DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE MILITARY PERSONNEL CENTER
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE TEXAS

HQ AFMPC/DPMCB
550 C Street West, Suite 15 7 MAR 15
Randolph AFB TX 78150-4717 .

Mrs. Neil L. Huard
8655-A S.W. 95th Street
Ocala FL 34481

Dear Mrs. Huard

The attached Special Remains Team Report, which we received from the Joint
Tast Force-Full Accounting (JTF-FA), is forwarded for your information.

Although a joint U.S./Socialist Republic of Vienam Team investigated the case of
your son, Captain James L. Huard, they were unsuccessful in finding material evidence
which would warrant further investigation. The notification you received on 14 March
1995, by Ms. Bonny St. Clair of Air Force Mortuary Services, was prompted by this
report. We will apprise you of any additional information we receive as quickly as

possible.

We are furnishing this information in keeping with our policy of providing
everything we receive which may relate to your son's case. If you have any questions
regarding this report, please contact us on our toll-free telephone line (800-531-5501).

Sincerely

(o 5wk

CYNTHIA 1. STUNECK, 2d Lt, USAF
Assistant for POW/MIA Matters
Missing Persons & Inquiries Division

Attachment:
JTF-FA/J24 Ltr, Ser: 247,
22 Nov 94 w/Enclosure



JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BOX 64044
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044
J24
1771
Ser: 247
22 Nov 94
To: Headgquarters, Air Force Military Personnel Center

Attn: DPMCE, Randclph AFB, TX 78150-6001

Subj: SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT
ASSOCIATED WITH REFNC 1898

Encl: (1) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J2//151002Z NOV 94 (2 Copies)

1. Enclosure (1) is provided for release to the next of kin of
JAMES L. HUARD and SAMUEL O'DONNELL, JR.(REFNO 1898-0-01 and 02}.

2. The JTF-FA has sanitized the enclosed report by deleting U.S.
personnel names per Executive Order 12812, 22 Jul %2, and Title
5, U.S. Code 552a (Privacy Act). 1In no instance has substantive

material been removed. ‘
7
(C%é¢¢éz}£?3422444“h“~

CHARLES R. MARINEAU,
By direction

Copy to:
DPFMO-RD (w/0 encl)
REFNO FILE
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NARRATIVE MESSAGE ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE

ROUTINE
R 151002Z NOV 94 ZYB

FM CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J2//

TO SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//USDP:ISA/DPMO//

INFO WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/EAP/VLC/CCS/0CS//

CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG//

DIA WASHINGTON DC

JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//JS//

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J330-M//

USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//

CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//

BT
UNCLAS //NO3460//

MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR JTF-FA/J26//

SUBJ/SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM (SRT) FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT OF
CASE 1898//

REF/A/RMG/CJTFFA DET ONE/0720032JUL92//
REF/B/RMG/CJITFFA DET ONE/0111442JUN93//
REF/C/DOC/SRV/UNDATED/ /
REF/D/DOC/SRV/UNDATED/ / .
REF/E/DOC/ SRV /UNDATED/ / .
REF/F/RMG/CDR JTF-FA/28070220CT93//
REF/G/RMG/CDR JTF-FA/1611022ZMAR94//
REF/H/RMG/CDR JCRC/182202ZSEP91//
REF/I/MEMO/JTF-FA/10AUG93//

REF/J /MEMO/SRV MFA/O1SEP93//
REF/K/LTR/SRV MFA/10DEC93//

NARR/REF A IS THE FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT OF CASE 1898
CONDUCTED DURING THE 17TH JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY (APR-MAY 92). REF
B IS THE FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT OF CASE 1898 CONDUCTED DURING
THE 23RD JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY (APR-MAY 93). REF C IS AN UNDATED,
HANDWRITTEN, VIETNAMESE DOCUMENT, ENTITLED, "MILITARY REGION 4
AIR DEFENSE OPERATIONS JOURNAL, 1964-1973,' REFERENCE DOCUMENT."
THE MILITARY REGION 4 (MR4) MILITARY COMMAND PREPARED THE
DOCUMENT. IT IS THE MR4 MILITARY COMMAND’S RECORD OF U.S.
AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN BY MR4 UNITS FROM 1964 TO 1973. VIETNAMESE
AUTHORITIES PASSED A COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT TO U.S. OFFICIALS IN
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FE: 92. REF D IS AN UNDATED LIST THE VIETNAMESE PROVIDED ON 21
JUZY 1991 ENTITLED, "REGISTER OF AMERICAN AIR PIRATES WHOSE

BOJIES DISINTEGRATED IN MILITARY REGION IV." REF E IS AN

UNZATED, UNTITLED, VIETNAMESE DOCUMENT, THAT CONTAINS 45 ENTRIES
TEAT IDENTIFY AMERICANS, IN MOST INSTANCES BY NAME, WHO WERE
KILLED IN QUANG BINH PROVINCE, BETWEEN 1965 AND 1972. ANALYSTS
REFER TO IT AS THE "REGISTER OF U.S. GRAVES IN QUANG BINH
PROVINCE." VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES PASSED A COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT
TO U.S5. OFFICIALS ON 17 DEC 92. REF F IS AN ANALYSIS OF REF D,
ABOVE, A VIETNAMESE DOCUMENT REFERRED TO AS THE "REGISTER OF U.S.
GRAVES IN QUANG BINH PROVINCE." REF G IS AN ANALYSIS OF QUANG BINH
BURIAL DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING A DOCUMENT REFERRED TO AS THE "REGISTER
OF U.S5. GRAVES IN QUANG BINH PROVINCE (REF D, ABOVE)." THIS ANALYSIS
INCLUDES AN ASSESSMENT OF INTERVIEWS WITH THREE FORMER MR4 OFFICERS
WHO HELPED PREPARE RECORDS OF VIETNAMESE UNILATERAL EFFORTS TO
RECOVER REMAINS OF AMERICANS WHO WERE KILLED IN QUANG BINH
PROVINCE. REF H CONTAINS A TRANSLATION AND ANALYSIS OF A BO

