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SUBJ: SRY ORAL HISTORYi INTERYIEW WITH PAYN MAJ PHAM

MARH EHOI AfA PHAM CONG KHOI AKA PRAM VAN EHOI

1. SUMPARY: THE FOLLOWING REPORT IS BASED ON INFORMATION
PROVIDET INFORMALLY BY VIETNAMFSE OFFICE FOR SEFKING
MISSING FFRSONNEL STAYE MEMRER, MAJ PRAM MANR FRHOI, TO
J1F-FA SEECYAL ASSISTANT MR G.B. BPLL. THIS INFORMATION
WAS RECEIVED THRROUGH FFHIODIC OFFICIAL CONTACTS WITH MAJ
KHO1 DURING THE COURSE OF JOINT FIELD ACTIVITIES, AND
LURING HIS MOST RECENT TRANSIT STOF IN BANGKOX, AFTER
HIS 4-9 OCTORER 1992 VISIT TO TO JTF-FA RQ IN HAWAII

2. INFORHMATION:

A. MAJ KHOI SAID HIS FIRST INYOLYEMENT WITH US POVW'S
BEGAN DURING 1969 WHFN HF WAS ASSIGNRD AS AN ASPIRANT
(CHUAN UY) T0 HOA LO PRISON IK HANCI., AT TRAT TIME, MAJ
XHQI WOKKET UNLER THE SUPERYISION OF LLT NGUTEN MINR Y
(YS)} AXKA "RABEIT". MAJ KHOI WAS INVOLVED IN THY ROUTINE
DAILY BANDIING OF FIELD GCRADE (CAP TA) US POW’S,
INCLURING HEFNCS #1400 (STOCrDALER), 068¢ (GAITIS), 0880
{MCCATN), AND 2146 {RISNTR}. ALTFOUGH MAJ EHOI“S DUTIES
NERE MORE CRIENTED TOWARI CORRECTIONAL CUSTODY, HER AT
TIMES UID PARTICIPATF IN FXPLOITATION SESSICNS CONDUCTED
gﬁugERSONNEL OF THE PAYN EPSEARCH DEPARTMENT {(CUC NCHIEN

R. AT THE TIM¥ OF RIS ASSIGNMFKT TO HOA LO PRISON IN
1665, MAJ K401 WAS ACTUALLY A MEMBYR OF THE MILITARTY
JUSTICF DFPARTMFNT (CUC QUAN PEAP)} OF THE PAYN GENERAL
POLITICAL DIRRCTORATE (TONG CUC CRINH TRI). MAJ EROI
SAIT HE TS5 STIIL ASSIGNET TO THE SAME ORGANIZATION, BUT
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1HE DESIGHATION HAS NO¥ BEEN CRAXGED TO MILITAPY POLICE
AND CRIMINAL INYESTIGATICN LEFARTMENT (CUC QUAN CANH !A

LIRU TRA HINR SU}.

C. ALTHCUGR COL (AT THAT TIME LLT) NGUTEN MINR T WAS®
MAJ KHOI’S SUPERVISOR, HE AAS ASSIGNED TO TRE ENFMT™
PROSELTTING DEFARTMENT. MAJ KHOI EXPLAINED THAT TRE
VARIOUS - DEPARTMFNTS OF THE GENERAL POLITICAL TIRECTORATE
WERE BROUGRT TOGETHER UNDER ONE ORGANIZATION SIMILAR IR
CCMPOSITION T0 THE CURRENT VYNOSMP, TEAT ORGANIZATIOR WAS
CALLEL ” GROUP 875" (DOAN 875). MR KAGI SAID PREYIOUS US
REFERENCES TO A "GRAVES MANAGEMERT DEPARTMINT® (CUC QUAN
LY MO MA) WERE ERRONEOUS AS THIS WAS MERELY A GENERIC®
TERM USED BY TFOSE ASSOCIATED WITH TEF REMAINS OF PAVN
SOIDIERS FOR EASE IN UNDERSTANDING. ACCORDING TO MAJ
KROI, THE OFFICIAL DESIGNATION OF THF¥ ORgAN RESPONSIBLE
FOR PATN REMAINS WAS THE "POLICY OFFICE (CUC CRIRE
SACH), WEIIE THE ORGAN RESPONSIRLE FOR US REMAINS ANT
LIYE PRISONERS WAS DESIGNATED "OFFICE 22" (PHOKG 22).
MAJ EHOI SAID THAT PRIOR TO 1976, OFFICE 22 WAS
SUBORDINATE TC GROUP 875. SOMETIME TUKRING 1976, GROUP
875 WAS REDESIGNATED AS GROUP 776, BUT REMAINED
SUBORDINATE TO THE GENERAL POLI®ICAL DIRECTORATE (GPD). -
THT GPD WAS SUBORDINATF TO THE "INTER-MINISRTY" (LIFN
BO), WHICH INCLUDED' STAFF MEMBERS FROM THE MINISTRIES OF
IEFENCR, INTERIOR, ANT FCREICK AFPAIRS. THE IRTER-
MINISTRY I5 SUBORDINATE 70 THF QFFICE OF TRE PRIME '
MINISTER. MAJ EHOI SAID TRAT ALTROUGH SR COL (SIC) THAN "
PIEN 1S THE RANKING OFFICIAL OF THE SRY GOVERNMEAT '
ASSIGNED T0 THE YNOSMF, -MR §O XUAR DICH HAS CONSITFRABLE
INFLUENCE, DUE TO HIS POSITION AS PARTY CRAPTER
SECRETARY (E1 THU DARG BO).

