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The "Mangino Four" 

Anide hy' Pen;, My.-" 

Vessey DisLtept"n'l"Y easel! 0646 

HASBNBECK, .l'alJllvfred! MA.NGINO, Thomas A, !WINTERS, D.vid M! NIDDS, DaoielR. 

MissingmAl'tion670421 (All U.S. ArntyD-4/31196thLlflnf, Bdc.i 

Note: lur·mnation obtained direclly from Jeani~ Hasenb«k (SNOK) and edited by her for accuracy 

Oro Avril 21. 1961 Macgmo. Hasenb<ck. NldJ" and Wmters were rduming ffoma combat patrol. 
They had borro\1<e.J a sampan irom locol rr,jdents to make the IiiI' to a landing site near their unit in 
Ihe BIOI. ~)n Disll;c!, Quang Ngai ProVInce, A .(X'ond sampan. the lead boat. reached the dock but 
was therl out 01 sight of lite other sampan following with only the four men aboard 

The patrol was).,, "'en at appt",imately 1530 lu, 
Sh"," were heMd a shurt time later. and origlOalIy thought to bave come from the area the four Wen! 

last seen. Howe,n, the shots came fmm the vldnil~ of BS (>23983 - another area a1ltogelhcr. and was 
automali.: wl);Ip<)ns tire of appr()ximalely 2j-30 fOurAS wroch sounded ... though coming from a single 
weapOIl. It ShOUld be especially important to nole tbat the 'R'p..m5 of the time' during the official 
illquiri~, conduct£<1 a matter oi hours and days followmg the mCIdent ,bowed that NO ONE (1 people 
interVIewed) thought the ,hc" "am. from the af.~a of tn,-Idc-nt However, lal~r misreporting by US<> 
ofkiah irnVti\.--d lhat jh~ s.hots ... :ame irom the arta of loss to !;l1g~:il "Ambush." 

The f,co"r were flot reponed as mIssing unlll 17:45 IJfs. Thi; w", 2,25 bOlJ.('; after having been last 
sren, and 1 h\JUt and 15 r.linvtes after sbou we~ heard. 

Based (>11 avail.bl< Inictn;ation. th~ four were lasl seen talking to some Vietnam"",, in another 
sampan. Later report.~ r ... 'e1"ro .lat£d tllal the four had heen caplun-d by 1000.1 Viet Cong Foo:<n on 
April 21st. Other rep.)rl> Were received that 'unidellltfie.:l" American< were tei(ching engh5h to V;d 
Cvng Iomale cddre an,1lhat Am<'l1cans h;;3 boon buncd'in the au)} Alllh«" dtfferent reports. (Wet 
lim", wef~ placed iiI the individual's file, i. p"""~lv 11ettamlng I" th~m 

In Mayl99i. a U.S, ( .. ",n \Va._ advised t·y a Vietnam .. e offiCl;U thai Pre Winters was dead. The 
story and ~ Vi\"~(n.1.TllCSo":: ofiicia.1 "'3'5 ~O bdicmus_ c'ven Ult JTfTA. d~scounted it In Augu~t 199'2. a 
jojnt U,S.l\'i~tn<i'Tlt:~e t~am U'. the, area ot lhi~ inducHt intt:rvley.:-ed \\"ilrl\..'sS('~ with fint-hand 
knowk...Jge or hea"a, Iolc, .. kdge 01 ii, 'Il.e '"urc .. stat.xl the tOUT IIl<n were IIll1bu,hed. and their 
bodles welt. thH)~'n Imo tilt: tin~'r h1 keep them from hemg obsef'\l OO by sedch and J't:!!oCUc (SAR) 
helicopters. Hl~ b .... o.Jle:i ~t:~re Ja~r buned~ accOJdlog to 0the-r &.ourcrs, in three seperale locatiQOC: in an 
area ","Juch tooa)' 1~ UJl.j(,:! tIt<" Snilg Tn Rj"cc. 

In Nov 92. Sen"Ie Sckd Commmee ChalnUalllohn Keny r",,",wd a Warlime diary from I'AVN 
('em",1 MUl>Cum Dlf«l(>r, Col Phaln Due Dal des,-rit>ing ,he capltlfe and ,u~>equeot death of Ihe 
flour Ser\'.i('cmcl\. l)aI's d~ary vnly "r\ppear~I:' to Cf'nta11l1nj';)rmatwI\ conC'lati·ng to thts incident in wh.iC'h 
the four ar~ l~::·(\lfdt~d :is t~1\"ilJg died. 

