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1. ¢ircumstengea of loss;

"a. on 21 April 1967, Sr4 Thomae A, Mangino, PFC Paul A,
Hasenback, AL and Prc¢ Daniel R. Nidds warae

returning from patrel 4in the BECONd of two sampang on the &oh Tra

river, Binh Giang village, Quang Ngat Province, in scuthern
Vietnan. The Platoon leader rrom the firat Bampan returned to
baee and repcrted that 3$p4g Mangino was in convarsation with a
looa) resident when he lost sight of him. The platoon leader
alsc xoported hearing 20-30 rounds of emall arme fire 15 ninutes

after losing signt of the Bacond sampan. The four soldiers- from

thoe gecond sampan naver returned to base. An extansive araa
acarch revealed no trage of Che four men.

b.  Subsegquent information from several wartime intelligence
reportn gorrelated witlh REFNO U646 indicaren that individuais
afsociated with this case were possibly oaptured by an NVA or

P Viet Cong (ve) unit.

2. InveotigationnlaurvnyafExcaVntions:

a-. 12th Joint rield Activity: on 24 and 28 August 199z, a
Joint Team traveled to.Binh Dong village, Binh Son District,
Quang Ngal Province, and intarviewed Tfour witneeses anmsociated
with REFNO 0646. TWo witnessem, Mr. Nguyen The Bong and Mrs.
Hgayen Thi Phivong, are firethanpa okserversf/participantg of the
incident. oOne witness, Mr, Phan Dinh Ba. wasm the Einh Dong
Village Guerilla Chief' at the time and provided oredible hearecay
information on tho ambush and burial of the four soldiérs as
reportedto him., The remaining witnegs, mrs, Nguyen Thi Liou,
Teported to have observed the bodies of four American goldiers

‘but did not participata in their ambush or burianl.

(1) Mr. Nguyen . The Bony, a Binh Dong village guarillia at

the. time of the Incident, provided a detailed account of his
participation in

z»ldiers in the Binh neng

aprll 1967. Mr. Bong said that when he learned that rour
Mericon soldiers wore lost

tecnogers, Miss Nguyen ‘thi Loig and Mr. Vu pinb Dung (both
decenned) to approach the dmericans and lead them to the amburgh
site. e apd two other yuurrilla mambuers, Mr, Nguyen Hoang and
e, Nguven Ngoc, took concealed positione Jjuat north of the
Thvong lloa Hamlel. and adjaceat o the Song Tra Rivor. When tha

hraricans were In ranga, the threce guerilla members opened fire,

IO (Brel &)

lhe alleged ambush and killing of four American
village aren at 1600 houra, on 15 or 16

and asking directlons, he ordered two
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k1lling all fouyr acldiers., Mr. Bong desoribed the four Americans

as ope Black and throe Caucasimns wearing clive green uniformg
nnd helmets, At 1800 hours, an American force arrived in the
area to search for miegsing scldiers. After several hours and
negative results, they departed the area. A written report was
delivared to the aistriict force leader, Mr. Chien (decaased) .

Hr . Bong heard the bodies were burfied three times in different
locdations, but never vimited the final burial location.

(2) Mr. Phan Dinh Ba, village party chief Aauring the time
of this incident, safd that he received a report concerning the
death of four hmerican eoldteres in Thuong Hoa Hamlet, He heard
the bodles were buried fn the Dong Miph area. Mr. Ba visited the
sitec, but did not recover ony remains.

(3) Mrs. Nguyen Thi Phuong, resident of Binh Dong Village
during the time of the invident provided the following account.
For ayproximately three days 1n March 1967, an Anerican force wvas
conduncting sweep operations in binh Dong Village area. o©n the
third day, from her home, she observed four Amarican soldiers In
a vadly leaXing gampan. She signalled for the Amaricans to come
ashore and with three other women {2ll deceased), accompanled tha
four soldiers along the Hamlet road part of tha way to the ambush
slte. At 1800 hours, Mrs. Phuong returned to her house and henrad
gunfire from the direction she had last sean the Americans. She
and several wvillagers ren to the esmbush site and cbserved four
American goldiers. 1ying dead. Mr. Nguyen Vang

then tho village
<hief, ordered a hasty burial in the Son Tra River (weighted by
rockz) to avoid detection by American forces. Mre. Fhuong ~

poarticipated in thie burisl. . American forcas arrivea that
evening, but were unsuccessful in locating the grave. -«Apout
three days later, Mrs. Phuong noticed the bodles were surfacing.
she hotified Mr. Vang who arrived with about 12 people.

