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JOINT TASK FORC' • FULL ACCOUNTING 
DET ACHMENT OIUS MIA OFFICE 
DOC NGU STREE ,HANOI, VIETNAM 

JU'LY9, 1993 
...... --~----

SUBJECT, FOLLOW UP INTERVIEW OF REQIJES ED SOURCE, R.!:TIR.!:O PAW COLONEL..oOAN HANS 

REi'S I A. RNTRY Ntrnru:R 25, LIST or a INTERVIEW REQUESTS, PRESENTED BY U.S. 
SENATOR JOHN KERRY TO ACTING FOREIGN INIBTER TRAN QUANG CO, IS HAY 93. 

I 
E. DET 2, JTF-FA FAX, 28 lI.PR 9~' SOBJ: IN'TERVIEW 0, COLONZL DOIUI HAl:l1l--

FORKER COXHANDER OFFICE 22, GROUP 815. '. 

1. BACXqRQ\11iD. TlUS RJl)PORT TRANSl!.! S INFORMATION OBTAINED DURING 10 HAY 1993 
,'0LLOll liP INTERVIEW WITH .RETIRED PEOP~'S A1UIY OF VUTllAH (PAW) COLONRL DOAN 
HAN!! « ODOIUIF HANHJ 1 ), \oIlIO OOl1MANOEO . m: SlI:GTION OF OFFICE 22 or GROUP 875 OF 
.PAVN'S GENERAL POLITICAL IlIRJl)CTORATE ( PO). MR. , ORT 2, JOINT 
TASK FORCE FULL ACCOUNTING RESERRCHER/ ISTORIA1I, '!'llJj; IWl'l<RVIEW AT THE 
GOVER.w.!ENT GUEST HOUSE, NUKBER 2 LE 'l'I!l\ H STREET, HOAN Kli:H DISTRICT, HAl'lOI. THE 
lIiITIJ\1, INTiRVU;W WAS ON 23 lI.PRIL 199~ (Sli:E REF 8). THE PURPOSE OF THE SECOND 
INTERVIEW liAS TO CLARIFY OR EXPAND 0 TOPICS Tl'.AT WEl1.E TOOCHiO ON OORING THE 
FIRST INTERVIEW AND TO ACDl1.ESS Q\1ESTI NS RECnVEO P'ROM IUIJ\1,YSTS ,IiiiN.!!.Q. J'l'F-FA, 
DIA/POH-!UA, AND THE DEPAR'l'I!EN'l' OF DEFE BE 8PECIA.:. ANALYST FOR Tn:;:; 
CASE. r 
2. g'f'.u,ARy' COLONl>L HAN!! AHPLIFIltD !lIS EI<RLIER R.EH.1c.ll1.S COt,CER!UNG PAVN' S 
PROORA.,{ TO RECOVER U.S. REMAINS 1 PAVN' Ii SYSTEM FOR REI'OR'i'ING CAP'l'OlU: OR DEATH 01' 
AHl::RICJ'.llS IN IlVNl IIJ'.ERICANS CAPTURED iN LJ\OS ;>'No BOOTH VIETNAM; ORGANIZATIONAL 
STROC':l1RE or GROUP 875/ JOINT SRV /RU~SIIUl/C!!Im:SE EXPLOITATION OF U. S. PQ'I1SJ 
GROUP 615 R.!:CORDS, REMAINS RECOVERED IAT CHI flOA CEX<:TERY IN SAlCON IN 1976/ 
COllV!C':E:O COLLABORATO;\. I I OTl!1:R A..".ERlCANS WHO MIGHT HAVE 
VO!.UlITARILY STAYED IN THEIWAR ElIDED; MR. THAl COMPA!lION. 

I 

A. l'IlVN' S PBOORl'.M TO Rl!!CQyER i y. S. jU:1'.AINS (pr,AAs 4 I'J;~ 8. El"!' 6) I 

.i\l{ALl'STl; RAJ:) Bli:VERAL QOiS'l'IOIiS COllctRNING THE ROLE or GROUP 875 ANO THE 
DEPAIl.THEIlT OF Kli.ITARY JUSTICE IN PAWiIS' POST-1972 EFFORTS TO ltJ!:COVER RE.>u\WS or 
l'..lU:RlCA1;S WHO DIED nURINa THE WAR. COLOlP-L HANll PROVIDED :::at; P'or.,LOWINO 
ADDUIO!'lAL OXTAILS. i , 

(1) COLONEL HAN!! RECALLED THAT ~OUI' 875 w"S RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BURIAL, 
PRES£RV,\TIOl<, AND ru;;PATRIATIOll OF REHA NS 01:' THE 23 AHERICAli lIND ALLIED rows WHO 
DIED IN THE !I..ANOI PRISON SYSTEM. AIlDI IONAUY, m :;:A.I~LY 1975 HE SUPERVISED THE 
RECOVER:.' Of TrIO u.s. MARIftEB IN HCHe. ' ~ SAIDOURINa THE 1:'3' .. MONTHS B&FORX GROUP 
875 WAS IlISSOLVll:O, II'! Al!OOT OCTOBER 19 4, A FEW LOCALITIll'S HAD ru;;P'0RT!!D THEY llAIl 
LOCA'l'l!:D RXHAINS 01.' SOla AliltRlCA.'lIl/ E Vli:R, GRDUP 875 PASSED THAT Ilfll'OlUiATION TO 
THE DEPARTMENT OJ' MILITARY JUSTICE 50 THE DEPARTHENl' 0" MILITARY JUSTICE COULD 
COLLECT TIlE DOCUMENTS AND BUPERVlSi T ro:COVJ!:R:(. HE Si-ID liE WAS KOT AWARlI: THAT 
GROl,l1' S7S WAS INVOLVlI:D Ilf ANl.' OTHER ru;; !AINS MCOVERY ACTIVITIE:S. LTC PHAM HO, 
VNOSM.P SPECIALIST WIlO MONITORED T Il'I'I'l:RVn:W, CONFIRMED TF.AT QROUP 875 
PARTICIPATED IN XfFORTS TO ru:COVli:R CT l\ U.S. REMAINS ON A LIHITl:O AND CAS£-BY­
CASE 9,\8IB. HE EXPLAINED THE EFFORT WERE IN THE CONT2XT or COMPLYING WITH 
PROVISIONS OF TilE PARIS PEACE ACCORD HO;ll:VXR, HE COULD NOT R.!:CALL SPECIFIC 
OI>TAILS. 

