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ZNR UUUUU CLASS:
H zEB52€2 JAN 63 CHRGE:
FM CJTF~-FA LET ONE BAKGKOK TH APPRYV
TO EUNQEQY s CDR J1F-FA HOMOLULOU H1I LRFID:

INFO RURLICS / JOINT STAFF WASEDC//0CICS-PW=-MIA/JS// AR:
PURFJCS s SICLEY WASRDC//OASL-15A/Pw-H1A// L15TH:
FUHQRGE , USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3// ORGIN:
hUEXJCS / USCINCPAC LG WASHDC//
KURKJCS / LIA WASHLC//POW-MIA//
RUEATIA / CIA WASHDC//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/1CCG//
FUhVAAL / CDRUSACIIHI RICKAM AYE H1//
FURALWAW / KSC WASHDC
+ «2UELC / SECSTATE WASHLC//CA/OCS/CCS/EAR//
b
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UMCTLASSIFIED @41 JAN &3
LTA PASE TC DCT PGW-MIA CENTRAL LDOCUMENTATION OFFICE

SURJS

REF: DET L, JTFFA MSG 2003412 JAN 63

#£Y ORAL HISTORY, INTERVIEW WITH PAVN
HEA AGUYEN VAN LY |

t. "FF ¥AS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES COKLUCTED 1IN
YIETNAM BY JTFFA SPECIAL ASSISTANT, MH G.E. BELL, DURING
THE FRPICD € TC 1& JAM &3, PAKA LC C¥ REF FEFERS 1C L1IC
Puth VAE KLUONG, THE FORMER CRIFF CF THE MILITAKY-ENEMY
FEGSELYTING CFFICE (MFPO) OF MILITAHY KEGION (MR} TRI
TAIFN, LTC KHUONG WAS INIFRVIEVELD IN HUR UK 12 JAN 93,
THE FULLOWING REPORT PRCYIDES THE RESULTS CF THE
IhTsRVIFW, THE IMTERVIEY YAS HUNITCRED EY ASSIGMELD
COUMTEHPART ANL MINISTRY OF MAZIONAL LFFENSE (MNI) RFP,
LTC PRAM TEO, AND MIKISTRKY OF THE INTEKICR (MOI) REP, MR
EA 0 IMR TUAN,

¥, SQUMCT, A 67 YCA NATIVE OF KUE, REGROUPED TO THE
FCRIR 1A 1984 AKD REIURMED 10 1hE HUE AEEA IN 19E¢ WHEN
THE KATICNAL LIBEEATICN FRONT (KLF) WAS ESTABLISHEL,
SCURCE’S FIRST COATACT ¥ITH US PFOW'S WAS SOMETIME LURING
LAT} 19€3 OR FARLY 1964 WHEKR HF OBSEEVRL ONE CAUCASIAN
oy IN THE A NGO CAMP LOCATED IN THE VIETNAM-LAO
FORLFR AREAN WEST CF A LUOI. SOURCE BEARD THE MAN WwAS A
MILITARY QFFICER WITH THE RANK OF CAPTAIN WHO WAS
CAPTURED BY ETHNIC MINORITIES IN WESTERN THUA THIEN
PROYItCF. SOURCE EFARD 1HF MAK HAS HWELD INITIALLY AT A
PLACF CALLEL A YAD , WHICH WAS LOCATED NEAR THE LAO
PURLER AND INSILDE LAOS. SOURCE OBSERVED THE AMERICAN TO
E} IK COOD HFALIH ANI GOCD SPIRI1S, SOURCF BEARD FROM
CUARLS THAT THE MAN AT FIRST REFUSED TO EAT VIETNAMESE
¥OCDL DUE 10 1HE ODCf, BUY AFIER HE BEFCAME FAMILIAR XITH
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IT KE LIKED 1T. SOURCE ALS0 BEARD THAT THE AMERICAN
ESCAPLD FROM THE CAMP BUT HAS RFCAFTURIL A FEW HOURS
LATFR. SOURCE ONLY CESERVED THE AMERICAN ON ONE
OCCASSICN AND EFARD HE WAS CANLY HELID 1N A MGO EQOR ABOUT
1¢ TAYS FEFCRE BEING EVACUATED TO NORTH VIETNAM, SOURCE
L5%10 THE AMERICAN ¥5Y FE HAD TRIFD TO ESCAPE AND THE
VAL, RIPLIED "A BEGGAR MUST EXG AKD A PCy MUST TRY 10
ESCAPE . SOURCE SAID EE HAS 1MPRESSED BY THE MAN'S
LCCIC. WHER ASKED CONCEBNING A CAMP IN THI AREA CALLED
“"LARG TA", SCURCE SAID HE RICALL¥D THE KAME BUT LIL NOT
KNOw IF THERE WAS A WARTIME CAMP LCCATED THERE.

