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INFO RHEHNSC/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-HIA// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/EAP/VLC/CCS/OCS// 
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//OCJCS/J5/PW-HIA/J3-JOD// 
RUHQHQB/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3/J30-H// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC 1..0 WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAH AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
RUEHBT/USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-HIA/? 
RUEHBT/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 
BT 
UNCLAS //N03460// 
SECTION 01 OF 02 
HSGIO/GENADHIN/CDR JTF-FA/J2// 
SUBJ/INTERVIEW OF RiQUESTED SOURCE. HR. CAD NAN// 
REF/A/FAX/DET 2/16HAY93// 
AHPN/LIST OF PERSONS FOR INTERVIEW-SENATOR KERRY, ENTRY NUHBER 10 
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OF 83// 
RHKS/l. BACKGROUND. ON 25 HAY 1993 IN HUE CITY, A JOINT 
US/vIETNAH INTERVIEW TEAH INTERVIEWED HR. CAO NAN, A 64 YEAR OLD 
RESIDENT OF NUHBER 72/A BA TRIEU ROAD, HUE CITY. HR. NAN ADDED 
THAT HE WAS HAVING A HOUSE BUILT IN DA NANG CITY AND WOULD BE 
HOVING THERE IN JULY. HR. NAN SAID THAT HE COULD NOT RECALL HIS 
NEW ADDRESS BUT THAT HE WOULD INFORH LOCAL OFFICIALS OF HIS 
ADDRESS CHANGE. THE TEAH HET AT THE HUONG GIANG HOTEL, HUE CITY, 
TO INTERVIEW NAN WHO IS LISTED IN REFERENCE AS A POTENTIAL SOURCE 
OF INFORHATZQN CONCE"IW.t:N6 U • .l:- ~1.. ffUSINIi: IN IICT"rON IN 
VUTNAH. THE U. S. COIR7NGEKr CQ¥st<'TED OF Itlt.. «£.U'll QMY 
FLANAGAN. JOINT TASK FORCE-FULL ACCOUNTING ,JTF-FA) DET 2 
CASUALTY RESOLUTION SPECIALIST; AND PETTY OFFICER JOHN HARVEY. 
JTF-FA ANALYST/LINGUIST. THE VIETNAHESE CENTRAL GOVERNHENT 
CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF LTC I.E KY. HINISTRY OF DEFENSi; AND HR. 
NGUYEN THANG LOI, HINISTRY OF INTERIOR. HR. NAN HAD NOT BEEN 
INTERVIEWED BY JOINT TEAHS PREVIOUSLY. 
2. SUHHARY. THE SOURCE PROVIDED INFORHATION ON THREE INCIDENTS 
IN WHICH U.S. PERSONNEL HAD BEEN CAPTURED. HE RECALLED THAT A 
TOTAL OF TEN INDIVIDUALS WERE INVOLVED IN THE INCIDENTS. HE 
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BELIEVED ALL BUT ONE OF THE TEN U.S. PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN THE 
THREE INCIDENTS SURVIVED AND RETURNED TO U.S. CONTROL. 
3. DETAILS. 

A. ON 25 HAY 1993, THE JOINT TEAH INTERVIEWED HR. CAO NAN, A 
64 YEAR OLD FORHER ENEHY PROSELYTING CADRE ASSIGNED IN 196B AS A 
CAPTAIN TO HILITARY REGION TRI-THIEN-HUE (HRTTH). AFTER SEING 
INTRODUCED TO THE JOINT TEAH AND ITS HISSION, HR. NAN SAID THAT 
HE HAD CONTACT WITH U.S. CAPTIVES IN TWO SEPARATE INCIDENTS DURING 
THE WAR, AND THAT HE HAD HEARD OF A THIRD INCIDENT INVOLVING U.S. 
PRISONERS IN HRTTH. 

B. HR. FLANAGAN ASKED THE QUESTION: "SINCE THE RELEASE OF 
U.S. PRISONERS IN 1973, HAVE YOU EVER SEEN ANY LIVE AHERICANS?" 
HR. ~AN RESPONDED THAT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. THERE HAVE SEEN NO U.S. 
PRISONERS IN VIETNAH SINCE ALL U.S. PRISONERS WERE RETURNED TO 
THE U.S. IN 1973. 