(2) THE INTERVIII:WltR ASKl!:D CO~L !lAllH TO ~NT Olf A REP'0RT THAT THE 
OEPAR'l'I!ENT OF PUBLIC SECURITY «NOW INISTRY OF ItITERIOR» CARRIItP OUT !lOMlil 
REMAINS RECOVERY OPERATIONS IN THE HAN I Alti:A PRIOR TO 1972. COLONEL HJUlH SAID 
HE DID NOT KNOW WIlET!Ili:l\ THl!: O!i:PARTHltNF OF PUBLIC SECURITY HAD CA.'U\IED OUT ANY 
SUCH OPERATIONS, !!OW!:V!:R, HE WAS CE:R'J.1,AIN THE MILITARY DID NOT CARRY OUT SUCH 
OPERATIONS PRIOR TO 1972. I , 

AS COLONItL !lAID! RECALLEIl THE HISTORY OF THll: ISSUE, REMl'IINB RXOOVll:RY 
i 
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SUllJll:CT. lrOLLOW UP INTERVIEW or RXQUItS~SOURCE:' RETIRED PAW COLONEL DOJI.N HAm; 

RlI:r. !1I'l'!1.Y Nl.IK8ltR 25, )..t5T or 83 INn VIP Rll:QUESTS, palllNTID BY u.s. SE!1ATOR 
JOHN lCli:RRY TO ACTING roru:IGN IUNISTlI:!1. QUANG CO, 15 NAY 93. 

DID NOT BECOMB IHPORTANT UNTIL ABOUT' 1974. 001..0N1I:L!il'.NH RlI:CA.t.Ll!:D TIlAT THB 
DEPAATMENT all' IHLI'l'AAY JUSTICE (DMJ) WA.fi ESTABLISHED IN ABOUT OCTOBER 19741 ABOUT 
TIlE TIME CI!1.00P 875 WAS DISBMlDED. WHEl1 TIlE ISSUE IISOl\JU: IHPORTANT, BENIOR PAW 
AUT!'!ORI'l'IItS ltBTABLISIUtD A SMALL lI:LlI:Mi:N~" ATTACIfED TO TaE Dl4J', TO lUi:ClI:lVE REMAINS 
RECOVERli:D BY Till! PROVINCl!:S. T1!IIl XU:: NT NAINTAINED lIN OFFICE AT NO. 3 DUONG 
T!il'.NH STIU:1I:T, IN !il'.NOI. Al..THOUGH TIlE XJ PlIRTICIP;'TEIl IN Tm: RECOVERY EFFORTS, 
T1!E lll4J' WAS NOT IN CllARGE Oll" Tm: Etll'ORT' COLONEL HAN!'! ALIlO sAID HE WAS CERTAIN 
THE ENEMY PROSELYTING DEPARTMENT HAD NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR RlI:~RING RENAINS, 
ALTHOUGH THEY PROSAII)"Y KI!lI;W ASOUT T1!ll! Rli:'.AAINS OF THE l'OWS WHO DIED WHILE IN 
CAPTIVITY. HE SAID THE CE:NTRAL OFFICE OF THE COlUWNZBT PARTY DIRECTED THE 
EFFORTS T~ RKCOVER U.S. ~INs. I 

(") llli: RECALLED Tllli: GENERAL POub COlfCll:ltlUNG Tim l\EMAINS RECOVERY EFFORT 
WAS T1!AT THE MILITlIRY ALONE COULD NOT FIND TIlE l\EMAINB I TIlE ll:lrFORT l\EQUIRED PlIRTY 
LEADE:R5!!IP or ALL SEGMIllNTS OE' SOCIETY to rIND THE RENAtNS. WITHIN THB MILITlIRY 
THE CHAIN or COKMAKD FOR REMAINS REcd.v!RY MATTERS WAS FROM THE GENERAL STArr 
llIRECTOltATI: TIiRDUGH TllJ!: IoIILITAl'tY RE~ION CC»!li:ANDS TO THE PROVINCE XILlTAl'tY 
COMMANDS. I 

(5) ONCE A &s:T OF l\E1'.AINS WAS FOpND, THE LOCAl. MILI'l'lIRY Atl'l::HOIUTUS WOULD 
REPORT TllJ!: 1'ACT TO THEIR XILITAl'tY ~D, WHICH WOULD AllRANGIS roll. THE ro:&INii 
TO BE TAKEN TO HANOI. REPORTS NORlolAI1Ly WERE TRANSMI'l'Tll:D BY MORSE coos RADIO 
COMHONlCATIONS OR ~l..EPBONE. S~NIOR AUTHOR~Trll:B NORMALLY DIRECTED TH~ LOCAL 
~D TO SAfECUARD Till: ~INIl ANDI WAIT FOR INST!1.UCTIONS TO Jl:XCAVATlI: = 
RENAINS. COLONEL HANB SAID GROUP 875 Wli.s NOT INVOI..Vl!:D IN THIS REPORTING PROCESS. 
Al..THOUG!! THE OIiJ Pl..AYltD A ROI..!.. IN R3:C!!I\(ING AND PROClI:SSING REMAINS AT TH:: CENTRAL 
LSVEL, COLONEL HANH WAS NOT DIRECTLY :t1.'VOLVED IN D1!.J ACTIVITIll:S ANO COULD NOT 
PROVIDE A.'IY ADDITIONAL INSIGHT INTO THE DMJ' S REPORTING AND It!!:COROS. 

