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UNCLASSIfIED ~064 MAR 93 

DIA PASS TO DOD PO~-~IA CENtRAL DOCUMENTATION ~rFICE 

SUBJ. JTfFA SPECIAL ASSISTANT TRIP TO 'IETNA~ 

1. JTFFA snCIAL ASSISTANt, ·Mi ~.2. BELL VISITED THE 
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SHV) DURIN~ THE prRIOD 3 
TO 19 MARCR 1993. ASSICNED COUNTERPART Fon THE TRIP WAS 
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL OEFENSr. (MND) RFP AND VUT~AMESE 
OFFICE FOR SEUINC .'lSSING PEllSONNEL (VNOSMP) DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR. ·LTC PRAM TEO. ALSO ACCOMPANYING WAS 'INISTRY 
OF THE INTERIOR REP. ~R N~UYr.N THE CONGo TEE FGLLOwING 
REPORT PROVIDYS A SU"MARY OF THE ACTIVITll:~ CO~DUCTED. 

2. ORAL !IISTORY INHRYlEWS. 

- A. FORMU MILITARY Rr.~ION NINE POW CAMP (TG3El ./ 
COMMANDER, a cpt IHlH· CIH _. SOURCE PROVIDED 
FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CGNClRHING NINFo US PO~S, INCLUDIHl 
ONi ESCAPF.E (HIFNO ~0~2 RO~I). THREE RELEASEES (0322 
PITZER, 0033 JOHNSON. 0384 JAC{SON). AND FIVE DIED-IN­
CAptl VI TT (0021 nRSACE. '0049 PAR~S. ·00l7 TADDS. 0086 
nun. AND ONE BLAC~ A~ERICAN POW rRANSFERRED FRO~ TO 
THE MR9 CAMP FROM TRA VINH VRO SOURCE COULD ONLY 
IDENTIFr AS "ROEAT"). SOURCr. ALSO PROVIDED ;ENERAL 
LOCATION INFORMATION CONCERNINl FOUR DIC BURIAL SITES, 
AND THE IDENTITlE,/CURRENT ~HFREABOUTS OF CAnR[ IIHO ¥tHE 
DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE BURIAL OF THESE FOUR OIC·S. 
SOURcr ~AS NOT ABLE TO PROVIDE INFORMATION CONC-HNIN; 
THE BURIAL OF THE FIFTH DI C (0021 V!RSACE). HCAUSE HE 
VAS TRANSFERRED BY SOURCE TO THE MRS PARTr COM~ITTEE 
(UU un, IN THE CUSrODY OF THE MILITARY PROSELHING 
SECTION (TG35). PRIOR TO RIS REPORTED DEATt,. (~OTE. 
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TECHNICAL MEETING TAL.ING POINTS REGARDING THi HEPORTRD 
, ADDITIONAL ~ITN£SSES AND Die BURIAL SITES VILL Bl 

FOR~A RorD SEPARATEL Y). 

-B. rORMER .ENEIIY PROSELYTING OHICE (EPO) POLICY SECTION ~ 
CHIEF. 'Hl! lilII Ttt __ • SOURCE PROVIDED LI~IrID 
INFORMATION CONClRNU~ THi ~ARTIME ORGANIZATION ~F THE 
IPO, SV~LAF. SOURCE CLAIMED NO FIRSTHAND CONTACT .ITH US 
PO~S PRIOR TO ·OPERATION BO~ECOMONG·, DUI TO HIS HIGH 
POSITION. SOURCE ALSO PROVIDED IDENTITIES/CURRENT 
LOCATIO~S OF ADDITIONAL CANDIDATES FOR INTERVIEW. (HOTI. 
SA RECOGNIZED SOURC~ AS ·SR COL BUI YAN TliANH", ·rBE 
D£PUTr BEAD OF THE PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY G~VIRNMiNT 
(PRG) DELEGATION FOR OPERATION RO~ICO~ING, VHO WJR~ED 
WITH SA IN HANOI DURING nUUARY AND MARCH 19'73) 

-C. FORMER EPO POLICY OFFICI DEPUTY CRIEF, LT~YN~ ~ 
INC CHUU, AU M'.et,AU lilY (7) CAl SOORCE CLAIMED 
KNOWLEDGE OF THREE POLITBURO DIRECTED WARTIME POW S~Ars 
WHICR OCCURRED PRIOR TO OPERATION HOIIECOMING. SOURCE 
ALSO CLAIMED KNOWLEoa or ONE US DESERTtR (NOLA~) AND 
T~O ULEASKES (8234 aA~SEr AND 1169 SCHRU~P). SOURCE 
PROVIDED thE IDENTITUS/ClIRRENT LOCATIONS OF OIBRR 
POTENTIAL CANDIDATES FOR INTERVIEW. 

