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RHKS/1. REF A DOCUMENTS AN INTERVIEW WITH SR COL NGUYEN CONG é —
TRUNG (SOURCE), FORMERLY ASSIGNED TO AN ENEMY PROSELYTING TEAM
ASSIGNED TO THE HEADQUARTERS, SOUTH VIETNAM LIBERATION ARMED
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FORCES. INITIAL ANALYSIS OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN REF A
INDICATES PROBABLE CORRELATIONS TO REFNOS 0032, 0048, 0050, 1277

AND 1480, A RESOLVED CASE. F4 [3 AlJ
2. IN PARA THREE OF REF A, SOURCE DESCRIBED A NOVEMBER 1963 CY TO r €.

BATTLE WHICH ALLEGEDLY OCCURRED NEAR BAU CAU VILLAGE, XT3163, TAY
NINH PROVINCE. THE SOURCE CLATMED THAT TWO AMERICAN ADVISORS AND
NUMEROUS SOUTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS WERE KILLED IN THE BATTLE.
U.S. FORCES RECOVERED THE BODY OF ONE OF THE AMERICANS AND LOCAL
VILLAGERS ALLEFGEDLY BURITT THE BODY OF THE OTHER MIERFICAN SOLDIER
NEAR BAU BAC VILLAGE (UNLOCATED), TAY NINH PROVINCE. ANALYSIS
INDICATES A POSSIBLE CORRELATION TO REFNO 6032,

A.  REFNO 0032: ON 18 JUNE 1864, CAPTAIN THOMAS I. LEDBETTERIPNPD
SPECTALIST FOUR JAMES L. TALLEY WERE ADVISORS TO A MONTAGNARD
STRIKE FORCE ON A COMBAT PATROL IN EASTERN TAY NINH PROVINCE.

THE STRIKE FORCE ENGAGED A HOSTILE FORCE TN THE VICINITY OF GRID
COORDINATES XT325653, APPROXIMATELY SEVENTEEN KILOHETERS

NORTHEAST OF TAY NINH CITY AND FIVE KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF SUOT
DA VILLAGE, TAY NINKH PROVINCE, VIETNAM. DURING THE ENSUING
BATTLE, SPECIALIST TALLEY REQUESTED A HELICOPTER TO EVACUATE
CAPTAIN LEDBETTER, WHO HAD BEEN WOUNDED. THE HELICOPTER CREW
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FATLED TO LOCATE ANY STIGN OF THE TWO AMERICANS. KHOSTILE ACTIVITY
SUBSEQUENTLY FORCED THE STRIKE FORCE TO ABANDON THE AREA. <.
BETWEEN 20 AND 26 JUNE 1964, A GROUND TEAM SEARCHED THE BATTLE
AREA, RECOVERING THE BODY OF ANOTHER AMERICAN ADVISOR. THE -
SEARCH TEAM FAILED TO LOCATE ANY SIGNS OF CAPTAIN LEDBETTER AND
SPECTALIST TALLEY. CAPTAIN LEDBETTER AND SPECTALIST TALLEY ARE
UNACCOUNTED FOR.

B, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE MONTH AND YEAR, THE EVENTS
DESCRIBED BY THE SOQURCE CLOSELY MATCH THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS
ASSOCTIATED WITH REFNO 0032, JTF-FA FILES INDICATE REFNO 0032 WAS
THE ONLY GROUND LOSS INCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED WITHIN TEN KILO-
METERS OF BAU CAU VILLAGE (XT3163) DURING 15863 OR 1964.

3. JN PARA FOUR OF REF A, THE SOURCE RECALLED A BATTLE WHICH
ALLEGEDLY OCCURRED MNEAR XOMN SON VILLAGE (YS5571), BA RIA-VUNG TAU
PROVINCE DURING NOVEMBER (1864). NE SAID THAT DURING THE BATTLE
ONE AMERICAN ADVISOR TO THE 4TH ARVN MARINES WAS CAPTURED. THE
CAPTURED AMERICAN HAD SUFFERED A LEG WOUND. THE SOURCE ALSO SATD
THAT DURING THE CONTINUED FIGHTING NEAR XUAN SON UILLAGE, TWO
AMERICAN ADVISORS TO THE 33RD ARVN RANGERS WERE CAPTURED. ALL
THREE PRISONERS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY TURNED OVER TO AN ESCORT TEAM
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FROM THE CENTRAL OFFICE FROM SOUTH VIETNAM (COSWNI., ANALYSIS
INDICATES PROBABLE CORRELATIONS TQ REFNOS 0049 AND REFNG 0050.

