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AMPN/SUBY:  LIST OF PERSONS FOR INTERVIEW-SENATOR KERRY, ENTRY
NUMBER 6 0F 837/
RHKS/1. 'BACKGROUND. ON 12 MAY 1593, A JOINT US/VIETNAM
INTERVIEW TEAM INTERVIEWED MR. NGUYEN PHOI (NGUYEENX PHOOIS),
CURRENTLY A HANOI RESIDENT, A FORHER ENEHY PROSELYTING SECTION
CADRE IN MILITARY REGION (MR) 5. THE TEAM MET AT THE
ANTE-BUIUDING MEETING ROOM OF THE GOVERNMENT GUEST HOUSE, 2 LE
THACH STREET, HOAN KIEM DISTRICT, HANOI, TO INTERVIEW MR. PHOI,
CONSIDERED A POTENTIAL SOURCE OF INFORHATION ON U.S. PERSONNEL
HISSING IN ACTION IN VIETNAM. THE U.S. CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF
MR. KEITH GARY FLANAGAN, DET 2 CASUALTY RESOLUTION SPECIALIST.
THE VIETMAMESE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF LTC LE
KY, MINISTRY OF DEFENSE, AND MR. NGUYEN THANG LOI, MINISTRY OF
INTERIOR.: MR. PHOI HAD NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY INTERVIEWED 8Y JOINT
TEAMS, '
2, SUMHARY. THE SOURCE, NGUYEN PHOI, PROVIDED FAIRLY ACCURATE,
THOUGH LIMITED, INFORMATION CONCERNING EIGHT U.S. PRISONERS OF
WARS (PW)' AND ONE WEST GERMAN PW IN THE MRS PRISON CAMP SYSTEM.
ACCORDING. TO THE SOURCE, THREE OF THE PW'S, INCLUDING THE WEST
GERMAN, WERE REPATRIATED. THE REMAINING SIX DIED IN THE 8-3
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FRONT PRILON CAMP SYSTEM IN VIETNAM'S WESTERN HIGHLANDS. ALL OF
THE NINE NAMED INDIVIDUALS CORRELATE TO EXISTING POW/MIA CASES.
TWO OF THE CASES ARE RESOLVED, SEVEN REMAIN UNRESOLVED. THOUGH
THE SOURCE PROVIDED LEADS CONSISTING OF POTENTIAL SOURCES OF
FURTHER INFORMATION, HE HAD NGO INFORMATION WHICH WILL LEAD TO
IMMEDIATE RESOLUTION OF ANY ACTIVE CASE.

3. DETAILS.

A. AFTER INTRODUCTIONS AND AN EXPLANATION OF THE JOINT
TEAM'S MISSION, MR. PHOI ASKED TO SPEAK PRIOR TO THE INTERVIEW.
HE SPOKE OF HO CHI MINH'S WARTIME HUMANITARIAN POLICY REGARDING
U.5. PRISONERS, WHICH HE CLAIMED WAS STRICTLY FOLLOWED THROUGHOUT
THE WAR. FROM THE TIME THE FIRST U.S. PRISONER WAS CAPTURED
UNTIL ALL OF THE PRISONERS WERE RETURNED TO U.S. CONTROL IN 1373,
ALL PW CAMP PERSONNEL FOLLOWED THE CLEAR GUIDELINES OF THIS
HUHANITARIbN POLICY. IN IMPLEMENTING THIS POLICY, HE REGARDED
ALL U.S. PRISONERS AS MISGUIDED VICTIMS OF DISINFORHATION OR
YAMERICAN BRAINWASHING™. (NOTE: MR. PHOI DID NOT CLAIM TO SPEAK
ANY ENGLISH, BUT HE USED THE ENGLISH WORDS " AMERICAN
BRAINWASHING™ IN THIS INSTANCE.)

B. MR PHOI SPOKE OF THE FEROCITY OF THE FIGHTING IN THE TAY
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NGUYEN (WESTERN HIGHLANDS ) BATTLEFIELDS. IN HIS ORINION, FROM
THE VERY FIRST BATTLE IN 1965 AT PLEI ME, IF YOU CHECKED THE
LISTS OF B-52 RAIDS IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS, YOU WOULD KNOW THAT
HANY OF THE MISSING WILL NEVER BE FOUND. HE KNEW OF MANY SEARCH
TEAMS WHICH HAVE GONE TO BAN ME THUOT SEEKING INFORMATION AND HAD
HEARD THAT THE SEARCH TEAMS HAVE ACHIEVED LITTLE OR NO RESULTS.