TRACH DISTRICT DOCUMENT OF WARTIME STATISTICAL INFORMATION. REF

I OUTLINES 84 CASES THAT THE U.S. HOPED MIGHT YIELD INFORMATION

ON THE DISPOSITION OF REMAINS., REF J IS THE 1 SEP 93 VIETNAMESE
RESPONSE TO A MID-AUG 93 U.S. REQUEST FOR. INFORMATION ABOUT THE

84 CASES ASSIGNED TO THE SRT. THIS VIETNAMESE RESPONSE AND ITS
NINE ENCLOSURES TRANSMITTED SUMMARIES OF THE VIETNAMESE OFFICE

FOR SEEKING MISSING PERSON’S (VNOSMP’S} UNILATERAL ACTIONS
REGARDING THE 84 CASES. VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES PASSED THIS
DOCUMENT AND ENCLOSURES TO U.S. OFFICIALS IN SEP 93. ENCLOSURE 3
CCNTAINED INFORMATION ABOUT CASE 1898. REF K IS THE 10 DEC 93
VIETNAMESE RESPONSE TO A 31 AUG 93 U.S. REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
ABOUT THE 84 CASES ASSIGNED TO THE SRT. THIS VIETNAMESE RESPONSE
AND ITS SIX ENCLOSURES TRANSMITTED SUMMARIES OF THE VNOSMP’S
UNILATERAL ACTIONS REGARDING THE 84 CASES. THIS DOCUMENT AND
ENCLLOSURES EXPAND ON THE DATA IN THE 1 SEP 93 VIETNAMESE RESPONSE
TO AN EARLIER REQUEST (REF J, ABOVE). ENCLOSURE 3 CONTAINED
INKFORMATION ABOUT CASE 1898. THIS REPORT IS BASED ON FIELD
ANALYSIS ALONE AND IS NOT INTENDED TO PROVIDE FINAL ANALYTICAL

CONCLUSIONS. //

RMKS/1. SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION:

A. RECOMMENDATION: THE PREPONDERANCE OF EVIDENCE
INDICATES THAT VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES HAVE RETURNED ALL
RECOVERABLE REMAINS OF CAPTAIN O’DONNELL AND LIEUTENANT HUARD.
ADDITIONAL REMAINS ARE NOT RECOVERABLE.

B. SUMMARY: THE JOINT SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM (SRT)
INVESTIGATED CASE 1898 ON 17, 20, AND 24 OCTOBER 19%94. THE
OBJECTIVE OF THE INVESTIGATION WAS TO DETERMINE WHETHER
ADDITIONAL REMAINS OF THE TWO UNACCOUNTED FOR INDIVIDUALS IN THIS
CASE ARE RECOVERABLE. THE SRT INTERVIEWED EIGHT WITNESSES WHILE
INVESTIGATING THIS CASE. THE PREPONDERANCE OF INFORMATION
INDICATES BOTH PILOTS IN THIS CASE WERE KILLED WHEN THEIR
AIRCRAFT CRASHED, AND THAT THEY WERE BURIED NEAR THE CUA NGHE
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RESERVOIR. THE VIETNAMESE UNILATERALLY RECOVERED THE REMAINS
FROM THIS SITE IN 1976. (ON 15 DECEMBER 1988 THE GOVERNMENT OF
VIETNAM RETURNED CAPTAIN O’/DONNELL‘’S AND LIEUTENANT HUARD' S
MILITARY IDENTIFICATION CARDS AND TWO SETS OF PARTIAL REMAINS.
THE REMAINS DID NOT CONTAIN SUFFICIENT MATERIAL TO SUPPORT A

FORENSIC IDENTIFICATION.)

2. BACKGROUND:
A. CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS: CAPTAIN SAMUEL O/DONNELL AND

LIEUTENANT JAMES HUARD BECAME UNACCOUNTED FOR WHEN THEIR F-4E
AIRCRAFT WAS LOST DURING A MISSION TO ATTACK THE QUANG KHE FERRY
AT GRID COORDINATE 48Q XE 572 574 ON 12 JULY 1972. AT 0730, AN
AIRBORNE CONTROLLER DIRECTED THEM TO ATTACK THE TARGET. THIS WAS
THE LAST TIME THEY WERE HEARD FROM. SEARCH AND RESCUE EFFORTS
CONTINUED UNTIL 15 JULY, WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. A HANOI DOMESTIC
RADIO BROADCAST ON 12 JULY 1972 REPORTED AN RF-4 WAS SHOT DOWN
OVER QUANG BINH ON THAT DATE.

B. PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS/SURVEYS/ARCHIVAL RESFARCH.

(1) A JOINT TEAM INVESTIGATED CASE 1898 IN HA TRACH
VILLAGE, BO TRACH DISTRICT, QUANG BINH PROVINCE DURING THE 17TH
JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY (JFA) {APR-MAY 93) (REF A). THEY
INTERVIEWED THREE WITNESSES WHO GAVE ACCOUNTS CORRELATING TO THIS
CASE. THE WITNESSES CLAIMED THAT ONE MORNING IN THE SUMMER OF
1972, AN F-4 WAS SHOT DOWN AND CRASHED IN THE CUA NGHE RESERVOIR.
BOTH PILOTS DIED IN THE CRASH, AND HAD BEEN ALMOST COMPLETELY
DECAPITATED. LOCAL VILLAGERS TOOK SOME PERSONAL EFFECTS. THEY
HANDED OVER THE REMAINDER TO VILLAGE AUTHORITIES, WHO IN TURN
GAVE THEM TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES. BOTH BODIES WERE IMMEDIATELY
BURIED IN SEPARATE GRAVES NEARBY. SOME THREE YEARS LATER,
DISTRICT OFFICIALS DIRECTED THE VILLAGE TO RECOVER THESE REMAINS,
HOWEVER, WHEN THEY ATTEMPTED TO DO S0, THEY FOUND NOTHING. THEY
ASSUMED THAT FLOOD WATERS WASHED AWAY .THE REMAINS WHEN THE LEVY
BROKE AND FLOODED THE AREA IN THE PREV.IOUS YEAR. LOCAL
INHABITANTS SCAVENGED MOST OF THE WRECKAGE AT THE CRASH SITE.
AFTER VISITING THE ALLEGED BURIAL SITE, U.S. TEAM MEMBERS WERE
HIGHLY SKEPTICAL OF THE STORY ABOUT FLOOD WATERS HAVING WASHED
AWAY THE REMAINS.

(2) A JOINT TEAM REINVESTIGATED CASE 1898 IN HA TRACH
VILLAGE DURING THE 23RD JFA (APR-MAY 93) (REF B). THEY
INTERVIEWED ONE NEW WITNESSES AND RE-INTERVIEWED ONE FROM THE
17TH JFA WHO CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN AN F-4 CRASH IN THE CUA NGHE
RESERVOIR, AT GRID COORDINATE 48Q XE 5085 5652, IN 1971 OR 1972.
THE WITNESSES SAID THAT BOTH PILOTS HAD BEEN DECAPITATED IN THE
CRASH, AND WERE BURIED AT APPROXIMATELY 48Q XE 5099 5662.
HOWEVER, THE WITNESSES CHANGED THEIR PREVIOUS STORY ABOUT FLOODS
HAVING DESTROYED THE BURIAL SITE, AND NOW CLAIMED THAT A DISTRICT
TEAM EXHUMED THIS SITE IN 1976 OR 1977 AND TOOK THE REMAINS TO
DONG TRACH VILLAGE, BO TRACH DISTRICT. AT THE HOME OF ONE OF THE
WITNESSES, THE TEAM OBSERVED WHAT APPEARED TO BE JET ENGINE
WRECKAGE THAT HE CLAIMED TO HAVE TAKEN FROM THE CRASH SITE. THEY
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DID NOT FIND ANY IDENTIFIABLE MARKINGS ON THE OBJECTS. THE
ALLEGED BURIAL SITE APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN EXCAVATED PREVIOUSLY.

(3) ENTRY NUMBER 1675 IN THE "MILITARY REGION 4 AIR
CEFENSE OPERATIONS JOURNAL" (REF C; CORRELATES TO CASE 1898.
PARAPHRASED IN ENGLISH, THE ENTRY NOTES THAT REGIMENT 214,
LOCATED AT GIANH, SHOT DOWN AN RF-4 CONDUCTING AN AIR STRIKE AT
0702 ON 12 JULY 1972, THAT THE AIRCRAFT CRASHED ON THE SPOT AT HA
TRACH VILLAGE, AND THAT TWO AIRCREW'MEMBERS DIED.

(4) ENTRY NUMBERS 24 AND 25 IN THE "LIST OF AMERICAN AIR
PIRATES WHOSE BODIES DISINTEGRATED IN MILITARY REGION 4" (REF D)
CORRELATE TO CASE 1898. THE ENTRIES RECORD BOTH PILOT’S FULL
NAMES, DATES OF BIRTH, AIRCRAFT TYPE, SERIAL NUMBERS, MISSION
DATE, LOSS LOCATION (HA TRACH VILLAGE, BO TRACH DISTRICT), AND
RANK (FIELD COMMENT: CAPTAIN O’DONNELL’S RANK IS LISTED USING AN
ABBREVIATION THAT EQUATES TC "CAPTAIN,"™ AND LT HUARD’S EQUATES TO
"JUNIOR LIEUTENANT"). BOTH ENTRIES ARE ANNOTATED “HAVE
IDENTIFICATION CARD" UNDER THE HEADING FOR "REMARKS."

(5) ENTRY NUMBERS 21 AND 22 IN THE "REGISTER OF U.s.
GRAVES IN QUANG BINH PROVINCE" (REF’S E, F, AND G) CORRELATE TO
CASE 1898. THE ENTRIES CONTAIN THE SAME PERSONAL INFORMATION AS
THE DOCUMENT IN REF D, ABOVE, WITH THE EXCEPTICNS OF GIVING THEIR
RANKS AS "CAPT" AND "i1LT," AND LISTING AN INCORRECT YEAR OF BIRTH
FOR CAPTAIN O’DONNELL (1945 VICE 1943). THESE ENTRIES ALSO
RECORD THE BURIAL LOCATION AS HA TRACH VILLAGE. THEY DO NOT

MENTION IDENTIFICATION CARDS.
(6) AN ENTRY IN A BO TRACH DISTRICT DOCUMENT OF WARTIME

STATISTICAL DATA (REF H) CORRELATES TO CASE 1898. THE ENTRY

STATES THAT THANH TRACH VILLAGE MILITIA AND THE 224TH REGIMENT

SHOT DOWN AN RF-4C, WHICH CRASHED IN CHUA LAKE (SIC), (FIELD COMMENT:
PROBABLY CUA NGHE LAKE), HA TRACH VILLAGE ON 19 JULY 1972. BOTH CREW
MEMBERS ARE LISTED AS DEAD. U.S. RECORDS INDICATE THAT CASE 1898 WAS
THE ONLY AIRCRAFT LOSS NEAR BO TRACH DISTRICT DURING JULY 1972.

