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~)A PASS TO DOD POw-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTAtION CrFIC! 

SUU' SHY ORAL HISTORY, INTERYlEV WITH FORMER EREIIY 
PROSILyTING CADRE YO RIE~ 

R~j" nET I, JUFA MSG 2003HZ JAM 93 

I. RIF WAS THE SUMMARY RIPORT OF ACTI'ITlrs CONCUCtED BY 
JTfU SpeCIAL ASSISTANT, MR G.E VIETNAM DUUNG 
THI PIRIOD e TO Ie JAN 93. P19A TO 
FORMEH CNEMY PROSELyTING CADRE 
INHRVlfWfD IN HUE CUY, taUA TRl JAN 
93. THE I'I'FBY I£W WAS HONITOUC BY ASS IGKED COUNTUPART 
AND MINISTRY or NATIONAL DEfENSE IMND) R~P, LTC PHAM 
\'10, ,.D ~INIST'RT or THE INTERIOR (HOI) REP, MR HA HUH 
fllAN. TEE FOLLo<no REPORT nonDI:S TN} Rt5ULTS Of THE 
INHRVIlV, 

2. MR ye NIIM (oI£IMJ), A sa TEAR OLD NATI'I Of PHU LOC 
DISTRICT, TRUA THIEN PROVINCE, IS CURRENTLI RITIRED AND 
RLSIDIS eN PHAM CHAU 'JINB STREET IN HUE CIT!. SOURCE 
JOI~lD THE REVOLUTION DURING 1945. DURI~G THE PERIOD 
1945 TO 1948 SOURCE SERIID AS A MEMBER OF THIl LOCAL 
fORCES AGAINST TilE rRENCH AND THE JAPANESE. SOURCE 
HEMAl NED A ~r.CRIT HEHBER or TBI NATIONAL LIIERATIOH 
fRO'T AT Ro~r U~t!l 1967 VHEN CALLED TO DUTT vua THE 
l'OLlCY rHICE (PRONG CHINH SACH) OF THE MILltARIIENEMI 
rhOS1LYTINC OffJCI (MIPO), SUBORDINATE TO THE POLITICAL 
PI:PAHTME11'1' (CUC CftlNH UO Of Til UIEk M!lUAU UGION 
(QUAN K~U TRI TaIEN). SOURCE'S .. DUTIELll.CLIIl!J:.LI11lll.CA71llG 

'Inr:RASSFs,tUUCA'~F fOHCES cr THE REPUBLIC or 
YlUIIAM (BUN) AND T~IlR JAMILI1S, AND EDUCATING ANT 
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AMERICAN SOLDIERS WHO VIRE CAPTURED CONCERNING 'HE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS cr THE REYOLU~ION. A!'TER niNG EDUCAfED, 
RUN POW'S WERE RILEASED 10 .iTUBN TO THEIR HOMES. US 
POW'S Vin IYACUATiD TO THE HO CHI MINE TRAIL WRIU TBEY 
VERI PLACED IN THE COSTODI or THE 559T8 LOGISTICS GHOUP 
(DOAH 5~9),rOR fORiHI1 EYACUATION ~ORTH. VHiN THE VAl 
ENDED IN 1.75, SOURCI RAD ATTAINED A CIVILIAN GRADI 
CCNSI.~RfD AS A BECIMIH'Al LEVEL CADRE AND EQUIYALENT TO 
THE MILITARI RAHI or LTC. 

3. SOURCE RECALLED THAT DURING THE VAR YEARS GUIDANCE 
fRDM tBI THI THIIN MR POLIITICAL DEPARTMENT CALLED rOR 
ANI US POV'S WHO WIRE CAPTURED NORTH Of THE PERfUME 
RIVIR (SONG BUONG) TO BE EVACUATED THROUGH BUONG DIEN 
DiStRICT TO QUANG Til nOVINGE. AFnR ENTERING qUUG 
fRl, THE US pow's WERE rURTHn EYACUATED TO THl ARIA or 
un: SHE WHEn TBIl nn PLACED ON TRUCIS rOR HOVIl1EHT 
UP THE HO CHI MINE TRAIL TO HANOI. SOURcr SAID THAT ANY 
US PO~'S CAPTURED SOUTH or THE PIUfUME RIVER VERI 
EVACUATED THROUGH THE COHMU~lST eONTROLLED YILLAGIS OF 
THUONG LO AND TWONG HEAT IN HAM DONG DISTRICT or THUA 
THIEN PRcYINCE TO THE AUA or A'LUOI ON THE YIETNAM-LAO 
fORDER. 11 CIRCUMStA~CIS PII"ITTID, US POv's COULD BE 
EYACUATID 110M THUA THI!N THROUGH CA" LO IN ~UAHG TRI, 
A~D lROM CAM LO ACROSS T~E VINI LINE SPECIAL ZONl TO 
QUAHG EINH. SOURCE RIC!LLED THAT T8£ EVACUATIO. ROUTE 
THROUGH CAM LO flAS THE HOST EXPEDITIOUS BOUTE AVAilABLE, 
ALTHOUCH SieURIT1 HAS A PROBLIM DUE TO THi PRISCENC! Cl 
USI ARY. FORCES, 

