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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
BOX 64044
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWATT 96861-4044

J24

1771

Sar: 246
22 Nov 94

To: Headquarters, Air Force Military Personnel Center
Attn: DPMCB, Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001

Subj: SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT
ASSOCIATED WITH REFNO 1181

Encl: (1) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J2//170942Z NOV 94

l. Enclosure (1) 1s provided for release to the next of Kin of
TOMMY E. GIST (REFNO 1181-1-01).

2. The JTF-FA has sanitized the enclosed report by deleting U.S.
personnel names per Executive Order 12812, 22 Jul %2, and Title

5, U.S. Code 552a (Privacy Act). In no instance has substantive
material bheen removed.
Ol Wea | —
CHARLES R. MARINEAU, .

By direction

Copy to:
DPMO-RD (w/0 encl)
REFNC FILE
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ARRATIVE MESSAGE ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE
WUTINE

1 170943% NOV 94 ZYB
£ CDR J1F-FA HONOLULU H1//32//
70 SECDEF WASHINGTON DC/ /USDP: ISA/DPMO//

‘NFO WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC
SECSTATE WASHINGTON De/ /CA/EAP/VLC/CCS/OCS//

STh WASHINGTON DC//NEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG//

DTA WASHINGTON DC

TOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//J8//

USCINCPAC HONQLULU HI//J2/J3/J30-M// *
USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//

CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC~PED-H//

BT
UNCLAS //N03460//
MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR JTF-FA/126//

SUBJ/SPECIAL KEMAINS TEAM (SRT) FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT OF
CASE 1181//

REF/A/RMG/JCRC BKK/060943ZMARBS//
REF/B/RMG/CITFFA DET ONE/240S56ZSEP23//
2FF/C/HMG/JCRC BKK/2B0723ZMAR91//
REF/D/RMG/CDR JCRC/292102ZMAYSL// .
RFF/E/RMG/CDR JCRC/3108127MAYS1// .
REF /F/DOC/SRV/UNDATED//
REF/G/DOC/SRV/UNDATED/ /

RET/H/RMG/CDR JTF-FA/280702Z0CT93//
mEF/I/RMG/CDR JTF-FA/161102ZMARS<//
REI/J/DOC/SRV/UNDATED//

REF /K/DOC/SRV/UNDATED//

REF/L/RMG/JCRC BKK/301914ZAUGS1//
®EF/M/MEMO/JUF~FA/LOAUGO3//
REF/M/FAX/JTFFA DET TWO/03SEF93//

NARR/REF A IS5 THE FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT OF CASE 1181
CONDUCTED DURING THE 4TH JOINT FLELD ACTIVITY (JAN gg). REF B IS
THE FTELD INVESTICATION REPORY OF CASE 1181 CONDUCTED DURING THE
257H JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY (AUG=-SEP 93). REF C IS A

TRANSLATION AKD ANALYSIS QOF A BEQO TRACH DISTRICT DOCUMENT
CONTAINING WARTIME DATA. REF D IS A TRANSLATION AND ANALYSIS OF
z BO TRACK DISTRICT DOCUMENT CONTAINING WARTIME DATA. REF E IS A
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TRANSLATYION AND ANALYSIS OF A LE NINH DISTRICT DOCUMENT
CONTAINING WARTIME DATA. REF F IS AN UNDATED, HANDWRITTEN,
VIETNAMESFE DOCUMENT, ENTITLED, “MILITARY REGION 4 ATR DEFENSE

OPFERATIONS JOURKAL, 1964-1973, REFERENCE DOCUMENT." THE MILITARY
REGION 4 (MR4) MILITARY COMMAND PREPARED THE DOCUMENT. IT IS THE
MR: MILITARY COMMAND’S RECORD OF U.S. AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN BY MR4
UNITS FROM 1964 TO 1973. VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES PASSED A COPY OF
THIS DOCUMENT TO U.S. QFFICIALS IN FEB $2. REF ¢ IS AN UNDATED,
UNTITLED, VIETNAMESE DOQCUMENT, THAT CONTAINS 45 ENTRIES THAT
IDENTIFY AMERICANS, IN MOST INSTANCES BY NAME, WHO WERE KILLED IN
QUANG BINH PROVINCE, BETWEEN 1965 AND 1972. ANALYSTS REFER TO IT
AS THE "REGISTER OF U.5. GRAVEE IN QUANG BINH PROVINCE."
VIETNAMESE ATITHORITILS PASSED A COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT TO U.S.
OFFICIALS ON 17 DEC 92. REF H IS AN ANALYSIS Or Rur &, ABOVE, A
VIETNAMEST DOCUMENT REFERRED TO AS THE YREGISTER OF U.S. GRAVES
IN QUANG BINH PROVINCE." REF I IS AN ANALYSIS OF QUANG BINH
BURIAL DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING A DOCUMENT REFERRED TO AS THE
"REGISTER OF U.S. GRAVES IN QUANG BINH PROVINCE (REF G, ABOVE)."
THIS ANALYSIS INCLUDES AN ASSESSMENT OF INTERVIEWS WITH THREE
FORMER MR4 OFFICERS WHO HELPED PREFPARE RECORDS QF VIETNAMESE
UNILATERAL EFFORTS TO RECOVER REMAINS OF AMERICANS WHO WERE
KILLED IN QUANG BINH PROVINKCE. REF J IS5 AN UNDATED LIST QF
AMERICANS KILLED IN MILITARY REGION 4, THE VIET'NAMESE PROVIDED ON
21 JULY 1991, REF K IS AN UNSIGNED LIST, DATED 2 NOV 78,
ENTITLED, "ROSTER OF AMERICANS WHOQO WERE KILLED IN ACTION IN THE
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (REMAINS NOT RECOVERABLE),

