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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING 
BOX 64044 

CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 9fiMl-4044 
J24 
1771 
Sar: 246 
22 Nov 94 

To: Headquarters, Air Force Military Personnel Center 
Attn; DPMCB, Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001 

Subj: SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT 
ASSOCIATED WITH REFNO 1101 

Encl: (1) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J2//170942Z NOV 94 

1. Enclosure (1) is provided for relaase to the next of kin of 
TOMMY E. GIST (REFNO 1181-1-01). 

2. The JTF-FA has sanitized the enclosed report by deleting U.S. 
personnel names per Executive Order 12812, 22 Jul 92, and Title 
5, U.S. Code 552a (privacy hct). In no instance has sUbstantive 
material been removed. 

Copy to: 
DPMO-RD (\v/O enel) 
REFNO FILE 

~r! 1/,,:;:::-)---
By direction 
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;ARRATJVE MESSAGE ADMINISTRATIVE MBSSAGE 

WUTINE 

~ 170942Z NOV 94 ZVB 

::1 CDR J'l'F-FA HONOLULU HIj /J211 

~o S~CDEF WASHINGTON DCIIUSDP:ISA/D?MOI/ 

rtlFO l-iHITE HOUSE NAT'IONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC 
SECS'I'ATE WASHINGTON DC/ICA/EAP/VLC/CCSjOCS// 
cn. WASHINGTON DC/lrJEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG// 
OIl'. ~IASHINGTO:ol DC 
.TOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC/IJSI/ 
USCIl\CPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J30-M/I 
USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC 
USD.Z,O BANGKOK TH/ IPW-IUAI 1 
C~RUSACILHI HICKAM APB IUIITAPC-PED-H// 

FIT 
UNCLAS //N034601/ 

:-!SGID/GENAD!UN/CDR JTF-FA/,)?6// 

SUBJ/SPECIAL REHAINS TEAM (SRT) FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT OF 

CASE 1181// 

REF/A/RMG/JCRC BKK/060943ZMAR89// 
REl'/B/RMG/CJTFFA DET ONE/240556ZSEP93// 
?F.F/C/HMG/JCRC BKK/280723ZMAR911/ 
REF/D/ru1G/CDR JCRC/292102ZMAY911/ 
Rr:F/E/RMG/CDR JCRC/J10B127.MAY9111 
REF/r/Doc/sRV/U~DAT~O// 

REF/G/DOC/SRV/UNDATF.O/I 
REFjH/RMG/COR JTf-FA/280702Z0CT93// 
REF/I/RMG/CDR JTF-FA/161102ZMAR9~// 
RET' IJ /DOC/ SRV I UNDA1'eD I I 
REF/K/DOC/SRV/~NDATEDI/ 

REF/L/ru1G/JCRC BKKI301914ZAUG91// 
~EF /M/MEMO/J'l'P-FA/ 10AUG!l3 / / 
REF/n/FAX/JTFFA DEl' TWO/03SEP93// 

NARR/REF A IS THE FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT OF CASE 1181 

CONDDCTED DURING THE 4TH ~roINT FIELD ACTIVIT'i (JAN 89). REF B IS 

THE FIELD INVESTICATION REPOR1' OF CASE 1181 CONOUCT"11 OWING THE 

25TH JOINT FIELD .Z,C'I'IVIT'i (AUG-SE? 93). R:£F C IS A 

TAANSLATION AND ANALYSIS OF A BO TRAeH DISTRICT DOCtJl1ENT 

COl:TAINING loi.'L'q'IJME DATA. REF 0 IS A TRANSLATION AND ANALYSIS OF 

A BO TRACn DISTRICT DOCL~ENT CONTAINING WAHTIME DATA. REF E IS A 

/07091/ 
CSN:SRTllB1 

V93 00073 0.07 

/321 1 QHA 0007 323/0D:26Z 170942Z NOV 94 

323/00:27Z CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 

/ 
UU~uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuUUUUUUUUUUL~UUU

U 

U U N C LAS S I FIE 0 U 
UUUi]\]l.!UUUUUUUUlJUUUUUUUUUUUUUllUUDUu\:UUUUUU 



UUUlJUUUUt!UUUUt.iUUUUUUuuuuuuuuuuuuur.:uuuuuuu 
lJ U N C LAS S I FIE D U 
UUUlJt:t:tJUUlJUllllUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU 

TRANSLATION AND ANALYSIS OF A LE NINH DISTRICT DOCUMENT 
CON PAINING WART!HE: DATA. REF F IS AN UNDATED, HANDHRITTBN, 
'JIETNAMESF. DOCUHENT, ENTITLED, "MILITlIRY REGION ~ AIR DEFENSE 