4. SOURCE CLAIMED TO HAVt BAD PREVIOUS CONtACT VITH ONLI 
IVO GROU,S or uS POW'S. SOURCE SAID B018 Of THISE 
CONTAC1S OCCURRIO DURING 196~, SHORU! U'UR THE "TIT" 
GiNIBAL crfiNSIVI. SIX DAIS AfTER THE "TIT" OF1ENSIYE, 
SOURCE CESEIVED TVO HALl CAUCASIAN POw's AT A COMMO­
LIAISON STATION ON ROUTE 12. (NOTE' VARTIME US MAPS 
IbDICATI BeU'E 54? wHILE PA'~ MAPS INDICATE ROUTE ~a9 
FOR THIS SAME ROUTE). SOURCE SAID TBAT AT THE TIME 01 
HIS O~SERVATIONt HE WAS RETURNING lROM THE TRI THIEN MR 
BQ, VHICH VAS LUCATED IN LAOS WEST or A LUOI. TBI 
CAPtURING UNIT IseORTING THE TWO MIN VERB REGULAR PAVN 
fOR CIS ,ROM THI ROUTE 9 AREA or qUANG TRl, THERIFORE, 
SOURCE VAS Nor INIORMiD eONcIRNIHC THE PLACE OR 
CIRCUHSTANCES OF CAPTURE. SOURCE HIARD FROM TBE 
CAP"UHItG UNIT nAT A IHIRD POw, VHO VAS A nAC[ MAN, 
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VAS ALSO CAPTUnD AT THE SAMI TlHE AS THI TVO 
CAUCASIANS. ALTBOUGB SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE TBI REPORTED 
BLACK PCV, SOURCE BELIEVIS HE VAS BEING BELD IN CLO~I 
PROIIMITY TO rHE TVO CAUCASIANS. SOURCE RtCALLED TBAT 
ALTBCUCH THI TVO CAUCASIANS ViRI BEING EVACUATED VITS 
VOUNDED PAYN P1RSONNTL, Tst tVO CAUCASIANS VERI IN 
APPARENT GOOD HEALTH VITH NO·QBVIOUS VOUNDS OR INJURliS. 
B01H Of 1HE CAUCASIANS WIRE VEARING NOR~AL CIVILIAN 
ATTIRE, AN£ NO EQUIPMINT WAS OBSERVED IN THIIR 

l~~~~~:~~:TS~O~:~~I~E~~~R~~Aipi~~L~~~DC~~i~S~:;SU:E;~v's 
HE OBSERVED VERE lYACUATID ALONG ROUTE 12 TO TOJ A LUOI 
ARiA. SCORC! ADDED THAT IT IS POSSIBLE THE MEN VERB 
EVACUATID ALONG ANotBla COMMO-tIAISON ROOTI WHICH 
PARRALLED ROUTE 12 DESIeHATED ROUTE 73. SOURCI DESCRIBED 
ROUIE 7~ AS A 1.~ METER VIDE TRAit BAhD-COT Bl PAlN 
~NGI~nHS. SOURCE SA ID Roun 73 IS NOW COHPLiTIloY • 
OYERGRO~N BY VEGETATION. (NOTE' DUBING PRIVIOUS JfA'S IN 
SOUlHVES1ERN TBUA 1H liN. SA BAS nAULLED aoun 12 BY 
VEB I CLE • AS Of "Al 19~2 iBIS ROUTI VAS BEING WlntNIE AND 
SURfACED VITH QUARRIID aocl. US INVESTIGATORS SHOULD 
BAVI NO DlrfICULTY IN RIACniNG fORKIR COH~O-LllIS0N 
STATIONS IF SUBSEQUENT REPORTING INDICATES ANY US 
PERSOhNEL DIED AND VIRE lURIED ALONG TBE RIPORTED 
EVACUATION ROUTI). SOURCI SAID BI ONLI OBSERVED THI TVO 
CAUCASIANS BRlIfLY ON TBAT O~E OCCASSION. AND AfTER BE 
PASSID TBROUGH THE COMMO-LIAlse. S'ATICN HE DI£ N01 SEE 
OR HEAR ABOUT THEM AGAIN. 

