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PLA PASS TO DOD PO¥-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION DFFICE
SUBJ: SRY ORAL HISTORY, SR CPT NGUYEN CH1 CONG
RFF: DET 1, -JTF-FA MS3J 23@355Z MAR 93

1. REF WAS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED IN
VIETNAM BY JTFFA SPECIAL ASSISTANT, MR G.E. BELL, DURING
THE PERIOD 3 TO 19 MARCH 1993. PARA 2.A OF REF PERTAINS TO
Sh CPT NGUYEN CRI CON3. THE FOLLOWING REPORT PROVIDES THE
DETAILS OF THE INTERVIEW CONDUCIPED ¥ITH SR CPFT CONS.

2. SR CPT NGUYFN CHI CONG WAS INTERVIEWFD IN RACH 314
CITY, KIEN GIANT PROVINCE ON 5 MARCH 1993. THEE INTERVIEW
¥AS MONITORED BY ASSIINED COUNTERPART AND MINISTRY OF
NATIONAL DEFENSE (MND) REP, LTC PHAM TEQ, -AND “INISTRY OF
THE INTERIOR (MOI)} RFP, MR NGUYEN THE CCNG. REPRESTNTING
TEE RIFN Z1ANG PROVINCE PEOPLE’S COMMITTEE WERE VICE-
CHATRMAN, MR TRAN LA%, CFIEF OF STAFF, MR THAI DANG THANG,
é:?i:tA SPECIALISTS , YR BUR GQUANG BEN AND ME THAN MINH

3. SOURCE, A 7@ TFAR OLD NATIVE OF PHONG DINH N
COMMUNIZT REVOLUTION TO FIGRT ACAINST THE FRE&Cgoaﬂgz TE
JAPANESE FORCFS WITHDREW FROM VIETMAM AFTER WORLD WAR II.
ACCORDING TO SOURCE, AFTFR THE GCENEVA AGREEMENTS WERE
SIGNED IN 1954, RE RFYMAINED AT HOME IN PHONC DINH AND
EARNED HIS LIVING AS A FARMER. SOMETIME DURING 1063,
SQURCE WAS CONTACTED BY MEMBERS OF THE RECION COMMITTEE
FOR MILITARY REGION MINE AND TASELED TO CONSTRUCT AND
MANAGE A PRISON CAMP FOK FOREIZM POW’S. AT THAT TIMB
SOURCE WAS INEORMED THAT HIS P)SITION WOULD BE THAT OF
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CAMP COMFANDER.

4, SOURCE CONSTRUCTED THE CAMP IN A MANGROVE FOREST
LOCATED IN THE U MINB HA~ {I.E., LOYER U MIKR) IN THE AREA
OF BIEN BACH VILLAGE (NOTE: WARTIME US MAPS DO NOT DEPICT
B1EN BACH VILLAGE, BUT DO SROW A TAM BANG VILLAGF AT THE
SAME LOCATION REFERRED TO BY SOQURCF VIC VR 997533}, LI¥N
AK  DISTRICT, EIEN 3IANG PROVINCF. ({NOTE: AFTER RE-
UNIFICATION I[N 1976 THE ACMINISTRATIVE BOUNDARY FOR THIS
AREA WAS CHANGED, AND TEF PRESENT DESIGNATION FOR THE
FORMER CAMP LOCATION [5 U MINH DISTRICT, MINH- HAI
PROVINCE. SOURCE RECALLRED THAT THY INITIAL CAMP LOCATION
¥AS KFAR THE JUNCTION DF CANAL NUMBER 21 AND THE SONG CAl
LON RIVER (VR 999534). SOURCE SAID THE CAMP WA3 DESIGNATED
1536 (1.E. THAL GIAM 26), AND ¥AS SUBORDINATE TO THE ENEMY
PROSFLYTING SECTION, POLITICAL DFPARTMENT OF “ILITARI
HEZ IOK NINT (CUC CHINK TRI QUAN XAU CHIK). SOURCE HEARD
TEAT ANOTHER CAMP LOCATED IN THE S5AME GENFHAL AR¥A ¥AS
DFSICNATEL TG35 AND SUBORDINATE TO THE MILITARY
PROSELYTING SFCTION, POLITICAL DEPAXTHMENT, MR9. SOURCE
LYARD CAMP TG3H HELD ONLY ARVN/IVN PO¥’S,

