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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING {;@ jff”\?)

DETACHMENT TIWO/US MIA OFFICE
DOC NGU STREEF, HANOI, VIETNAM

JULY 9, 1993
\\—__‘_—_—’_____‘/

BUBJECT: FOLLOW UP INTERVIEW OF REQUESTED SOURCE, RETIRED PAVN COLONEL .DOAN HANH

REFS: A. ENTRY NUMBER 25, LIST OF 83 INTERVIEW REQUEBTS, PRESENTED BY U.S.
SENATOR JOHNH XERRY TO ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER TRAN QUANG <O, 15 HAY 93,

B. DET 2, JTF-FA FAY, 28 APR 93, 5UBJ: INTERVIEW QOF COLONEZL DOAN HANH=-
FORMER COMHARNDER OPFICE 22, GROUP 875, ’ ’

1. BACKGRQUND. THIS REPORT TRANSMITS INFORMATION OBTAINED DURING 1¢ HAY 1963
FOLLOW UP INTERVIEW WITH RETIRED PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) COLONEL DOAN
HANH ((DDOANF HANHJ)), WHO COMMANDED ONE SECTION OF OFFICE 22 OF GROUP 875 OF
PAVN‘S GENERAL POLITICRL DIRECTCRATE (GPD). MR. cGENRA S WINEE, DET 2, JOINT
TASK FORCE FULL ACCOUNTING RESEARCHER/HISTORIAN, CONDUCTED THE INTERVIEW AT THE
GOVERNHENT GUEST HOUSE, NUMBER 2 LE THACH S§TREET, HOAN KIEN DISTRICT, HANOI. THE
INITIAL INTERVIEW WAS ON 23 APRIL 1893 (S8EE REF B). THE PURPOSE OF THE GECOND
INTERVIEW WAS TO CLARIFY OR EXPAND ON TOPICS THAT WERE TOUCHED ON DURING THE
FIRST INTBRVIEW AND TO ADDRESS QUESTIONS RECEIVED FROM ANALYSTS IN HQ JTF-FA,
DIA/POW-XIA, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SPECIAL ANALYST FOR THE (ENEEED HREREEN
CASE. )

2. SUMMERY. COLONEL HANH AMPLIFIED HIS RARLIER REMARKS CONCERNING PAVN'E
PROGRAY TO RECOVER U.S. REMAINS; PAVN'S SYSTEM FOR REPORTING CAPTURE OR DEATH OF
AMERICAKS IN NVN; AMERICANS CAPTURED IN LAQS AND SOUTH VIETNAM; ORGANIZATIONAL
STRUCTURE OF CROUP B75; JOINT SRV/RUSSIAN/CHINESE EXPLOITATION OF U.S. POWS)
GROUP 675 RECORDS; REMAINS RECOVEREZD |AT CHI HOA CEMETERY IN SBARIGON IN 1976;
CONVICTER COLLABORATOR wikaar &. } OTHER AMERICANS WHO MHIGHT HBAVE
VOLUNTARILY STAYED IN VIETNAM WHEN TEE|WAR ENDED; MR, Cmse=r® THAJ COHPANION.

3. DETAILS. ‘

A. PAVN'E PROGRAM TGO BE;ZE{EB’H,&. REMAINS (DARAS 4 AND 8, RET B
ANALYSTS KAD BEVERARL QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE ROLE OF GROUP 875 AND THE
DEPARTHENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE IN PAVH‘S POST~1572 EFFORTS TO RECOVER REMAINS OF

AHEZRICANS WHO DIED DURING THE WAR. COLONEL HANH PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING
ADDITIONAL DETAILS.

{1y COLONEL HANH RECALLED THAT GROUP 875 WAS RESPOKSIBLE FOR THE BURIAL,
PRESERVATION, AND REPATRIATION OF REMAINS OF THE 23 AMERICAN AND ALLIED POWS WHQ
DIED IN THE HANOI PRISON SYSTEM. ADDITIONALLY, IN EARLY 1975 HE SUPERVISED THE
RECOVERY OF TWQ U.B5. MARINEB IN HCHC, SAID DURING THE FEW HONTHS BEFORE GROUP
876 WAS DISSOLVED, IN ABOUT OCTOBELR 1974, A FEW LOCALITIXS HAD REPORTED THEY HAD
LOCATED REMAINS OF EQHE AHERICANS; E VER, GROUP 875 PASSED THAT INFORMATION TO
THE DEPARTKENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE 80 |THE DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE COULD
COLLECT THE DOCUMENTS AND BUPERVISE THS RECOVERY. HE BAID HE WARS NOT AWARE THATY
GROUP 875 WAB INVOLVED IN ANY OTHER REHAINS RECOVERY ACTIVITIES. LTC PHAM TEQ,
YNOSMP SPECIALIST WHQO MONITORED T INTERVIEW, CONFIRMED THAT GRAQUP 875
PARTICIPATED IN EFFORTE TQ RECOVER OT U.§. REMAINS ON A LIMITED AND CASE-BY-
CRSE BASIZ. HE EXPLAINED THE EFFORTS WERE IN THE CONTRZXT OF COMPLYING WITH
PROVISIONS OF THE PARIS PEACE ACCORD! HQWEVER, HE COULD NOT RECALL EPECIFIC
DETRILS.

