Onat AL.JI;

UUUUUUULULUULULUL - sUUUGUULLLLLLLLLL . Ther M an
u UNCLASSIFIESD u y|
UUUUUUUUUUULLUULLYULLUUUULLYLULUUULY

ADHINISTRATIVE HESSAGE

ROUTINE

R 1t1812Z JuUuL S3 ZYB PSN 3L3845Pe9
FM CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//J2//

TO DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-HIA//

INFO WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY CQUNCIL WASH DC
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//QASD-ISA/PU-NIA// .
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/QCS/CCS/EAP/VLC//
JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//0CJCS/J5/PW-NIA/J3-J0D//
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3/J30-M// .
USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICCG//
CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//
RUEHBT./USDAQ BANGKOK TH//PU-NIA//

RUEHBT/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH

UNCLAS //ND3uk0O//
DIA PASS TQ DOD PQU-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION OFFICE//

MSGID/SYS.RRM/CDR JTF-FA/d2//
AMPN/SUBJ/INTERVIEW OF REQUESTED SOURCE-» NGUYEN THANH MAN//
REF/A/FAX/DET 2/LLMAYS3//

AMPN/SUBJ: LIST OF PERSONS FOR INTERVIEW-SENATOR KERRY. ENTRY
NUMBER 30 ¢F a3//

RMKS/1. BACKGROUND. ON & JULY 1993, A JOINT U.S./VIETNAM ORAL
HISTORY PROGRAM INTERVIEW TEAH INTERVI;ﬂED'HR- NGUYEN THANH HMAN-
A 52 YEAR QLD DONG SON DISTRICT. THANH HOA PROVINCE. RESIDEN®. ™=
MR. MAN IS FORMERLY A CONTRIBUTOR T¢ THE HISTORY OF THE BORDER
DEFENSE TROOPS. VOLUME 1 (1959-1975). THE TEAH MET AT THE DONG
SON DISTRICT PEOPLE'S COHMHITTEE HEADQUARTERS. THANH HOA PROVINCE-

TO INTERVIEW MR. MAN~ LISTED IN REFERENCE AS A POTENTIAL SQURCE
OF INFORMATION CONCERNING U.S. PERSONNEL HMISSING IN ACTION IN
VIETNAM. THE U.S. CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF MR. WiilNE VN

~ DET 2. JOINT TASK FORCE-FULL ACCOUNTING (JTF-FA)
CASUALTY RESOLUTION SPECIALISTS AND TSGT GHENENNP - GEE . JTF-FA
ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM COORDINATOR. THE VIETNAMESE CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF LTC LE KY~ HINISTRY OF
DEFENSESY AND MR. TRINH QUOC KHANH. HINISTRY OF INTERIQR. HR. HAN
HAD NOT BEEN INTERVIEWED BY A JOINT TEAM BEFORE-

Page 1 -
vuuuuuuuuuyUguuvlUluuylyUUUUUyuUuguy

u UNCLASSIFIETD u
UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUHILUUUUUULUULLY



UuuuuuluuyuuuuuU. sJyuulygubyguuyyuuuy
U UNCLASSIFTIETD U
vyuuuuuvyuuuuuuuuuLuguyyuuyubyyuuyuuuy

2. SUMMARY. THE SOURCE- MR. NGUYEN THANH MAN. PROVIDED NO
DETAILS CONCERNING U.S. PERSONNEL MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. HE
SUMMARIZED HIS METHODS FOR WRITING A PORTION OF THE HISTORY OF
THE BORDER DEFENSE TROOPS- VOLUME I (1959-1979). MR. MAN CLAIMED
NO KNOWLEDGE OF U.S. PERSONNEL. LIVING FREELY OR AGAINST THEIR
WILL. IN VIETNAM SINCE 1973. )

3. DETAILS.

A. AFTER FORMAL INTROQDUCTIONS. LTC LE KY EXPLAINED THE JOINT
TEAM'S MISSION AND HMR. USSR BEGAN THE INTERVIEW WITH THE
FOLLOWING TWO KEY QUESTIONS:

() “SINCE 1973. HAVE YOU EVER SEEN OR HAD KNOWLEDGE OF
U.S. PRISONERS OF WAR (PW) CAPTIVE IN VIETNAM? MR. MAN SAID HE
HAD NOT. .

