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2UBJ: S5V ORAL BIS1CsY, INTERVIEW WITH FORMER ENEMY
rRCSFLYITING CALLE, FAVN SR COL rdAM VAN BAw

hik: LET 1, JTFFA BKK MSe, DTv 28839412 JAN B3

1. HEF WAS TUE SUMMAGY REPOKT OF ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED IN
VIEFTNAM BY J1F~FA LPRCIAL ASSISTANT, MR G.E. BELL, LUKING
THE rERICL 6 10 18 JANUARY 1593, PARA 1 SUPFARA A OF REF
keFEhhEL TO S5k COL PHAM VAR BAN. THE FOLLOWING IS THE
LETAILEL REPORT OF THE INTRRVIEW.

¢, FFOFLF’S AkMY OF VIETNAM (FAVN) SK COL PHAM VAN BAN AKA
PHAHM BAN AkA BA () BAN WAS INTERVIEwWED AT THE MIKISTRY OF
NATIOMWAL LEFENSE (MML) GUEST BOUSE IN HANGI CN 7 JAN 92,
3 THE IMNTRHVIEW WAS FONITOREL BY MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOHR
(FG1) REF AND DEFUTY YNULSMF HEAD, MAJ FKEAM DUNG, MND HEP,
L1C rHAM TEOQ, ANL MOI okP EA MINH THAN. SOURCE, A 67 YOA
) NATIVE OF NAM THANh LISTHICT, HAL HUNG {F¥URMERLY HAI
LUCNG) FROVINCE, JOINED YAk FAVN DURING THE EARLY 1552°S
Y0 FLIGHT AGAINST THE BRENCI. SOURCE WAS «EASSIGNED 70 THE
3 FNEMY PHOSELYTING UErARTMENT (EPL) DUKING 1963 WHEN HE
ATTENLEL AN EPD CONFRHENCE HELD IN BACH THCNG (FORMERLY
BAC aAN) ULSTHICT1, FAC %HAI PhuYINCE, WHERE THE EPD HAD
y ELEN LOCATED DURING THE AAR AGAINST THE FRENCH. SOURCE
© wECALLRL 'THAT THe CALhE IN CHARGE OF TEE CONFERENCE wAS SR
CCL  THAN VAN QUANG, THE CHIEF OF THE EPD, GENERAL
3 FOLITICAL LEFARTMENYT {uwPD), rA¥N. SOURCE ALDED THAT SR COL
VUANG LATYH BECAME 1BE MILITARY REGION 4 CDH DURING THE
WAR AGAINST THE US/RVN. (NOTE: PHEVIOUS HEPQORTING
—PAETCATES FHAY PAYN LIG TRAN ¥af QUANG WAS CD UF WRZ
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UKTIL THE WAR ENDELD. LTG GUANG USED THE COVER NAME ~ BAT

(7) TIEN " (TIERNS) DURING THE WAR, AFTER TBE @AR ENDED,

L16 UANG wAS ASSIGNED AS THE DYPUTY MINISTER OF NATIONAL
LEFENSE IN MANCI. L1G GUANG MET ¥WITH BOTH GEN VESSEY AND

AS SCLOFON IN HANOI LURING EAELY 1992, LTS QUANG RETIRID

IN NGYRMBER 19we, AND WAS ELCENTLY AFFOINTED AS THE HEAD

CF YIETNAM’S NESLY CHREATED NATIONAL  VETERAN'S
UKGANIZATION, HEADQUAHTERED IN HANOI).

3. AT THE TIME SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED TO THE EPL IN 1963, THE
FEL WAS SUBORDINATE TO THE GENERAL POLITICAL DEPARTMENT IN
HANOI. WHEN THE SOUTH VIETNAM LIBERATION ARMED FORCES
{SVNLAF) WERE ESTABLISHED IN THE SOUTH DURING 1961, THE
FAYN HIGH COMMANL DECIDEL TO SEND SELECTED CADRE FROM THE
¥PD IN 1HE NOHTH TC ACT AS ADVISO#S TO THE HQ OF THE
>CUTHLKN FOKCES. SOURCE DEPARTED HANU] SOMETIME DURING
LATE 1964 CR FARLY 1964, AND TRAVELLED ALONG THE HO CHI
FINH 1RAIL TO THE DUGNG MINB CHAU SECHET ZONE IN TAY NINH
FROVINCE WHERE THE HG, SYNLAF WAS LOCATED AT THAT TIME.
SCUHCKE VAGUELLY RECALLED THAT THEHE WERE APFROX TWO OR
THRER US POW’'S ERLING HELD WHEN HE ARKIVED IN THE LUONG
MING CHAU ZOME.

