE BODIES IlERE BURIED IN THREE DIfFERENT 
LDCAT OMS WITN THE LASI LOCATION BEING VICINITY 
BS6lI6'. PRESENTlY TNIS LOCATION IS UNDER A FOOT OF 
VAIER II THE nIOOL£ OF IN! SONC IRA RIVER. DO MOT 
REeD HD INIS CRAVE SII! LOCATION FOR A RECOVERY 
AITE 1. 

l. DETAilS Of INVESTICATION: 
- A. ON 21 AUGUSI 1992, THE AMERICAN ME MOERS Of JOINI 
INVESIIGATION ElEMENI l II Ell ARRIVED IN QUANG HGAI 
cm, QUANG HGAI PROVINCE 10 BEGIN m 19TH SERIES Of 
JOINI fiElD ACIIVllIES. 
IHE U.S. CONTINGENI CONSISlEO Of: 
CWl •• _ IlEAM CHIEf! 
CII1IMACI _ •• _ IASSISTANI TEAM CHIEfi 
WOL __ IliVE SIGHTING INVESlIGAIORI 
SSC IANAL YSII 
SPC'" _ [INGUISI/ANAL YSlI 
SSC ISEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIAlISlJ SGI 
__ ISEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALISTI 
NNC __ IIEAM MEDICI 
SSC __ ffOO TECHNICIANI 
TNE VIETHAMESE CONTlHGENI CONSISlEO Of: 
IHAN MINN TUAN ITRAANf MINH TUAANSI II1INISIRY Of fOREIGN 
AffAIRS AND IEAM CHIEf) 
LU VAN TNO ILWU VAlIN IHOJI IIIINISIRY Of DEfENSE! 
NGUYEN OIHH IRONG INGUYEEHX OIHHF TRONGJI IMINISIRY OF 
FOREIGN AIfAIRSI 
NGUYEN VAN MAO INGUYEENX VAlIN MAOI IMINISTRY OF 
I NTERI ORI 
IRINH QUOC KHANH ITP.INHJ QUOOCS KHANHS! II1INISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRSI 
- B. ON 22 AUGUST 92, IHE JOINI INVESIIGAIION HAM MEl 
WITH MEMBERS Of THE QUANG NGAI PROVINCE TAS!: lEAM. 
THE PROVINCE IASK HAM CONSISTED OF: 
HUYNH MAl IHUYNHF MAil ITEAM CHIEFI 
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UN liS SECTION 02 OF 96 BANGKOK TH 42764 

UN lASSlflED 0287 SEP 92 
01 PASS TO 000 POW-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OffiCE 
SU J: fiElD INVESTIGATION REPORT Of CASE 064& IMANGINO, 
HA ENBECK, WINTERS AND NIOOSI 
LE VAN VI[I IlEE VAWN VIEETJI IINVESTIGATORI 
LE VAN lUNG IlEE VAWN lUNGXI IINVESTIGATORI 
PH M VAN CHAU IPHAMJ VAVN CHAAUI IINVESTIGATORI 
NG YtN NHAN INGUYEENX NHAANI IINVESTIGATORI 
DU IHG THIS MEETING THE VIETNAMESE SIDE EXPLAINED ITS 
PR PARATIONS fOR THIS ITERATION AND OfFERED A TENTATIVE 
V K SCHEDULE. 

C. ON 24 AUGUST 1m, THE JOINT TEAH TRAUElEO TO 
BI HDONG IBINHf DOONGI VillAGE IBS61911. BINH SON 
I IN"F SOIlNI DISTRICT, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE TO INITIATE 
TEl NVESTIGAT I ON Of CASE 9&46. THE fiRST WITNESS 
I TERVIEIIID VAS MR. NGUYEN m BONG ~GUYHNX mES 
B ONefl A 41 YOA, FISNERMAN, IINO PRESENTlY RESIDES AT 
T UO~G HOA H.HWONGJ HOAfl HAIIlET, BINH DONG VillAGE, 
Q ANC NGAI PROVINCE. MR. BONG PROVIDED m fOllOWIHG 
I fORMATION: 