{(2) THE INTERVIEWER ASKED COL L HANH TO COMMENT ON A REPORT THAT THE
DEPARTKENT OF PURLIC BECURITY ((NOW XINISTRY OF INTERIOR}) CARRIED OUT SOME
REMAINS RECOVERY OPERATIONS IN THE HANDI AREA PRIOR TO 1972. COLONEL HANH SAID
HE DID NQT KNOW WHETHER THE DEPARTHE?? OF PUBLIC SECURITY HAD CARAIERD OUT ANY
SUCH OBFERATIONS; HOWEVER, HE WAE CER PIH THE MILITARY DID NOT CARRY OUT SUCH
OPERATIONE PRIOR TO 1972. !

. A
(3) AS COLONEL HANH RECALLED THE HISTORY OF THE ISSUE, REMAINS RECOVERY

i
1

|
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DID NOT BECOME IMPORTANT UNTIL RBQUT| 1974. COLONEL HANH RECALLFD THAT THE
DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE {(DMT) W ESTABLISHRED IN ABQUT OCTOBER 1%74; ABOUT
THE TIME GROUP 875 WAS DISBANDED. WHEN THE ISSUE BECAME INFORTANT, BENIOR PAVN
RUTHORITIES ESTABLISHED A SMALL ELEMINT, ATTACHED T¢ THE DMJ, TO RECEIVE REMAINS
RECOQVERED BY THE PROVINCES., THIS ELEXNENT MAINTAINED AN OFFICE AT NO. 3 DUONG
THANH STREET, IN HANOCI, ALTHOUGH THE DMJ PARTICIPATED IN THE RECOVERY BEFFORTS,
THE DMJ WAS NOT IN CHARGE OF THE EFFORT. COLONEL HANH ALSC SAID HE WAE CERTAIN
THE ENEKY PROSELYTING DEPARTMENT HAD NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR RECOVERING REMAINS,
ALTHQUGH THZIY PROBABLY KNEW ABOUT THE REMAINS OF THE POWS WHO DIED WHILE IN
CAPTIVITY. HE BAID THE CENTRAL CFFI OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY DIRECTED THE
EFFORTS TO RECOVER U.3. REMAINS.

(4) FE RECALLED THE GENERAL POLICY CONCERNING THE REMAINS RECOVERY EFFORT
WAS THAT THE MILITARY ALONE COULD NOT FiND TEZ REMAINS) THE EFFORT REQUIRED PARTY
LEADERSHIP OF ALL SEQMENTS OF SOCIETY FIND THE REMAINS. WITHIN THE MILITARY
THE CHAIN OF COMMAND FOR REMAINE RX RY MATTERS WAS FROM THE GENERAL BTAFF
DIRECTORATE THROUGH THE MHILITARY REJION COMMANDS TO THE PROVINCE MILITARY
COMMANDS .,

(5) ONCE A 6XT OF REMAINS WAS FOUND, THE LOCAL KILITARY AUTHORITIES WOULD
REPORT THE FACT TO TEEIR MILITARY COMMAND, WHICHE WOULD ARRANGE FOR THE KEMAING
TO BE TAKEN TO KANOI. REPORTS HNO Y WERE TRANSMITTED BY MORSE CODE RADIO
COMMUNICATIONS OR TILEPHONE, GSENTOR AUTHORITIES NORMALLY DIRECTED THE LOCAL
COMMAND TO SAFECUARD THE REMAINS AND| WAIT FOR INSTRUCTIONS TO EXCAVATE THE
REMAINS. COLONEL HANE SAID GROUP 875 WAS NOT INVOLVED IN THIS REPORTING PROCESS.
ALTHOUGH THE DMJ PLAYZD A ROLL IN RICEIVING AND PROCESSING REMAINS AT THE CTINTRAL
LEVEL, COLONEL HANH WAS NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN DMJ ACTIVITIES AND COULD NOT
PROVIDE ANY ADDITIONAL INSIGHT INTO THE DMJ'S REPORTING AND RECORDS.

(6) COLONEL HANH RECALLED THAT THE PAVN FORENSIC LREBORATORY PLAYED A MINOR
ROLE IN THL FEMAINS RECOVERY EFFORT. AS COLONEL HANH UNDERSTOOD, THE FORENSBIC
LABORATORY, COLLOCATED WITH MILITARY HOSPITAL 108 IN HANOI, BECAME INVOLVED IN
THE PROCESE ONLY WHEN THERE WERE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE IDENTITY OF A B8ET OF
RIMAINS. J