PREPARED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE OF THE VIETNAMESE
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. REF L IS AN ANALYSIS OF MATERIAL AT THE
2B0TH AIR DEFENSE REGIMENT TRADITION HOQUSE. REF M OUTLINES 84
CASES THAT THE u.S. HOPED MIGHT YIELD INFORMATION ON THE
DISPOSITION OF REMAINS OF UNACCOUNTED FOR AMERICANS. REF N IS A
DOCUMENT CONTAINING TWO INTERNAL LISTS: "LIST OF DECEASED U.S,
ATRMEN, BURIED, NEED TO LOCATE REMAYNS," AND, LIST OF DECEASED
U.5, SOLDIERS THAT WLCRE BURIED (GRAVE SITE UNDETERMINED).

1THIS REPQRT IS BASED O FIZLD ANALYSIS ALONE AND IS NOT INTENDED

TO PROVIDE FINAL ANALYTICAL CONCLUSIQNS !/

RMKS/1. SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION:

A. RECOMMENDAT1ON: THE REMAINS OF CAFTAIN TOMMY E. GIST
ARE NOT RECOVERABLE.

B. SUMMARY: THE JOTNT SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM (SRT)
INVESTIGATED CASE 1181 ON 11 AND 12 OCTOBER 19%4. THE OBJECTIVE
OF THE TNVESTIGATION WAS TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE REMAINS OF THE
UNACCOUNTED FOR IJKDIVIDUAL IN THIS CASE ARE RECOVERABLF. THE SRT
INTERVIEWED FIVE WITNLESSES WITH KNOWLEDGE OF THIS CASE, TWO OF
WHOM HAD KNOWLEDGL OF THE UNACCOUNTED FOR PILOT. THE PREPONDERANCE
OF INFORMATION INDICATLS THE PILOT IN ‘THIS CASE WAS KILLED BY GROUND
FIRE AFTER EJECTING FROM HIS AIRCRAFT. HIS BODY WAS BURIED NEAR
WHERE IT FELL IN WHAT WAS THEN VACANT SAND DUNES, BUT NOW IS A
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HEAVILY FPOPULATED AREA. WITNESSES WHO BURIED THE UNACCOUNTED FOR
PILOT WERE NO LONGER ABLE TO REMEMBER OR RECOGNIZE THE PRECISE
LOCATION OF THE SITE. THFE TEAM FOUND NO EVIDENCE THAT VIETNAMESE
AgTHORITIES EVER TRIED TO RECOVER THE REMAINS OF THE PILOT FOR 'THIN
CASE. :

2. BACKGROUND:

A. CTRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS: CAPTAIN TOMMY E. GIST AND CAPTAIN
TERRY J. UYEYAMA, USAF BECAME UNACCOUNTED FOR WHEN THEIR RF-4C
AIRCRAFT WAS SHOT DOWN OVER NORTH VIETNAM, ON 18 MAY 1968.
CAPTAIN UYEYAMA RETURNED TO THE U.,S DURING OPERATION HOMECOMING.
HE GTATES THAT GROUND FIRE DAMAGED HIS AIRCRAFT, AND BOTH CREW
MEMBERS LJECTED AS THEY WERE CROSSING THE COAST HEADING EAST.
CAPTAIN UYEYAMA WAS CAPTURED IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATE
48Q XE 720 390. ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SEE CAPTAIN CIST AGAIN AFTER
EJECTING, HE FIRMLY BELIEVES THAT HE DIED EITHER WHILE DESCENDING
BY PARACHUTE OR IMMEDIATELY APTER LANDINC DUE TO GUNFIRE FROM
ENEMY TRCOCOUPS ON THE GROUND. DURING CAPTAIN UYEYAMA’S CAPTIVITY,
A PRISON GUARD SHOWED HIM BEOTH CREW MEMBERS’ IDENTIPICATION
CARDS, AND INDICATED USING HAND GESTURES THAT CAPTAIN GIST WAS
DEAD,.

B. PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS/SURVEYS/ARCHIVAL RESEARCH.

(1) A JOINT TEAM INVESTIGALED CASE 1181 IN QUANG BINH
PROVINCE DURING THE 4TH JOINT FKFIELD ACTIVITY (JFA) (JANUARY 1989)
(REF A), WITNESSES IDENTIFIED A BURIAL SITE IN NHAN TRACH
VILLAGE AT 48Q XE 677 412 AND A CRASH SITE IN LY TRACH VILLAGE AT
- 48Q XE 675 397. THEY PHOTOGRADPHED WRECKAGE AT THE CRASH SIVFE
THAT JTF-~FA WRECHKAGE ANALYSIS EXPERTS DETERMINED WAS PROBARLY
FROM AN F=-4 TYPE AIRCRAFT. WITNESSES COQULD PROVIDE ONLY A
GENERAL LOCATION FOR TIIE BURIAL SITE, IN AN AREA OF SHIFTING SAND
DUNES. THE TEAM RECOMMENDED EXCAVATION OF '"HE 100 SQUARE METER
BURIAL SITE.

(2) DURING THE 25TH JFA (SEPTEMBER 1993} (REF B) A JOINT
TEAM CONDUCTED A PRE-EXCAVATION SURVEY OF THI BURIAL SITE LOCATED
DURING THE 4TH JFA. THEY USED GROUND PENETRATING RADAR (GPR) TO
SURVEY TWO 20X40 METERS SITES IDENTIFIED BY WITNESSES, WITH
NEGATLVE RESULTS.

(2} ENTRY NUMBRER 9 IN AN UNTITLED BO TRACH DISTRICT
DOCUMENT OF WARTIME STATISTICS (REF/S C AND D) CORRELATES TO CASE
1181 BY MISSION DATE, TIME OF DAY, AND AIRCRAFT TYPE. THE ENTRY
CREDYTS THE MILITIA OF THE VIET TRUNG STATE KFARM, DAI TRACH, LY
TRACH, AND NIAN TRACH VILLAGES WITH SHOOTING DOWN AN F=4H AT 1525
ON 18 MAY 1568&. THE ENTRY FURTHER LISTS THE FATE OF THE CREW AS
ONE KILLED, ONE CAPTURED ALIVE. A& SECTION OF THE DOCUMINT
LISTING TIE NAMES OF U.S, PILOTS CAPTURED ALIVE LISTS "CAPTAIN
TOMMY E. GIST" AND DOES NOT LIST CAPTAIN UYEYAMA, THERE IS5 NO
INDICATION THIS WAS ANYTHING BUT A CLERICAL ERROR ON THE PART OF
BO TRACH DISTRICT OFFICIALS. CAPTAIN GIST IS THE ONLY
UNACCOUNTED FOR PERSON LISTED IN THIS SECTION OF THE DOCUMENT.

(4) AN ENTRY IN AN UNTITLED LE NINH DISTRICT DOCUMENT OF
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WARTIME STATISTICS (REF E) POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO CASE 1181 BY
APPROXIMATE DATE AND GENERAL LOCATION. THE ENTRY STATES THAT AN
THUY VILLAGE MTILITIA SHOT DOWN AN F-105 ON 20 MAY 1968. &
COMPUTER ASSISTED SEARCH OF U.S. RECORDS CONFIRMED THAT NO U.S.
AIRCRAFT WERE LOST IN VIETNAM ON 20 MAY 1968.

(5) ENTRIES 1167 AND 1168 IN THE "MILITARY REGION 4 AIR
DEFENSE OPERATIONS JOURNAL, 1864-1973" (REF F), CORRELATES TO
CASE 1181. BOTH CORRELATE BY DATE, TIME OF DAY, GENERAL
LOCATION, AND FATE OF CREW (ONE DEAD, ONE CAPTURED). ENTRY 1167
FURTHER STATES THAT A DETACHMENT OF REGIMENT 214 IN BO TRACH
DISTRICT SHOT DOWN THE AIRCRAFT, AND THAT THE AIRCRAFT WAS AN
RF=4C. ENTRY 1168 APFFARS TO BE A DUPLICATIL ENTRY, PROBABLY
RESULTING FROM A DIFFERENT UNIT CLAIMING CREDIT FOR THE SAME
INCIDENT. THIS ENTRY LISTS AN A3J SHOT DOWN IN DO LUONG BY
REGIMENT 222,

(6) ENTRY NUMBER 42 IN THE "REGISTER OF U.S. GRAVES IN
QUANG BINH PROVINCE," CONTAINE INFORMATION THAT POSSIBLY
CORRELATES TO CASE 1181 (REF‘S G, H, AND Y). IT RECORDS THAT AN
UNIDENTIFILD AIRCRAFT WAS SHOT DOWN IN BO TRACH ON 18 MAY 1968,
AND THE BODY OF THE PILOT WAS "DESTROYED," THERE WERE ONLY TWO
U.S. AIRCRAFT LOSSES IN NORTH VIETNAM ON THAT DATE, THE CASE 1181
AIRCRAFT AND THE AIRCRAFT OF A RESOLVED INCIDENT. IT IS
INTERESTING TO NQTE THAT THIS ENTRY DOES NOT HAVE ANY INFORMATION
UNDER THE HEADINGS FOR PILOY OR AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION. CAPTAIN
UYEYAMA SAW IDENTIFICATTON CARDS FOR BOTH AIRCREW MEMBERS ON 25
MAY AS HE WAS EN ROUTE . TO A PW CAMP. - THIS INDICATES THAT THEIR.
IDENTIFICATION MEDIA PASSED RAPIDLY THROUGH THE HANDS OF DISTRICT
OR PROVINCE OFFICIALS, IF AT ALL.

