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DIA PASS TO DOD POW-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMENTATION JFFICE
SUBJs SRV ORAL BRISTORY, LTC HUYNH EBAC CHIEQ

REF: DET 1, JTF-FA M53 23@355% MAR B3

1. REF WAS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED IN
VIETNAM BY JTF-Fa SPECIAL ASSISTANT, ‘MR G.E. BELL, -DURINZ
THE PERIOD 3 TO 19 MARCH 1983, PARA 2C OF REF REFERS TO
LTC HUYNH KBAC CHIEU, THE FOLLOWING REPORT PROVIDES TEE
DETAILS OF THE INTERVIEW CONDUCTED WITH LTC CHIEU, THE
INTERYIEW WAS MONITORED BY ASSIINED COUNTERPART AND
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE (MND) REP, LTC PHAM TEQ, AND
MINISTRY OF THY INTERIOH (MOI) REP, MR NGUYEN THE CON3,
REPEESENTIHG TE® BEN I[hF PROVINCE PEOPLE’S COMMITTEE WERE
VICE-CHAIRMAN, MR MAI SON, THE GEMERAL SECRETARY OF THE
PHOVINCE CGNFERENCE (HOI NGHI TINH), MR PAAM DI CU, PUBLIC
SECURITY REP MK DO RUU TAM, AND FXTERNAL AFFAIRS REP MS LE
THANH TRANG.

2, LTC HUYNH KHAC CHIEU, AKA LE CA, AKA BAY (7) CA, -A 70
YEAR OLD MATIVE OF BEN TRE, HAS INTERVIEWED IN BEN THE
CITY ON 7 MAHCH 1993, SOURCE SAID HE REIROUPED TO NORTH
VIETNAM IN 1955 AND A5 ASSIGNED TO THE 3Z0TH DIV.

SOURCE RETURNED TO SOUTH VIETNAM DURING 1862 AFTER THE
SVNLAF WERE FORMED AS THE MILITARY ARM OF THE NATIONAL
LIDERATION FRONT, AFTER ARRIVING IN TAY NINA PROVINCE,
SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED AS A DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE POLICY
DEPARTMENT, HQ SOUTH VIETNAM LIBERATION AEMED FORCES
{SYNLAF) . SOURCE'S SUPERVISOR #AS MAJ BUI THANH NGON, THE
POLICY OFFICE CHIEY. WHEN MAJ N3ON HETURNED TO HANOI
SOMETIME DURING THE LATE 1660°S, RE WAS REPLACED AS POLICY
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OFFICE CRIEF BY LE HOA. SOURCE RECALLED THEAT LI AOA WAS A
NATIVE OF NORTHEAN VIETNAM WHO DIED DUE TO ILLNESS AFTER
THE WAR ENDED. (SEE COMMENT PARA BB BELOW REZARDING LE,
HOA). OTHER DECEASED CADRE RECALLED BY SOURCE INCLUDEs:
INTIRPRETER DUONG, AN EXCELLENT ENGLISH SPEAZER; 0T RUE,
A FAIR ENGLISH SPEALER WHO WAS DEPUTY COMMANDER OF INTER-
CAMP "A”, UT HUE WAS KIA DURING 1967§ NAM {(5) LOC, A
NATIVE BA HIA-VUNG TAD AND THE CHIKF OF THE EPD. NAM LUC
SUPERVISED POW EXCHANIES WITH THE US AND GVN. HE WAS
KI%LED DURING AN AIR ATTACK A FEW YEARS BEFORE THE UAH
ENDEL.

3., IN RIS POSITION OF DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE POLICY OFPICE.
SOURCE REVIEWED INTERROGATION REPORTS TO ASSESS [THE
KNOWLEDGEABILITY AND ATTITUDES QF US POW"S. SOURCE WAS'
REQUIRED TO SUBMIT EVALUATION RIPORTS T0 THE POLITICAL,
DEPARTMENT IN OHDER TO FORM THE BASIS FOR RECOYMENDATIONS
FOR EARLY RELEAST OR EXCHANGE FOR US POW’S WHO WERE
CONSIDERED "PROGRESSIVE". SOQURCE RECALLED THAT THERE U!RB
THREE SEPARATE EXCHANGES OF US POW'S FOR COMMUNIST PO¥W'S,

'ALL THREE EXCHANGFS WERE DIRECTED BY THE POLITBURO IH’