A,  REFNQ 00489: ON 239 DECEMBER 1964, SERGEANT HARGLD G. BENNETT
AND PRIVATE CHARLES E. CRAFTS WERE ADVISORS TO THE 33RD ARVN
RANGER BATTALION DURING AN OPERATION NEAR BINH GIA VILLAGE, SOUTH
YIETHM. THE BATTALION ENGAGED A HOSTILE FORCE NEAR GRID
COORDINATES YS5489755, APPROXIHATELY FIVE KILOMETERS EAST GF AINH
GTA VILLAGE AND THREE KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF XUAN SON VILLAGE,
BA RIA-VUNG TAU PROVINCE, VIETNAM. ODURING THE BATTLE, NATIONAL
LIBERATION FRONT FORCES CAPTURED SERGEANT BENNETT AND PRIVATE
CRAFTS. THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT RELEASED PRIVATE CRAFTS ON
23 FEBRUARY 1967. UPON HIS CONTROL TO MILITARY CONTROL, PRIVATE
CRAFTS SAID THAT ON 2B MAY 1965, WHILE MOVING TO A NEW CAMP,
GUARDS TOLD HIM THAT THEY HAD KILLED SERGEANT BENNETT BECAUSE HE
WAS UNABLE TO TRAVEL., PRIVATE CRAFTS ESTIMATED THEIR LOCATION TO
BE IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATED YS550730, APPROXIMATELY
SIX KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF BINH GIA, BA RIA-VUNG TAU PROVINCE.
ON 25 JUNE 1965, A HANQI RADIQ BROADCAST ANNOUNCED THAT SERGEANT
BENNETT HAD BEEN EXECUTED IN REPRISAL FOR THE EXECUTION OF A
COMMUNIST TERRORIST. IN JANUARY 1873, THE PROVISIONAL
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REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT Of SOUTH VIETNAM RELEASED A DIED-IN-
CAPTIVITY LIST WHICH INDICATED THAT SERGEANT BENNETT OIED IN JUNE
1965. SERGEANT BENNETT IS UNAGGCOUNTED FOR.

B, REFNO 0050: ON 31 DECEMBER 13964, CAPTAIN DONALD G. COOK WAS
AN ADVISOR TO THE 4TH ARVN MARINE BATTALION DURING A BATTLE IN
THE VICINITY OF GRID COOROINATES YS495775, NEAR BINH GIA VILLAGE,
BA RIA-VUNG TAU PROVINCE, VIETNAM. ARVN MARINES REPORTED THAT
CAPTAIN COOK WAS WOUNDED IN THE LEG AND WAS LED AWAY BY VIET CONG
FORCES. RETURNEES REPORTED THAT CAPTAIN COOK WAS HELD AT VARIQUS
PRISON CAMPS LOCATED IN TAY NINH AND DONG HAI PROVINCES. ONE
RETURNEE REPORTED THAT A BUARD TOLD HIM CAPTAIN COOK AIED OF
MALARTA IN DECEMBER 1367 WHILE BEING MOVED BETWEEN CAMPS IN
NORTHEASTERN TAY NINH PROVINCE., CAPTAIN COQK'S NAME APPEARED ON
THE DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY LIST RELEASED BY THE PROVISIONAL
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM. THE LIST INDICATED
CAPTAIN COQGK DIED OGN 8 DECEMBER 1967. GAPTAIN COOK IS
UNACCOUNTED FOR.

C. THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE CQRRELATES WELL WITH
THE EVENTS CONCERNING THE BATTLE QF BINH GIA AND THE
CITRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ASSQCIATED WITH REFNOS 0045 AND 0050. THE
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SOURCE ACCURATELY PROVIDED THE NUMBER AND RACE OF THE AMERICANS
KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN CAPTURED AT BINH GIA AND COQRRECTLY IDENTIFIED
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE UNITS INVOLVED IN THE BATTLE. THE SOQURCE'™S
DESCRIPTION OF THE PHYSICAL CONDITION OF THE GARTIVES IS
CONSISTENT WITH BATTLEFIELD REPORTING CONCERNING THESE TWQ LOSS
INCIDENTS. IN HIS POST-CAPTURE DEBRIEF, PRIVATE CRAFTS (REFNO
0049) REPORTED THAT CAPTAIN COOK (REFNG 0050) JOINED SERGEANT
BENNETT (REFNQ 0049) AND HIM IN A POW CAMP IN JANUARY 1965, WHICH
INDICATES THE SQURCE COULD WELL HAVE MET THE THREE CAPTIVES
SHORTLY AFTER THE BATTLE AS HE CLAIMED IN THE INTERVIEW.

4. PARA FIVE OF REF A DETAILS SQURCE'S RECOLLECTION OF A 1867
BATTLE INVOLVING ELEMENTS OF THE 1018ST AIRBORNE DIVISION WHICH
QCCURRED NEAR "HILL 24™. POSSIBLY LOCATED NEAR GRID COOQRDINATES
XU773147, SONG BE PROVINCE. THE SQURCE SAID THAT DURING THE
FIGHTING, HIS UNIT CAPTURED ONE AMERICAN SOLDIER. THE SOLOIER
WAS SERIOUSLY WOUNDED AND SUBSEQUENTLY DIED. ANALYSIS INDICATES
A POSSIBLE CORRELATION TO REFNG 1277,

A. REFNQ 1277: ON 12 SEPTEMBER 1968, SERGEANT EARL E. SHARK WAS
THE POINT MAN FOR WIS INFANTRY UNIT ON A RECONNAISSANCE IN FORCE
e
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BE PROVINCE, VIETNAM. WITNESSES REPORTED THAT SERGEANT SHARKLUA&
WOUNDED IN THE BATTLE. DUE TO THE INTENSITY OF THE KOSTILE F

SERGEANT SHARK'S UNIT WAS FORCED TOQ WITHDRAW. LEAVING SERGEANﬁﬁvTO r4(ﬂ £3€2L[

SHARK BEHIND. SEARCKHERS RETURNED TO THE BATTLEFIELD TWO DAYS
LATER AND FAILED TO LOCATE SERGEANT SHARK BUT DID FIND HIS HELMET
AND PART OF HIS CANTEEN. IN 1872, A VIEY CONG RALLIER, WHO
ALLEGEDLY PARTICIPATED IN THE BATTLE NEAR LOC NINK, SAID THAT HE
HAD SEEN A WOUNDED AMERICAN SOLDIER, ALLEGEDLY CAPTURED IN THE
BATTLE AT LOC NINH, BEING TREATED AT A VIET CONG NOSEITAL.
ACCORDING TO THE RALLIER, THE HOSPITAL WAS POSSIBLY LOCATED IN
TRE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES XUB34246, ONE-HALF KILOMETER
FROM THE VIETNAM-CAMBODIA BORDER IN KRACHEHWH PROVINCE, CAMBODIA.
THE RALLIFR SAID THAT THE WOUNDED AMERICAN SUBSEQUENTLY DIED AND
WAS BURIED IN THE VICINITY OF THE HOSPITAL. SERGEANT SHARK'S
NAME WAS ON THE LIST OF PRISONERS WHO DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY RELEASED
BY THE PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM IN
1873. THE DATE OF DEATH WAS LISTED AS SEPTEMBER 196B. SERGEANT
SHARK IS UNACCOUNTED FOR.

B. JTF-FA FILES INDICATE REFNO 1277 IS THE ONLY GROUND LOSS
INCIDENT INVOLVING AN UNACCOUNTED FOR INDIVIDUAL WHICH OCCURRED
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WITHIN FIFTEEN KILOMEYERS OF "HILL 24" (XUP73147) DURING 1867 OR
1968. THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE WOUNDS ALLEGEDLY SUFFERED BY THE
CAPTURED AMERICAN AND HIS SUBSEQUENT DEATH AT A HOSPITAL JUST
OVER THE BORDER INSIDE CAMBODIA ARE CONSISTENT WITH PREVIOUS
REPORTING ASSOCTIATED WITH REFNO 1277, THE SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION
OF THE ALLEGED PRISONER, I.E. "BIG, BUT MUSCULAR,™ IS NOT
CONSISTENT WITH PERSONAL DATA CONCERNING SERGEANT SHARK, JTF-FA
FILES INDICATE SERGEANT SHARK WAS 65 INCHES TALL AND WEIGHED 144
POUNDS, THE INCONSISTENCIES IN THE PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE
ALLEGED CAPTURED AMERICAN AND THE YEAR OF OCCURRENCE LIMIT THIF
CORRELATION TO ONLY POSSIBLE.