OPERATIONS JOURNAL, 1964-1973, REI-'ERENCE DOCUMENT." THE MILITARY 
REGION 4 (MR4) MILITARY COMMAND PREPARED THE DOCUMENT. IT IS THE 
MR4 MILITARY COlOiAND' S RECORD OF U. S. AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN BY MR4 
UNITS FROM 1964 TO 1973. VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES PASSED A COpy OF 
THIS DOCUMENT TO U.S. OFFICIALS IN FEB 92. REF G IS AN UNDATED, 
UNTITLED, VIETNAMESE DOCUMENT, THAT CONTAINS 45 ENTRIES THAT 
IDENTIFY AMERICANS, IN MOST INSTANCES BY NAME, WHO WERE KILLED IN 
QUANG BINH PROVINCE, BETI~EEN 1965 AND 1972. ANALYSTS REFER TO IT 
AS "PHE "REGIS1'r.;R OF U.S. GRAVES IN QUANG SINH PROVINCE." 
Vl:E:TNJlM~:!,;F. IITT'T'HOIUTIES PASSED A COpy OF THIS DOCtJMEN'l' '1'0 U. S. 
OFFICIALS ON 17 DEC 92. REF H IS AN ANALYSIS [J~' KJo;J:o ... , A~OV::, A 
VIETNAMESI!: DOCUMEl'T REfERRED TO AS THE "REGISTER OF U.S. GRAVES 
IN QUANG SINH PROVINCE." REF I IS AN ANALYSIS OF QUANG BINH 
BURIAL DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING A DOCUMENT REFERRED TO AS THE 
"REGISTER OF U.S. GRAVES IK QUANG BINH PROVINCE (REF G, ABOVE)." 
THIS ANALYSIS INCLUOES AN ASSESSMENT OF lNTERVIEWS WITH THREE 
FORMER MR4 OFFICERS WHO HELPED PREPARE RECORDS OF VIETNAMEse 
UNILATERAL F.FFORTS TO RECOVER RI!:~~INS OF AMERICANS WHO WERE 
KILLED IN QUANG I:lINH PROVINCE. REF J IS AN UNDATED l.IST OF 
AMERICANS KILLED IN HILITARY REGION 4, THE VIE'l'NAMESE PROvrDED ON 
21 JULY 1991. REF K IS AN UNSIGNED LIST, DATED 2 NOV 78, 
ENTITLED, "ROSTER OF AHERICANS'WHO WF.RE KILLED IN ACTION IN THE 
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (REMAINS NOT RECOVERABLE)," 
PREPARED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE or THE VIETNAMESE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. HEF L IS AN ANALYSIS OF MATERIAL AT THE 
2BOTH AIR DEFENSE REGIMENT TRADITION HOUSE. REF M OUTLINES 84 
CASES THAT THE U.S. HOPED MIGHT YIELD INFORMATION ON THE 
DISPOSITION OF REMAINS OF UNACCOUNTED FOR AMERICANS. REF N IS A 
DOCUMENT CONTAINING 'I'WO INTERNAL LISTS: "LIST OF DECEASED U. S. 
AIRMEN, BURIED, KEED TO LOCATE REMAINS," AND, LIST OF DECEASED 
U.S. SOLDIERS THAT WI:RE BURIED (GRAVE SITE UN()ETErutINED)." 
'l'HIS REPORT IS 13ASED ON FIELD ANALYSIS ALONE AND IS NOT INTENDED 
TO PROVIDE FINAL ANALYTICAL CONCLUSIONS.II 

Rl1KS/1. SUMW,RY OF INVESTIGA"rION: 
A. RECOHMENDAT10N: THE REMAINS OF CAPTAIN TOMMY E. GIST 

ARE NOT RECOVERABLE. 
B. SUK'lARY: THl:: JOINT SPECIAL REYrAINS TEAM (SRT) 

INVESTIGATED CASE ll61 ON 11 AND 12 OCTOBER 199';. THE OBJECTIVE 
OF THE INVESTIGATION WAS TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE R~~INS OF THE 
UNACCOm,TED FOR n;QIVIDUAL IN THIS CASE ARE RECOVERASLF.. THE SRT 
IllTERVIElo1ED FIVE l-lITNESSES WITH KNOWLEDGE OF THIS CASE, TWO OF 
WHOM HAD KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNACCOUKTED FOR PIT.OT. THE PREPONDERANCE 
OF INFOru~TION INDICI,TES THE PILOT IN '!'HIS CASE WAS KILLED BY GROUND 
FIRE AFTER EJECTING FR0l1 !!IS AIRCRAFT. HIS BODY WAS BURIED NEAR 
WHERE IT FELL IX ,ml.T WAS 'J'HEN VACANT SAND DUNES, BUT NOW IS A 
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HEAVILY POPULATED AREA. W,I'I'NESSES WHO BURIED THE UNACCOUNTED FOR 
PILOT WERE NO LONGER ABLE TO RRMEMBER OR RECOCNIZE THE PRECISE 
LOCATION OF THE SITE:. THf. TEAM FOUND NO EVIDENCE THAT VIETNAMESE 
AUTHORITIES EVER TRIED TO RECOVER THE REMAINS OF THE PILOT FOR 'l'HIS 
CASE. 

4. BACKGROUND: 
A. cIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS: CAPTAIN TOMMY E. GIST AND CAPTAIN 

TERRY J. UYEYAMA, USAF BECAME UNACCOUNTED FOR WHEN THEIR RF-4C 
AIRCRAFT WAS SHOT DOWN OVER NORTH VIETNAM, ON 18 MAY 1968. 
CAPTAIN UYEYAMA RETURNED TO THE U.S DURING OPERATION HOMECOMING. 
HE STATES TIIAT GROUND FIRE DAMAGEl) HIS AIRCRAFT I AND BOTH CREW 
HEMBERS EJECTED AS THEY WERE CROSSING THE COAST HEADING UST. 
CAPTAIN uYEYA}~ WAS CAPTUR~O IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATE 
18Q XE 720 :.i90. ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SEE CAPTAIN eIST AGAIN AFTER 
EJECTlNG, HE FIRMLY BELIEVES THAT HE DIED EITHER WHILE DESCENDING 
BY PARACHUTE OR IKMEDIATELY AFTER LANDING DUE TO GUNFIRE FROM 
ENEMY 'l'ROOPS ON THE GROUND. DURING CAPTAIN UYEYAMA'S CAPTIVITY, 
A J,lRISON GUARD SHOWED HIM BOTH CREW MEMBERS' IDENTIFICATION 
CARDS, AND INDICATED USING HAND GESTURES THAT CAPTAIN GIST WAS 
DEAD. 