(7) ENTRY NUMBER 1 ON THE "RECORD OF AMERICAN AIR PIRATES
KILLED AND TORN APART IN MILITARY REGION IV" (REF J) CORRELATES
TO CASE 1181. IT LISTS “TEWNEY, EDWARD GTST", CAPTAIN, SHOT DOWN
IN AN RF-4C ON 18 MAY 1968 IN BO TRACH DISTRICT. THE ENTRY IS
ANNOTATED IN THE “"REMARKS" COLUMN WITH THE STATEMENT THAT THIS
PERSON WAS “WITH UYEYAMA." THE VIETNAMESE ENEMY PROSELYTIZING
OFFICE COMPILED THIS DOCUMENT.

(8) U.S, RESFARCHERS EXAMINED ARTIFACTS ON DISPLAY AT THE
280TH AIR DEFENSE REGIMENT TRADITION HOUSE IN GIA LAM DISTRICT,
HANCI IN 1991 (REF J). ONE SUCH ITEM WAS AN INFLATABLE LIFE RAFT
WITH ENGLISH WRITING ON IT INDICATING THAT U.S. TECHNICIANS HAD
INSPECTED THE BOAT FOR SERVICEABILITY MOST RECENTLY ON 14 APRIL
1968. A VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE DISPLAY TAG ATTACHED TO THE ITEM
READ "A BOAT THAT BELONGED TO THE AMERICAN PILOT OF AN RF4C THAT
D105 (BATTALION 105) SHOT DOWN ON 25 JANUARY 1968." THE CLAIMED
DATE OF THE SHOOT-DOWN (25 JAN &8) PRE=DATES THE INSPECTION DATE
(14 APR 68) ON 'THE RAFT, WE CANNOT CORRELATE THE RAFT ITSELF TO A
EPECIFIC AIRCRAFT OR INCIDENT.

(9) THE "ROSTER OF AMERICANS WHO WERL KILLED IN ACTION IN
TEE SOCIALISY REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (REMAINS NOT RECOVERABLE},"
PREPARED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE OF THE VIETNAMESE
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE, CONTAINS INFORMATION THAT CORRELATES TO CASE
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1181 (REF K). ENTRY NUMRER 2+ CORNELATES BASID ON ENTJ. NAME AND
RANK OF CAPTAIN GLS$T, ALON3 WITH HIS DYRTH DATE, BRANCH OF
SERVICE, SERIAL NUMBER, LATE OF MISSION, AIRCRAFT TYPE, AND
LOCATION (BO TRACH). THE ENTRY STATES THAT VIETNAM HAS THIS
PERSON’S IDENTIFICATLON CARD, AND THAT TIE BODY WAS DESTROYED IN
THE INCIDENT.

(A) THE DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE WAS BRIEFLY
RESPONSIBLE FOR VIETNAM’S UNILATERAL EFFORTS U0 RECOVER REMAINS
OF AMER1CANS WHO DIID IN VIETNAM, FROM LATE 1974 UNTLL 1978-79.
LK 1979, THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT TRANSFERRED THE SMALL SECTION
COORDINATING THE RECOVERY OF REMATNS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
MILITARY JUSTICE TO THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED VNOSMP.

(B) ON 28 AND 29 AUG 94, DETACHMENT 2/S RESEARCH
EISTORIAN DISCUSSED THF ORIGINS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY
JUSTICE’S LIST WITH TWO VNOSMP OFFICIALS WHO HELPED COMPILE THE
DATA IN THIS DOCUMENT. THEY DESCRIBED THE MANNER IN WHICH ''HEY
COMPILED THF DATA AND EXPLAINED TIHAT THEY GOT SOME OF THE DATA
FROM REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION THAT U.S, OFFICIALS PASSED TO
VTETNAMESE AUTHORITIES IN 1973. THEY RECALLED THEY SENT THE DATA
RECEIVED FROM TEE U.S. TO PROVINCE MILITARY COMMANDS AND
INSTRUCTED THE PROVINCE COMMANDS TO CONFIRM DATA ABOUT INCIDENTS
TN THEIR AREAS OF QOPERATION. PROVINCE AUTHORIYWTES THEN TRIED TO
MATCH THE U.S. DATA TO INFORMATION YN LOCAL RECORDS. 1IN THIS
MANNER, LOCAL AUTHORITIES WERE AHLE TO UFDATE, EXPAND, OR CLARIFY
TEEIR DATA. THIS RECORD, DATED 2 NOV 78, CONTAINS A COMPILATION
OF DATA RECEIVED FROM THE PROVINCE COMMANDS.