The di.d!)' W.:t.5 m L .S. Gove-mln(.ot llimu:. 18 rr,onth.') pnor to bemg glv-cn hack to the Vietnamese to 
U~ m a mt."d14 e\ent (,:,dK~I..J"3.1E'.d f:\y [ht'Jll and SI.."""nator Kf"'fry. 

The::- diary tar:n.lillfl:J that P S. soldie·rs eAc,;,;ul£.d many vlH~gers l(\ g~t them to taJic. This W3!i acce.pted 
.:t;:, f~hlO by ttt.:: U'-:;'(i 

CQl. Da; ~ldtes. '·Un Aplll 21~ ]961. hz and hi~ ')(lil1iers WerE' rou~ted from their sleep by an 91ert 
SCIll..t) who s-melled tht!' dis~.iaftiv~ mosquito re·pelknt used by Am,,"ri(,8n sold1frs:. Earlier the s('ldiers 

,h.d watche<I Amen''''l' paddlIng a sdmpan pa,t the voJlaf:¢. bUI tbey had """n well 0"1 in the slteam 
and po~e.J no threat. nil' new ,.'roup "ere on foot D.li grabbed hIS "upon and sliu lOto a hIding bole 
behind the clay t~""I'la,c 01' .h< \"Ill.g.o honse 10 "hleb he bad """n sleeping. 'The Amencan soldiers, 
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four tired )'<'ling men III sweat-souedtallgll£s, ambled iutu tbe village. When they hadpa .. cd Dai's . 
hiding place. PAVN sold,e's lYing in .",bUID cut them down with a.b.nrt burst of fire from their AK-47 
rifles. n.i took comm'lIld of the situation. Beyond tlK- nearby paddy dikes and bamboo jlron., he . 
Qedrd helicopters flYIng low, no doubt already oearehing for the foot 8\tagglers If th~ aircraft spolttXi 
the dead Americans, thelt battalioo stationed aca:oss the river, the Song Tn, would encircle the village. 
naj', unit ",<;uld have no escape ~Olll£. So while Va. sltppe6away, the villagers ,ubmcrgt<! the bodies 
of tile dca.1 Americans in the river._ A group of village ebi~_ condo.cting the normal ovening tasJc of 
wuhlllg thor water buffalo sat on the bodJes 10 Iraoop them weithllJd dow", while American helicopters 
aoo fOOl patrols swepllhe area.' 

Note; TIll. is only a portion of Dai's Siory (from 1'.265 ".Inside Hanoi's Seetet Arclrives."j 
It serves to ilIu'tnlk Dat's tal~-nl for ·,fori¢S.' 
AClually, no search was mitia1<.--d un1J12000 hn 13:99 po.m.) wcII.aftt.r rl~r" whi"<n flor hp\icoprnw,_ 

dispatched. uuiiiifTrT'r w··;r"'~'i' "'j'" v'uu lIfUpr. UM Lt- ~nkos reported f1yinf2 

Fact is. Col Dai was laler proven not to be in the area, and oflicial Board of Inquiry JIId Governmmt 
reports confiml Col. DOl's >lory .s a toW fabrication. Yet, \My _ It to 'Dc1:>unk' live sigl\6np, etc .. 

CIA intelhgence cable TOCS 314/1008 67 field N.,. FVS-15,314 dated July 4, 1967, dmila reports 
from two sOU""" of tlk- capture of 4 s<>1diers in Quang Ngai Provinco on April 21. 1967 on the TIluoog 
Hoo River by a Bmh Son district main Viet Cong force U.S. Int~JIigena; afllllysl at the tilM. MajOI 
Slaflord, .n Ius own hand wrote at the bottom ~f Ihe report "Note: Anny E4 Mangino, E3 Nidds, E3 
Wint ... ,.. E3 Ha'enbed, fit the description in Ute repor1. 

CIA report H TDCS-314/10073-67 in July 1967 sLltes. "In early June the Viet Cong were using 3 
Amen"an POW. to l.:adl Viet Cong cadre English al Phu Tho Hamlet, Quang Ngai Province. 

One report Was thai lout Americans were captured at cOGrdln.k.~ 1521 j 8N I084704E. 

