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IHHHI,UH TIns IS A COMBINED MESSAGE "<'1"''''''',H''*****1 
BODY 
MSGID/SYS.RRH/CDR JTF-FAI! 
THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS A VERBATIM TRANSCRIPTION OF AN ORAL 
HISTOR' PROJECT FIELD REPORTII 

"- . -

AMPN/S\ IJ: INTERVIEW OF REQUESTED SOURCE, NGUYEN DINH TRANGII 
REF/A/' IX/JTF-FA DET 2/30DEC9311 
AMPN/S IJ: Eh~Y NUMBER 67, LIST OF 83 INTERVIEW REQUESTS/I 
RHKS/1 BACKGROUND. ON 6 DECEMBER 1993, A JOINT U.S./VIETNAM ORAL 
IIISTOR' PROGRAM INTERVIEW TEAM INTERVIEWED NGUYEN DIN!! TRANG, A 67 
YEAR O. RESIDENT OF NUl TIIANII DISTRICT, QUANG NAM - DA NANG 
PROVINL MR. TRANG IS A FORMER ENEMY PROSELYTIZING CADRE OF T!!E 
1ST REG .'fENT, 2ND PAVN DIVISION. TIrE TEAM HET AT THE NUl THANH 
DISTRIC PEOPLE' S COMMITTEE HEADQUARtERS TO U1TERVIEW HR. TRANG,' 
LISTED N REFERENCE AS A POTENTIAL SOURCE OF INFORHATION CONCER~ING 
U. S. Pi: SONNEL MISSING IN ACTION IN VIETNMI. THE U. S. CONTINGENT 
CONSI!' . :D OF TSGT RONALD D. WARD, JTF-FA ORAL I!lSTORY PROGRMI 
COORD] . ,TOR; AND POZ JOliN L. HARVEY, JTF-FA ANi\LYST/LINGUIST. TIfE 
VIETNI ~SE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF COL LE KY, 
MINISl :Y OF DEFENSE; AND NR. NGU'f£N VAN TIIANG LOI, ~IINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR. HR. TRANG HIID NOT IlEEN INTF:RVIEWED IlY II JOINT TEAM 
BEFORE. 
2. SUMMARY. THE SOURCE, N(;UYEN DINH TRANG, PROVIDED A GENERAL 
OVERVIEW OF HIS Ci\IIEER W!T1l TIIF: ENEtlY PIWSEI,YTIZING OFFICES OF THE 
1ST REGIMENT, 2ND PAVN DIVISlON AND HRS IIEADQUARTERS. 11£ PROVIDED 

I INFORMATION PROllAlll,Y CORRELATING TO PRIORITY CASE 0728, AS WELL AS 
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GENEHAl, INFOrmATION CONCERNING PAVN EFFORTS IlF.11I'EEN 1975. M{D. J n . ;ft: 
TO RECOVER U. S. REtlAINS IN MRS. ~IR. TllANG CLAIMED,TOIfAVE':LIH:1 ~li 
1.'1111 DODBY GARWOOD FOR APPROXIHATELY Fl VE YEARS AND PROVIDER11lf {.i'. 
JOINT TEAH WITH AN OVERVIEW OF HR. GARWOOO'S ACTIVITIES;~A~ tAN til ;1i 
ENEMY PROSELYTIZING CADRE. ,t~; ,;~\~".i "~~ 
3. DETAILS. . ' .t·;; .~£, 

A. AITER FORHAL INTRODUCTIONS, COl, LE I<Y EXPLAINEDlTIit:iq(H T~¥t 
TEAN'S tlISSION AND TSGT WARD INVITED HIL NGUYEN DINII TRANG El' \ if,~ 
(NGUYEENX DINI!F TRANG) TO SHARE ANY INFORMATION liE MAY:ltAVE~. ~c:: 
CONCERNING U.S. SOLDIERS WJIO HAY HAVE BECOME tlISSING AS'A RESULT OF 
TIlE WAR IN VIETNAM. HR. TRANG PROVIDED TIlE FOLLOWING INFORHA'fJ( N:" 

