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U-1017/VO-PW 

TO: Cor.nander 
Naval Military Personnel Command 
Casualty Assistance Division (NMPC-64DO) 
Washington, D.C. 20370-5640 

SUBJECT: Commander Harley Hall, USN 

o 6 !OS' 1923 

1. During the 13 July 1988 remains repatriation ceremony in Hanoi, 

Vietnamese officials provided the U.S. representatives with written 

investigative reports relating to several missing Americans. OIA PW(MIA 

analysts have reviewed the Vietnamese claims relating to Commander Harley 

Hall, USN, and our comments on the report are attached. 

2. Reference is also made to the recent query from Commander Hall's next­

of-kin regarding statements made by former PWs Lilly and Thompson. Our 

records indicate that returnee Warren Lilly reported in h;~'debrief that 

Commander Hall had successfully ejected. He cited Phillip Kientzler as the 

source of his information. Returnee Floyd Thompson said that Kientzler's 

captors told him that his pilot, "Harvey" had died. 

3. We will keep you advised of any additional information we may receive 

relative to this case. 

FOR THE DIRECTOR: 

1 Enclosure a/s 

cc: 
JC~C 
!SA 

JOSEPH A. SCHLATTE~ 

Colonel, USA 
Chief, Special Office for Prisoners 

of War and Missing in Action 
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

OIA EVAlUATION OF I~FORHATION PROVIDED BY THE 
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On 13 July 1988, during a remains rEoatriation ceremony in Hanoi, representatives of the Vietnamese Office For Seeking Missing Persons (VtIOS;~?) furnished Joint Casualty "es"lution Center (JCRC) officials with six written investigative reports. :1 the case of Corrrnander Harley H. Hall, USN, the written report reiterates ~:ch of the information previously furnished by the U.S. in the JeRe ne;otiation narrative. It goes cn to claiIil that a UteamU as '",'ell as two ""I'IJOS:'~?" specialists,1I visited the 1c:~t~:j'i ·~":·,2i'e tr:e ~~3VY office: '"'a,; ;·:,:;t, i"e;t?arched histo~"ic?j d\)cL'~:1ts ~:1 the villages and talked to "individJ!ls directly related to this incident." According to the report, "Com-nander ?~illip" (LCDR Phillip Kientzler, returnee) was captured; the other coc:nander ""'as 'found dead and buried in a trench. The investigative team clai~s to have visited the grave site and observed that it had been exhumed and the remains taken. The local populace allegedly told the teem that "from a)cut 1931-1982 u~ until the present time, ;":'lcny people from diff.::r~nt areas carrre to rob the grave, 3. total of as many as eight occasions, the most rEcent being February 1988. Because of this, nothing is left in the grave sf:e to be recovered. The local authorities carried out an invEstig::i:ion concerning the grave robbery but without results." The report conc1;;ces with the comment that the investigative team is not able to reccver the remains of this pilot. 

'\-Ihlle "Ie have no information which ""',"ld indicate that Co::rr.ander Hail ~ survived to become a captive of the ~'~etn!mese, the claims made by the Socialist Republic of Vietnam (SRY) !~thoritles regarding this incident stretch credulity and totally contr~d':ct t:--,eir ~now' policies and ~.racticeS i!"l ha::'jl i:-;9 rem3.ins or '::.:71€ric;;,s. 