8. PREVIOVS INVESTIGAT10NS/SURVEYS/ARCHIVAL RESEARCH. 
(1) A JOINT TEAI~ JNVESTIGA'l'f;D CASE 1181 IN QUANG BINH 

PROVINCE DURING THE 4TH JOINT ¥'JELD ACTIVITY (JFA) (JANUARY 1989) 
(REF A). WITNgSSES IDENTIFIED A BURIAL SITE IN NHAN TRACH 
VILLAGE AT 4SQ XE 677 412 AND A CRASH SITE IN LY TRACH VILLAGE Nr 
4RQ XE 675 397. THEY PHOTOGRAPHED WRECKAGE AT THE CRASH SI'I'E 
THAT J'l.'F-FA WRECKAGE ANALYSIS EXPERTS DETERMiNED WAS PROBABLY 
FRO~l AN F-4 TYPE 'URcRAFT. WITNESSES COULD PROVIDE ONLY A 
GENERAL LOCATION FOR TilE BUIlIAL SITE, IN AN ARJ::A OF SHIFTING SAND 
DUNES. THE TEJ.Y. REcoMMENDED EXCAVATTON OF 'l'HE 100 SQUARE METER 
BURIAL SITE. 

(2) DURI!'<G THE 25TH ,TFA (SEPT~MBER 199~) (REF B) A JOINT 
TEAM CONDUCTED A PRE-EXCAVATION SURVEY OF THE BURIAL SITE LOCATED 
DURING THE 4TH JFA. THEY USED GROUND PENETRATING RADAR (CPR) TO 
SURVEY TWO 20X4D METERS SI'rES IDENTIFIED BY WITNESSES, WITH 
NEGATIVE RESULTS. 

(3) ENTRY NUMBER 9 IN AN UNTITLED DO TRACH DIS'l'RICT 
DOCUMENT OF WAXTHlE STATISTICS (REF'S C AND D) CORRELATES TO CASE 
1181 BY MISSION DATE, TIME OF DhY, AND AIRCRAFT TYPE. THE ENTRY 
CREOJTS THE MILITIA OF THE VIET TRUNG STATE ~'ARM, DAI 'l'AACH, LY 
TRACH, AND NIlAN TRACH VILLAGES WITH SHOOTING DOWN AN F-4H AT 1525 
ON 18 MAY 1968. THE ENTRY FURTHER LISTS THE FA'l'E OF THE CREW AS 
ONE KILLED, ONE CAPTURED ALIVE. A SECTION 01" THE DOCUMENT 
LISTING TIlE NAMES OF U.S. PILOTS CAPTURED ALIVE LISTS "CAPTAIN 
TOMMY E. GIST" ,\NO DOES NOT LIST CAP'J'AIN UYEYAMA. THERE IS NO 
INDIChTION THIS WAS ANYTHING lllJT A CLERICAL ERROR ON THE PART OF 
BO TRACH DISTRICT OFFICIALS. CAPTAIN GIST IS THE ONLY 
UNACCOUNTE:D FOR PERSON LTSTED IN THIS SECTION OF" THE DOCUMJ:;NT. 

(';) AN E!-lTRY IN AN UNTITLED LE NINH DISTRICT DOCUMENT Of' 
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WARTIME STATISTICS (REF E) POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO CASE 1181 BY 
APPROXIMATE DATE AND GENERAL LOCATION. THE ENTRY STATES THAT AN 
TUUY VILLAG],; MILITIA SHO'r DOWN AN F-I05 ON 20 MAY 1966. A 
COMPUTER ASSISTED SEARCH OF U.S. RECORDS CONFIRMED THAT NO U.S . 
. r.IRCRAF'T WERE LOST IN VIETNAM ON 20 MAY 1968. 

(5) ENTRIES 1167 AND 1168 IN THE "MILITARY REGION I; AIR 
DEFENSE OPERATIONS JOURNAL, 19&4-1973" (REF F), CORRELATES TO 
CASE 1181. BOTH CORRELATE DY DATE, TIM£ OF DAY, GENERAL 
LOCATION, AND FATE OF CREW (ONE DEAD, ONE CAPTURED). ENTRY 1167 
FURTHER STATES THAT A DETACHMEN'r OF REGIMENT 214 IN BO TRAeH 
DISTRICT SHOT DOWN THE AIRCRAFT, AND THAT THE AIRCRAFT WAS AN 
RF-4C. ENTRY 116B APPE:ARS TO BE A DUPLICATE ENTRY, PROBABLY 
RESULTINC FROM A DIFFERENT UNIT CLAIMING CREDIT FOR THE SAME 
INCIDENT. 'l'HIS ENTRY LISTS AN A3J SHOT DOWN IN DO LUONG BY 
REG1MENT 222, 