B. tiR. TRANG JOINED TIlE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) [N 
1960. liE WORKED AS AN ENEMY PROSELYTIZING CADRE IN TIlE 1ST 
REGIME"'''!', 2ND PAVN DIVISION UNTIL THE LIBERATION OF soun! VIE·fN. H' 
IN 1975, WJIEN HE TRANSFERRED TO MILITARY REGION (MRS) 
HEADQUARTERS. HE SAID THAT AITER 1977 HE TRANSFERRED AGAIN T 1 .1 

PAVN UNIT OPERATING IN CAMBODIA AND RETIRED IN 1986. . 
C. A U.S. SOLDIER WAS CAPTURED ON 12 DECEMBER 1963. HE COlLO 

NOT RECALL TIlE PRISONER'S CAPTURE OR IHPRISONHENT LOCATION. EJ'I DiD 
SAY TIlAT TIns INDIVIDUAL WAS A ROAD CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER 11'11,1 .'HE 
RANK OF CORPORAL, IIAD BLOND IIAIR, WJUTE SKIN, AND WAS VERY YCUt, ;. 
BECAUSE THERE WERE NO SPECIALIZED HOLDING FACILITIES FOR PRIf0t· ':RS 
IN THE sounr, TIllS PW WAS HELD IN AN OPERATIONAL MILITARY CM? 
AITER SIX MONTIlS OF CAPTIVITY, TIlE 'PW BEGAN TO WEAKEN AND WA: 
RELEASED. 

D. BOBBY GARWOOD, REFERRED TO BY MR. TRANG AS "BOB" AND 
"NGUYEN CHIEN DAU" (NGUYEENX CltIEENS DAAUS) , LIVED WITIl MR. ':Rl IG 
FOR APPROXIMATELY FIVE YEARS. lIE FIRST HET MR. GARWOOD IN 1'16(. 
AITER MR. GARWOOD "SURRENDERED". HR. TRANG EMPltASIZED THAT THl: i 
MET ON A DAILY BASIS. MR. GARWOOD COULD COOK ALMOST AS WELL A~ A 
VIETNAMESE COOK AND HAD WRITTEN HIH A LETTER FROM TIlE U. S, S Jm fIHE 
AITER 1978. IN TIlE BEGINNING, MR. GARWOOD COULD NOT SPEAK 
VIETIIAHESE, BlIT liE LEARNED. HR. TRANG RECALLED TIlAT BEFORE J JINING 
TIlE PAVN, MR. GARWOOD HAD 'BEEN A DRIVi:R IN TIlE U.S. 3RD !!ARlIE 
DIVISION WITIl TIlE RANK OF CORPORAL. 

e 1) MR. GARWOOD WORKED FOR TilE HR5 ENEMY PROSELYTIZ [I'< 

OFFICE (EPO) UNTIL HE WENT TO TIlE NOR'11 IN 197 1. lIE WAS AS :~UC:H A 
PAVN HEHBER AS TIlE VIETNAMESE SOLDIER.: WERE; HE WORE A PAVN 
UNIFORM, CARRIED AN "AK" TYPE WEAPOIl, WENT ON HILITARY OPERATIONS, 
AND "'AS A COMMUNIST PARTY MEHBER. :IR. GARWOOD BECAHE A VALUABLE 
PROPAGANDA TOOL, WRITING PAHPHLETS, t,o/D AT THIES TRAVELING NEAR 
U.S. CAMPS TO USE A LOUDSPEAKER TO !'R·)PAGANDIZE U.S. FORCES. 
NORMALLY HR, GARWOOD WAS FREE TO TRWcL ALONE, nUT WHENEVER liE 
TRAVELED CLOSE TO TilE U.S. CA~IPS, m: "AS ACCONPANIED IlY ?AVN 
SOLDIERS, FOR SAFETY. tIR. TRANG_Ill SO ,EXPLAINED THAT tlR. GARWO\.'D 
DID NOT HAVE A RANK WHI LE WDRKING J N rilE SOUTH. IN THE SOlITH, IT 
"'AS AN INDIVIDUAL'S POSITION WHICH (J,Wl': HUI AUTHORITY, NOT RANi.. 
RANKS WERr: ONLY USED IN NOHTII VIETl·M IN THE EARLY YEARS OF Tiff. 
WAR. • 