5. PARA SIX OF REF A RELATES THE SOURCE'S INTERROGATION OF AN
ALLEGED AMERICAN PRISONER WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED DURING A 18968
BATTLE WEST OF QUANG LQI AIRFIELD (XT8180). THE SOURCE REPORTER
THE CAPTURED AMERICAN SOLDIER, ASSIGNED TOU THE 131TH AIR CAVALRY
REGIMENT, WAS A CREWHMEHMBER ON AN ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIER. HE
SAID THE CAPTURED SOLDIER WAS EVENTUALLY RELEASED IN THE EARLY
1870'8 IN A PRISONER SWAP WITH THE AMERICAN GOVERNHENT. ANALYSIS
OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDED INDICATES A PROBABLE CORRELATION TO
REFNG 1480, A RESOLVED CASE, )
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A. REFND 1480: ON 12 AUGUST 19639, SPECIALIST FOUR JOHN C.
SEXTON, A MEMBER OF THE 11TH AIR CAVALRY REGIMENT, WAS REPORTEL
MISSING WHILE ON A COMBAT OPERATION IN THE VICINITY OF GRID
COORDINATES XT710830. VIETNAMESE FORCES CAPTURED SPECIALIST
SEXTON AND RELEASED HAIN IN QCTOBER 1571.

8. THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE SQURCE CORRELATES WELL WITH
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ASSOCIATED WITH REFNG 1480. THE SOURCE
CORRECTLY IDENTIFIED SPECTALIST SEXTON™S UNIT OF ASSIGNMENT, THAT
HE WAS A CREW MEMBER ON AN ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIER, THAT HE WAS
WOUNDED IN THE BATTLE AND THAT HE WAS RELEASED IN A PRISONER
SWAP. JTF-FA FILES INDICATE REFNO 1480 WAS THE ONLY GROUND LOSS
INCIDENT INVOLVING AN UNACCOUNTED FOR INDIVIDUAL WHICH OCCURRED
WITHIN FIFTEEN KILOMETERS OF QUANG LOI AIRFIELD (XT8130) DURING
1969 OR 197¢.

6. PARA 89C OF REF A DISCUSSES SOURCE'S RECOLLECTIONS CONCERNING
A VIETNAMESE ARTIST, HUYNH PHUONG DONG, WHO HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TQ
THE SOURCE'S AREA OF OPERATIONS DURING THE WAR. SOURCE INDICATED
IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT MR. DONG SKETCHED PORTRAITS OF AMERICAN
PRISONERS OF WAR CAPTURED IN THAT AREA.

7. JTF-FA FILES CONTAIN REFERENCES (DIA SOURCES) TO SIX
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VIETNAMESE ARTISTS WHO WERE ALLEGEDLY COMMISSIONED BY THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE TO RECORD THE WAR FOR POSTERITY, WHICH POSSIBLY
INCLUDED MAKINC SKETCHES OF AMERICAN PRISONERS. JTF-FA FILES
CONTAIN NO DRAWINGS, SKETCHES OR PORTRAITS OF AMERICAN PRISONERS
OF WAR. DIA/BW-MIA MAY HAVE FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING THE
EXISTENCE OF POSSIBLE PORTRAITS OF CAPTURED AMERICANS.

A. JTF-FA FILES DQ NOT CONTAIN THE PHOTOGRAPH OF A LIVE AMERICAN
CAUCASIAN PRISONER CAPTURED DURING THE BATTLE OF BINH GIA IK 13964
REFERRED TR IN PARA 3G OF REF A ’

B. FOR CDRPERSCOM/TARPC-PED-P AND CMC/MHP-10: THIS EVALUATION IS
PROVIDED FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION. SANITIZED CORIES OF REF A WILL
BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY.
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