4., SUUBCY SAIL THAT WHEN HE ARHIVED IN TAY NINH, HE WAS
ASSIGNEL AS THE LEfULY OF THE POLICY SECTION (BAN CHINH
SACH) QF THE ENEMY PROSELYTING OFFICE (EPQ}, WHICH WAS
SUBORUINATE 10 THE POLITACAL DEPARTMENT (CUC CHINH TRI) OF
tHE HQ, SVNLAF AKA "MIEA  (MIEENF) (I.E. REGIOM). SQURCE
HECALLEL THAT Thk E¥O wAS CUMPRISED OF A POLICY SECTION,

A CUMEA1 ENEMY FHOSRLYTING SECTION {BAN DICH VAN CHIEN
LAU), A BRESEARCH/INTELLIGENCE SECTION (bLAN DICH TINH). AND
A PHUPAGANDA SECTIOK (BAN TUYEN THUYEN). THE EPO OF THE
FOLIYICAL LEPAHTMENT, H¢ SYALAF WAS RESPCNSIBLE FOR US
PCW’S IN ME“S 7,&, AND 9. SOUKCE VAGUELY RECALLED MR6
BAVING HAT A SEPARATE CAMP FOH U5 POW’S HELD IN TBAT AREA,
bUT SQURCE CLAIMED 10 B: UNABLE TO RECALL ANY LETAILS
CONCARRNING THE CAMP. SOUKCE ALSO CLAIMED TO HAYVE KO RECALL
Uk MRLO. SOURCE SALL THAT WITH THE EXCEFTION QF MR'S
?,8,ANC 9, U5 POW’S BELL IN ALL OTHER MR’S WEKE THE
HESPONSIBILITY Cr THE EPD, GPD, PAVH HIGHE COMMAND.

5. THY SOUTHERN EFO wAS RESPONSIBLE FOR FOLICY MATTERS AND
INSUHING THAT US POW’S WEnE WELL FED AND TREATED PROPERLY.
TH} ¥PO COGRDINATED #ITH DR NHAN (NHAAN) THE DIRECYOR OF
THE CRLNTKAL OFFICE FUH SOUTH VIETNAM (COSVN) AKA "R FOR
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MEDICAL SUPPORT. MEDICAL PEHSONNEL WERE SENT FROM THE
HGSFITAL 10 THEAT US POW'S AS REQUIREL, AND SQURCE COULD
WOT RECALL ANY US POW EVEK HAVING BEEN EVACUATED FROM
CAMPS TO HOSFITALS F¥OR TREATMENT. WHEN SOURCE FIRST
AKRIVED IN TAY NINE LURING EARLY 1964 THE CAMP HELD EITHER
10W Ok THHEE (NGQ1E: SOURCE IS FAIKLY CERTAIN THERE WERE
THREE MALE CAUCASIANS HELL AT THAT TIME, BUT GLAIMED T0 BE
CCNFUSEL DUL 10 POCE HEALTE AND THE TIME LAPSL) Us FOW’ )
KELD IN A RUSTIC JUNGLE CAMP CALLKD ONLY "AMERICAN CAME’
(IRA1 MY}. A FEW MONUHS AFIER SOURCE ARRIVED IN THE AREA,
THE CAMP WAS MOYED NORTH OF THE LUONG MINH CHAU SECRET
£GNE. AFFROX ONE YEAH AFTER THE CAMP WAS MOVED, MORE US
POW'S BEGAN ARRIVING PERIODICALLY IN SMALL GROUPS OF FROM
GNE T0 1HdhE MEN. 1BE NUMBER OF PRISQNERS CONTINUED TO
HISE UNTIL EARLY 1973 WHEN THE CAMP HELD APPROX 28 TO 29
U$ FEESCNWNEL. SOUKCE COULL ONLY RECALL THAT ONE OF THE
FRISONERS WAS CALLED "HAMSEY" (1.E. REFNO 2234). DURING
YHF FRHIOD 1964 TO 1573 THE CAMP WAS FREQUENILY MOVED TO
SEVEHAL DIFFERENT LOCATIONb. SQURCE CLAIMEL THAT HE COULL
NOT RECALL THE CAMF EVER HAVING BEEIN MOVED INSIDE
GAMEGDIA, ANL THAT T0 THE BRST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE THE CAMP
wAS hOTATED BEIWEEN LOCATIONS IN TAY NINH, PHUGC LONG AND
FINE LONG FROVINCES. SOUBCE CLAIMED 10 BE UNABLE TO RECALL
ANY SPECI¥IC CAMP LOCATIONS. SOURCE ALSQG DID NOT HAVE ANY
pECALL CONCERNLING ANY US POW’S" WiHO DIEL WHILE I¥
GAPTIVITY.

6. THE COMBAT ENXMY PRUSELYTING SECTION EAL THE MISSION OF
AFFROACHING US UNITS ON TEE BATYLEFLELD AND MAKING LOUD
SEEAKER ANNOUNCRMENTS ASAING THE US TROUPS TO SURRENDER.
THE SECTIGN ALSO DROPPED PROPAGANVA LEAFLETS IN THE
FNGLISH LANGUAGE INDICATING THAT Us FERSONNEL WHO CRCSSEL
OVEh WOULD BE WRLL TREATED SUBSEQUENT TU THEIR SURRENDER.
YHE FAGEAGANDA SECTION PREFARED THE LEAFLEYS FOh THE
COMBAT ENEMY PROSELYTING SLCTION. THL
RESEARCH/INTELLICENCE  SECTION WAS RESPONSIBLE TOk
CUNDUCTING INTERBCGATIONo OF US FERSONNEL TO OBTAIN
iNFORMATION OF BOTE JINTELLIGEWGE AND PROFAGANLA VYALUE. TEE
FBOPAGANDA SECTION UFTEN ASSISTED IN TEE EXPLOITATION OF
uUs PGR'S.,

7. SQURCE SALD ThE MILITARY PRCSELYTING SLCTION (MPS) (BAN
SINH VAN) WAS SEFARAYE FHOM THE EFC AND HAD NO
HESPONSIBILITY FOR Us POW’S. THE MPS WAS UNDER TBE DIKECT
CONTRCL OF YHE CCMMUNIST EARLY AND MANAGED BY COSVN. THE
MFS wAS ORIENTED TOWAkD 'THE MILITARY FORCES OF THE
WEPUBLIC 0#  VIETNAM (RVN) AND THEIR [DEPENDENTS. THE
CIVILIAN PROSELYTING SECTION (CFS) WAS ALSO UNDER THE
uIHEGT CONTROL OF THE COMMUNIST FARTY ANL MANAGED BY
COS¥N. TBE CFS WAS CRIINTED TCWARD GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
AND CIVIL SERVANTS CF THE HVN, AND THEIR DEPLNDENTS.

