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DIA PASS TO DOD POW-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION QOFFICE
SUBJ: SRY ORAL HISTORY, INTERVIEW WITH NGUYEN VAN BON
REF: LDET 1, JTFRA M3G 2002412 JAN 93

1. RFF WAS THF SUMMARY KEPOKRT OF ACTIVITIES CONDUCTRLD BY
JTFFA SPECIAL ASSISTANT, MR G.E. BELL, IN VIETNAHM DURING
TEE PERIOD 6 TO 18 JAN 93. PARA LB OF REF REFERS TO MR
NGUYEIN VAN BON, THE WARTIME PROVINCE PARTY SECRETARY OF
THUA TBIEN-HUE, WHO WAS INTERVIEWED IN HUE CITY ON 11
JAN 93. THE FOLLOWING KEPORT PRCVIDES THE INTERVIEMW
RESULTS. THE INTERVIEW WAS MONITORED BY ASSIGNED
CCUNTERPART AND MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE {MKD) REP,
I[1C PHAM TEQO, AXD MINIS1HY OF THE INTERIOR (MOI) REP, MR
BA MINH THAN.

2. SOURCE, A 77 YEAF OLD NATIVE OF HUE CITY, RESROUPED
TO THE NORTH DURING 1954 AND RETURNED TO SARAVAN
FRCVINCE IAOS WHEN THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT WAS
FORMED IN 1968. SOUHCE SAID HE WAS NEVER PERSOKALLY
THYOLVEL WITH US POW’S AND #AS ONLY ABLE TO RECALL
BAVING HEARD ABOUT ONE CAPTURED AMEHICAN. SOURCE SAID
THAT SOMETIME DURING THE MID 1566°S (SOUHCE NOT SURE OF
YRAR BUT BELIEVEL I WAS 1966 OR 1967}, HE HEARD ABOUT
ONE US PILOT WHOQ WAS CAPTURED AFTER HE PARACHUTED FRCM
AN AIRCRAFT INSIDE CF LAQS ADJACENT TO WESTERN QUANG TRI
PROVINCE. SQOURCE HEARD THAT THE ATRCRAFT WAS ON &
RECONNAISSANCE MISSION AND 2LYING YERY LOW AT THE TIME
GF THE INCIDENT. SCURCE HEARD THE PILOT WAS TAXEN ON
kCUTE B-45 WEST OF A LUCI {YC3899} TQ A CAMP CALLED
"LANG KHE"NEAR THE VILLAGES OF "A HO™ AND "A VAI,
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SOURCE SALID THE CAMF WAS LOCATED IN THE AREA OF TROGP
S1ATION (BINH TRAM) 45. SQUKCE ADDED THAT THE
LESIGNATION OF KCUTF B-45 WAS DERIVED FROM THE
DESIGNATION OF TROCP STATION 45, SOURCE RECALLED THAT
TROCF STATION 45 ¥AS LOCATED IN THE "LANG TA" AREA OF
SARAVAN PROVINCE. SOURCE SAID ROUTE b-45 TRANSVERSED A
SECTION OF LAOS CALLED THE ~RUNG THONG" (I.E. PINE
PCREST). RCUTF F-45 WAS A WELL WORN TRAIL WHICH SERVED
A4S A COMMO-LIAISCN RQUTE AND SUPPLY COrKIDOE FROM TROOP
STATION 45 IN LACS TG THE HUE AREA. SOUEKCE RFCALLED THAT
A WELL KNOWN AND DIFFICULT TO NEGOTIATE RISE ALCNG TRE
hOUTE WAS CALLED "ZoC MEO™ {I.E. MEQ RISE). SQOUKCE HEARD
THAT TEE U ¥C¥ WAS NUT ABLE TO EAT FISH SAUCE
INITIALLY, BUT EVENITUALLY BECAME ACCUSTOMED 10 IT.
SQURCE COULD NOT KECALL ANY FURTHER INFORMATION
CONCERNING THE US FGw.