-D. FORMER EPO CHIEF, ~3 '0.411 "Ill:. SOURcr PROVIDED ...... 
LIMITED INFORMATION CONCIRNINl THE ~ARTIMI EPO 
ORGANIZATION AND THE IDENTITIES/CURBENT LOCATIONS OF 
ADDITIONAl, CANDIDATES FOR INTERVIEW. SOURCE VOLUNTREUD 
TO ARRANG~ A MEETING ~ITH FORMIR PO~ CA~P CADRE IN ORDER 
TO LOCATE THE GRAVES OF US PERSONNEL WHO DIED IN 
CAPTIVITY. SOURCE REPOUED WARTIME SERVlOR IN l,lOS IN 
CONJUNCTION ~ITH HI S DUTIES AS THE CHIEF OF IHF ~ILlTARf 
PROSELYTIN~ SECTION OF THE NATIONAL REUNIFICATION 
COMMITTEE. OF WRICH VO DONG GIAN] (NOTR: REAL NI~E PRAM 
BA) HAS THE GENERAL SECRErARr. (NOTE: TECHNICAL ~nTl~G 
TALKING POINTS ADDRESSING ~G THOI'S OFFER TO AREANJ7. A 
MUTING ~ITH PERTINENT ~ABTIMr CADRE WILt BE FJR'ARUU 
SEPARATtLT) • 

-E. FORMER BPO DEPUTY POLlcr HCTION CHlEr PJIA~ PHI ..,/ 
LQNG, A~A ~U (6) Pit·~NG. SOURCE PROVIDED INFORMATION 
CONCERNING THE ~ARTIME ORGANIZATION OF THE SOUTariN EPO 
.AND CAMP SYSTrH. SOURCI ALSO PROVIDED THE IDENrUns AND 
CURRENT LOCATIONS OF ADDITIONAL CANDIDATES rOR 
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INTERVlIW. 
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-F. rORMER COM~AHDER OF INTER-CAMP "1", MI !ROONl HOYM!! / 
MAO, ~AU TU (4) TROON;), 'AU TU (ll MAO. SOORCE SAID BE 

U HAS INTERVIEWED PREVIOUSLY BY A US EUMENT IN HO CHI 
MINE CITY DORING 1992 AND RAD NOTHIN;) FURTRER CONCERNIN; 
os POWS TO ADD. SOURCE SAID INTER-CAMP "A" HAS LOCATED 

,~. IN TRY NINH PRoVINCE SOUTH OF HTU~ AND ABOUT ONE {M 
rROM THE M TUG nI Da DURING THE VAR. SOORCF DID 
PROVIDE THE IDENTITIES or ADDITIONAL CANDIDATES FOR 
INTERVIEW. SOORCE HAS EVASIVE CONCERN INa HIS p~sr-75 
DOTIES, ~AND VUEN SA INDICATED THAT INrOi~ATION AVAILABLE 
SOGGESTED Mi MAO'S ~PLOYMINT WITH TH~ INFORMAl ION AND 

\' CULTURE OFFICI COLLOCA~ID WITH THE ~Ol orrIC~ 'N DONG 
(SOl STREET IN BO cal MINH CITT. HE ~OULD ONLY SAY THAT 
HE SAS PREVIOOSLY ASSIGNED TO THE MILITARY PR05ELTTIN. 

\ ~ OFfICE. 

-G. rORMER no POLICT HCTlON CADRE NGOUN Il'AU. 'AU BAf 
(7) DAU. SOORCE REPORTED THE PRESENCE OF FOOR OS POYS IN 
A CAMP DESIGNATED INUR"TUM (LIEN DOl) "B" rR~~ 1957 TO 
1969. SOURCE SAID HE BAS TRANSFERRED TO THE CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATION srCTION.IN MID-lg69. A~D THY YOUR US paws 
VERE LEFT IN THE COSTODY OF TaE DEPUIY POLITICAL 
OFFICER. SOORCE ALSO PROVIDED THE IDENTITIES/CURR!NT 
LOCATIONS OF POTENTIAL CANDIDATES FOR INTFRVIIW. 