(6) COLONEL HANH RECALLED THAT Tim PAW FGRENSIC I.ABCR.M~ORY P!.AYED A HINOR 
ROLE IN THlI: ~~.AINS RECOVERY EFPORT. ~S COLONEL HANE UNDERSTOOD, THE FORENSIC 
I.ABCnATORY, COLLOCATED WITH MILITARY HOSPITAL 108 IN HANOI, Bll:CAMA INVOLVED IN 
THE PROCESS ONLY WHEN THERE WERE Q~STIONS Aaour THE IDENTITY or A SET OF 
IU:KAlNS. I 

(7) COLONEL HANH RECAl.LED TH1<TJ RliOKAINS STO.aAGE DID t:OT RECOMB AN ISSUE 
UNTIL i\!lOUT 1974. /lFTlI:R T!!AT DATI:, H.!i BELIEVED, REMAINS RECEIVl!:D FROl( VAAXOUS 
LOC.\LITIES WERE STORED AT NO. 3 DUONG W.A.'1H STRl!:lI::t' OR BOSPITAL loa. HE: ASSERTED 
TMT Pi\VN NltVlI:R STORED lU:KAINS raR PllOrioNOED PERIODS AT NO. 17 I..Y NAH DE llTlUi:lI:T. 
ArTER Tim u.s. paws lo'I:RE lU!LE.ASSD, arurJI' 875 RETAINED CONTROL or ONE ROOM THAT 
1o'A5 USED TO STORE ItEHAINS POR BRORT l'E:RIODS. COLONEL HANH SAID IlE liAS CE:RTA:t1i 
THE REMAINS m:RlI: NOT STOlt!!:D IN 'I'HlIi LONq BUILDING SOUTH 01' THE: ENTRANCE: Jl.ND ALONG 
Tim WEST WALL OF THE CQ!(POUND (NOTlI:. THE BUILDING CITED III 1979 BY THE HORTOllRY 
SPECIALIST Io,HO PROCXSSlI:D U.S. RElIl'oINS ). COLONEL HANI! INBIS~D TMT TliZ ARMY 
l'ILH INIlTITUTIJ: lUI:TAINto coll'1'ROL Of THE UILDIHG lIND OSE:D IT A5 A IlTO.aAGlI: SIn FOR 
TIlE IHSTITUTlI:'S EQUIPMENT WHILE THE OND WAB USID AS A TlIHPORARY POW CAKP. 
HE RlI:CAl.l..EO ru:!lAINS WERE STORED IN ONE lr W..E SKALL ItOOMB USED TO SOUSE U .Il. l'OWS 
tN A LONG BUILDING ALONG = BAST W OF THE COMPOUND, 1l00000VJ:R, liE COULD NOT 
lUi:c.ALL WHICH ROOM. HE BELIEVED THE INS OF THE 23 POWS WHO DIED IN CAPTIVITY 
KXRE KBPT AT THIS SITE raR A FEW DAYS IN LATE-1972 OR lI:ARLY-1973, BETWEEN \\'HZ 
TlHE THl!:Y WERE lIIXHUMED FROX VAN OUN OltIUTlUtY AND lUi:BURIED AT SA HOYEN CltMl:TERY. 
!Ill: /U.SO BII:LIlrV!:D ClCCAUONALLY IN LATE l~74 RENAINB RECOVER1l:D BY THE PROVINCES NAY 
MAVE BEEN }(EPT HERE roR A FE'" DAYS. i 

S. I'IWN'5 BUT:s:H roB MPOII'rINQ IChnW OR DEATH OFAXlIRICljNIi! IN 1M! 
(rAMS J, 9, I\NJl 8, lin Il.l.. ANALYSTS POSED SEVE:lIAL QUESTIONS CONClIlRNZNG PAVN' S 
PROCEDURES POll REPORTING INFORHnTION! TO HANOI CONClI:RNING AMERICANS WHO Wl!RE 
CAPTtJUD OJ'( ItILL.II:D IN NORTH VIETNAM.I COLONEL RANH CLARIFIED AND lIKl'LIFIJ:D 
61..IGHTLY 011 HIS KARLIER COMMENTS. 
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SUBJECT' FOLLOW UP INTERVIlI:W OF REQ[Jl!:stED SOURCE, RET!RED P}WN COLONl1:L DOA:I llANH 

REF' ENTR:;' NUHl!ER 2.5, LIST OF B3 INTnVIEW Rlt(lVEST8, PRESENTJ:D Bl: U.S. SENATOR 
JolIN IQ!;RR'( TO ACTING FOREIGN MINIS'!'ltR F' QUANG CO, 15 KAY 93. 

(1) COLONEL HA!IR EXPLAINED THl\.~ FROM THE BEGINNING OF TH~ WAR TaE POLIC'l 
a:ST1Ill.LII3IIS:D BY THJ: PARn AND THE PAW lGH COMMAND WAS FOR !'OeAL AU'I'!!ORITIltS TO 
INFORM CENTRAL AUTHOR):TIES IMHi:llIATELY WIIli:N AN AMl!RIClUl WI\S CAPTURED OR KILLiD. 
IF THE AKEl\IChlf WAS ALIVE lIS: WAS TO BE TAKEN TO CENTRAL AU'I'HORITIlI:S. IF IIlC WI\S 
DEAD HE WAS TO BE BURan IN THE LOCAL ARll:,lI. GROUP 875 fl.l\D NEITHER TllB AU'I'HOIUT'( 
NOR TllB NEED TO INSTRUCT LOCALITIES 1'4 DEVIATE FROH THIS STATE POLICY. 