III. MR. BONG JOINED TNE BINN DONG VillAGE 
G ERRlllA UNIT IN 1964, AT THE TlHE Of THIS INCIDENT 
M . BONG WAS A VillAGE GUERRillA. IN 1969 HR. BONG 
A SU~ED THE POSITION AS THE BINH DONG VillAGE GUERRillA 
C lEI AND MAINTAINED TNIS POSITION VNIIl 1971. THE BINH 
o NG VillAGE GUERRillA UNIT ~AS COHPOSED OF 
A P~OXIHAlEl Y 49 PERSONNEl AND IIIRE ARIlED WITH AN 
A SdRTHENT Of \/EAPONS, TO INCLUDE; AH7'S. H-I RIflES, 
C RBINES. AND A MACHINE GUN. THE VillAGE UNIT DID NOT 
P SSESS ANY COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT. THE GUERRillAS 
R PQRTED IN !/RiliNG DIRECH Y TO THE BINH SON DISTRICT 

-+----

HEADQUARTERS VIA A COHHO liAISON PERSON NAnEO HR. MAU 
IOECEASEDI. 

111. ON THE 11TH AND 16TH Of APRil ~UNAR nONTHI, 
1967. AN AHERICAN BATTALION ARRIVED AT BINH DONG VillAGE 
10 CONDUCT SWEEP OPERATIONS IN THE AREA. ON THE SECOND 
DAY THE AMERICAH fORCES BEGAN TO WITHDRAW fROM THE ARtA. 
AT I6DD HOURS, ON THE SECOND DAY, SEVERAL VillAGERS 
REPORTED TO MR. BOHG THAT FOUR AHERICAN SOLDIERS \/ERE IN 
THE AREA AND APPEARED TO BE lOST. THE fOUR AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS \/ERE INQUIRING OF lOCAL RESIDENTS FOR 
DIRECTIONS TO THEIR BATlAlION AREA. HR. BONG ORDERED 
TWO TEENAGERS, A HISS NGUYEN THI HONG ~GUYEENX THIJ 
HOONGJI AND A HR. VU DINN DUNG !VUX DINHf HONGI IBOTH 
OECEASEDI. WIIO \/ERE TWO VillAGE GUERRillAS, TO APPROACH 
THE fOUR AIlERICANS AND GUIDE THEH TO A PRE-DETERMINED 
AREA TO BE AMBUSHED. HR. BONG. MR. NGUYEN HOANG 
IlIGUYEENX HOANGFI AND MR. NGUYEN NGOC INGUiEENX NGOCJI 
IBOTH DECEASEDI \lIRE TO CONDUCT THE AMBUSH. IT VAS 

REPORTED TO Mt BONG THAT THE AHERICANS HAD ATTEHPTED TO 
BORROW A lOCAL RESIDENT'S BOAT BUT SME HAD REfUSED. 

131. MR. BONG CHOSE AN AREA Of m ROAD JUSI NORTH 
Of THE THUOHG HOA HAHlET 18S61941 AND ADJACENT TO THE 
SONG TRA RIVER fOR iHE AMBUSH SITE. THE GUERRillA fORCE 
ASSUMED COHCEAIED POSITIONS BEHIND lARGE BOULDERS. WHEN 
THE fOUR AMERICANS IIIRE IN VISUAL RANGE MR. BONG MADE A 
SIGNAL AND IHE TWO TEENAGERS MOVED AWAY fROM THEM. THE 
AMERICANS 11m WALKING IN A STRAIGHT liNE fORMATION IIITH 
ONE BLACK SOLDIER fiVE METERS IN THE fRONT AND THE REST 
TWO r.ETERS APART. 