(6) EN'l'RY NUMBER 42 IN THE "REGISTER OF U.S. GRAVES IN 
QUANG BINH PROVINCE," CONTAINS INFORMATION THAT POSSIBL'l 
CORRELATES TO CASE 1181 (REF'S G, H, AND Xl. IT RECORDS THAT AN 
UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT WAS SHOT DOWN IN BO TRACH ON 18 MAY 1966, 
AND THE BODY OF THE PILOT WAS "DESTROYED," THERE WERE ONLY TWO 
U.S. AIRCRAFT LOSSES IN NORTH VIETNAM ON tHAT DATE, THE CASE 1181 
AIRCRAFT AND THE AIRCRAFT Of A RESOLVED INCIDENT. IT IS 
n:T'ERESTING TO NOTE THAT THIS EN'l'RY DOES NOT HAVE ANY INfORMATION 
UNDER THE HEADINGS FOR PILOT OR AIRCRAFT IDENTIF·ICATION. Cl\.PTAIN 
UYEYAMA SAW IDENTIFICA'I':r.ON CARDS FOR BOTH AIRCREW MEMBERS ON 25 
MAY AS HE WAS EN ROUTE TO A·PW CAMP. THIS INDICATES THAT THEIR 
IDENTIFICATION MEDIA PASSED RAPIDLY THROUGH THE HANDS OF DISTRICT 
OR PROVINCE OFFICIALS, IF AT ALL. 

(7) ENTRY NUMBER 1 ON THE "R£:CORD OF AMERICAN AIR PIRATES 
KILLED AND TORN APART IN MILITARY REGION IV" (REF J) CORRELATES 
TO CASE 1181. IT LISTS "TEWNEY, EDWARD GIST", CAPTAIN, SHOT DOWN 
IN AN RF-4C ON 18 ¥~y 1968 IN BO TRACH DISTRICT. THE ENTRY IS 
J..NN01'ATED IN THE "R]';MARKS" COLUMN WITH THE STATEMENT THAT THIS 
PERSON WAS "WITH UYEYAMA." THE VIETNAMESE ENEMY PROSELYTIZING 
OFFICE COMPILED THIS DOCI~ENT. 

(8) O.S. RESEARCHERS EXANINED ARTIFACTS ON DISPLAY AT THE 
/.BOTH AIR DEfENSE REGIMENT TRADITION HOUSE IN CIA LAM DISTRICT, 
HANOI IN 1991 (REF J). ONE SOCR IT~ WAS AN INFLATABLE LIFE RAFT 
\'il~'H ENGLISH WRITING ON IT INDICATING THAT U. S. TECHNIClJ\NS HAD 
INSPECTED TIlE BOAT FOR SERVICEABILITY MOST RECENTLY ON 14 APRIL 
19G8. A VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE DISPLAY TAG ATTACH8D TO THE ITEM 
READ "A BOAT THAT BELONGED TO THE AMERICAN PILOT OF AN RF4C THAT 
D105 (BATTALION 105) SHO'f DOWN ON 25 JANUARY 1968." THE CLl\.IMED 
DATE OF THE SHOOT-DOWN (25 JAN 68) PRE-DATES THE INSPECTION DATE 
(H APR 68) ON 'l'HF. RAFT, WE CANNOT CORRELATE THE RAFT ITSELF TO A 
SPECIFIC AIRCRAFT OR INCIDENT. 

(9) THE "ROS'l'ER OF AMERICANS WHO WERE KILLED IN ACTION IN 
THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (REMAINS NOT RECOVERABLE)," 
PREPARED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE OF THE VIETNAMESE 
~!INISTRY OF DEFENSE, CONTAINS INFORMATION THAT CORRELATES TO CASE 
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1181 (REF K). ENTRY NUMflER 2-4 CO!l.i'!ELl'.T·ES BASUl ON E:J.lJ,r, NAME A.'W 
RANK OF CAPTAIN GIST, ALONG WI1~H HIS DIRTH CATE, nAANCH OF 
SERVICE, SERIAL NUMBER, !)ATE OF MISSION, AIRCRAFT TYPE, AND 
LOCATION (BO 'l'W,CH). 'l'liE ENTRY STATES THAT VIETNAM HAS THIS 
PERSON'S IDEN'I'JFICAT.lON CARD, AND THAT THE BODY WAS DESTROYED IN 
THE INCIDEN'l'. 

(A) THE DEPARTHENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE WAS BRIEFLY 
Rr~SPONSIFlLE fOR VIETNAM'S t:NILlITERAL EFFORTS '1'0 RECOVER RJ::MAINS 
OF AMERICANS WHO DIED IN VIETNAM, FROM LATE 1974 UNTIL 1978-79. 
J.N 1979, THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT 'PRANSFERRED THE SMALL SECTION 
COORDINATING THE RECOVERY OF REMAIN'S FROM THF. DEPARTMENT OF 
MILITARY JUSTICE TO THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED VNOSMP. 

