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INFO RHEHNSc/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC 
RUEK~CS/SECDEF WASHIN~TON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/CCS/EAP/VLC// 
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON Dc//OCJCS/JS/PW-MIA/J3-JOD// 
RUHQHQS/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J30-M// 
RUEKJCS/USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHIN~TON DC//PW-MIA// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHIN~TON Dc//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOQ// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
RUEHBT/USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-NIA// 
RUEHBT/C~TFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 
BT 
UNCLAS //N03460// 
SECTION Ot OF 02 
MS~ID/SYS.RRN/CDR JTF-FA/J2// 
AMPN/SUBJ: INTERVIEW OF REQUESTED SOURCE, MR. LE DO NGOC// 
REF/A/FAK/DET 2/t6NAY93// 

PA~E 02 RUHQS~~53!1S UNCLAS 
AMPN/SUB~: LIST OF PERSONS FOR INTERVIEW-SENATOR KERRY. ENTRY 
NUNBER 4, OF B3// 
RNKS/l. BACKGROUND. ON 12 MAY 1993, A JOINT US/VIETNAM 
INTERVIEW TEAM INTERVIEWED MR. LE DO N~OC (LEE DOOR NCOC). 
CURRENTLY 46 YEARS OF A~E AND RESIDENT OF HANOI. ACCORDING TO 
HIS BUSINESS CARD, MR. NGOC IS THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE PRIVATE 
AID FRON CHARITIES CONNITTEE (PACCON), A COMMITTEE HEADQUARTERED 
IN THE VIETNAMESE CAPITAL WITH THE MISSION OF COORDINATIN~ AID 
FRON NON-GOVERNNENT AGENCIES. THE TEAM NET AT THE ANTE-BUILDIN~ 
MEETING ROOM OF TIU:. IIKW'EIIItIIDIT-IMUT· ,VOUS",._ fil.1Ji:.-l_ItTNi£1". 
HOAN K IE M /1iaT RI cr. HANOI';. TI1 :DITEIIff:r:BI- rFtEt!T£1J _ /I£MtIII#IE4.. . 
LISTED IN IfE'FEIIENt:r. /lNO IIIfIF HlI'WRF'1"fT7r ""'lEN) J"At.. sooJllcn' or 
INFORMATION CONCERNING U.S. PERSONNEL MISSING IN ACTION IN 
VIETNAH. THE U.S. CONTIN~ENT CONSISTED OF MR. KEITH ~ARY 
FLANAGAN, DET 2; CASUALTY RESOLUTION SPECIALIST. THE VIETNAHESE 
GOVERNMENT CONTINGENT CONSISTED OF LTC LE KY. MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE. AND MR. NGUYEN THANG LOI. MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. ON 12 
MAY 1993, LTC KY ESCORTED MR. LE DO NGOC TO THE GOVERNMENT GUEST 
HOUSE. MR. NGOC SAID HE HAD NOT BEEN INTERVIEWED BY JOINT TEAHS 
PREVIOUSLY •. 
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2. SUMHARY. THE SOURCE PROVIDED EXTREMELY LIMITED INFORMATION 
CONCERNING THE SUSJECT OF U.S. SERVICEMEN WHO BECAME UNACCOUNTED 
FOR IN VIETNAM. THE SOURCE SAID THAT HE HAD PRACTICALLY NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF SPECIFIC AMERICAN SERVICEHEN OR THEIR FATES. THE 
SOURCE PROVIDED PLAUSIBLE DETAILS OF HIS MILITARY DUTIES TO 
SUPPORT THE CONCLUSION THAT HE HAD NO SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION TO 
CONTRIBUTE. 
3. DETAILS. 

A. IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE INTROOUCTION OF THE JOINT TEAH AND 
ITS MISSION. MR. NGOC TOLD MR. FLANAGAN, SPEAKING IN FLUENT, 
CLEAR EN~LISH, THAT HE HAD SPENT THE BETTER PART OF 20 YEARS 
ATTEMPTING TO FORGET EVERY DETAIL OF THE WAR. MR. NGOC SAID THAT 
HE BELIEVED HE HAD ACHIEVED SOME SUCCESS IN THIS ENDEAVOR. MR. 
NGOC SAID HE DID NOT RELISH THE THOU~HT OF TRYING TO DREDGE UP 
PAINFUL MEMORIES OF THE WAR. MR. NGOC SAID THAT HE WAS WILLING 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE INTERVIEW AND WOULD GIVE HIS BEST EFFORT TO 
ANSWER OUR QUESTIONS. MR. NGOC ADDED THAT HE NEVER HAD ANY 
CONTACT WITH ANY U.S. POWS. AT THIS POINT, EVERYONE PRESENT 
AGREED THAT THE INTERVIEW WOULD BE CONDUCTED IN THE VIETNAMESE 
LANQUAGE. 



