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UNCLASSIPIED 9149 MAY 93
DIA PASS TO POD POW-MIA CENTRAL DOCUMINTATION JFFICE

S5UBJ: SRY ORAL HISTORY, MR NGUYEN THAC TINH

REF: PET 1, JTF~FA MS; 2383557 MAR 93

1. REF HAS THE SUMMARY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED IN
VIETNAM BY JTF-FA SPICIAL ASSISTANT, MR G.E., BELL, DURING
THE PERIOD 3 TO 19 MARCH 1993, PARA 2.J.0F REF REFERS T0
MR NGUYEN KHAC TINH. THE FOLLO¥ING REPORT PROVIDES THE
DETAILS OF TRE INTERVIEW CONDUCTED YWITH MR TINE, THE
INTERVIEW HAS MONITORFD BY ASSISNED COUNTTRPART AND
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE (MND) REP, LTC PHAM TEQ, AND
MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR (MOI) REP, MR NGUYEN THE CONG.
KEPRESENTING THE HO CHI MINH CITY PEOPLE’S COMMITTEE WERE
THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS FOR SOUTHERN VIETNAN,
MR BUI DAC TAM (TRAM), -THT CITY MILITARY COMMAND REP, LTC
TRAN VAN TAN (TRAN), AND THE CITY PUBLIC SECURITY REP, MAJ
NGUYEN VAN PFA (HAS).

- 3. MR NGUYEN KMAC TINA, A 73 YEAR OLD NATIVE OF JUANG BINH

AND TFORMER DAC LAC PROVINCE PARTY SFCRETARY, WAS
INTERVIEWED IN HO CHI MINH CITY ON 15 MARCH 1Q953. SOURCE

“SAID HE MOVED TO THE BAN ME THUAT ARFA OF DAC LAC SOMETIME

DURING 1945 TO FIGHT ATAINST THE FRENCH. SOMETIME DURING
1955 SQURCE EKETURNED TO NORTH VIETNAM FOR MEDICAL

- TREATMENT OF AN UNSPECIFIED ILLNESS. SQURCF RE-INFILTRATED
- THE DAC LAG AREA IN LATE 195¢ OR EARLY 1961. SOURCE SERVED
-~ AS THE PROVINCE PARTY SECRETARY AND WAS CONCURRENTLY 4

- MEMBFR OF THE MILITARY REGION FIVE (MR-5) PARTY COMMITTFRE

(£HU UY VIEN) UNTIL 1966 WHEN DAC LAC WAS PLACED UNDER THF

© DIRECT CONTROL OF RANOI VIA TAE B-3 FRONT. IN 1956 SOURCE
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MOYED TO THE BINH LONJ-PHUOC LONG ARFA WHERE HF WORKED AS

A COMMITTEE MEMBER OF MILITARY KEGION SIX (MR-3), WHICH
WAS SUBORDINATE TO THE CENTRAL OFFICE FYOR SOUTH VIETNAM
{COSYN), AEA "R". SOURCE HFLD THAT POSITION UNTIL THE ¥AR
ENDED IN 1975, SOURCE IS CURRENTLY RETIRED AND RESIDES AT
14 LE QUI DON STREET IN HO CHI MINH CITY.

3. SOURCE CLAIMED TO HAVE HAD NO DIKECT CONTACT WITH U.S.
PFRSONNEL DURING THE WAR, SOURCE SAID THAT DURIN3 1962, HE
RECALLED HAVING BEEN INFORMED CONCERNING AN INCIDENT
INVOLVING THE CAPTURE OF THREE FOREIGNERS FROM THE BUON EA
AKA LEPROSARIUM, SOURCE RECAILED TEAT FRO¥ THE DAC LAG
LOCAL FORCES RAIDED THE COMPOUND, -CAPTURED ONE FRMALE
TOCTOR, ONE MALE PREACHER, AND ONE MALE MECHANIC WHO MAY
EAVE BEEN OF FILIPINO ORIGIN. ACCORDING TO SOURCE, THI
TEREE POREIGNFRS WFRE CAPTURED FOR THF PURPOSE OF
OBTAINING INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ACTIVITIES CF THE N30
DINH DIEM REGIME AND 1,5. FORCES OPERATING IN THE DAC ILAC
AREA. THE RAIDING PARTY ALSO CAPTURED ONE VEHICLE USED 70
TRANSPORT THE THREE FOREIGNERS FROM TOP ARFA. AFTER
CAPTURING THE THREE FOREIGNERS AT NIGHT, -AND LOADING THEM
INTO THE VEHICLE, THE RAIDING PARTY PROCEED SOUTH FROM THE
LEPROSARIUM TO THE NORTH BANK OF THE KRONG ¥ °NO RIVER. TIE
RAIDING PARTY EID THE VRHICLE AND THEN CROSSED THE RIVER
SOUTHEAST OF QUANG PHU VILLAGE (20 2361) (NOTE: SHOWN A4S
BUON TSULE ON U.S. MAPS) ENROUTE TO THE DAY PRI AREA IN
DAX NONG DISTRICT. SHORTLY AFTER CROSSING THE RIVER, THF
GROUP WAS ATTACKED BY FQRCES OF THE_ DIEM-NEU RESIME", AND
AIRCRAFT WHICH DROPPED "SMALL BOMBS™, THE ATTACK RESULTED
IN SEVERAL COMMUNIST SOLDIERS OF THF LOCAL FORCE UNIT %KIA
AND SEVERAL ¥OUNDED. THE THREE FOKEIGN PRISONERS WEAE ALSO
XILLED DURING THE ATTACK WHICH OCCURRED ABOUT 282¢ TO
9909, ONE QR TVO DAYS AFTER THE THREE WFRE CAPTURED. THE
REMAINING MEMBERS OF THE RAIDING PARTY BURIFD TRE BODIFS
OF THE THREE PRISONERS SOUTH OF THE £RONG §°NO RIVER. THE
RAIDING PARTY THEN WITEDREW TO OAK PRI.