3. SOURCE’S SECONT ENCOUNTFR WITH US POW'S OCCURREL
SOMFTIME DURING THE LATE 1962 °S OR EARLY 197¢°S (SOURCE
NOT SURE OF YEAR BUT RECALLED THAT THE GBSERVATION TOCK
PLACE AFTER THE 1668 "TET OFFENSIVE). SOURCE RECALLED
1HAT 1%C US MILITARY PERSOMMEL WIRE CAPIURED DURING
TIGETING IK FHU DA AXA PHU THANH VILLAGE (YD 9Z1E),
HUCKG PRU ( FORMFRLY PHOD VANG) DISTRICT. THE TwO MEN
WEPE FOTH CAUCASIANS ANT ENLIS1ED MEN, SOURCE EELIFVEL
THEY YERE BOTH INPANTRYMEN. SOURCE HAS KOT ABLE TO
PEOYIDE A PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION,” AKD COULD ORLY RECALL
THAT ONE OF THE MFN WAS KFOTICEAELY BIGGER THAN THE
OTHER, SCURCE BFEARD TRKE T¥0 AMERICANS TEREW DOwN THEIR
WFAPONS ANL ASKED 10 SURRENDER A1 SHE TIME OF THEIR
CAPTURE. SOURCE BEARD THAT THE TWO MEN WERE ON
OFEFATICNS WITH AN ARYA UNIT WhEN THE FIGHTING ERUPTED.
SOURCE ALSO ERARD THE T¥0 MEN WERE HIDLEN IN A TUNKEL IN
PEU LA VILLAGE FOR A DAY TEEN MOVED WEST. SOURCE FIRST
OFESIKVED 1LE Tw0 MEM wHEN 1HEY ARRIVED A1 SOURCE’S
COMMO-LIAISCK STATION LOCATEL OM A HANLD CUT, ONE TO ONE
AND CME-HAIF METER WIDE TRAIL TERQUGH THE JUNGLE
SOUTHYEST OF HUE WHICH wAS LTRESIGNATEL ICCALLY AS "ROUIE
31 . TEIS ROUTE CONTINUED FKOM HUE TO THE A LUOI AREA ON
%hE LAC RORDEP, AMNL RAN GENERALIY PARALILKL 10 CUBRENT
ROUTE 12 {NOTF: PRESFNT ROUTE 12 IS SHOWA AS ROUTI 547
ON U5 WARTIME MAPS). THE TWO AMEHICANS SANG
PFYCLUTICNARY SOKGS 1A THE VIETKAKESE 1AMCUAGE FCR
SOURCE BEFORE CONTINUING ON THE TRAIL IN THF DIRECTION
OF A LUCI., SCURCE ¥AS KOT ABLY TO RECALL FURTHER DETAILS
CONCERNIMG TH¥ TWO AMIRICANS. SOURCE ASSUMLS 1HE TWO MEA
YERF EVACUATED TO NCRTH VIETNAM AND RELEASED DURING
1973, v

4, SOURCE’S TEIRD ENCOUNTER WITH U5 POW'S OCCUBRED
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SHORTLY AFTER THE "T3T" GENERAL OFFENSIVE (I.E. CIRCA 31
JAN €8) . SOURCE OBSERYED FOUR MALE CAUCASIAN AMERICANS
AT THF SAME COMMO-LIAISON STAYIGH ON RCUTE 31 REPCRTEL
ABROVE, SOUKCE ONLY SA¥ THE MEN BRIEFLY AND COULD NOT
PROVIDE A PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIOM CR IDENTIFICATIOMN DATA.
SQURCY HEARD THE MEN WERE CAPTURED IN HUE CITY SHORTLY
PEFORE HE OBSERVED THEM. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ANYTHING
FURTEREE CONCERNING 1THY FOUR MEM AMD ASSUMES THEY WERE
EVACUATED TC NORTH VIETNAM AND RELFASEI LURING 1973.