-8. FORHER EPO CADRE SR COL K.urtw OONG~tl~' SaORC! 
REPORTED TBE BORIAL or ONE AM,RICAN KIA (NOTE. PjSS 
RErNO e032 TALLEY) DORISJ A FIREfI}HT WHICH OCCORRED IN 
THE ARIA WIST OF LOC NINH BRID'! (~T 3963) DURIN, LATE 
196~. SOURCE ALSO REPORTrD THE CAPTURE or THREt 

AMERICANS DORING THE ~ATTLE OF BINH 3IA IN DECE'BER 1.54 
(NOTE. REf NOS ge49 BENNETT AND CRAFTS AND 0~50 C~Oi). 
SOURCE SAID AN ARTIST, ~R BUTNK P~UONG DON1. ~Ar BAV. 
PAINTED PORTRAITS Of THE CAPTuaED A~ERICANS. ACC~RDINJ 
TO SOURCE. HR DONG WILL HE DEPARTING VIRTNA~ F~R TBE US 
SHORTLY ON A CULTORAL TOUR. SOURCE ALSO REPORTID THE 
CAPTURE OF A US SOLDIER NORTH OF LOC NINH IN RINK LONG 
PROVINCE DORING 196? THI WOONDED AMERICAN HAS 
TRANSFERRED TO THE H2 POSPITAL OF TBJIi HQ. SVNI,H. HA 
"MIEN". SOURCE Dr.SCRIBEO THE MAN AS A TALL CAUCASIAN 
FROM THE toLST lIRB06NE DIV. SOORCE ALSO REPORTED THE 
CAPTURE OF 1 CAOCASIAN AMERICAN M!MBiR OF THl US ttTH 
ACR WEST or QOAN LOI,~ BINH LON; DURIN. 19E9. SOURCE SAlV 
THE WOONDED SOLDIER HAS TRANSfERRED BY rRE VC .TF. DIV TO 
THE K71 KOSPITAJ. WHERE H! WAS TREAUD AND LATER SWAPPED 
AT TAE VI rTNAM-CAM!ODIA B06DER FOR COMMUNIST PRISOHFR 
"NGOnN QUANG VUNG" DURINl 1972. SOURCI ALSO PROVID!D 
THE IDENTITIES/CURRENT LOCATIONS OF ADDITIONAL INTERVIEW 
CANDIDATES. 

-I. FORMER LONG [HANH PROVINCE MILITARf PRosrLITING 
CADRE HOUYEH HONG CHAU. AKA THAN CRAO' SOURCE PROVIDED 
fiRSTHAND INFORMATION C~NCERNING THE CAPTORt Of ryo 
AMERICANS DURING THE BATTLE or BINB GIFT IN 1954. BOTH 
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AMERICANS ~ERt ~OVtD ALONG A COMMO-LIAISON RourE ACROSS 
QL20 AND TORNED OVTa TO HI. HER AUTHORITIES. SOORCE AL~O 
REPORTED THE CAPTUU or ONE A~ERICAN no BFCA.~E tOST 
WHILE WALKING ON QLL IN THE UEA or Tar FOR~ER ASVN BrH 
DIV BASKCAMP 4 NEAR ~UAN LOC SOHETIMl DURIN} TBE HID-
1969'S. THE MAN HAS EVACUATED ACROSS Qt20. BUT SOUHCE 
BEARD THE ~AN ESCAPED BFrORE HE COOLD BE TURNED "VIR TO 
HIGHER AUTHORITIES. SOURCE REPORTED THAT ONE OTHER OS 
POW CAPTORED IN THE SA RIFT AREA PAS ALSO EVACUATED 
ACROSS ~L2~. ALSO DUdlNG TRE ~ID-19r,~'S. a,T SOURC~ DID 
NOT REAR ABOUT TRE DISPOSITION OF TffE MAN. SOURCE ALSO 
PROVIDED INFORMATION CO~CERNINJ EVACUATION HOUfES FOR US 
POWS AND THE IDENTITIES/CUHRENT LOCATIONS or ADDITIONAL 
INTERVIEV CANDIDATES. 

-J. THE FORMER HC tAC PROVINCE pART{ COMMUTEE t. t' V 
SECRETARY, 11K NG!lfE* KII\\OTI-. SOURCE PROVIDED LI~ITED 
INFORMATION CONCERNIN' THE CAPTURE OF ONE A~ERICAN 
fEMALE AND TWO MAtf~ PFRSONNEL FROM THE BUON EA ANA 
LEPROSARIUM DORIN~ 1952; (NOTE' REFN00~11 VI!.TTI. 
GERUR, AND MITCHELl.). SOORCE PROVIDFD THE NAMES AND 
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CURRINT LOCATIONS or rORMER CADRE WHO WiRE ASSI~NED TO 
DAC LAC PROVINCE AND ~ILITAnr RE~IONS SIX ANP SEV!N 
DURING THE WAR. SOURCE ALSO PROVlDf,O THE NAMK AND 
ADDRESS OF A WARTI~r CADRE WHO HE BELIEVES CAN PROVIDE 
ASSISTANCE IN LOCATIN] COMMO-LIAISON ST~TIO" T-9 or MRS 
IN CAMBODIA, YRIRE HFNO 1318 (OLSEN, BITTI ANN) WAS 
REPORTEDLr BURIED. (NOU. A TRI-LATERAL TEC~NI=AL 
MUTINl TALUNC POINr RECARDINl CASE l~la WILL BE 
FORWARDED SEPARATELY). 