{7) COLONEL HANH RECALLED THAT |REMAINS STORRCE DID NOT BECOME AN ISBSUZE
UNTIL ABOUT 1974. AFTER THAT DATE, HE BELIEVED, REMAINS RECSIVED FROM VARIOUS
LOCALITIES WERE STORED AT NO. 3 DUOKNG THANH STREET OR HOSPITAL 108. HE ASSERTED
THAT PAVN NEVER STORED REMAINS FOR PRDﬂOHGED PERIODS AT NO. 17 LY NAM DE GTRERT.
AFTER THE U.&. POWS WERE RELEASED, GROUP 875 RETAINED CONTROL OF ONE ROOM THAT
WAS USED TO STORE REBMAINSE FOR BHORT PERIQDSE. CCLONEL HANH BAID HE WAS CERTAIN
THE REMAINS WERE NOT STORED IN THE LONG BUILDING SQUTH OF THE ENTRANCE AND ALONG
THE WEST WALL OF TEE COXPOUND { (NOTE: THE BUILPDING CITED IN 1979 BY THE MORTUARY
SPECIALIST WHO PROCESSED U.8. REMAINA]). COLONEL HANH INBISTED THAT THE ARMY
FILM INSTITUTE RETAINED CONTROL OF THE BUILDING AND USED IT AS A STORAGE SITE FOR
THE INSTITUTE'S EQUIPMENT WHILE THE UND WAB USED AB A TEMPORARY POW CAMP,
HE RECALLED REMAINE WERE STORED IN ONE OF THE SMALL ROOMS USED TO EOUSE U.8. POWS
IN A LONG BUILOING ALONG THE EAST W OF THE COMPOUND; HOWEVER, HE COULD NOT
RECALL WHICH ROOM. HE BELIEVED THE INE OF THE 23 POWS WHO DIED IN CAFPTIVITY
WARE KEPT AT THIS BITE FOR A FEW DAYS| IN LATE-1972 OR EARLY-1973, BETWEEN THE
TIME THEY WERE EXHUMED FROM VAN DIEN CEMITERY AND REBURIED AT BA HUYEN CEMETERY.
HE ALSO BELIEVED OCCASIONALLY IK LATE 1T74 REMAINE RECOVERED BY THE PROVINCES HAY

HAVE BEEN KEPT HERB FOR A FEW DAYS.

ARl 5 . ‘. AMERLCHANT b

(PARAS 3, 9, AND B, REF B). ANALYSTS POSED SEVERAL QUEBTIONS CONCERNING PAVN'S
PROCEDURES FOR REPCRTING INFORMATION |TO HANOI CONCERNING AMERICANS WHO WERE
CAPTURED OR KILLED IN NORTH VIETNAX.! COLOWEL HANH CLARIFIED ANRD AMPLIFIED

SLIGHTLY ON HIS EARLIER COMMENTS:
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(1) COLONEL HANH EXPLAINED THAT|FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR THE POLICY
ESTABLISHED BY THE PARTY AND THE PAVN HIGH COMMAND WAS FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO
INFORM CENTRAL AUTHORITIES IMMEDIATELY|WHEN AN AMERICAN WAS CAPTUREZD OR KILLED.
IF THE RMERICAN WAS ALIVE HE WAS TOQ BE|TAKEN TO CENTRAL AUTHORITIES. IF HE WAS
DEAD HE WAS TO BE BURIED IN THE LOCAL A. GROUP 875 HAD NEITHER THE AUTHORITY
NOR THE NEED TO INSTRUCT LOCALITIES T¢ DEVIATE FROM THIB STATE POLICY,

(2} COLONEL HANH EXPLAINED T VILLAGES WERE THE FIRST LINK IN THE
REPORTING CHAIN. VILLAGES CUSTOMARILY DID NOT HAVE TELEFPHONES WITH WHICH TO
REPORT INFORMATION TO THE DISTRICT. THEREFQRE, VILLAGE AUTHORITIES NORMALLY
WROTE DETAILS ABOUT AN INCIDENT ON PIECE OF PAPER AND CARRIED IT TO TEHE
DISTRICT COMHAND. THE DISTRICT NORMALLY PARSED THE INFORMATION BY
TELEPHONE TO THE PROVINCE COQMMAND, IN TURN, PASSED THE INFORMATION &Y
TELEPECNE TC THE MILITARY REGION CO . THE MILITARY REGION COMMAND THEN
TELEPHONED THE INFORMATION TO AN OFFJICE--PROBASLY IN THE ENEMY PROSELYTING
DEPARTHENT~-OF THE GEXNERAL POLITICAL DIRECTORATE. POWS CAPTURED IN SOUTH VIETNAM
AND LAO3 WERE REPORTED TO CENTRAL AUTHORITIZS ONLY AFTER THE POWS ARRIVED AT
KILITARY REGION POUR'S MILITARY STATION IN THE VICINITY OF VINH CITY, NGHE AN
PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. THE PAVN NTINUED TO USE THIS REPORTING PROCEDURE
AFTER GROUFP 875 WAS ESTABLISHED IN ABQUT APRIL 1972. THE ORLY CHANGE WAS THAT
OPON RECEIVING THE INFORMATION ABO A NEWLY CAFTURED PILOT, TIHE QENERAL
POLITICAL DIRECTORATE TELEPHONED GRO B75’8 DUTY CFFICE TQO ALZRT THEM THAT A
PRISOWER WAS EXROUTE TO HANOI SO GROUP B75 CQULD PREPARE TD RXCEIVE THEZ PRISONER,

ICH,

(3) GROUP B75 RECORDED THESE [INITIAL REPORT5 AS ENTRIES IN THE DAILY
JOURNAL FOR THE DUTY OFFICE. THESE REPORTS SELDOM CONTAINED INFORMATION ABOUT
THE IDENTITY OF THE PRISOKER. COLONEI] HANH EXPLAINED THAT VILLAGE AND DISTRICT
UNITS SELDON HAD THR ABILITY TO QUESTION R POW OR TO READ ANY DOCUHENTS THEY
MIGHT HAVE CAPTURED WITH THE POW. .