C. MAR. PHOI RELATED THAT HE SERVED IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS
WITH THE B-3 FRONT (WHICH WAS SUBORDINATE TO MR5) FROM 1366 UNTIL
1875. IN 1975 HE MOVED TO PHUOC LONG FOR PERSONAL BUSINESS.

D. MR. FLANAGAN ASKED THE QUESTION: "SINCE THE RELEASE OF
U.8. PRISONERS IN 18973, HAVE YOU EVER SEEN ANY LIVE AMERICANS?'
MR. PHOI SAID THAT HE ONLY ANEW THAT ALL PRISONERS WERE RELEASED
IN 15973.

E. MR, FLANAGAN ASKED THE QUESTION : ™SINCE THE RELEASE OF
U.S. PRISONERS IN 1373, HAVE YOU EVER SEEN ANY "STAY-BEHINDS'?"
MR PHOI RESPONDED THAT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE THERE WERE NO STAY-
BEAINDOS.

F. WHEN QUESTIONED CONCERNING WARTIME REPORTING ON U.S.
RRISONERS, MAR. PHOI REMEMBERED THREE INDIVIDUALS HE BELIEVED WERE
RETURNED TO THEIR COUNTRIES AFTER CARTIVITY IN VIETNAM'™S WESTERN
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HIGHLANDS, AND RECOUNTED FROM MEMORY THE FOLLOWING: (NOTE, MA.
PHOI INGCORRECTLY ITDENTIFIED THE FOLLOWING THREE INJDIVIDUALS AS
ALS TRALLANS . )

(1) MICHAEL H. PETERSON; WARRANT OFFICER TWQ; OH6A
HELTCORTER PILOT; SERVIGCE NUMBER 531-52-1032; OF COMPANY 7,
BATTALION 7, 17TH OIVISION; RELEASED AT BUDRANG DECEMBER 19649.

(2) VERNON CLARK SHEPARD! BORN IN 1948; HELIBORNE TANK
OBSERVER; OF COMPANY 7, BATTALION 7, 17TH DIVISION; RELEASED 139
DECEMBER 1969.

(3) CURNER RENATE MARIA (SICJ); NURSE; CARPTURED ON !
OCTOBER 1968; RELEASED ON 3 MARCH 19648,

G. CONCERNING INDIVIDUALS WHQ DIED IN CAPTIVITY, MR. PHOI
REMEMBERED DETAILS CONCERNING SIX U.S. PRISONERS WHO DIED DURING
INCARCERATION IN THE B-3 FRONT AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY AS FOLLOWS:
(NOTE: THOUBH EARLIER IN THE INTERVIEW MR. PHOI CLAIMED TO KNOW
NO DETAILS CONCERNING BLOGD AND OLSEN, AT THIS ROINT HE PROVIDED
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM MEMORY.)

(12 HENRY BLOOD; DIED AT EA DRO (STREAM), BUON KHI
CCAMP), GIANG MAQ (VILLAGE), DAG LAC PROVINCE.

(2) BETTY OLSEN; DIED WHILE TRAVELING TO MR. PHOI'S
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WARTIME LOCATION (B8-3 FRONT), MR. PHOI CLAIMED IT WOULD BE
IMPOSSTBLE FOR HIM TO FIND OLSEN'S GRAVE SITE, BUT HE KNEW THAT
IT WAS SOMEWHERE ON THE VIETNAM-CAMBODIA BORDER. ME SAID MICHAEL
BENGE PUT THE FIRAST HANDFUL OF DIRT INTO OLSEN'S GRAVE AND THAT
BENGE WOULD BE THE ONE BEST ABLE TO FIND THE GRAVE,
(NOTE: AFTER REGCOUNTING THE BLOOD AND OLSEN INFORMATION, PHOI
PRODUCED TW0O NOTEBOOK PAGES CONTAINING DATA CONCERNING FOUR MORE
INDIVIDUALS. HE CLAIMED THIS INFORMATION WAS "HEARSAY™ BECAUSE
HE HAD NOT BEEN DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE CIRCUMSTANCGES OF THESE
FOUR. HE AVOIDED IDENTIFYING EXACTLY WHAT ROLE HE PLAYED IN THE
CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING BLOOD AND OLSEN.)