#. SOUKCE WAS ABLE TO RECALL THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL OF

TBE FPO CF THE HG SVNLAF: BUE (RUEEJ), A NATIVE OF AR

GIANG AND CAMF CCMMANLER OF THE ~AMBRICAN CAMP". HUE #AS
b14 LURING A BP-5Z STRIKE SUMETIME LURING THE EARLY 178°S.
NGUYEN HUNG THRI (TRIS)., A NATIVE OF HANOI AND CAMP
INTEHPRETER. TRI WAS THE BEST ENGLISH LANGUAGE SPEAKER AND
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ALSO SHOWED CONSILEKABLE SKILL WITH WRITTEN ENGLISH BY
PREPARING PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS FOH THE PROPAGANDA SECTION
Ci THL ¥FO, TRI LEFARTED BANUL FOR 13E SOUTH "A FEW YEARS
AFTER SQUKCE . (NUTh: ALTHOUGH CLAIMED TO HAVE KO
EMOWLY¥DGE OF EFb CADRE BGUYEN HUU 4K1, MENTIONED DURING
CASE INVESTIGATIONS IN DAC LAC, HE IS OF THE OPINION THAT
BUU 1kI AND HUNG Tkl ARE TWO SEPAKATE INDIVIDUALS). SQURCE
BELIEYES THAT NGUYEs HUNG THI 15 CUHRENTLY RESIDING LN
HANOI. {NUTE: DURING NOVEMBER 1691, SA AND DIA
HISTURIAN/RESBAKCEEH SYDO¥

VISITED A KEWLY COMNSTRUCTED OFFICE BUILDING LCCATED NEXT
LUOOK TU THE ADDKESS> (212 EA TRIEU STREEY} PROVIDED BY
KEFUwEES LURING 1875 &S BEING THE CURRENT RESIDENCE GF
Thl. THE HOUSE WAS A KESEDBNTIAL DWELLING TYPICAL OF
FKYINCH BERA UBPLIR CIASS UKBAN VIETNAMESE AND APPEARED TO HE
OCCUrIEL BY AN RLLEKLY VIEWNAMESE COUPLE. ALTHOUGH THE
¥YNOSMP INDICATRL DUKING LATE 1591 THAT THEY INTENDED TO
UFEN A NIW OFFICE IN 'THL SAME AdEA AS YHE HRSIDBNCE QF
YRI, THIS HAS KOT YRy MATERIALIZEL). NAM (%) Luc (Lukgd),
{NOTE: SOURCE CLAIMEL TC bk UNABLE TO RECALL THE SURNAME
0Ok NAF LUC BUT PKREVIGUS KEPOKTING INDICATES "TKAN VAN
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LUC™) A PAVN MAJ AND NATIVE OF BIEN HOA. NAM LUC WAS THE
CHIEF OF THE POLICY SECTIUN AND SOURCE WAS HIS DEPUTY.
SCURCE REFLACFD NAM LUC AS THEE SECTION CHIEF AETER NAM LUC
AND SOME MEMBERS OF BIS FAMILY WERE KILLED DURING A B-52
STRIKE. ALTHCUGH NAM LUC WAS & NATIVE OF BIEN HOA, HE WAS
4 REGROUPEE WHO WENT NORTH PRICK TO 1954 AND HE WAS
OFFICIALLY ASSIGNEP TO THE FPD, GPD, PAVYN PRIOR TO
RETURNING TO SOUTH SOMFTIME DURING THE EARLY 1560°5. HOA
{HOAF) (LNU), A NATIVE OF BEN TRE AND CAMP INTEHPRETER KAS
ALSO A RFGROUPEE WHO WENT NORTH PRIOR TO 1954. HOA'S
BROTHEH, NGUYFN XUAN OANH, WAS RESIDING IK THE NORTH BUT
RETURNED T0 THE SQUTH PRICR TO 1954 TO WORK FOR THE
GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GVN). SOURCE HEARD THAT HOA DIFD
LUF 10 ILLNESS IN HANOGI SOMETIME AFTER THE WAR ENDED. HOA
WAS ABLE TO SPEAK ENGLISH AND FRENCHWEILL BECAUSE EE WAS
FIUCATEL UNLER THE FRiLNCH SYSTEM. SR COL HUY, & NATIVE CP
BEN THE, ¥AS IN CHARGE OF THE EDUCATICNAL MANAGEMENT (QUAN
GIAQ) GF U5 POM'S, HE WAS & REGROUFZE WHO WENT NORTH IN
1954 ANL WAS ASSIGNID TO THE EPD, GPD, PAVN IN HAXOI. HUY
BECEIVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING IN THE NORTE REFQRE
BEING REASSIGNED TO THE SOUTH SOMETIME DURING THF EARLY
196075, BUY 1S CURKENTLY THE HEAD OF THE INDOCTRINATICN