f. SOURCR SAID THAT SOMIII"I APPR01IHAliLY 10 DAYS AriEa 
BE SAV 1HE TWO CAUCASIANS ON ROUTI 12, Hi ALSO OBSIRYID 
TWO CAUCASIAN fEMALES, SOURCE SAV TBr TVO fEMALIS AT A 
ViHICLE PAil ON THI HO CBI MINH TIAIL WEST OF A LUOI AhD 
INSIDE LAOS. SOURCE RECALLED THE TWO FlMALES WEll 
WiARING NORMAL CIVILIAN AtTIRE. SOORC! SAID TBI TVO Vll1 
IN APPARENT GOOD BlUTH VITH NO OBVIOUS VOUNDS OR 
INJURIES. SOURCE BEARD 1RCH PAlN PIRSOH~IL 01 TBI THIEN 
HE TfiA'! Tur 1VO ¥lU ·A~IJlCAN TEACHER'S· WHO WEBI 
CAPTURED Af rHE UNIVEIS ITT or HUJ. SoURCE RIClLLlD THAT 
THI INGLISH SPEAIING CADRE 01 TBI "EPO ASSIGNID TO 
EScon THE TVO FEMALES VAS CALLED ·CHnh; (CHIUNS) 
(N11). SOURCE SAID HE ONLY OBSIRVED TBE TVO rlHALES 
BRIEfLY ON THAT ONE OCCASSION, AND IfTEB BE DIPARTID THE 
AREA TO RETURN TO HUI HE DID NOT SEE OR HEAR ABOUT TBlM 
AGAIN. SOURCE SPECULATES THAT THI T~O VERI PLACED IN THE 
CUS10DY 01 LOGISIICS GROUP ~~9 AND 1UR1H£R EVACOATID 10 
RANOI. 

5. VHEN ASIID CONCIRHING HIS (NOWLlOU! Or OTHER VARTIME 
CADRl VHO MIGHT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE INfORMATION RIGARDING 
INCIDINTS INVOLVING US PERSONNEL SCURCI RELATID THI 
TOLtOWI ~GI 

A. LTC LE BA MINB, A CADRE 'ROH TUE INEMY PROSELYTING 
DEPART"ENT (EPD). elklRAL POLlliCAL DIRECTORATE (GPD) IN 
HANOI VHO VAS DETACHED 70 VORl IN THi MtPO Of TBI THI~H 
"R. MINH VAS IN CHARGE 0' ALL US PERSONNEL CAP,ualD IN 
THE MR. tTC MINH_ NORMALLY WO.RX~D IN in HI. liQ LOCAUD 

UNCLASSIfiED CJTf·fADETONEJA eeb9ge/02 

UNCLASSIlIlD CJU-rADnONEBA 00~990/82 

NEAR "A NGO· VILLAGB WES' 01 A LUOI AND IN~IDE LAOS. 'LTC 
MINH WAS A PROJICiENT ENGLISH sPEAIER. LTC ~IINB'S 
CURRINT EHPLCY.INT STATUS AhD VHEREABOUTS IS UNINOWN TO 
SOURCE, EUT SOURCI SHCULATIS HE IS BETIRlD AND IESIDIS 
IN HANOI. 

E. LTC THAN VAN ~RU~G. A ~ATIVE Cf HUONG DIEN 
DISTRICT, THUA THIEN PROVINCE. YAS A CADRE 01 THE 
.ORIHERN EPD DITACHED 10 YORI fOR lHi TRI THIIN "I MIPO. 
LTC fRUI'C'S CURRENT EHPLOUNT STATUS AND W6£UUOUTS AHI 
UHlNOiN TO SOURCE, BUT SOURCI SPECUtATES HE IS RETIRID 
A~D RESIDES IN RUE CllY. 

C. SR cn GIAI. A NATIVE Of PHO VANG, VAS INITIALLY 
ASSIG~ED TO THI TRI TUIIN HI RECCH~AISSA~CE UNIT. JUT 
LATER TftANSJURlD TO T8l. "EPO. SOURcr BlLIUIS SR CPT 
GIAI IS CUIRENTLI RETIRED AND RESIDES IH BO CHI "INH 
CITY. 