3. INTERVIEWS REGARDlhC PRIVATE CITIZENS REPORTEDLY IN 
POSSESSION OF US REMAINS' 

- A. IN CONJUNCTION WITH DET 2 REP, -SSGT NEWrLL, -SA 
INTERVIEWED SII PRIVATE CITIZENS REPORTEDLY IN 
POSSESSION or US Rr.~AINS. ALL PERSONNEL INT~RVIEWED 
lITHER CLAIMED NO !N).LEDJ~ OF US REMAINS, OR THAT TilEr 
WERE MEREEr ACTING AS IhTERr.EDIARIlS FOB OTHERS WHO 
ACTUALLY !lAVE POSSESSION OF THE REMAINS. AT LEAS! ONE OF 
THE WITNESSES DID PROVlDr THE NAME AKD ADDRESS OF A HUE 
RESIDENT WHO IS REPORTEDLY KEEPING BEHAINS ASSOCIATED 
WITH AN UNRESOLHD CASE IN THI R HOME. {NOn, A 
TECHNICAL MEETING TALKING POINT RE1ARDING THIS CASE 
(RErNO 1146) WILL BE FOnVABDED SEPARATELY). 

- B. THE HO CHI MINH CITI TASr TEAM INTRODUCED ftO IOUN1 
MEN, INCLUDING ONE WHO CLAIMED TO HAn srRHD AS A PAYN 
SOLDIF.R IN CA~BODIA. WHO PROVID~D HEARSAY INFOR~ATION 
CONCERNING A GROUND INCIDENT, WHICH OCCURhED IN THE AN 
LAO VALLEY (NOTF' FORMER PUN ~RD DIV HA HLLOW STAR 
OPERATIONAL AREA) IN NORTHERN BINH DINH PROVINcr DURING 
1967. THIS INFORMATION WAS OETAINED fROM A RETIRED PAYN 
SOLDln NOW RrSIDING IN NINH BINa. THE INFORMATION 
PROVIDED POSSIBLY CORRELATrs TO CASE 0242, WHI:H IS AN 
UNRESOLVED CASE INVOLVING THIlU AMERICANS LOST DURIN. A 
GROUND INCIDENT. TH! TW? MEN INTEHVIEWED SHUD rHEY 
DECIDED TO COME ronABD WITH THEIR I~rORMATION una 
READING AN ARTICLE IN A LOCH NEYSPAPAER I:.DICATINl THAT 
A LOCAL RESIDENT WAS REWARDED BY THE SRY GCHRNMFN'f WHEN 
Hll TURNED IN US R&~AINS TO THE AUTHORITIES. (NOT!;, A 
TrCHNICAL MUTIN~ TALKING POINT REGARDING mls CAS! WILL 
BE fORWARDED SEPARATELY). 
4. COMMENTS, 

- A. THE COOPERATION or VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS .AS 
EXCELLENT. BOTH ASSI~NED C~UNTEHPARTS MADE. SINJERE 
EFFORT TO LOCATE INTERVIEW SUBJgCTS AND MAKE TdEM 
AVAILABLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PREVIOUSLY AGRE~D UPON 
weaK SCHEDULE. THE PROVI~CE/CITT TASK TEAMS AL,O MAD;' 
SERIOUS EFFORTS TO PRnlnE CHAN, QUIET FACILrrnS 
CONDUCIVE TO Tar INTERVIEW PROCESS. 

- B. PROBLEM ARUS ENCOUNTTR~D DURING THE INURilEW 
SESSIONS W~Rl TYPICAL CONSIDERI~} THE Ans AND PHYSICAL 
CONDITION or THE SUBJECTS, -(I.E.IMPAlRJ:D HFUIN~, ·POOH 
VISION, MEMORI LOSS. AND GENERAL UEBLINFSS). THE 
ACCO~PANYING CADBE MADE FREQUENT BUT SUBTLE CO~MENTS 
ADDRESSING THEIR CONCER~ THAT THEIR RETIRED SE~IOR CADRr 
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BE TUATFD '11TH SENSITIVIty AND RESPECT, ·CO.~MENSURATE 
'11TH THEIR POSITION AND CONTRIBUTION TO THE WAf. FrFORT. 
SA BELIEVES BOTH CENTRAL AND LOCAL CADRE WERt sATlsnrD 
WITH THE CONDUCT Of THE INTERVIEWS IN THIS REGARD. 

