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DIA PASS TO DOD POW-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION CFFICE

SUBJ: SHY ORAL HISTORY, INTERVIEW ¥ITH FORMER ENEMTY
PROSILY1ING CADRE VO NIEM

REF: LET 1, JIFFA MSG 2023412 JAM 93

1. RIF ¥AS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES CONLCUCTED BY
JTFFA SPECIAL ASSISTANT, MR G.E.BELL, IN VIETNAH DURING
TR} PERIOD € TO 18 JAN €3, PARA €
FORMPR ENEMY PROSELYTING CADRE MR
INTERVIFYED IN HUE CITY, THUA THIEM ¥ E ON 11 JAN

95. THE INTERVIEW WAS HONITOREL BY ASSIGNED COUNTERPART '
AND MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE (MND} REP, LTC PHAM

TR0, AND MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR (HMOI) REP, MR HA MIMR

TEAN. TEE FOLLOWIAG REPORT PROVIDES TH} RESULTS OF THE

INTERVIEY.

2. MR ¥C NIIM (NIFEMJ), A €8 YEAR OLD NATIVE OF PHU LoC
DISTRICT, TRUA THIEN PROYINCE, 15 CURRENTLY RETIRED AND
AESICES CN PHAN CHAU TRINH STREET LN HUE CITY. SOURCE
JOIAZD THE REVOLUTION DURING 1945. DURIKG THE PERIOD
1945 TO 1948 SOURCE SERYED AS A MEMBER OF THE LOCAL
FORCES AGAINST TWE FRENCH AND THF JAPANESE, SOURCE
REMAINED A SECRET MEMBER QF TEE KATIONAL LIBERATION
FRONT A1 AOMF UNTIL 1967 WHEN CALLFD TO DUTY WITH 1THE
POL1CY CEFICE (PROKG CHINH SACH) OF THE MILITARY/EINEMY
PROSELYTING QFFICY (MEPO), SUBORDINATE TO THE POLITICAL
DEPARTMENT {CUC CHINM TRI} OF 1RI 7THIEK MITITARY REGION
(QUAN KXU TRI THIEN). SOURCE"S DUTIES INCLUDED EDUCATING

© " INE FMASSFS,EDUCATING THF FORCES CF THE REPUBLIC OF

VIETNAM (RUK} AND TgEIR FAMILIFS, AND EDUCATING ANY
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AMERICAN SOLDIFRS ¥HO WIRE CAPTURED CONKCERNING THE
RlGHTEOUSHESS CF THE REVOLUTION., AFTER BEING EDUCATED,

RBUN POW’S ¥ERE RELEASED 70 RETURN 10 THEIR BOMES. US

PO¥’S WERE EYACUATED TO THE HO CHI MINE TRAIL WEERE THEY
YERE PLACED IN TEE CUSTODY OF THE 559TH LOGISTICS GHOUP
(POAN 5%9) .FOR FURTHER EVACUATION KORTH, WHEN THE WAR

ENDED 1IN 1675, SOURCE RAD ATTAINED A CIVILIAN GRADE
CCNSILERYD AS A REGIMENTAL LEVEL CADRE AND EQUIVALENT TO
THE HILITARY RANX OF LTC.

3. SOURCE RECALLID THAT DURINC THE WAR TEARS GUIDANCE
FROM THE TRI THIEN MR POLIITICAL DEPARIMENT CALLED FOR
ANT US POW’'S ¥HO WIRE CAPTURED NORTH OF THE PERFUMY
RIVER (SONG HUONG) TO BE EVACUATED THROUGH EUONC DIEN
DISTRICT TO QUANG TRI PROVINGE. AFIER ENTERING QUANG
TR1, THE US PO¥°5 WEHE FURTHER EVACUATED TO THE ARJIA OF
KITL SAKY WHERE THEY WERE PLACED ON TRUCKS FOR MOVEMENT
UP THE HO CHI MINE TRAIL T0 HANOI, SOURCE SAID THAT ANY
US POW’S CAPTURED SOUTH OF THE FEMFUME RIVEH WERE
EVACUATED THROUGH THE COMMUGNIST CONTROLLED VILLACES OF
THUONG LO AND THUONG NEAT IN HAM DONG DISTRICT OF THUA
THIEN PRCVINCE TO THE AREA OF A'LUOI ON THE VIETNAM-LAO
EORDIR. 1F CIRCUMSTANCES PERMITIED, US POW’S COULD BE
EVACUATED FROM THUA THIEN THROUGH CAH L0 INK QUANG TRI,
AND FROM CAM LO ACROSS THE VINL LINE SPECIAL ZONE 10
QUANG EINH, SOURCE RECALLED THAT THE EVACUATION ROUTE
TEROUGH CAM LO KAS THE MOST EXPEDITIQUS ROUTE AVAILABLE,
ALTHOUCE SECURITY HAS A PROSLEM DUE TO THE PRESCENCE CF
US/AR¥N FORCES,