(%) COLONEL HANH SAID NORMALJY GROUP 875 RECEIVED IT5 FIRST CONCRETE
INFORMATION WHEN THE GROUP 875 DUTY OFFICE IN HANOI RECEBIVED THE PRIAONER AND HIS
DOCUMENTS., THE DUTY OFFICE IMMEDIATELY DISPATCHED THE POW TO ONE OF THE POW
CAMPS IN THE HANOI AREA. THE DUTY OFFICE RETAINED THE DOCUMENTS FOR EXAMINATION
BY BPECIALISTS IN THE INTERROGATION P INDOCTRINATION SECTION, AFTER WHICH THE
DOCUMENTS WERE REPORTED TO THE ENEMY PROSELYTING DEPARTMENT. WHENEVER DOCUKMENTS
WERE CONSIDERED SEVERELY DETERIORATED |GROUP 875 WOULD SEEK GUIDANCE FROM SENIOR
AUTHORITIES, WHO NORMALLY INSTRUCTED THE GROUP TO DESTROY THE DOCUMENTS BINCE
THEY WERE NO LONGER NEEDED. ,

c. AN A
t AhALYSTS POSED BEVERAT, QUEST ONS ABOUT PAVN 8 PRDCEDURES FOR REPUORTING
IRFORMATION TO HANOI CONCERNING AHERI%;NS WHO WERE CAPTURED OR KILLID IN LACS AND

S50UTH VIETNAM: |

{1} PAVN DID NOT MAINTAIN ANY 4 8. POW CAMP IN LADS. PAVN FORCES IN LAOS
EVACUATED ALL AMERICANS THEY CAPTURED TO HANOI.

(2) COLONEL HANH HARD NO KNOWLEDGE OF U.S5. POW CAMPS IN SQUTH VIETNAH OR
THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE HIGH D IN ERNCI.

{3) HB WAS AWARE THAT MANY U.B. POWS CAPTURED IN THE SOUTH WERE RELEASED
PROM THE NORTH; HOWEVER, HE DID NOT RECALL ANY SPECIPIC PERSONS OR INCIDENTS.

{4) IF A POW DIED WHILE ENROUTE TQ THE POW CAMPS IN HANOI, THE ESCORTS
WOULD REFPORT THE FACT THROUGH COMMUNIGCATION-LIAISON CHANRELS AND FREPARE THE
APPROFRIATE RECORDS OF BURIAL FOR THB|HEADQUARTER5 OF THE COMMUNICATION-LIAISON
ROUTE .,
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AUIZATIOHNAL STR DRE QF GROUPD % A 4. REF 1 COLONEL HANH HAD
LITTLE ADDITIONAL KNOWLEDGE NCERNING|THIS TOPIC. COLOKEL HANH DID NOT XNOW TH®
BIGNIFICANCE OR BYMBOLISM, IF ANY, OF THE NUMBER "875" IN THE TITLE POR GRQUP
g78. HE IDENTIFIED THE FOLLOWING P ONNEL ‘FOR GROUP 875:

~ COMMANDER1 PHAM THAI ({PHAXJ THAIS)). DECERSED.
= DEPUTY COMMANDER: LE DIEN ((LEX ZIEENX)), DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE ENENY
PROSELYTING [ DEPARTMENT. DECEASED.
POLITICAL OFFICER: NONE.
ENBMY PROSELYTIRG
DEPARTMENT CADREt MR. THO ((THQJ)), MR. Y ({(NOTE: COL NGUYEN MINH Y)),
- HR. DUY ({ZUY¥)), AND MR. DAI ((DDAIJ)). ((NOTE: COL
HANH DID NOT RECALL FULL NAMES.))

E. CHIN 0.8, VIETNAM DID NOT
ALLOW RUSSIANS, CHINESE, OR REPRESENTATIVES OF ANY OTHER NATION TO HAVE DIRECT
ACCESS TO U.8. POWS. VIETHAM DID NQT|ERKD ANY U.5. POWS TO ANY OTHER COUNTRY .

P. ] ¢ CQLONEL HANH WAS UNABLE TO
PROVIDE ENY ADDITIONAL INSIGHT INTO THE TYPES OF DOCUMENYH LHAT MIGHT REMAIN
AVAILABLE TODAY. THE INTRERVIEWER ASKED COLONEL HANH WHERE WE MIGHT LOOK TO FIND
BOCUMENTS RELATED TO AMERICANS WHO ARE STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR. HE OFFERED HIS
OPINION THAT WE MIGHT MRET SBOME SUC@BSS IF WE ABKED THE GRAVES REGIETRATION
AUTHORITIES IN HANOI TO MAKE AN APPEAL TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS AND
LOCAL, POPULACE TO BEARCH FOR GRAVES REPORT INFORMATION ARBOUT GRAVES.