(2) COLONEL HANH EXPkAlNED 'I'lULT VILLAGES WJ!iRlt THE FIRST LINK :N THE 
REPORTING CHAIN. VILLlIGltS CUSTOMARI DID Noo HAVE TELEPHONES WITH WIIICH TO 
REPORT lHFOlU!ATION TO THE DISTRICT. THEREFORE, VILLAGE AUTHORITIES NORMALLY 
WROTE OXTAILS ABOUT AN INCIDENT ON PIEClt OF PlU'ER A.'m CARRIED IT TO THE 
DISTRIC'l: COMMAND. TIIlC DISTRICT NORMl\LLY PABSI!D THE INFORMATION BY 
TELEPHONE TO THE PROVINCE C~D, ~ lCH, IN ~~~, PASSED THE INFORMATION BY 
TELEPHONE TO nll!> MILITARY REGION co THE IULIThRY RE<lION COMMh.'1ll THEN 
TEr.l!:PHONED THE INI"ORMATION TO A.!I Ol"fICE--PROBABLY IN THE ltm:MY PROSELYTING 
Dll:PARTHl:NT--OF THE GltNEML roIoITIC.A.L PJiRECTORATlt. POWS CAPTURltD IN SOOTH VIlI:TNAM 
AND LAOS ~~ REPORTED TO CENTRAL AUTHORITIZS ON,,! AFTER TRE POWS ARRIVED AT 
MILITARY !lZGION roUR'S MILITARY STATlpN IN THE VICINITY 01" VINM CITY, NGlIE AN 
PROVINCE, NORTE VUTNAH. Tm;: PAW CliNTINVltD TO UU THIS REPORT INC PROClrDURE 
MTEJ'{ GROUP an Wl>.S ESTARLISHED IN ABQU'I' APRIL 19i2. 1'Il.E 0111.'[ CHA:1GE WAS TlIAT 
upoN RiCXIVING TKlt INFORMATION ABOUP; A NZWLY CAPTt}?ED PILOT I T:r:e: Q:::=~.1..r. 
POLITICAL DIRl!CTORATI[ TELl!PHONltD GROtTi' 875' s tJUTY OFFICE TO AL!!:RT TIIl:.,{ THlI.T A 
pRIsomm W}.s ENROUTJ! TO HANOI .so GROuP 'fl75 COULD PREPARE TO Rl!aIVE TR! pRI$ONltR. 

(3) Gl\O!1P 875 DCOROED THEBE iINITIlIL UPORTS AS liiNTRIU IN THE DAIlY 
JOUIUllIL FOR TllB DUTY OFFICE. THEBlI: §!PORTS SELDOM COt,T1UNED INFORMATION AllOIJT 
THE IDlI:NTITY OF THE pR!SONltR. COLON HANB lCXpLAINXD THA7 VILLAGI! AND DISTRICT 
UNITI! SELOOH fl.l\D THE ABILITY TO (lUES ION A POW OR TO READ ANY DOCUl!lSN·:rs TllBY 
IUGET H.~VE CAPTli'RED WITH TIlE PO'';. ! 

(4) COWNEL HAN!! SAID NO~ GROUP 1375 RECl!:IVED I'J:'S FIRS't' CONCRETE 
INFCRKhTION WHEN Tl>lt GROUP B7S DUTY 0llIeR IN }wIOI RECEIVED THE PiuaONE" AND HIS 
DOCUMENTS. 'rEX OUT~ OFFICE IMMKDIAT LY DISPATCHED T~ POW TO ONE OF THE POW 
O1.HPS IN THE HANOI AlIEA. THE Dun Ol!'F CR RETAINED THE DOCOMENTS l1'OR EX1I.MlNATION 
BY I3pl!:CIALISTS IN THE INTERRCOATION 0 INDOCTRINATION SECTION, Al!''t'~R WEIC!'! THE 
DOCUMENTS WERE REPORTED TO T~ EHEKY PfOSELYTING DEPARTMENT. l'I'RE:;lI:VER DOCl1HENTS 
WERE CONSIDEMD sll:Vl!RELY llETERIOAATEDI,GROUP 875 WOULD SEEK GUIDANCE I"ROM SENIOR 
AUTHORITIES, h'RO NORMALLY INSTRUCTED .THE GROUP TO DESTROY THE DOCUMENTS SINCE 
THZY WERt NO LONGli:R NltEDED. I 

!',\ZI" 8);' ~~~~~~1~~~~~~~ ~~-f,:;t~rmhING 
INI"O)<.KATION TO HANOI CONCl!:MING AN:J 
Sot1Tfl VIETNAH. 

(1) :PAVN DIll NOT KAINTAIN Al\'Y J.!J. POW CAKP IN t.AQS. PAVN FORCES IN Ll\.OS 
EVACUATED ALL AMERICANS THE~ ClU'TU~ TO aANOI. 

( 2 ) COLONEL HANII fl.l\D NO KNOWLi!OCE 
THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITlI THE llIGa ~O 

OF U.S. pOW CAKPs IN sot1T1! VIiTNAM OR 
IN HANOI. 

(J) HE WAS Ai'lARE THAT l!1\NY U. s. li'OWS CAPTUREll UI TIlE SOOTH WERE RELltASE:J 
FROM THE NORTlll HOWEVER, RE DID NOT ~CALL ANY SPECIFIC PERSONS OR INCIDENTS. 

(4) Ir A POW DIBD WHILE ENROn~E TO THE POW CAMPS IN ~~OI, T~ ESCORTS 
WouLD REPORT Tl!Jl: YACT TI{ROnGH OOHHU~ICJ\TION-LIAr!lON CHANNEIoS A.'1ll PREp?JU: THE 
APPROPRIATE RECORDS 07 BURIAL FOR THEI HElIDQUARTERS 01" THE COI!MUNIOATION-LIAISON 
ROUTE. 
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SUBJECT. FOLLOW UP INTERVIEW OF RE'QOl~s,I:t'ED BOURCE, RlI:TIRED PAVN COLONEL DOAN I!ANH 

REF. lIlNrRY NUKBRR 25, LIBT OF 83 REQUEBTS, PRESENTED BY U.S. SBNATOR 
JOHN KERRY TO ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER TRAN QUANG CO, lS MAY 93. 

D 'D~~~ff¥i~~ JJ~~~~~~ffi~&~~aa~~[-~~COLO= RANH HAD LITTLlIl • , DID NOT XNow T!'!l!/ 
SIGNIFICANCE OR SYHBOLtBN, IF ANY P~.~~~t~~~:~ '875" IN THE TITLE FOR GROUP 
875. ~ IDENTIFIED TBR FOLLOWING GROllI' 575: 

- COH.KANDRRt PHAM THAI 
- DEPUTy COliMANllER, LE DIItN « 

PROSJi:LYTING 
- POLITICAL OFFICER. NONE. 
• ENXHY PROS~Y~INC 

DltPARTMlWT CADRE. 

TI!AIB) ) • DECEABBD. 
ZIEENX)), DEPUTY DIUCTOR OF THE B~H):, 

DEPARTMENT. DECEASED. 

», MR. Y «NOTE, COL NGUYEN MINH Y», 
), AND MR. DAI «DD1\1:.1». «NOTE. COL 

RECALL FULL NAME:S.) 