Togethar, they transported the bodies down river and buried them
near an earthen dam. Mra. Phucng heard that Miss Nguyen Thi Hong

(n teenager mentioned by first witness) participated in the
ambush. .

" '{4) Mrs. Nguyan Thi Lieu, » long~time resident of Binh
Dong Village reportadly observed four dead American soldiers on
on unrecallaed day in April, 1967. They wmre covered in mud, and
she could pot provide an accurate description., Guerrilias buriead
the bodies in shallow water, and wcighted them down with rocks.

WG. Lieu heard that the bodicrk had become visible and were movead
and reburied in a differcnt location.

{(3) The Investigation Element (1I¥) surveyed this last
burial elte with negative results. The sitec is currently under
one weter of waner, 2% weters frowm the river bank and .
approximntﬁiy GO0 nmetars I'rom m partinlly deatroycd Aain.



12165626 F.ed
Jh - 20-1994 12017 FROM TO 1 S62 .

B.  In April 1993, Archival Reacarch Team Two (ART 2)
interviewaq three witnesses, Mrs, Hguyan Thi Bong Thu, Nras.
Nguyen Thi Thanp van and Mr. Nguyen NMinh Thanh, associated with
this case. a1} three reported to havae participated in the buria)
of .the four American soldiers and Provided detailed hearsay s

Awaricans. Tnely tggtiﬁgny was conslestent with witnegs testimony
from tha 19th JFa. '

S. Conclusiont. The intormation provideq by witnasa
‘ testiaony correlateg wall with the known facts maintained in grr-
FAa iles. 9he witnesses provided an acourate last known
' 1ocation, time frame, tiwe of day and detaileq circunstances of
loss. A1} testinony given was deoemed to be straight forward ang
uprehcareed. One discrepancy with the testimony wae noted, Mr.
Bong described one soldiers as black, however, all four men
nrsouiated with REFNO o646 ere white. spg Hangino was dark

sk¥inned and 1t i5 not uncammon for Vietnanese to describe dark
=Xinned men ay black.

3.  Archival Research: Numerous pPleces ar identirication media
and personal Qocuments asgoclated to 524 Manglno, prc Hasenback,

PR E and PFC kldds were discovered in the Military Ragion
Flve mureua. Argociated Vietnamese historical SUmMmMAYyY reportn
Ftate that vre nlade and PFC Baszenbeck were kx1jied in Quang ngal
‘ Province by guorriila forces. :

f?ﬁ 4. Aaditional Inrormation: Senior Colonel Dai, Director of the ---
; central Aarmed ¥orces Mureum, providad informat{on consistent with

, thic case in a gpecinl intexview, He aleo proviaca aocess to hig

. Perasonal waxtime diaxy which relates in Aetalil the ambush,

i ¥111ing and burial or tour American soldiers as it wag raportea

: Lo him. The dlary correlates to REFNO 0646 by incidont aate,
location, and known facts of the case. It almo accurately

identifies the four soldterc ams wearing ratches which read “Light
Infantry Brigade 196,

5. canclusionst

. & . This cagpe wag investigatead during the 18th Joint Fiela
Activity (JFA), ana wae the gubjeot of a spasaial investigative
efort conductad Ly aRrT 2. Additionally, one witnose was
interviewed in conjunction with the Oral Kistory Program and

Provided a wartime diary with information correlating to REFNO
0S46, )

Y. Analyeis of witnoss teatimony
Pal’s diary indicates that the four

An amdbush mite, killed Snd buried ae reported. Team taembers

interviewasd a toznl of algnt vitnesees, of which cno, Mr. Bong,

provided streny firsthand information concexning hic

varticiparion in the almbush and killing of the four Ancr ican
™

along with Sanlor Colonojl
American soldiers ware led to
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coldiers, Mr, Bong‘s testimony wos lndependently corroborated by
ia. Phong, who reportedly walked with the four American soldlers
part way to the ambush aite, and observed ‘their bodies shoxcly
after they were killed by guerrilla members. Mre. Lieu observed
the four dead American soldiers and provided hearsay as to their
burial. oOf the remaining five witnesses, three eaid they
participated in the burial of the four Anmericans, angd two
Frovided credible hearsay information as it was reported to theom,
All wvitnesces provided testimony which was very detailed and

coryoborated well with one ancthoer as wWell as with colonel balirs
diary.

5. Rocommundation: Fate

determined for all four individuals
associatad with this casa. '
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