' SECTION (BAN TUYEN HUAN) GF THE BEN TRE PROVINCE PAKTY
CCMMITTYE. {NOTE: HUY AKA TAM {(B) HUY ¥WAS INTERVIEWEL AT
1LEAS1T TWICE FLUHING PREVIOUS JOINT FIELD ACTIVITIES
CONCFRNING HIS ASSQCIATION ITH REFNC 9959 AND OTHER
SUBJECTS). Sk COL TRUNG, A NATIVE OF MY THO, #AS THE
LEFU1Y CHIEF OF THE RESEAHCH/INTELLIGENCE SECTION OF THE
SOUTHERN EPO. HE NOW RESIDES ON DON DAT STREET (POSS #19),
NEAR ThE FRENCH LIBKARY {THU VIEN PHAP} AND THE REX HOTEL
IN HC CHI MINH CITY. SR COL LE CA, A NATIVE OF BEN TRE,
wAS THE CHIEF OF THY kESEAECH/INTELLIGENCE SECTION OF THE
¥PO. HE IS CURRENTLY ASSIGNED AS THE CHIEF OF TRE CULTURAL
GEFICE (SO VAN HOA) IN BEN TRE PROVINCE. 2LT TUCI (TUcol),
A NATIVE OF DUC HBUE, LONG AN PROVINCE, WAS A CADRE [N THE
F}0. SCURCE SAID TUOI "HAS GONE SOMEWHERE AND IS ¥0 LOMGER
WOHKING™. (NOTE: PR¥VIOUS REPORTING INDICATES THAT PAVN
MAJ TUOI PARTICIPATYP IN THE KELEASE OF US POW’S AT LOC
MINB DURING "~ OFERATION BOMECOMING™ IN 1573, AFLER THE WAR
bk WAS REASSIGNRL TC THE HO CHI MINH CITY PUBLIC SECURITY

" CFFICE UNTIL HE ENTERED REFUGEE CHANNELS BY BOAT 1IN
MALAYSIA DURING 15$79. MAJ TUOI WAS DEBRIEFED BY JCRC
PikSONNEL PAIOR TO EEING RESETTLED IN BELGIUM, SPONSERED
BY HIS SISTER ANL BROTHER-IN-LA¥, A US ARMY MAJ ASSIGNED
%C SHAPE HQ. MAJ TUGI ¥AS SUBSEQUENTLY DEBRIEFED BY DIA

~ PERSCNNEL, AND PHO1OGHAPHS TAKEN BY DIA IN COMPARISON WITH

! FHOTGGRAPHS TAKENK AT LOC NINH DURING CPERATION HOMECOMING
AKF OF THE SAME INDIVILUAL). SR COL HOA, A NATIVE OF THAI
FINY PROVINCE, WAS AT ONE TIME THE CHIE¥ OF THE POLISY
SECTICN, EFO. SR COL HOA WAS INITIALLY ASSIGNED TC THE EFD
IN HANOI. HE 1S BELIEVED 10 BE RFTIRED NOW AND RESILING IN
IHAl BPINB. COL NGO DUC TAI (TAIF), A NATIVE OF HANOI, 4AS
THE CHIEF OF THE EPO UNTIL 1972 WHEN HE WAS TRANSFERKED TO
1HE E¥D IN HANOI. AT THAT TIME SOURCE, WHO WAS TAI’S
DEPUTY, KEPACED TAI AS THE CHIEF OF THE EPO IN THE SCUTH.
COL TAL HAL INITIALLY BLEN ASSIGNED TO THE MPS OF COSVN

" WHFN HF ARRIVED FROFM THE WCHTH IN THE EARLY 1988”5, BUT HE

wA5 HEASSIGNET TO THE ¥FOU AFTER THE NURBER OF US PUW,5°

s
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BFGAN TO INCREASE. COL TAI NOW RESIDES NEAR THE HOME OF
VIETNANMESE OFFICE ECGH SEEXING MISSING PEESONNEL (VNUSHP)
FCRENSICS CHIEF., &K COL/PROFESSOR VYU SGoC THU. IN &
MILITARKY HOUSING COMPOUNT ON ICH KHIEM SIHEET IN HANOI.

MAJ BUI THIEN NGOK (NGOOK)}, A NATIVE OF CAN THO, WAS THE
ChlFe OF THE EFC DURING THE EARLY 1960°S. HE WAS A
REGRCUPEE WHO WENT NORTH IN 1954 AND RETURNED SOUTR BY

SHIP SHORTLY AF1XR TEF NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT {(NLF) WAS
}STABLISHED, MAJ KGON RETURNED TO THE NCETH SOMETIME
LUKING 1966 OR 1¥67 AND DIDL NQT REENTER THE SOUTH UNTIL .
AFTER 'THE WAR ENLED IN 1975. MAJ K3ON iS5 CURRENTLY
ASSIGNEL AS CHIEF G# THE MILITARY INSPECTORATE {VIEM KIEM
SAT VUAN SU) FOR MILITARY REGION 9. (NOTE: MAJ PEAM DUNG,
MCI REP WHO ¥AS MONITORING THE INTERVIEW, INDICATED THAT
LURING THY 156¢°S A FCUTE FOR INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL WAS
FSTARPLISHED BY AIR FouMm HANCI TO PHNQM PENH, AND FROM

FHNOM FENH TO CAN THO BY BOAT. ACCORDING TO MAJ DUNG, SOME
FFL CADRF USEL THAT HQUTE).