• 
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B. NR. NGOC SAID THAT NEAR THE END OF 1970 HE WAS SENT SOUTH 

TO WORK IN THE PROPAG'/WDA OFFICE OF THE ENEHY PROSELYTING 
SECTION, LOCATED GENERALLY IN THE REGION OF TAY NINH. HR. NGOC 
SAID THAT BY THE TINE HE ARRIVED AT HIS POST, THE U.S. PRESENCE 
WAS ALREADY DIHINISHING IN THE IIEGION. HII. NGOC SAID THAT HIS 
30B WAS TO PROOUCE PIIOPAGANDA PANPHLETS AND HE NEVEII HAD ANY 
DIRECT CONTACT WITH U.S. POWS. Nil. NGOC SAID THAT HIS PROPAGANDA 
WAS AIHED PIIIHAIIILY AGAINST THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAN ARHED FORCES 
(RVNAF) AND THAT HIS SPECIFIC DUTIES WERE THOSE OF A TRANSLATOR 
IIATHER THAN AN INTERPRETER FOR THE ENTIRE PEIIIOD FROH 1970 UNTIL 
1975. FOR THIS REASON, HR. NGOC SAID THAT HE HAD NO DIRECT 
KNOWLEDGE OF U.S. POWS. 

C. HR. NGOC SAID THAT HE SPENT DNE CAHPAIGN IN CAHBODIA FROII 
1973 UNTIL 1974. AT THAT TINE, HE SAID, HIS OFFICE'S OPERATIONS 
CENTERED AIIOUND THE REGION OF BA DEN HOUNTAIN. HE SAID THAT HIS 
ORGANIZATION PUSHED ON FIIOH THERE TO PHUOC LONG AND THEN HO CHI 
HINH CITY FOR THE LIBEIIATION IN 1975. HR. NGOC SAID THAT 
THROUGHOUT THE CANPAIGNS HE WAS INVOLVED IN, HE WORKED 011 THE 
ANTI-RVNAF PROPAGANDA PROGRAH, HAVING NO DIRECT CONTACT WITH U.S. 
POWS. NR. NGOC SAID THAT HE HAD DESIRED TO LEARN NORE ABOUT U.S. 
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POWS BUT THAT HE HAD NEITHER THE HEANS NOR THE OFFICIAL PURPOSE 
TO DO SO. 

D. HR. NGOC SAID THAT THE ENEHY PROSELYTING SECTION WAS 
SPLIT INTO THREE BRANCHES: POLICY, PROPAGANDA, AND CANP 
ADHINISTRATION. HR. NGOC SAID THAT HE WAS ASSIGNED TO THE 
PROPAGANDA BRANCH AND THEIR OFFICE WAS LOCATED IN THE BA DEN 

". F1'1S_·.I~~ .. _';rAZlt'1'llollT HF 11M AII;4RE OF DETENTION 
CAHAll. 1IIIIZt:It. __ VEIIY HOllILE, J.OCATED IN DENSE 3UNGLE, CHANGING 

. Lm;~'EVC1!Y 7WO 011 THREE HONTHS FOR SECURITY REASONS. HR. 

, 

NGOC SAID THAT HE WOULD BE UNABLE TO ASSIST ANYONE IN LOCATING 
ANY OF THE CANPS' FOIINER LOCATIONS. OTHER THAN THE GENERAL 
OBSERVATION THAT HIS SECTION'S OPERATIONS WERE LOCATED IN THE BA 
DEN NOUNTAIN REGION, HR. NGOC SAID THAT HE COULD PROVIDE NO 
FURTHER DETAILS ON THE PHYSICAL LOCATION OF THE CANPS. 

E. HR. FLANAGAN ASKED THE QUESTION: "SINCE THE RELEASE OF 
U.S. PRISONERS IN 1973, HAVE YOU EVER SEEN ANY LIVE ANERICANS?~ 
HR. NGOC IIESPONDED THAT HE NEVEII SAIl DR HEAIID OF ANY U.S. POWS 
ALIVE IN VIETNAN AFTEII 1973. 

F. NR. FLANAGAN ASKED THE QUESTION: "SINCE THE IIELEASE OF 
U.S. PRISONERS IN 1973, HAVE YOU EVEII SEEN ANY 'STAY-BEHINOS'?" 
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HII. NGOC RESPONDED THAT HE NEVER SAIl OR HEARD OF ANY U.S. STAY­
BEHINOS AFTER 1973. 

G. CONCERNING WAIITIHE REPOIITING ON U.S. PIIISONERS, HR. NGOC 
SAID THAT HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE. 

