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SUbJ: SRV ORAL HISTORY IATERVIEWS

1. DURING THE PERIOD 6 TO 18 JANUAHY 1993, SPECIAL
AESISTANT MR, G.E. BELL CONDUCTEL ORAL HISTORY
INTERVIEWS IK HANOI, QUANG TRI, THUA THIEN-HUE ANL QUANG
NAM/LA NANG. THE FOLLOWING SHV CADRE YKOVIDED
INFORMATICN:

A. SH COL PHAM VAN BAN AXA PHAM BAN AKA BA (3) BaN,
THE ¥ORMER CHILF OF THE BNEMY PROSELYTING CFFICEL,
POLIT1CAL DEPAKTMENT, SOUTH VIETNAM LIBERATION APMED
FCRCES.

B. KGUYEN VAN VAN (VANJ) A{A NGUYEN ¥AN BON (BOONS),
THE wWARTIME PROVINCE PARTY SECRRTARY OF THUA THIEN-HUY,

c. VO NIEM [NIEEMJ) A FORMER FIRLDL GRADE LEVEL CADhE
OF TidE ¥N¥FMY FROSLLYTING OFFICE OF MILITARY RFGION TRI-
THIEN.

D. LTC PHAN VAN KHUCNG (KHWONG) AKA NGUYEN VAN LY

(LYS), THE FORWER CHIEF OF THE ENEMY PROSELYTING CFFICE,
MILITARY REGION TRI-THIEN.

E.  NGUYEM XKIEU DA (DA) THE FORMER OPERATIONAL
COMMARLYR OF THE DANANG CITY SPECIAL ACTION UNIT,

F. NGUYEN TAN HUNG (HUNGF), A FOPMER EMEMY PHOUSELYTING
OFFICZ CADRR AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE INTERPRATER IN ThE
MILITARY FR¥GION & CAMP FOR US FOWS,

G. NGUYEN THAKH NAM (NAWM) A%A HAM (5) DUX (DZWAF),
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THE WARTIME SECRETARY OF THE DANANG GITY PARTY
COMMITTEE.

2. ORAL KISTORY SESSIONS KRESULTED IN THE ACQUISITION
OF INFORMATION CONCERNING 1THE wARTIME CRGANIZATICN OF
THE ENEMY PROSFLYTING AFPARATUS LK HANOI, MR. TRI-THIEN,
MRS, AND THE HG, SYNLAF (I1.E. B 2}, NONE OF THE CADRE
INTIRVIIHLD ¥WAS ABLE TO PROVIDE AKY INY¥ORMATION
CONCERNING AMERICANS CURRENTLY REMAINING IN INDOCHINA,
EITHER VOLUNTARILY CR AGAINS] THEIR WILL. SOMF LIMITED
INFORMATION CONCFRNING SPECIFIC IKCIDENTS INVOLVIKG U.S.
PERSONNEL CAPTURED Ok {IA WAS OBTAINED AND THIS
INFORMATION wILL BY FORWARDED EY IKDIVIDUAL, DETAILED
REPORTS .

3. MAJOR PROBLEM AREAS ENCOUNTERED INCLUDED THEE AGE
AND PHYSICAL CONDITION OF THME INTERVIEWY SUBJECTS (I.E.
DEAFNESS, CENERAL FEEBLENESS AND MEMORY LOS5) AND 1THE
TIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING CURRENT ALDRESSES OF FORMER
CADRE DUE TO A LACKX OF RECORDS. THE LOQCATING OF FORMER
CADRF WAS ALSO COMPLICATED BY 1HE FACT THAT MANY OF THEM
USEL A NOM DE CUERRE" DURING WARTIME YEARS.