(7) IN MID-AUG 93, U.S. OFFICIALS ASKED VIETNAMESE
AUTHORITIES FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE 84 CASES ASSIGNED TO THE
SRT. 1IN SEP 93, THE VNOSMP RESPONDED WITH A MEMORANDUM AND NINE
ENCLOSURES THAT SUMMARIZED THE VNOSMP’S UNILATERAL ACTIONS
REGARDING THE B84 CASES. ENCLOSURE 3 CONTAINED DATA ABOUT CASE
1898. ENCLOSURE 3 ENTITLED, "LIST OF DECEASED AMERICAN PILOTS
WHO WERE BURIED AND WHOSE REMAINS NEED TO BE FOUND," SUMMARIZES
VIETNAMESE INVESTIGATIONS OF 46 AMERICANS (39 CASES) WHOSE NAMES
U.S. ANALYSTS FOUND IN VIETNAMESE LISTS OF AMERICAN PILOTS WHO
DIED AND WERE BURIED, BUT WHOSE REMAINS HAVE NOT YET BEEN
REPATRIATED. ENTRY 37 IN ENCLOSURE 3 CITES THE FULL NAMES OF
CAPTAIN O‘DONNELL AND LIEUTENANT HUARD, AND NOTES THAT THE
REMAINS OF BOTH MEN WERE REPATRIATED ON 15 DECEMBER 1988. (REF J)

(8) ON 31 AUG 93, U.S. OFFICIALS ASKED VIETNAMESE
AUTHORITIES FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THEIR UNILATERAL
ACTIONS TO RESOLVE THE 84 CASES ASSIGNED TO THE SRT. ON 10 DEC
93, THE VNOSMP RESPONDED WITH A LETTER AND SIX ENCLOSURES THAT
SUMMARIZED THE VNOSMP’S UNILATERAL ACTIONS REGARDING THE 84
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CASES. ENCLOSURE 2 ENTITLED, "“LIST OF DECEASED AMERICAN PILOTS
WHC WERE BURIEL AND WHOSE REMAINS NEED TO BE FOUND," SUMMARIZES
VIETHNAMESE INVESTIGATIONS QF 46 AMERICANS (39 CASES! U.S.
ANALYSTS FOUND IN VIETNAMESE LISTS OF AMERICAN PILOTS WHO DIED
AND WERE BURIED, EUT WHOSE REMAINS HAVE NOT YET BEEN REPATRIATED.
PARAFHRASED IN ENGLISH, ENTRY 34 IN ENCLOSURE 3 CONTAINS THE
FOLLOWING DATA ABOUT CASE 1898: "CASE 1898 ODONELL (SIC}, SAMUEL
JR. AND HUARD, JAMES L.: SHOT DOWN IN QUANG BINH PROVINCE ON 12
JULY 1972. THE VIETNAMESE SIDE INVESTIGATED (THIS CASE}. (THE
VIETNAMESE SIDE) RECOVERED BOTH REMAINS AND REPATRIATED TO THE
U.S. SIDE ON 15 DECEMBER 1988, IN BOXES 11 AND 12." (REF K.)

3. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION:
A. IN AUG 93, U.S. AND SRV OFFICIALS AGREED TO INVESTIGATE

84 CASES THAT U.S. OFFICIALS HOPED MIGHT YIELD INFORMATION ON THE
DISPOSITION OF REMAINS (REF I). SUBSEQUENTLY, THE SRT WAS
ESTABLISHED AND TASKED TO INVESTIGATE THESE CASES. ON 17, 20, AND
242 OCT 94, THE SRT INVESTIGATED CASE 1898.

(1} U.S. CONTINGENT:
Cw: WSS (TEAM LEADER)

TSCT NS (ANALYST/LINGUIST)
SSC NS (MEMORIAL AFFAIRS)

{2) VIETNAMESE CONTINGENT:
PHAM CONG KHOI (PHAMJ COONG KHOOI), MINISTRY OF

DEFENSE
PHAN THANH NHA (PHAN THANH NHAX), MINISTRY OF

INTERIOR

L. ON 17 OCT 94, THE SRT RE-INTERVIEWED THREE WITNESSES IN
HA TRACH VILLAGE, BO TRACH DISTRICT, QUANG BINH PROVINCE. JOINT
TEAMS INTERVIEWED THESE WITNESSES PREVIOUSLY DURING THE 17TH AND
23RD JFAS.
(1) MR. NGUYEN KHAC MAI (NGUYEENX KHAWCS MAIX), IS A 65
YOA RETIRED HA TRACH MILITIA COMMANDER. MR. MAI HAD DIFFICULTY
RECALLING THE YEAR OF THE EVENT. HOWEVER, AFTER SOME DISCUSSION
WITH THE OTHER WITNESSES, HE AGREED IT HAD BEEN IN 1972. AT 0900
ONE DAY OF THE 5TH LUNAR MONTH (11 JUN - 11 JUL 72), LOCAL
MILITIA FORCES SHCT DOWN AN RF-4. THE AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN CUA
NGHE LAKE (HOOF CWAR NGHE). MR. MAI WENT IMMEDIATELY TO THE
CRASH SITE WHERE HE SAW THE BODIES OF TWO DEAD PILOTS. HE
DIRECTED THE BURIAL OF THE BODIES IN SEPARATE GRAVES, BUT DOES
NOT RECALL THE NAMES OF ANYONE ELSE PRESENT AT THE TIME. AT THE
TIME OF BURIAL, HE RECALLS THAT ONE PILOT WAS MISSING THE HEAD
AND ONE ARM, WHILE THE OTHER BODY WAS MISSING ONLY A LEG. SOME
TIME AROUND 1976 A DISTRICT TEAM RECOVERED THESE REMAINS. FROM
THE DISTRICT TEAM, MR. MAI RECALLED THE NAMES OF MR. TRI (PHAM
VAN TRI, REFERENCED IN THE 23RD JFA’S REPORT AS A FORMER DISTRICT
MILITARY COMMANDER, IS NOW DECEASED), MR. LAM (INTERVIEWED
BELCW), AND MR. DANG WHO IS NOW DECEASED. MR. MAI PARTICIPATED
IN THE EXHUMATION. HE STATES THAT AT THE TIME OF EXHUMATION, THE
REMAINS OF THE DECAPITATED PILOT CONSISTED OF ABOUT TWO KILOGRAMS
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OF BROKEN UP BONES, AND THOSE OF THE OTHER PILOT ABOUT THREE
KILOGRAMS. THE REMAINS OF THE SECOND PILOT WERE ALSC BROKEN UP,
BUT INCLUDED SKULL FRAGMENTS AND SOME TEETH. HE DID NOT KNOW
WHAT HAPPENED TO THE REMAINS AFTER THE DISTRICT TEAM TOOK THEM
AWAY.,