141. MR. BONG fiRED HIS CARBINE KilliNG THE lEAD 
AMERICAN SOLDIER. THIS liAS THE SIGNAL FOR THE OTHER TWO 
GUERRillAS TO lOB TIIO GRENADES AT THE THREE REMAINING 
SOLDIERS. IN THIS INITIAL ASSAULT All THE AMERICANS 
IIERE EITHER KillED OR WOUNDED. THE GUERRillAS IHEN SHOI 
AND KIllED THE WOUHDED SOLDIERS. THE GUERRillAS 
COllECTED THE fOllOlllNG FROM THE DEAD AMERICAN SOLDIERS: 
ONE A6 MACHIHE GUN, THREE AR-II RIflES, ONE PRC-6 RADIO, 
32 HAND GRENADES. fOUR RUCK SACKS; CONTAINING TOOD AND 
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UBJ; fiElD INVESTIGATIOH REPORT Of CASE 0646 IMANGINO, 
ASENBECK. WINTERS AND NIOOSI 
EOICINE, AND THREE WATCHES. THE AMBUSH OCCURRED AT 
611 HOURS AND BY 1621 THE GUERRillAS HAD DEPARTED THE 
REA. 

III. MR. BONG DESCRIBED THE fOUR AMERICANS AS ONE 
El'NG BLACK AND THREE CAUCASIAAS. THE BlACK SOlDIER WAS 
HE TAllEST AT APPROXIMATE 1 Y T.1 METERS. THEY IlERE 

ARING OliVE GREEN UNifORMS AND HElMETS. A IIRITTEN 
EPDRT Of THE AMBUSH VAS DEliVERED TO A MR. CHIEN 

H!IEENSI fOECEASEOI, WHO WAS THE DISTRICT fORCE lEADER 
T RDUGH THE COMMO liAISON CHANNEl. 

IGI. MR. BONG HEARD THAT THE fOUR BODIES IlERE 
B RIEO lATER BY SEVERAl lOCAl VillAGERS AND GUERRillAS 
BlUSHING THEM INTO THE MUD BY THE RIVER BANK UNTIl 
T EY IlERE CONCEAlED IBS61841. MR. BONG HEARD THAT A MR. 
B IBAI AND A MI SS PHUONG IPHVONGJI ARE THE ONI Y TVO 
I DIVIOUAIS STIll AliVE fROH THIS BURIAl DETAIl. 

III. HR. BONG HEARD THAT THREE DAYS ArTER THIS 
B RIAl THE fOUR BODIES HOATEO OUT Of THE MUD AND HAD TO 
B REBURIED. THE BODIES IlERE TRANSPORTED VIA SAMPAN 
A ROSS THE RIVER TO THE BINR DUONG I8INNr llIONGI VillAGE 
A EA. SEVERAl DAYS lATER A SMAll CHilO ACCIOENTAll Y DUG 
A THIS lOCATION AND DISCOVERED TNE BOOIES. AT THIS 
TIME THE BODIES IlERE TRANSPORTED VIA SAMPAN DOVII THE 
RIVER TO AN AREA INOVil AS DONG DOP !DOONGr 100PJI AND 
RE UIIED ALONG THE RIVER BANK. MR. BONG HAS NEVER 
VI lIED THE BURIAl SITES AND HAS NOI HEARD Of ANYOHE 
RE OVERING THE REMAINS OR ARTifACTS. 

181. AT 1808 HOURS, INE SAME DAY Of INE AMBUSH, AN 
AHERICAN fORCE ARRIVED IN THE AREA 10 SEAiCH fOR THE 
fOUR MISSING SOlDIERS. AfTER SEVERAL HOURS AND NEGATIVE 
mUl TS THEY DEPARTED THE AREA. 