(10) ON Ol SEP 93 THE SRV TURNED OVER A DOCUMENT (REF N)

THAT CONTAINS TWO LISTS, A "LIST OF DECEASED U.S. AIRMEN, BURIRD,
NEED TO LOCATE REMAINS" AND A "LIST OF DECEASED U.S. SOLDIFRS
THAT WERE BURIED, GRAVE SITE UNDETERMINED., BOTH LISTS CONTAIN
ENTRIES FOR CAPTAIN GIST. MOST OF THE CASES LISTED IN THIS
DOCUMENT APPEARED ON 2 U.S. LIST OF 8¢ CASES FOR WHICH U.S.
ENALYSTS BELIEVE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITTES SHOUT.D HAVE ADDITIONAL
ITNFORMATION (REF M).

J. DETAILE OF INVESTIGATION:

A. IN AUG 93, U.S. AND SRV OFFICIALS AGREED TO INVESTIGATE 84

CASES THAT U.5. OFFICIALS HOPED MIGHT YXYFELD INFORMATION ON THE
DIZPOSITION OF REMAINS (REF HM). SUBSEQUENTLY, THE SRT WAS

ISTABLISHED AND TASKEN TO INVESTIGATE THESE CASES. ON 11 AND 12 oCT

%4, THE SRT INVESTIGATED CASE 1181,
(1) U.8. CONTINGENT:

Cws pumeiRNENRA. (TE2M LEADER)

TRGT Y (ANALYST/LINGUIST)

S5C AN (MIMORIAL AFFAIRS)
(2) VICTNAMESE CONTINGENT:

PHAM CONG KHOI (PIIAMJ COONG KHOQIY), MINISIRY OF

DEFENSE
PEAN THANII NHA (PHAN THANH NHAX), HMINISTRY OF
INTERICR
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B. ON 11 OCT 94, THE SRT INTERVIEWED THREE WITNESSES IN DAI
TRACH VILLAGE, BO TRACH DISTRICT CONCERNING CASE 1181.

(1) MR, LE DINH PHAM (LEE DINHF PHAAMR) IS A 53 YOA FARMER
AND LIFELONG RESIDENT OF DAI TRACH. DURING THE WAR HE COMMANDED
A 12.7MM AAA MILITIA SQUAD. HE RECALLED THAT IN THE SUMMER OF
1968 AT 1400 OR 1500, LOCAL AAA FORCES (NOT INCLUDING HIS UNIT)
SHOT DOWN AN F-4H NEAR THE SHOKRE. TWO PILOTS EJECTED AND THEIR
PARACHUTES BEGAN DRIFTING OUT TO SEA. THE AAA UNITS CONTINUED
FIRING TO PREVENT THEIR RSCAPE. ONE CHUTE WENT DOWN ABOUT TWO
KILOMETERS OUT TO SEA, AND THE OTHER CAME DOWN ABOUT ONE
KILOMETER INLAND. DAT TRACH VILLAGERS WENT QUT BY BOAT TO
CAPTURE THE FIRST PILOT. ONCE BACK ON LAND, MR. PHAM ANU OTHERS
HELD THE PILOT IN DAI TRACH VILLAGE UNTIL HANDING HIM OVER TO
DISTRICT AUTHORITIES LATER IN THE DAY. (FIELD COMMENT: HE STATED
THAT THE CAPTURED PILOT WAS AUSTRALIAN., THE SRT’'S VILTNAMESE
COUNTERFART STATED THAT SOME CAPTURED U.S. PILOTS WOULD CLAIM OTHER
NATTONALITIES IN THE HOPE THAT THEY WOULD RECEIVE LESS HARSH
TREATMENT FROM THEIR CAPTORS.) THE PILOT WHO DESCENDED ON LAND
WAS DEAD, BUT MR. PHAM DID NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM BECAUSE
HE WAS BUSY CAPTURING THE LIVE ONE.

(2) MR. PHAN DINH KHOI (PHAN DINEF KHOOI) IS A 55 YOA
FARMER, WHO WAS TN THE DAI TRACH MILITIA DURING THE WAR. HE
STATED THAT IN THE 5TH LUNAR MONTH (27 MAY-25 JUN) OF 1968, AAA
FORCES SHOT DOWN AN F~4H AS IT FLEW IN A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION. HE
SAW TWO RED PARACHUTES COME FROM THE AIRCRAFT AT AN ALTITUDE OF
ABOUT 500 METERS: GROUND FORCES FIRED AT THE PARACHUTES TO
PREVENT THE PILOTS’ ESCAPE. ONE PILOT LANDED TWO KILOMETERS OUT
TO SEA, AND PEODLE FRCM NHAN TRACH VILLAGE WENT BY DOAT TO
CAPTURE HIM. MR. KHOI STATED THAT IIE WAS AMONG THOSE WHO HELD
THIS PILOT IN DAI TRACH VILLAGE UNTIL TURNING HIM OVER TO
DISTRICT AUTHORITIES LATER IN THE DAY. HE DID NOT RECALL ANY
TDENTIFICATION MEDIA, BUT DESCRIBED THE PILOT AS 1.6 - 1.7 METERS
TALL, WITH A SHAVED IIEAD. MR. KHOI HAD BEEN TOLD THE FILOT WAS
AN AUSTRALIAN LIEUTENANT (SEE NOTE IN 3B(1} ABOVE). THE SECOND
PILOT LANDED ONE KILOMETER INLAND AND DIED SOON AFTER LANDING DUE
TO GUNSHMOT WOUKDS IN BOTH LEGS. MR. KHOI DID NOT KNOW WHAT
HAPPENED TO THE DEAD PILOT BECAUSE HE WAS INVOLVED WITH THE
CAPTURE OF THE LIVE PILOT.