G. o LML KE E b HE A5 <7y bLE SO P
REF_B). BACKGROUND: IN JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1976, WHILE SEARCHING FOR REMAINS OF
TWo U.5. MARINE CORP3 (USHC) ENLISTED MEN AT CHI HOA CEMBTERY, IN HO CHI HINE
CITY (HCHMC), COLONEL HANH DISCOVEREID THE REMAINS OF AN UNIDENTIFIED BLACK MAN--
POSSIBLY AN AMFRICAN., U.S8. FORCES HAD LEPT THE REMAINS OF THE TWO MARINES IN THE
HORGUE QF THE 7TH DAY ADVENTIST ((AKA|CO Doc/coW DDQCCE) ) HOSPITAL ON 30 APRIL
1975. EMPLOYEES OF THE MORGUE BURIEOD THE TWO MEN AT NERRBY CEI EOA CEMETERY.
UPON INVESTIGATION, COLONEL HANH LE ED THAT AN UNKNOWN PERSON OR PERSONE HAD
LEFT THE BLACK MAN'S BODY AT THE 7TH DAY ADVENTIST HOSPITAL MORGUE ALSGC ON OR
ABOUT 2% APRIL 1975. THE SRV REPATRIATED THE REMAINS OF THE TWO USMC SERVICEMEN
ON 32 FEBRUARY 1976, AND TEE REMAINS OF TH® BLACK MAN IN 1986; HOWEVER, THE
IDENTITY QF THE ELRCX MAN REMAINS A MYSTERY. ANALYSTS ABKED THAT WE CLARIFY
COLONEL HANH'S KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE UNIDENTIFIED BLACK MAN.

(1} CENTRAL ARUTHORITIES SELECTED COLONEL HANH TO SUPERVISZ THE EXHUMATIGN
OF THE TWO USHC SERVICEMEN AND PREPARE ¥ FOR REPATRIATION BECAUSE COLONEL HANH
HAD FREVIOUS EXPERIBNCE--IN 1972 HE BUPERVISBED THE EXHUMATION OF THE 23 AMERICAN
AND ALLIED POWS WHO HAD DIED IN CAPTIVITY IN HANOI AND PREPARED THEIR REMAINS FOR

REPATRIATION.

{2) INITIALLY, COLONEL HANH DID NQT BHAVE SPECIFIC INFORMATION RBOUT THE
LOCATION OF THRE GRAVES OF TEE TWO MARINES. AFTER ARRIVING IN SAIGON HE INQUIRED
AT SEVERAL CEMETERIES AND PFPINALLY TED FOUR PQSSIBLE GRAVES IN A SECTION OF
CHI HOA CEMETERY RESERVED FOR UNIDENTIXIED PERSONS. LOCAL BOURCES TOLD HIM THE
REMAINS WERE BURIED IN METAL CASES [HE U.8. RRMED FORCES USED TO TRANSFORT
BODIES. TO AVOID OPEWIKG EVERY GRAVE, COLONEL HANH’B TEAM PUSHED A METAL ROD
INTO GRAVES LOOKING FOR SOUNDS OF METAL ETRIKING METAL. EVENTUALLY, THEY FOUND
FOUR GRAVES THAT CONTARINED A METAL CASKET. ONE CASKET CONTAINED THE BODY OF ONE
CAUCABIAN; A SECOND CASKET CONTAINED| THE UPPER TORSC OF A CAUCASIAN; A THIRD
CONTAINED THE REMAINS OF A BLAGK MAN) A FOURTH CASXET CONTAINED THE LEGS AND
LOWER TORSO QF THE SECOND CAUCASIAN, |((NOTE: MR. BUI DAC TAM (BUIF DAWCY TARAM),
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF HCHC EBXTERNAL RELATIONS OQPFFICE, WHO HELPED EXHUME THESE
REMAING, CORROBORATED MOST DETAILS oq COLONEL HANH'S ACCOUNT. DURING A 2 JULY

|
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1993 INTERVIEW, HE RECALLED THAT THEY l{kauzm THE CASKET CONTAINING THE BLACK MAN'S
BODY WHILE SEARCHING FOR THE CASKET THAT HMELD THE SECOND HALF OF TEE BODY OF ONE
OF THE MARINES,})