HANOI. SOURCE SAID HE COULD NOT RECALL ANY SPECIFIC
DETAILS CONCERNING THE EXCHANGES BECAUSE EE WAS NOT
DI RECTLY INUOLUED AND ONLY MADE RECOMMENDATIONS AS T0
WAICR POW'S EAD THE PROPER ATTITUDE. SOURCE WAS NOT
INVOLYED IN SELECTIN3 TRR LOCATIONS OR TIMES OF TRE
EXCHANGES,

4, QCCASSIONALLY SOURCE WENT T0 MEET WITH US POW’'S IN
ORDER TO DISCUSS KOTED DISCREPANCIES IN THEIR
INTERROGATION REPORTS, OR TO HAVE DIRECT CONTACT WITH THEM
TO INSURE H® HAD PROPIRLT EVALUATED THEJRB ATTITUDE, SOURCE
MET WITH A BLACK AMERICAN CALLED "NOLAN™ (I.E. REFNO 9958)
ON ONE OCCASSION. SOURCE AEARD FROM NOLAN TBAT HE ESCAFPED
FROM THE TAM HIEP PRISON IN BIEN ‘HOA BEFORE DECIDING TO
JOIN THE REVOLUTION. SOUKCE RECALLEDP THAT NOLAN MARRIED A
CAMBODIAN WOMAN WHO ACCORDING TO SOURCE, MAY HAVE BEEN
PART FILIPINO, NOLAN ALSO HAD ORE CHILD, BUT SOUACE COULD
NOT RECALL ANY DETAILS, SOURCEI RECALLED MEETINI TWO OTHER
AMEBICANS WHO WERE BOTH CAUCASIANS. ONE OF PHE MEN WAS
CALLED "JEMSEY" (I.E. RAMSEY, REFNO @234). "JEMSEY" SAID
HE WAS CAPTURED IN SAIGON HHERE HE WORKED IN THE AMEEICAN
EMBASSY, THE GECOND MAN WAS CALLED “SHRUM™ (I.E. SCHRUMP,
SEPNO 1189). SERUM™ WAS AN ADVISOR WHO WAS CAPTURED IN
TAY NINH, RHE SAID KE #AS MARRIED AND HAD A DAUGHTER.
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SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE 70 RECALI,ANY ADDITIONAL U5 PERSONNEL

IN DETENTION, SOURCE WORKXED AS THE DEPUTY POLICY OFFICE

CHIEF UNTIL 1972 VHEN HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE PUBLIC
SECURITY. SOURCE ASSUMED HIS CURRENT DUTY POSIIION AS
CHIEF OF THE PEOPLE’S INSPECTORATE SHORTLY APTER THE WAR
ENDED.

5. WHEN ASYED FOR HIS OPINION CONCEERNING CADRE WHO MAY BE
ABLE TO PROYIDE INYORMATION ON 03 PERSONNEL STILL
UNACCOUNTED FOR, SOURCE WAS ABLE TO RECALL TRE

FOLLOVING 3

A. SR COL TAM KUY, -A FORMER INTRRPRETER ¥ITH GOOD
CAPABILITY 1IN ENGLISH. (NOTE: SR COL HOY HAS
INTERVIEWED DURING A PREVIOUS TRIP).

B. SR COL TRUNG (POSSIBLY NGUYEN VAN TRUN3), THE FORMER
CHIEF OF ENFMY PROSELYTING FOR THE OTR PAVYN DIV. (NOTE: SR
COL WAS LOCATED AND INTERYIEYED, THE RESULTS WILL BE
FORVARDED SEPARATELY.

C. SR COL NGO DAT TAI, -AKA MUOL (1¢) TAI, THE FORMER
CHIEF OF THE EPO. (NOTE: SR COL TAI IS INCLUDED IN SA’S
NEXT? TENTATIVE INTERVIEV TRIP NAME LIST ¥ITH REQUESTED
DATE OF INTERVIEY AS 6 MAY 1503). ’

D, SR LT NGUYEN HUN3 TRI, A FORMER ENGLISH LANGUAZE

BEEN

JINTERPRETER,. (NOTE} LLT TRI HAS ALREADY BFYEN INTERVIEVWED).