D. MAJ EHOI SAID THAT DURING' 1969, CURRENT YNOSHP
MEMPER, LTC PAAM TEC, WAS ASSIGNED 70 THE POLICT OFFICE.
ACCORLING TO MAJ ERQI, LTC TRO PERFORMEL LIAISON DUTIES
BETWEEN THY FOLICY OFYICE AND THE OTHER DEPARTMENTS OF
GROUP 875, AND SUBQUENTLY GROUP ?76. DURING TRX TIME MAJ
KHOL WAS ASSIGNED TO ROA 1O, ORGANIZATONS IN ADDITION"TO
OFFICE 22 INYOLVED WITH US POW’S INCLUDED THE ENEMT
PROSELYTING DEFARTMENT (CUC' DICH YAN) AKA DEPARTMENT 14
(CLC 14), AND THE MILITARY PROSELYTING DEPARTHMENT "(CUC
FING YAR) AKA LEPARTMFAT 12 (CUC 12).

F. MAJ EHOI SAID HY PERSONALLY REMAINED INYOLVYED WIZE ™'~

/3

P

UNCLASSIFIED CJITPFADETONEBMN = #56579/81

e



_..,L,.-.'i..‘.... e L . oot ' . !

. UNCLAS SECTION B2 OF 62 BANGKOE™TR 56578

US PO¥'S UNTIL 1978. RIS LAST CONTACT WITH SUCH POW’S
WAS WITH REFNO'S 1996 (GROUP OF 18 CAPTURED IN BAN ME
THUAT ON 21 MARCH 1975), AND REFNO 2001 (GAY,' ARLO N.).
HE SAID THAT AFTER RETNO’S 1956 AND 2e¢#1 VWERE RELEASED,

" HI WAS THANSFERRED 10 A STUDENT ASSIGNMENT FOR
' UNSPECIFIED TRAINING. MAJ KHOI SAID HE ¥WAS ALSO INVOLYED

POR A TIME WITH HMR ROBERT GARWOOD AND' A TEAI CITIZEN
PRISONER NAMED "SON" (SQ¥N). MAJ KROI SAID MR GARWOOD
¥AS AN OFFICIAL OF THE "PROPLE’S REYOLUTIONARY FARTT'
(DANG NHAN DAN CACH MANG), BUT WAS NEVER A MEIMBIR OT THT
LABOR PARTY (La0O TONG), OR THY COMMUNIST PARTY OF
YIETKAM (DANG CONG SAN VI¥T NAM), BE SAID MR GARWCOD
HELD A CIVILIAN SPECIALIST POSITION EQUIVALENT TO THE
MILITARY RANK CF LIEUTENANT COLONPL. RE SAIT MR GARWOOD
REQUESTED HY BE ALLOWELD TO MARRY A YIETNAMESE NATIONAL,
BUT THE REQUEST WAS NOT FAYORABLY CONSIDERED. RE SAID
THAT KEGARLING SALARY AND BENEFITS, THR THBI CITIZEN -
PRISONER CALLED:"SON” WAS ONF GRADE LOWFR THAN MR
GARWOOD,. TRE THAI POW WOREED' AS AN ASSISTANT FOR MR
GARWOOD DURING THE PERFORMANCE OF UMSPECIFIEL .
TRCHNICAL" TASKS. MAJ EROI SAID HE LEARNED FROM "SON
HE BAD BEEN INVOLVED IN SOME SORT OF BUSINESS DEALINGS

IN THAILANE WHICR FAILED, AND AS & RESULT WE WAS REAVILY

INCERTED 70 HOSTILE CRIDITORS. ~SON” XNEW HOW TO PILOT
AN AIRCRAFT ANI TECIDED TO FPIEE TO NORTHERN VIETNAM,
¥REN HIS AIRCRAFT LANLED IN NORTHERN VIETNAM RE WAS .
IMPEDIATELY SURROUNDEL AND CAPTURED. MAJ XHOI SAIL "SON
WAS NOY DEAD, LUE TO NATURAL CAUSES.