(B) ON 28 AN!) 29 AUG 94, DETACHMENT 2'S RESEARCH 
HISTORIAN DISCUSSED THE ORIGINS Of THE DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY 
JUSTICE'S LIST WITH TWO VNOSM<' OFFICIALS WHO HELPED COMPILE THE 
DA'l'A IN THIS DOCUMENT. TH£I:' DESCRISl!D THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY 
COMPILED THR DATA AND EXPLAINED TIlAT THEY GOT SOME OF THB DATA 
FROM REQUESTS H)R INFORMATION THAT U. S. OFFICI1\LS PASSED TO 
VTETNAMESE AUTHORITIES IN 1973. THEI.' RECALLED 'fHEY SENT 'J'HE 0.:\.1',\ 
P.ECEIVJ::O FROM Tf.E U. S. TO PROVINCE HILITARY CO~.ANDS MID 
INS'I'RUCTED THE PROVINCE COMMANDS TO CONfIRM DATA A80UT INCIDENTS 
T!\ THEIR ARtAS OF OPERATION. PROVINCE AUTHOR1'l'JES THEN TRIED TO 
!".ATCH THE U. S. DATA TO INFOR.'1ATION m LOCAL RECORDS. IN THIS 
!1ANNER, LOCAL AUTHORITIES WERE ABLE TO UPDATE, EXPAND, OR CLlI.RIfY 
T¥.EIR DATA. THIS RECORD, DATED 2 NOV 78, CONTAINS l<. CO!1PILATIO!l 
OF DATA RECEIVED FROM THE PROVINC£ COMMANDS. 

(10). ON 01 SEP9j THE SRV TURNED OVER A DOCUMENT (REF N) 
THAT CONThINS TWO LISTS, A "LtST OF DECEASED U. S. AIID!EN, BURIED, 
HEED TO LOCATE REMAIN S" A!,D A "LIST OF DECElISr:D l.J. S. SOLDI RRS 
Til-II')' WERE: SURIEll, GRAVE SITE UNDETERMINED. BOTH LISTS CONTP.IN 
ENTRIES H1R CAPTAIN GIST. HOST OF THE CASES LIS'l'ED IN THIS 
DOCUMENT APPEARED ON l<. U. S. LIST OF 84 CASES FOR WHICH U. S. 
ANALYSTS BELIEVE VIETNr>.MESE AU'fHORITI1'::S SHOULD HAVE ADDITIONAL 
rNFORMATIO!~ (REF /1) • 

J. DETAILS OF INVES'rIGATION: 
A. IN AUG 9 J, U. S. AND SRV OFFICIALS AGREED TO INVES'rrCATE S 4 

CASES TH1.T U. S. OFrIClt-.LS HOPED MIGHT 'II F.LD INfOFHATION ON THE 
DISPOSITION OF RE:-'.J\INS (REF I"). SU8SEQUENTLY, THE SRT WAS 
~STABLISHED l,ND TASKr.:O TO INVESTIGATE THESE CASES. ON 11 AND :2 OCT 
94, THE SRT INVESTIGATED CASE 1181. 

(1) U. S. CON'l'INGENT: 
CW4 (TEAM LEADER) 
TSGT (ANALYST/LINGUIST) 
SSG (MEMORIAL AFFAIR~) 

(2) VIETNAI'1ESE CONTINGENT: 
PHAM CONG KHOI (PIlAMJ COONG KHOOl) , HINIS'l'HY OF 
DEFENSE 
PHAN THANI! NHA (PHAN THANH NHAX) , lUt;:rSTRY OF 
INTERIOR 
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B. ON 11 OCT 94, THE SRT INTERVIEWED THREE WITNESSES IN DAI 
TR.~CH VILLAGE, BO TRACH DISTRICT CONCli:RNING CAS!:; 1181. 

(1) MR. LE DINII PHAM (LEE DIl-IHF PHAAMR) IS A 53 'lOA FJl.RMER 
AND LIFELONG RESIDENT OF DAI TRACR. DURING THE WAR HE COMY~DED 
A 12. 7NM AM MILITIA SQUAD. HE RECALLED THAT IN THE SUMMER OF 
1960 AT 1400 OR 1500, LOCAL AAA FORCES (NOT INCLUDING HIS UNIT) 
SHOT DOWN AN F-4H NEAR THE SHORE. TWO PILOTS EJECTED AND THEIR 
PARACHUTES BEGAN DRIFTING OUT TO SEA. THE AAA UNITS CONTINUED 
FIRING TO PRBVENT THEIR ESCAPE. ONE CHUTE WENT DOWN ABOUT Twa 
KILOMETERS OUT TO SEA, AND THE OTHER CAME DOWN ABOU'!' ONE 
KILOMETER INLAND. DAI TRACH VILLAGERS WENT OUT BY BOAT TO 
CAPTURE THE FIRST PILOT. ONCE BACK ON LAND, MR. PRAM AND OTHERS 
HELD THE PILOT IN DAI TRACH VILLAGE UNTIL HANDING HIM OVER TO 
DISTRICT AUTHORITIES LATER IN THE DAY. (FIELD COMMENT: HE STATED 
THAT THE CAPTURED PILOT WAS AUSTRALIAN. THE SRT'S VIETNAMESE 
COUNTERPART STATED THAT SOME CAPTURED u.s. PILOTS WOULD CLAIM OTHER 
NATIONALITIES IN THE HOPE THAT THEY WOULD RECEIVE LESS HARSH 
TREATMENT FROH THEIR CAPTORS.) THE PILOT WHO DESCENDED ON LAND 
WAS DEAD, BUT MR. PRAM DID NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM BECAUSE 
HE WAS BUSY CAPTURING THE LIVE ONE. y 