4, SOURCE COULD NOT AECALL & UNIT DESIGNATION FOR TEE
LOCAL FORCE UNIT DISPATCRING THE RAIDING PARTY. SOURCE
BELIEVES THERE HA&S NO SUCH DESIGNATION NECAUSE THE UNIT
45 FORMED SHORTLY BEFORE THE HAID OCCURRFD. SOQURCE €OULD
NOT RECALL ANY YRITTEN RECORD BEING ESTABLISHRD CONCERNING
THE INCIDENT, AND BELIRYES THERE WAS NO SUCH RECORD, DUE
TO WARTIME CONDITIONS. SOURCE BELIEVES IT WILL BE VERY
DIFFICULT TO LOCATE THE BURIAL SITES OF THE THRFE
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PRISONERS, -DUR TO THE TIMF LAPSE AND CHANGES IN THF
TERRAIN. 5ouncm SUGGRSTED THAT U.S. QFFICIALS ATTEMPT TO
LOCATE A MR QUYET ({QUYFRETS), WHD WAS ASSIGNED A4S A CADEE
IN THE KRONC ANA ARFA AT THR TIME OF THE INCIDENT. MR
QUYET IS BFLIEVED TO BE CURRENTLY RESIDING IN _RAN ME THUAT
CITY. SQURCE RECALLED THAT A CADRY CALLED “"cU” (CUWS) WAS
ASSIZNED TO DAZ PRI AT THF TIME OF THE INCIDENT. MR CU NOW
RESIDES IN BAN ME THUAT CITY. SOURCE OPINED THAT MR CU
SHOULD HKAVE SOME {NOWLEDZE OF ANY TFOREIGN PERSONNEL
CAPTURED AND LATER MOVED TO THF DAZ PRI BASE ARFA.

5. SOURCE CLAIMED TO HAVE NO TNOWIEDSE OF OTEER CAPTURE
INCIDENTS. SOURCE ALSO CLAIMFD NO XNOWLFDGE OF CRASH SITES
OR GRAVE SITES, SOURCE CLAIMED NO KNOWLEDZE OF AMERICANS
REMAINING In VIETNAM AYTER TEE WAR. CONCERNING POSSIBIE
STAY-BEHINDS, SQURCE SUSGESTED THAT U.S., QFFICIALS CONTACT
MR QUYET (NOTF. MENTIONED ABOVE), AND A "MR CAN" (CAANF)
{SEE COMMENT 7C BELOW) IN BAN ME THUAT. SOURCE SAID aNY
STAY— BEHINDS WOQUILD BE CONSIDERED A SECURITY MATTER, AND
TH ™E QUYET AND MR CAN WOR{ED F¥OR TEHE HILITAHY
DOSELYTING COMMITTFE OF DAC LAC PROVINCE DURING THE WiR.