(3) COLONEL HANH RECALLED T WAS SOME DIBAGCREEZHMENT WHETHER THE FOUR
CRSKETS CONTAINED THE REMRINS OF REE OR FOUR PERSBONS. HE ABKED FORMER
EMPLOYERS OF THE 7TH DAY ADVENTIST HOSPITAL AND CHI HOA CEMETERY TO HELP. 9THE
FORMER EMPLOYEES OF THE HQSPITAL RE ED THREE BODIES WERE BROUGHT TO TEE MORGUE
OR 29 APRIL 1975--THE DAY BEFCRE LAST U.B. FORCEB LEFT VIETHNAXM. THEY
RECALLED THAT THE HOSPITAL WAS IN A STATE OF CHAQS AND CONFUSION AND NO ONE MADE
A RECORD OF THE IDENTITIES. NO ONE ULD RECALL WHO BROUGHT THE BODY OF THE
BLACK MAN TO THE MORQUE. ' THE HOSPITAL EMPLOYEES RECALLED TEE HORGUE LOST
ELECTRIC POWER BQON AFTER COMMUNIST RCES ENTERED THE CITY AND THE EMPLOYEES
WERE COMPELLED TO BURY THE DECOMPOSING REMAINS. HOPING To HELF RESOLVE THER
CONFUSION REQUT THE NUMBER OF REMAINS, |COLONEL HANH ASKED CENTRAL AUTHORITIES TO
REQUEST DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS QF THE O MARINES FROM U.8, AUTHORITIES. LATER,
CENTRAL AUTHORITIES INSTRUCTED HIM T4 REPATRIATE ONLY THE REMAINS OF THE TWO
CAUCARSIANS. EHE BAID HE INSTRUCTED KR. |TRAN VIEN LOC, THE HORTUARY SPRECIALIST ON
HIE TEAHM, TO FINISH PROCESSING THZ REMATHS OF THE BLACK MAN, HE THEN TURNED THE
REMAINS OVER TO THZ EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (QFFICE OF THE HO CHI MINH CITY (BAIGON)
GOVERNMENT. ((NOTE: MR. BUI DAC TAM (BUIF DAWCJY TAARM), DEFUTY DIRECTOR OF HCMC
EXTERNAL RELATIONS QFFICE, WHO HELPED| EXHUMES THESE REMAINS, CORROBORATED THKIS
PART OF COLONEL HANH'S3 RCCOUNT, DURING A 2 JULY 1993 INTERVIEW, MR. TAM RECALLED
THAT U.5. AUTHORITIES HAD PRQVIDED DITARILED DATA CONCEZRNING THE TWO HARINES;
HOWEVZR, ALL EPFORTS TO IDENTIFY THE BLACK MAN FAILED.))

(4) COLONEL HANH B8AID THAT . LOC WAS MISBTAKEN WHEN HE TOLD U.S.
OFFICIALS THAT COLONEL HANH HAD LOQAT THE REGISTER OF REMAINS FOR THE MORGUE.
HE EATID MR, LOC WAS NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN ANY MATTERS OTHER TEAN THE TECHNICAL
RSPECTI OF EXHUMINC THE REMAIKRS AND EPARING THEM FOR REPATRIATION. COLONIL
HANH SUGUESTED THAT MR. LOC'B BELIEFS (WERE BASED ON HEARSAY AND SPECULATION.

(5) INTERVIEWER ASKED COLONEL HANH TO RECOUNT HIS DESCRIPTICN OF THE BLACK
MAN'BE CLOTHING ((KOTE: DURIKNG 23 APH 93 INTERVIEW COLCNEL HANH DESCRIBED A
CARMOUXLAGCE MHMILITARY UNIFORH)). COLONEZL HANH SAID THE BLACK MAN WAS WEARING
GRAYISBH CILOTHING) HOWEVER, HE COULD | NOT RECALL WHETHER THE CLOTHING WAS A
MILITARY UNIFORM. HE WAS CERTAIN THE BLACK MAN DID NOT HAVE RANK IKSIGNIA OR A
HAT. HE COULD NOT RECALL WHETHER THERE WERE SHOEE WITH THE EBOOY; HCOWEVER, HE
BAID EVERY ITEM QF CLOTHING YOUND WITH THE REMAINS- WAS TURNED OVER TO LOCAL
AUTHORITIES. ((NOTE: MR. BUI DAC TAM, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF HCHMC EXTERNAL RELATIONS
OFFICY, CORROBORATED BO0ME OF THESE DETAILE DURING A 2 JULY 19%3 INTERVIEW. MR.
TAM RECALLED THAT THE BLACK MAN WAS W ING AN AMERICAN MILITARY CAMOUFLAGE FIELD
UNIFORM AND AMERICAN HKILITARY NYLON D LEATHER JUNGLE BOOTS, MHR. TAM BAID HE

WAS CERTAIN THR UNIFORX DID NOT HAVE K INSIGNIA.})

H. Y, XKEY |POJNTS, PARRS 4, 7, 13-17., REF B}. DURING
THE 23 APR 93 INTERVIEW, COLONEL SAID HE HAD BEEN A FPRIEND OF CONVICTED
COLLARORATOR WilENS I - YS8TS POSED SBEVERARL QUESTIONS CONCERNING

[ 3
GEEER CXCERIENCES IN VIETNAX.