(3) WILLTAM SMITH; SERVICE NUMBER 118058393; CAPTURED IN
MAY 19689; A REPORT TO PHOI'S CAMP REVEALED THAT SMITH DIED ON THE
WAY NORTH IN MAY 13970. MR. PHOI OID NGT KNOW AT WHICH CAMP SMITH
Oreon.

(4) JAMES SALLEY (NQTE! PHOI PRONQUNCED THE NAME
"SAIL™); MASTER SERGEANT; SERVICE NUMBER 428-44-3293; BOAN IN
CAROLINA; CAPTURED IN APRIL 18971; DIED WHILE TRAVELING NORTH IN
AUGUST 1971.
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t5) AROBERT HENRY GRZYB (NOTE: PNOI PRONOUNCED THE NAME
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"2EB"); PRIVATE FIRST CLASS; CAPTURED IN 1968; DIED IN 1969 FROM
VIRULENT MALARIA. PHOI CLAIMED ALL WITNESSES TO GRZYB'S DEATH
ARE DECEASED.
t6) JOHWN DELONG; PRIVATE FIRST CLASS; CAPTURED IN MARCH

1967; DYED IN NOVENBER 1967. PHOI CLAIMED ALL WITNESSES TO
DELONG'S DEATH ARE DECEASED,

H. AT THE TIME OF BETTY OLSEN'S DEATH, MR. PHOI WAS CHIEF OF
A B~3 FRONT EHEMY PROSELYTING SECTION CONSISTING OF THREE
PERSONNEL: PHOI, KHUONG XUAN QUE (KNWONG XUAAN QUEES), AND DUONG
HONG ( ZWONG HOONGF). PHOI SAID HONG SPOKE EXCELLENT ENGLISW AND
WAS THE FIRST PERSON ASSIGNED TO U.S. PW WORK IN 1966, AROUND THE
TIME WHEN THE ENEMY PROSELYTING SECTION SPLIT INTO TWO BRANCHES:
ANTI-REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM OPERATIOHS AND ANTI-FOREIGNER
OPERATIONS. HONG HAD DEALT DIRECTLY WITH DELONG AND GRZYB DURING
THEIR INCARCERATION. UNFORTUNATELY, DUONG HONG DIED IN 1872.
PHOI HAD VISITED HONG'S WIFE, BUT SHE KNEW NOTHING OF HONG'S
WARTINE WORK.

I. 'LTC LE KY BROUGHT UP THE SUBJECT OF THE COMMO-LIAISON
STATION, ALLEGEDLY APPROXIMATELY FIVE KILOMETERS FROM R'KOP
M'HONG IN DAC LAC PROVINCE, WHERE BETTY OLSEN DIED. MR. PHOI
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SAID HE KNEW THE COMMO-LIAISON STATION COMMANDERS THERE AT THE
TIME WERE NGUYEN VAN TI (NGUYEENX VAWN TIR) AND NGUYEN VAN CANN
Y NGUYEENX VAWN CANHR).

J. 'CONCERNING THE CURRENT DISPOSITION OF WARTIME PW RECORDS,
PHOI CLAIMED THAT, BECAUSE OF THE FEROCITY OF THE WAR, HIS UWIT
HAD HELD NO SUCKH RECORDS. HIS ORGANIZATION ACCOMPLISHED
REPORTING BY SENDING INFORMATION VIA THE COMMO~LIAISON SYSTEM TO
THE NORTH, THEREFORE WE DID NOT KNOW WHERE ANY RECORDS OF THIS
TYPE WOULD BE NOW. MR. PHOI EXPLAINED THAT THE REASON HE WAS
ABLE TO |PROVIDE THE INFORMATION HE HAD CONCERNING THE THREE
RETURNEES AND SIX DIED IN CAPTIVITY PRISONERS WAS BECAUSE HE HAD
RETAINED TWO PAGES OF HIS PERSONAL WARTIME NOTES CONTAINING THE
DATA. E CLAIMED THE REST OF THE NOTEBOOK PAGES WERE HO LONGER
IN HIS ROSSESSION.