E. MR "VAN", THE COMMANDER OF B-22 INTELLIGENCE CAMP.
(NOTE: SOURCE CLAIMED ONLY A VASUE RECOLLECTION OF MR
VAN AND NO SPECIFIC INFORMATION CONCERNING TEE B-22
CAMP. SEE COMMENT BC BELOW REGARDING MR "VAN™).

6. WHEN ASKED CONCERNINS HIS {NOWLEDSE OF CRASE SITES OR
GRAVE SITES,- SOURCE SAID HE COULD RECALL ONLY ONE
INCIDENT. SOURCE SAID THAT SOMYTIME DURINS THE MID- 1958°S
BE AFARD ABOUT A US L-16 AIRCRAFT THAT CRASHED IN THE VAR
ZONE "D AREA. SOURCS VAGUELY RECALLED THAT THE AREA OF
THE CRASH SITE WAS CALLED BA DA™ (BAR DDAR) BY LOCALS.
(NOTE: SOURCE MAY BE REFERRING TO THE MA DA SEIRET ZONE
(1.I, FORMER BASE QF REAR S®RVICES JROUP D314), -ON THE MA
DA RIVER WHICH RUNS'ALONG THE PROVINCIAL BOUNDARY BETWEEN
DONG NAL AND SONG BE, EAS? OF PEUOC VINBE). SOURCE HEARD
THAT RELATIVES OF THE PILOT TRAVELED FROM DONG NAI (I.E.
WARTIME BIEN ROA PROVINCE/UL) TO THE AREA OF THE CRASH
SITE IN AN ATTEMPT TO RECOVER THE RFMAINS OF THE PILOT.
SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ABOUT THE OUTCOME OF THE VISIT. SOURCE
¥AS NOT ABLE TO RECALL THE NAME(S) OF TRE INDIVIDUAL(S)
¥EO RELATED THE ACCCUNT CONCERNING THE I-19 CRASH INCIDENT
TO HIM, BUT SOUHCE DPID SUGGEST THAT WE CONTACT FORMER
CADRE OF MR7 FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS. (NOTE: BASED ON
SOURCE’S LIMITED DESCRIPTION, HE MAY BE REFERRING TO REFNO
2243, DAWSON). SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO PROVIDE FURTHER
INFORMATION CONCERNINS TEE INCIDENT.

7. WHEN ASTED CONCERNING THE MILITARY PROSELYTING OFFICE,
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SOURCE SAID HE WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE ORGANIZATION
BECAUSE IT’S ACTIVITIES AND CAMP SYSTFM WEHE UNDER THE
DIRECT CONTROL OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND COMPLETELY
SEPARATED FROM TRE FNEMY PROSELYTING OFFICE DURING THE
WAR. WHEN ASKED CONCERNING WIS EKNOWLEDZE OF ANY US
PERSONNEL REMAINING IN VIETNAM AFTER THE WAR SOURCE SAID
TEAT TO THE BEST OF HIS KNOVLEDGE ALL US PERSONNEL WERE
RELEASED DURING 1973.

8, COMMENTS:

A, SOURCE W¥WAS JENERALLY COOPERATIVE  BOT
PROFESSIONALLY EVASIVE THROUGHOUT THE INTERVIEW. AS A
FORMER DEFPUTY OF THE POLICY SECTION CAN REASONABLY BE
EXPECTED TO HAVE AT LEAST INDIRECT TNOWLEDIE CONJERNIN3Z
OTHER CAMPS IN THE SYSTEM, IT IS POSSIBIE THAT SOURCE IS
YAITING FOR AN INTERNAL FEVALUATION OF FEHIS INTERVIEW
RESULTS BFFQRE BEING MORE FORTRCOMIN: AT SOME POINT IN THE
FUTURE, AFTER RE HAS THE AUTHORITY TO DO SO. AT LEAST ONE
PREVIOUS SOURCE HAS INDICATED THAT SOURCE WAS ASSOCIATED
¥YITR THE ENEMY SITUATION (DICH TINE) ELEMENT (I.E.
INTSLLIGENCE/RESEARCH) OF THE POLICY SECTION, EPO. SOURCE

ALSO
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! SEILLFULLY DEFLECTED ALL INQUIFIES RESARDINI THIS .
PARTICULAR ELEMENT. . .