(1) ALTHOUGH HE HAD HEARD OF HIM EARLIER, COLONEL HANH FIRAT MET MR.
S FEOUT THE END OF 1972 OR EARLY 1973, HE RECALLED SOME PERSONS REFERRED
TO MA. GENNe A5 A POW WHILE OTHERS REFERRED TO HIM AS A RALLIER. COLONEL HANH
EAID MR. GMMNEEE WAS MOVED TO NORTH VIETNAM FOR HIS HEALTH AND SBAFETY—-TQ PROTECT
HIM FYROM THE HARDSHIPS AND DANGERS OF T SOUTHERN BATTLEFIXLD, COLONEL HANH HAD

NEITHER SEEN NOR HERRD ANY EVIDENCE T HR. N WAS EVER WOUNDED.

(2) GEENY HAD COMPLETE FREEDOP* TO TRAVEL AND RESIDE WHERE EVER HE WISHED
TO IN HANOI. HE TRAVELED TO VERY MANY [PLACEA IN AND NEAR THE CITY, INCLUDIRG HA
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DONG AND GIA LRYM., PAVN RUTHORITIES
LAM; HOWEVER, COLONEL HANH THOUGHT
COLOKEL HANH BELIEVEID THAT MR.

PERIOD OF TIME IN THE EARLY 19708 WHE

PROSELYTING DEPARTHMENT. COLONEL HANH

AT SEVERRL LOCATIONA IN AND AROUND HANOIj; HOWEVER,
ANY SPECIFIC LOCATION OTHER THAN THOS

(3) HR.
COMMANDER OF GROUP 776 OF THE GENERAL
A SBYETEM.OF SIX GROUPH OF REEDUCATION
1976 TO LATE-1978.)) OCCASIONALLY MR
GROUP 776 SYSTEM, BUT ONLY FOR BRIEF
YOR SHORT PERIODS. MR. S
GROUP 776 HEADQUARTERS.
MR, STAY IN YEN RBAI,

COLONEL HANH

WAS NOT ACCUSTOMED TO SHARIN{G VERY SPARTAN,

LIVED AT CAMP G
GROUP 776 FROM MID=1976 UNTIL LATE«~

EVEN OVERNIGHT,

VER DIRECTED MR, CSmge TCO LIVE IN GIA
HMIGHT HAVE GONE THERE FOR RECREATION.
LIVED AT TRAI TRE CRMP (SEE REF B) FOR A
N MR, M WAS ASSICNED WITH THE ENEMY
BMAID MR. QEEmiEy WAS VERY MCBILE AND LIVED
COLONEZL HANH DID NOT RECALL
E MENTIONED ABOVE AND IN REF B.
ROUP ONE ((LIEN TRAI 1)) WHILE ABSIGNED TO
1978. ((NOTE: COLONEL HANH WAS DEPUTY
FOLITICAL DIRECTORATE, WHICH ADMINISTERED
CAMPE IN HOANG LIEN SOK PROVINCE FROM MID-
VISITED OTHER CAMP GROUPS IN THE
"ERIODS. ALSO, HE SOMETIMES WENT TO HANOI
RESIDED IN YEN BAI TOWN--THE LOCATION OF
LAINED THAT PAVN OFFICIALS WOULD KOQT LET
BECAUBE LIXE HOST WESTERNERS MR,
SMALL, AND CROWDED GRQUB

——
LIVING SPACES S8UCH RS THOSE IN WHICH HIS VIETNAMESE OCOLLEAGUES LIVED IN YEN BAI.

COLONEL HANH BAID WHENEVER MR.
rASS8 THROUGH YEN BAT TOWN, CROSS THE
AND GO DIRBCTLY TO CAMP GROUP ONX.

(%]

RETURNED FRGM X VISIT TO HANOI HE WOULD
RIVER AT THE AU LAYU {{AU LARU})) FERRY,

COLONEL HANH CLARIFIED HIE |SARLIER COMMENTS CONCERNING MR. GENSIEENER

RANK AND POSITION IN THE PAVN. ALTHOUGH PAVN WAS RESFOWSTBLE FOR MR.

WELFARE, INCLUDING HOUSING, RATIQNS,

D FVER HELD A FORMAL RANK IN TH

HE RECEIVED PAY AND RATION PRIVILEGES EQUIVALENT TO A CAPTAIN.

PROSELYTING DEPARTHENT QF FAVN WAS RES
TO PAVN IN 1965 UNTIL ABOUT MID-1976.
DIRECTCRATE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR HI
DEPARTHENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE OF
RESPONSIHELE FOR HIM FROM LATE 1978 UN

(5) ¥R. SEJEEE Yi5 NEVER EMP
EMPLQYED TO TEACH ENGLIBH, ALTHQUGH
ENGLISE IN EVERYDAY COKVERSATION.

(6) COLONEL HANK DID NOT
HOSPITALIEZED FOR TREATMENT AT MILIT
DID NOT HAVE A

(7) HR.

KNOWLEDGE,

DID HE FATHER ANY CHILDREN

YIHE MER
DURING THE EARLIER INTERVIEW COLONEL

WHO STAYED IN NORTH VIRTNAM AFTER THE WAR.