(2) MR. PHAN DINH KHOI (PHAN DINliF KHOOI) IS A 59 YOA 
FARMER, WHQ WAS IN THE DAT TRACH MILITIA DURING THE WAR. HE 
STATED THA'r IN THE 5TH LUNAR MONTH (27 MAY-25 JUN) OF 1968, MA 
FO~CES SHOT DOWN AN F-4H AS IT FLEW IN A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION. HE 
SAW TWO RED PARACHUTES COME FROM THE AIRCRAFT AT AN ALTITUDE OF 
ABOUT 50"0 METERS. GROUND FORCES FIRED A1~ THE PARACHUTES· TO 
PREVENT THE PILOTS' ESCAPE. ONE PILOT LANDED TWO KILOMETERS OUT 
TO· SEA, AND PEOPLE FROM NHAN TRACH VILLAGE WENT BY BOAT TO 
CAPTURE HII-!. MR. KHOI S'l'ATED THAT lIE WAS AMONG THOSE WHO HELD 
THIS PILOT IN DAI 'I'RACH VILLAGE UNTIL TURNING HIM OVER TO 
DISTRICT AUTHORITIES LATER IN THE DAY. HE DID NOT RECALL ANY 
IDENTIFICATION HEDIA, BUT DESCRIBED THE PILOT AS 1.. 6 - 1.7 METERS 
TALL, WITH A SHAVED I1EAD. MR. KHOI HAD BEEN TOLD THE PIWT WAS 
AN AUSTRALIAN LIEUTENANT (SEE NOTE IN 3B(1) ABOVE). THE SECOND 
PILOT LANDED ONE KILOMETER INLAND AND DIED SOON AFTER LANDING DUE 
'1'0 GUNSHOT WOUNDS IN BOTH LEeS. MR. KHOI OlD NOT KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED TO THE DEAD PILOT BECAUSE HE WAS INVOLVED WITH THE 
CAPTURE OF THE LIVE PILOT. I 

(3) MR. HUYNH DANG MANH (HUYNH DANG MANHJ) IS A 59 YOA 
FARMER, AND FORMJ::R DAI TRACH VILLAGE MILITIA COMMANDER. HE 
AGREED WITH THE ACCOONTS OF THE FIRST TWO WITNESSES, WITH 'THE 
EXCEP1'ION THAT HE S'l.'ATED THAT THE AIRCRAFT WAS SHOT DOWN AT 1600. 
HE SAW THE CAPTURED PILOT BEING TURNED OVER TO DISTRICT 
AUTHORI'l'H:s LATER THE SA..."1E DAY. IlE HAD HEi'lRSAY INFORMATlON THAT 
UNIDENTIFIED NHAX TRACH VILLAGERS BURIED THE DEAD PILOT, BUT HE 
DID NOT KNOW WHERE. 

C. ON 12 OCT 94, THE SRT IN'l'ERVIEWED '1'1'10 WITNESSES IN NHAN 
'I'RACH VILLAGE, BO TRACH DISTRICT. THE 4TH JFA TEAM INTERVIEWED 
BOTH OF THESE WITNESSES, AND THE 25TH JFA TEAM RE-INTERVIEWED MR. 
BAN. THE SRT ALSO SPOKE TO TWO RESIDENTS IN THE IMMEDIATE 
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VICINITY OF 'l'HE ALLEGED BURIAL SITE. 
(1) MR. NGUYEN NGOC BAN (NGUYEENX NCOCJ BAANR) IS A 

RETIRED til; YOA LIFE-TIME RESIDENT Of NHAN TRACH, AND FORMER 
DEPUTY VILLAGC MILITIA COMMANDER. HE STA'l'ED THAT ON AN 
UNHRCALLED DATE IN 1968 LOCAL AM UN1'1'S SHOT DOWN AN F-4H. THE 
AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN LY TRACE VILLAGE. TWO PILOTS EJECTED AND 
THEIR PARACHUTES BEGAN DRIFTING OUT TO SEA. THE AM UNITS 
CONTINUED FIRING ,:>'T THE PARACHUTES TO PREVENT THE CREW MEMBeRS' 
ESCAPE. THEY SHOT ONE PILOT THROUGH THE LEG BEFORE HE CAME DOWN 
ON LhND. THE OTHER PILOT CAME DOWN AT SEA. VILLAGERS FROM DAI 
TMCH WENT OU'l' BY BOAT TO CAPTURE THE SECOND PILOT. ACCORDING TO 
MR. BAN, ONCE THE DAI TRACH PEOPLE RETURNED TO SHORE, THEY HANDED 
OVER THE PILOT'TO NHAN TRACIi VILLAGE, AND IT WAS 'l'HEY WHO TURNED 
HIM OVER TO DISTRICT OFFICIALS THE SAME DA'i. 'l'HE DAI TRACH 
VILLAGERS KEPT THE PILOT'S PARACHUTE, WHILE,NHAN TRACH RESIDENTS 
KEPT HIS LIFE MFT. MR. BAN BEt.IEVED THE OTHER PILOT DIED BEFORE 
REACIlING THE GROCND. DAI 'l'R1>.CH JULITIA MEMBERS HASTILY BURIED 
THE DEAD PILOT BECAUSE THE'i r·~~1>.RED OTHER AIRCRAFT IN THE AREA 
WOULD ATThCK. ABOUT ONE WEEK LATER, DISTRICT AUTHORITIES 
INSTRUCTIW NHAN 'rRACH VILLAGE TO PROPERL'l BURY THE BODY, SINCE: IT 
WhS DETEPJlINED 'fO BE WITHIN NHAN TRACH' S BORDERS. THE'i PLACED 
THE BODY IN A WOODEN COFFIN AND RE-BURIED 11' IN THE SAME 
LOCATION, ABOUT TWO METERS DEEP IN THE SAND. MR. BAN KNOWS OF 
NO ATTEMPT TO EXCAVATE THIS SITE. 