E. VIETNN! DID NOT 
l\Ll:.OW RuaSIANS, OJ!' TO HAVE DIRECT 
ACCRSS TO U.S. POliS. Bl!:!I1l ANY O.S. rows TO ANY OTHER COUNTRY. 

F. GRQUP 875 RECORDS (PIJWl 5 bp 6. REF BI: COLOnt. llANB WAB UNABLE TO 
PROVID!: 1'."1'); ADDITIONAL INSICHT INTO +HE TYPES OF DOCUMXw.rS tHAT HrGh"r ro:KAl" 
AVA:LABLE TODAY. = IN'l'lI;RVlltWltR ABKED OOLONEL liANli WHERE WI! MICHl' LOOK TO ?:tho 
DOCUlt.XNTS RELATED TO AMERICANS WHO A."iE BTILL UIlACCOI1l!TED FOil. h'll o!'Fl::lU:Il HIS 
OPINIoN THAT WE HIGHT Mltl!:T SOla: SUCqE58 U' WE l\.BKED TU GRAVES UCIaTRATION 
AUTH~ITIXS IN HANOI TO MARX AN APP~ TO LOCAL GOVERNMJi:NT ORGANIZATIONS ~ 
LOCAL PO.?tJLACE TO SEARCH FOR GRAIfltS A!lD REPOllT IN70RHATION ABOttT GRAVES. 

G. R5~~!N5 RECOVERED AT CHI HOJ ~METEBY III SAIVO~ IN 1976 (SEE PARA 12, 
REl B,. BACKGROUND. IN JANUARY·;U::BRUARY 1976. WH!LE SEAltCHING !'OR lU:AAINS OF 
TWO U.S. !'.ARum CORPS (USMC) J:NLIST!!:i KEN AT CllI RaJ\. CEM!!TERY, IN HO eliI MINH 
CITY (flCKC) , COLONEL HANE OISCOVER6D iHll: REMAINS OF AN UNID:£NTIFIED 1lU'.CK )(AN-­

POSSIBLY AN AMElllCAN. U.S. FORC.B:S SAD~LEFT THE REMAINS 04' TU TWO .!!ARlNES IN THB: 
MORGUE or THIl: i'O:ll DAY AD~TIBT «A:KA CO ooc/COW DDOOCS» 1I0SPITAl:. oN 30 APRIL 
1975. =t.OYEES OJ' THE MORGUE BURn: 'tHE TW'O MEN AT NXAltIlY eEI EOA CEM!!TRRY. 
UPON Ih"VESTICATION, COLONEL HANH LE~ED TMAT AN UNKNOWN PERSall OR PERSONS HAD 
LlI:FT THE I'lLACK I'.AN' B BODY AT TIllI: 7TH nAY ADVENTIST HOSPITAL KORGUE ALSO ON oR 
ABOUT 29 APRIL 1975. 'I'H£ BRV REPATRIA ED THl!: IUt.MAINB or THE TWO USMC SERVlCEMJi:N 
ON 22 li"lIl'lRUARY 1976, AND TIlE REMAIN or Tim BLACK HAN IN 1966; HOWlrVER, TME 
IDENTIT:: or TIllI: ELACK MAN REHAINS A YSTERY. ANALYBTS ASKBtl THAT WE CLAlIlrt 
OOLOh"llL liANH'S I<NOWLEDGE ABOUT THB UN PENTU'IED BLACK !!AN. 

I 
(1) CEI<"rRAL AUTHOFtITI:2S SELECnp OOLONEL w..N1! TO SUPliRVIBll: Till!: EXHUMATION 

011 THE TWO USMC SERVICEMEN AND PREPAlU:rl!. FOR REPATRIATIoN BECAUSE COLON!>L RA.'1i1 
HAD 1'lU:VIOUS EXPERIENCR--IN 1972 RE SU BRVIB:!:1l TIllI: EXHUMATIoN OF Tfi3 23 AMERICAN 
AND ALLIED POWS WO HAJ:) Dl:lI:D IN CAPTIV 'l'lr IN HANOI AN!l PREPAlU:D TREIR REMAINS FOll 
REPATRIATION. 

(2) IN I 'l'IIU.t.Y , COLONIlL HAlfH DID Ncr l!AVl: SPECIFIC INroRHA'l'ION ABOl)~ THE 
LOCATIOIi or TRE GlIAVl:S OF TRI!: TWO HAl<IjU:S. AFTER AAAIVING III SAIGON !lli INQUIRED 
AT SEVERAL CRMETl!RIES ANI) 1'l:Nl\LJ:,Y LOC)I.TED FOUR POSSIIlLE GRAVES IN 1\ SECTION OF 
CHI !l0l\. CEM.I!:TERY RESBRIIl!!Il FOR UNIDlI:Nl:'I:rIED PllIRSONS. LOCAL SOURCES TOLD HIM TfIlt 
RXl!AINS !!'ERE BURIED IN IllI:TIU. CASES il'SE U. II • ARMED 1l'0l'.CES UUO TO TRANBl'OaT 
BOOIll:". TO AVoID OPlIlIING EVERY GRA~COLONEL HAllH'S TEAK PUSHlW II METAL ROD 
INTO GRAVES LOOl':INQ FOR SOUNDS or MET S,.-RIKING METAL. lI:v:J:NTUALLY, THEY l"OU!I1l 
FOUR GRAVES THAT CONTAIli'ltD A METAL T. Olm CASOT CONTAINED THE BODY 0'Jl' 0Nli: 
CAUCASIAN, A SECO>lD CASU! CONTAINlI:D Tll1: UPPER TORSO OJ' A CAUCASIAN I A THIRD 
CONTAINED THE UMAINS 01' A BLACl( MAN I A FOURTH CASUT CONTAllfltD Tall: LEGS AND 
LO'iI'Jill TORSO or THE SIICOND CAUCASIAN. I( (N~' HR. litH DAC TAM. (!lUIlI' DAWCJ TAUI), 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR Oll' HOle EXTl!:RNAL REiLA'l'IONS OFFIC.B:, WHO HELPiD EXl!UMlI: TllSSE 
IIltNAINS, CORROllORATl!D NOST DETAILS O~ COLONEL HAN!!' II ACCOUNT. DURING A 2 JIJL Y 

I 
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SUBJECT, FOLLOW UP INTERVIEW OF l>F'",,,,,/,,,,m SOURCE, RETIRED PAVN COLOIUtL OOAN IlANa 

REF. ENTRY NUKBER 25, LIST OF e3 REQUESTS, PRESENTED BY U.S. SENATOR 
JOHN ltl!:ltltY TO ACTING rOREION MINISTER TIU\N QUA.riG CO, 15 Ml\y 93. 

