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sub_1 I CASE SUMMl\RY - REFNO 0646 
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a. on 21 April 111(j7, 1>1'4 Tnomas A. M~m9"ino, PFC Paul A. Has ... nback, "if .. ....,; and PP'C Daniel R. N1<1<18 ware roturn!ng frolU patrol :in the: "",oona of two sampans on the 60n Tra rive.r, Dinh 01""g Village, Quang 1Ig",1 province, in .,authern V lctllaTll. The pl/>1;OOI1 lender rram the f it-at sampan returned to bas.", atld repcctlold that $P4 ~lan9.1.no Willi' in conveX'SlIIt1Qn with a 100a1 resident when ho lost siqht of him. The platoon lQ~dQr o.ls" r<>ported he"r!n9 liIO-30 rounas of: 9111a11 .. rillS f·irQ 15 minutes aft-o.:- losing 91g1>1; o~ tile !>eeonct ""'1mpan. The ~our 601cliars-· trolll '::.1>0 ~",cond g1:\mpiln naver l"etu~-ned to base. Jln extensive nrea BC<l:t'ch revealed no traIJI> or the four lll'-'tt_ 

b. Subs'-fluent. int"l:"Jl1ation tl:"Ol1l Boveral wartimlil intlllliggnc" rcp~>1;tn c:o>:l.-clat;e<l with RI>J:l.'lO Ul)4& indic8l:Cn Cllat individualtl aooooiate.d witlt this CuBe were possibly onptl!reCl by en NVA or V jet COlI'] (ve) un1 t. 

2. ~nvoDt1gat1on"/8urvftYft/EXcavationu; 

. -. 

11_. 12th Jo~_!}t Vkls' bct.1v~ t)'.: On 24 and. :.18 August Hn, II ,,~ ,Joint TOI1In traveled to: ~"nh Dong Village, aiM Son District, Qua1l9 N9D.i I'rovine",", And int~rviC'wed rour witne&&es associat:ed with «EFNO 0646. Two witnesses, Mr. Ngt.:.yen The BOIl9 Anq Mrs. llg ,(yen Thi Phuong, Ur .. fh,<>thu.nd obSOrVlllr&/ptlt"ticlpllntt: of tile incident_ One witn~ss, Mr. Phan Dinh Bu. was tho Binh Donq Vi}l"S" GUerilla Chief-at tho tim" and provided orediblo nearGll.Y information on the ambu"h and burial of the tour !301diers {IS r¢ported·-to him. Th .. ~e"'"lnin'3 witness, Mrs. Nguyen Tn! Lieu, reported to havo observed the bodies 01' t'our Alnerlean soldiers but- d;!d not pCI.:-ticipate in t.hc:ir ambUS!l or burinl-

(l) Mr. Nguyen ·The Bong', IS !:I1nb Oong villa']6 guerilla at th~time of the inci~ant. provided a detailed account of his pCl~-ticip"t I <)l\ I.n t.he n~lcgea aJUbu.;h and killing ot tour J\m<'r leall ~oldiQ:;:-5 in th", 8i"h Dong Village ",rei). at 1600 hours, on 1.5 OJ:: 16 !'.p): il 19G7 _ Mr. Bong· Enid tha1; when he l~u:rnud that four lm"rieon r;oldi",r'!' "''''re l<mt; (lOll askIng alreotlons, he ordered two \:""nDgcr", Miss N9uyon '1'hl lIo;l<jj ,'11<1 Mr. Vu vinh Dung (both u"cc~r.ed) to "'pproaeh tlle {lmcricatllG un<l le().d them 'to the ambush "i to _ He "pel two other guen.- i lIt>. ll1e",b .. :r-Ii, Nr. Nguyen Hoang anti "\0-. Ngu:yen Ngoc:, took Gonccal",<l posltionu Jt\st north Of the 'l'!lU01'Jry BOil lI~tln](:t~ Hn({ ~dj.,(: .. ·ot. tu thO. song ·rrh Hivnl: ~ ~"'h~n t.ho '!>:~,cricar"';t:; "7C:l:-~ in riln~)(~, the r.hroo <Juc:rillu n1umbe.rG opened fire, 
""f} ~ tf~" f r) <-2)~) ~ I1StAtf,.. ~ ~ , 
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killing all fou\:, $oldio!'"s. Mr. Bon<;J ~eGorlooa tna Cour Anlerloana 
as jane alack and throe·Cou~aians wearin'iJ olIve green un1~orma 
"nd helmets. At. la.OO \bouJ:"G, an Amerioan torco arrived in the 
nT~a to 6~arch (O~ mis.G~ng soldiers. A(ter several bours and 
negatlv," results, theY. C1epartBd the area. A written report 101 .... 

d,,~l varad to the <11str'iet torce leader, Hr. Cbion (decBaBed~. 
Hr .. Song h .... rd the bodies were buried thr .... t111H33 in dlttQr<mt 
locationti, but never v.181te<l. tha fInal bu~;I. .. l location. 