The Li<ulellant thaI w •• On the other SItIllpaD had already returned look a shower. ate dinner and 
was strollmg ~n 'h" ''<'Jac·h When a fnend of HasenJ:.,.:k's ran", up 10 hlm and inquirtd 115 to the 
\\'h~rf"ah..)ut~ of P&:ul ar.d tho! others, 

No ~,iJ""(,, of •• k'mti,h Was ever touOO Ill"'r the area of \oso No ,hOIs were h_d near Ih<> area of 
loss 

In s.,,,l<mbet 1994. j J memb.n of the VIetnam Veleran; of America traveled to Da Nang. They had 
information that ~flIja~(' ref«<!Ire th .. in.iden! were at a museum the ••. The party of VVA members 
had a "raclle,,, Pian" 'i\herehy they would "Fan Our' in J3 different dm";tiolls in the mu~eum and 
k.afch lor e"iJl~n(.E'./anJfl.;.ts. 

"'lIen II,e, found none. VVA N.tiolllll President James Dna« askffl the curator aboul the artif~cl;. 
The curator aPl>.:.a",d confll"'') staling, "Don't you blOW? Your GOV<TIUIlCDt came "'0 wreb .go and 
<olI'~'I"d th.", all " 

Mr B.....,., inquired further. and the CUl"ltot 'p«il",.lly rerlied. "II wa. the 'JOlnt Task Force' 

1"'('1'1<· .. 
Upon retul1UlIg te> the UIU,tc! Slaw •• Brazee made offici a! inquine.,_ me JTFFA denied 'flY 

Kr,o'Wlooge y..hdt·~o-..;:'ye.r (I! th..: incident. 
Sf.zee llotlJied lhe SNOK - Jeanie H"-'lellt«k ;ai,o. member of VVA) \Vho in tum later olilde 

olfi\."ial inqujn~~ thrOUth (ongr~5ional «hannds 
Once question by a Congressman, the HFfA conle.sed_ "Ye<. we "'';·re t""re. bl.t we only look 

~,tlO(,)gr-iphs . 
Jh~ Depa.-tmml 01 I),:l¢llSC w •• cont.lcled. and a compiaillt W"' made. They prom.ised t~ check into 

the mailer. 
Recro~y, Feb 12th, I ~9S. Jeanie did r<1'-1I1 that ,he dId re«ive the photographs. as did the other 

.tanuly rnemt'lels of the 'l\fangino Four' appl'oximalE""ly 8 i'" more months 3J!.Ol and t~y did r~"'eive them 
ill a llmely manner. But - [he a('tuallOl~8.tion of the artifaCb remain a my5tery. The U.S. Govenuncnt 
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.till mOlOtaim the) do not have \hem. Yet,!he photogtaph. prove the Vi~tnamese had Ihem alone 
time. So . .sOr.l;e-OJ1e is 'fibbing.' 

In an IIHer" .... h:>day ... ilh Miss Ha5Cni>e<·.k, (pdul Hl\$e/Ibeck'. sister and 't«ondary Ne:\t of J(in~ 
.he stated, 'The photographs depict the arti;~cts in pristine c<mditioo wi!h no eVidetlCe or appearance 
of waler d3m.ge. blood, etc., and look IObetlet s1lape than my penon.) things (kept in good shape 
tillri!lg my O\\'tl tour in Vietnam " 

In ,h. bOok, 'Inside Hanoj'. Secret Mhi,,,," by author Mak\llm Ml:CooneII. iri. obvious that Ihe 
author<hose ", .. ly I" u.., the Go'.nlllem', side of the .tory an4 Col. J .... ·.IIide. fl is also obviOlls to. 
",ader f.nuliar with Ihis cue 1JJat P"JO 265 and 266 of his book~1fjia the ties and half 1IIJths 
wblch the book serves as an "1NtrumeftIality' 10 project. ~~. style of RpOr1ing. and the 
Gv,emment', oct'cpnon. sUbven.iDD and propaganda pi.".. dlampiOllCd by MtCOIlIldI. 

The "Mao!!,no .four" are .lill lIItlOJlg the 44 remairu", 4i~y ~_. The fIoUlics demand the 
truth, and the tates of the four .... certai1IIy hlOwn by .0lIl1 CIllO, n... fare, of the r- may be known by 
Col Dai - btll il won't be found in hi. diary, norwiJI it be found by anything Theodore Schwcitur III 
(fel;earl'h~r for "Imade Htnoi's Secret Archives') in~esli.p1e8 or Malcolm McConnell writes. 

f'crry L >"lye.s 
s.,.,,-h Inc. 


