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Mr. l"et:~r D. Bi llipp' 

.. 

>-.--; • . .---

A» I indicated in !!I:,> illsto cOrr"~porod .. nc .. t.o you, you.l!' :lettll!l!'Qt 
::'1.,<:" 'o'b"r 9. 19 9 3 I cone.:!!'n in9' your brot.har. Maj O\" Norman 1:. jn Hm;! 
·"d~. rDl:"Ial."ded to the Joint "Task Force-Full Accounting forinp~t 
.,,, tl:- ;"h to bact;> .. "."ply ... 

lie ha.,." recelV~d tneir responSlIl, ,-,hi.e:h is enclosed, alol'l<::; with· 
.;o?i"'; of t.he photo9"'ol:\phs YOll l."e'i'leste.d. Co?ies of the 
ph..,tcg:ri'lP'hs cont.ained in enclosure (1) were previously sent to 
'1r. & Mr:$. Billipp on June lS, 1993. ! have also included a cCPi' 
,-'.;4' yo,::~. ql~~5t.iOhS for easy ~e:1'!'renC'e_ 

" '''',.;;10 t;,is lnfol:'1!\~tion ."ill "ns .... "'l." ycur qu",st,io"g. It' 1 can be 
: ~ rl.:n:.l:.er assi.stance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

(1) J';'l"liAResponsa 
(2i PNOK questions 

Since):'e.ly. 

tl. ;/~ 
A. HAMMERS 
Assi,.tant liead 
Ca~ualty Section 
Pe.sona;t A!'tair5 n:canch 
}il,\l1\lln Resol.lrceS DIvis io!', . 
~y ~i~~~tion ~= ~he 
Commandant: of "::~;e Marine Ccrps 

~---- .. 

• 
~~Ol 

, ' 

.. 



, .. , 
~ 

I! 

., 

02124/94 07:59 '8'703 694 4172 sl'I!CeORRES lie 

J91NT T "SIC FORCE· Ft3LL·ACCO\JNTlNG 

.V'A""'. 
C.u~.fj~~ .. ~,.l'l'H HA1fAn 

Subj: 

Ref: (iii) ·'~!i!~g (b) 
(c) 

Encl: (1) 
(2) 
(3) 

(4) 

Four ea S ~·l,,"Photoqra.ph. W/'l'ran.~.tt~ 
Four ea. 5 X lC!~lor lJb.otollrapbs. . .. 
1:50,000 Scale .. , ofThon DoC X~/Vie1;nlUt;.t.aCHI, 
SN t.701463Ua . 
FiVe ea 3 x 5 color Photoqrapha 

1. In response to r .. fenimo" Ca) (3040 MRP-l0 .. 15 ;inn ,.q9~ 
applies), the following info~ation is provided. 

, ~ - . 

a. J'l'F-FA correlated the flight roate IIICP t.o ca.e14.3G ba.ed 
on the information contained in the Central ArmY, l!tUse\Ull . 
Historical Artifact Investigation Report, Number 87i (reference 
(b) germe-ne). The 5UIQIlla,:Z;:Y of this .dQcum .. nt st.Cltes "!'l;i.'lht· rQ1lt .. 
map of an L-19 shot down by Company 3, Battalion 4, 'l'roop station 
41, collected fr011l the t-19 after it was shot down' on 6 May 1969 
1n Trucng :oon;" REFNO l.436 Was the only aircr.aft loss in 
S·outheast Asia on 6 May 1969. Additionally, Cas!!, 1:436 is the 
only light observation aircraft loss in the area of Battalior.~4(. 
Troop Station 41 during the 1Il0nth of May. The L-19 is an earlier 
model desiqnation of the 0-lG which was the aircraft associated 
",i ttl Case 14 36. 

b. Photographs of the .Artifact Investigation Report. Nc. 871 
"""t"o;, forwa~ded to MHP-10 on l. Jun 93 (reference (e) 9'e=an.). 
Another set of these photographs, along with photographs of the 
flight route are.provided for the NOK of Norman~. Billipp as 
enc~osures (1) and (2), re$pectively. 

c. The date, 17 April 1991, is the day the Central Army 
Hu,"",,,n. received the rlight :.:oute rndlJ .cl;om the TrIJou9 S,m Mus .. um 
. ,;ote; X·he terll Truong Son t"efers to the Annamite mountain 

.' "in. 'l'roops of Truong Son refers to the Ilietnalll<!!se forces 
.... '.;h operated on the Ho Chi Minh Trail, whiCh ran along the 
,.unite mountains_ The Truong Son lIUSQUlR in Hanoi onca held 
-dacts re·latinq to Vietnamese actions along the trail. Whe:l 

.. " mu,. .. um c~OSe<i, it :transferred some of its holdings to the 
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Central ~y ~::~:1~~~~2i~~ the artifact i 
Army HuseUll\. 

d. Tn. _1118 'i\1t\l~.lS .~!f . tt. _~~ 
follow: ~.d, Fo'r'C;u MusOUa, ·au. Di.mti~ PhD 
Vietnalll. 