4. COCFERATION ON THE PART OF THE VIETNAMESE WAS GOOD
AND IN EACH PROVINCE YISITED THERE ¥AS AFPARENTLY &
SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO LOCATE WARTIME CADRE FOR INIERVIE¥.
ASSIGNED COUNTFRPART LDURING TH® TRIP WAS VNOSMP MND REP,
LTG PHAM TEO. ALSO ACCOMPANYING WAS MCO1 REP MR. HA MINK
THAK. LTC TEO IKDICATKC THAT THE VIETMAMESE WILL
GONTINUE T0 WORK HARD ON TEE POW/MIA 1SSUE EVEN I¥
PRESIDEAT BUSK DOES NOT I1FT THE EMBARGO BEFORF HE
LEAVES CFFICE . THERE WaAS FREQUENT REFRREKNCY TO THE
POSSIBLE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO RY LOCAL CADRE
THRCUGHCUT THE TRIP, BUT NO MENTION EY THESE CADRE
CONCERNING THEIR WILLINGNESS TC WORXK HARD REGAFDLESS OF
YHETHER OR NCT THE EMEARGO 1S LIFTED. TUEEY NINTED TEAT
THE U.S., SIDE CCULL EXPECT SOMEWHAT COOLBR RESCLUTIONS
AT THE LOCAL LEVEL IF THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN
TEE STATUS {UO. 7HE VNOSMP CALRE TOUK THE TACK THAT
THEY HAT VERY LITTLE INFLUENCE OVER THF LOCAL CALRE BUT
WOULD STILL DO THEIR BEST. BOTH CENTRAL AND PROVINCE
CADRE FCUND ARCHIVAL RFSEARCH TEAM (AP1} 2 IN DA NANG T0
BE A SOURCE OF AMUSEMENT BECAUSE IN THEIR QPINION THERE
1S VERY LITTLE INFORMATION TO RESEARCH IN DA NANG. THE
LOCAL CACRE SALD RECCKLS AND ARTIFACTS FRCM MRS WERE
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HELD PI THE CEMIRAL AUTHORITIES SINCE THE WAR ENEEL.
VNOSMP AND LOCAL CADRE WERE NCT SPECIFIC BUT MADE
GENLRAL COMMEMNTS CONCERNING A PLAN WHERE AT SOME POINT
IN TH¥ NEAR FUTURE THE LOCAL VETERAN'S ASSOCIALIONS WILL
BE HOLDING CONFERENCES CONCERNIKG VETERAN'S AFFAIRS,
INFORMATION DEYELCPED DURING THE CCURSE OF THE TRIP
INDICATES TEAT THE NEWLY FOHMED NATIONAL VETERAN'S
ASSOCIATIOK OF VIETNAM IS CHALKED BY TEE FORMER CEIEF OF
THE ENEMY PROSELYTING DEPARTMEN] IN HANOI, THAN VAN
QUANG AKA BAY (7) TIEN. LTC QUANG RECENTLY RETIREL AS
THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE. LIC QUANG MET
DURING 1992 ¥WITH BOTH GEM VESSEY AND AS SCLOMOK.
ACGORDING TO THE YNOSMP, THE MEW VETERAK'S ASSOCIATIOR
VILL WORK CLOSELY WITh 1HE WAR INVALIDS AhD SOCIAL
WELFARE DEPARTMENT OF THE MINISTRY OF THF INTERIOR. '1HE
MOI POINT OF CONTACT WITHIN THE ¥NOSMP WILL BE TRE NEW
DEPUTY DIRECTOR AND MCI REP MF. PHAM DUNG.

9. CONCERNING FUTURE ACTIVITIES, THE VNOSMP MEMEERS
INDICATFD THEIR UNDERSTANDING SEAT ThY UPCCMING
TECHNICAL MEETING {4 FEE 93) wOULD PROYIDE A ZORUM TO
EVALUATE THE RESULTS CF THE 215T JFA. THEY SAID THAT
REGARDIM THE DISCREPANCY CASES, THEIR VIEW WAS THAT &
HIGH LEVEL MEETING MUST FE HELD BETWEEN THE TwO SILES
IN ORLER TO RESOLVE THE STATUS OF CASES WHERE TEE FATE
OF THE INDIVIDUAL IS CLEAR AND TU ALSO AUDRESS THE 1SSUE
OF HOW TO PROCEED IN INYESTIGATING THOSE CASES WHERE TEE
FATE OF THE INDIVIDUAL WAS STILL UNDETERMINED.
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