5. SOURCE RECALLED THAT THE FIRST TWO AVMERICAN PO¥W'S WERE
MOVED INTO THE CAMP SOMETIME DURIN} 1964, HE RECALLED
THEIR NAMES A5 ROWE AND PITZER (RYFNOS 2@22-C-21 AND @e22-
€-22). ROYE AND PITZER WERE BOTH CAUCASIANS WHD WERE
CAPTURED IN THE AREA OF CA MAU. SOURCE RECALLED TEAT ROVE
¥AS5 AN ENGINFER, BUT COULD KOT RECALL THE BRANIH OF
SERVICE FOR PITZIER. SHORTLY AFTER ROWE AND PITZFR AHRIVFE
IN THE CAMP, ANOTHER CAUCASIAK ANFRICAN PO¥ CALLED VERSACE
{REFNO B821-9-81) WAS MOVED THFRE. OTAFR AMERICANS WHO
AFRIVED LATEE INCLUDED JOHNSUN (REFNO @42%), TADIOS ({REFNO
2047), PARKS (REFND 204€), WALL{FR (REFNO ee26), JACTSON
(REFNO @284), AND A BLACZ AMEHICAN POW CALLED ROBAT
{SOURCE’S PRONUNCIATION WAS SOMTWHFERE BETYEEN ROBERT AND
ROEART). SOURCE WAS NOT ABLF TO RECATL ANY DETAILS
CONCERNING THE PHYSICAL DFSCRIPTION OF THF MAN CALLED
ROEAT™, FUT DID VAGUELY RECALL THAT HE WAS INITIALLY
TALEN INTO CUSTODY IN TRA VINH AND LATER MOVED TO THE MR9

CiMP.

5. THE FIRST AMIRICAN TO BECOME SERIOUSLY ILL WAS CPT
¥ERSACF. SOURCE RECFI¥ED INSTRUCTIONS FRO® PHE MILITARY
RFG ION COMMITTFE (XHU UY) TO TRANSFER CPT VERSACE TO THEIR
CUSTODY, SOUKCE LAST SAV CPT VERSACE WHEN HE Wi5 TALEN
FROM THE CAMP BY MEMBERS OF THE MILITART PROSELYTING
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SECTION. ALTHOUZH SOQURCE DID NOT SEE CPT VERSACE AGAIN, HE
LATER REARD TRAT HE DIED DUE T0 ILLKESS. SOORCE DID NOT
HEAR ABOUT THE BURIAL LOCATION, SOURCF SPECULATED THAT CPYT
VIRSACE YAS BURIED IN THE AREA OF BIEN BACH VILLAGE,
BECAUSE IT CONTAINED THE ONLY SOLYD GROUND IN THE
IMMEDIATE AREA. THE NEXT TWO AMERICANS TO DIE DUE YO -
ILLNESS WERE CPT WALIER AND THE BLACK MAN CALLED ROBAT .
BOTH MEN WFRE BURRED IN AN EARTHEN ¥ISH TRAP, WRICH VAS
CONSTRUCTED BY FORMING A CIRCULAR EARTHEN DAM WIFH A LOV
SPOT IN THE CENTER FOR THAPPINI FISH AT LO¥ TIDE. SOURCE

"EECALLED THAT CPT WALEER ¥AS_BORIED IN THE DAM AT THE

FRONT OF THE FISH TRAF, AND "ROBAT ¥AS BURIED IN THE DaM
AT TRE KEAR OF THE TRAP. SOURCE SAID HE PERSONALLY BURIED
BOTH BODIES. SOURCE RECALLED THAT THE GRAVES DUS AT THE
TIME WERE APPROIIMATELY ONE AND ONE-BALF METERS DEEP.
SOUKCE DID NOT RECALL ANY MAKRKFYRS PLACED ON THE GHAVES.
SCURCE DID NOT RYCALL ANY PERSONAL FFFECIS OR METAL
OBJECTS (I.E. ANYTHIN METAL TO BE DETECTED BY GROUND
PROBE OR METAL DETECTOR). SOUACE WAS ASSISTED BY A STAFF
MEMBER NAMED THAI VAN QUAN (QUAAN), ¥HO LATIR DIED.