(2) ~r. Phan Oinh Ha, villago party ohief auring tne tima 
or tills incident, ",,,S.d that be racaivaQ a rQPort concerni.ng the 
(J""t.1l ot: ;:,mr Amer;- iCc"l 601d1 .. re in Thuong Hoa Hamlet. }let he.ard 
th" bod l<;lp wore buried in the Dong Mi.nh lIrea. Mr. Bit via! ted tho 
"itc, btlt (Ull not recover OIly' lcmo.lns. 

(3) Mrs. Nguyen Thi Phuong, reRldent. or Binh Dong Village 
dur:ing t.h<:. time of th .. illuidr:mt provided the following account. 
)'or "!'r)):oximataly tllr8." ctays in Mar·en l.967 r an All'Icarican force wa,; 
cOl1ductln<,j ""eel' operation!> in Bihh Dong vill"9a arall. On the 
-th1.:::<l day, fr.om her hohle ... h" ob""'rv",d four AlnQrican Goldi .. :t" in 
" l"HUy leaking sampan. She .. igo"l l.ed tor the Arn<llr ielln .. to com'" 
<,<"hon> and .... 11;11 three other wOlnen (all deoellsed), accompanied the 
fome :>oldiers lIlon,] thie Hamlet road part ot the way to the ambush 
,·,ite. At 1800 hOUIes, Nn;. Phuong returned to her house and her,rd 
gl.1nf i." from tho cliraetion she had la:9t seen tho l\ll'er ienDs . She 
o.l1U r.;evc.rnl villa,gel."o rtln to the o.~bUmh l!>i~1i!= and Dbfiervcd four­
,,"'eTienn soldiert'!. lying <.leod. Mr·_ Nguyen vang

i 
then \,;110 vlll390 

,;l1ie(, ord.erad a hasty buri ... l in th<l! Son l'rl:\ Rver (wOiightad by 
rock$) to .. void deteot'lon by American forcel;. Mrs. Phuong 
pnr,ticipated in thia burial .. American rorCQI; arrived tllat 
even:lnq, h,!" w¢re unsul:::(;es",{u\ tn locllt:\mg the 9ravo. r:UJout 
thr<o>o daye 1a\:.,r, Mrs. Phuong no1;;iced tlle bodies were surfacing. 
Sho notified Mr. v~nv whQ arrived with ab~ut lZ p~ople. 
Toqe(olmr, they transported the. bodies: down river and huried them 
ncal;- !In e~rthen dam. Nrs. Phuon9 heard that Miss Nguyen Thi Hong 
(1\ t""Jln';rer Il\ention~d by f j t,;\ wI. 1onesfi) part:iciI,atcd in the 
nmbUffh. 

(4) M);'",. Nguyen '1'hi I.leu, n lOl'lq-t:.lm., resident of Binh 
Dor'<J ViII",,, .. "·.,,port-.. dlJi ob,.erv .. d fo,,~ d .... d Amer.lo"n 501disre on 
bn 'unrec"ll .. d dny ;\.11 Aprili 1967. They "'= .. cover.ed in mucl, and 
"11",, could not provide an accurate description. Guerrl11",g buriecl 
the wdlc3 in sh~l.low wabn, Ilnd wci'iJhted them down with rocka. 
;1:. G. Lieu ho~~<1 tll.,l: thl!! pouh", hnd becoma visible- and were moved 
"r.d rebur:ied in n different. locat.ion. 

(5) The lI1Vm::lt.igll.1:ioll Element (IE) surveyed thi6 la£lt 
bud,"'l sit,e wit)) necJotivo rasul ts. The F.iitc is current.ly undor 
onc~· .~.et(n- of "'0.;;(:"1:", 2!, m{'!'1:cl~f; fJ..-o)u the rIvc.r b~nk .o.nd 
£\ytpro'y.~m~tejy 600 )nai~ur:t;; 1'r.(H~' .r" pat::"\:ib11y destroyed (\uln .. 
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h. In Ap.-U l.993,' l\);:ohlval Re8carcll Team Two (ART 2) r--.. intarvlew.,<t thlCee witnet> .. es, Mell. Nguyun l"hi Hong Thl.l, Mn •• I " N~yen 'l'hi Thanh van anll Mr. Nguyen runh 'rhanh, «Issoci&te<1 with this case. All tnree :reported to have participated in the burial of ,the fOUr Amarioan 801di~s and provi~ed d~tail.d hearsay ,. intormatiDn concerning the ambu~h and killing of thQ four Nlteri",,,,,,,_ 11leir test-ilnony WlU" consistent. with witnes" te"till\ony froJ. 1:hn :tSl t:11 JFA. 