6. CONCERNING POTENTIAL WITNESSES FOR CASFKFS IN OTHER
ARFAS, SOURCE SUGIESTED THAT M5 TAN (8) BIEN (RIXENF), ‘THE
FORMER COMMANDER OF MILITARY RFEZION SIX BE COKTACTED
CONCEBNING CAPTURE IMCIDENTS IN THAT ARFA. SOURCE SAID “¢
TAN HIEN BECAME THE PROVINCE PAWTY SECRETARY OF THUAN Hal
PROVINCE WHEN THE WAR ENDED. MG TAM RIEN IS CURRENTLY
RESIDING IN PEAN THIET CIT{. FOR MILITARY REGION SEVEN
CASES, SOURCE SUGGESTED TRAT LTG NAM (5) NGA, THE FORMER
COMMANDER OF MILITARY REGION SEVEN, BE CONTACTED, SOURACT
SUGGESTED MR NGUYEN TRONZ XUY®N, THE CURRENT DBEPUTY
COMMANDER OF PAVN REAR SERVICES ALSO BE CONTACTZD
CONCERNING WAHTIME INCIDENTS., WHEN ASKED CONCEANINT CASE
1218 (OLSEN), SOURCE SAID HE HAS NO KNOWLEDZE OF THE
INCIDENT, PUT DOES RECALL TEAT COMMO-LIAISON STATION T-8,
IN CAMBOGIA AND ADJACENT TO THF BORDER OF FORMER QUANI BUs
PHOVINCE, HAS SUBORDINATE TO MA-6. CONCETRNING ANY U.S.
PERSONNFL HELD AT COMMO-LIAISON STATION T-8,  SOURCE
SUGGESTED U.5. OFFICIALS CONTACT MR TJ (4) NGUYEV THE
FORMER PROVINCE PARTY SRECRETARY OF SONG BE PROVINCE AND
CONCURRENTLY A& MEMBER OF THE MR-6 FARTY COMMITTEE. MR TU

( JYEN CURRENTLY WOR{S AS THE DIRECTOR OF THE SONG BE

JBER ENTERPRISE.

7. COMMENTS:

A, SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE, -AND CONSIDFRINS HIS AJE,
APPEARED TC HAVE AVERAGE RECALL. SOURCE INDICATED UE
DESIRES BETTFR RELATIONS BETWEEN THE U.S. AND VIETNAM, AND
HE INTENDS TO MAXW A FERSONAL EFFORT IN CONVINCING THF
AUTHORITIES IN DAC IAC TO LOCATE THE REMAINS OF THE THREE
POWS KILLED AFTER EEINJ CAPTURED AT THE BUON EA ANA
LEPROSARIUM.

B, THE INFORMATION PROVIDFD BY SQURCT CORRELATES TO CASE
8211 (VITTTI, GERBER, MITCHELL), WHICH IS A DISCREPANCY
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CASE PREVIOQUSLY INVESTIGATED IN DAC LAC. THE ACCOUNT OF
THE INCIDENT AT THE BUON EA ANA LFPROSARIUM PROVIDED BY
THIS SOURCE BEARS CERTAIN SIMILARITIES WITE THY ACCOUNTS
RELATED DURINS THE PREVIOUS FIELD INVESTIGATIONS BY MR
BUON GIA QUI AND OTHERS. THE NOTICEABLE DIFFERENCE IS THAT
ACCORDING TO THIS SOURCE, -THE THREE AMERICAN POWS WERT

- TAXEN ACROSS THE KRON3Z K'NO RIVER, RATUFR THAN BEING

¥ILLFD BY THE RAIDING PARTY 5080 TO 528 METERS FROM THE
COMPCUND. S5A CONTINU®3 TO BAVE DOUBTS CONCERNING BOTH
VERSIONS, BUT THE ACCOUNT PRCVIDED BY THIS SOURCE MORE
CLOSELY CORRESPONDE TO SA”S OPINION THAT THE TAREE WERE
CAPTURED FOR USE IN TREATING WOUNDED COMMUNIST THOOPS IN
THE WARTIME DAX PRI BASE AREA HOSPITAL. FORMER DERUTY
YNOSMP DIRECTOR, ‘MR N30 HOANZ, -9AS ALHEADY ESTABLISHFD &
POSITION FOR UNILATERAL VWOSKP RECOVERY OF THF REMAINS,
TRUS PREVENTING U.S. INVESTIGATORS FROM DETERMINING THF
ACTUAL BURIAL SITE, BY INDICATING THAT THE SIVES HAVE
BEEN ROBRFD BY LOCALS, ASSISTED BY PERSONS UNKNOWN.

C. BASED ON INFORMATION OBTAINED DURING ORAL HISTORY
INTERVIEWS WITH OTHER SOURCFS IN QUANG NAM-DANANI, SA HAS

© ESTABLISHED THAT THE FORMER ENEMY PROSELYTIN3 CADRE, AND

CURRENT PROVINCE PARTY SECRETARY OF DAC TAC, ‘MR CAN, ‘IS

v -y‘AJUN CLAS "STCT I ON" B =" DF " .33 ‘BANGKOK TH:-‘.1-9T45':«:' VP ED LLTVRT WIS e, 4 ke -

ACTUALLY MR TRINH XUAN CHI, MR CHI MAY HAVE USED AN
ADDITIONAL ALIAS OF PHAM CHINH WAILE YWORKING IN THE MR-5
MILITARY PROSELYTING SECTION DURING THE WAR.

D. CONCERNING DETENTION SITES IN MR-8, SOURCF SAID HE
HAD WEARD OF BI DOUP CAVE, -BUT HAD NO KNOWLFEDGE OF ANY
AMERICANS WHO WERE DETAINED THERE.
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