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POWs/MIAs ‘
not forgotten
' Marshall woman still searéhiﬁg |
for answers about missing husband

o

MICHAEL J. MIGA '
News Messenger

. MARSHALL — Twenly six
and a half years since Jim Lewis
was shot down over northern
Laos _have. not diminished his
wife Barbara's hopes and dreams
of some day finding the answers
to his disappearance.

Lewis, 35 at  ~
the time, was .
piloting a B-57
bomber when
he went down
on April 7,
1965, during
the height of
the U.S. esca-
lation of the
Yiet Nam war.

progress has recently been made .
in negotiations with-the govern-
ments of Southeast Asia. i
/A board member of the :
National League of Families, .
Lewis said one of the’ most ™
promising recent development
- has been the establishment: of
POW-MIA office in Hanoi, =
A comforting thought to Lewis :
4 | is the fact that the
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JEYREMEMBER — Barbara Lewis of Marshall looks over

ot her husband, Air Force 1st Lt. James W. Lewis,

Wwntover northern Laos on April 7, 1965. See relat-
hd:photo on page 5A. (PhotoMiga)
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band. James W. Lewis -

Y missing in action ald G. Cuwir, The photo was pub-
. She even B

had the opportunity to speak with
an’ official of the Laotian. gov-
emment, but after the two-week’
trip she came back with more
guestions than answers.

“I'd like to go back again,”
said Lewis. ‘

Friday was National POW-
MIA Recognition Day, and the
Pentagon announced that it wouid
be assigning 250 more person-
nel toward resolving the POW-
MIA issue.

lLewis wclcomed the
announcement, saying that

‘the POW-MIA issue, Lewis said

R it someone knew the
, Despite the new willingne wh- and. could give
the governments of - southe S

Asia to cooperate in resolving

qtion. L
jovemment to gov-
iations have recent-
lise, Lewis said she
now; what to think of the
' i‘iotos‘ that have come

she's ‘only seen one report: th
had anything to do with her hus-
band. SN

The item was in the formof
a news brief from a.Memphi
newspaper of a report: originats
ing in Tokyo that said an Amer-
ican plane was shot down :on
April 7, 1965. . .o

Lewis, who said her husband’s
plane was the only one shot down

f the ‘photos seemed
ne_taken. of 'a man

3 gehmycapt Don-

lished in Friday’s issue of the---=
News Messenger.

Despite the question of the
photos’ reliability, Lewis said
their dissemination has at least
caused the POW-MIA issue to
“wake pcople up.”

Lewis is involved in ongoing
cflorts (o keep bring the POW-
MIA issue to the forefront of
America’s consciousness. On Fri-
day, she gave a number of pre-
sentations to students -at Sam
Houston Middle School,

Please see MIA, 3A
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time 'I talk to them about (his

the U.S. and has made conces-
sions only when public interest
in the POW-MIA. issuc has been
high. .
ju the meantime, Lewis will
continue to travel to Washington
for repular board mecting,r‘; of the
National League of Familics, and
hope and pray that she and other
familics may finally discover
word about their loved ones.

Very few students were awarc
of American servicemen missitig
in action, but she said most adults
are likewise ill-informed on the
issue. .

“I’m always amazing how lit-
tle people know — it sccis itke
I have“to go through a re-cdu-
cation program with people cvery

(issue),¥ she said. _

But public awareness, she said,
is the key to the resolution of
Americans missing in action.

“We need to pressure the U.S.
government to do everything they
can to pressure the governnicnts
of Viet Nam, Cambodia and
Laos,” she said.

According to Lewis. thc gov-
emment of Vietnam has always
been attuned to public opinion
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