191. HR. BONG COUlD PROVIDE NO INfORMATION 
CONCERNING U.S. POWS OR POV CAMPS. NE HAD NEVER HEARD 
Of U.S. PRISONERS TEACHING ENGIISN TO liBERATION fORCES 
PERSONNEl. MR. BONG SAID THIS AMBUSN VAS THE fiRST TIME 
THAT HE ENCOUNTERED THE AR-II RiflE. HR. BONG SAID THE 
21ST REGIMENT HEADQUARTERS SOHEIIMES AliRIVEO IN TNE AREA 
10 BASE. THE BINH DONG VillAGE NAD A TUNNEl COMPlEX 
DURING TNE VAR BUT PRESENTLY IT IS CAVED IN AND NOT 
USED. 

D. THE NEXT WITNESS INTERVIEllED WAS MR. PNAN DINH 
BA WHAN DIHHf BASI, A 18 YOA, REIIREE, 1/110 PRESENTlY 
RESIDES IN NAIl BINH INAM BINHfI NAIIlET, BINN NCUYEN 
IBINNf NGUIEEN) VillAGE, BINH SON DISTRICT, QUANG NGAI 

PROVINCE. MR. BA PROVIDED THE fOllOWING INfORMATION: 
111. DURING THE TIME Of THE INCIDENT MR. BA VAS IHE 

VillAGE PARTY CHiEf AND RECEIVED A REPORT CONCERNING THE 
DEATH Of fOUR AMERICAN SOlDIERS IN THE THUONG NOA HAMlET 
AREA. NE NEARD THE BODIES IlERE BURIED IN TNE DONG MINH 
AREA. 

Ill. A fEW YEARS PASI. IN SEARCH Of PROfiT, MR. BA 
ATTEMPTED TO TRACE THE lOCAl ION or INE BIJRIAI SITE. BUI 
TO NO AVAil. 

E. TNE THIRD VIINESS INTERVIEWED WAS MRS. NGUYEN 
THI PHUONG (NGUYEENX THIJ PHIIONGJI, AKA: NGUYEN THI BICH 
liEN (NGUYEENX INIJ BICNS lIEENI. A 41 YOA, WNO IS 
EMPLOYED AT THE QUANG NGAI CITY DEVElOPMENI COMPANY 
ICOONG TV CDONG TRINHf DOD TRW. MRS. PHUONG PRESENH Y 

RESIDES AT GROUP I, NGUVEN NGNIEM INGUYEENX NCHIEfM) 
WARD. QUANG NGAI CITY, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE. SHE 
PROVIDED THE fOllOWING INfORMAT ION; 

111. fOR APPROXIMATEl Y THREE DAYS IN MARCN IIUNAR 
BT 

D1VR:CDR Hf-fA HONOlUlU HIIII ... ACI 
J3!11 ... )HfO fOR USCINePAC HONOlUlU HII31 38711111 

J112) 08-81-84111 MOl 101 JJS-MII) J133111 J131111 mill nell 
J83111 fPA 111 COO 121 

68439112GI 
CSN: VD TDOB848 

RTD;BBB-08BICOPIES 

81 Of 81 IDMX1218 2611!6:331 
2&1116: 331 

2118261 S 
CJTff A DE' 



· • R 'n I NE UNCLASSIFIED INCOMING 

S 
E 
C 

RO liNE 

R 118261 SEP !2 PSN 6B4JJIPI7 

f~ CJTff A DH ONE BANGKOK TH 

TO COOl JTf ·FA HONOlUlU HI 

IN 0 USCINCPAC HONOlUlU HI//JJII USCINCPAC 10 WASHDCII 
01 mHDC/lPOW-HIAIDOf/DOF-311 NSC WASHDC 
SE Tm WASHDCIiCAlOCS/CCS/EAPIl DA WASHDCIIDANO-ODO-AOC/DAHI·f 1111 
C~C VASHDCII~HP-L OIiNT II HQUSAf VASHDCIII Nil 
CNO WASHDCIIOP-8921DNIII USCINCSOC ~ACDI1L AFB Fl/IJJII 
JIC AI NONOLU1U HIIIOIDIl CDRPERSCOM AlEX VAII1APC-PED-PII 
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JCS WASHDC/IJI PW-MIAIJJ-JOD/CJCS PA-JII 
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HASE BECK, WINTERS AND NIDDSI N CAlE DARI, 1967, AN AMERICAN FORCE WAS CONDUCTING SVEEP A OPER TlONS IN IHE BINH DONG VilLAGE AREA. THIS AMERICAN 

