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f
DIA PASS TO POD POW-MIA CENTRAL DCCUMENTATION OFFICE
SUBJ: SRY INTERVIEW SENIOR COLONEL (s3CaL) PHAY DUC Dal

1. BACKGROUND, ON 14 APRIT 1993, S5 wILLT4v H.
NEYELL III, JPF-Fa DET 2 ANALYST, ACCOMPANIRD BY MR.
ROBERT J, DESTATTE, DET 2 HESEARCHEH/HISTOHIAN,
INTERYIENED SENTIQR COLONEL (SRcoL) PHAM DUG DAT,
DIRECTOR OF THE PEOPLE’S ARMY oF VIETNAY ARMED FORCES
HUSEDM, : VIETNAM. THE PURPOSE OF THE INTERVIEW
! EXPAND ON INFORMATION IN A PERSONAL
JOURNAL AND INTERYIRW SOURCE PROVIDED T3 U.5. SENATOR .
THE JOURNAL CONTAINED SOURCE’S
HANDWRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF THE DEATH LND
HOA HAMLET ( (TRVOWNGJ HOAF))
(BS6297), BINK SON DISTRICT, QUANG NGAT PROVINCE, ON 21
SOURCE’S ACCOUNT PROBABLY IS ASSOCIATED
WITH CASE @644,

» - SUMMARY. souURcE SAID
PERSONAL JOURNAL wis§ BASED
YITNESSES wHO PARTICIPATED

THE WRITTEN ACCOUNT IN HIS

ON BIS INTERVIEWS OF LOCAL

IN THE EVENTS SURROUNDINZ THE
+ SERVICEMEN oN 21 APRIL
IN TBE VILLAGR AT THE TIME OF THE
» BUT DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE INCIDENT.
NEVER 5AW THE BODIES OF THE FOUR U.S, SERVICEMEN.
BELIEVED THE BODIES ¥ERE BURIED IN BINH PHUOC VILLAGE
{(XAX BINRF PHUOWCS)) (BS 6396). SOURCE PROYIDED NAMES
AND ADDRESSES OF PERSONS WHO EITHER PARTICIPATED
DIRECTLY IN THE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE DEATH AND BURTAL
OF THE FOUR MEN OoR ¥HO COULD DIRECT INVESTIGATORS To
OTHER PERSONS WHo MIGHT HELP LOCATE THE GRAVES,

5. DETAILS, SOURCE, 64 YOA, wAS A MILITARY REGION-

iB i/é ' UNCLASSIFIED CITFFADETONEBAN B19355/91
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-VILLAGE CEMETERY.

UNCLASSIFIED

AREA,

SQURCE STATED THAT US COMBAT PATROLS YER® RSGOULARLY
CONDUCTED IN THAT AREA. ON 21 apy 57, PHERE HAS AN
INCREASE IN NIGHT ACTIVITY, TO INCLODF

AND WERE KILLEp
THE BODIES WERE IMMEDTATELY
IDENTIFICATION MEDIA AND SUBMERGED WITH
ROCKS ALONG THE RIVER BANK, THAT EVENING US TRoOPS WEN
T0 THUONG BOA AND QUESTIONED THE VILLAGERS [N REGARD To
THE FOUR MISSING AMERICANS, M5, LIEUD {{LIEEUY)})
INTENTIONALLY HISLED THE AMERTCAN AUTHORITIES AND STATE
THAT SHE LAST SAw THE AMERICANS IN & BOAT AS T#p OF THE
YERE PADDLING AND THE OTHER TWO WERT BAILING WATER ouT
OF THE BOAT. THE NEXT DAY US
SEARCH OPERATION FOR THE MISSING AMERICANS DN [AND AND
UNDERWATER IN THE FAMLET AREA.