7. DUE TO ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE AREA OF T336 CAMP, THE
CAMP ¥AS MOVED FROM CANAL 21 10 CANAL 26 (VR 9557567).
AFTFR ARRIVAL IN THE NEVW CAMP, ANQTHER BLACKX AVERICAN PO¥
(NOTE: POSSIBLY SGT PARCS, REFNO 2048) ALSO DIED. SOURCF
COULD NOT RECALL ANY DETAILS CONCERNING THE BURIAL. SOURCE
ALSO RECALLED THAT DURING THE TIME TRE CAMP WAS LOCATED ON
CANAL 26, SEVERAL PRISONERS, 'INCLUDING LLT ROVE AND AN
ARVN POY NAMED "RAO, MANAGED TO ESCAPE FROX TEE CAMP.
AIRCRAFT CAME TO THA ARFA AND_A JOINT US/ARVYN FORCE LED BY
MAJ SMITH AND MaJ RBUNG ATTACKED ON THE GROUND, -
SEARCHING FOR THE POw CAMP. DUE TO ENEMY ACTIVITY, THE
CAMP WAS MOVED TO CANAL NUMBER 11 IN THE AhREA BETYFEN BIEN
BACH VILLAZE AND AN BIEN VILLAIL (¥R 2877) IN AN MINH
DISTRICT. ({NOTE: CANAL NUMBER 11 IS NQOT DEPICTED ON
AYAILABLE SHFET 5928, SERIES L6@7, RUT BASED ON THE
LOCATIONS OF CANALS 2 AND 1¢, A POSSIBLE LOCATION FOH THE
AREA REFEHRKED TO BY SOQURCE IS ¥R ©275). SOURCE RECALLED
THAT SOMETIME DURING 1978 OR 1971, A US NAVY SFIP FIRED
INTO THE CAMP XILLING SEVERAL GUARDS. ALSO DURIN3 THIS
SAME TIME FRAME, SGT TADIOS {REFNQ &€47) ALSO DIED AND WAS
BURIED NEAR THE CAMP, SODRCE DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE
BURIAL OF SCT TADIOS, -AND THEREFORE, WAS NOT ABLE TO
PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THY GZRAVE, SOUKCE
RECALLED THAT A CADRE, AND SOURCE’S OWN SON, WHO SERYED AS
THE LEADYR OF TH® PLATOON SIZED JUARD FORCE, -CONDUCTED THE
ACTUAL BURIAL. SOURCE’S SON, RAI (2) THANH, ¥AS SUPERVISED
BY MUOL (18) TRANH, TRF DEYPUTY CAMP COMMANDER. SOURCE ONLY
HEARD FROM RIS SON THAT SGT TADIOS WAS BURIED JN SOLID
JROUND, ALONG SIDE A TRAIL NEAR THE CAMP. SOURCE RECALLED
THAT SGT TADIOS ALMOST MANASED TO REACH SAFETY ON ONE
OCCASION WHEN HE ESCAPED FROM THE CAMP, BOT HE #AS
RECAPTURED BY GUARDS ONLY & FEY HOURS AFVTER HIS ESCAPE,

£, CONCERNING US PERSONNEL ¥RO WFPRE RELEASED FROM THE
CAMP, SOURCT COULD ONLY RECALL TRAT SFC JOHNSON (@333) wAS
MOVED FROM THE CAMP TO CAMBODIA. SOURCE LATER HEARD HE WAS
RELYASED TO THE tI5. SOURCE YAGUELY RECALLED THAT 55¢
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JACESON (REPNO @3E4) WAS ALSO MOVED TO CAMBODIA #HERE® HE
TOO WAS RELEASED. SOURCE ALSO RECALLED PHAT 53 PITZER
%%5:?%5 @@222) ¥AS RELEASED, - BUT COULD NOT RECALL ANY