3ased ~;on all-source intel'ige~ce c:l1ectic1 efforts over a period spanni~g more t~!' two decades, we can state ~~th certainty ~~at there is a centrally =c:;.i:'i~:-;~;"'c::: piO;;·oi';"/ ~';-I~~r, !..iwti i:-,€:::; s.:rict ;roce~,ures for hand11r,g t;":; ;::;'-;31":;; :f .t:.~e:·icans. ;~,ro:..:;:-,~:;t t.~.e ... ·5;1" :",e C07r:'",iwrl1st forces e:-dorce-d a polic} :0 find and :'t.:ry ,!..TlEricciIS <ii:ed ;,j actiof'), :::"l.d captt.:red €:I;:'7":/ docwr.;-=~\'ts contin'Jal1y stressed that t"',is effcrt ' ... 'as ii:1portant to t~e llpoliti:al struggle. 1I The procedures rEql.1ired that 2 full ",'ritten re~ort:n the ir:i::ent be ~repcred, to inclwce : sketo Qf tr,e burial locatio1. '"he 1 possij:~, photos cf the .L:ilericc!iS .... ';~: sJPposed to ~e taKe:"!, ~~d ali perso!ial effects, docu~ents, ma~s, etc. were to be forwarded with t~e ,",'ritt-e:'l report up the c~lcin of c:.·~;7",c:,: to i-:2:-,0;. .!..:nericans ""'ere b:..'ried 11 marked ;;,:ves i:1 ..... ·el1 cei;:led (if ~r~~.~ti\'e jy U.S. standards) ce:neter1es. 3uried ·..,·ith them .... 'culd ~e = ;Ja~,er .... ·1~C~ incl;;ded the f..mericai1's :lOj"jle, date, place 2~,j caJse of deat;'. 1.'115 ;roce:'_'re .... ·o.s als·J followed in bi.Jryi;-:~ '{ietnam~se soldiers icilled i1 :attle. 



Vietnamese publ ic health laws reqJire that remains be buried for at least three years before they are exhu['",ed (a COilTnon Vietnamese practice) end reinterred in a final location. In the case of many Americans, after teing buried for three years or more. reelains '"ere probably prepared and stored in a warehouse type situation. 

In the specific instance of COrTmar,cer ;';all, if indeed he died at tr,e tir.;e Of~ his loss incider,t, one must res":;-,e that theoutllnea orocedures "'ere follon'ed and he "a not slmp y DI,rled ln a convenlent nearby trencn. rL.;il.:-,cr, ::·,2 c(E.j nTi€r2 ne was J CS"\. was ~naer tne controi OTcOrnl5at troo::;s at the time, .. hich calls into question the Vietnamese claim that it was necessary t~ rev1QW \1;11age ~is:~;",f:~1 ::":':;;iTr€nts (which probab;y do fiot exist) and talk to villaoers alle;edly involved in the incident. Further, had villagers beEn lnter~"'ewed and local documents researched, the VIJOS!'.? representatives .. Quld have certainiy discovered information on the t''"'O Americans who .. ere lost in this So;;,; area only minutes after COllTTIander Hall's aircraft was do .. ned. 

The claim that ti-,e grave was repec.:edly robbed by "many people froel different areas," is highly implausible. In general, Vietnamese citizens are hiShly superstitious about the dead ::nd are not roaming the country robbing graves. Further, as all ;ersonal effects would have been prEviously forwarded to Hanoi, it should be "'ell Kno'"n to any would-be grave rcbbers that there is not~ing of monetary nlue 11 the grave. 

Over the past several years nUmerc:;s SRV actions and statements appear to be aimed tcward creating the illusion that they have difficulty accou~"ing fer missing A'71er1Ca;,s because private c,itizens are recovering and traff-;,:kin9 in remains. This is sim~ly not the caSE. 

~ 
I~ sur.r,ary, ~he re:crt fwrnished :" t'1e S;V is im~lausible and in di~ec~ ~ conflict with treir kno,;n pol ides· and practices.' 3ased on the 
c~rc~r;j:~~r;c€: O:~I::~;~~~:~ .. ~'~~! j~ .. ~,~~:.~~,:~:~~~:v~_ ~h.~ co~u~is~ oov~~:1me:it : 01 VJt=I.."ICi'il hcs ,,,.~r .. ! .~_- .... :. ••. " .,:. ..... ' .... , ,~C:"VII:;' r.,IIV'rI'l1 on,y \..0 \..hem ~::.S ~ l decided to c('nc~c: t,'l$ story 'ns:~!~. . ~ 