3. SOUHCE SAID THAT ACCORDING TO HIS ALCCLLECTION, ALL
MATTERS PFRTAINING TO US POW’'S WEhE THE BESPONSIBILITY
OF THE ENEMY PROSELYTING ELEMENT OF THI THIEN MILITARY
REGION (MR). SOURCE RECALLED THAT THE ELEMENT WAS CALLSD

LICH VAN QUAN XBU" (I1.E. MILITAHY HEGION ENEMY
FRUGSELYTING). SOURCE VAGUELY BECALLED THAT THE ENEMY
PRGSELYTING ELEMENT WAS HEALQUARTERED IN THE AKEA QF

¥OM SCHN CIEN" (XOME S0WN LLIEENJ) AND "X0OM CUU sSY”

{ XOMS CUWR SYR) HAMLETS, AND NEAR NAM GIAC (YD 7618).
SOURCE RECALLED THAT A PAVN MAJ (KAME NOT HECALLED) AND
NATIVE OF HA TINH FROVINCE, WHO WAS A CALRE OF THE FNEMY
FACSFLYTING ELEMENT, WAS KILLED TURING A BOMEING ATTACK
FY US ALHCRAFT AT NAM GILAQ.

4. SOURCF SAIT THAT WHEN HE EETURNED FhOM NOHTH VIETNAM
TC SARAVAN LAOS MY WAS APPUINTEL A5 THE PrUVINCE PARTY
SECRETARY FOR THUA 1HIEN-HUE FROYINCE (BI Td0 TINH UY).
T6F ALMINISTHATIVF APFARATUS DURING WARTIME WAS LOCALED
INSILE LAOS AND ACTUALLY THERE WERE TWQ SEPAKATE
AIMINISTRATIONS, WITH THE THUA THIEN-HUE FROVINCE
ALMINISTRATION EEING LOCATED WITRIN ANOTHEH
AIMINISIRATIVE AFFARATUS CALLED THE MOUNTAINOUS REGION
FRONT (MAT THAN MIEN NUI). SODRCE BXPLAINED THIS
ARRANGEMENT BY SAYING THAT HIS ADMINISIRATION vAS AN
ORGAN QF THE COMMUNIST PARTY ADMINILTERING TFRRITCRY
GCCUFIEL EY THE REPULIC OF VLIETNAM (RVN) BY nEMOTE
CCNTRCL, WHILF 1HE MOUNTAINGUS REGIGN ERONT ACTUALLY
AIMINISTEREL THE TERRITCORY IN WHICH THEIR ADMINISTRATION
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WAS FHYSICALLY LCCATEL. THE PARTY SECKETARY OF THE
MOUNTAINOUS R¥GIUN FKONT WAS MR LE HANH (HANHJ), #HO
SCURCE RECALLEL IS NUW RETIRED AND RESILING IN <U&KG IRI
PROVINCE. SOUKCE BFLIRVYES Mr HANH IS MORE UALIFIEL THAN

HF TO DISCUSS US FOW’'S HELL BY VIEI®AMESE FORCES INSIDE
LAOS DURING THE WAH.

.. WHEN ASKED CONCERNING OTHEE CADRE WHO MIGHT BE ABLE
4C PROVILE INFOKMATICON CONCERNING US POW/MIA, SOURCE
VRGYILEL THE FOLLOWING NAMES: MR GIAI, THE FORMER HEAD
O 1HE PHOVINCE PARTY COMMITTEE MILITAKY PROSELYTING
SECTION (EAN BINH YaN TINH UY), NOYW RETIRED AND RESIDING
IN HUE CITY. Mk THU (LNU)} -AXKA THU MEO MIENG (I.E.
YWISTWE MOUTH TEU), %40 WAS WOUNLED IN THF MOUTH DURING
THE WAR. MH THU WAS ALSO ASSIGNED TO THE MILITARY
FROSFLYTING SECTICN OF THE PROVINCE PARTY COMMITTEE. HE
15 NO¥ RITIRED ANL RESIDLING IN HUE CITY. SOURCE SAID
THAT AITHOLUGH Mk GIAI AND ME THU WERE ASSIGNED TO THE
MILITARY FRCSELYTING S¥CTIGN OF THE FROUVINCE PARTY
WATHFE THAK 1THE TRI THIEX Mk ENEMY PROSELYTING SECTION,
1HEY MIGHT HAVE HAL SOME CONTACT ¥ITH US PEKSOHNEL
LURING THF WAR. FAYKR MG THU (LNU}, THE FCR4ER CHIEF CF
STAF} FOR ThHI THIEN MR, NOW HETIRED AND RESIDING IN THE
TAY LOC AHEA NEAR THF MANG CA ALRFIELD {(YD7472230),
INSILYL THF CITADEL CF BUE CITY. SE COL BLUI KHAC TOAN
{T0ANF), TEL FORMEx OEPUTY GPERATIONS QFFICER {TRO LY
TAC CHIEN) FOR TRI THIFN MK, NOW REAIRFD AND RFRSIDING IN
HWUF CITY. SR COL NGUYEN THONCQ DANH (ZANH), THE FORMLE
OFFHATICNS OFEICER ¥Ch TRI THIEN MR, NOW RETIRED AMD
hESILING IN FUE CITY. (NGTR: SOURCE RECENTLY HFARWD THAT
A Sn COL LANH DIXD IN HUE CITY, BUT SOURCF IS NOT SURE
WHFTHER THEEL RFPORTFL DECEUENT AND SR COL NGUYEN TRCNG
LANH MENTIONED BY HIM AXE THE SAME FEHSON). MR LE DANH
(ZANH) (POSSLIBLY L¥ NGOC DaNl), THE ¥FOEMRR DEPUTY
FOLIGICAL DIRECTOR (FEQ BAN CHU KHIFM) QOF THE TRI TAIEN
ME POLITICAL SECTION, NOW EETIRED AND XESIDING IN QUANG
THI. SCURCE HEARL THAT MR DANH WAS RECENTLY APPOIKTEL AS
tHE IEAL OF THE VIKINAM WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION IN
WUANG TEI.