(2) MR. NGUYEN DANH HUU (NGUYEENX ZANH HWU), ALIAS NGUYEN
VAN HUU (NGUYEENX VAWN HWU), STATED HE IS A 70 YOA RETIRED
VILLAGE DEPUTY PUBLIC SECURITY OFFICER. DURING THE 23RD JFA, HE
DID NOT MENTION HIS CURRENT ALIAS, CLAIMED TO BE 59 YOA (IN
1993), AND SAID HE WAS A FORMER VILLAGE MILITIA COMMANDER. WHEN
THE SRT ASKED IF HE HAD BEEN A MILITIA COMMANDER DURING THE WAR,
HE SAID HE HAD NOT. MR HUU ALSO EARLIER CLAIMED TO HAVE
PARTICIPATED IN THE ORIGINAL BURIAL AND LATER EXHUMATION OF THE
PILOTS IN THIS INCIDENT, BUT NOW SAYS HE WAS NOT INVOLVED IN
EITHER. HE CLAIMS HE KNEW OF THE DETAILS BECAUSE OF HIS POSITICN
IN PUBLIC SECURITY. HE CLAIMS THAT HIS JOB ENTAILED REPORTING
SUCH EVENTS TO DISTRICT AUTHORITIES. MOREOVER, HE STATED HIS
AGREEMENT WITH THE PREVIOUS WITNESSES STATEMENT, AND HAD NOTHING
TC ADD.
(3} LUU VAN DA (LWU VAWN DAS), 70, YOA AND RETIRED, WAS
THE HA TRACH VILLAGE MILITIA CHIEF FROM 1964-74. HE GAVE THE
SAME DETAILS OF THE INCIDENT MR. MAI GAVE. HE ADDED THAT 12.7MM
AAA FIRED ON THE AIRCRAFT, AND THAT THE AIRCRAFT BURNED FOR ABOUT
10 MINUTES AFTER CRASHING IN THE WATER OF CUA NGHE LAKE. HE WENT
WITH MR. MAI TO THE SITE, AND STATED THAT SEVERAL AIRCRAFT
CONTINUED TO OVERFLY THE AREA FOR SOME TIME. WHEN THE AIRCRAFT
DEPARTED, THE TWO MEN BURIED THE BODIES OF THE AIRCREW. HE
BELIEVES A DISTRICT TEAM THAT ARRIVED SHORTLY AFTER THE CRASH
TOOK ANY PERSONAL EFFECTS OR IDENTIFICATION. MR. DA DESCRIBED
THE REMAINS IDENTICALLY AS MR. MAI HAD. THEIR DESCRIPTIONS OF
THE REMAINS, BOTH AT THE TIME OF BURIAL AND AT THE 1976 DISTRICT
EXHUMATION, WAS CONSISTENT. HOWEVER, THEY BOTH CAUTIONED THAT
THE ESTIMATED WEIGHT OF THE REMAINS WAS MERELY A GUESS, AS THEY
DID NOT ACTUALLY WEIGH THEM. MR. DA BELIEVES WATER HAD SEEPED
INTO THE BURIAL SITES AND SPEEDED THE DETERICRATION OF THE
REMAINS. HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO THE REMAINS AFTER THE
DISTRICT TEAM TOOK THEM. MR. DA DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE
EXHUMATION, BUT WAS PRESENT AT THE TIME. HE STATED THAT MR. MAI
AND MR. NGUYEN VAN LOC, THE DEPUTY VILLAGE MILITIA COMMANDER,
EXHUMED THE REMAINS.

C. ON 20 OCT 94, THE SRT INTERVIEWED TWO FORMER BO TRACH
DISTRICT OFFICIALS IN DONG HOI CONCERNING UNILATERAL ATTEMPTS TO
RECOVER THE REMAINS OF U.S. PERSONNEL IN THE DISTRICT.