C. HR. FLANAGAN ASKED THE QUESTION: "SINCE.THE RELEASE OF 
U. S. PRISONERS IN 1973. HAVE YOU EVER SEEN ANY • STAY-BEHINDS'?" 
HR. NAN RESPONDED THAT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE, THERE WERE NO STAY­
BEHINDS IN VIETNAH AFTER ALL U.S. PRISONERS WERE RETURNED TO THE 
U.S. IN 1973. 
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D. HR. NAN SAID THE FIRST INCIDENT IN WHICH HE WAS INVOLVED 

WITH A U.S. PRISONER DURING THE WAR OCCURRED AT APPROXIHATELY THE 
END OF JANUARY 19(;9. ' THE INCIDENT INVOLVED A U.S. HARINE PRIVATE 
WHO WAS APPROXIHATELY 19 YEARS OF AGE AT THE TIHE. THE HARINE 
HAD 8EEN IN VIETNAH FOR ONLY FIVE DAYS WHEN HE LANDED IN DA NANG 
CITY WITH HIS UNIT. AFTER PROCESSING IN THROUGH DANANG. ON HIS 
FOURTH DAY IN COUNTRY, THE HARINE WENT WITH HIS UNIT INTO THE 
JUNGLE IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE. ON THE FIFTH DAY. THE SOLDIER WAS 
CAPTURED AFTER BECOHING SEPARATED FROH HIS UNIT AND LOST. THE 
HARINE WAS CAUCASIAN WITH REDDISH 8ROWN HAIR, APPROXIHATELY FIVE 
FEET SEVEN INCHES TALL. WEIGHED AROUND 160 POUNDS AND HAD NO 
WEAPON. HR. NAN SAID HE PERSONALLY LED THE HARINE OUT OF THE 
AREA, TRAVELLING FROH BOH8 SHELTER TO 80HB SHELTER. THE HARINE 
WAS EVENTUALLY TAKEN TO "THE REAR AREAw AND NAN LATER HEARD THE 
HARINE'S NANE, WHICH SOUNDED SOHETHING LIKE HSEE-LEE", AS ONE OF 
A NUH8ER OF RELEASEES ANNOUNCED IN A RADIO BROADCAST. HE DID NOT 
REHEHBER THE DATE OF THE BROADCAST 8ECAUSE HE WAS STILL OUT ON 
THE 8ATTLEFIELD. 

E. HR. NAN WAS A CAPTAIN AND AN ASSISTANT TO THE ENEHY 
PROSELYTING SECTION AT THE TIHE OF THE ANERICAN HARINE'S CAPTURE. 

PAGE 05 RUHQSGG5417 UNCLAS 
HE RECALLED THAT AT THE TIHE OF THE CAPTURE HE REPORTED TO A 
HAJOR NANED TIEN (TIEENS), WHO WAS APPROXIHATELY 43 YEARS OLD AND 
A NATIVE OF HAl DUONG PROVINCE. NAN DID NOT KNOW WHO HAJOR TIEN 
REPORTED TO AT HIGHER LEVEL, BUT RECALLED THAT TIEN'S OFFICE WAS 
DIRECTLY SU80RDINATE TO HQ HRTTH. 

F. HR. NAN SAID THE SECOND INCIDENT IN WHICH HE WAS INVOLVED 
WITH U.S. PRISONERS DURING THE WAR WAS A CASE INVOLVING TWO 
~ 1lI'U1"V!'lJ' '"'11£ MHf3T'S WEPt'ifFY IJ£RE CAPTURED DURING THE 
.6ATTU FIJR IIllE IN.J.S68.. JJH£N NAN IHlRJIlE.D WHERE THE TWO CAPTIVES 
WERE 8EING HELD, 80TH FEHALES HAD ALREADY 8EEN INTERROGATED. NAN 
HEARD THAT ONE FEHALE SAID SHE WAS A TEACHER AND THE OTHER FEHALE 
SAID SHE WAS A DOCTOR. HE LATER HEARD A SAIGON RADIO 
ANNOUNCEHENT THAT THE TWO FEHALES HAD 8EEN RELEASED. HR. NAN 
SAID THAT HE COULD NOT RECALL ANY FURTHER DETAILS SINCE HIS 
CONTACT WITH THE TWO PRISONERS HAD 8EEN SO 8RIEF. 