! B. CONCERNING THE EPO CADRE, -LE ROA, MENTIONED IN -PARA
2 ABOYE, AT LEAST TWO SUCH CADRE WITH THE GIVEN NAME "HOA
HAVE THUS FAR BEEN IDFNTIFIED, BASED ON THE ACCOUNTS ~

' RECEIVED THUS FAR, ONE OF THE CADRE 15 PROBABLY DRCEASED
AS REPORTED BY THIS SOURCE. THEHE IS STILL SOME CONEUSION,
AOWEVFR, CONCERNING THE ACTUAL WARTIME DUTIES "AND . .
POTENTIAL KNCYLEDGEARILITY OF - BOTH - INDIVIDUALS. ;-SA°S )
TENTATIVE INTERVIEV SCHEDULE FOR THE NEXT TRIP HAS THE
FORMER CHIEF OF THE FPO IN THF SOUTH DURING THE -WAR, SR , ~

' COL HOA", LISTED FOR AN INTERVIEW SESSION ON 13 HAT 1993.

DI S B

C. SA RECALLS A FORYER CADRE CALLED "VAN DUY", WHO #AS - ~
THE ACTING CHIEF QF THE ENEMY PROSELYTING DEPARTMENT, !
GENERAL POL1TICAL DIRECTORATE, -RQ PAVN, -DURING TRE MID
1968°S. DURING TIIIS SAME TIME FRAME THE HONORARY CHIEF OF
THE EPD WAS A MOROCCAN, FORMER POW FROM TRF FRENCH FOREIGN { o
LEGION ¥WHC SLECTED TD RFMAIN IN VIETNAM AND WORL FOR THE
EPD. THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS GIVEN THE NAME "MA~ (“AR) BY THE ,
VIETNAMESE. PREVIOUS REPQRTING INDICATFS TAAT AN a
INDIVIDUAL #ITH SIMILARITIES TO THE STAY-BEHIND "MA" WAS
AWARDED THE PRESTIGIQUS LABOR MEDAL PIRST CLASS (HUAN
CHUONG LAO DON3 WANG NHAT), -BEFORE BEINI SENT TO CUBA, - o
ALONG WITH HIS VIETNAMESE WIFE, SOMETIME DURINZ THB EARLY
16707S. SA'S TENTATIVE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR I'HE NEKT . :
TRIP HAS SR COL VAN DUY LISTED FOR A SESSION ON 4 MAY ’ -0
1993, SINC¥ SR COL YAN DUY WAS TRANSFERRED- TO THE EPD FROM
THE PAVN AIR FORCE, WHICH I5 A RARE OCCUREENCE, -AND THE .
FACT THAT THE DLSCHIPTION OF THE MORQCCAN STAT-BEHIND o
BEAKS SOME SIMILARITIES To THE “CUBAN" INTERROGATOR
DESCRI BED BY RETURNINZ US POW’S, THE POSSIBILITY THAT SR , ’ |
COL VAN DUY WAS INVOLVED IN THE EXPLOITATION OF US POW'S o
FOR AVIATION/AVIONICS TECHNOLOZY WILL BE PURSUFD DURINI
THE INTERVIEF SESSION, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT FURTHER
INFOHMATION CONCERNING THE B~22 INTELLIGENCE CAMP CAN BE : o
OBTAINED AT THAT TIME),

D. WAILE TRAVELING TEROUGH THE REN TRE AREA, SA OBSERVED ’ ©
THAT MILITARY HOSPITAL 12@ OF MILITARY REGION NINE (QUAN
Y YIEN QUAN XHU 9) IS CURRENTLY LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 208 - :
METERS FROM THE RACH MIEU FERRY LANDING ON THE QUTSKIRTS £ ' A
OF BEN TRE CITY. ALTAOUZH MRY IS HEADQUARTERED IV CAN THO, ’
IT APPEARS THAT THE MAIN MEDICAL FACTILITY TOR THE' DELTA
ARLA IS ACTUALLY LOCATED IN BEN TRE, A WAITHES3 AT A LOCAL i
RESTAURANT SAID THE ROSPITAL WAS STAFFEL'PRIMARILY BY
FORMER CADRE FROM THE VIET CONG K-2¢ FIELD HOSPITAL, WHICH ‘
PROVIDED MEDICAL TREATMENT TO LOCAL AND REGIONAL COMMUNIST
FORCES DURING THE WAR. THIS MILITARY MEDICAL FACILITI IS
'THE ONLY SUCH FACILITY GAPABLE OF PROCESSINI: REMAINS

2

OBSERVED IN THE AREA BY SA. , L o 0
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