
, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL 
WASHINGTON, D,C, 20370-5000 

Mrs. Ann M. Griffiths 
2921 B. Woodley Street South 
Arlington, VA 22206-3306 

Dear Mrs. Griffiths: 

IN REPLY IIrE'ER TO 

1771 
663P 

TO 5 JAr 1995 

We have recently received information from Joint Task Force -
Full Accounting (JTF-FA) concerning your brother, Commander James 
B. Mills, u.S. Navy. We are furnishing this information in 
keeping with our policy of providing everything that we receive 
which may relate to your brother_ 

The enclosed document is an updated Case Narrative passed to the 
vietnamese Government during December 6-7, 1994 Joint Field 
Activity Coordination Conferences. 

As always, if we may be of further assistance in explaining the 
attached document after you have reviewed it, please call us on 
our toll free line at 800-443-9298. 

Encl: 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ ACRAY£WUF'KJ.fr.-;' 

Captain, U • Navy 
Director, Personal, Family and 
Community Support Division 
(Pers-66) 

(1) JTF-FA ltr J24 1771 Ser: 361 of 12 Dec 94 
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING 

BOX 64044 
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HA WAll 96861-4044 

CASE 0465-0-01 AND 02 
NARRATIVE 

ON 21 SEPTEMBER 1966, LIEUTENANT COMMANDER JAMES R. BAUDER 

AND LIEUTENANT JUNIOR GRADE JAMES D. MILLS WERE THE CREW ABOARD 

AN F-4B FIGHTER (SERIAL NUMBER 152973) IN A FLIGHT OF TWO 

AIRCRAFT. THEIR AIRCRAFT DISAPPEARED WHILE ON A NIGHT ARMED 

RECONNAISSANCE MISSION SCHEDULED TO FLY FROM CUA CAN, VICINITY OF 

GRID COORDINATES WG788266, TO ROUTE 1 AND THEN UP ROUTE 1 TO 

THACH LUYEN, VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES WG753358, THANH HOA 

PROVINCE. THE LAST RADAR CONTACT WITH THE AIRCRAFT WAS IN THE 

VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES WG753266. THE OTHER FLIGHT CREW DID 

NOT SEE ANY PARACHUTE OR HEAR ANY ELECTRONIC BEACON SIGNALS. 

SUBSEQUENT SEARCH AND RESCUE OPERATIONS FAILED TO FIND ANY TRACE 

OF THE MISSING AIRCRAFT OR ITS CREW. 

'DURING THE MAY 1991 TECHNICAL MEETING, THE VIETNAMESE 

DELEGATION PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS 
• 

CASE. THE MILITIA OF QUYNH PHUONG VILLAGE, QUYNH LUU DISTRICT, 

SHOT DOWN AN AIRCRAFT ON 20 SEPTEMBER 1966. THE AIRCRAFT CRASHED 

INTO THE MOUTH OF THE LACH CON, ALSO CALLED LOCALLY "LACH CAN", 3 

K~LOMETERS NORTH OF QUYNH LUONG VILLAGE, 7 KILOMETERS SOUTH OF 

QUYNH LAP VILLAGE, AND 5 KILOMETERS NORTH OF QUYNH PHUONG, THE 

VILLAGE THAT SHOT DOWN THE AIRCRAFT. THE AIRCRAFT SANK TO A 

DEPTH OF 8-9 METERS. WHILE THE INFORMATION IS CONSISTENT WITH 

THE DATA CONCERNING CASE 0465, IT IS ALSO CONSISTENT WITH CASE 

0462, WHICH OCCURRED ON 19 SEPTEMBER 1966. 

PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF 
THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMElIT 
DURING 6-7 DEC 94 JFA 
COORDINATION CONFERENCES 



CASE 0465-0-01 AND 02 

CASE 0462 ALSO INVOLVED AN F-4B AND WAS LOST IN THE SAME DISTRICT 
°0 

AND UNDER THE SAME CIRCUMSTANCES AS CASE 0465. 

IN JANUARY 1992, THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT RELEASED A 

DOCUMENT TITLED, "MILITARY REGION IV AIR DEFENSE OPERATIONS 

JOURNAL FROM 1964-1973 - REFERENCE MATERIAL." DOCUMENT ENTRY ... 
#637 LISTED THE SHOOT DOWN OF AN F-4C ON 20 SEPTEMBER 1966 AT 

2000 HOURS BY THE QUYNH PHONG VILLAGE MILITIA. THIS ENTRY MAY BE 
. 

ASSOCIATED WITH EITHER CASE 0462 OR CASE 0465. 