L fORC DID NOT ENCOUNTER ANY GUERRILlA FORCES DURING iTS 
INIT AL ACTIONS BUT DURING THE AfTERNOON OF THE THIRD 
DAY HE OBSERVED fOUR AMERICAN SOlDIERS IN A SAMPAN THAT M WAS E~ING BADI Y. AT THIS TIME SHE VAS ON THE PORCH OF 

S 
HER OLISE ADJACENT TO THE SONG TRA RIVER I8S62941. THE 
SAMP N THE AMERICANS WERE IN VAS ONE METER VIDE AND SIX 

G ~EIE S LONG. SNE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY OTHER AMERICAN 
FORC S IN THE AREA. THE SAMPAH VAS APPROXI~Am Y 180 
~ETE IIPSTREAM FROM HER HOUSL SHE SIGNAllED FOR THE 
AIlERI AHS TO COME ASHORL THE AMERICANS DECIDED 10 
BEACH lIE SA~AN. THE SA~AN BElONGED TO A HRS. QUYfN 
IQUYE NIl IDECEASEDI. 

II. AmR CONVERSATIONS VITH THE lOCAl RESIDENTS 
THE A ERICAHS DECIDED TO VAIK TO THEIR BASE CA~ AREA. 
HRS. HOONG AND THRH OTHER VOMEH ACCO~ANIED THE 
ANERI ANS AIOHG THE HA~LE1 ROAD. IHE OTHER VOIlEN VERE A 
~RS. INH illNHfI, ms PHUOHG IPHVONGI AND A HISS XI 
IXIRI (All DECEASEDI. MRS. PHUOHG AHD THESE OTHER VOMEN 
\/fRE EOAL GUERRillAS AT THE TI~E OF THE INCIDENT. THEY 
ONI Y CCOIIPANIED THE AMERICAH SOlDIERS A SHORT DISTANCE 
BEfOR IURNING BACK TO THEIR HOHES. THE AHERICANS \/fRE 
VERY OllIE TO THEM CAlliNG THEM 'BABYSDNS', 'YOU HO VC' 
AHD G VIHG IHEM PORTIONS Of THEIR C-RATIOHS. 

I. THE AHERICAN SOlDIERS VAlKED IN A STRAIGHT 
LIHE ORMTION ABDUl fiVE HETERS APART. IHE AIlERICAHS 

VERE HEAVILY ARIlD WITH AR-II RIflES, A~NUNITION 
BAHDOIEERS, RVCK SACKS AND OTHER EOUIPHEHT. THEY \/fRE 
VAIKIHG IH A RElAXED HANHER VITH THEIR RIflES SLUHG OVER 
THEIR SHOUlDERS AND THE BARRElS POINTIHG DOVNVARD. 

141. BEfORE ~RS. PHUONG COUlD RETURH TO HER HOUSE 
SHE HEARD GUHFIRE FROM THE DIRECTION SHE lEfT THE 
AMERICANS FROH. THIS OCCURRED AT 1880 HOURS. HRS. 
PHUONG DID NOT IHTEND TO LEAD THE A~ERICAN SOLDIERS INTO 
AH AHBUSH S ITL 