(3) MR. HUYNH DANG MANH (HUYNH DANG MANHJ) IS A 59 YOA
FARMER, AND FORMER DAI TRACH VILLAGE MILITIA COMMANDER. HE
AGREED WITH THE ACCOUNTS OF THE FIRST TWO WITNESSES, WITH THE
EXCEPTTON THAT HE STATED THAT THE ATRCRAFT WAS SHOT DOWN AT 1600.
HE SAW THE CAPTURED PILOT BEING TURNED OVER TO DISTRICT
AUTHORITLES LATER THE SAME DAY. IIE HAD HEARSAY INFORMATION THAT
UNIDENTIFIED NHAN TRACH VILLAGERS BURIED THE DEAD PILOT, BUT HE
DID NOT KNOW WHERE.

C. ON 12 OCT 54, THE SRT INTRRVIEWED 1WO WITNESSES IN NHAK
TRACH VILLAGE, BO TRACH DISTRICT. THE &TH JFA TEAM INTERVIEWED
BOTH OF THESE WITNESSES, AND THE 25TH JFA TEAM RE-INTERVIEWED MR.
BAN. THE SRT ALSO SPOKE TO TWO RESIDENTS IN THE IMMEDIATE
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VICINITY OF THE ALLEGED BURIAL SITE.
(1) MR. NGUYEN NGOC BAN (NGUYEENX NGOCJ BAANR) IS A
RETIRED 5& YOA LIFE-TIME RESIDENT OF NHAN TRACH, AND FORMER
DEPUTY VILLAGE MILITIA COMMANDER. HE STATED THAT ON AN
UNRECALLED DATE IN 1968 LOCAL AAA UNITS SHOT DOWN AN F-4H. THE
AIRCRATFT CRASHED IN LY TRACH VILLAGE. TWO PILOTS EJECTED AND
TIIEIR PARACHUTES BEGAN DRIFTING OUT TO SEA. THE AAA UNITS
CONTINUED FIRING AT THE PARACHUTES TO PREVENT THE CREW MEMRERS’
ESCAPE. THEY SHOT ONE PILOT TIIROUGH THE LEG BEFORE HE CAME DOWN
ON LAND, THE OTHER PILOT CAME DOWN AT SEA., VILLAGERS FROM DAI
TRACH WENT OUT BY BOAT TO CAPTURE THE SECOND PILOT. ACCORDING TO
MR. BAN, ONCF THE DAI TRACH PEOPLE RETURNED TO SHORE, THEY HANDED
OVER THE PILOT' TO NHAN TRACH VILLAGE, AND IT WAS THEY WHO TURNED
HIM OVER TO DISTRICT OFFICIALS THE SAME DAY. THE DAI TRACH
VILLAGERS KEPT THE PILOT’S PARACHUTE, WHILE NHAN TRACH RESIDENTS
KEPT HIS LIFE RAFT. MR. BAN BELIEVED THE OTHER PILOT DIED BEFORE
REACHING THE GROUKD. DAI TRACH MILITIA MEMBERS HASTILY BURIED
THE DEAD PILOT BECAUSE THEY FEARED OTHER AIRCRAFT IN THE AREA
WOULD ATTACK. ABOUT ONE WEEK LATER, DISTRICT AUTHORITIES
INSTRUCTED NHAN TRACH VILLAGE TO PROPERLY BURY THE BODY, SINCE IT
WAS DETERMINED TO BE WITHIN NHAN TRACH’S BORDERS. THEY PLACED
THE BODY IN A WOODEN COFFIN AND RE-BURIED IT IN THE SAME
LOCATION, ABOUT TWO METERS DEEP IN THE SAND. MR. BAN KNOWS OF
NO ATTEMPT TO EXCAVATE THIS SITE.
(2) MR. NGO XUAN XE (NGOO XUAAN XEE), IS THE 60 YOA
RETIRED VILLAGE MILITIA COMMANDER. HE CONCURRED WITH MR. BAN‘S
_ STATEMENT, AND DID NOT WISH TO ADD ANYTHING. (I'TELD COMMENT:
' ALTHOUCH MR, PAN WAS PREVIOUSLY MR. XE‘S DEPUTY, HE SEEMED TO BE
THE DESIGNATED SPOKESMAN FOR THE VILLAGE ON THESLE MATTERS.)
(3) MESSRS, BAN AND XE LED THE SRT TO THE BURIAL SITE AT
GRID COORNDINATE 480 XE 67552 41200. MR. BAN SAID THAT AT THE
TIME OF THE BURIAL, THE ARLA WAS DESERTED. HOWEVER, AFTER THE
WAR PEQPLE BEGAN BUILDING MOUSES THERE. THE WITNESSES COULD NQT
GIVE A PRECISE LOCATION OF THE SITE. ‘'HEY INDICATED IT PROBABLY
LAY WITHIN A 50 METER RADIUS FROM THE POINT WHERE THE SRT TOOK
THE ABOVE GRID COORDINATE READING. THE AREA INDICATED IS HEAVILY
POPULATED. AT THE SITE, THE SRT SPOKE TO TWO LOCAL RESIDENTS OF
WHAT IS NOW BAC MNAM HAMLET (THOON BACS NAM) OF NHAN TRACH
VILLAGE.
(A} MR. VO RU (VOX RU), 68 YOA, HAS LIVED IN BAC NAM
HAMLET SINCE 1985, HE STATED THAT PEOPLE CONTINUED BUILDING
HOUSES THERE UNTZL ABOUT 1991. HE ADDED THAT THEY DID NOT DIG
VERY DEEP DURING CONSURUCTION AND HE KNOWS OF NO ONE EVER FINDING
ANY REMAINS.
(B} MR. NGUYEN VINH (NGUYEENX VINH), 47 YOA, BUILT HIS
HOUSE HERE IN 1976. AT THAT TIME THE AREA WAS BARREN SAND, AND
IS [NCHANGED TODRY EXCEPT FOR THE BUILDINGS UPON IT. HE KKOWS OF
NO ONE EVER FINDING ANY REMAINS IN THE AREA,
D. ALL WITNESSES RESPONDED IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER AND
DID NOT APPEAR TO DELIBEERATELY ATTEMPT TO MISLEAD THE SRT.
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L. NONE OF THE WITNESSES THE TEAM INTERVIEWED DURING THE
INVESTIGATION OF THIE CASE HAD ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE
POSSIBILITY OF LIVE AMERICANS HELD IN VIETNAM AFTER 1973.