IN AUGUST 1992, A JOINT TEAM TRAVELED TO QUYNH LAP AND QUYNH 

PHUONG VILLAGES, QUYNH LUU DISTRICT, NGHE AN PROVINCE, TO 

INVESTIGATE THE REPORTED SHOOT DOWN OF AN AIRCRAFT BY THE QUYNH 

PHUONG VILLAGE MILITIA. THE FORMER VILLAGE MILITIA COMMANDER 

REPORTED THAT THE VILLAGE HAD RECEIVED CREDIT FOR SHOOTING DOWN 

TWO AIRCRAFT WHICH THE TEAM CORRELATED TO OTHER INCIDENTS. THE 

MILITIA HAD NOT SHOT DOWN AN AIRCRAFT ON THE NIGHT OF 19-20 

SEPTEMBER 1966 AND HE DID NOT KNOWN WHY THE MILITARY REGION HAD 

MADE SUCH AN ENTRY IN THEIR RECORDS. QUYNH PHUONG VILLAGE 0-
OFFICIALS INDICATED THAT NO UNILATERAL VIETNAMESE OR JOINT TEAM 

HAD EVER VISITED TO INQUIRE ABOUT INCIDENTS WHICH OCCURRED IN THE 

VILLAGE AREA. 
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ON 29 OCTOBER 1993, A JOINT TEAM VISITED TRUONG LAM VILLAGE, 

TINH GIA DISTRICT, THANH HOA PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE THIS~CASE. 

THE TEAM INTERVIEWED THREE WITNESSES WHO PROVIDED FIRSTHAND 

INFORMATION ON AN AIRCRAFT THAT WAS SHOT DOWN DURING DAYLIGHT 

HOURS IN JUNE 1966 BY LOCAL MILITIA AND AN INFANTRY UNIT 

STATIONED NEAR THE VILLAGE. PRELIMINARY FIELD ANALYSIS INDICATES 

THE INFORMATION DOES NOT CORRELATE TO THIS ·CASE. THE TEAM ALSO 

SEARCHED THE LAST KNOWN LOCATION REPORTED IN U.S. RECORDS AND 

FOUND NO EVIDENCE OF A CRASH SITE. THE TEAM RECOMMENDED THE CASE 

BE REINVESTIGATED IN QUYNH PHUONG VILLAGE, NGHE AN PROVINCE, WITH 

PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE REPORTED 

OFFSHORE CRASH IN 1966 AND THE ENTRY IN THE MR IV AIR DEFENSE 

OPERATIONS JOURNAL. 

ON 11 JANUARY 1994, A JOINT TEAM TRAVELED TO QUYNH PHUONG 

VILLAGE, QUYNH LUU DISTRICT, NGHE AN PROVINCE TO CONTINUE THE 
• 

INVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED FOUR WITNESSES 

WHO PROVIDED INFORMATION ON AIRCRAFT INCIDENTS WHICH OCCURRED IN 

THE QUYNH PHUONG AREA. ONE OF THESE INCIDENTS MAY CORRELATE TO 

EI~ER CASE 0462 OR 0465 BASED ON THE GENERAL DATE, TIME FRAME, 

AND LOCATION AS PROVIDED BY THE WITNESSES. HOWEVER, THIS 

INFORMATION COUPLED WITH ANALYSIS OF THE MR IV AIR DEFENSE 

JOURNAL INDICATES THAT THE QUYNH PHUONG VILLAGE INCIDENT MORE 

CLOSELY CORRELATES TO CASE 0462 BASED ON THE DATE AND TIME OF 

ENTRY. NONE OF.THE WITNESSES-PROVIDED ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING 

THE FATE OF THE CREW OF THIS AIRCRAFT. 



CASE 0465-0-01 AND 02 

THE TEAM CONDUCTED AN OVERWATER SURVEY OF THE REPORTED CRASH SITE 

WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. THE TEAM RECOMMENDED RESEARCH OF NGHE AN 

AND THANH HOA PROVINCE NEWSPAPERS FOR THE PERIOD IMMEDIATELY 

FOLLOWING THIS INCIDENT. THE TEAM ALSO RECOMMENDED A SURVEY OF 

THE INLAND CRASH SITE IN QUYNH LAP VILLAGE IDENTIFIED DURING THE 

AUGUST 1992 INVESTIGATION (POSSIBLY RELATED TO CASE 0283). 