(2) CONS lllER I Nt; THE MlOUN' , ( r TRAVEI,rNG DONE BY HR. 
I GARWOOD ANIl HIS DUTIES, IIlIIcn It;CLUIH D ASKING U.S. PRISONERS 
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QUioSTlONS ABOUT TIlE STATUS OF U. S, FORCES AND THEIR F~:~~ii~~ 
TRANG OPINED, liE SHOULD BE ABLE TO GIVE THE GENERAL C 
OF LOSS FOR ~IANY INCIDENTS (SEE PARA 7C). MR. TRANG s~;~j1 
TIIAT MR. GARWOOD HAD MET WITH ONLY A FEW PRISONERS. 
DID NOT ENGAGE U.S. FORCES I~ COMBAT AND WAS NEVER WO~~~ 
cmmAT, HOWEVER HE WAS SLIGIITLY WOUNDED ONCE IN 1968 O!!R,.i~~~!; 

BOMDING. liE HAD ALSO HEARD THAT MR. GARWOOD WAS H~:UR~:T;:~~~~t~!~ WHEN A U.S. PW, A SERGEANT, STRUCK HIM IN THE BACK. 
MR. GARWOOD EVER IIAD BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY A BLACK 
OTIIER AMERICANS, MR. TRANG SAID THAT liE HAD NOT. 

E. MR. TRANG RECALLED SEEING A WOUNDED U.S. 
1ST REGIMENT'S MOBILE SURGICAL UNIT DURING TIlE DRY SEASON OF 1966, 
FOLLOWING A BATILE ON THE EAST SIDE OF TilE VE RIVER (VER) (BS6255). 
MR. TRANG DESCRIBED TIlE SERGEANT AS HAVING TA~KIN AND BLACK HAIR, 
NOT VERY TALL OR HEAVY, AND FULLY CLOTHED. THE SERGEANT HAD BEEN 
WOUNDED ON TIlE LEFT SIDE OF HIS BELLY AND HAD A BULLET REMOVED BY 
A DOCTOR NAHED CHANH. MR. TRANG RECALLED THAT THE PW HAD WANTED 
TIlE BULLET AS A SOUVENIR. THE PW DIED FIVE DAYS AFTIER THE 
OPERATION AND WAS BURIED AT THE MOBILE SURGICAL UNIT. THE MOBILE 
SURGICAL UNIT WAS 500 TO 600 IiETERS FROM THE END OF A STREAM NEAR 
HO CA (HOOS CAR) (BS603575), HAN DUNG HAMLET, NGHIA HANn·DISTRICT. 
HR. TRANG, WIIO DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE BURIAL, DID NOT KNOW IF 
THERE WERE ALSO PAVN SOLDIER'S GRAVES LOCATED IN THIS AREA, BUT HE 
SAID THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE DUE TO A NUMBER OF PAVN KILLED IN THE 
BATILE. AT THIS TIME TIlE 1ST REGIMENT'S HEADQUARTERS WAS LOCATED 
ON A MOUNTAIN "ABOVE" HO CA (SEE PARA 70). WHEN ASKED SPECIFICALLY 
ABOUT THE LOCATIONS OF DAU MOUNTAIN (NUIS ZAUUF) AND HOSPITAL B25, 
HR. TRANG SAID THAT DAU MOUNTAIN WAS NEAR HAN!! THIEN (BS6154) IN 
QUANG NGAI PROVINCE AND HE liAS NEVER HEARD OF HOSPITAL B25. (IiAPS 
1/ 

/HHH BEGINNING OF SECTION 002 Yrln.'-***I 
R11KSI 
USED: SERIES L7014, EDITl'ON 3-DtIA, SHEET 6738-1 AND PEOPLE'S ARMY 
OF VIETNAM HAP SECTION 49, SERIAL U.T.H. 6738.) 