(2) MR. NGO XUAN' XE (NGOO XUAAN XEE) , I S THE 60 YOA 
RETIRED VILLAGE MILITIA COMMANDER. HE CONCURRED WITH MR. BAN'S 
STATEMENT, AND DID NOT WISH TO ADO ANYTHING. (FIELD COMMENT: 
ALTHOUCH MR. BAN WhS PHEVIOUSL'i MR. XE'S DEPU'l''i, BESEEMED TO BE 
THE DESIGNATED SPOKF.SMAN FOR 'PHE VILLAGE ON THESE MATTERS.) 

(3) MESSRS. BAN AND XE'LED THE SRT TO THE BURIAL SITE AT 
GRID COORDINATE 48Q XE 67552 41209. MR. BAN SAID THAT AT THE 
TINE OF THE BURIAL, THE ARM WAS DESE.B.TED. HOWEVER, AFTER THE 
WAR PEOPLE: BEGAN BUILDING HOUSES THERE. THli: WITNESSES COULD NOT 
GIVE A PRECISE LOCATION OF THE SITE. 'l'HEY INDICATED IT PR013ABL'i 
LAY WITHIN A 50 METER RADIUS FROH THB POINT WHERE THE SRT TOOK 
THE ABOVE GRID COORDINATE READING. THE AREA INDICATED IS HEAVILY 
POPULATCD. AT THE SITE, THE SRT SPOKE TO TWO LOCAL RESIDENTS OF 
WHAT IS NOW BAC NAM HAMLET ('I'HOON BACS NAM) OF NHAN TRACH 
VILLAGE. 

(A) HR. VO Rl) (VOX RU), 68 YOA, HAS LIVED IN BAC NhM 
HAMLET sn:CE 1925. HE STATED '!'HAT PEOPLE CONTINUED BUILDING 
HOUSES THERE UNTiL ABOUT 1991. HE ADDED THAT THEY DID NOT DIG 
VERY DEEP DURING CONS'l'RllCTION AND HE KNOWS OF NO ONE EVER FINDING 
hNY REMAINS. 

(P,) HR. NGUYEN VINH (NGUYEENX VINH), 47 'lOA, BUILT HIS 
HOT.TSE HRRE IN 1976. AT THAT TIME THE hREA WAS BARREN SAND, AND 
IS UNCHANGED TODAY EXCEPT FOR THE BUILDINGS UPON .('1'. HE KIWIVS OF 
NO ONE EVER FINDDIG hNY REMAINS IN ~'HE AREA. 

D. ALL WITNESSES RESPONDED IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD ~~~NER AND 
DID NOT JI.PPEAR TO DELIBEHA'J'ELY ATTEM!-"l' TO MISLEAD THE SRT. 
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E. NONE OF TilE WITNESSES THE TEAM IN'l'J::RVIEWED DURING THE 
INVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE HAD ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
POSSIBILITY OF LIVE AMERICANS HELO IN VIETNAM AFTER 1973. 

<: • Ml'.TER1A 1. EVIDENCE; NONE. 

5. SURVEy H.ESlJLTS: 
A. 'J'HE REPORTED DURIAL SITE IS SOMEWHERE Wl'l'HIN A 50 METER 

RADIUS OF GRID COORDINATE 48Q XE 67552 41209. THE SRT V£RIFIED THE 
GRID COORDINATE USING THE TRIMBLE TRIMPACK RECEIVER FOR THE 
GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM (GPS) TRACKING FOUR SATELLITES. MAP 
DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS: Ml'.P NAME, LY ROA; SHEET NUMBER, 6344-IIIi 
SCALE, 1:50,000; SERIES, L7104; EDITION 2-AMS; PRINTED 12-68. 

B. THE SITE IS WITHIN SAC NAM HAMLET AMID HOUSES AND VARIOUS 
OTHER STRUCTURES. THE SOIL CONSISTS OF FINE-CRAINED, DRY SlIND 
THAT IS HIGHLY UNSTABLE. THERE IS NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE OF A 
BURIAL SITE AT THIS LOCATION. 

6. RECOMMENDED FUTURE ACTIONS: NONE. 
, 

7. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: .NONE. 

S. l\.REAS OR CASE FILE INFORMATION NO'l' INVESTIGATED: NONE. 

9. ANALYST COMMENTS: 
A. . CURRENT INVESTIGATION: 

(1) WHILE INVESTIGATING THIS CASE, THE U.S. CONTINGENT OF 
THE SRT RBVIEWED ALL AVAILABLE DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE AND INTER­
VIEWED FIVE WITNESSES WHO HAD FIRSTHAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING CASE 1181. THE TEAM ASKED EACH 
PROVINCE AND DISTRICT OFFICIAL AND EACH WITNESS TO DESCRIBE ANY 
DOCUMENTS THAT MIGHT YIELD ADDITIONAL DATA ON THIS CASE. NONE OF 
THE RESPONDENTS HAD ANY DIH.ECT KNOWLEDGE OF WARTIME OR CURRENT 
DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO U.S. SERVICEMEN KILLED OR CAPTURED DURING 
THE WAR. 