G, SCURCF WAS ASKEL ¥OR HIS CPINION COKCFANING STILL
AVAILABLY FOR INTERVIEW WECWOULD MOST LIXELY BE ABLE TO

UNCLASSIFIED CJTF-FADETONEBA 003622/23
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PROVIDE INFOKMATION CONCERNING US PEHRSONNEL NOT YET
ACCOUNTID FOR. SCURCE FRUYILDED THE FOLLOWING NAMES OF
POTENTIAL INTERVIEN CANDIDATES: MG VO VAN THOI {THOWI}, A
FORMER EPD CHIEY I HANOI DUEING 1962 AND 1964. MG THCI
WAS REASSIGNED TO Mi5 SOMRTIML DURING LATE 1564 OR EARLY
1965, BUT HE STILL RETAINED HIS POSITION AS CHIEF QF THE
iPL IN BANOI. BE CONTINUED TO HOLD THIS FOSITION EVEN
AFTER THE wAR ENLEL IN 1975, AND MG THOI REMAINED IN TRE
SOUTH TO EVENTUALLY RETIRE IN HO CHI RINH CITY (HCMC)
SCMETIMY DURING THE LATE 157&”S. AFTER MG THOI DEFARIED
HANOL FUR MR5, HE HAb KEPLACEL IN THE BPD BY ACTING CEIEF
SR COL VAN DUY, SOUKCE RECALLED THAT SR COL DUY WAS
TRANSFERREL FROM THE PAVN Al# FORCE TC THE EPD. HE IS KOW
KETIRED AND IS BELIEVED TO BE ERESIDING IN THE HANOI AREA.
Sk CO THUONG (THWOHWGF), A NATIVE OF CHI LONG, NAM dA, HAS
4 DEPUTY OF THE EPT IN HANOI ANDL ALSO WORKED IN THE EPO IN
THF SOUTH. HE RETIRED SOMETIME AROUND 1578 AND IS BELIEVED
TO BE RESILING IN HANOI O CBI LONG. LTC QUAN AKA DONG
(CDOONG), A NATIVE OF HAI HUNG, WAS FPO4AMERLY ASSISNED AS

A SENICR CADKRE IN THE EIPD, BUT SCURCE COULD NCT RECALL KIS
SPECIFIC POSITION, HE IS BELIRVED TO Bk CURRENTLY RESIDING
IN GIFT LOC, HAI HUNG. Si& COL RICH (BICHS), A FURMEER DEPUTY
OF THE EPD IN HANQOI, IS NG RETIRED AND RESILES IN THE NAM
LONG MILITARY COMPOUND IN HANOI. SR COL DIEU {ZIEEUF), A
YCRMER LEPUTY OF THY EPL ALSO WORKED IN THE SOUTHERN EPO.
HY IS ALSO NOW HESIDING IN THE NAM LONG COMPOUND. SGURCE
SAIL HE WOULD NOHMALLY RECGMMEND SR CGL LE DIEN (ZILENJ),
sUT SR COL DIEN LIFLAROUT UNE YEAR AGO DUE I0 ILLNESS.
SOURCE RECALLED THAT LE DIEN WAS A FORMER EPD CHIEF WHO
HAS TRANSFERRED TO WORKFOK MES DURING THE WAHK, WHEN AS{Lib
CONCEKNING FORMEK ErDL CdIEF NGUYEN VAN RAM, SOURCE SAID HE
AEARL TAM HAS VERY ILL. (NGTE: ASSIGNED COUKTERPART LTC
FHAM TEC ADVISED THAT RAM'S ACTUAL SURKAME HAS PHAM AND
THAT HE HAS CURKENTLY 76 YEAaS OLD. LTC TEQ SAID HE
ATTEMPTEL TO AKRANGE AN INTERVIEW WITH Rat BUT HAS NOT
ABLE TO LO 50 BECAUSE HE EAS ON HIS DEATHBED. w0l REF MR
TEAN SUGGESTED THAT SA AT1EMPT TO LOCATE Sk COL PEAN TUONG
(TUWCNGS) WHC wROTE A 30Ca ABCUT A FOW CAMP TITLEL ST
18", SOURCE SAID Hi COULD NOT RECALL SR COL TUONG.

1¢. CONCERNING KECOWDS, SOUACEL SAID COPIRLS OF ALL RRCDRDS
PLHTAINING TO US FOw’S WERE FORJARDED TO THE FOLITICAL
D}PARTMENT OF THE Hy, SYNLAF, BE SAID TdE OKRIGINAL RECOGHDS
WERE AT ONE TIME MAINTAINEL BY THE EPQ IN PEUGC LOKG
PROYINCE, WEAR THE BU OF THE SYNLAF. HE BELIEVES THESE
HECOBDS WERE EITHER BURNED, TURNED OVER TO THE CUSTCDY Of
MR 7 AETER TRE WAK, Od MCVED 10 THE EFD IN HANCI. HE ADLED
THAT THE DISPOSITIUN OF THiSE RECOADS MIGHT WELL INCLUDE