K. IMR. PHOI OFFERED NO INFORMATION CONCERNING U.S. PERSONNEL
CAPTURED AFTER BEING BADLY WOUNDED AND WHO DIED BEFORE REACHING
DETENTION. HE SPOKE IN GENERAL OF ONE INSTANCE IN WHICH WE WEARD
THAT MANY U.S. PERSONNEL HAD BEEN WOUNDED IN A BATTLE DURING THE
RAINY SEASON. NEITHER SIDE COULD ACCESS THE AREA WHERE THE
WOUNDED 'LAY BECAUSE OF WELICOPTER COVER AND BECAUSE NO ONE COULD
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CROSS A STREAM ADJACENT TO THE AREA, MANY OF THOSE WHO WOULD
POTENTIALLY HAVE BEEN CAPTURED OR RESGUED ENDED UP ODYING ON THE
BATTLE FIELD DUE TO IMPEDIMENTS POSED BY THE TACTICAL SITUATIONM.

L. WITH NO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS AT HAND FOR MR. PHOI, THE
JOINT TEAM AGREED TO DISCONTINUE THE INTERVIEW. BOTH THE U.S.
AND SRV MEMBERS CONFERRED ON ADOITIONAL QUESTIONS WHICH SHOULD BE
CONSIDERED BEFORE CONCLUDING THE INTERVIEW.

4. CORRELATIONS TO EXISTING POW/MIA CASES.

A. SOURCE'S INFORMATION ON MICHAEL PETERSON CORRELATES TO
CASE 1513-1-01, A RESOLVED CASE, BASED ON NAME, DUTY POSITION,
SERVICE NUMBER, AND GENERAL DATE OF RELEASE.

8. SOURCE'™S INFORMATION ON VERNON CLARK SHEPARD CORRELATES
TO CASE 1512-2-02, A RESOLVED CASE, BASED ON NAME, YEAR OF BIRTH,
OUTY POSITION, AND THE FACT THAT THE INODIVIODUAL WAS RELEASED.

C. SOURCE'S INFORMATION ON MARIA L. KERSER GCORRELATES TO
CASE 1433-1-01, AN UNRESOLVED CASE, BASED ON GENERAL SIMILARITY
TQO NAME, DUTY POSITION, AND GENERAL REGIONAL LOCATION.

D. SOURCE'S INFORMATION ON HENRY BLOOD CORRELATES TO CASE
1017-1-01, AN UNRESOQLVED CASE, BASED ON NAME AND INCIDENT
LOCATION.
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£E. SOURCE’'S INFORMATION ON BETTY OLSEN CORRELATES TO CASE
1018-1~01, AN UNRESOLVED CASE, BASED ON NAME AND KNOWN
CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH.

F. SOURCE'S INFORMATION ON WILLIAM SMITH CORRELATES TG CASE
1399-1~-01, AN UNRESCLVED CASE, BASED ON NAME, SERVICE NUMBER,
GENERAL TIME OF CAPTURE, AND THE FACT THAT HE DIED WHILE
TRAVELLING TO A DETENTION CAMP IN NORTH VIETNAM.

G. SOURCE'S INFORMATION ON JAMES SALLEY CORRELATES TO CASE
1737-1-01, AN UNRESOLVED CASE, BASED ON NAME, SIX QUT OF NINE
ODIGITS IN SERVICE NUMBER ( ACTUAL SERVICE NUMNBER IS 248-44-3499
VICE 428-44-32899), STATE OF BIRTH, AND MONTH OF CAPTURE.

H. SOURCE'S INFORMATION ON ROBERT HENRY GRIYB CORRELATES TO
CASE 0837~1-01, AN UNRESOLVED CASE, BASED ON NAME, GENERAL DATE
OF CAPTURE, AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH.

I. SOURCE'S INFORMATION ON JOHN DELONG CORRELATES TQO CASE
0689-1-01, AN UNRESOLVED CASE, BASED ON NAME, RANK, GENERAL
CAPTURE DATE, AND DATE GF DEATH.