9. CONCERNINC THE BURIAL LOCATIONS OF U5 PERSONNEL WO
DIED IN CAPTIVITY, SOURCT SAID AE BELIEVES HE CAN STILL
LOCATE THE GENERAL AREA OF THE GHAVES OF THE MAN CALLED
ROBAT AND CPT WALXER. SOQURCE SAID PHAT SINCE TRAVIL
YOULD BE PRIMARILY BY EOAT, AND HIS HTIALTH PFRMITTING, HE
CAN GUIDE A 0US TEAM TO THE SITE. SOJGRCE SAID HIS SON HAI
THANR IS5 [IN EXCELLENT HAFALTR AND VWILL BF READY TO
ACCOMPANY THE TEAM, SOURCE SAID HE HAS NOT FAD RECENT
CONTACT VITH THE FORMPR DEPUTY CAMP COMMANDER “UJI THANH,
BUT PROVINCE COMMITTEE OFFICIALS PRESENT SAID THEY HAVE
MET ¥ITH HIM IN CAN THO, AND THEY BELIERVE HF¥ CAN ALSO BE
LOCATFD TO ACCOMPANT A JOINT TEAM TO THE SITYS. SOURCE
SAID THE PRESENCE OF BOTH RAI TRANH AND MUOQI THANH VWILL BF
CRUCTAL TO LOCATING FHE GRAVES OF SST PARAS AMD SS5G TADIOS
AT THE FORPER CAMP SITES AT CANALS 26 AND 11. SHORTLY
AFTEH VISITING THE BIEN BACR ARFA ALMOST T¥0 YEARS AGO,
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SOURCE HIARD TFAT THF OFFICIALS OF MINH HAI PRIVINCE
RECOYERED THE REMAINS OF ONE BLACXZ US POW, AFTER A SECOND
ATTEMPT AT TXCAVATION. S5OURCE DID NOT HEAR ANY SPECIFIC
DETAILS CONCERNING THE CAMP LOCATLION OR IDINTIPFY OF THE US
PO¥ WHOSFE REMAIKS WERE REPORTFDLY RECOYFREL. TIEIN GIAN]
PROVINCE OFFICLALS SAID THEY ARE WILLINC TO SUPPORT AN
ZFFORT TO RECOVFR THE REMAINS OF THE AMERICANS WHO DIED IN
CAPTIVITY, BUT IF TRE US SIDFE PRFFERS, THEY CAN COORDINATE
TRE RECOVERY TFFORT &ITH THE MINH HAI PROYINCE PLOPLF’S
COMMITTEE, SINCE THE FORMER CAMP SITES ARE CURRENTLY
LGCATED #ITHIN THRIR ADPMINISTRATIVE BOUNDARY, 5A4 INFORMED
THE LQCAL OFFICIALS THAT HE WILL REPORT THE INFORMATION TO
HIS SUPERIORS TO ENABLE TREY TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION WITRH
THE VIETNAMFS® OFFICE FOR SEEEINT MISSING PERSONNEL
(YNOSMP) AKD DFTERMINE TRE BEST CQURSE OF FUTURY ACTION,
CONCERNING THE REMAINS OF CPT VERSACE, SOURCE SAID HE BAS
NOT ABLF TO RECALL THF NAME OF A POTENTIAL JITNE3S TO
ASSIST IN LOCATING THE BURIAL SITE. ASSIGNED COUNTERPART,
LTC PHAM TEO, INDICATED HEF WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE FORMER
MEMBERS OF THF REGION 9 COMMITTEE TO OBMAIN THE IDENTITY
AKD CURRENT YHERFABOUTS OF A WITNESS,