H. ON 12 HAY 93, WITH NO AODITIONAL QUESTIONS AT HAND FOil HR. 
NGOC, THE NEHBERS OF THE 30INT TEAN AGREED TO DISCONTINUE THIS 
INTERVIEW. BOTH THE US AND SIIV HEHBEIIS CONFERRED ON ADDITIONAL 
QUESTIONS WHICH SHOULD BE CONSIDERED BEFORE CONCLUDING THIS 
INTERVIEW. 
4. POTENTIAL LEADS OBTAINED OUIIING THE INTERVIEW. WHEN ASKED 
ABOUT SPECIFIC PERSONS HR. NGOC SAID THAT HE HAD SOlIE LINITED 
PEIISONAL KNOWLEDGE AND SONE HEARSAY KNOWLEDGE OF PERSONNEL WHO 
WORKED IN THE DETENTION CANPS. HR. NGOC IDENTIFIED THE 
FOLLOWING PEIISONNEL: 

A. NR. TAN HUY, H WORKED IN A POW-HOLDING UNIT, BUT HR. 
NGDC SAID HUY WAS KILLED IN 1973. HR. NGOC SAID HE BELIEVeD THAT 
HUY WOULD HAVE BeeN THe BeST pellSON TO seEK FOR HIA INFOIINATION. 

B. HR. NGUYEN VAN BAN (NGUyeeNK VAlIN BAN) ALSO KNOWN AS BA 
BAN, HR. NGOC'S FIRST SUPERIOR. 
// 
BT 
15395 , 
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INFO RHEHNSc/WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-HIA// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/OCS/CCS/EAP/vLc// 
RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON Dc//OCJCS/J5/PW-HIA/J3-JOD// 
RUHQHQB/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/33/J30-H// 
RUEK3CS/USCINCPAC La WASHINGTON DC 
RUEK3CS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//P/J-HIA// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON Dc//DEA/SEA/IB/DDO/EA/ICOG// 
RUHVAAA/CDRUSACILHI HICKAIf AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
RUEHBT/USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-HIA// 
RUEHBT/CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 
BT 
UNCLAS //N03460// 
FINAL SECTION OF 02 
HSGID/SYS.RRH/CDR JTF-FA/32// 
RHKS/ 

C. HR. NGO OAT TAI (NGOO DAT3 TAIF), HR. NGOC'S SECOND 
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SUPERIOR. 

D. HR. LUll QUANG TUYEN (LOlli QUANGR TIIYEENS), HR. NGOC'S LAST 
SUPERIOR IHHEDIATELY BEFORE THE RELEASE OF THE PRISONERS IN 1973. 

E. HR. NGOC SAID THAT OTHERS WHO HIGHT KNOW ABOIIT THE FATE 
OF HIAS ARE NGIIYEN HUU TRI (NGIIYEENX HWIIX TRIS), WHO NOW IS THE 
DIRECTOR OF PETROLIHEX, NGUYEN VAN HA (NGUYEENX VAWN HAF), WHO 
WORKED AS AN INTERPRETER IN THE CAlfPS, AND Til TRUNG AKA NGUYEN 
CONG TRIING, THE CHIEF OF THE POLITICAL OFFICE FOR HR7. HR. NGOC 
SAID THAT lNERE fj£/tE It:tIIW ~11KM",,", 3'lHJUL.6 IHHJtI 1ftME· TIhItN lIE" 
ABOI/T THE F.t.TES OF U...I: • .&£/fIITl:(f¥SH" 
5. HATERIAL EVIDENCE: NONE. THIS S'G(JIIC£ BIfG(J(1HT NCr Ifrr:rJRlJS, 
NOTEBOOKS, DIARIES, all ANY HATERIAL EVIDENCE CONTEHPORARY TO THE 
WARTIHE ERA WHICH COI/LD BE ASSOCIATED WITH ANY IINACCOI/NTED FOR 
II. S. PERSONNEL. 
6, RECOHHENDED FUTIIRE ACTIOHS. 

A. RECOHHEND NO FIIRTHER JOINT INTERVIEW OF THIS SOURCE 
IINLESS THE VIETNAlfESE OR II.S. SIDES CAN PROOI/CE SPECIFIC 
INFORHATION DR FIIANISH HORE SPECIFIC QUESTIOHS OR LEADS. 

B. REQIIEST THE VNOSHP ALLOW THE U.S. ACCESS TO THIS SOUIICE 
FOR POTENTIAL FUTURE INTEIIVIEW IN THE EVENT THAT SIGNIFICANT 
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QUESTIONS ARE DEEHED NECESSARY. 
7. PERTINENT LOCATION OR DATA CHANGES: NONE. 
B. COHHENTS. AFTER THIS INTERVIEW, THE HEHBERS OF THE JOINT 
TEAIf ASSESSED ALL POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL LEADS PROVIDED BY THE 
SOURCE. THE CONSENSUS OF TEAIf HEHBERS WAS THAT COHTINUATION OF 
THIS INTERVIEW OR AN ATTEHPT TO RE-INTERVIEW THIS SOI/RCE WOULD 
DEPEND OH SIGNIFICANT QUESTIOHS WHICH SHOULD BE ASKED PERTAINING 
TO SPECIFIC INCIDENTS OR SPECIFIC QUESTIONS WHICH HIGHT LEAD TO 
FINDING NEW WITNESSES OR DISCOVERING CONTEHPORARY DOCUHENTATION 
WITH DETAILS ON SPECIFIC CASES.// 
BT 
115396 
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