G. HR. NAN SAID THAT THE THIRD INCIDENT INVOLVING U.S. 
PRISONERS OF WHICH HE WAS AWARE CONSISTED OF HEARSAY INFORHATION 
IN WHICH SEVEN U.S. PRISONERS WERE CAPTURED DURING THE 8ATTLE FOR 
HUE IN 19(;B AT THE SANE TIHE THE TWO FEHALES WERE CAPTURED. HE 
HEARD THAT SEVEN PRISONERS WERE CAPTURED AND EVACUATED OUT OF THE 
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CITY. ONE OF THE INDIVIDUALS SU8SEQUENTLY DIED DURING A 8-52 
80H8ING RAID WHILE THE GROUP WAS ENROUTE TO THE NORTH. HR. NAN 
SAID THAT HE DID NOT KNOW EXACTLY WHERE THE 80H8ING RAID AND 
DEATH OF THE PRISONER OCCURRED, BUT HEARD THE LOCATION WAS ON THE 
DOC CHE SLOPE (SOOCS CHEF) ADJACENT TO LAOS. HE SAID THAT THE 
LOCATION WAS IN WESTERN THUA THIEN-HUE PROVINCE, A LUOI DISTRICT, 
POSSI8LY NEAR HONG TIEN (HOONGF TIEENS) VILLAGE. TD GET THERE, 
aYE WOULD TRAVEL ALONG ROUTE 12 TO VUNG TRON (VUNGX TRONF), WHICH 
IS EAST OF CHE SLOPE, THEN WALK FOR APPROXIHATELY SIX HOURS TO 
DOC CHE. WHEN PRESENTED WITH A HAP SHEET (NE-48-16) OF THE AREA, 
HE IDENTIFIED THE HOUNTAIN PEAK AS PROBA8LY HIGH PDINT 1774 
(YD38581. WITH THIS AS A REFERENCE POINT. HR. NAN SAID THAT THE 
DEATH COULD HAVE OCCURRED ANYWHERE WITHIN A TEN KILOHETER SQUARE 
DRAWN WITH A NORTH-SOUTH ORIENTATION IN WHICH THE SOUTHEAST 
QUADRANT WOULD 8E IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YD4QQ5. AT 
THIS POINT IN THE INTERVIEW. HR. NAN REITERATED THAT THIS 
INCIDENT WAS ONLY HEARSAY. HE RECALLED HEARING ONE U.S. PRISONER 
AND TWO PAVN SOLDIERS DIED IN THE 80H8ING. HR. NAN 8ELIEVED THAT 
THIS WAS LOGICAL 8ECAUSE ON THE EVACUATION ROUTE AT THE TIHE 
// 
8T 
#5417 
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INfO RHEHNSC/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC 
RUEKJCS/SECDEf WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-hIA// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/EAP/VLC/CCS/OCS// 
RUEKJCS/JDINT STAff WASHINGTON DC//OCJCS/J5/PW-hIA/J3-JOD// 
RUHQHQS/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3/J30-h// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC 
RUE AlIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/I8/DDO/EA/ICOG// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAh AfB HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
RUEHBT/USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-hIA// 
RUEHBT/CJTfFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 
BT 
UNCLAS //N03460// 
FINAL SECTION OF 02 
hSGID/GENADhIN/CDR JTf-FA/J2// 
SUBJ/INTERVIEW OF REQUESTED SOURCE, ~R. CAO NAN// 
RhKS/ 
EVACUEES WOULD HAVE BEEN TRAVELING IN CELLS OF THREE PEOPLE 
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(I.E., ONE U.S. AND TWO PAVN PER CELL). WHEN ASKED WHO WOULD 
HAVE hADE THE EVACUATION ARRANGE~ENTS AND ORDERS, HE SAID THAT HE 
DID NOT KNOW BUT ASSU~ED THAT IT WOULD HAVE 8EEN ~RTTH OR THE 
TRI THIEN HUE FRONT. NAN 8ELIEVED THAT THE RE~AINING SIX 
PRISONERS HAD SINCE BEEN RETURNED TO U.S. CONTROL. 

H. CONCERNING WARTI~E REPORTING ON U.S. PRISONERS, ~R. NAN 
SAID HE HAD NO INFOR~ATION WHICH ~IGHT HELP LOCATE ANY RECORDS OR 
ARCHIVES. 

I. WITH NO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS AT HAND fOR hR. NAN , THE 
~EhBERS OF THE JOINT TENt Ni!JlEED. TO DJ:~CIJNTJ:JIU£. THU :u.lT£.AJlLi.JM... 
BOTH THE U. S'. MIll SRV ItEltliEM CONFERRED ON AIUIITIONAL QlJESrIONS 
WHICH SHOULD Bt" t:ONSIO£fIlEU N'FOflfr (If.W(:UIOI7<f(; TIN'" J1'ITF/fJ'TRI. 
4. CORRELATIONS TO EXISTING POW/hI A CASES. 

A. THE SOURCE'S TESTI~ONY POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO CASE 1563, A 
RESOLVED CASE. THE CORRELATION IS BASED ON THE NU~BER OF 
PERSONNEL INVOLVED, GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION, BRANCH Of SERVICE, AND 
GENERAL CIRCU~STANCES Of LOSS. THE hARINE'S NA~E IN THE 
TESTlhONY, "SEE-LEE", IS PHONETICALLY SI~ILAR TO THE hISSING 
INDIVIDUAL'S NAhE IN CASE 1563. THE hAJOR DISCREPANCY BETWEEN 
THE TESTI~ONY ANO CASE 1563 IS DIfFERENCES IN THE TIhE fRA~E: ~R. 
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NAN SAID HE ESCORTED THE ~ARINE AT THE END OF JANUARY 1969, THE 1563 
INCIDENT OCCURRED IN fEBRUARY 1970. 