1993 INTERVIEW, HE MCALLED THhT THEY llot/ND THE Cl\.SKET CONTAINING Tru: Br.ACl( l'IlIN'S 
BODY W!1Ul.: SEARClIING FOR THE CASKET IlELll Tall: SlI:COND HALF OF THE BODY OF ONE 
OF THE MARINES.) l 

(3) COLONEL !lA!a! RECALLED WAS SOMJ!: OrSAGR1l:XHXNT WHll:Tfili:R Tfili: FOUR 
CASKETS CONTAINED TWi: RlI.lOUNS OV OR FOUR PERSONS. HE ASKED FORMER 
ElU'LOYl!:%$ 01" = 7TH DAY ADVENTIST AND cal HOA OE.lll;"o:l!:RY TO HELP. THE 
l'Olt.'lER EHPLOYEES OF THE HOSPITAL RlS'(;]\Jl.J}lm T1~RE:E BODIES WERE BROUGHT TO THE MORGUE 
ON 29 APRIL 1975--THE DAY !l.!!FORJt U.S. FORCES I.EFT VIETNI\M. TWi:Y 
RECALLED THAT THE HOSPITAL WAS IN A C!iAOS AND CONFUSION AND NO OIlE MADE 
A RECORll OF THE IDEHTITll!S. NO RECALL WHO BltOl;lGHT THE BODY OF THE 
SLACK MAN TO THE MORGUE. Tru: ItHPLOyEXS R1l:CALLED TEm MORGUE LOST 
ELECTIUC roh"ll:R SOON AFTER S ENTERED THE CITY AIID THE EMPLOYEES 
1fll:RE: cotU>ELLED TO BUR~ Tlili: HOPING To !!%LP RESOLYX TWi: 
CONJ'tlSION ABOUT THE NUI!BER OF REI'.AINS !!A.NI! ASKED CENTRAL lIUTIIORITIES TO 
REIjUEST DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS 01" THE FROM U. S. AUTHORITIES. LATER, 
ClI:.!lTRAL l'IUTHORITIES INSTRUCTED HIM ONLY THE REMAIN .. OF TRE Th'O 
CAUCASIANS. HE SAID Illil INSTRUcTlro LaC, THE KORTUARY 5PECIALIS'I' ON 
HIS TEAli, TO FINISH PROCESSING TEl: THE BLACK MAN. HE THEN TUR.'fED THE 
REMAINS OVER TO Tru: EX';'lIRNAL OF THE HO CHI MINH CITY (SAlOON) 
GOVERNMENT. (NOTli:I MR. BUI 7! DAWCJ TAA.!-!), DEPOTY DIRECTOR OF HCI~C 
gXTI!:RNAL lU:LATIONS Ol'FIC!!: f WHO EXHUME THESE RE:MAINS, CORROBORhT'ED TIns 
PART Oll' COLONEL HANIl'S :>.CCOUNT. A 2 JULY 199~ INTERVIEW, HR. 'I'M RECALI.ED 
THAT U.S. AlITHORITIIlS H.AJ) PROVIDED DATA CONCltRNING tHE T"O Kl\.!\INES I 
H0"1IZVl:R, ALL EPFORTS TO IDENTIFY THE HAN FAILED. J ) 

(4) COLO!fEL P.AlIH SAID THhT LOC WAS MISTlIXEN WHEN HE TOLD U. S. 
OFl!'IC!ALS THAT COLONEL MANH H.AJ) REGISTER OF REHAINS FOR TIlE MORGUE. 
Hli: SAID HR. LOC WAS NOT llIHECTLY ANY HATTERS OTIll!.R T!iA!' = TZClINlCAL 
ASPltC'I'S Oll' EXBUKrNG THE REl'.AINS AND THEM FOR REPATRIATION. COLOl:I1i:L 
RA!fII SUGGESTED THAT HR. LOe' a BELIEFS !lASED ON HEARSAY AND SPl!Cl.JLATION. 

(5) IN'l'ERVIlI'Wl:R .~SUD COLQ~'EL TO RECOUNT HIS DESCl>.IP:::ION OF TrlE BLACK 
KAlf'S CLOTHING «NOTE, DURlliO 23 3 llITERVIEW COLONEL HAUll DESCRIBED <I 
CAlo!OUTr.AGE lULITI\RY 1JN!1I'ORM». ec,LQ'll'EL MANH SAID THE BLACK< XAN WAS WltAAING1 
GRAYISH CLOTHING} !!O .... 3VJm, HE COULD RJtCALL l!ID<=R THE CLOTHING WAS A 
HILITARY UNIFORM. HE WAS CERTAIN TWi: I'.AN oro NOT l'.AVE RAlIK UiSIGUIA OR ;. 
HAT. HE COULD NOT RECALL \ .... H.t:TllZR WI:RE SHOES InTH THE BODY; !!O',nVER, HE 
SAID EVERY ITEM OF CLOTHING rOUND = Rli:MAINS < WAS TURNED OVER TO LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES. «NOTE, KR. BUI DAC DIRECTOR OF HCHC EXTEP.NAL P.1ILA?IONS 
OFFrct, COltROSORATED SOME OF THESE DURING A 2 JULY ~~9J INTERVIEW. KR. 
TI\M .ltECALLED THAT THE BLACK 1'.AN WAS AN AK!:RlCAN HILITARY CAMOUl?LME FIELD 
UNIFORM AND AHERlCAN HILITARY NYLON JUNGLE BOOTS. !(R. TI\M SAID HE 
WAS Cli:RTAIN Tl!JI: UN:::J'ORH DID NOT !iA~ INSIQNIA. ) ) 

(~) ALTHOOGIl HE HAD HEAIUl OF EARLIER, COLONXL HAh"ll E'IRST Kli:T HR. 
1 ABOUT TIlE END OF 1972 OR lIE RE:CALLED BOKE Pi'iRSON5 REl"EltltEP 
TO KR. AS A row WHILl!l ~~~~~i:~~~;~ TO HIM AS A RALLI&R. COLONEL HAN!! 
SAID MR. J WAS MOVED TO NORTH FOR HIS HEALTH AND BAFE'I.'1(--TO PROTl!:CT 
HIM l"ROM = l'IlIRllSHIPS AND DANGERS OF SOUTHll:RN BATTLEl'I.tLD. COLONEL MANH HAll 
mlITHll:R SEEN NOR HEARD ANY EVIDElfCE HR. WAS EVER lfOUNDII:D. 