4. MATERIAV, EVIDENCE: NONE.

5. SURVEY RESULTS:
A. THE REPORTED DURIAL SITE IS SOMEWHERE WITHIN A S0 METER

RADITS OF GRID COORDINATE 48Q XE 67552 41209. THE SRT VERIFIED THE

GRID COORDINATE USING THE TRIMBLE TRIMPACK RECEIVER FOR THE
GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM (GPS) TRACKING FOUR SATELLITES. MAP
DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS: MAP NAME, LY HOA; SHEET NUMBER, 6344-ITI;
SCALE, 1:50,000; SERIES, 17104; EDITION 2-AMS; PRINTED 12-68.,

B. THE SITE IS WITHIN BAC NAM HAMLET AMID HOUSES AND VARIOUS
OTHER STRUCTURES. THE SOIL CONSISTS OF FINE-GRAINED, DRY SAND
THAT IS HIGHLY UNSTABLE. THERE IS NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE OF A
BURIAL SITE AT THIS LOCATION.

6. RECOMMENDED FUTURE ACTIONS: NONE.
7. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGFS: .NONE.
s. MAREAS OR CASE FILE INFORMATION NOW INVESTIGATILD: NONE.

9. ANALYST COMMENTS:
A,  CURRENT INVESTIGATION:: S o :

(1) WHILE JNVESTIGATING THIS CASE, THE U.S. CONTINGENT or
THE SRT REVIFWED ALL AVAILABLE DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE AND INTER-
ViEWED FIVE WITNESSES WHO HAD FIRSTHAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE
CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING CASE 1181. THE TEAM ASKED EACH
PROVINCE AND DISTRICT OFFICIAL AND EACH WITNESS TO DESCRIBE ANY
DOCUMENTS THAT MIGHT YIELD ADDITIONAL DATA ON THIS CASE. NONE OF
THE RESPONDENTS HAD ANY DIRECT KNOWLEDGE OF WARTIME OR CURRENT
DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO U.S. SERVICEMEN KILLED OR CAFTURED DURING
THE WAR.

(2) A JOINT TEAM INTERVIEWED MR, BAN DURING THE 4TH AND
25TH JFA’S. HE TOLD THE SRT ESSENTIALLY THE SAME STORY. THE
ONLY SIGNIFICANT VARIATION IN MR, BAN’S STATEMENT, AND THAT OF
OTHER WITNESSES TO THIS CASE, HAE BEEN THE LOCATION OF "HE BURIAL
SITE. THE AREA WAS A SHIFTING SAND DUNE AT THE TIME OF BURIAL,
AND BSINCE 1975 IIAS BEEN FPURTHER ALTERED BY EXTENSIVE CONSTRUCTION
Or HOUSES AND OTHER SMALL BUILDINGS. CLEARLY NONE OF THE
WITNESSES TO TIIS CASE ARE ABLE TO LOCATE THE BURIAL SITE WITH
ANY PRECISION DUE TO THE PASSAGE OF TIME AND ALTERATION OF THE
TERRAIN.