£. SCURCE’S FOURTH AND FINAL EMCCUAMTER ALSC OCCURRED
SHORTLY AFTER THE BEGINNING OF THE TRT CGINERAL
OFFENSIVE, AND ALSQ0 AT TBE SAME COMMO-LIAISON STATION ON
ROUT¥ 31. SCURCE SAILD RE OBSERVED 1W0O FEMALE CAUCASIAMAS
WEARING NORMAL CIVILIAN ATTIRE. SOURCE SAIL HE HEARD THE
T¥0 FIMAIES WERE SCHOCL 1TRACHERS WHO HAD BEFEN TEACHING
FKGLISR IN HUE PRIOR TO EFING CAPTURED. SOURCE SAIL THE
T¥0 WERE QUESTIONED BHEIFLY AND TREN ISSUED CONICAL RATS
AKL Tw0Q SE1S OF WEW CIVILIAN CLOTHING EEFCRE BFING TAKEM
TO PHONG DIEN WHERF THEY WERF RELEASLL.

€. SOURCE SAID MILITAFY REGION TRI THIEN HAD ONE
CONSQLILATED ORGANIZATION FOR EBOTH US AKD ARVN
PERSONNEL. THIS ORGAN.¥AS THE MILITARY-ENEMY PROSELYTING
OFFICE (MEPQ) (PHONG BINH~LICH VAN), THE MEIPQ ALSO HAL
AN OVGAKIC AMERICAN PPOSELYTING SFCTION (BAN MY VAN).

AT THYA THIEN PRECGYINCE LEVFL THIRE WAS A MILITARY-ENEMY
PROSELYTING SECTICN, BUT KO SEFPARATE AMERICAM
PROSELYTING ELEMENT. AT DISTRICT LEVEL THERE WAS ONLY &
MILITARY PRCSELYTING SECTICK, ¥WI1TH MO EMEMY OR AMERICAN
PROSELYTING SUBFLEMENTS. SCURC} SAID THKAT NO BYCORLS
PERTAINING TO US PERSONNEL WERE MAINTAINED AT THE
AIMINISTPATIVE LEVELS, AMD SUCH PECORDS WIRE ONLY
MAIANTAIKED AT THE MILITARY REGION LEVEL, SOURCE LIL KOT
XNO¥ THE CURRENT WHERFAFOQU1S C¥ RECORDS OF THE FORMER
MIPO FOR TRI THIEK MR. SOURCE RECALLED THEAT FRONT 7 (MA1
THAN BAY) WAS A TACTICAL ORCANIZATICN SUBORDINATE 10 THE
PAVN HIGH CCMMAND IN HAMNCI. FRCAD 7 OPERATED
IKDEPENDENTLY FROM TR THIEN MA, BUT THE MR FRIQUINTLY
SUPPORTED TACTICAL OPERATIONS CONDUCTED BY FROKT 7 IN
TH} QUAMG TRI-THUA THIEN ARFA. FROMT 7 OMLY HAD A SMALL
ENEMY PRCSELYTING OFFICE, ANWD MO MILITARY OR AMERICAN
PROSFLYTILG ELEMEM]S.