5. POTENTIAL LEADS.

A. MR. PHOI PROVIDED THE NAMES OF THE FOLLOWING

INDIVIDUALS WHO MAY BE ABLE TQ PROVIDE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE
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MISSING U.S. PERSONNEL:

(1) KHUONG XUAN QUE. MR PNOI SAID THAT HE BELIEVED THAT
KRUONG XUAN QUE, THE DEPUTY IN CHARGE OF THE PRISONERS FOR THE 8-
3 FRONT CAMP, SHOULD BE ABLE TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON SMITH AND
DELONG IF ANYONE COULD.

€2) DINH VAN KHANH (DINH VAN KHANHS). MR. PHOI
RECALLED
A MR. KHANH WHO WORKED WITH HIM IN THE CAMPS. (NQTE: ACCORDING
TO LTC LE KY, MR. KHANH WAS INTERVIEWED IN NHA TRANG DURING THE
218T JFA).

(3) NGUYEN VAN TI. ALLEGEDLY ONE OF THE COMMANDERS OF
THE COMMO-LIAISON STATION WHERE BETTY OLSEN DIED.

(4) NGUYEN VAN CANH. ALLEGEDLY ONE OF THE COMMANDERS OF
THE COMMO=LIAISON STATION WHERE BETTY OLSEN DIED.
6. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: MR. PHOI BROUGHT TO THE INTERVIEW WITH
HIN TWQ SMALL SHEETS OF PAPER WHICH APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN
FROM A POCKET-SIZED SCHOOL NOTEBOOK. PHOI SAID THE SHEETS
CONTAINED PERSONAL NOTES CONCERNING VERBAL REPORTS HE RECEIVED AT
THE MRS DETENTION CAMP. HE EMPHASIZED HIS NOTES DID NOT
e
ar
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CONSTITUTE OFFICIAL REPORTING DOCUMEINTS BUT THAT HE HAD MERELY
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HADE THE NOTES TO KEEFP TRACK OF THOSE PRISONERS WHO HAD DEPARTED
HIS CAMP EN ROUTE TO HANOI. THE SOURCE NOTED THAT HE HAD REUSED
ALL THE SHEETS OF PAPER FROM THIS PARTICULAR NOTEB00K MANY, HMANY
TIMES. HE SAID THAT THIS WAS COMMON PRACTICE, SINCE FOR MANY
YEARF IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT TC GIT NOGTEBOOK FPARPER. HE SAID THAT
THESE TWD SHEZTS WERE THE ONLY ITEMS HE RETAINED WHICH MIGHT HAVE
ANY BEARING ON THE MIA .ISSUE. HE ALSO EMPHASIZED THAT THE
INFORMATION ON THE PAGES WAS ONLY HEARSAY.

7. COMMENTS. :

A, AFTER DISCUSSING 'THE INFORMATION PRESENTED IN THE
PRECEDINE PARAGRAPHS, THE JOINT TEAM AGREED TO TERMINATE THIS
INTERVIEW. IF, AFTLR FURTHER ASSESSING THIS INFORMATION, THE
NEED ARISES TO RE-INTERVIEW THIS SUBJECT TO OBTAIN MORE SPECIFIC
INFORMATION, REQUEST THE VNCSMP BE PREPARED TO SCHEDULE ANOTHER
SESCION.

E. THIS SOURCE WAS VERY CLEAR, NEARLY ADAMANT, IN HIS
OPINION THAT THE U.S. WAITEL TOO LONG TO UNDERTAKE THE CURRENT
HUMANITARIAN EFFORT. HE BELIEVED THAT DESPITE HO CHI WINH'S
HUMANITARIAN POLICY AND THE PRESENT COOPERATION BETWEEN THE U.S.
AND VIETNAR, THE DELAY WILL PRECLUDE MANY OF THE MISSING FROM
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BEING ACCOUNTED FOR.

C. OONCERNING TE INFORMATION IN PARA. 3.6.(5), ABOVE, THE
SOURCE PRONOUNCED THE MISSING INDIVIDUAL'S NAME PHONETICALLY AS
wZEB”. DET 2, JTF-FA DIA REPRESENTATIVE CONFIRMS THAT "ZE8" IS
ACTUALLY THE CORRECT PRONOUNLIATION OF THE MISSING INDIVIDUAL'S
NAME IN OASE 0837 (GRZYB)../

BT
26053