6. WHEN ASKED FOR HIS OrINION AS TO wWHAT IMMEDIATE
ACTION US INVESTIGATOHD MIGH1 TAKE TOC OBTAIN LEADS
CONCFRNING US PERSONNEL STILL UNACCCUNTED FOR IN THE
THUA THIEN-HUE FIOVINCE AWEA, SQURCE SUGGESTED THAT THEY
WO TO WESTERN THUA THIEN AND GUANG THI PROVINCES. SCURCE
OFINED THAT LOCAL OFMICIALS OF HUQONG HOA DISTRICT IN
wUANG ThI, AND A LUOI.DISTRICT OF THUA THIEN-HUE HIGHT
¥¥ AELE TO FROVILE AT LEAST SOME INFORMATION CF
INTEREST. SOQURCE SAIL HE COULL NOT RECALL THEL NAMES OF
CADEE IN QUANG TRI, BUT DIL SUGGEST THAT US
INVESTIGATCRS CONTACT LTC KHCGA {KHOAS), THE DISTRICT
MILITARY COMMANDFR, AND LTC TI LE {(LEE), THE FORMER
DISTRICT PUBLIC SECURITY CHIEFIN A LUCI DISTRICT.
ACCORDING TO SOQURCE, BOTH LTC XKHOA AND LTC LE WKRE
ASSIGUNEL TO THE A LUQI AKEA DURING THE WAR.

7. COMMENT
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" A. ALTHOUGH SCURCE WAS NOT UNCOOFERATIVE, HE WAS VERY
IFPATIENT AND CONSTANLY ASKED IF SA WAS FINISHED NITH
TRF INTERVIEW. SOURCE CONSTANTLY EMPHASIZED HIS ROLE AS
A PARTY OFFICIAL, HATHER THAN A MILITARY MEMBER. AT
TIMFS SQURCE WAS ACTUALLY JOCULAR IN THIS REGARD CAUSING
THE MNLD KHEF, LTC TEQ, TO APPEAR SOMEWHAT UNEASY. 54
GAINFD THE IMPRESSICK THAT SOURCE PROBABLY KNOWS FAR
MOKE THAN BE REVEALXD BUT BELIEVES HE SHOULD PASS ON THE
NAMES OF OTHER POTENTIAL WITNESSES WITH SIMILAR
#NOWLEDGE LUE TO SOURCE’S COMMUNIST PARTY AFFILIATION.
5k MALE NO ATTEMIT TO PREVEKT SQURCE FROM TAKING THIS
TACK ANL BELIEVES THE NAMES PROVIDED BY SQUHCE WILL
RESULT IN ADDITICNAL, MORE CASE SPECIFIC LEADS.

B. SQURCE APPFARED TO BE IN UNUSUALLY GOOD HEALTH,
CCNSIDERING HIS AGE AND JUNGLE ENVIRONMENT LIFE STYLE
THROUGHOUT THE WAR YEARS. LTC TEG DID ADVISE HOWEVER,
THAT SQURCE SUF¥ikS FHOM HIGH BLOOD PRESSUKE AND UNABLE
TC WITHSTAND LONG INTERVIEW SESSIONS. SOQURCE WAS NOT
CONTUCIVE TO MAP TRACKING AND CLAIMED E#D VISION.
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