7. WHEK ASKED CONCERKING HIS KFOWLEDGF CONCERNING
CURRENT OR FORMER CADRE CAPABLE OF PROVIDING INFORMATICN
OF PCx/FIA INTEREST, SOURCF wAS AKLE 1C RECALL THE
FOLLCWIANG PERSONNEL: KGUYEN VAN GIAI, A MATIVE OF THUA
1H1EkN, YAS 1HE DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE TRI THIEN MR MEFO,
SOURCY FELIEVES GIAIl 15 CURRENTLY RESILING IN PHU EAl
DISTRICT TO¥N AND HIS ¥WIFE IS TEACHING SCHOOL IN VIKH EA
VILLAGE, PHU VANG., LIC XUTEM TAM {TAAM), A NATIVE CF
QUAKG TRI, WAS THY LEPUTY OF TLKY QUANG TRI1 PROVINCE
MILITARY~-ENEFY PROSELYTING SECTION (MEPS) DURING TEE
%¥AR, HE 1S MOW RETIREL ANT RESIDING IN CLD QUANG TKI
CITY (THI XA QUANG TRI CU, I.E. THE FOKMER PROVINCE SEAT
FEFORE 1THE CCHMMITTEE REALOUARTIRS WAS FCVED TO BLNG HA
CITY). LTC THAO {LNU), A NATIVE OF THUA THIEN, WAS A
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CALPE ACSSIGMED 10 THE MFPC OF TRI THIEM DUFING THE WAR.
EE 15 NCW BETIRED AND RESIDING IN HUE. SON (SOWN), %
NATIVF CF PHU YEN, WAS THE CHILY OF THI AMERICAK
PROSELYTING OFFICE OF TR] THIEN MR. SOV WAS ABLE TO
SPEAR EMGLISF WELL, HE IS BELIEVED TO BE RETIRED AMND
PESILIMG IM PHU YEN PROVINCF, CAQC MAMG, A MATIVE OF THUA
TEIEN, WAS A CADRE IN TH} QUANG TRI PRCVINCE MIPS. HE IS
kCy EFTIRED AMD RYSIDES OM EA THRIFU STREET IN EUE CITY.
NGUYEN EFA MINH, A NATIVI OF NOFJHERN VIETNAM AML HYAL OF
THE MILITARY PROSELYTING ELEMENT OF THE MEPQ FOGR TRI
THILN MP, RETURMED 1C 9TH} MCRIL AFIFE THE WAR EMDEL,
CURREFT EMPLOYMENT STATUS AML WHFREAEQUIS UKKNOWHN TO
SOURCE. Sk CPT NGUYEN TEONG (THOONG), Kk KATIVE CF PUONG
THUY AND CADRE OF THE PCLIQICAL LFFARTMIMNT (CUC ChIMNB
TRI) GF TRI THI®N MR, WAS AN INGLISH SPRAKFH. KE
FLGFCUFED 10 RCRTHEFM VIRTAAM IN 1824 AND RETURNED TO
THE SOUTH DURING THE FARLY 12€2°5, CURFENT EMPLOYMEMT
STATUS AND %LEREARQUTS UNKMOVN TC SOURCE.

€. CCRCIBNING THE THUA THIEM PROVINCE S¥CURITY COMMITIRY
CAMP AKA T-1 , SOURCE WAS ABL¥ TO RECALL TH} FOLLOWING:
LURTKG THF ®wAR CAMP T-1 HAS LCCATED 1IN A DOT ETHNIC
MINOREITY VILLAGE Ch THE IAQ KCELEE. THY INITIAL CAMP
COMMANDEE WAS EAU (HAAUJ). LAU WAS £1A WEILE OK A
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MISSICK IN NORTHERN VIETMAM, AMD HIE PELACEMFNT WAS MR
XUAN (XUSAN). MR JUAN, A NATIVE OF THUA THIEN, IS ROV
RET1RFD AMD RESIDING IN NAM DONG, THUA THIEN. SOHMETIME
TURIKG THF LATE 1S€@°S, XUAN WAS RYPLACED BT A MAN
CALLED MINH. MINH, A NATIVE OF PHONG DIEK, WAS A
REGRCUPEE AND HF RETUPNEL 10 MORTH VIETMAM BEFORE THE
WAR EKDET. MINH WAS REPLACED BY MR VUONG MAU (MAAU), A
MATIVE CF THUA THIEN, WHO IS NOW RETIRED AMD RESIDING 1IN
KUJ CITY. MAU WAS REPLACED BT A MAN CALLED THAC (1HAOR),
A NATIVE OF PHU LUONC VILLAGE, PHU VANG DISTRICT, WHO IS
MCY RETIBED AKD RESIDING IKN HUY CITY. SOURCE CLAIMED 10
HA¥Y. KO SPECIFIC XNOWLELGE CONCERNING CAMP T-1, EFCAUSE
HE WAS MILITARY AND CAMP T-1 WAS UNDER TEE CONTROL OF
THE PUBLIC SECURITY APPAPATUS. CONCERNING THE CUANG TRI
PHOVINCE SECURITY COMMITIEE CAMP AKA T-2, SOURCE HEARD
AF0U1 THE CAMP PUT CLAIMED T0 hAVE NO FURTHEF
INEORMATIOM.