F. IN JUNE OR JULY OF 1967 MR. TRANG HEARD A REPORT TIiAT 
TWELVE U.S. SOLDIERS OF TIlE 3RD DIVISION WERE CAPTURED IN TIlE HIEP 
DUC (AT9024) AREA, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE. TWO OF TIlE TWELVE WERE 
SERIOUSLY WOUNDED AND DIED AFTER THEIR CAPTURE, BUT TIlE OTl!ERS liERE 
TURNED OVER TO ENEMY PROSELYTIZING PERSONNEL. TIlE TWO DEAD 
SOLDIERS WERE BURIED NEAR NGO BA TU (NGOO DA TUS) (UNLOCATED). ~!R. 

TRANG HAD NO FURTHER INFORtlATlON ABOUT THIS INCIDENT. UIAP USED: 
SERIES L7014, EDITION I-ANS, SHEET 6640-3.) 

G. DURING A llA1TLE BE11.'EEN THE 1ST PAVN REGHIENT AND U.S. 3RD 
DIVISION FORCES IN 1961\ DR 69 NEAR A FACTORY IN Ml T.\Y ~AT9126), 
HIEP DUC, II 11.'O-1l0UR CEASE FIRE WAS CALLED SO THAT THE U.S. FORCES 
COULD EXTRACT TlfElIl DEAD AND WOUND Ell FRml TilE BATILEFIELD. NOT 
ALL or TilE HOllIES liI:HE JlECOVEREIJ, ACCOIWING TO tilL TRANG. liE /f,\D 
NO FUI!THEII INFOR~IATI()N RECAIWINC TillS INClDENT. ttlAP USED: SERIES 
L7014, EDITION I-MIS, SHEET 6640-3.) 

II. tlRS HEADQUARTERS HAD ULTHIATE RESPONSI B I LITY FOR TIlE 

.... 
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HANDLING OF ALL PWS IN THE NR. WilEN A PW WAS CAPTURED 'filE .;;;~'s4 
SITUATION WAS REPORTED VERBALLY FROM TilE UNIT INVOLVED 11lROUGIITHE 
DISTRICT ANIl PROVINCIAL MILITARY AUTHORITY TO NRS fIEADQUARIiRS:-"~~ .' 
~IRS THEN REPORTED THE CAPTURE TO TUE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT'S' MINISTRY' 
OF DEFENSE (rlOD). THE PROVINCIAL MILITARY AUTHORITY ALSO REPoRTED 
TO THE MR IN WRITING. :t: 

I. WOUNDED PWS RECEIVED TREAHIENT FOR THEIR WOUNDS, AND;'AT , 
TIMES WERE RELEASED TO U. S. CONTROL. U. S. SOWIERS ALSO DIED "~"""":i' 
BEING TREATED FOR TIlEIR WOUNDS. BUT ~!R. TRANG WAS NOT AWARE 'OF ,iAl'lY . 
REPORTING PROCEDURES CONCERNING THESE DEATHS, STATING, TIlAT 11fERE' :,.~ 
WAS NOT TIME FOR VERY MUCH REPORTING DURING TIlE WAR. ..:: '~,;' 