A COMBINATION OF ALL THE ABCYE SCENARIOS. SOURCE SAIS HE
BAL A NAME LIST OF US POW’S AT ONE POINT AND THIS LIST
INCLUDEL THE POW’S WO WEWE KELEASEDAT LGC NINE DURING
1573. SOURCE SAID HF¥ BUANED wHIS LIST FRICR 10 RETURNING
TO HANOI AND HE WAS NOT AKLE TO RECALL ANY NAMES CONTAINED
IN THE 1IST. SOUKCE WAS ALSO KOT ABLE TO KECALLANY KAMES
GF US FERSONNEL WHO DIED IN CAFIVITY. THE LAST TIME SOURCE
QBSEHVED ANY US PERSONNEL WAS DURING OFERATION HOMLCOVMING
AT ‘LOC NINH IN 157¢, SOURCE CLAIMED TO HAVE MO KNOWLEDGE
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GF ANY UG- PERSONNEL WHO WERL MOVED TO A& 1HIRD COUNTRY.
SCURCE HAD NO ENOWLEDGE OF ANY JOINT EXPLOLTATION
FROJECTS., SOURCEL HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY US PELKSONNEL
REMAINING IN INDOCHINA AFLLH THE WAR.

11. SOUKCE SAIS HE HAD ONLY HEARD ABOUT GROUP 776 AND
THEHEFORE, WAS NCT ABLE TC rROVIDE ANY DEFTAILS CONCERNING
THE OKGANIZATION. SOUKCE LRCALLED THAT GHOUF 375 WAS
FORMEL IN THE NUKTH SOMETIME AF1ER HE LEPAKTED FOR THFR
SOUTHERN FFO, BU1 B¥ ALSO LID NUT RAVE ANY INFORMATION
CONCRENING THIS ORGAMIZATION. SOURCE LIL RECALL THA1 GnOUP
776 WAS GIVEN IT’S LYSIGNATIUN BASKD ON f1HEL LATE O
ESTALLISHMENT {I.E. JULY 1976), BUT GROUP 875 RECEIVED
11’5 TESIGNATION BASED ON THE NUMBEH OF THE UIRECTIVE OF
THE MND THAT ORLEREL THE CREATION OF THF UNIT (I.E. MND
DIRECTIVE # 875). SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO RECALL ANY
INFORMATION CONCERNING "CrFICE 22", POS:IBLY DUE 10 THE
FRESENCY OF FORMER CFFICE 2% MEMBER, LTC PHAY TEC DURING
THE INTERVIEW.,

l1z. SGURCE CLAINED 10 HAVE FARTICIPATED IN TWO PO¥ SWAFS
LURING THE WAK. hE SAIT THY FIRST SWAP OCCURKED WHEN THREE

UNCLALSIFIED CJTF-FADETONEBA ¢€23602/824
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8 FOW’S WERE RELEASEL BY THE EPQO TO US OFFICIALS

N WESTERN TAY NINH PROVIKCE. SOUKCE SAID Hk COULD NOT
FCAIL MUCH DETAIL CONGERNING THE SWAP DUE T0 THE TIME
APSE. HY VACUELY RECALED THAT TWO CAUCASIAN AND ONE BLACK
C¥W WERE RLLEASEL SOMETIME DURING 1969 OR 1972. SOURCE

ALD THE ACTUAL RELEASE WAS COORDINATEL RY THE EPO CRIEF

T TEF TIME, SR COL NAM LUC (SEE PARA 8 ABOVE). SOURCE

AIL HE REMAINEL IN THE BACKGROUND LURING THF RELEASE AND
NLY TOCK "HISTORICAL PYOTOGRAPHS™ FROM A DTSTANCE. SOJRCE
FCALLFL THAT AT THY 1IME THE THREE AMERICANS WERE
ELEASED, THERE WERE ABOUT SIX OR SEVEN OTHER LS POW’S
TILL BEING MELD IN TAY NINH. SOURCE RECALLED THAT ABOUT
NE YEAR AFTER THE THAXE US POW’S ¥ERL KELEASED THE US

IDE CCCRDINATED %I''H THE MILITARY PROSELITING OFFICE OF
CSYN TO AKRANGE ANOTHER SWAFP, WHICH BOTHE SILES AGREED TO
FFP SECRET. SOUxCE SAID THI SECOND SWAP ALSO OCCURRED IN
FSTERN TAY NINH PROVINCE. SOURCE VAGUELY RECALLED THE

R¥A ¥AS THIEN NGON. SOUHCE SAID HE HAS NEVER HEARD ANY
EWS KLFORTS CONCIRKING THF SECOND EXCHANGE WHEN ONE
AUCASIAN AMEHICAN ¥AS RELEASED. SOURCE SAID THE SECOND
ELEASY WAS AKRAKGED BY THE MILITARY PROSELYTING OFFICE OF
CSYN AND AFTER THE ONF US POW WAS RELEASED THERE WERE
FOUT NINE OK 18 OTHER US FO¥'S REMAINING IN THE CAMP.

2, SOMETIME TURING TEE EARLY 157¢’s, (POSSIBLY 1971 OR
$72), THE EPO WAS SUBJECTED TO A B-52 STRIKE. AT THAT

[ME THE EPO WAS LOCATED N¥AR THE HQ OF THE SVYNLAF WITH A
AMr HOLTING US POW'S LOCATED LOCATED ABOUT NINE OR 18
ILGMETENS FROM THE KPO. SHORTLY AFTEQ THE BOMBING HALTED,
CURCE SAW A SMAIL HELICOPTEW AKRIVE ON 1HE SCENE AND

CVER OVENR THE AREA YHEWE THE BOMBS IMPACTLD. MEMBERS OF
HY FPC SHOT THE AIRCHAFT DOWN WITH SMALL ARMS FIRL.