GUERRILLAS,
STRIPPED oF

4, DURING THE APPROXIMATELY FIgsST 48 HIURS AFTER THE
FOUR SOLDIERS WERE KILLED, VILLAGERS REMOYED THE BODIES
FROM THE RIVER AND CONCEALED QR NASTILY BURIED THEM NEA
THE RIVER IN THUONG BOA HAMLE?T TO AYOID DETECTION BY
U.5. TROOPS SEARCHING IN THF AREA. STILL UIQHIN THE
FIRST 48 HOURS, VILLAGERS REBURIED THR BODIES IN THR
WEEK AFTER THF
ACROSS THEZ RIVER
AND REBURIED THEM IN BINH PHUOC VILLAZE {{XaI BINHF
PRUOWCS) )} IN TAE GENERAL AREA OF GRID CIORDINATES BS
5396,

THE VILLAGE GUERRILLA UNIT SAVE S2URCE DOG- TACS,
MILITARY IDENTIFICATION CARDS, AND QTHER PERASONAL
DOCUMENTS TAKEN FROM THE FOUR U.g, SERVICEMEN. SOURCE
PERSONALLY T00K THOSE ITEMS TO HEADQUARTERS MILITARY
REGION FIVE AND TURNED IT OVER To THE STAFF DF THE
POLITICAL DEPARTMENT OF Mk-5. SOURCE SAID HE A4S
PLEASANTLY SURPRISED SEVERAL WEEKS AG) WHFN THE 0,5,
ARCHIVAL RESEARCH TEAN IN DA NANG {MR-5) DISCOVYERED
THESE ITEMS IN THE MR-5 MUSEOUM. @R RELATFD AN ANECDOIE

CITFFADETONER AN 013355/71
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LOCATE THE GRAVES. SOURCE SAID M5. THU HONG CURREMTLY ' =

. NOT RELATED T0 THE POV/MIA ISSUE TO ILLUSTRATE THAT MANY ¢ LIVES IN TRUONG BOA HAMLET ((SEE ABOVE))} AND WORKS AT : ' . O
DOCUMENTS AND RECORDS WERE LOST OR DESTROYED DURING THE THE SUSAR FACTORY. _
WAR. SOURCE SAID HE DID NOT XNOW WHEN DR HOW THE DOS ! _
, TAGS AND DOCUMENTS ¥kCM THE FOUR SERVICEMEN IN QUESTION o= (5) "S. THANH VAN ((THANH VAAN)). 4S. THANE VAN . O
VERE TRANSFERRED TO THE MR=5. NMUSEMA. HAS ABOUT IN HER LATE TEENS AT THE TIYE OF THE INCIDENI. .
L SgE 15 THE DAUGHTER OF ug. THANH, DESIRIBED ABOVE AND IS
, 6. SOURCE SALD HE YISITED THUONG HOA HAMLET IN ABOUT ¢y CURRENTLY IN POOR HEALTH. SHE IS AWARE OF SCME EVENTS O
TATE-FEBRUARY OR EARLY-MARCH 1933 AND CONFIRMED THAT SURROUNDING THE DEATH AND BURTAL OF 48 FOUR U.S. :
<oME OF THE PERSONS WHO PARTICIPATED IN OR HAD ENOWLEDGR SERVICEMEN, SHE IS ALSO ACQUAINTED ¥ITH MR. CHINH, o
OF THIS INCIDENT ARE STILL LIVING IN THE LOCAL AREA. HE ¢~ DESCRIBED ABOVE.
SUGGESTED THAT INVESTIGATORS SHOULD CONTACT TEE
FOLLOWING PERSONS WHO MIGHY HELP LOCATE THE GRAVES OF = (6) 1IN ADDITION To THE ABOVE PERSONS, SOURCE ALSO . -
THE FOUR U.5. SERVICEMEN: ©y SAID THE POLLOWING THEN RESIDENTS OF THUONG BOA HAMLET, :
b WHOSE NAMES HE READ FROM A PERSONAL CALENDAR B20L FOR
- (1) MR, THANH ( (THANHF)) { (SOURCE DID NOT RECALL APRIL 1957, MIGHT EAVE SOME KNOWLEDSE OF TEE EVENTS IN
, FAMILY NAME)). AT THE TIMF OF TEE INCIDENT MR. THANH ¢y QUESTION: MS. LAN, MS. NGOC, BOA, LANE.
WAS THE COMMUNIST PARTY SECRETARY OF THE THUON3 HOA
YILLAGE PARTY CHAPTER ({BIS THUY CHI BODJ ZAX)). BT o
, CURRENTLY, EE LIVES IN BINE DONZ VILLAGE ((EAX BINEF ¢y . #3955
PDOONS)) (BT 625085). AS THE PARTY SECRETARY, E3 WOULD
LAVE BEEN AWARE OF ALL DETAILS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS NHNN e
INCIDENT AND THE HISTORY OF THE GRAVES DFP THE FOUR U.S. C o :
SERYICEMEN IN QUESTION, EVEN IF HE DID NOT DIRECTLY |
PARTICIPATE IN THE BURIAL, HE SEOULD BE ABLE TC HELP 2/2 UNCLASSIFIED CJTFFADETONEBAN #15955/02