FINALLY, THE TEAM RECOMMENDED INTERVIEWING ADDITIONAL FISHERMEN 

IN NGHI SON, HAl THUONG, AND HAl HA VILLAGES, TINH GIA DISTRICT, 

THANH HOA PROVINCE; AND QUYNH LAP, QUYNH LOC, QUYNH PHUONG, QUYNH 
• 

DI, AND QUYNH BANG VILLAGES, QU~NH LUU DISTRICT, NGHE AN 

PROVINCE, TO IDENTIFY INLAND AND OFFSHORE CRASH SITES AND CONFIRM 

THE LOCATIONS OF THESE CRASH SITES. 

ON 19, 20, AND 23 MAY 1994, A JOINT TEAM INVESTIGATED CASE 

0465 IN QUYNH LUU DISTRICT, NGHE AN PROVINCE, AND IN TINH GIA 

DISTRICT, THANH HOA PROVINCE. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED 18 

INDIVIDUALS FROM FIVE VILLAGES IN QUYNH LUU DISTRICT AND THREE 

VILLAGES IN TINH GIA DISTRICT. THE TEAM RECEIVED NO INFORMATION 

CORRELATED TO CASE 0465. THE TEAM WAS UNABLE TO INTERVIEW ANY 

FISHERMEN WHO TRAVERSE THE AREA OF THE REPORTED CRASH SITE(S) OFF 

THE COAST OF QUYNH LUU DISTRICT. 

ON 11 JULY 1994, A JOINT TEAM TRAVELED TO QUYNH LUU DISTRICT, 

NGHE AN PROVINCE TO INTERVIEW FISHERMEN WHO TRAVERSE THE WATERS 

OFF THE COAST OF QUYNH BANG AND QUYNH PHUONG VILLAGES TO 

DETERMINE IF THEY KNOW OF UNDERWATER WRECKAGE IN THE AREA. 

THE TEAM INTERVIEWED 10 FISHERMEN FROM THE TWO VILLAGES. 



CASE 0465-0-01 AND 02 

TWO FISHERMEN KNEW ABOUT AN AREA WHERE FISHING NETS GET SNAGGED. 

MR. LE VAN QUY OF QUYNH BANG VILLAGE REPORTED HIS FISHING NET 

OFTEN GETS SNAGGED AT A LOCATION ABOUT THREE KILOMETERS FRQM 

SHORE BUT HE COULD NOT BE CERTAIN IF IT WAS FROM AIRCRAFT 

WRECKAGE OR FROM ROCKS. MR. CUONG LY OF QUYNH PHUONG VILLAGE, 

REPORTED HIS FISHING NET SOMETIMES GETS SNAGGED AT A LOCATION 

APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE KILOMETERS OFFSHORE BUT HE CANNOT 

CONFIRM THAT UNDERWATER AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE IS RESPONSIBLE. THE 

TEAM RECOMMENDED A JOINT TEAM CONDUCT AN UNDERWATER SURVEY OF THE 

TWO LOCATIONS TO DETERMINE IF THERE IS AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE AT THE 

SITE. 

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

NAME: BAUDER, JAMES REGINALD 

RANK: LIEUTENANT COMMANDER, U.S. NAVY 
• 

DATE OF BIRTH: 17 MAY 1931 

RACE: CAUCASIAN 

HEIGHT: 1.88 METERS 

-WEIGHT: 79.3 KILOGRAMS 

HAIR: BROWN 

EYES: BROWN 

NAME: MILLS, JAMES BURTON 

RANK: LIEUTENANT JUNIOR GRADE, U.S. NAVY 

DATE OF BIRTH: 31 AUGUST 1940 



RACE: CAUCASIAN 

HEIGHT: 1.70 METERS 

WEIGHT: 68.9 KILOGRAMS 

HAIR: BROWN 

EYES: BLUE 

CASE 0465-0-01 AND 02 

". 

. , 



JOINT TASKFORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING 
BOX 64044 

CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044 

V\I s6 0465-0-01 va 02 

TaTubngThu(it '-

Ngay 21 tMng 9 nam 1966, Thieu Ta JAMES R. BAUDER va Trung Uy JAMES 

D. MILLS la phi hanh doan tren m(>t may bay chien dau F-4B (s6 hi~u 152973) 

trong m(>t bien d(>i gam co hai chiec. May bay nay mat tich trong nhi~m V\I 

trinh sat vU trang ban dem co ke hO(1ch bay tfr Cll-a Can, gan to(1 d(> WG788266, 

t61 Qu6c 1(> 1 roi di thea Qu6c 1(> 1 den Thach Luyen, gan to(1 d(> WG153358, . 

tinh Thanh Hoa. Vi tri cu6i cling duqc thay tren mim ra-da la gan to(1 d¢ 

WG753266. Phi hanh d01m cua may bay kia khong thay chiec du ho;:i.c nghe 

tin hi~u cap cUu. Cu(>c tim kiem khong co ket qua. 