III. MRS. PHUONG AND SEVERAl VILlAGERS RAN BACK UP 
THE ROAD TO THE ANBUSH SITE AND OBSERVED THAT All fOUR 
Of THE ANERICAN SOlDIERS VERE DEAD. ~R. NGUYEN VAHG 
INGUYEENX VAHGFI, THEN THE VillAGE CHIEF, ORDERED THE 
VillAGERS TO BURY JHE BODIES. BECAUSE THE AMERICANS 
\/fRE SO HEAR THE ANERICAH BASE CA~P 11 VAS DECIDED TO 
BURY THE BODIES AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE. fOR THIS REASON 
THE VILLAGERS BEliEVED THEY DID NOT HAVE EHOUGH TIME TO 
DIG GRAVES BEFORE THE AMERICAN fORCES ARRIVED TO SEARCH 
FOR THE fOUR SOLDIERS. THE VilLAGERS FEARED THAT IF THf 
AMERICAN FORCES DISCOVERED THE BODIES REPRISAlS VOULO BE 
CONDUCTED AGAINST THE VilLAGERS. THE BODIES \'ERE 
CARRIED 36 HETERS TO THE RIVER AND PLACED IN THREE 
HETERS DEEP ~ATER AND COVERED ~11H 16 KILOGRAMS Of ROCKS 
EACH. ~RS. PHUONG AHD ABOUT TEN OTHER VillAGERS 
PARTICIPATED IN THIS HASTY BURIAL ONE Of THE 
VilLAGERS, A MISS LIEU ILIEEUXI, CLEANED UP me AMEUSH 
SITE TO CONCEAl THE BLOOD AND OTHER SIGHS Of I. FIGHT. 
THE VillAGE GUERRillAS SEIZED THE VEAPONS AND EOUIPMENT 
fROM THE AMERICAN SOlDIERS BUT SHE DID NOT OBSERVE 
ANYONE TAKE OOCU~ENTS OR DOG TAGS. THAT SAME NIGHT AN 
AMERICAN fORCE ARRIVED IH THE AREA SEARCHING FOR THE 
MISSING fOUR SOLDIERS. THEY DEPARTED VITHOUT 
DISCOUERIHG THE lOCATION OF THE HASTY ~ATER GRAVE. 

161. BECAUSE SHE RESIDED HEAR THE HASIIl Y 
CONSTRUCTED GRAVE SITE AND FISHED IN THAT AREA HRS. 

PHUONG FREQUENTl Y OBSERVED THE AREA. ON THE THIRD DAY 
AFTER THE AMBUSH OF THE FOUR AMERICANS SHE SAW THAT ONE 
OF THE LEGS OF ONE Of THE A~ERICANS HAD BEGUN TO flOAT 
UP AND HAS VISIBIL SHE BEl IEVED THIS ~AS BECAUSE SOME 
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JiM. Nam, WINTERS AND NIDDSI 
N Dr HE ROCKS HAD FAllEN OFr THE BODY UNDERVATER. m 
A HAS SCARED THAT OTHER BODY PARTS I/OUlD ALSO MATERIALIZE 

L 
SO HE CONTACTED THE VillAGE CHIff, MR. VANG, l1li0 
ARR VED AT HIGHT WITH 11 TO 13 PEOPLE. IHE FOUR 

M 
S 
G 

AME ICAN BODIES vm TRANSPORTED VIA THREE SAMPANS DOVN 
THE RIVER TO AN ISOLATED SPOT KNOIIN AS THE BINH PHUOC 
IBI HF PHWOCSI AREA IBS6119S81. AT THIS lOCATION THEY 

CON TRumo A CRAVE ABOUT ONE mER DEEP AlID PLACED All 
THE BODIES IN IT SIDE BY SIDE. THIS GRAVE HAS IN A 
SAN YAREA ON THE EDGE or THE RIVER. THIS AREA IS 
APP OilMAlEl Y 600 METERS FROM AN EARTHEN DAM mS61591DI. 
OVE THE YEARS THE DAM HAS BEEN PARTIAllY DESTROYED AND 
THE RI'VER HAS GROI/II IN VIDTH. THE AREA Of THE GRAVE 
SIT I.S PRESENTlY UNOER~AlER. 

III. MRS. PHUONG HAD OEARO THAT A MI SS NGUYEN TH I 
HON IA TEENAGER MENTIONED BY THE FIRST WlTNESSI 
PAR ICIPATEO IN THE AMBUSH OF TNE FOUR AMERICANS. 