J. FOLLOWING TIlE LIBERATION OF SOUTf! VIETNAM IN 1975 THE 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT ORDERED TIlE RECOVERY OF ALL U. S. REMA [NS IN t1R5. 
MR. TRANG COULD NOT RECALL WlIICH AGENCY HAD ORGANIZED TIlE RECOVERY' 
EFFORT. BUT SAID mAT IT WAS POSSIBLY TIlE ENEMY PROSELYTIZING 
DEPARTMENT (EPD) OF THE HOD. MR. TRANG TRA~'SFERRED TO TIlE MRS EPO 
TO PARTICIPATE IN TIllS EFFORT. BECAUSE THERE WERE NO LISTS, 
SKETCHES, OR MAPS MADE .DURING TIlE WAR DOCUMENTING 11fE GRAVE 
LOCATIONS, ANYONE KNOWING OF A U.S. SOLDIER'S GRAVE LOCATION WAS 
ORDERED TO REPORT TIIROUGII THE CHAIN OF COMMAND TO MRS. THE 
INDIVIDUAL WOULD TIIEN LEAD MRS REPRESENTATIVES TO TIlE GRAVE SITE 
FOR EXCAVATION. ALL OF THE RECOVERED REMAINS WERE SENT TO THE HR 
HEADQUARTERS AT NHA TRANG FOR TRANSFER TO THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT" , ", 
DURING TIlESE OPERATIONS, MR. TRANG WORKED WITH EIGHT INDIVIDUALS 
FROM BINHDlNH, QUANG NGAI AND QUANG NAN PROVINCE NILITARY 
COMMANDS. HE COULD REMEMBER ONLY SEVEN; MR. NGUYEN TUNG, MR. VO 
CUC TIEN, MR. NGO TRUNG TINH, MR •• DA, MR. PHUONG, MR. THANH, A.ND 
MR. PHOC. HR. TRANG DID NOT KNOWTIIE NAME OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVE WHO RECEIVED REMAINS FROM tIRS, NOR COULD HE REMEMBER 
HOII' MANY SETS OF REMAINS HAD [lEEN SENT TO MRS HEADQUARTERS. AT THE 
TIME OF RECOVERY, PICTURES WERE NOT TAKEN OF THE REMAINS. 

K. ,HR. TRANG RECALLED TIIAT A WEST GERMAN WAS CAPTURED IN 1968. 
TIllS PW WAS SENT TO NORTI! VIETNAM. HE HAD NO FURTHER INFORMATION 
REGARDING TillS INCIDENT. ' 

L. WITIl NO FURTHER QUESTIONS FOR tIR, TRANG, THE JJH,T TEAl'l 
AGREED TO CONCLUDE TillS INTER iIEW. ' 
4. CORRELATIONS TO EXISTING YOW/MIA CASES. 

A. MR. TRANG'S COMMENTS CONCERNING THE INCIDENT IN PARA 3C 
WERE TOO VAGUE TO DRAW TENTATiVE FIELD CORRELATION. HOWEVER, IT IS 
POSSIBI.E TIlAT HE IS CONFUSING KLEMENTS OF 'CASE 0010 OR 0)13 WITH 
CASE 0016. 

8. TilE INCIDENT DESCRIBE! IN PARA 3E PRODAOLY CORRELATES TO 
CASE 0728 BASED ON 'rill:: GENERAl INCIDENT LOCATION, AND GENERAL 
DESCllIPTION OF TIlE INDIVIDUIIL \SSOCIATEIl WITH CASE 0728, 
S, POTENTIAL LEADS, 

A. DOBDY GARWOOD (GIISE 0,55), tiR. TRANG CLAHIED TII,\T NR, 
GA1<W:)OD SHOULIl IIAV.: INFOR~IATI' N HEI.ATING TO CASED IN KHMI DUC ,\ND 
III E!' DUC f) I STR I CTS , 

D. A lJIL GIIAN!!, WIIO REPl'! rEDl.Y RE~10V£ll A JJULLET l'Rlm THE u.s, 
PW DESCRIBED IN PARA 3E. DR, ,;CUYEN NCO'; CHANH (NGUYEENX NGOCJ 
CIIANH) lItiS BEEN INTERVIEWED il', JOINT TENIS SEVERAL TItlES. 
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C. TilE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WERE iDENTIFIED BY 
P,lRTIClPANTS IN TilE HR5 U. S. RE~IAINS RECOVERY EFFORT. ' 
POTENTIAL LEflDS ARE REPORTEDLY I.lVING IN DA NANG CITY,' 
EXCEPTION OF HR. PHOC. 