4. SOURCE CLAIMED TO HAVI HAD PREVIOQUS CONTACT WITB ONLI
1w0 GROUFS OF US POW "S. SOURCE SAID BO1H OF THESE,
CONTACTS OCCURRED DURING 1968, SHORTLY AFTEIR THI "TET"
GENERAL CFFENSIVE. S1XI DAIS AFTBR THE "TET OFFENSIVE,
SOURCE CESERVED TW0 MALE CAUCASIAN PO¥°’S AT A COMMOQ-
LIAISON STATION ON ROUTE 12. (NOTE: WARTIME US MAPS
INDICATE RCUTE 547 WHILE PAVN MAPS INDICATE ROUTE 289
FOR THIS SAME ROUTE). SOURCE SAID THAT AT THE TIME OF
HIS OESERVATION, HE WAS RETURNING FROM THE TRI TEIEN MR
BQ, WHICA WAS LOCATED IN LAOS WEST OF A LUOI. TAEY
CAPTURING UNIT ESCORTING THE TWO HEN WERE REGULAR PAYN
FORCES FROM THE ROUTE 9 AREA OF QUANG TRI, THEREFORE,
SQURCE ¥AS NOT" INFORMED CONCERNING THE PLACE OR
CIRCUHMSTANCES OF CAPTURE. SOURCE HEARD FROM THE
CAPTURIFG UNIT THAT A 1HIRD POW, YHO WAS A BLACK HAN,
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YAS ALSO CAPTURED AT THE SAME TIME AS THE TWO
CAUCASIANS . ALTHOUGH SOURCE DID NOT OBSERYE THE REPORTED
BLACK PCW, SOURCE BELIEVES HE WAS BEING HELD IN CLOSE
PROXIMITY TO THE TWO CAUCASIANS. SOURCE RICALLED THAT
ALTHCUGH THE TWO CAUCASIANS WERE BEING EVACUATED ¥ITH
WOUKDED PAYN PERSONNFL, THE TWO CAUCASIANS WERE 1IN
APPARENT GOOD HEALTH ¥ITH NO OBVIOUS WOUNDS OR INJURIRES.
BOTH OF 1HE CAUCASIANS WERE WEARING NORMAL CIVILIAN
ATTIRE, ANL NO EQUIPMINT WAS OBSERVED IN THEIR
POSSISSION, SOURCE HEARD THAT THE TVWO CAUCASIANS YEHE

SPECIALISYTS (MFI)}. SCURCE SPECULATED THAT 1HE U5 PO¥’S
HE OBSERVED WERE EVACUATED ALONG ROUTE 12 TG THE A LUOI
ARFA. SCURCE ADDED THAT IT IS POSSIBLE THE MEN WERE
EYACUATID ALONG ANOTHER COMMO~LIAISON ROUTE WHICH
PARRALLED ROUTE 12 DESIGNATED ROUTE 73, SOURCE DESCRIBED
ROUTE 73 AS A 1.5 METER VIDE TRAIL HAND-CUT BY PAVN
ENGINEERS, SOURCE SAID ROUTE 73 IS NOW COMPLETELY -
OVERGROVN BY VEGETATION. (NOTE: DURING PREVIQUS JFA'S IN
SOU1THWESTERN THUA THIEN, SA HAS TRAVELLED ROUTE 12 BY
VERICLE. AS OF MAY 19€¢2 THIS ROUTE VAS BEING WIDINED AND
SURFACED ¥ITR QUARRIED ROCKX. US INVESTIGATORS SHOULD
BAYEI NO DIFFICULTY IN REACHING FORMER COMMO-LIAISON
STATIONS IF SUBSEQUENT REPORTING INDICATES ANY US
PERSONNEL DIED AND WERE EURIED ALONG THE REPORTED
EVACUATION ROUTE). SOURCH SAID HE ONLT OBSERVED THE T¥O
CAUCASIANS BRIEFLY ON THAT OKE OCCASSION, AND AFTER HE
PASSID TRROUGH THX COMMO-LIAISCK STATICK HE DIL KOT1 5EE
OR REAR ABOUT THEM AGAIN.