(2) HAD COlU'Li'iTE TO TRAVEL AND RESID!: WHEIu: XV1I:R lilt WISHED 
TO IN MANOl. HE TRAV1i:LED TO VXP.Y MANY [PLACEI! IN AND If&AR THE CITY, INCLUDING HA 
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SU1lJECTr FOW,OW 01' INTBRVlltW Oil REOUEJTED SOURCE, RETIRlIO PAW COLONlU .. DOAN !lM1l 

REF. ENTRY NUHBER 25, LIBT OF 83 INT VIEW REQUESTS, PRESENTED BY U.S. SENATOR 
JOHN !Cl!:RRY TO ACTING FORIIION MINISTER 1'llAN QUlING CO, 15 MAY 93. 

DONG AllD GIl. LAll. PAVN AUTHORITlli:8 VER DIRECTED MR. TO LIVE IN GIA 
LAM; !l0'1lll:V1tR, COLONEL HlUlR THOUGHT HIGHT W\V1! GONE TOR MCREATION. 
COLONEL lWrn BELIEVltD THAT MR. ~~~~LlVED AT 'I'MI TM CAMP (SEE REP' B) !;'OR A 
PERIOD OF T1Mt IN THE EARLY 19708 WHE MR. WAS ASSrONED WITH THE EnEMY 
PROSELY1'ING DEPARTKl';NT. COLONEL HAN!!: AID MR. WAS VERY l'.oalLE .\NO LIV1I:D 
AT SEVl!RAL LOCATIONS IN AIltl RROUNt1 al, HOW13:VER, COLOmtL HAm! DID NOT REClU.L 
ANY 8PZCIPIC LOCATION OTHER THAN THOS MENTIONED ABOVE hND IN REF B. 

(3] MR. LIVED AT CJ\Hl' op]UP ONE «Ln:N TRAI III WHILE ASSIGNlUl TO 
OROUP 776 YRDM HID-1976 UNTIL LATE 1978. «NOTEr COLONEL HAN!! WAS DEPUTY 
COl'tlUlNPli:R Of' GROUP 776 Oll' Tl!li: GENERAL POLITICAL DIRlICTORATE, WllIC.!! ADHINI8Tll:RED 
A SYBTEILOF SIX GROUPS 011 RRlI:DUClITION S IN HoANG LIEN SOlI PROVINCE FROM HID-
1976 TO LATE-1976.)) OCCASIONALLY MR VISITED OTllRR CAHP GROUPS IN THE'. 
GROUP 776 SYSTEM, BUT ONLY FOR aRIEl" 1i'll:RIODS. ALSO, HE SOliXTIl!ts WENT TO Rl\.NOI 
:!'OR SHORT PERIODS. MR. N1tVERI RESIDED IN YEN BAI TCWN--TIIE LOCATION OF 
GROUP 776 HEADQUARTKRS. COt-ONEL RAN!! :t;:xPLAIlfII:D TBAT PI\VN OFFICIALS ';.'COLD NOT LET 
MR. STAY IN nN BAI, EVEN 0 RNIGHT, BECAUSE LIKE HOST WESTERNERS MR. 

WAS NOT ACCUSTOK!;D TO BF.ARIN VERY SPARTAN, SMALL, lIND CROWIJED GROUP 
SFACES SUCH AS THOSE IN WHICH H S VIETNAHESll: COLLEAGUES LIVSD IN YEN BAl. 

COLONltL RlI.'IH SAID WlU:NEVlm MR. RETUR."fED FROM 1\ VISIT TO !'.ANOI HE ,,'CULD 
>'ASS THROUQH YW BAI TOh1\, =5 Tin:: RED RIVl:R AT THS AU r..l.U «JlU t.AAU» FERRY, 
!UID co DlRECTt-y TO CAMP GROUP O!rs:. 1 

('I COI.oNEL HAN!! CLARIFIED HIS .EARLIER COMH.!:NIS CONCli>&'1ING MR. 
RAt(l( A.'iD POSITION :N THE PAW. ALTHO GH FAVN WAS RESPO!lSIl!LE roR !<R. 
WELl"l\.ItE, INCLUDING nOUSING I RATIONS~ BALARY, HEALTH CARE, AND SECVl<ITY, !<R. 
111 •• _ NEVER HSLC A FORMl\L RANK IN Tn PAVN. WHILE lllI /lliOvtR HELD A YOR.I.(AI, Rl\.'{K, 
RE RECEIVED PAY AND RATION '!>RIVILE ES EQUIVALENT TO A CAl>IAW. THE ENltHY 
PROSELYTING DEPIo.RTlIENT OF FAW WAS RESi;>oNSIBLE FOR HIM FROM THli: TIME. HE Cl'.X.l< OVER 
TO PAVN IN 1965 1JNTIL ABOUT MID-1976.t OROO)' 776 or THE Gli:llERAL POLITICAL 
DIRECTORATE WAS RESPOt'{SIBLlC roll. HI lI'ROM MIc>-1976 UNTIL LAn: 1978. THE 
DSP1Il\TliENT OF MILITARY JUSTICE Oll' THE GENERAL POLITICAL DIRECTORATE wr,s 
Rll:SPONSlSLE FOR nIM fROM LATE 197B UNJIL HK RETURNED TO THE U.S. IN MARCH 1979. 