12, WHEN ASXFED CCNCERVING K15 XNOSLEDGE OF ADDITIONAL
INCIDENTS INYOLYING U3 PFRSONNEL, SQURCE SAID HF RECALLED

TEAT SOMETIME DURING THE wAR YFAES IN EIEN GIANG PROVINCE, -

LOCAL RESIDFNTS DISCOVERFD THE AEMAINS OF AN AYMERICAN
SOIDIER. SOURCE SAID FE COULD NOT RFCALL ANY DETAILS, BUT
VAGUELY RECALLED TFAT THEL VILLASPRS TURNED THE REMAINS IN
TQ US FORCES AND WERE REWARDED wITH AN ELECTRIC POWER
FENERATOR FOR THFIR VILLAGF. SOUHRCE SAID HE RECALLED ONE
UTHER INCIDFNT WHFRE LOCAL RESIDENTS DISCIVFRED THF
RFMAINS OF AN AMERICAN FILOT WHOSE ALRCRAFT CRASHED IN BEN
THE DURING 1967. HE SAUD LOCALS FOUND THE REMAINS WHILE
EXCAVATIAG THE FOUNDATICN FOR A NEY HOUSE, SOURCE SAID THE
VILLAGERS WERF CONTACTED BY OFFICIALS FHOM THE PROVINCE
K0 CAME TG TAYE CUSTODY OF THY® BREMAINS. (NOTEr SA
CONFERKFD «ITH COUNTERPART, LTC TEOQ, REZARDING THESE
REMAINS AND DETERMINED TRAT THE REMAINS REFERRED TO BY
SOUNCE HAVE ALREADY BEEN REPATRIATED TO THF US; REFNO
3545, HYDE, WMICHAEL L.). SOURCE IS NOT AVARE OF ANY OTHER
INCIDENTS IWVYOLVINI US PFRSONNEL. SOURCE HAS ND INOWLEDIE
OF ANY US PERSONNEL REMAINIKG IN VIETNAM.

11, GOMMENTS:

A, SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE AND CENERALLY PROVIDED HIS
INFORMATION IN A STRAIGHT FOEWARD MANNER. SOURCF¥ DID
HCWEVER, POLITELY DEFLECT QUESTIONS CONCERVING THE
IDENTITIES OF CADRF PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED TO THE REGION 3
COMMITTEE AND THF GENERAL COMPOSITION OF MILITARY REGION
3. 5A CAINFD THF IMPRESSION THAT SOURCE HAD BEEN ZIVEN THE
AUTHORITY TO PROVIDF ONLY THE IDENTITIES QF THE CADRE
FIPCRTED AROVE. 5A ¥AS CAUTIONED BY THE® PROVINCE VICE-
CRAIRMAN IN ADVANCE THAT SQURCE WAS IN POQOR HFALTH AND
COULD NOT UNDFRGO LONJ INTERYLEY SESSIONS. SOURCE ADVISED
THAT HE SUFFERS FROM HYPERTENSION, AND SQURCE CONSUMED A
VARIETY OF MEDICATIONS THAOUGHOUT THE DAY. DURINI A MID-
DAY ERFAK, SA INVITED EVERYONE PRFSENT IO LUNCH, BUT THF
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VICE-CHAIRMAN ADVISED SOURCE HE SHOULD NOT ATTEND DUE TO

HIS BEALTH CONDITICON.

B.OFFICIALS OF THF PROVINCE COMMITTII WERE VERY
COOPERATIVE AND INDICATED THEY WOULD LIZE TO SEF A RAPID
RESOLUTION OF THE MIA ISSUE. THE YICE-CPAIRMAN SAID THAT
IN KIS OPINION, THF¥ US SIDF SHOULD CONSIDER THE MATTER
RESOLVED IN THE CONTEXT OF REMAININI BILATERAL I55UE3
CURKENTLY BLOCXING A NORMALI1ZATION OF RILATIONS BETWEEN
THE T¥O COUNTRIES. THE YICE-CHAIRMAN SAID THE PW2 SIDPES
CAN CONTINUE TO RESCLVE THE CASFS OF AMEIRICANS STILL NOT
ACCOUNTED FOR ON A ROUTINE BAS1S., LTC IFO ADDFD HIS
OBSERVATION MADE DURING A SIGRT-SEEING TRIP T0 PEARL
FARBOK THAT OVY¥R 22¢23 US PERSONNKEL ARE STILL UNACCOUNTED
FOR IN PEARL FARBIR, - WEICH 15 LOCATED OVLY A TE¥
{ILOMETERS FROM THI HQ OF THE JTF-FA. THE VICE-CAAIRMAN
ASEFD SA TO PASS ON THE APPRECIATION OF THF PEQOPLY OF KIIN
GIANG TO THE USG FOR A USG SPONSORED HEALTH PROJECT
RECENTLY INITIATED [N THEIR PROVINCE. HE SAID SUCH
PEOJECTS WILL PLAY A LARGE PART IN HEALING THE WOUNDS OF
WAR. LOCAL OFFICIALS INDICATED THEY WERT PLFASED TO HAVE
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A US OFFICIAL YISIT THEIR PROVINCF AND OF!FH!D THEIL K
ASSISTANCE FORF ANY FUTURE EFFORTS IN THEIR PROVINCE.
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