(1) HR. NGUYEN TUNG (NGUYEENX TUNGF) 
(2) HR. VO GUG TIEN (VOX CUCS TIEEN) 
(3) HR. NGO TRUNG TINII (NGOO TRUNGF TINHF) 
(4) HR. DA (ZAJ) 
(5) HR. PHUONG (PHWONG) 
(6) ~IR. THAi'll! (TiIANIl) 

"'" :-t 

~;, 
:71( 

" 

(7) HR. PHOC (PHOWCS) HR. PIIOC IS REPORTEDLY LIVING IN 
THflNII 1I0A PROV INCE. 
6. HATERIAL EVIDENCE: NONE. THIS SOURCE BROUGHT NO RECORDS, 
NOTEBOOKS, DIARIES, OR ANY MATERIAL EVIDENCE ASSOCIATED WITH 
UNACCOUNTED FOR U.S. PERSONNEL. 
7. COMMENTS. 

A. MR. TRANG EXPRESSED HIS UNDERSTANDING OF TilE SITUATION 
BETWEEN TIlE: U.S. AND VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENTS, AI'!D ,STATED THAT liE 
HOPES TIlE INFORMATION liE PROVIDED TO THE TEAM CAN BE USEFUL TO TRE 
JOINT TEAH. 

B. MR. TRANG WAS IN POOR HEALTH AT THE TIME OF INTERVIEW. HE 
WAS NOT ABLE TO !lEAR WELL;, HAD BEEN SICK FOR SEVERAL DAYS, AND 
BECAME EASILY CONFUSED. HE ALSO SAID THAT BECAUSE ~HE WAR WAS A 
LONG TIHE AGO HE liAS FORGOTTEN HANY DETAILS OF TIlE: EVENTS 
DESCRIBED. MR. TRANG'S RECALL OB, DATES AND YEARS APPEARED TO BE 
LACKING. ALTIiOUGli liE APPEARED TO MAKE A GENUINE EFFORT TO GIVE TItE 
JOINT TEAM ACCURATE DATES AND TIME FRAMES OF EVENTS, !IE OFTEN 
PAUSED AND APPEARED UNSURE OF HIMSELF. 

C. MR. TRANG CITED KlIAH DUC AND IIIEP DUC AS SPECIFIC AREAS 
WHERE MR. GARWOOD HAY IIAVE CONSIDERABLE KNOWLEDGE. TIlE: ONLY 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION HR. TRANG PROVIDED CONCERNING HR. GARWOOD'S 
INTERACTION WI111 U. S. PWS WAS 11IAT tlR. GARWOOD HAD INTERVIEWED TWO 
U.S. PRISONERS FROH 11IE 5TIt U.S. DIVISICN IN ~IR4. ACCORDING TO MR. 
II 

1**""** BEGINNING OF SECTION 003 ~,,',,:,,',,'d, I 
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TRANG, BOTH OF THE PWS "'ERE LATER RETURNEll TO U.S. CONTROL. 
, D. THE ONLY TWO HOUNTAINS "AnOVE" 110 CII liRE DIIU TUONG (8S59;9) 
Arm DIIN CO (BS6158), 

E. DURING 11IE INTERVIEW tlR, TRflNG \,' IS SHOWN A PICTUHE TAKEN IN 
1968 OF A U,S. PRISONER BEING INTERROGflTEll IN TilE DA NIII",,; AREA. 
HR. TRANG CLAIH£D NOT TO RECOGNIZE ANYON!:: IN THE PICI1JRE, ONCE 
STATING 11IAT IT WtlS POSS IULE THflT liE "'AS ONE OF TlI0S£ P lCI1JREll. 
(PICTURF. TAKEN FROt! PtlGE 123, vu;,UtfV 1 TilE HOOK "THE 2Nll :nVISION" 
(IJA NANG PUBLISHING nOUSE, 1911~». 

F. TilE HEMBE1(S OF TilE .JOINT TEMI CONFElmEll ON 'I'm: Ql; ';STlONS TO 
BE ASKElJ DUllING TillS INTERVIEW, TEMI HENBERS tlGREEil THAT 'I'm: NEED 
TO REINTERVIEW TliIS SUBJECT WOULl) lJEPENll ON WHETHER FURTHER 
QUESTIONS FOR MR, TRIING ARISE DUllING TIlE COURSE OF THE OR.~L llISTORi' 
INTERVIEW TEMI'S "UTUIlE WORK, SHOULD tlR. TRtlNG'S HEALTlI 