c. Conclu£.jonr.;. The intormati':>D p)Oov.1.de:d by witness t.el>tilaOll'i oorrelates well with th<'l known !acts maintained in ,,'IF­FA £i1e8. ~'he witnesseH provided an acourate last known locatton, tim,", .(rallle,t:ime of day and detail~d circum .. tanoes of loss. 1111 t;cst:imo):y giVCIl waG deomed to be f)traigltt tOD<aru and 1.1l'lrencol:Gcd. One dillo>cn'pancy with thO te"t.ill10ny W.!>oS notoa. Mr. Bong described onG soldiers as black, howevQr, all four rnQn """neiated wlth RI':FNO 0<516 O~'C whit_e. 51'4 Hangillo ""\13 do.rk ",]<:inncd and it 10 not uncommon fOl: Vietnamese to d~scribe <lark gi:lnned men a .. black.. 

J. AI;cnival R ........ rch; Nume:tous pieces OJ: ident.irication media and perleonn 1 cloCUlllents ""1>0013t",0, to SP4 Mangino, PI'C 11llS enbock, r'I},,,,,,- i)nd Pl"C ladd .. were discovered in the Militnry Hoglo" F.i ve rnUt-;eunL ~ .. ir:J;()ciated V i('>.t nnll1e8~ h.i&t.or ieal GU'mnulx'y t-f"POl.-tr. "taLe t.hut pre ldact6 ",n{l PFC H1I!l:enbeck. ... ",re )(1110(1 in Quang I1IJ~l T'x·,)Vinc.:e by 9uorrilla force:.. 

A -~. AtlQitional :tnrorml1tion; Senio{' Colonol Dal, D.l.rector of. til" C8ntr:a 1 1\l'med Forces Museum, prav id<ld infol:'l1lat::ion consistent Hi th thl~ CGG~ in 11 apeo! ... l interview. He also provided aocess to hiG pnT60nlll wI>rtJJ1\G dIary whiCh relates :in aet.al1 the ambU61h, killing allu burial or rour AmC!l-ludn a01d101:1> a6 it Was raportQ(l tul\im. The diary correlate!> to REFNO 0646 by incidont aate, location, "I)d known faets of Uu. c(J,Ge. It: also accuralely l(;,~t)tifi ... & dIS four .:oldier!" a" weering patches wh.ich l'e<ld "LJght Ini~ntry Br19ade 196.-

~. ConOlU8ion91 

a.· This case. waB inv"stoigated <luring the .19tb .:Joint. Flel<l Activity (.)';to-A), and was the sUbjeot of a special. lnvest1gativQ effort oonducted by ART 2 _ IIddi i::toholly, ono witno .... ,",,,", intorvie ... ec;l, in conjunction with the Or~1 Riotor), Pro9ram ~nd pn:>vided " wc.r.tlmc, di.')t·y "JUI inform<ltton cOl"relntln<;J to RtFNO 06H, 

n. AnalYGlu of wi '!'-nCG:; tc"'t.il1lony <l10n9' with Sonior Colonol D;~i' a di<>Y.'Y ind.icates 'that. t.lle four America.n Baldi ers were 1 (>.ct to ~ n nm.~t:~b r:;i tcz t l ... i 11 qU :'JU~ Luril":d or::. reported.. t.l.'cam r.te:rnbeL~G ~)1terv:tewcd " tC";:1:\1 of (,i'jllt_ .Ii tn('GC'CG, of which ono, Ht·. [long, p!...~rjvid~d ~tl:Ot'l<"'j fil:st.h .. aut.' il.z.formi'lt_1.o'!l. conce!:ning hi.o :-".'y~':cj))il.,·j (,n i), 1"];'2 :UI\);U!;[', ;,nd Jd 1] ing of the (OU," I\l\\cl_'ienn 
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soldiers. 11(', BOIl<jJ'a ;t~stimo.ny ".0.11 independ~ntly corrobon,ted by l1nl. Pl1on9, Who repor~edl.:y wal.kea w.ttb the rour AInorican 801.111 .. ru part way to the: ambush site, and observoo·thair bodies shortLY after they were killed by 9uerrilla tnetnbers. MrG. Lieu observed the roux· (lea<1 American Bol<1iers and pl:"ov1<1ed. hearsay as to thQ.tr ho>l'iaL Of tho. reml1in:ing five >(1t:nefll5es, three ,;a1<1 they ['tlrticip<ltcd in the l:>~.r:l.Ql of the four Alnerioam'; Qnd two prov1ded credlb~e hear~ay ir.rormation as it was reported to tham. All ",itnes,;:"g provided tQ£timony ~lh1ch was very dotailed and cOl:r.'obol;'ated well with oll@ 4!lhoth.:.r a" Yell. &' .. with colon",l oai' s diary. 

5. Roco= .. nd" lion.' F.ut.<~ det:o:rmine<1 for all rou~' Indi viduiJ.la assoQi1>.t"d with thir; 0""'0. 

F.es 