ASKED TO COMMENT ON PRIVATE NN
TO COMMUNIST FORCES IN B.2 FRONT, I
STAYED EEHIND WHEN U.8. PQWS WERE RE
EVER HEARD OF PRIVATE Q. ((ROTE
LATE 1874 OR EARLY 1975.)})

N

H

g, pr, SN THAL COMPANI
REVIEWING MR. (NS EXPERIENCE Rl
A FORMER THAY SERVICEMAN WHO ADOPTED
AND WORKED WITH MR. N AT GRO
XNOWLEDGE ABOUT MR, SON BEYOND THE FE

YRD TO TRANELATE DOCUHENTS.

el
'Y HOSPITAL 108.

LEASED TN 1973.

SALARY, HEALTH CARE, AND SECURITY, HMR.
PAVN. WHILE HE NEVER HELD A FORMAL RANK,
THE ENEMY
NSIBLE FOR HIM FROX THE TIME HE CAME OVER
GRQUP 776 OF THE GENERAL POLITICAL
FROM MID-1976 UNTIL LATE 1978. TH=
THE QENRERAL POLITICAL DIRECTORATE WAS
IL HE RETURNED 70 THE U.5. IN MARCH 1979.

HE WAS NEVER
UNDOUBTEDLY HELPED ACQUAINTANCES PRACTICE

WHETHER XR. GBS HAD EVER BZEN

WIFE NOR, TO THE BEST OF COLONEL HANH'E
IN VIBTHNAM.

AYED F RA B H
EAID MR. WAS THE OHLY. AH.ERICAN
DURING THE CURRENT INTERVIEW HE WAS

, A U,.§. ARHY DESERTER W0 CROSSID OVER
BOUTH VIETNAM, IN 1967 AND VOLUNTARILY
COLONEL HANH BAID HE H?g

PVT REPORTEDLY DIED IN CAMBODIA

1 THE DOD SPECIALIST

ON (PARA 1JZ. REF B}

CQUESTED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING
TER VIETNAMESE NAME CHU VAN SON AND LIVED
pp 776,
DLLOWING DETAILS:

COLONEL HANH HAD NO ADDITIONAL



07-1e-1983 ©8:45 84 4 233628 DETAGHMENT 2 JTF-FA P.ea

BUBJECT! FOLLOW UP INTERVIEW OF REQUESTED SOﬁRCE, RETIRED PAVN COLONEL DOAN HANH

REF: ENTRY NUMBER 25, LIST OF 83 INTERVIBW REQUESTS, PRRSENTED BY U.B. BENATOR
JOHN XERRY TO ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER| TRAN QUANC CO, 15 MAY 93.

(1) PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION. ABOUT 1.60 MBTERS TALL, S8LIGHTLY DARK
COMPLEXION, ROTUND BUILD,

{2) CIRCUMBTANCES OF DEFECTIOW: MR, ECHN WAS A PILOT. HE FLEW A T-~28
AIRCRATT TO NORTH VIETNRM AND DEFECTEpD. .

4. CASBES. NONE.

5. POTENTIAL LEADS OBTAINED DURING THE INTERVIEW.

A. COLONEL EANH BUGGESTED WX MIGET ASK THE GRAVES REGISTRATION AUTHORITIES
IN HANOI TO HAKE AN APPIAL TO LOCAL VERNMERT ORGANIEZATIONS AND LOCAL FOPULACE
T9Q SEARCH FOR CRAVES AND REPORT INFQ TION ABOUT JRAVES,

8. ENEMY PROSELYTING DEPARTMENT CADRE:
MR. THO ((THOJ))
HR. Y ((NOTZ: COL NGQUYEN MINH Y)). PREVIOUSLY INTERVIEWED.
MR, DUY ((BUY)), AND MR,| DAI ((DDAIJ)). ((NCTZE: COLONEL

HANH DID NOT RECALL THEIR FULL NAMES.))

BOUPCE BEBROUGHT NO RECCRLCS, NOTIZLOKS,
ORARY TO THZ WARTIME ERA WHICH COULD 23X
.8, PERSONNEL.

6. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: NONR.  THI
DIARIES, OR ANY HMATERIAIL EVIDENGCE CON
ABSOCIATRED WITH ANY UNACCOQUNTED FOR

7. COMMINTS.

A. COLONEL HANH APPEARED TO
RESPCNDED TO QUESTIONS AND EXCHRNGZED

A CLERR MEMORY RND A LOGICAL MIND. HE
IZWS IN A RELAXED, EPONTANEOUS, AND CANDID

MANNER. LIEUTENANT CQLOWBL (LTC) ?HAPITEO, A MZHMBER OF THE VIETNAMESE OFFICE FOR

SEEKING MISSING FPERSONS (VNOBMP) D ALSO R FORMER OFFICER OF GROUP R75,
ACCOHMPANIED COLONEL HANH AND VOLUNTZﬁRED CONSTRUCTIVE INFORMATION.

B. REQUEAT THE VNOSMP ALLOW T U.8. ACCESS TQ THIZ SOURCE FOR POTENTIAL
FUTURE INTERVIEW IN THE EVENT THAT BIGNIFICANT SPECIFIC QUESATIONS ARF DERHED

NECEELBARY.