(2) A JOINT TEAM INTERVIEWED MR. EAN DURING THE 4TH AND 
25TH JFA'S. HE TOLD THE SRT ESSENTIALLY THE SAME STORY. THg 
ONLY SIGNIFlCANT VARIATION IN MR. I\!AN'S STATEMENT, AND THAT OF 
OTHER WI'l'NESSES TO THIS CASE, HAS BEEN THE LOCATION OF TifF. BURIAL 
SITE. THE AREA W/.S A SHIFTING SAND DUNE AT THE TIME OF BURIAL, 
AND SINCE 1975 HAS BEEN FURTHER ALTERED BY EX~I'F.NSIVE CONSTRUCTION 
Of HOUSES AND OTHER SMALL BUILDINGS. CLEARLY NONE OF THE 
IUTNESSES TO TIllS CASE ARE ABLE TO LOCATE THE BURIAL SITE wITH 
ANY PRECISION DUE TO THE PAS~AGE OF TIME AND ALTERATION OF THE 
TERRAIN. 

B. REVIt:W OF VIETNAMESE UOCUMENTS; TIlE PREPONDERANCE OF 
INFORMATION IN VIETNAMESE DOCUMENTS (RI!:F'S C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, 
K, M, AND N) INDICA1'E THE CASE 1181 AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN THE 
VICINITY OF THE SITE THE SRT AND THE 4TH AND 25TH JFA JOINT TEAMS 
SURVEYED (REF'S A AND B). THIS LOCATION IS ALSO CONSISTENT WITH 
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o. S. RECORDS ABOUT THIS INCIDENT. THI-; PREPOND~;RANCE OF EVIDENCE 
IN Vn;'rNAMESE DOCUMENTS CORROBORATES WITNESSES WHO SAID THE ONE 
PILOT WAS CAPTURED ALIVE, THE OTHER DIED BEFORE CAPTURE. THE 
DOCUMENTS DO NOT REFLEC'!' THE FINAL DISPOSITION OF TilE DEAD 
PILOT'S BODY. HOWEVER, NEITHER DO THEY CONTRADICT WITNESS 
STATEMENTS THAT 'I'HEY BURIED 'l'JiE BODY WHERE IT LANDED. THF..RE IS 
SOMB DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE (REF N) TO CORROBORATE STATEMENTS THAT' 
THE BURIAL SITF. IS NOW LOST. 

C. CONCLUSIONS: 
(1) 'I'HE SRT FOUND NO EVIDENCE THAT VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES 

EVER TRIED TO UNILATERALLY RECOVER CAPTAIN GIST'S REMAINS. 
(2) CAPTAIN CIST WAS BURIED IN AN ARBA OF DESERTED SAND 

DUNES, WHICIl IS NOW IlEAVILY POPULATED BY RESIDENTS OF BAC NAM 
HAMLET, NHAN TRACH VILLACE. 

(3) WITNESSES ARE NOT ABLJ:: TO LOCATE THE BURIAL SITE WITH 
ANY REASONABLE DEGREg OF CERTAINTY. ' 

(4) ChPTAIN GIST'S REMAINS ARE NOT RECOVERABLE. 

10. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COMMENTS: THE BURIAL 
LOCATION THE 'l.'WO WITNESSES IDENTIFIED LIES SOMEWHERE WITHIN AN 
iLL-DEFINE!) AREA OF SO METERS RADIUS. SINCE WE CANNOT IDENTIFY 
A MORE PRECISE BVRIAL LOCATION, WE DO NOT RECOMMEND THIS SITE FOR 
EXCAVATION. CONCVR WITH THE ANALYS'f, CAPTAIN GIST'S REMAINS ARE 
NOT RECOVERABLE. 

11. TEl\M CHIEF COMMEN'i'S: 
A. WHILE INVESTIGATING THIS CASE, THE SRT RECEIVED EXCELLEN'l' 

SUPPORT FROM ALL LEVELS OF THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT. 
B. OVER THE COURSE OF TliREE INVESTIGATIONS, THE WITNESSES' 

TESTIMONY HAS BEJ:,;N CONSISTENT REGARDING THE FATE OF CAPTAIN GIST 
AND THE DISPOSITION OF HIS REMAINS. SINCE HE WAS BURIED IN AN 
AREA OF SHIFTING SAND DUNES, NO REFER~NCE POINTS REMAIN TO HELP 
THE WITNESSES DEI'INE A MORE SPECIFIC IlURIAL LOCATION. TERRAIN 
CHANGES AS A RESULT OF HOME BUILDING ONLY ADD TO THE DIFFICULTY. 
THESE FACTORS MAy ACCOUNT FOR THE 300 MJ:."rER DIFFERENCE IN THE 
BURIAL SITE LOCATIONS THE WITNESSES IDENTIFIED. 

C. THE WEIGHT OF INFORMATION WE OBTAINED FROM ARCHIVAL 
~~TERIAL AND WITNESS TESTIMONY CONFIRMS THE fATE OF CAPTAIN GIST 
A~:O THE DISPOSITION OF HIS REMAINS IN 1968. OVER THE INTERVENING 
YEARS HIS GRAVB HAS BEEN LOST. CONCUR WITH THE RECOMMENDATION 
THAT CAPTAIN GIST'S REMAINS ARE NOT RECOVERABLE./ / 
BT 
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