Trong cu(>c thao lu~n k5' thu~t tMng 5 nam 1991, doan Vi~t Nam cung cap 

nhUng tin tu-c lien quan sau day. Vao ngay 20 tMng 9 nam 1966, dan quan 

xii QuYnh Phuong, huy~n QuYnh LUll, biln rai m(>t chiec may bay. May bay ay rat 

vao cll-a L(lch Con, cung g<;>i la "L(lch Can", each xii Quynh Luong 3. cay s6 

ve pilla bile, each xii QuYnh 4P 7 cay s6 ve pilla nam va. cach QuYnh Phuong 5 

cay s6 ve phia Mc, xii nay Mn rai may bay. May bay chim xu6ng nUDc sau-

khpang 8 ho;:i.c 9 met. M;:i.c du tin tu-c nay co trung hqp vDi V\I 0465, ti~ tu-c 

cung trung hqp v61 V\I 0462 rna xay ra vao ngay 19 thang 9 nam 1966. V\I 

0462 cling la may bay F-4B bi mat trong cung huy~n va trubng hqp gi6ng nhu 

V\I 0465. 

Trong tMng 1 nam 1992, chinh phu Vi~t Nam ban giao m¢t van bim g<;>i la 

"NMt Ky Tac Chien Phong Khong QUaD Khu IV Tfr 1964-1973 Hi Li~u Tham 

Khao." M\lc s6 637 ghi V\I biln rai cua m(>t may bay F-4C vao 20 gia ngay 20 
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thang 9 nam 1966 do dan quan xii QU)mh Phuong. M\lc nay cO the lien quan vOi 

V\J 0462 ho~c 0465. '-

Trong tMng 8 nam 1992, mOt dOi h6n hqp di hai xii QuYnh 14p va Quynh_ 

Phuong, huy~n QU)mh Luu, tinh NgM An, de dieu tra Y\I ban rai may bay do 

dan quan xii QU)mh Phuong. Cvu xii dOi trui'mg cho biet la dan quan duqc cong .' 

nh~n VI xii dOi ban rai hai chiec may bay nhrrng rna dOi dieu tra dii lien 

quan thOng tin nay vOi hai ~ khiic. Xii dOi khong Mn rai may bay naD van 

hai ngay 19-20 1hang 9 nam 1966 va khong biet t(li sau Quan khu ghi vag h6 

so nhu the. Vien chuc· clla xii QU)mh Phuong noi la chua bao gia co dOi dieu 

tra nao (Vi~t ho~c Vi~t-My) van xii de hoi ve nhting truang hqp may bay rai. 

Vaa ngay 29 thang 10 nam 1993, mot dOi h6n hqp di den xii Truong Lam, 

huy~n TInh Gia, tinh Thanh Hoa de dieu tra V\J nay. DOi phOng van ba nhan 

chUng cung cap tin tuc trl!c tiep vI! chiec may bay bj ban rai ban ngay trong 

thiing 6 nam 1966 do dan quan dja phuong va mot don vi bO binh dong gan xii. 

Sl! pMn tich so bO cha biet la tin tuc nay khong lien quan vOi V\J nay. Doi 

cling quan sat vi tri cu6i cling thea h6 so My va khong tim thay dau vet clla­

ch6 may bay rai. DOi de nghj Y\I nay nen dieu tra l(li a xii Quynh Phuong, 

tinh Ngh~ An, va phai de y den tin tuc ve Y\I rai ngaai bien vaa nam 1966 va 

m\lC dong ghi vaa "Nh~t Ky Tac Chien PhOng Khong Quan Khu IV'. 