E. ON 28 AUGUST 1992, THE lAST VITNESS ASSOCIAIED 
WIT THIS CASE HAS INTERVIEVEO. A MRS. NGUYEN THI liEU 
ING YEENX THIJ lIEEUXI, 49 YOA, FARMER, lIND PRESENTlY 

RES DES IN THUONG HOA HAMlET, BINH DONG VillAGE, BIHH 
SON DISTRICT, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE. MRS. liEU PROVIDED 
THE FOllOWING INFORMATION: 

Ill. AT 1199 HOURS ON AN UNRECAlLED DAY, IN APRil 
~U Ai CAlENDARI. 1961. MRS. liEU HAS AT HER RESIDENCE 

\IllE SHE BEARD GUNFIRE IN THE AREA. ALONG VIlH SEVERAL 
Vll AGERS SHE RAN ABOUT ONE KilOMETER TO AN AREA BY THE 

HAMlET ROAD AND OBSERVED FOUR DEAD AMERICAN SOlDIERS. 
THE FOUR SOLDIERS VERE VERY lARGE AND VEARING OliVE 
GREEN UNIFORKS. THEY ALSO VERE COVERED IN MUD AND SHE 
COULD NOT TEll IF THEY VERE \illITE OR BLACK. MRS. liEU 
DID NOT SEE ANYONE TAKE ANY EQUIPMENT OR DOCUIlfNTS FROM 
THE BODIES. 

121. ABOUT 19 VillAGERS AND GUERRillAS CARRIED THE 
FOUR BODIES APPROXIMATElY ONE HALF A KilOMETER DISTANCE 
FROM THE AMBUSH SITE AND BURIED THEM IN SHAllOW VATER, 
VEIGHHO DOWN WITH ROCKS. SHE DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN 
THE ACTUAL BURIAL BUT 010 NOTICE THREE OTHER I/OMEN 
PARTICIPATING, INCLUDING THE THIRD VITNESS, A I1RS. 
PHUONG. 

Ill. MRS. lIEU lATER HEARD THAT THE BODIES HAD 
BECOME VISIBLE AND VERE MOVED AND REBURIED IN A 
DIFFERENT lOCATIOK ~FII. 

141. ABOUT 2 TO 1 DAYS lATER AMERICAN fORCES 
ARRIVED IN THE AREA SEARCHING FOR THE MISSING SOLDIERS. 

4. MAmlAl EVIDENCE: NONE 

5. SURVEY RESUllS: THE AllEGED lOCATION OF THE GRAVE 
SITE IBS6119681 IS 21 HETERS FROM THE RIVERBANK IN ONE 
FOOT OF ~ATER. APPROXIMAlH Y 690 METERS EAST Of THE 
GRAVE SITE IS AN EARTHEN DAM THAT APPEARS PARTIAll Y 
DESTROYED. 

6. RECOMMENDED FUTURE ACTIONS: NONE 

1. PERTINENT lOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: THE lOCATION OF 
THE GRAVE SITE IS BS611968. 

8. AREAS OR CASE FilE INFORMATION NOT INVESTIGATED: 

NONE 
9. ANAL YST COMMENTS: 

A. THE INFORMAl ION PROVIDED BY THE VITNESSES 
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HASE BECY., VINTERS AND NIDOSI 
N CORR LIlES WELL WITH THE KNOWN fACTS MAINTAINED IN JIf-
A IA f L[S. THE VIINESSES PROVIDED AN ACCURATE LASI KNOIIII 