3. COMMENTC:

A. MAT XHOI“S INFORMATION WAS PROYTIDED IN A WETAXED
ATHMOSPHYRE WITH NO REFERENCE MATERIALS PRFSENT, ANT WITH
NO WRITTEN NOTES TALEN. MAJ KHOI PROVIDED HIS
INFORMATION IK A GENFRALLY STRAIGHT FORWARD MANNER, BUT
PID EXPRESS APPRREVENSIVENESS IN DISCUSSING THF
BACKGROUND OF BIS COLIEAGUFRS. HE POLITELY DEFIECTED ANY
QUFSTIONS DIRECTET TOWARL THE RESEARCR LEPARTMENT, BUT
CID INDICATE BY FACIAL RECOGNITION TAF PREVIOUSIY
REPORTED ADDRESS OF NUMBE®R 7 DUONG THANE STRFEET IN HANOI
AS THF WARTIME LOCATION OF THAT ORGANIZATION. MAJ KHOI
AISO INLCICATEL RECOGNITION OF THE BO DUONG-CAO BANG
PROYINCE CAMP AS THE SITE FOR WARTIME SRY/PRC JOINT
EYPLOITATION OF US PO¥'S, RUT POLITELY QUIDFEL THF
CONYERSATICN AWAY FROM THAT PARTICULAR SUBJECT. ALTHOUGH
HE APPARENTLY FOUND TRF QUESTION OF COL NGUYEN MINH Y'S
ABILITT TO SPEAK LAC DURING THE TIME THAT SA WAS
ASSIGNEL AS A COUNTERPART T0 FIM DURING 1573 "OFERATION
HOMECOMING™ AMUSING, MAJ XHOI DECLINED TO PROVIDE ANY
INSIGHT AS TO WHY A CADRF ASSIGNED TO HOA LO PRISON IN
HANOT WQUID BE PLUENT IN LAO. MAJ XWOI ALSO LECLINET TO
COMMENT CONCERNING JOINT SRY/USSR EXPLOITATION, AND
ALTHOUGH HE ADMITTEDLY WAS IN CONTACT WITR SOME US POVW'S
DURING 1976, HY AVOIDED ANSWFRING QUESTIONS CONCERNING
HIS FOSSIBIE CONTACT WITH MR JAMES F. LEWIS.

B. SA VAGUELY RECALLS THRAT MAJ KFQI FIRST APFFARED ON
THE POW/MIA SCYNF DURING A REMAINS RFPATRIATION CERFMONY
IN 1988, AT THAT TIME THE NUMBER OF NEW FACES APPEARING
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AND THE CHANGFS TO THE YNOSMP OPFRATING PROCFLURES WERY
CONSIIERED TO FE SIGNIFICANT T0 THE DEGRFE THAT SA
SUBMITTED A SEPARATE "MFMO REFORT™ SHORTLY ATTFR
RETURNING TO BANGYXOK, SA ALSO RECALLS REPORTING THAT
SCME ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT WERE MARTED ¥ITH "P 2 SQUARED™,
1.F, OFFICF 22 (PRONG 22). MAJ XROI RAS NOT INDICATED AN
AFILITY TO CONVERSE IN ENGLISH OR ANY LANGUAGT OTHER
THAN VIETNAMESY. HOWEVER, HIS ABILITY TO TRANSLATE FROM
WRITTEN ENGLISE TO VIETNAMESE IS RIVALLED ONLY BY THAT
CF HIS FREQUENT COLLEAGUE, MR LUU VAN TRO. ALTHOUGH MAJ
FROI'S SPECIFIC TUTIES WITRIN THE YNOSMP ARE NOT YET
CLEAR, HE PAS TRADITIONALLY BFEN INVOLVED IN THE JOINT
RECOYERIES OF DISCREPANCY CASE RFMAINS, AT LEAST
IMPLYING A DEGREF OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR PHYSICAL
SECURITY OF REMAINS CONSIDFRED' AS SENSITIVE BY THE SRY.
MAJ TROI RAS BEEN RRFERREL TO AS POTH “MAJ)™ ANI MR’
LURING PAST JOINT FIELD ACTIVITIES, BUT DURING THF 15-21
NOYEMBER TISIT TO "RE SRV PY CODYL E¥RRY, HF APPTARED
FOR THE FIRST TIMF IN THF FULL MILITARY UNIFORM OF 4
FAVN MAJ.

C. MAJ THOI'S MENTION  OF THE RELATIONSHIP FETWEEN THE
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GENFRAL POTITICAL DIRECTORATE, TEY® INTER-MINISTRY, ANT
THE PRIME FMINISTFR’S OFFICE IS5 CONFUSING, BUT SA WAS NOT
ABLE TO CONDUCT APPROPFIATE FOLLOW-UP RFGARDING THIS
ASPECT, Sa BELIXTES MAJ KHOI MAY HAVE BEEN REFERRING TO
THY. GOVERNMFNTAL RELATIONSRIP THAT EXISTS BETWFREN THY
PRIME MIKISTER’S OFFICE 'AND SO CALLED' " INTER-MINISTRY"
ANT THE PARTY RELATIONSHIP THAT FXISTS BETWEEN THEY
LATTER WITH THE EYTFRNAL AFFAIRS SECTION OF THE PARTY
CENTRAL COMMITTEE, I.F. THE APPARATUS WOULD HAVY
GCYERNMENTAI TERMS OF REFPERENCE WITH THE MINISTRY OF
NATIONAL DEFENCE (SR COL THAN BIEN) AS TRE LFAD AGFNCTY,
ANL PARTY TERMS OF REYFRENCE WITH THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
SFCTION (HO XUAN DICH) AS MONITOR/FOLITICAL CONTROL.
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