~. In response to :refetehce (a) (3040 MHP-l0 23 A~~ 1993 
applies), the following is providad. .. 

. ~ - -. 

a. JTF-FA policy prohibits direot cQ~e .. ~~.~~tbol;. 
team chief of an investiqationteam •. hawt1Ve~U8t;3,2~ 
Jul 92, and Title 5, O.S. COde Uta. (PrJ.vaoyACt) P$!j.bi~tM 
releaee of personal information wit~out tne ,xpr ••• ~1I.I!Ient:. of 
the party or parties involved.'· If you have futtber ~tiona 
which you would like to direct to the team chi.fo:Ca_rticu~t 
joint field aotivity investiqation t ... , please fo~ht them . 
throuqh the Casualty section, Personal Mfab:. BranCh, HIa'lllan 
Resource Division, Headquarters OSMC, 2 Navy Jl,nnex, Washinqtah,< 
DC 20380-J.775. . 

b. The map sheet cited in reference (b), paragraph 5.A., is 
incorrec::t. The correct map annotated with the U. S.· record 10S$ 
locati<>n tor REFI'IO 1436 (d.ot 11), the witness' craSlhs1t:a 
location (dot #2), and the witnes. interview location (dot #3) " 
is provided at enClosure (3). .... • . 

c. On 28 Janua.ry 1994, a Joint 11. s. /Lao investigation team 
d~$covered a crash site while investigating case 1436 in Nong 
District, Savannakhet Province, Laos. This crash site, which 
contained probable bone fraqments and portions eEa flight suit 
found during a survey, will be placed on an excavation list and 
SCheduled for recovery during a future operation; This 
excavation may uncover evidence to help determine the act·l.lal loss 
lo~ation of Caee 1~3'. The orisina1 last known location of Major 
Billipp's aircratt. was based on the last radio transmission at 
the time of the loss. 

d. JTF-FA files contain no information to indicate the color 
of .the aircraft involVed in Case 1436. It i. likely the 0-lG 
aircra1:t assoeie.ted with this CeU,e wa .. paintea <l,rall olive green. 
Normally, light utility aircraft were painted either drab green 
.<:.~ ;n a gr .... n call1ouf1aqe pattern. 
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,;J'l+ .;:' P?lP; .. 

"'::~~;~ 
e. There is no evidence at thi& -time to .GGrr,,"attltli~)l,·:" 

w~tnc",,' e~"sh $i~~ tt;' ,C&s". 143~., 9'-'e to ~.Si.~ •. Ot:~,,~~ 
places found at the nte,.,i.t is ur.ll~y th~1I;'f;;1.1:.1~~~~~~ 
case 1436" The enqina~~s.ot~o"'1.4i,~.l:l:'c:~ft:~~'~ot: . 
v el.-Y 1 ilL",:!'" . and could eas~l:t ,bill r.llo~jl !!l:~~J'.~iI$h:~i.~f; " 

. ___ ,"','_. ,_': ----' , _' _><:;:;,';';'::<~'_~-:<--::;_ ,._,,'..:', __ ,>,',_,\:i _<"_~_"' _____ --_>--
.' .. JTF-FA analysisJ.pq.~~~.tlt. phot~t'&!I;~~~; 

" ,""$' ~rash sit~are~~~:£¢~!~!l' c1~~~~~~:~iO~ . 
..c, .:·:a ft, l.nvolvec1 l.n tM.'~.' •. ,·."liv~.,h"f.0fI~~.9'·.~J""ttl\ ..• .".'/ •. ".';~Q. 
-,> rrov'ded a-enclol!l\U:'tt·::lilt",·j' . "'.' ".. ....... " . 

.. :. : pendi;9 caee94.;fi~~:~~~~~"~h£iV.::~~""$t~,~~:~~.<1$ 
c:rrrently on Ule, in~",t~l~lm aMa.vaila):)J;e,,~.s 
and surveyed the u.s. ~.~ l*'lQC;4tiQn and the wit~".(;" .'. 
,,:l"''1ed cra.sh o;:ite. ~lJ.e;tIil,;investi9:ation te:Ulshav..ftiQ.i·';1e.dl> 
to pursue until some newpiec~.'of information is rlilcei~;Wh.lc:h· 
could point us in a new db.'ection. Several initiatiyes ~; .. 
cClr.ently in Pl:-Ogl;j!!B. inclu'dinq archival 'and oral history 
programs wnich are desi~ to. elicit such int;orttrat:ion. . 

, 
!,. The PNOt<' S lnterpretation of, "No Corre:lf,tion'; is correct. 

S;Jecific evidenr:e which Gan be positively associated to case 1436 
is required befo!:'e ill crash site can be correlated.to this 1::3S". 

W::-eckage whiCh can be associated to a particular tailnUlnber, 
identifica~ion media and/or personal effects are Qxamples of 
speci.fic evidence. 

Copy tQ: ('H/o ",nels) 
::>l'M()-!(:; 
"SClNCFr ,./ J3 OM 
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(~~~ (v!: {~; (/~~!~i,tt ;(Jil.~t, , J .. 
cHARLES R. MARINEAU, S~. 
By direction 
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