(2) SINCE 1973. HAVE YOU EVER SEEN OR HAD KNOQUWLEDGE OF
AMERICAN "STAY-BEHINDS™ IN VIETNAM? MR. MAN SAID HE HAD NOT.

B. HAVING ANSWERED THE FIRST TW0 KEY QUESTIONS. MR. NGUYEN
THANH MAN (NGUYEENX THANHS MAANX) EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD JOINED
THE HMILITARY IN 1963 AS A PROPAGANDA/PROSELYTING OFFICER IN THE
THANH HOA PROVINCE BORDER DEFENSE FORCE. HE SAID THAT HE NEVER
DIRECTLY PARTICIPATED IN THE BATTLES AGAINST THE AMERICANS. NOR
DOES HE HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING U.S. LOSSES IN VIETNAHM.
HE SAID THAT HE ONLY WENT TO THE BATTLEFIELDS FOLLOWING
VIETNAMESE VICTORIES TO GATHER INFORMATION FOR PROPAGANDA
EXPLOITATION PURPOSES. HMR. MAN REMARKED THAT HE WAS A SOLPDIER
WHO LIKED GUNS. BUT COULD NOT LEARN TO SHOOT WELL- AND WAS
THEREFORE ASSIGNED TO THE THANH HOA BORDER DEFENSE HEADQUARTERS
AS A POLITICAL OFFICER. ACCORDING T¢ HMR. MAN- THE PROVINCE HAD
ONLY ONE POLITICAL DEPARTHMENT AND HE OFTEN TRAVELED IN RESPONSE

TQO THE DIRECTORATE'S NEEDS.

. MNMR. MAN SAID THAT HE BEGAN WORK ON THE HISTORY OF THE
BORDER DEFENSE TROOPS. VOLUME I. IN 1983 AT THE THANH HOA BORDER
DEFENSE HEADQUARTERS. AND COMPLETED HIS WORK IN 1984. HIS J0Ba
HE SAID. WAS TO GATHER INFORMATION FOR ONE SMALL SECTION OF THE=-=
BOOK CALLED "THE ANTI-U.S. STRUGGLE™. DURING THIS TIME. HE SAID-
HE USED ONLY LOCAL AND NATIONAL NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES. THERE
WAS NO¢ NEED FOR HIM TO USE ARCHIVAL DOCUMENTS FOR HIS WORK. HE -
EXPLAINED~ BECAUSE THERE WAS AN ABUNDANCE OF INFORMATION IN THE
NEWSPAPERS ALREADY. HE SAID HE IS UNAWARE IF ANY OF THE OTHER
SEVEN INDIVIDUALS HE WORKED WITH WHILE WRITING THE HISTORY OF THE
BORDER DEFENSE TROOPS HAD KNOWLEDGE OF U.S. PU'S.

D. WITH NO FURTHER QUESTIONS FOR MR. MAN-. THE JOINT TEAM
AGREED TO CONCLUDE THE INTERVIEUW.

4. CORRELATIONS TO EXISTING POW/MIA CASES. NONE.
5. POTENTIAL LEADS. - NONE.
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b. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: NONE. THIS SOURCE BROQUGHT NO RECORDS.
NOTEBOOKS . DIARIES-. OR ANY MATERIAL EVIDENCE ASSOCIATED WITH
UNACCOUNTED FOR U.S. PERSONNEL-

7. COHMENTS.
A. THE HMEMBERS OF THE JOINT TEAM CONFERRED ON THE QUESTIONS

TO BE ASKED DURING THIS INTERVIEW. TEAM MEMBERS AGREED THAT THE
NEED TO REINTERVIEW THIS SUBJECT WOULD DEPEND ON WHETHER FURTHER
QUESTIONS FOR MR. MAN ARISE DURING THE COURSE OF THE ORAL HISTORY
INTERVIEW TEAM'S FUTURE WORK.

B. REQUEST THE VNOSMP MAKE MR. MAN AVAILABLE FOR REINTERVIEW
IF NECESSARY.//

BT

DLVR:CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HIC(L)...ORIG
xxx MDU office codes that have received this messaga: *xx%
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