, LOCATE ANY SURVIVING RECORDS AND WITNESSES THAT COULD O
HEELP LOCATE THE GRAVES.

- (2) PHAM VAN CHINK ((PHAMI] VAYN CHINE)). O
CURRENTLY RESIDES IN HAMLET 2, QUANS PHU VILLAZE ((KAX

QUANGR PHUS)) ((COORDINATES NOT AVAILABLE)), QUANG NGAI |

, PROVINCE, SOURCE AND MAJ TOAM, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE O |
MR~5 MUSEUM, VISITED MR, CHINH AT HIS HOME IN LATE-

FERRUARY OR EARLY-MARCH 1993. MR. CHINH’S WIFE, MRS.

, LIED ((LIZEUX)) DIRECTLY PARTICIPATED IN THE EVENTS
SURROUNDING THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF THY FOUR U.S5.
SERYICEMEN, SOURCE ®STIMATED MR. CHINH AND RIS WIFE ARE .

, IN THE MI1D-TO-LATE 485. AT THR TIME OF THE INCIDENT, <
MR, CHINH WAS THE COMMANDER OF THE COMMUNIST B3RD LOCAL
FORCE BATTALION OF THE QUANG NGAI PROVINCE COMMAKD

, OPERATING IN SOUTHERN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE. ALTHOUSH “R. o
CHINH DID NOT DIRECTLY PARTICIPATE IN THE EVENTS '
SURROUNDING THE DEATH AND BURTAL OF THE FOUR U.S.

, SERVICEMEN, HE MIGHT BE ABLE TC HLP INVESTIGATORS )
LOCATE OTHER XNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES.

\
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ot

3,

, - (3) wMRs. LIEU ((LIEEUK)}. SEE PHAM VAN CHINE, o
ABOVE,
_ (4) Ms. THU HONG {{THU ROONGF)). 4S. THU HONG o

DIRECTLY PARTICIPATED IN £FFOKTS TO CONCEAL TFE BODIES
WHILE THEY WERE SUBMERGED AT TEE RIVER BANK SHORTLY

, AFTER THE FOUR MEN WERE KILLED. SHE HAS ABOUT 14-15 o
YEARS OLD AT THE TIME AND PROBABLY RAS NOT DIRECTLY !
INVOLYED IN SUBSEQUENT MOVEMENT AND BURIAL OF THZ FOUR '
BODIES. IF MS. THU HONG DOES NOT KNOW THE FINAL BURTAL" Ly
S1TE OF THE FOUR MEN, SHE CoULD POSSIRLY DIRECT
INVESTISATORS TO OTHER PERSQNS #HO MIHT BE ABLE T0 HELP

2[2 UNCLASSIFIED CJTFFADETONEBAN 219355732 ‘
b €

i cramn s,

R e in i e N e s me,,w,“ﬂ”..m"_.w“,r”,mk_mm,wl - ~ e A couk s
A 5 b - \ ! X : . i R T . R S
N ! ¢ f' i !

1 "

: |

1 ’ ! i