Vao ngay 11 thang 1 nam 1994, mOt dOi hEm hqp dii di xii QU)mh Phuong, 

huy~n QU)mh Lrru, tinh Ngh~ An de tiep tuc dieu tra V\J nay. DOi nay phong 

van 4 nhiin chUng cung cap thOng tin ve mot 56 V\J may bay rai t~li khu Vl!C xii 

QU)mh Phuong. Trang nhfrng vu nay, co m()t vu co the lien quan voi VI! 0462 

. -
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ha~c V\I 0465 can Clf vaa ngay, thm gian, va vi tn nhu nhUng nhan chUng 

cung cap. Tuy v~y thong tin nay cling vOi sl! phan tich cua "Nh~t Ky Tac· 

Chien PhOng Khong Quan Khu 4 tu nam 1964 - 1973 -- Tai Li~u Tham Khaa" cha 

biet V\I a xii QUYnh Phuong lien quan vOi V\I 0462 hon can cUu thea ngay, 

va thm gian cua m\lC dong nay. Cac nhan chUng nay khong co ai biet ve s6 

ph~n eua phi hanh oaan. D¢i nay oii khaa sat hi~n tnrCmg Mng thuyen nhung 

kh6ng eo ket qua. D¢i oii oe nghj SlIU tam nhUng ta baa eua hai tinh Ngh~ 

An va Thanh Haa in sau khi V\I nay xay ra. D¢i ciing oe nghi khaa sat m¢t 

hi~n tnrCmg tren oat tl.li xii QUYnh Up xac nh~n trong cu¢c oieu tra tMng 8 

nam 1992 (co thE lien quan vOi V\I 0283). Cu6i cling o¢i nay oe nghi phOng 

van m¢t s6 nha oanh ca tl.li nhUng xii Nghi Son, Hai ThUQl1g va Hai Ha, huy~n 

Tinh Gia, tinh Thanh Haa; va nhUng xii QUYnh Up, QUYnh L¢c, QUYnh Phuong, 

QUYnh Di va QUYnh Bang, huy~n QuYnh LJ!U, tinh Ngh~ An oE xac nh~n cac noi 

may bay rai .• 

Vaa ngay 19, 20, va 23 thang 5 nam 1994, m¢t c.t¢i h6n hgp oii oieu 

tra V\I 0465 a huy~n QUYnh LlIU, tinh Ngh~ An, va cr huy~n Tinh Gia, tinh 

ThaIJh Haa. D¢i oii phong van 18 ngum trang 5 xii a huy~n QUYnh Luu va 3 xa 

a huy~n Tinh Gia. D¢i khong nh~n ouqc thong tin gl lien M aen V\I 0465. 

D¢i khong phong van ouqc nhUng ngum olinh ca ma thuCmg oi Il.li nai thOng 

tin baa may bay rai sat ba biEn huy~n QUYnh LlIU. 

Vaa ngay 11 thang 7 nam 1994, m¢t o¢i h6n hgp oi oen huy~n Quynh 

Luu, tinh Ngh~ An oE phong van nhUng ngum oanh ca rna thuCmg di Il.li 

ngaai khai cua xa Quynh Bang va QUYnh Phuong de xac dinh cai neu ho c6 biet 

-
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ch6 nao c6 xac may bay. D(>i dii phc'mg van 10 nguOi danh ca a hai xii. C6 

hai nguOi danh ea biet khu VlfC ngoai bien rna luai ea bi vuang. Ong U Viiri" 

Quy a xii QUYnh Bang cho bier la luDi ea cua ang !a nhieu Inc bi vuong a_ 

mot dja diem each bU bien khoi'mg ba cay s6 nhung bng khbng bier cMc vuang 

VI xac may bay ho(jc da. Ong Cubng Ly a xii QUYnh Phuong cho bier la luai ea 

cua ang ta vai Inc bi vuang a m(>t dja diem each ba bien khoi'mg b6n hO(jc 

nam cay s6 nhung ang khang x~c djnh dugc xac may bay a dum nuac lam vuong. 

D(>i dii de nghj m(>t d(>i h6n hgp di khao sa! hai dia diem a du6i nu6~ de 

xac djnh xem c6 xac may bay a d6 khong. 

Sau day la nhling chi tiet lien quan: 

HQ va ten: BAUDER, JAMES REGINALD 

cap b~c: Thieu Ta, Hai Qufm My 

Ngay sinh: 17 tMng 5 nam 1931 

Chung t(>c: Da tril.ng 

Chieu cao: 1 thu6c 88 

can n(jng: 79 ki 3 

Mau t6c: Nau 

Mau mil.t: Nau 

Ho va ten: MILLS, JAMES BURTON 

cap bflc: Trung Uy, Hi'li Quan My 

Ngily sinh: 31 th;mg 8 n:ml 1940 

Chung t(>c: Da tri1ng 



Chieu cao: 1 thlIoe 70 

can ni).ng: 68 ki 9 

Mall t6e: Nall 

MllU mAt: Xanh 

- 5 -

V\I 0465-0-01 va 02 

"-

"-