Y. CCNCLRNING CADRE PPEVIOQUSLY ASSCCIATED YITH US
POW/MIA EUT NO LONGER AVAILABLF FOR INTER¥IEW, SOUFCF
PROVIDED TKE POLLOWIKG? LTC KGUYEK THE BUNG (HUNGF), A
CADRE O¥ THE MEFO CF TRI THIEN MR, WAS KIA DURING 1THE
WAR. LTC PHAR HUAR (HUAANS), A KATIVE CF NAM HA ANL
CALRE ASSIGNED TO THE MEPO OF THI THIEN MR, WAS XILLED
IN A MOTCRCYCLE ACCITENT AETER THE WAR ENDED. HO VAK EAK
AKA HO VAN BON (BONS), A CADRE OF THE MEPOQ, WAS KIA
CUEING TEF ¥AR. LE OUAKG THANG (THAWMGS), A CALRE OF THE
MIPO, WAS ALSO X1A DURING THE WAR. LLT AGUYIK PHUOMNG, A
NATIVE CF EUONG THUT AND CADRE ASSIGNED TO THE MEPO, WAS
KIA CURING THE WAR. (MOTF: WHEK ASXFD IF KE WAS APRLY 10
RECALL A CADRE NAMED "L} MUCN", SOURCE SAID HI PILIEVID
1L PHUCKG MICHT HAVE USED THIS NAME AS A COVER KNAME
TURINC IHF WAR)., SE CPT CUONG (CYOMG), A NATIVE CF
NORTHERN VIZTHAM AKD BEAD OF TEE AMERICAN PROSELYTING
ELEMENT OF 1RE MEFC FOR 1RI THIEM ME, wAS EIA IN AN
AMEUSH TLURING 1975 WHILE Ok A PROSELYTING MISSIOK IN FidU
L0C CISTRICT. {NOTE® SOURCE HAS NOT ABLE TC PROVIDE ANY
DETAILS COKCERKNING SE CPT CUGMG’S 19%7E PROSELYTING
MISSION TO PHU LOC).

1¢. COMMEMT:

- A. SCURCE CLAIMED TO HAVE KO XNCWLELGCE OF ANY US
PERSONNEL REMAINING IN INDOCEINA. SOURCE CLAIMED TC HAVE
rQ XKNCYIEDGE CF AKY US CRASH S11FS, GRAVE SI11ES, OP
REMAIKS . SOURCE CLAIMEL TO dAVF NO KKOWLFLGE OF ANY US
PERSONNEL WHO WERE MOVED TO THIRD COUNTRIES.

- B. SCURCE APPEARED TO BF IN PCOR HFALTH AND YXHIBITED
POOR RECALL. SOURCE’S APPARENT POOR RECALL MAY RESULT
FRCM h1S PREVICUS 1ACKX OF ASSCCIATION WITH FORKIGN
OFFICIALS. SOURCF CONSTANTLY LOOKEL TO ACCOMPANTING SAV
GOVERNMENT CADRE FOR GUILANCE PRIOQR TO ANSWERIAG
GUESTIONS. MAD REP, MR PHAM TEC, AGVISED SCURCY 1C
AKSVER FRYELY BUT SOURCE STILL SEEMEL TO HAVE SOME
RFSERVATIONS. SA BELIEVES THAT SINCE SOURCE IS NOW AWARE
OF USG INTFREST IN ORTAINIMG IMFOPMATION CONCERNING US
POW/MIA IN SOURCE’S FORMER AREA OF OPERATICKS, SOURCE
SHOULD EE RFCOKTACTED AFI1ER HE HAS HAD AN OPPORTUNITY T0
CONSIDER THE SUBJECT CAREFULLY.
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