- C. TRE PROVINCE VICE-CHAlg~AN IN {lEN 'IA~~ ASKID SA 
TO PASS ON TO THE US. Tn APPRECIATION OF THE PEOPLE or 
THi PROVINCE rOR THF US ~OVERNMENT SPONSORED HEALTH CARl 
PROJECT RECENTLY INITIAtED THERE. Tn OFFICIALS IN (II:N 
GIANG, BEN TR!, AND CAN THO AL L EXPRESS ED ROFF roJi. A 
RAPID LIFTING or THE ECONOMIO' E~~AP'GO AND EARLY 
NORMALIZATION OF REtUIONS ~ETnEN Tn U.S. AND VIfTNA~. 
THE DEPUTY CONSULAR AFFAIRS orrlC'R AND SENIOR POW/MIA 
POINT OF CONTACT IN rnE SOUTHERN PART OF THE COQNTRY, Hi 
BUI DAC TAM, SAID HI ULUVES IT IS tiME FOR ·fRE USG TO 
MA(£ A DECISION AS T) HOV TO PROCEED WITH RESOVLIN~ 'Hi 
MIA ISSU!. MR TAM SAID THAT IN HIS OPINIOh, THE US 'IltL 
NEED TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE VERY QUIC~LI ~ITH THE LAR~E 
NUMBER OF PERSONNEL ~OW INVOLVED, OR BE RESOlVfD TO 
APPRESS THE ISSUE GRADUALLY OVER A PROLON~ED PERIOD Of 
TIME WITH ONLI A SMALL NUMBER or ELPiRTS. tift TA~ SAI~ 
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THE alCENT tAR~1 INfLUI or us MILITARY PERSONNEL CREATED 
,) A DOMESTIC POLITICAL PROBLEM WHICH CANNOT BE TOLERATED 

INDEFINITELY. ASSIGNtD COUNTERPART LTC PRAM TEO OFFERED 
THE OPINION THAT TBE CENTaAL GQVEaNHENT WILL BE WILLINJ 

U TO ACCIPT A LABG! SCALI MILITARY PRF.SENCE I'OR tHt NUH 
FUTURI. BUT HE BILIIVES IT UNWISE FOi TBI US TJ SE~D 

'~ i:~G~A~~H~~~i.O~IT:~~~SH~OA:gYHi:ai~g~~~Rcg~~~i~g:sAlAVI 
BEEN ABLF TO DEFLECT caITICISM THUS FAR, RUT INCRF.ASIN' 
CONCERN EXPRESSED BY TBi NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND TRE 

'-' nOPLE IN THE PROVINCES, DO! TO Tn LARGIL INCREAlt IN 
ACTIVITIES, IS MAKINJ THE CENTRAL JOVERNMENT P~SITION or 
SUPPORT FOR IJS urOBTS INcnASINHr TENUOUS. 

- D. ANOTHIR POINT RAISJD BY THE CENTRAL CADRE WAS THE 
ISSUE OF THE RECENTLY PUBLICIZED POSSIBILITY 01 UNITJD 
NATIONS SICURITY CONCIL ~IMBERSHIP FOR JAPAN AND 
GERHANY. THJ CADRE EXPRESSID THEIR 'lEW THAT rHE MOVE IS 
ONLY BIING CONSIDiRED BECAUS~ JAPAN AND GERMANY 
CURRENTLY CONTROL THi WORLD'S WEALTH. THEY ALSO SEEMED 
TO BELIEVE THAT SUCR ME~~ERSH!P BI JaPAN AND GEa~ANY 
WOULD BE BENEFICIAL rOR VIETNAM, DUF TO THE CURRENT lOO~ 
BELATIONS or VIETNAM WITH BOTH COUNTRIES, THUS IN TallIR 
OPINION ENHANCING THEIR POTtNTIAL rOR ACCESS T~ 
INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS. LTC PHA~ TEO, 
HOWIfFR. 'SAID THAT AS A RULIST, Hi PIaSONHLY COULD NOT 
SEl THI USG AGRUING TO A DECISION OBVIOUSLY NOT U IT'S 
OWN BEST INURES!, EXPIClALLY "HEN SOCH A DECISION IS 
IRREVERSlBU. 

BT 
'1585 

NNNN 

4/4 DNCLASSIFIED CJTF-rADETONEPA ~11585/~i 

I • 