CURCE VAGUFLY RECALLED THAT THE BCDIES OF TWO AMERICANS
KD T¥O VIETNAMESE wERE FOUNL IN THE WRECKAGE. THE BODIES
}RE BURIEL N¥XT TO A BOME CRATEH NEAR THF WHRCKAGE.

CUNCE LID NOT RFCALL ANY PRRSONAL EFFRCTS (R
CENTIEICATION MEELA BRING HECOVERED AND WAS NOT ABLE TO
ROVIDE A PHYSICAL LESCRIPTIUN OF THE BODIES. SQURCE COULD
CT KECALL IF THE BODIRS WEKE RURIED SEPARATELY CR IN ONE
CMMOK CHAVE. SOUUACE COULE NOT WECALL IF THE GHAVE WAS
ARKFL. SUCUHCE LID nECALL THAT THE CADHE WdQ ACTUALLY SHOT
C¥N THE AIRCRAEIT WAS A KATIVE OF NORTHERN VIETNAM AND HE
ETUKNEL TQ THE NAK HA ARKA AFTER THE WAn WHERE HE MARRIED
WOMAN FRCM EFHU LY. SOURCE BELIEVES THEY MAN STILL RESILES
N NAM WA BUT SOUHCL COULD NOT RECALL THE MAN'S NAME OR A
FCIKFIC ADUELSS. SOURKCE WAS NOT ABLE TO PROVIDE FURTHER
NFORMATION CCNCERNING THEINCIDENT INVOLVING A HELICOPTFR
UT INCICATLEL BE WOULD ATYEMPT TO LOCATE HIS PLRSONAL

TARY FCR ADDITIONAL DYTAILS.

4. SOURCE ALSO HEARD FROM A CADRE ASSIGKED TO AN EPD
N KAM HA LURING THE WAK THAT HE PERSONALLY SHOT DOWN A US
ELICOPYYR IN NAM HA DURING THE WAR. SOURCE HEARD SCME US
EXSONNEL KEMAINED INSIDE THE HELICOPTERK AT THE TIME OF

HF CRASH, BUT SCURCE WAS NOT ARLE TO HECALL AKY FURTHER
FETATLS . AGAIN, SOUKCE PLEDGED 16 ATPEKPT 10 LOCATE HIS
FERSONAT ~DINFY" ~FUR ~FURTHER -DETATLS —CONCERNING— THi-
TLICGPTFR IRCIDENT. (NOTE: ALTHOUGH SOURCE’S INFORMATION
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I5 LACKING IN DETAIL, HE MAY BE REFERRING TO REFNO 2768,
WEICE INYOLVES A SH»A HELO. FORMER RE-IDUCATION INMATES
BELD IN NAM HA PhISON AKA BA SAO HAVE PREVIOUSLY REPORTED
YAVING SCAVENGED HELICOFTER WRECKAGE IN THE CHI NE AREA
ANT TEAT THEY ALSO OBSYHYEL GRAVES SAID T0 CONTAIN US
REMAINS. OF THREE CREW MEMBEHS IN THE @768 INGIDENT, THI
REiMAINS OF TEMEE INDIVIDUALS @AVEI BEEN RETURNED AND
IIFKTIFIEL., ONLY THEI REMAIKS OF REFNO £763-1-@1 (PETERSON,

LENNIS W.) WEKE NOT RETURKNED).
. CONCFREING FOREIGN AD¥ISORS TO THE EPLOR EPC, SOURCE

SAID KE WAS NOT AWARE OF AKY OFFICIAL ADVISOkS, BUT HE DID
HECALL THAT SOME FORMER FRENOH MILITARY POW’S DECIDED TO
YCLLOW THEF REVOLUTION AND WORK WITR THE EPD IN TRE NORTH.
SOURCE SAID OKE RBLACK FRENCH HALLIER {HANG BINE) CALLED
"cuc” (CUCS) #AS AN ADVISOR 10 THE EPD DURING THE TIME SR
¢OL TRAN VAN QUAKG %AS THE HEAL OF THE EPD. CUC WAS 50
BEIGHLY RFGARDED THAT HE WAS GIVEN THE TITLE HONORARY
CHK1EF" OF 1THE EPD. SOURCE VAGUELLY RECALLED THREE
CAUCAIANS WHO WOAKED FOR THE EPL AGAINST THE FaENCH. THEY

WERE CALLEL "VAI" (GERMAN), “coc”
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(COCS) (GERMAN), AND "LUI" (BUNGARIAN). (NOQTE: THE
FORMER FHENCH SOLDIER CALLED "LUI" MAY BE "BUI VAN LUI",

- A FRENCK RALLIER WHO RPORTEDLY PARTICIFATED IN THE ~VIET

BUNG ASSINATION SQUAD MISSIONS AGAINST FRENCH COLONIAL
FORCES. A FEMALE FORMER EMPLOYEE OF THE BOSS HOTFL WHERE

"THE US QFFICE FOR POW/MIA AFFAIRS WAS IKNITIALLY LOCATED,

INDICATED HER FATHER-IN-LAW WAS A FORMER FRENCH POW NAMED
10UIS™ { SURNAME TOUBANCUY OR SOMETHING SIMILAR) STILL
RESILING IN BANOI AS OF 1991, ACCCORDING TO THE EMPLOYEE,

