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SUBJECT: Commander Harley Hall, USN

1. During the 13 July 1088 remains repatriation ceremony in Hanoi,
Vietnamese officials provided the U.S. representatives with written
investigative reports relating to several missing Americans. DIA PW/MIA
znalysts have reviewed the yietnamese claims relating to Commander Harley
Hall, USN, and our comments on the report are attached.

2. Reference is also made to the recent guery from Commander Hall's next-
of-kin regarding statements made by former PWs Lilly and Thompson. Our
records indicate that returnee Warren Lilly reported in his~debrief that
Commander Hall had successfully ejected. He cited Phillip Kientzler as the
spurce of his information. Returnee Fioyd Thompson said that Kientzler's
captors told him that his pilot, "Harvey" had died.

3. We will keep you advised of any additional information we may receive
relative to this case.
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Colonel, USA
Chief, Special Office for Prisoners
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DIA EYALUATION OF INFORMATION PROYIDED BY THE
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM IN THE CASE OF
COMMANDER HARLEY HALL, USN

On 13 July 1988, during a remains repatriation ceremony in Hanoi,
répresentatives of the Vietnamese (f<ice For Seeking Missing Persons
{VNOSI“?) furnished Joint Casualty Resslution Center (JCRC) officials with
Six written investigative reports. In the case of Commander Rarley H. Hall,
USN, the written report reiterates much of the information previousiy
furnisned by the U.S. in the JCRC necotiation narrative. It goes cn to
claim that a "team" as well as two “VNOSMP" specialists," visited the
lecaticn whzre the Navy officer was 'ost, researched historical documents in
the villages and talked to "indivicuzls directly related to this incident.”
According to the report, “Commander *nillip” (LCDR Philiip Kientzler,
returnee]) was captured: the other commancer was Yound dead and buried in &
trencn. The investigative team claims to have visited the grave site angd
observed that it had been exhumed zns the remains teken. The loca) popuiéce
2llegedly told the tezm that "from g>out 1981-1882 up until the Dresent
time, nzny reople from diffsrent grezs came to rob the grave, 3 total of 2s
many zs eight occasions, the most recent deing February 1958. Seceuse of
this, nothing is left in the grave site to be recovered. The loca)
authorities carried ocut an investigztion corncerning the grave robbery but
without results." The réport concluces with the comment that the
investigative team is rot able to reccver the remains of this pilot.

#hile w2 have no information which wtu1d indicate that Commender Hal)
survived to become a ceptive of tha rizgtnemese, the claims mece sy the
Socialist Repudlic of Vietrem (SRV) zuthoricise regarding this incicent
stretch creculity and 10ta1ly contridice thsir known policizs and Fractices
in h2n319n9 rem2ins of fmericIns.

3ased uzon all-source intelligance collecticn efforts over a pericd sganning
MOre TnEn WO Cecadss, w2 Can stits -ith certainty thet there g 3 cenirally
aéminiciersd program wiich uutiines strict crocecures ‘or nendling ire
remaing of Americans. NTOUSTOUT the wir T2 Communist Torces znforced
policy o find ang oury Américans kitied in ection, and cepiured gnemy
documznis continually stressed that this effeory was imoortznt to the
"ooliticel struggle." The procecures recuired that 2 full written rezort on
the ircident bSe prepared, to incluce = sketcq of the burial leocaticn. When
possinle, chotos of the Americans ~ECE SUPDOSseEd 10 D2 teken, znd al]l
personzi esffects, CoCuments, mips, 12, were to Se forwarced with t=e
writitsn report up the chein of Commansi <0 Haroi. <Imericans were buried in
marked crives in wall defined (if trimitive by U.S, standards) cemetsaries.
Buried =ith them would Se 2 pzper waich incluced the American’s namz, date,
place 2nd cause of death. This procazire was ales Tollowed in burying
Yietnemese soldiers xilled in Sattls
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In summary, the resort furnished >v tha S3V ig imolausible and in direct
conflict with tFeir known POiiciés znc osrictices. Zased on the
CirCUMSTancEs 0T Lowmarcer Hail’s T5Ss we DeTieve the communist covernment
of Vietném hes more informatian ITC TSP r2ELSNS Khuwn 0niy 10 them rzs
cecided 1o Concnct TNiT Storv TRSiTIA
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