(1) MR. HOANG MINH TA (HOANG MINH TAR) IS A 65 YOA
RETIRED FORMER POLITICAL OFFICER OF BO TRACH DISTRICT. HE WORKED
ON THE DISTRICT TEAM FROM 1964 UNTIL 1974, WHEN HE TRANSFERRED TO
A POSITION AT THE PROVINCE LEVEL. MR. TA TOLD THE SRT THAT HE
WAS AWARE OF THE BO TRACH DISTRICT EFFORT TO RECOVER REMAINS OF
U.S. SERVICEMEN, BUT HE WAS NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVED, HAVING
DELEGATED RESPONSIBILITY TO MR. NGUYEN DONG (NGUYEENX DOONGR).
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HOWEVER, HE HAD HEARSAY INFORMATION THAT MR. DONG’S EFFORTS HAD
RECOVERED A TOTAL OF 12 REMAINS, WHICH WERE HANDED OVER TO THE
PROVINCE. HE RECALLED TWO OTHER DISTRICT OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN
RECOVERING U.S. REMAINS AS WELL AS MAINTAINING WARTIME
STATISTICAL RECORDS. HOWEVER, BOTH ARE NOW DECEASED ({PHAM NGOC
DANG AND LE QUANG VINH) .

(2) MR. NGUYEN NGOC LAM (NGUYEENX NGOCJ LAM) IS A 58 YOA
RETIRED BO TRACH DISTRICT DEPUTY COMMANDER. HE WORKED AT THE
DISTRICT LEVEL FROM 1966 UNTIL 1983. MR. LAM TOLD THE SRT THAT
AROUND 1975 THE PROVINCE INSTRUCTED BO TRACH OFFICIALS TO ATTEMPT
TO RECOVER THE REMAINS OF U.S. SERVICEMEN BURIED THERE. THIS
EFFORT ACTUALLY BEGAN IN 1976, AFTER THE WAR. THE DISTRICT
FORMED A FIVE-MAN RECOVERY TEAM. MR. HO HUU KE (HOOF HWU KEF)
LED THE TEAM THAT WAS COMPRISED OF MR. NGO VAN TAN {(NGOO VAWN
TAANF), MR. NGUYEN CAN (NGUYEENX CAN), AND TWO OTHERS WHO ARE NOW
DECEASED. OVERSEEING THIS EFFORT AT THE DISTRICT LEVEL WAS MR.
NGUYEN DONG (NGUYEENX DOONGR), AND AT THE PROVINCE LEVEL MR.
HOANG HUU TRACH (HOANGF HWU TRACHJ). MR. LAM WAS NOT DIRECTLY
INVOLVED IN THE RECOVERY, BUT HEARD THAT THE TEAM RECOVERED SEVEN
SETS OF REMAINS, OF WHICH ONE CAME FROM SON TRACH VILLAGE, AND
TWO OTHERS CAME FROM THE VILLAGE(S) OF BAC TRACH, THANH TRACH, MY
TRACH, AND/OR HA TRACH. ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT PERSONALLY SEE THESE
REMAINS, HE UNDERSTOOD THAT IN MOST CASES, VERY LITTLE REMAINED
BECAUSE THE BODIES HAD BEEN DESTROYED IN THE AIRCRAFT CRASH. ONCE
THE TEAM RECOVERED A SET OF REMAINS, MR. TRACH TOOK CUSTODY OF
THEM ON BEHALF OF THE PROVINCE, AND THEN TOOK THE REMAINS
DIRECTLY FROM THE DISTRICT TO HANOI. ANY PERSONAL EFFECTS OR
IDENTIFICATION MEDIA WOULD ALSO HAVE BEEN TURNED OVER AT THAT
TIME.
D. ON 24 OCT 294 THE SRT INTERVIEWED THREE FORMER BO TRACH
DISTRICT OFFICIALS IN DONG HOI REGARDING THE UNILATERAL RECOVERY
OF U.S. REMAINS IN THE DISTRICT.

(1) MR. NGUYEN DONG (NGUYEENX,DOONGR)} IS A 71 YOA RETIRED
BO TRACH DISTRICT DEPUTY POLITICAL OFFICER. SOMETIME AROUND
1973, QUANG BINH PROVINCE AND MILITARY REGION 4 DIRECTED BO TRACH
TO RECOVER THE REMAINS OF U.S. SERVICEMEN BURIED THERE. OVER A
PERIOD OF ABOUT A YEAR, MR. DONG OVERSAW THIS EFFORT, WHICH
RECOVERED BETWEEN SEVEN AND NINE SETS OF REMAINS. HE COULD NOT
RECALL THE PRECISE NUMBER, AND EXPLAINED THAT THE DISTRICT DID
NOT MAINTAIN ANY WRITTEN RECORDS OF THIS ACTIVITY. HE ALSO DID
NOT RECALL THE EXACT LOCATIONS FROM WHICH THE REMAINS WERE
RECOVERED, EXCEPT THAT ONE SET CAME FROM EACH OF THE VILLAGES OF
BAC TRACH, MY TRACH, AND HA TRACH. HE DID NOT DIRECTLY
PARTICIPATE IN THE RECOVERIES, AND COULD NOT RECALL ANY OF THE
PARTICIPANTS OTHER THAN MESSRS. TAN AND CAN (INTERVIEWED BELOW).
AT THE PROVINCE LEVEL, MR. DONG RECALLED A MR. HAI (LNU) FROM THE
QUANG BINH PROVINCE TEAM WAS INVOLVED IN THE RECOVERY EFFORT.