D. SR CPT HIEU (HIIEUS). A HATln Of BAC HINH. WAS A 
CADH fROH THE NOR~URN ErD DEUCHlD TO WOHl WITH THE 
TRI THUN II. "lPO. SOURCf JILUVES 58 CPT HlEU IS NOW 
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nITllIFD A~r nSIDfS IN HANOI. 

~, 'UN ASUD IF HI HCHLID A CADRIT NAr.J:D YU UN aOI IN 
THI "tPO. SOURCI SAID HI COULD O~~T ftiCA~L A cAt~r ~A~ID 
vo VAN HO (BOO), SCUICB SA ID THI HAN ax KNEV AS HO VAS 
AC1UALLY A s~ COL AND ~HI POLITICAL COHMISSA. or THt 'TR 
HOIHEn, (NOn' TBE 4TH HECT AU GROUP '/DOAN , 
.ORHALLY onUTPD ALO>O 1HE BOHDER BETVEEN QUANG HAM AND 
THUA TIIII:N PROYINCIS fltOH THi UCH HA HOUNtAlN IAIIGE TO 
A LUCI), sa COL 110 IS CUUUTLI ASSIOHED TO HILITARY 
!Ie IC~ • IN IHA.H HOA PROYINCE, WHEN UIlD If HE COULD 
RECALL A CADRE NAHED PBAN BUAN (RUA1~S). SOURCI SAID sa 
CPt fHA" BUA" WAS ASSIGNED TO THE T11 THIEN MI HEPO 
l'u>lNC Tur WAR. BUT SOURCE VAS NOT .. 11 TO nULL HIS 
51'ECIFlt HUrlES, SOURCE BUIBYIS Sft CPT HOAN IS HOW 
nllnD AND USIDrs IN HO CHI HI~H CITY. CONCERNING A 
WARtlMl CAl'Rl HAHrt WI CHICH OR l1li1 CHINB. SOURCE SAID 
II}: DID HECALL A CADIt NAMED lUI CHINa (CHI NBS ), SOURCI 
SAID BUI CHINH WAS ASSIGNED To A roOD PRODuctiON CAMP 
HOLDI~C ONU UY. POy'S, THE CAHP VAS LOCATID IH THE 
AHA Of • NCO V ILLAG!. NUR THE TAl THliN HI HQ. SOURCE 
SAlh n£ DID NOl' RECALL aUI CHI"B EYER BElHa ASSIGNID to 
A CAMP IH HAM DONG OR THE IBE L"OI ARIA. SOUNCE ALSO 
DID NCT INOW I' lUI CHINK VAS A HATIYf or HUONC DliN. 
SOUKcr tiD Hot RECALL AHI GADRE NAMID LE HUUN 01 AHY 
SIMI!.!R HArl:, SOURCE SAID HI WINT TO A PAYM JASJ or 
CKOOP St,g IN THE LUC TA AREA or LAOS At LEAst ONCI 
DORIHe 1HE VAR. BUT HE DIU NOT RlCALL ANY CAM' rOR US 
PO~'S L~CATED THrn. ' 

", COHMENT. 

A. SOURcr WAS UARI~G IHPAIUD vHICH HADE IT IlTRlHELY 
DI1I'ICULT TO CONDUC! TIE INTiIVln. SOURCE VAS ¥ERT 
NERVOUS THROUGHOUT THE INTERYIEV AND CONSTAHT~T LOOIED 
to "HI 'HGS", CADR! fOR A NOD OF tHE HEAD PRIOR ,0 
ANS'EIINe QUESTIONS. SOURCE VAS NOt CONDUCIYE TO HAP 
nACK loe AND eLAIMlD POOR RECALL DUE to TU "I~I LAPSE. 

&, SOURCE CAVE THE IMPRESSIOH BE HAD LIttLE DIRECT 
I~YOIVE~INT ~ltH US POW'S ANV VAS PROBABLY ASSIGNED TO 

~~~A~£:~~f~EAA~~U:~~~~igl~~ ;U~L~~At!i~:~~GH:B~SV:R 
IrA~S, SCMI 0' ,HI WAP-'lkE CADHE InrN11rl~D IY SOURCE 
';HOliLD BE ABLE TO PIOYlDE IHYOIHATION CONCERING PRIORITY 
DISCREPANCY CASES INVOLVI~G US PERSONNEL LAST (HO~H TO 
81 I. T.E CUSTODY or PAYN rORCIS IN BOTH THi TRI THIEN 
MR AtlD LOCISTICS GROUP ~~9 IN LAOS. 
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