B. REVIEW OF VIETNAMESE DOCUMENTS; TIE PREFONDERANCE OF
INFORMATION IN VIETNAMESE DOCUMENTS (RCF’S C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J,
K, M, AND N} IKDICATE THE CASE 1181 AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN THE
VICINITY OF THE SITE THE SRT AND THE 4TH AND 25TH JFA JOINT TEAMS
SURVEYED (REF‘S A AND B). THIS LOCATION IS ALSO CONSISTENT WITH
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{1.5. RECORDS ABOUT THIS& INCIDENT. THE PREPONDERANCE OF EVIDENCE
IN VIKTNAMESE DOCUMENTS CORROBORATES WITNESSES WHO SAID THE ONE
PILOT WAS CAPTURED ALIVE, THE OTHER DIED BEFORE CAPTURE. THE
DOCUMENTS DO NOT REFLECT THE FINAL DISPOSITION OF THE DEAD
PILOT’S BODY. HOWEVER, NEITHER DO THEY CONTRADICT WITNESS
STATEMENTS THAT THEY BURIED 'WHE BODY WHERE IT LANDED. THERE IS
SOME DQCUMENTARY EVIDENCE (REF N) TO CORROBORATE STATEMENTS THAT
THE BURIAL SI1ITE IS NOW LOST.
C. CONCLUSIONS:

(1) THE SRT FOUND NO EVIDENCE THAT VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES
EVER TRIED TO UNILATERALLY RECOVER CAPTAIN GIST’S REMAINS.

(2) CAPTAIN GIST WAS BURIED IN AN AREA OF DESERTED SAND
DUNES, WHICI IS NOW IIEAVILY POPULATED BY RESIDENTS OF BAC NAM
HAMLET, NHAN TRACH VILLAGCE.

(3) WITNESSES ARE NOT ABLE TO LOCATE THE BURIAL SITE WITH
ANY REASONABLE DEGREE OF CERTAINTY. )

(4) CAPTAIN GIST’S REMAINS ARE NOT RECOVERABLE.

10. SEARCH AND RECOVERY SPECIALIST COMMENTS: THE BURIAL
LCCATION THE TWO WITNESSES IDENTIFIED LIES SOMEWHERE WITHIN AN
LLI-DEFINED AREA OF 50 METERS RADIUS. SINCE WE CARNOT IDENTIFY
A MORE PRECISE BURIAL LOCATION, WE DO NOT RECOMMEND THIS SITE FOR
EXCAVATION. CONCUR WITI] THE ANALYST, CAPTAIN GIST’S REMAINS ARE
NOT RECOVERABLE.

11. TEAM CHIEF COMMENTS:

A. WHILE INVESTIGATING THIS CASE, THE SRT RECEIVED EXCELLENT
SUPPORT FROM ALL LEVELS OF THE VILETNAMESE GOVERNMENT.

B. OVER THE COURSE OF THREE INVESTIGATIONS, THE WITNESSES
TESTIMONY HAS BEEN CONSISTENT REGARDING THE FATE OF CAPTAIN GIST
AND THE DISPOSITION OF HIS REMAINS, SINCE HE WAS BURLED IN AN
AREA OF SHIFTING SAND DUNES, NO REFERENCE PCINTS REMAIN TO HELP
THE WITNESSES DErFINE A MORE SPECIFIC BURIAL LOCATION. TERRAIN
CHANGES AS A RESULT OF HOME BUILDING ONLY ADD TO THE DIFFICULTY.
THESE FACTORSE MAY ACCOUNT FOR THE 300 METER DIFFERENCE IN THE
BURIAL SITE LOCATIONS THE WITNESSES IDENTIFIED.

C. THE WEIGHT OF INFORMATION WE OBTAINED FROM ARCHIVAL
MATERIAL AND WITNESS TESTIMONY CONFIRMS THE FATE OF CAPTAIN GIST
AND THE DISPOSITION OF HIS REMAINS IN 1968. OVER THE INTERVENING
YEARS HIS GRAVE HAS BEEN LOST. CONCUR WITH THE RECOMMENDATION
THAT CAPTAIN GIST’S REMAINS ARE NOT RECOVERABLE.//

BT

/070917 /321 9 QHA 0007  323/00:26Z 1709422 NOV 94
CSN:SRT1181  323/00:28% CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI
v93000730.07 /
LLUCTUUUUUUYUUUUULUTUUUUUUUTUUIUUT SUULUOY
U UNCLASSIFTED U
ULULLUUUYUUUULUUYUUUULLUUUULUTUUUT LU UL LU