(2) MR. NGO VAN TAN (NGOO VAWN TAANF) IS A 46 YOA RETIRED
MEMBER OF THE BO TRACH DISTRICT TEAM. HE EXPLAINED THAT THE
DISTRICT SENT REPRESENTATIVES TO LOCATE BURIAL SITES, AND TASKED
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LOCAL PERSONNEL WITH THE EXHUMATION. TIF THEY FOUND REMAINS, THE
PROVINCE OR MILITARY REGION 4 COMMAND SENT A VEHICLE TO COLLECT
THEM. MR. TAN’S JOB WAS TC GO WITH THE VEHICLE AND SAFEGUARD ANY
REMAINS THAT HAD BEEN FOUNC. HE CLEANED THE REMAINS, INCLUDING
REMOVING ANY REMAINING FLESE. HE THEN PLACED EACH SET OF REMAINS
IN A PLASTIC BAG. THEY PLACED THE BAGS IN A LARGE BOX, AND TOOK
THEM TO HANOI BY VEHICLE. MR. TAN SAID THAT THIS WAS THE EXTENT
OF HIS INVOLVEMENT WITH THE REMAINS, AND HE HAD NO INFORMATION
REGARDING IDENTIFICATION OF REMAINS, CONDITION OF REMAINS AT
EXHUMATION, OR BURIAL LOCATIONS,

(3) MR. NGUYEN DUC CAN (NGUYEENX DWCS CAN) IS A 48 YOA
RETIRED MEMBER OF THE BO TRACH DISTRICT TEAM. DURING THE BO
TRACH RECOVERY OF U.S. REMAINS, HE RECOVERED TWO SETS OF REMAINS
AT HA TRACH VILLAGE AND ONE AT BAC TRACH. THE PROVINCE TEAM TQOK
THE REMAINS DIRECTLY TO HANOI. HE DID NOT RECALL THE DATE OF
THIS ACTIVITY. HE STATED THAT AS BEST HE REMEMBERED, ALL THREE
SETS OF REMAINS HE RECOVERED WERE COMPLETE, INCLUDING SKULL.
HOWEVER, HE CLEARLY WAS NOT SURE OF THIS RECOLLECTION. HE KNOWS
OF NO WRITTEN RECORD OF THESE RECOVERIES, AND DID NOT KNOW ANYONE
ELSE INVOLVED OTHER THAN MESSRS. DONG AND TAN.

E. ALL WITNESSES APPEARED TO RESPONG IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD
MANNER. HOWEVER, THE THREE HA TRACH VILLAGERS CHANGED THEIR
STORIES SIGNIFICANTLY FROM WHAT THEY TOLD THE 23RD JFA TEAM., THE
23RD JFA TEAM EXPERIENCED THE SAME DIFFICULTY WITH THESE THREE
WITNESSES WHEN THE WITNESSES GAVE THAT TEAM SIGNIFICANTLY
DIFFERENT STORIES THAN THEY HAD GIVEN THE 17TH JFA TEAM. ALL
WITNESSES STATED THAT THEY HAD DIFFICULTY REMEMBERING DATES, BUT
THEY ASSURED THE SRT THAT THEY WERE QUITE SURE OF THE OTHER
DETAILS SURROUNDING THIS INCIDENT. NONETHELESS, GIVEN THE
HISTORY OF THE THREE HA TRACH VILLAGERS, AND THE DISCREPANCIES
IN THEIR CURRENT ACCOUNT, THEIR RELIABILITY IS QUESTIONABLE.
FURTHER COMMENTS ON THEIR RELIABILITY ARE CONTAINED IN PARA 10.

F. NONE OF THE WITNESSES THE TEAM INTERVIEWED WHILE
INVESTIGATING THIS CASE HAD ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE
POSSIBILITY OF LIVE AMERICANS HELD IN VIETNAM AFTER 1973.

4. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: NONE.

5. SURVEY RESULTS: NONE.

6. RECOMMENDED FUTURE ACTIONS: NONE.

7. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: NONE.

8. AREAS OR CASE FILE INFORMATION NOT INVESTIGATED: NONE.

9. ANALYST COMMENTS:
A. CURRENT INVESTIGATION: .
(1) WHILE INVESTIGATING THIS CASE, THE U.S. CONTINGENT OF

THE SRT REVIEWED ALL AVAILABLE DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE AND
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INTERVIEWED FIVE WITNESSES. TWO OF THE WITNESSES HAD FIRSTHAND
KNOWLEDGE OF CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING CASE 1898. THE TEAM ASKED
EACH PROVINCE AND DISTRICT OFFICIAL AND EACH WITNESS TO DESCRIBE
ANY DOCUMENTS THAT MIGHT YIELD ADDITICNAL DATA ON THIS CASE. NONE
OF THE RESPONDENTS HAD ANY DIRECT KNOWLEDGE OF WARTIME OR CURRENT
DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO U.S. SERVICEMEN KILLED OR CAPTURED DURING
THE WAR.
(2) A JOINT TEAM INTERVIEWED FOUR WITNESSES IN HA TRACH
VILLAGE DURING THE 17TH JFA, INCLUDING MESSRS. MAI AND DA. AT
THAT TIME TEE WITNESSES CLAIMED THAT A FLOOD IN 1974 WASHED AWAY
THE BURIAL SITE CORRELATING TO CASE 1898. THERE IS NO APPARENT
LOGICAL MOTIVATION FOR THEM TO HAVE MADE THIS CLAIM, GIVEN THAT
VIETNAM REPATRIATED REMAINS ALLEGED TO CORRELATE TC THIS SITE IN
1988, ALONG WITH THE MILITARY IDENTIFICATION CARDS OF BOTH
UNACCOUNTED FOR AMERICANS. DURING THE 23RD JFA, THE WITNESSES
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT A BO TRACH DISTRICT TEAM HAD IN FACT RECOVERED
THE REMAINS IN 1976 OR 1977.