B. THE TESTI~ONY CONCERNING THE TWO fEhALES CAPTURED DURING 
THE BATTLE FDR HUE CITY CORRELATES TO CASE 1031. A RESOLVED CASE. 
THE CORRELATION IS BASED ON THE NUhBER OF INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED, 
THEIR GENOER, CIRCU~STANCES Of LOSS, OCCUPATION (DOCTOR AND 
TEACHER), AND THE FACT THAT BOTH INDIVIDUALS WERE RELEASED fRO~ 
CAPTIVITY. 

C. ~R. NAN'S TESTIhONY CONCERNING THE PRISONER KILLED BY B· 
52 RAIDS WHILE BEING EVACUATED NORTH CORRELATES TO NO CASE IN 
JTf-FA RECORDS. THOUGH ACCORDING TO JTf-fA RECOROS IT IS 
POSSIBLE THAT A GROUP OF SEVEN PRISONERS TRAVELED NORTHWARO FOR 
IhPRISONhENT AFTER THE BATTLE FOR HUE, THERE IS NO RECORD OF AN 
INDIVIDUAL BEING LOST OR KILLED ALONG THE WAY. 
5. POTENTIAL LEADS. hR. NAN IDENTIFIED hAJOR TIEN, CURRENT 
RESIDENT OF HAl OUONG (HAIR ZWONG) PROVINCE. POSSIBLY NINH GIANG 
DISTRICT. THIS INDIVIDUAL hAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE hORE 
INfORhATION CONCERNING hISSING U.S. PERSONNEL IN VIETNAh. 
6. hATERIAL EVIDENCE: NONE. THIS SOURCE BROUGHT NO RECOROS, 
NOTEBOOKS. DIARIES. OR ANY hATERIAL EVIDENCE CONTEhPORARY TO THE 
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WARTIHo oRA WHICH COULO Bo ASSOCIAToD WITH ANY UNACCOUNToD FOR 
U. S. poRSONNH. 
7. COHHoNTS. 

A. AFToR THIS INToRVIoW, THo HoHBoRS OF THo JOINT ToAH 
ASSoSSoO ALL POToNTIAL ADDITIONAL LoADS PROVIDoD BY THo SOURCo. 
THo CONSoNSUS OF ToAH HoHBoRS WAS THAT CONTINUATION OF THIS 
INToRVIoW OR AN ATToHPT TO Ro-INToRVIoW THIS SOURCo WOULD DoPoND 
ON SIGNIFICANT quoSTIONS WHICH SHOULD 80 ASKoD PoRTAINING TO 
SPoCIFIC INCIDoNTS OR SPoCIFIC QUoSTIONS WHICH HIGHT LoAD TO 
FINDING NoW WITNoSSoS OR DISCOVoRING CONToHPORARY DOCUHoNTATION 
WITH DoTAILS ON SPoCIFIC CASoS. 

B. THIS SOURCo WAS VoRY COOPoRATIVo AND RoSPONDoO QUICKLY AND 
FRANKLY TO ALL QUoSTIONS. Ho APPoARoD TO HAVo GOOD RoCALL OF 
SOHo oVoNTS AND VoRY POOR RoCALL OF OTHoRS. Ho ALSO APPoARoD TO 
80 oAGU., TO HooT WITH ANoRICANS FOR ANY RoASOH. Ho VOLUNTooRoD 
TO NOTIFY LOCAL AUTHORITIoS OF HIS NoW ADDRoSS SO THAT Ho COULD 
Bo RoACHoD FOR ANY FOLLOW-UP quoSTIONS. 

C. THo FACT THAT THo ToSTIHONY CONCERNING THo TWO FoHALo 
PRISONoRS SO CLoARLY CORRoLAToS TO CASo 1031 LoNDS CRoDIBILITY TO 
THo RoST OF HR. NAN'S ToSTIHONY. THOUGH THE OTHoR TWO INCIDoNTS Ho 
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RELATED DO NOT NoCESSARILY CORRELATE TO JTF-FA CASES, BoLIEVo HIS 
TESTIHONY IS VALID AND HAY BE OF USE IN THE FUTURE. 

D. REQUEST THo VNOSHP ALLOW THE U.S. ACCoSS TO THIS SOURCo 
FOR FUTURo INTERVIEW IN THE EVoNT THAT SIGNIFICANT SPoCIFIC 
QlHSTI~ ,... '/IE"£Hfi1J IfECFSSM/..,. // 
BT 
#54t8 