" TE¥ FRENCH FMBASSY IN HANOI HAD ACCEPTED NUMEROUS FORMER

FRENCH MILITARY PERSONNEL FOR RESETTLEMENT BACK TO FRANE,
BUT "LOUIS  WAS REJECTED. SA LAST COBSERVED THE FEMALE
TMPLOYEE IN THE MND GUEST HOUSE SERVICE AREA SHORTLY AFTER
THE INTERVIEW WITH SOURCE ABOVE WAS COMPLETED). CALLED
SOURCE SAID HF BELIEVED ALL THREE CAUCASIAKS RETURNED TO
TBFIR NATIVE HOMES SOMETIME DURING THE WAR ¥ITH THE

‘AFERICANS. SOURCE RECALLED THAT DURING THE EPD CONFERENCE

HE ATTENLED DURING 1363 IN BAC KAN, BAC THAL, HE MET &
CAUCASIAN FRENCHMAK WHO ¥WAS MARRIED TO A VIETNAMESE WOMAL
ASSIGNED TO THE CULTURAL TROUPE OF THE EPD. HME RECALLED
THE LADY WAS A SINGER PUT WAS NCT ABLE TG RECALL KER NAME,
OR THE NAME OF HER FRENCH SPOUSE. SOURCE DID NOT XNOW WHAT
RECAME OF THIS COUPLE AFPTER 1Y63. (NOTE: SOURCE SAID HE
WAS ACQUAINTEL WITH A MR TUAN (TUAANS) WHO WAS A MEMBER OF
THE PROVINCE COMMITYEE IN BRAC THAI, BUT SOURCE SAID HE WAS
HOT AWARE THAT 'TUAN WAS ASSOCIATEDL WITH THE PROVINCE TASK
TEAV FOR POW/MIA).

1€. SOURCE SAID HE HAS NEVER BEEN ARRCAD FOR TRAINING

" PURPOSES, BUT HE EAS VISITED THE FORMER USSR,

CZECHOSLOVAKIA, AND PCLAND. JUST PRICR TO DEPARTING THE
INTERVIEW SITE, SOURCE INDICATED HE HAD ALREADY HEARD
AEQUT SA FROM SOURCEI’S SON "HOAN , WHQ WAS THE EXTERNAL
AEFAIRS REP ON THE HAI HUNG PROVINCE TASK TEAM DURING THE
INVESTIGATION OF CASE 9459 DURING MARCH 189,

17. COMMENT:

A. SOURCE WAS YVERY FELBLE AND AFFEARED TO HAVE POOR
RECALL. SOURCE WAS ALSO APFREHENSIVE AND NEWVOUS WHEN
DISCUSSING US FOW'S AND CAMP LOCATIONS. ALTHOUGH SOURCE’S
LACK OF TETAILED KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING UNIT DESIGNATIONS,
POLICY MATTERS, ANL REPORTING PROCEDURES MAY PARTIALLY
ATTRIBUTED TC THF TIME LAFSE AND RESULTANT MEMORY LOSS, SA
BILIEVES SOURCE WAS INSTRUCTED TO AVOID SIGNIFICANT DETAIL
IN THESE KEY AREAS.

B. COUNTERPART, LTC PHAM TEO, WAS HELPFUL IN ARRANGING
THE INTERVIEW BUT INTERCEDED WHEN THEE SUBJECT TURNED TO
IRENCHE RALLIERS WORKING FOR THE EPD. LTC TEO ALSO
EXPRESSEL TRE OPINION THAT THE SUBJECT OF PRISONERK SWAPS
DID NOT NEED TO BE COVERED IN DETAIL SINCE THESE SWAPS
WERE INITIATEL BY THY US SIDE, AND THE US SIDE SHOULD
THEREFOEE, HAVE ADEQUATE INFCRMATIGN ON HAND REGARDING
THIS SUBJECT.

C., PHIOR TC TEHMINATION OF THE INTERVIEW SA REQUESTED
SOURCE ATTEMPT TQ RXCALL ANY FURTHREK DETAILS PQSSIBLE AND
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T0 ALS0 ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AKY PEKSONAL DIARIES WITH
INFCHMATION RIGARDING THE LOCATIONS OF GRAVE SITES. SA
RECOMMENDS THAT AFTER A REASONABLE TIME LAPSE, THE YNOSMP
83 ASKED TO RFCONTACT SOURCE AND REMIND HIM OF THIS
REQUEST. THE PLANNED 4 FEB 93 TECHNICAL HEETING IN HANOI
MIGHT PROYIDE THE PROPER FORUM FOR SUCH A REQUEST.

D. SOURCE SAIL HE WAS [INVOLVED IN A MOTORCYCLE
ACCIDENT DURING 1977 AND HE SUSTAINED A ERAIN INJURY AS A
RESULT., SOURCY ADDED THAT AT 1HE TIMB OF THE INTFRVIEW HIS
WIFF ¥AS HOSPITALILED WITH TWO RROKEN LEGS SUFFERED IN AN
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT. (NOTE: THIS INFORMATION IS UN-RELATED
BUT MAY ASSIST A SUBSEQUENT INTERVIEWER IN ESTABLISHING
GOOD RAFPCRT WITH THIS POTENTIALLY VALUABLE SOURCE).
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