(3) FIVE FORMER BO TRACH DISTRICT OFFICIALS THE SRT
INTERVIEWED DURING THE COURSE OF ITS INVESTIGATIONS HAVE GIVEN A
CONSISTENT PICTURE OF HOW THEY EXECUTED THE UNILATERAL RECOVERY
OF U.S. REMAINS. THEY STATE THAT SOME TIME AROUND 1976 THEY
COLLECTED APPROXIMATELY 12 SETS OF REMAINS THROUGHOUT THE
DISTRICT, WHICH WERE PLACED IN SEPARATE PLASTIC BAGS AND
TRANSPORTED DIRECTLY TO HANOI. THIS CONTRADICTS AT LEAST ONE
WITNESS, MR. HUU, WHO SAID THAT THE REMAINS WERE REMOVED TO
ANOTHER VILLAGE WITHIN THE DISTRICT. HOWEVER, THE WEIGHT OF
EVIDENCE IS ON THE SIDE OF THE DISTRICT OFFICIALS, WHO WERE IN A
BETTER POSITION TO KNOW THE DESTINATION OF THE REMAINS THAN MR.

HUU.

(4) A JOINT TEAM INTERVIEWED MR. HUU DURING THE 23RD JFA.
CONSIDERING THE NUMEROUS MAJOR DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THAT
STATEMENT AND WHAT HE TOLD THE SRT, ENUMERATED IN PARA 3B(2), HIS

ACCOUNT IS NOT CREDIBLE. -
(5) JOINT TEAMS HAVE INTERVIEWED MESSRS. MAI AND DA DURING

THE 17TH_JFA, 23RD JFA, AND THE SRT. THEIR ACCOUNTS HAVE BEEN
CONSISTENT WITH EACH OTHER, ALTHOUGH NOT ENTIRELY CONSISTENT FROM
ONE INTERVIEW TO THE NEXT. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT DISCREPANCY HAS
BEEN THEIR DESCRIPTION OF THE CONDITION OF THE REMAINS BEFORE
BURIAL. DURING THE 17TH JFA, THEY SAID THAT BOTH PILOTS HAD LOST
THE UPPER TWO-THIRDS OF THEIR HEADS AND ONE HAD LOST PART OF ONE
ARM. DURING THE 23RD JFA, THEY SAID BOTH PILOTS WERE COMPLETELY
DECAPITATED AND ONE WAS MISSING AN ARM AND A LEG. DURING THE
SRT, THEY SAID ONE PILOT WAS DECAPITATED AND MISSING AN ARM,
WHILE THE OTHER PILOT WAS MISSING ONLY A LEG. THIS DOES NOT
NECESSARILY INDICATE AN EFFORT TO DELIBERATELY MISLEAD. MORE
LIKELY, THESE VARIATIONS ARE A RESULT OF THE ADVANCED AGE OF THE
WITNESSES AND THE PASSAGE OF MORE THAN TWENTY YEARS SINCE THE
EVENT. GIVEN THE WITNESSES’ VAGUE RECOLLECTION OF THE CONDITION
OF THE REMAINS, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THEY CONTAINED NO SKULL OR
TEETH. THIS WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH THE REMAINS VIETNAMESE
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AUTHORITIES REPATRIATED Ik 1988.
B. REVIEW OF VIETNAMESZ DOCUMENTS: THE PREPONDERANCE OF

INFORMATION IN VIETNAMESE DOCUMENTS (REF’S C, D, E, F, G, AND H)
INDICATE THE CASE 1898 AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN THE VICINITY OF THE
SITE THE 17TH JFA, AND THE 23RD JFA INVESTIGATION TEAMS SURVEYED.
THIS LOCATION IS ALSO CONSISTENT WITH U.S. RECORDS ABOUT THIS
INCIDENT. THE DOCUMENTS CJRROBORATE WITNESS STATEMENTS THAT BOTH
PILOTS DIED IN THE CRASH.

C. CONCLUSIONS:
(1) CAPTAIN O‘DONNELL AND LIEUTENANT HUARD DIED WHEN

THEIR AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN CUA NGHE RESERVOIR. RESIDENTS OF HA

TRACH VILLAGE BURIED THEIR BODIES NEARBY.
(2) THEIR BODIES WERE SEVERELY DAMAGED IN THE CRASH AND

THE AMOUNT AND TYPE OF REMAINS BURIED WOULD PROBABLY NOT HAVE

BEEN SUFFICIENT FOR IDENTIFICATION.
(3) BO TRACH OFFICIALS RECOVERED THE REMAINS OF THESE TWO

MEN IN THE MID-1970‘S, AND VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS REPATRIATED THE

REMAINS IN 1988.
(4) ADDITIONAL REMAINS ARE NOT RECOVERABLE.

10. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COMMENTS: THE SRT DID NOT
SURVEY ANY SITES DURING TEIS INVESTIGATION. CONCUR WITH THE
RECOMMENDATION THAT ADDITIONAL REMAINS ARE NOT RECOVERABLE.

11. TEAM CHIEF COMMENTS:
A. WHILE INVESTIGATING THIS CASE, THE SRT RECEIVED

EXCELLENT SUPPORT FROM ALL LEVELS OF THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT.

B. THE PREPONDERANCE OF INFORMATION SUGGESTS THAT
VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES REPATRIATED ALL THE RECOVERABLE REMAINS OF
CAPTAIN O’DONNELL AND LIEUTENANT HUARD IN DECEMBER 1988, AND
ADDITIONAL REMAINS ARE NOT RECOVERABLE. //

Y
/?C?C? 77 oncd. hele - Ve Hecandd w X2 e )M/c. gccféﬂ-

zc %"&3 %Oﬁ- ProceStnaa on INA £

/07096/ /319 10 QHA 0012 323/00:292 1510022 NOV 94
CS5N:SRT1898 323/00:302 CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI

vVe2000051.08 /
UuUuuUuUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUULUUUUUUUUU

U UNCLASSIVFIED U
UuuuuuuuuuUuuuUUUuUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU

. - ”