(S I Y.R. WAS IIltvli:R E.HJ? YSD TO TlU\NSw\Tll DOCUMENTS. RE WAS 1IlI:Vltl'. 
EH.l1'LOYED TO TE .... Cl! ENqLISH, ALTHOUGH mi UNDQUBTllDLY HELPED ACQUAINTANCES PRACTICE 
ENGLISH I~l EVERYDAY CONVERSATION. I 

I 
(6) COLONKt. RANH DID NOT *,OW WHETHER Kl\. 

HOSPITALIZED FOR TREATMENT AT MILIT~¥ HOSPITAL lOB. 
__ •• HI\!l EVER 

P) MR. DID NOT liAVE ~ WIY>!: NOR, TO THE BEST or OOLONEL lii\.NH' S 
KNO" .. "Ll3:DGE, DID HE FATHER ANY CHILOREI IN VIETNAM. 

I. crrm:R lIliJRIClINS lfflO MIG!!1 fl],YE S'rnYED AFTER WE !/l\J\ (PAM 18, REl B l : 
DURING THE EARLIER INTl£RVtlCW COLONlCL BA.li!! BAlD MR. I \liAS 'l'l!E ONLY, AMERICAN 
!orao STAYED IN NORTH VI~TNAM AFTER • WRR. DURING Tfl]; CtlRREN'!' INTERVIEW ;m WAS 
ASl'UI:D TO COMMENT ON PRIVATE AU. Ii. lIRHY DESERTER I'dO CROSS:::D OVER 
TO COMJroNIBT FORCES IN B.2 lrRON"l', VUTNl\l{, III 1967 AND VOLUNTRR:rr.Y 
STAYl!:Il BEHIND WHlI:N U.S. POWS WlI:RE IN 1973. COLONEL HAm! SAID lIE HAD 
NEVSR !lEARD OF PRIVATE _. « PVT 7 REPORTEDLY DIED IN CAMBODIA IN 
LATE 1974 OR l£lIRLY 1975.» 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1~:~~THE~~~~D:~O:D~ SPECIALIST RSVIEWING MR. CON~RNING 
A FOIU!.ER TBAI SERVICl3HAN WHO VIETNAH:i:S~ N1VO!: CHU Vl\N 60:; AND LIVltD 
AlID WORlGtC WITH MR. AT 6. COLONEL !lANE WIll NO ADDITIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE ABOUT HR. SON B1WOND THE Dl!:TI'ILS: 
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. i . 
SOBJlI'CT' FOLLOW tiP INTERVIEW OT 1(l!:QU~TRO BOIlRCE, RETIRXO PAW COLONEL DOlUlllANH 

RlCF. RN'rl\Y NtIKI!ltR 25, LIST OF 83 IN RVIEW REQUEBTS, PREB2NTl!iD BY tI.S. Sll:NATOR 
JOHN Ull.RY TO AC'l'ING FOREIGN MINISTER TRAIl QUANG CO, 15 MAY 93. 

(1) PHYSICAL DESCRIP'l'ION. IAl!OtlT 1. 60 METlI:RS TALL, BLIGHTt.Y DARK 
COMPLEXION, ~tnro SUILD. 

(2) CIRCUKaTl\NClI:s all' DEJ'EC'l'IoJ, HJI.. SOil WAS A PILOT. HE II'LEW A 'I"-29 
AIRCRAFT TO NORTH VIETNAM AND DEFECTll:P. 

i 

4. CORRELATIONS TO EXISTING POH/MIA bA§E=. NOH!. 
I 

6.. I'!\ VI 

A. COLONEL l'UIlIH BtltiGlI:BTlW WlI: NI 
IN HANOI TO HAKE lIN Ali'i'lUIL 'l;'O LOCAL 
TO SEARt:1! 1I'0l\ GRAVZS AND REPORT INFO 

!'IT ABK THE GRAVES REGISTRATION AtI'1'l!ORITIElS 
VlRNMENT ORGANIZATIONS AND LOCAL POPULACE 

T1011 AIlOUT GRAVES. 

ENEMY PROSELYTING DEPARTHI • CADRE. 
MR. 'l'HO «(THOJ)) "I 
Hll. Y ((NOTlh COL lIGUYl!iNi XlNH Y». PREVIOtlBI.Y INTll:RVIE"aD. MR. DVY {(ZTJlI'»), AND MR.I DAI ([ODAlJ»). «Non, COLOH!L 
1lANH DID NOT RECALL THlxr i'llLL NAMES. l ) 

6. MATERIAL EYlPiNC%. NONE~ THI~ SOUP.C~ B!tCUCH~ NO MCOIWS, NO~QOOKS, 
DIMtES, OR JU.'Y MATERIAL EVIDlI:NCE CONrORAAY TO THlI: Wl\.."-TIME lI!RA WEICH COULD M 
ASSOCIATED WITH l\NY UNACCOONTED FOR .S. l?ERSONm:::,. 

7 • co.!!X3N'r II • 

A. COI,ONl1:L HAN1I APPEARED TO m. A Cl.ltAR MEMORY AND 1\ LOGICAL MllfD. HE 
RESNNlll!:D TO QtlESTIOIH! AND EXCHANQli:D VUWS 1N A RELAXlI:D, SPONTANEOUS, lIND CANDID 
MA!m!!R. LIEtlTENA."l'T COLOlI'lI:L {LTC) p!'~i TEO, II Kl!:HBER 0" TIlZ VIETl:AMESli: O:-;,!CE FOR 
SEEKING MISSING PERSONS (VNOBKP) AtiD ALSO A FORMER Ol1'lI'ICER OJ' GROTJp 87S, 
ACOOliPANIllO COLONEL !iANH Am> VO:'UNTl!:Ero:D CONSTlWCI'IIr,!; INlIOR.!'.A'I"ION. 

, 

II. REQUEST'I"HE VNOSMl' l\L;'OW TRj: U.S. ACCESS TO THIS SOO'RCE rOR POnt,TIAL 
FUTURl!i INTiRVIEW IN THE EVENT THAT 5IQNI7ICANT SPECIl1'IC QUESTIONS ARE DEEKl!:D 
Nli:cltilSARY. 

1;' a~/ 'OHN c. C . 
I;TC, USA 
CQMMANPlI:R 

I 
! 