L LOCA ION, TIME fRAME, TIME Of DAY AHD CIRCUMSIANCES Of 
LOSS 

M 
S 
G 

. ONE Of THE MAJOR DISCREPANCIES IS IHAT U. S. 
IORC S OBSERVED A LOCAL RESIDENI IH A SAMPAN IAIKING 
WITH IHE fOUR AMERICANS AI IHEIR lASI KNOIIII10CATION. 
IHE IINESSES 010 NOI PROVIDE ANY INIORMATION CONCERNIHG 
A 10 Al IN A SAMPAN CONVERSING VIIH THE AMERICANS. THE 
INIlIAL CONVERSATIONS VIIH THE AIlERICANS IlERE BY A 
fEMALE IROM THE SHORE. THE OTHER MAJOR DISCREPANCY IS 
THAT THE PRIHARY WIINESS, A MR. BONG, DESCRIBED OHE Of 
THE EllCAH SOLDIERS AS BElHG A BLACK HALE. All lOUR 
Of IH INDIVIDUALS ASSOCIAIEO VIIH IHIS CASE WERE 
CAUC IANS. THE VNOSMP IEAM [[ADER BECAME VISIBL Y UPSET 
BY THIS INfORMATION AND EXTENSIVElY QUESTIONED THE 
VITNE S TO INSURE IHAI HE SAIO ONE Of IHE AIlE RICANS VAS 
BLACK TNE VIINESS MAINTAINED HIS STORY. 

C THE IEAM IN!ERVIEIIED fOUR WlTHESSES WITH THREE 
PROVI lie THEIR INfORMATION IN A STRAIGHTfORWARD MANHER. 
THE L st VITNESS INlERVIEIlED APPEAREO NERVOUS AND HAD A 
HARD IIIE CONCENTRATING ON THE QUESTIONS. NONE Of THE 
VIINE SIS APPEARED TO HAKE ANY AITEMPT TO MISLEAD THE 
TEAN. 

o IN JUNE l!!b IIHILE CONDUCTING RESEARCH AT THE 
CENTR ;NUSEUM IN HANOI, MEMBERS Of DETACHNENT TVO, JIf-
fA, M T VIIN A SENIOR COLONEL QUAN l1li0 PROVIDED THEM 

VlTH A PIECE Of PAPER CONTAINING THE fOLLOVING DATA: 
DAVID M WINTERS, NUHBER 81IJTB, I96TH BOE, KILlED BY 
GUERRILLAS IN THUONG HOA HAMlET, BINH DONe VillAGE, 11 
APRIL 1967. THIS INfORMATION BY ITSElf IS INCONCLUSIVE 
AS THE VIETNAMESE HAVE TOIAl ACCESS TO J1f -fA fiLES AND 
COULO HAVE EASIL Y MANUfACTURED SUCH A PIECE Of PAPER. 
NONE Of THE WITNESSES INTERVIEVED REMEHBER ANYONE TAKING 
DOCUMENTS OR IDENTIfiCATION MEDIA fROM THE fOUR 
AMERICANS AND NONE Of THE WITNESSES COULD PROVIDE A UNIT 
DESIGNATION Of THE AMERICAN BATTALION OPERATING IN TNE 
AREA. 

E. NOBODY INTERVIEVED COULD PROVIDE INfORMATION 
PERTAINING TO U.S. POVS TEACHING ENGLISH TO COMMUNIST 
fOllCES CADRE. THIS STORY APPEARED TO BE POPULAR DURING 
THE VAR AND VAS REPORTED fROM NUMEROUS PROVINCES. 

16. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COHHEHTS: 00 NOT 
RECOMMEND THIS GRAVE SITE fOR A RECOVERY OPERATION. 

11. TEAM CHiEf COMMENTS: 
A. THE liME fRAME, LOCAIION AND CIRCUHSTANCES 

REPORTED BY IN[ VIINESSES ARE GENERALL Y CONSISTENT VIIH 
INfORHATlON IN U.S. fiLES. IN[ VlTNESSES VERE SINCERE 
AND COOPERATIVE IN PROVIOING INfORMAliON TO THE JOINI 
TEAM. 

B. DO NOT RECOMMEND THIS GRAVE SITE LOCAliON fOR A 
RECOVERY OPERATION. 

C. RECOMMEND TNE STATUS Of THE fOUR AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS CASE BE CATEGORIZED: OEAD; 
BODIES NON-RECOVERABLE. 
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