4., SOURCE SAID THAT SOMETIME APPROXIMATELY 1@ DAYS AFIER
HE SAY 1BE TWO CAUCASIANS ON ROUTE 12, HE ALSO OBSERVID
TWO CAUCASIAN FEMALES. SOURCE SAV THE TWO FEMALES AT A
YEEICLE PARK ON THTI HO CHI MINE TRAIL WEST OF & LUOI AMND
INSIDE LAOS. SOURCE RECALLED TEE TWO FEMALES ¥ERE
WEARING NORMAL CIVILIAN ATTIRI. SOURCE SAID THE TWO WEBX
IN APPARENT GOOD HFALTH WITE NO OBVIOUS WOUNDS OR
INJURIES, SOURCE HEARD FROM PAVN PERSONKEL OF TEI THIEN
MR THAT THF 1¥0 WIRE ~AMERICAN TEACHERS™ WHO WERE
CAPTURED AT THY UNIVERSITY OF HUE. SOURCE RECALLYED THAT
THE INGLISH SPEAKING CADRE OF THE MIPO ASSIGNED TO
ESCORT THE TYO FEMALES WAS CALLED "CHIEN, (CHIEENS)
(NF1). SOURCE SAID HE ONLY OBSERVED THI TVWO FEMALLS
ERIEFLY ON THAT ONE OCCASSION, AND AFTER HE DEPARTED THE
AREA TO RETURN TO HUX HE DID NOT SEE OR HEAR ABOUT THIM
AGAIN, SOURCE SPECULATES THAT TRE Tw0 WERE PLACED IN THE
CUS10DY OF LOG1S11CS GROUP 559 AND FURTHER EVACUATED 10
HANOI.

5. WHEN ASKED CONCERNING HIS ENCYLEDGE OF OTHER WARTIME
CADRY WHO MIGHT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE INFORMATIOK REGARDING
INCIDENTS INVOLVING US PERSONNEL SCURCE RELATED THE
FOLLOWING:

A. LTC LE BA MINE, & CADRE PROM THE ENEMT PROSELTTING
DEPARTMENT (EFD)}, GENERAL POLITICAL DIRECTORATE (CPD) IN
BANO1 WHO WAS DETACHED TO WORK IN THE MEPO OF TRI THIEN
MR, MINE WAS IN CHARGE OF ALL US PERSONKEL CAPTURED IN

THE MR. LTC MINE RORMALLY ¥ORKED IN THE MR HQ LOCAIED.
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NEAR "A NGO" VILLAGE WEST OF A LUOI AND INSIDE LAOS. “L1C
MINA WAS A PROFICIENT ENGLISH SPEAXER. LTC MINH'S
CURRENT EMPLCTVENT STATUS AKD WHEREABQUTS IS5 UNKNO¥N TO
SOURCE, EUT SOURCY SPECULATIS HE IS RETIRYD AND RESLDES
IN HANOI.

E. LTC TEAN VAN TRUKG, A NATIVE CF HUONG DIEN
DISTRICT, THUA THLEN PROVINCE, WAS A CADRE OF THE
SORTHERN EPD DETACHED 10 WORK FOR 1HE TRI THIEN MR MEFO.
LTC TRUKG'S CURRENT EMPLOYENT STATUS AND WHEREABOUTS AHE
UNKNOWN TO SOURCE, BUT SOURCE SPECULATES HE 1S5 RETIRED
AND RESIDES IK HUE CI1T.

C. SR CPT GIAL, A NATIVE OF FHU VANG, WAS INITIALLY
ASSIGMLED TO THE TRI THIIN MR RECCNMAISSANCE UNIT, BUT
LATER TRANSFLRRED T0 THI MEPO. SOUACE BELIEVES SR CPT
GIAL IS CURRENTLY RETIRED AND RESIDES IN BO CHI nINH
CITI.

D. SR CPT HIEU (BIEEUS), A NATIVE OF BAC NINH, WAS A
CADRT FROM TEE NORTHERN IPD DETACHYD TO WORK WITH THE
TRI THIEN WR MIPO. SOURCF BIMLIEVES SR CPT HIEU 15 NOW
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RETINYD AND RESIDES INK HAKOL.

€. YVEEN ASXED IF HE PECALLED A CADRE NANED YU ¥AN HOI IN
THT PEPO, SOQURCE SAID RE COULD ONLY RECALL A CALRE NAMID
VO VAN HO (HOO). SCURCE SAID THE MAN HE KNEW AS 'HO WAS
ACIUALLY A SP COL AND THE POLITICAL COMMISSAR OF THE 4TH
REGIMENT. (NOTE: THE 4TH KEGT AXA GROUP 4/DOAN 4
NORHALLY OVERATED ALOM; 1HE BORDER BETWEEN QUANG NAM AND
THUA THTEN PROYINCES FROM THE BACH MA MOUNTAIN RANGE T0
A LUC1). SR COL HO 1S CURRENTLY ASSIGNED TO MILITARY
BIGICA 4 Ik THANE ROA PROVINCE. WHEN ASEED IF HE COULD
RECALL A CADRE NAMED PBAN BUAN (HUAANS), SOURCE SAID SR
CP1 FHAN HUAM WAS ASSIGNED TO THE TR1 THIEN MR MEPO
PURIRG TUE ¥AR, BUT SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO RECALL HIS
SPECIFIC DUYIES. SOURCE BELIEVES SR CPT HUAN IS NOY
RETIRED AND RESIDES IN HO CHI MIKB CITY. CONCERNING A
WARTIME CALRL NAMED BUI CHICH OR BUI CHINB, SOURCE SAID
ItE DID RECALL A CADRE NAMED BUI CHINH (CHINHS). SOURCE
SAID BUI CHINH YAS ASSIGNED Y0 A FOCD PRODUCTION CAMP
HOLDING ONLY AHY¥YN POY'S, THE CAMP WAS LOCATED IN THE
AREA OF A KGO YILLAGE, NREAR YHE TRI THMIEN MR HQ. SOURCE
SATD HE DID NOY RECALL BUI CHINH EYER BIING ASSIGNED 10
A CAMP 1IN NAM DONG OR THE KHE L“MOI AREA. SOURCE ALSO
DID NCT KNOW IF BUI CHINH WAS A NATIYY OF HUONG DIEN.
SOURCE EID NOT BECALL ANY CADAE NAMED LE MUON O ANY
SIMILAR NAME, SCURCE SAID HE WENT TO A PAYN BASE OF
GROUP 559 1IN THE LANG TA AREA OF LAOS AT LEAST ONCE
DURING 1HE WAR, BUT HE DI} NOT RECALL ANY CAHP FOR US
POX 'S LCCATED THERE.

7. COMHENT:

A. SOURCY WAS HEARING IMPAIRED YWAICH MADE IT EITREMELI
DIFFICULT TO CONDUCT THE INTERVIEY, SOURCE WAS YERY
NERYOUS THROUGHOUT THE INTERVIEY AND CONSTANTLY LOOCKED
TO THE ¥NCSMP CADRE FOR A NOD OF THE MEAD PRIOR 10
ANSWERINC QUESTIONS, SOURCE WAS NOT CONDUCIVE TO MAP
TRACKINC AND CLAIMED POOR RECALL DUE TC THYE TIME LAPSE.

B. SOURCE GA¥E THE IMPRESSION HE HAD LITTLE DIRECT
IKVOLVEMENT W1TH US POW'S AND WAS PROBABLY ASSIGNED TO
THE MEPC AS A COURIER/GUIDE LUE T0 THE FACT HE IS &
LOCAL NATIVE AND RESIDED AS A LECAL DURING THE ¥aR
TEAKS. S5CME OF 1HE WAR11KE CADRE IDENTIFIXD BY SOURCE
SHOULD BE ABLE TO PROYIDE INFORMATION CONCERING PRIORITY
DISCREPANCY CASES INVOLVING US PERSONNEL LAST XNOWN TO
BI IK THE CUSTODY OF PAYN FORCES 1K BOTH THE TRI THIEN
MH AND LOGISTICS GROUP 553 IN LAOS.
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